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The  Volume  now  presented  to  the  Club,  embraces  the  concluding  por- 
tion of  the  Recorded  Proceedings  of  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  held  within  the  period  contemplated  in  the  present  Work.  Its 
delivery  has  been  retarded  by  accidental  circumstances,  in  themselves  of 
little  importance  ;  but  the  delay  has  afforded  an  opportunity  of  rendering 
this  compilation  somewhat  more  accurate  and  complete. 

The  Index  to  the  entire  Work  has  been  compiled  by  Mr  David  Meek, 
with  that  extreme  accuracy  and  exact  knowledge  of  the  early  history  of 
the  Scottish  Church,  for  which  he  has  been  so  long  distinguished.  It  may 
be  proper  to  mention,  that  the  additions  and  corrections  to  the  Index 
were  chiefly  owing  to  his  great  anxiety  to  render  it  more  perfect,  from  new 
sources  of  information  which  became  available  after  the  sheets  had  been 
sent  to  press. 
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At  an  Extraordinary  General  Meeting  of  the  Bannatyne  Club, 
held  in  the  Apartments  of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  on  Friday 
the  8th  of  July  1836: 

The  President  having  stated,  that  the  destruction  of  the  early  Re- 
gisters of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1834,  being  no  longer  a 
matter  of  doubt,  it  had  become  highly  desirable  that  measures  should  be 
taken  for  collecting  and  printing,  in  addition  to  the  volume  known  by  the 
title  of  "  The  Booke  of  the  Universall  Kirk  of  Scotland,"  whatever  else 
could  yet  be  recovered  from  authentic  sources  of  the  recorded  proceed- 
ings of  the  General  Assemblies,  from  the  era  of  the  Reformation  to  the 
period  from  which  the  original  Registers  were  still  extant.  The  Meeting 
approved  of  the  President's  recommendation,  and  he  was  requested  to  take 
such  steps  as  he  might  judge  fit  for  preparing  a  specimen  of  the  proposed 
Work. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Bannatyne  Club,  held  at 
Edinburgh,  in  the  House  of  the  President,  on  Monday  the  13th 
day  of  November  1837  : 

The  President  stated,  that  he  expected  soon  to  exhibit  a  specimen  of 
"  The  Booke  of  the  Universall  Kirk," — and  suggested,  that  it  should  be 
put  within  the  option  of  the  Maitland  Club  to  secure  copies  of  the  Work, 
by  furnishing  paper  and  paying  a  proportionate  share  of  the  expense.  The 
Secretary  was  directed  to  make  a  communication  to  this  effect. 


At  an  Extraordinary  General  Meeting  of  the  Bannatyne  Club. 
held  in  the  Hall  of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  on  Monday  the 
29th  of  January  1838  : 

In  pursuance  of  the  Minute  of  the  Committee  on  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  and  after  communicating  with  the  Committee  of  the  Maitland 
Club,  it  was  Resolved, — That  the  printing  of  "  The  Booke  of  the  Uni- 
versal! Kirk  of  Scotland,"  containing  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the 
General  Assemblies  of  the  Church,  from  the  year  M.D.LX.,  be  proceeded 
with,  under  the  superintendence  of  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Club,  at  the  joint  expense,  and  for  the  use,  of  the  Members  of  the  Ban- 
natyne and  Maitland  Clubs. 

DAVID  LAING,  Secretary. 


At  an  Extraordinary  General  Meeting  of  the  Bannatyne  Club, 
held  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  Hall  of  the  Antiquarian  Society, 
on  Monday  the  15th  day  of  April  1839 : — 

Resolved, — That  the  First  Part  of  "  The  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the 
General  Assemblies  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  from  the  year  M.D.LX., 
collected  from  the  most  authentic  Manuscripts,"  and  now  printing  for  the 
Bannatyne  and  Maitland  Clubs,  be  circulated  among  the  Members. 

DAVID  LAING,    Secretary. 


THE  PREFACE. 


In  presenting  to  the  Club  these  remains  of  the  Recorded  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  during  the  first  half  century  after 
the  Reformation,  it  may  be  fit  to  offer  some  explanation  of  the 
causes  of  their  imperfect  state  ;  and  not  uninteresting  to  trace 
the  successive  dangers  and  escapes  through  which  the  original 
muniments  had  passed,  down  to  the  period  when  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  believe  they  were  left  to  perish  in  the  conflagration  of 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  in  the  year  1834. 

The  duty  of  recording  the  proceedings,  and  framing  the  Registers 
of  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  Church,  w  as  from  the  first  enti'usted 
to  an  officer  regularly  elected ;  to  whom  also  was  committed  their  ordi- 
nary custody.*    In  these  Registers  was  embodied  the  most  authentic 

*  This  officer  appears  under  the  various  designations  of  "  Scribe"  or  "  Clerk  of  the 
Assembly," — "Common  Clerk  of  the  Kirk," — and  "  Clerk  of  the  General  Assemblies, 
and  Keeper  of  the  Register  of  the  same."  During  the  period  embraced  in  the  follomng 
volumes,  the  office  was  held  by  four  different  persons  in  succession,  whose  names  have  been 
rendered  of  some  importance,  in  tracing  the  subsequent  history  of  these  records.  The  first 
in  order  was  Mr  John  Graj-,  whose  appointment  -nas  probably  coeval  with  the  first 
General  Assembly  in  15C0.  In  the  Register  of  Ministers,  &c.  1567,  (printed  for  the 
Maitland  Club.)  there  is  the  follo\\ing  entiy,  which  shews  that  his  sen-ices  were  not 
entirely  gTatuitous  : — "  Mr  John  Gray,  Keipar  of  Registre  of  JMinisters  thair  Stipendis, 
"  Extractor  thairof,  and  Clerk  of  the  Geucrale  Assembleis  and  Keipar  of  the  Registre 


evidence  of  the  original  constitution  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  of  its  practical  administration  under  the  guidance  of  those 
able  and  distinguished  men  by  whose  exertions  and  influence  its 
reformation  had  been  achieved.  To  their  well-known  importance 
in  that  view,  have  been  mainly  owing  the  perils  and  injuries  to 
which  these  records  have  been  exposed. 

During  the  first  twenty  years  after  the  Reformation,  the 
prevaiUng  current  of  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Presbyterian 
pohty  had  been  little  disturbed,  and  the  Registers  of  the  Church 
appear  to  have  remained  in  the  custody  of  the  proper  officer ; 
but  in  the  course  of  the  subsequent  struggles  for  the  re-es- 
tabhshment  of  Episcopacy,  they  acquired  a  sinistrous  interest, 
and  by  some  disorderly  means  had  passed  into  other  hands, 
from  which  they  were  ultimately  rescued  with  no  little  diffi- 
culty. Although  ignorant  as  yet  of  the  injuries  they  had 
sustained,  and  even  uncertain  into  whose  hands  they  had 
fallen,  the  leaders  of  the  Church  became  anxious  to  recover 
the  possession  of  these  records,  and  to  replace  them  under 
the  care  of  their  own  officers.  Accordingly,  in  the  General  As- 
sembly held  in  May  1586,  two  of  the  members  were  "  directit 
"  to  the  Kings  Majestic  to  solicite  the  redelyverance  of  the  same, 
"  [and]  returnit  his  Hienes  answer.  That  they  sould  be  delyverit 
"  to  the  Clerk  ilk  day  diu-ing  the  Assemblie,  but  at  e\dn  they 

"  of  the  same,  in  recompense  of  liis  laboui-is  bigane  and  to  cum,  ij"^  ti."  In  1574,  ]\L- 
James  Ritcliie  was  elected  his  successor,  and  sworn  into  the  office  with  great  solemnity. 
On  his  decease  in  1596,  IVIr  Thomas  Nicolson,  advocate,  (and  Commissary  of  Aber- 
deen,) was,  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  chosen,  sworn,  and  admitted ;  and,  with  some  tem- 
porary interruptions,  retained  the  office  till  1618,  when,  on  his  "  dimission,"  Mr  James 
Sandilands  was  received  in  his  place.  In  1638,  Mr  Ai-chibald  Johnston,  (afterwards 
better  kno-wn  as  Lord  Wariston,)  was  elected  Clerk  by  the  General  Assembly  held  at 
Glasgow ;  and  to  him  succeeded  Mr  Andrew  Ker,  who  suin-ived  the  Restoration 
in  1660. 


Ill 

"  sould  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Privie  Seale  quhill  the  end 
"  of  the  said  Assembhe  ;  betwixt  and  quhilk  day  his  Majestic 
"  wald  be  present  himselfe."  This  strange  reserve  in  permitting  (P.  647.) 
to  the  Church  the  custody  and  use  of  her  own  Records,  was  ap- 
parently intended  to  ekide  the  detection  of  the  frauds  practised  by 
those  into  whose  hands  they  had  fallen ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it 
well  harmonized  with  the  favourite  views  of  the  King  in  asserting  a 
civil  supremacy  over  the  ecclesiastical  establishments  of  the  country. 

In  the  Assembly  held  in  June  1587,  "  the  King's  Commissioners 
"  having  offered  their  concurrence  in  recovering  the  Registers,  if  it 
"  might  be  known  in  whose  hands  they  were  ;  and  the  IVIoderator 
"  having  desyrit  the  brether  that  could  give  any  light  in  this  matter 
"  to  manifest  the  same,"  it  was  ascertained  that  they  w^ere  then  in  (p.  68G.) 
the  possession  of  Patrick  Adamson,  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews :  and 
the  royal  authority  having  been  obtained  in  aid  of  that  of  the 
Church,  to  compel  their  production,  it  would  appear  that  in  the 
first  instance  they  had  been  given  up  to  the  Lord  Secretary ; 
and  after  much  hesitation  and  cavil,  there  was  "  at  length  presentit 
"  to  the  sight  of  the  kirk  fyve  voluranes  of  thair  Actis,  quherof 
"  a  great  part  being  mankit,  and,  after  the  sight  thereof,  being 
"  redelyverit, — the  haill  brether  ordainit  ane  heavie  regrate  to 
"  be  made  to  his  Majestie  in  article,  lamenting  the  away  tak- 
"  ing  and  mutilating  of  the  saids  Bookes,  and  to  crave  that  the 
"  same  may  be  restored,  and  also  that  the  saids  Bookes  may  be 
"  delyverit  in  the  Kirks  hands,  to  remane  with  them  as  their 
"  awne  Register,  namelie  in  respect  of  the  answer  returnit  from 
"  my  Lord  Secretar,  that  his  Majesties  will  was,  that  the  Kirk  sould 
"  have  inspection  thereof  as  they  had  adoe  presently,  and  to  give 
"  them  up  againe."  (P.  697.) 

The  restoration  of  the  mutilated  parts  of  the  Registers,   was 
unhappily  no  longer  possible  ;  but  the  story  of  this   disgraceful 


proceeding  seems  to  have  been  first  disclosed,  in  the  year  1591, 
in  the  huraihating  confessions  eUcited  from  Archbishop  Adamson 
by  the  Provincial  Synod  of  Fife.  He  there  ventures  to  assume  to 
himself  the  credit  of  having  saved  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly from  the  flames,  to  which  they  were  destined  by  the  Earl  of 
Arran  ;  but  confesses,  that  "  upon  a  certain  day  in  Falkland,  before 
"  they  were  delivered  to  the  Kings  Majestie,  the  Bishop  of  N.  ac- 
"  companied  with  Mr  Henry  Hamiltoune,  rent  out  some  leafes,  and 
"  destroyed  sic  things  as  made  aganis  our  estate,  and  that  not 
"  withovit  my  awne  speciaU  allowance."  * 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt,  that  prior  to  the  date  of  these 
disclosures,  the  Registers  of  the  Church  had  been  replaced  in  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Church,  nor  does  it  appear  that  any 
further  attempts  were  then  made  to  disturb  their  legitimate  custody. 
But  hazards  of  another  kind  were  awaiting  them.  On  the  over- 
throw of  the  Presbyterian  polity  in  the  year  1606,  its  muniments 
were  no  longer  regarded  as  of  dangerous  importance  ;  and  for  more 
than  thirty  years  they  appear  to  have  been  neglected  and  lost  sight 
of  by  the  Church.      The  period  however  was  fast  approaching 

*  Row's  Histoi7  of  the  Kii-k  of  Scotland,  p.  123.  Edin.  1842,  8vo.  In  the  Latin  edition 
or  version  of  tliis  Palinodia,  the  passage  relative  to  the  Books  of  the  Ku-k  is  thus  given : 
— "  Quod  ad  iUud  quod  quaeritis,  quis  casus  obtigerit  Commeutariis  Synodi  Generalis, 
"  ita  res  se  habet.  Integros  servavi  in  redituni  nobilium  et  ministrorum  exAnglia: 
"  quod  si  non  feeissem,  Comiti  Arania;  in  animo  erat  curare  ut  conjieu-entur  in  ignem. 
"  Falcolandiaj  quodam  die,  priusquam  traditi  sunt  Regiaj  Majestati,  Episcopus  N.  una 
"  cum  M.  Heni-ico  Hammiltonio  discerpsit  quajdam  folia,  et  ea  quag  adversus  ordinem 
"  nostnim  ulli  usvii  esse  possent,  idque  me  approbante." — A.  Melvini  Muste,  et  P. 
Adamsoni  Vita  et  Palinodia, — p.  51.  1620,  4to.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the  person 
here  alluded  to  was  David  Cuningham,  who  had  been  preferred  to  the  Bishoprick  of 
Aberdeen  in  the  year  1577.  The  extent  of  the  mischief  thus  practised  has  not  been 
exactly  ascertained,  but  the  indications  of  this  rough  process  of  castration  will  be  found 
in  the  following  work,  at  pages  417,  424,  461,  465,  474. 


when  a  due  sense  of  their  importance  was  to  revive  ;  and  very 
serious  alarms  for  their  safety  had  begun  to  prevail,  when,  to  the 
surprise  of  all,  the  greater  part  of  them  was  brought  to  light  in 
the  General  Assembly  held  at  Glasgow  in  the  year  1638.  Of  that 
unexpected  and  joyous  event,  the  contemporary  historians  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  have  been  anxious  to  preserve  the  minute  and 
interesting  details.  *  It  may  here  suffice  to  state,  that  by  the  suc- 
cessful exertions  of  Mr  Archibald  Johnston,  who  had  been  then 
chosen  Clerk  of  the  Church,  and  who  was  destined  to  act  a  still 
more  prominent  part  in  after  life,  the  greater  part  of  the  Registers 
prior  to  1590  had  been  traced  and  found  in  the  hands  of  private 
individuals,  officially  connected  with  Mr  Thomas  Kicolson,  the  last 
regular  Clerk,  in  whose  possession  they  had  been  left  after  his 
"  dimission"  in  1618.  Those  only  of  subsequent  date  had  been 
received  by  his  successor  Mr  James  Sandilands,  whose  son,  an  un- 
successful candidate  for  the  clerkship,  surrendered  them  to  the 
Assembly. 

On  the  part  of  the  Royal  Commissioner,  there  was  shown  an  evi- 
dent disinclination  to  recognise  the  authenticity  of  these  records;  but 
to  put  an  end  to  all  doubts  on  that  head,  the  books  were  subjected 
to  a  minute  and  careful  scrutiny,  by  a  Committee  of  distinguished 
members  ;  whose  elaborate  report,  proving  them  to  be  "  true,  famous 
and  authentick  registers  of  the  Kirk,"  was  ultimately  approved  by 
an  unanimous  decision  of  the  Assembly.  (App.  p.  xxm.) 

Of  these  more  ancient  records  there  were  in  all  five  volumes ; 
four  of  which  were  found  to  contain  the  original  record  of  the  As- 
sembly's Proceedings  from  1560  to  1590 ;  with  the  exception  of 
that  from  March  1572  to  March  1573,  and  of  that  from  July  1580 
to  October  1583.     The  former  of  these  was  recovered  and  pro- 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  I. 


(App.p.xxviir.)  duced  to  the  next  General  Assembly  held  in  1639;  of  the  other  no 
trace  appears  ever  to  have  been  found.  *  That  loss  however  was 
supplied  by  a  fifth,  what  is  described  as  the  "  greatest  volume,"  and 
which  proved  to  be  a  well-authenticated  "  duplicate"  of  the  entire 
series  of  proceedings  prior  to  the  year  1590. 

From  the  state  of  safe  custody  to  which  they  were  thus  once  more 
restored,  the  records  of  the  Church  were  doomed  to  be  again  with- 
drawn, at  the  disastrous  period  of  the  English  invasion  in  1650. 
After  several  transfers  from  place  to  place,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
seek  a  shelter  for  them  in  the  fortress  of  the  Bass :  in  April  1651  a 
requisition  was  sent  to  the  keeper,  "  that  the  Bass  might  be  made 
"  secure  for  the  Registers,  as  it  had  been  in  a  former  day  of  calamity ;" 
and  as  a  further  precaution  against  the  accidents  of  war,  it  was 
"  agreed  that  the  great  volume,  being  a  duphcate  of  some  of  the  rest," 
should  be  sent  to  the  castle  of  Dunottar,  to  which  the  Regalia  of  the 

(App.  p.  XXIX.)  Kingdom  had  been  carried.  But  neither  the  Regalia,  nor  "  the 
great  volume,"  were  very  long  considered  as  in  a  place  of  safety ; 
and  on  the  authority  of  a  letter  from  certain  members  of  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Church  assembled  at  Aberdeen,  on  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember 1651,  the  Register  in  question  was  delivered  to  the  Earl  of 
BalcarraSjwho  had  been  theHighCommissioner  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly held  at  St  Andrews  in  the  preceding  month  of  July.f  The  more 
important  portion  deposited  in  the  fortress  of  the  Bass,  fell  soon  after- 
wards into  the  hands  of  the  English  invaders,  and  was  removed  from 

*  From  tlie  proceedings  in  the  Assembly  1638,  given  in  the  Appenchx,  it  appears 
that  these  missing  volumes  vrere  supposed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Archbishop  Spottis- 
wood,  who  is  stated  by  Lord  Rothes  to  have  obtained  from  the  king  a  waiTant  to 
demand  them  from  Nicolson,  the  former  clerk,  and  from  whom  the  later  volumes  after 
3590  were  obtained  by  Sandilands.  It  is  liighly  probable  that  the  Archbishop  had  de- 
sired to  have  the  use  of  these  Records  in  the  composition  of  his  Ecclesiastical  History. 

t  See  Dr  M'Crie's  Memoirs  of  Veitch,  &c.  p.  524. 


Scotland  in  pursuance  of  an  Order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  April 
21,  1652, — "  That  Major-General  Dean  cause  the  pubhc  Records 
"  of  the  Kirk,  taken  in  the  said  isle,  [the  Bass,]  to  be  packed  up  in 
"  cask  and  to  be  sent  to  the  Tower  of  London,  there  to  remain  in 
"  the  same  custody  that  the  other  Records  that  come  from  Scot- 
"  land  are." 

In  1657,  Sir  Archibald  Johnstoun,  Lord  Wariston,  in  virtue  of 
his  office  of  Clerk  Register,  was  successful  in  obtaining  from  the 
Protector's  Covincil  a  warrant  for  restoring  to  Scotland  such  of  the 
public  Records  "  as  concern  private  men's  cases  and  interests  only  ;" 
but  all  those  "  of  a  public  nature"  were  retained  till  the  period  of 
the  Restoration.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  his  ardent  zeal  in 
the  service  of  the  Kirk  would  not  allow  him  to  be  inattentive  to  the 
fate  of  these  Registers  ;  but  of  the  means  or  the  time  of  their  actual 
release  from  the  Tower,  no  distinct  traces  have  been  found.  They 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  included  among  the  Records  surren- 
dered in  1657,  of  wliich  a  full  Inventory  is  preserved  ;  and  although 
it  might  be  presumed  that  they  were  sent  back  to  Scotland  in  Sep- 
tember 1660,  along  with  the  other  PubHc  Records  of  the  Kingdom, 
yet  no  distinct  traces  of  their  existence  or  subsequent  fate  have  been 
found.  The  possibility  of  their  retention  in  England,  for  reasons 
similar  to  those  which  prevented  the  transfer  to  Scotland  of  the  Acts 
and  Proceedings  of  Parliament  during  the  Civil  War,  might  have  left 
a  glimpse  of  hope  for  their  vdtimate  recovery,  had  not  the  recent 
arrangement  of  the  Records  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  and  at  the 
Tower,  precluded  every  chance  of  their  being  yet  discovered  in 
those  repositories.  Whether  these  Registers  of  the  Church  may  not 
have  formed  a  part  of  the  Records  that  were  lost  at  sea  on  the  voy- 
age to  Scotland  in  1660,  must  remain  a  matter  of  mere  conjecture, 
as  there  exists  no  satisfactory  evidence  of  what  was  included  in  that 
unfortunate   cargo.     If  it  be  supposed  barely  possible  that  they 


were  brovight  back  to  Scotland,  the  only  conjectural  alternative 
which  remains  is,  that  they  may  have  perished  in  the  great  fire  at 
Edinburgh  in  the  year  1701,  which  consumed  a  large  mass  of  con- 
sistorial  and  ecclesiastical  records.* 

The  other  portion  of  the  Church's  muniments  which  had  been 
transferred  to  the  castle  of  Dunnottar  in  1651,  and  afterwards  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Lord  Balcarras,  there  seems  reason  to  believe,  had  been 
committed  by  him  to  the  custody  of  Mr  Andrew  Ker,  the  successor 
of  Lord  Wariston  in  the  Clerkship  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
on  his  death,  had  passed  into  the  possession  of  his  brother  and  heir, 
Mr  Robert  Ker.  After  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1677,  they  are  said  to 
have  been  discovered  in  his  private  repositories,  either  in  consequence 
of  some  previous  information  conveyed  to  the  Government,  as  stated 
by  Bishop  Keith,t  or  more  probably  by  the  officers  of  the  Commissary 
Court,  in  the  course  of  their  official  researches.  How  they  afterwards 
came  into  the  possession  of  Paterson,  Bishop  of  Edinburgh,  does  not 
appear  ;  but  in  his  hands  they  were  retained,  after  the  re-establish- 
ment of  Presbytery  in  1689  ;  and  in  disregard  of  unquestionable  legal 
rights  and  obligations,  he  appears  to  have  treated  them  as  articles  of 
merely  antiquarian  curiosity,  and,  as  such,  to  have  presented  or  be- 
queathed them  to  the  Honourable  Archibald  Campbell,  an  eminent 
virtuoso  in  his  day,  and  afterwards  a  titular  bishop  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Scotland.    Bishop  Paterson  died  in  1708;  and  it  is  remark- 

*  In  the  General  Assembly  at  Edinburgh,  March  1703,  an  Act  was  passed  "for 
"  supplying  and  preserving  the  Registers  and  Papers  belonging  to  the  General  Assem- 
"  blies,  Committees,  and  Commissioners  thereof ;"  proceeding  on  this  preamble : 
"  The  General  Assembly  taldng  into  their  consideration  the  great  loss  the  Church 
"  hath  sustained  by  the  burning  of  several  of  their  Registers  and  some  papers,  in  that 
"  dreadful  fire  which  happened  in  the  Lawn  Mercat  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  28th  day 
"  of  October  1701,"  &c.  Among  these  losses,  the  Registers  of  the  Assemblies  1638, 
1639,  1640,  1641,  1642,  are  particularly  mentioned. 

t  History  of  Scotland,  p.  497.  Note  h. 


able  that  twenty  years  afterwards,  the  fact  that  those  were  genuine 
Registers  of  the  Kirk  seems  not  to  have  been  ascertained.  In  a  letter 
from  Mr  Robert  Wodrow  to  Lord  Grange,  written  apparently  in  1728, 
after  alluding  to  the  Manuscripts  collected  by  George  Ridpath,*  it 
is  added,  "He  pretended  to  have  our  original  Acts  of  Assembly,  as  I 
"  hear  Mr  Archibald  Campbell,  Lord  Niel's  son,  pretends  his  copy  is 
"  likewise  an  original  record."  This  uncertainty  may  help  in  some 
degree  to  account  for  the  tardiness,  if  not  indifference,  which  the 
leaders  of  the  Church  had  hitherto  shown  in  vindicating  their  just 
rights,  and  compelling  the  restoration  of  an  unquestionable  portion 
of  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom. 

At  length,  however,  the  authenticity  of  the  Registers  in  the  hands 
of  Mr  Campbell  appears  to  have  been  ascertained,  and  on  the  part 
of  the  Church  a  negociation  was  set  on  foot  for  their  recovery,  of 
which  some  valuable  traces  are  preserved,  but  which  is  said  to  have 
failed  in  consequence  of  the  extravagant  and  preposterous  conditions 
proposed  by  that  eccentric  person,  f  Beside  the  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  as  the  price  of  their  own  property,  which  was  considered 
as  excessive,  it  was  to  be  an  indispensable  preliminary  that  the  books 
should  be  printed  under  his  own  superintendence,  to  the  absolute 
exclusion  of  any  revisal  by  any  member  of  the  Established  Church. 
The  rejection  of  such  conditions  can  excite  no  surprise  ;  but  it 
may  well  be  wondered  at,  that  there  the  matter  should  have  been 
suffered  to  rest,  and  that  no  legal  measures  for  compelling  the 
restitution  of  the  property  should  have  been  adopted.     To  these 

*  Wodrow  Correspondence,  III.  285. — The  manuscript  in  Ridpath's  possession 
would  appear  to  have  been  a  copy  of  "  The  Book  of  the  Universal  Kirk."  It  was 
acquii'ed  by  Dr  James  Fraser,  another  curious  collector,  and  presented  by  him  to  the 
Libraiy  of  the  Di^•inity  Hall  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  Unfortunately  it  has 
been  lost  for  many  years  ;  but  a  transcript  of  it  was  made  for  the  use  of  the  Church 
in  1730. 

t  The  documents  alluded  to  are  m  the  archives  of  the  Church,  and  have  been  print- 
ed in  the  Appendix,  No.  VII.  p.  xxxix. 
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no  effectual  bar  bad  been  created  by  the  subsequent  transfer  of  the 
books  to  the  Library  of  Sion  College,  liOndon,  by  a  deed  of  gift 
dated  in  the  year  1737 ;  but  whether  from  a  certain  sluggishness 
of  movement  incident  to  such  bodies,  or  from  some  ill-advised  dis- 
trust of  their  own  rights,  the  Church  does  not  appear  to  have 
made  any  effort,  or  bestowed  any  serious  thought  on  the  svxb- 
ject,  till  nearly  a  century  after,  when  the  Reverend  Dr  Lee, 
now  the  Principal  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  began  to 
rouse  the  attention  of  his  brethren  to  the  assertion  of  their  long 
neglected  claims.  The  strict  justice  of  these  he  was  most  eminent- 
ly qualified  to  illustrate  and  enforce  ;  and  for  his  zealous  and  la- 
borious services  in  the  cause,  he  well  entitled  himself  to  the  thanks 
of  successive  Assembhes  of  the  Church.  It  can  never  cease  to  be 
matter  of  deep  regret,  that  his  exertions  had  not  secured  a  timely 
and  more  strenuous  support ;  and  that  regret  is  embittered  by  the 
consideration  that  the  first  practical  step,  and  the  expected  prelude, 
to  a  full  vindication  of  the  Church's  right  to  these  Records,  was 
doomed  to  become  the  immediate  cause  of  their  loss. 

In  the  year  1834,  in  pursuance  of  an  Order  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Church  Patronage,  Dr  Lee, 
Dr  Welsh,  and  Principal  Macfarlan,  accompanied  by  Mr  James 
Chalmers,  *  obtained  access  to  the  Library  of  Sion  College,  and 
(App.  p.  XXXIII. )  reported  that  "  they  had  inspected  three  books  in  manuscript, 
"  bearing  to  be  records  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  General 
"  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  from  1560  to  1616  :" — 
"  and  that  in  their  opinion  these  Records  were  the  genuine  and 
"  authentic  Register  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly 
"  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  for  the  above  period."  Under  an- 
other Order  of  the  Committee,  these  volumes  were  reluctantly 
dragged  from   their   place   of  deposit,   and   produced   by  one  of 

*  At  a  previous  examination  of  tlie  MSS.  in  Sion  College,  JMr  John  Richardson,  and 
Mr  David  Laing,  Secretary  of  the  Bannatpie  Club,  formed  part  of  the  Deputation. 
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the  officers  of  the  College ;  who  was  informed  "  that  the  Committee 
"  wished  the  books  to  lie  upon  the  Table  for  their  inspection,  and 
"  that  the  Committee  w  ould  send  to  him  when  they  wished  them  to 
"  be  returned."*  The  consequence  of  this  resolution  seems  to  be 
but  too  well  ascertained.  By  a  sad  oversight  the  books  were  suffer- 
ed, at  the  close  of  the  Session,  to  remain  in  the  Committee  Room, 
and  that  part  of  the  buildings  was  burnt  down  on  the  16th  day  of 
October  ensuing.  (App.  p.  xxxvii.) 

The  books  thus  destroyed  were  three  in  number.  The  first,  em- 
bracing the  Proceedings  of  General  Assemblies  from  December  20. 
1560  to  March  1589,  was  unquestionably  the  same  "greatest  book" 
produced  by  Wariston  in  the  Assembly  1 638 ;  as,  independently 
of  certain  coincidences  observed  by  Dr  Lee,  it  contained  an  attes- 
tation in  the  hand- writing,  and  with  the  well  known  signature  of 
Wariston,  as  Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  that  it  had  been  received  and 
acknowledged  as  an  authentic  register.  The  two  other  volumes, 
containing  the  Proceedings  of  General  Assembhes  from  1590  to 
1616,  were  in  all  probability  the  same  that  were  presented  to  the 
Assembly  in  1638,  by  Sandilands,  the  son  of  the  last  Clerk  of  the 
Church  within  the  period  to  which  they  relate.  (Am.  p.  xxxvni ) 

The  great  importance  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Reformed  Chiu-ch 
of  Scotland  to  the  illustration  of  the  constitutional  and  general  his- 
tory of  the  kingdom,  had  not  escaped  the  early  attention  of  the  Ban- 
natyne  Club ;  and  in  the  absence  of  other  means  of  giving  publicity 
to  the  genuine  records  of  the  Church,  the  project  was  gravely  enter- 
tained of  undertaking  that  national  work.  The  fatal  catastrophe  of 
1834  terminated  that  more  ambitious  scheme  ;  and  there  only  re- 
mained the  plan  here  adopted  of  retrieving,  from  such  secondary 

*  See  Report  of  Select  Committee  on  Church  Patronage,  pp.  355,  374,  451,  App. 
p.  155. 


sources  as  yet  exist,  the  broken  and  disjointed  fragments  of  the 
original  Registers.  Imperfect  though  they  certainly  are,  two  of 
these  sources  are  here  deserving  of  particular  notice. 

1.  From  an  early  period  it  became  an  object  of  importance  to 
select  from  the  general  registers  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of 
the  Church,  such  parts  as  were  calculated  to  illustrate  and  explain 
the  principles  of  its  constitution,  and  to  regulate  its  ordinary  admi- 

(P.  325.)  nistration.  As  early  as  1574,  a  Committee  of  Members  was  ap- 
pointed "  to  take  travell  in  visiting  and  perusing  of  the  Acts  of  the 
"  Assembly ;  to  mark  and  note  sick  as  are  general,  that  thereafter 
"  they  may  be  drawn  and  extracted  out  of  the  Books,  that  all 

(P.  5G6.)  "  pretext  of  ignorance  maybe  tane  away.''  Again  in  1582,  the  As- 
sembly "  ordaines  Mr  [John]  Craig  to  lay  an  order  for  collecting  the 
"  Acts  of  the  Kirk  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Assemblie."  In  1583,  "  Anent 
"  the  travels  taken  be  Mr  Craige  in  collecting  and  disposing  the  Acts 
"  of  the  Assemblie,"  certain  brethren  are  ordained  "  to  consider  and 
'*  oversee  the  samine,  and  to  returne  their  opinion  back  to  the 
"  Assemblie :"  and  in  the  same  Assembly,  "  anent  the  labours  taken 
"  be  Mr  John  Craige  in  collecting  of  the  Acts  of  the  Assemblie, 
"  seing  the  great  travels  tane  be  him  for  the  weale  of  the  same,  not 
"  without  the  singular  fruit  and  profite  of  the  whole  bretliren,  to 
"  the  effect  the  same  may  be  absolved  and  brought  to  perfection,  it 
"  is  thought  good  that"  the  Commissioners  "  travel  in  perusing  the 
"  whole  work,"  and  assist  in  the  full  completing  thereof, — "  that 
"  the  judgment  of  the  next  General  Assemblie  may  be  had  there- 
(P.  624,  628.)  "  upon."  And  in  the  following  Assembly,  held  in  the  same  year, 
the  Commissioners  report  that  they  "  had  considered  the  travels  of 
"  Mr  Craig  in  the  Acts  of  the  Kirk,  and  that  in  his  labours  God 
"  was  to  be  praised  :  yet  some  things  they  had  noted,  wherewith 
"  they  desired  he  sould  conferr,  and  thereafter  proceed  with  him  in 
"  farther  reasoning." 


Of  the  praiseworthy  labours  of  Mr  John  Craig,  nothing  more 
appears  till  the  year  1593,  when  the  following  entry  occurs :  "  Anent  ^p  3^5  ^ 
"  the  Actis  of  the  Kirk :  That  everie  Presbyterie  may  be  the  better 
"  instructit  therin,  the  Kirk  hes  ordinit  Mr  James  Carmichaell,  quha 
"  has  alreddie  tane  sum  panels  in  correcting  therof,  to  perfyte  the 
"  work,  and  to  present  the  same  to  the  next  General  Assemblie  of 
"  the  Kirk."  And  again,  in  the  Assembly  of  1595,  "  Anent  the  (^  856.) 
"  Actis  of  the  Assemblie  :  The  brether  has  ordainit  that  the  samein 
"  be  sichtit,  and  speciall  Acts  for  practise  of  the  Kirk  be  extractit 
"  and  joinit  with  the  Booke  of  Discipline,  to  be  publischit  either 
"  in  wryte  or  print,  that  none  pretend  ignorance  therof,  and  to  this 
"  eifect  to  concurre  with  the  Clerk,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Thomas 
"  Buchannan,  James  Melvill,  Johnstoun,  and  James  Carmichael."  * 
Here  we  find  no  distinct  allusion  to  the  previous  labours  of  Mr 
John  Craig ;  but  having  evidently  had  the  same  object,  it  may  be 
presumed  that  those  of  Mr  James  Carmichael  and  his  coadjutors 
consisted  of  a  revisal,  perhaps  enlargement,  and  continuation  of  the 
former,  f 

That  these  careful  compilations  should  have  been  afterwards 
entirely  lost  sight  of,  is  highly  improbable  ;  and  as  there  still  exist 
various  copies  of  such  an  abridgment,  to  which  has  been  usually 
given  the  title  of  "  the  Book  of  the  Universal  Kirk  of  Scotland,"  it 
seems  no  very  hazardous  conjecture,  that  these  may  be  transcripts 
of  the   work   of  Carmichael,    continued    to   the   termination   of 


*  Some  curious  notices  relative  to  the  progress  of  jMi'  Carmichael's  labours  occur 
in  the  Register  of  the  Provincial  SjtioJ  of  Lotliian  and  Tweeddale,  and  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix,  p.  xxx. 

t  This  Manuscript  appears  to  have  belonged  to  William  Earl  of  Crawford-Lindsay, 
who  flom'ished  in  the  reig-ns  of  Charles  I.  and  II.,  and  was  distinguished  for  his  attach- 
ment to  the  Presbyterian  Church  :  it  has  his  autograph  signature  in  different  parts  of 
the  volume. 


Presbyterian  government  in  1606.  The  copy  preserved  in  the 
Advocates  Library  appears  to  be  a  manuscript  of  the  early  part 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  contains  proceedings  of  Assem- 
blies down  to  the  year  1616,  including  most  of  those  that  were 
condemned  as  unla^vful  by  the  General  Assembly  of  1638.  It  has 
been  adopted  as  the  main  ground-work  of  the  present  collection,  and 
has  been  found  on  collation  to  admit  of  little  correction  or  im- 
provement from  any  other  copy.  When  the  larger  volume  from 
which  it  must  have  been  compiled,  was  examined  by  Dr  Lee 
(App.  p.  XXIV.)  in  1834,  he  found,  on  a  random  calculation,  that  it  contained 
more  than  thrice  the  quantity  of  matter  preserved  in  "  the  Book 
of  the  Kirk  ;"  but  of  what  that  larger  quantity  chiefly  consisted, 
he  had  not  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining,  further  than  that  the 
Record  "  contained  a  great  mass  of  information  in  a  more  complete 
"  and  certainly  in  a  more  correct  form  than  any  thing  that  has  been 
"  exhibited  in  any  of  the  publications  which  he  had  ever  seen." 

2.  In  aid  of  the  "  Book  of  the  Kirk,"  and  for  the  enlargement 
of  its  contents,  the  Ecclesiastical  History  of  David  Calderwood  has 
proved  of  most  important  use.  It  would  be  here  out  of  place  to 
enter  into  any  detailed  account  of  that  valuable  work.  It  was 
undertaken,  if  not  originally  under  the  express  authority,  yet  with 
the  entire  approbation  of  the  Church  ;  and  as  the  Records,  re- 
covered in  1638,  were  completely  accessible  to  the  author,  it  is 
evident  that  he  had  made  a  diligent  use  of  his  opportunities,  and 
had  not  confined  his  researches  to  any  of  the  abridgments  which 
were  then  extant.  His  quotations  from  the  Registers  of  the  Assem- 
bly are  very  copious,  and  in  the  present  work  have  been  interwoven 
with  the  contents  of  the  Book  of  the  Kirk,  but  never  without  in- 
dicating the  source  from  which  they  have  been  derived,  by  includ- 
ing them  within  brackets,  with  the  initial  letter  of  the  author's 
name.    The  great  value  of  Calderwood's  work  has  been  long  known, 


and  its  complete  publication  from  the  original  manuscript,  now  in 
the  British  Museum,  has  been  one  of  the  meritorious  labours  of 
the  Wodrow  Society.  The  extracts  introduced  into  the  present 
collection  have  been  taken  from  a  transcript  of  the  original,  made 
for  the  use,  and  under  the  inspection  of  Mr  Robert  Wodrow,  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

It  has  been  the  object  and  anxious  wish  of  those  to  whom  the  con- 
duct of  this  work  was  entrusted,  to  preserve  every  fragment  of  genuine 
record  that  could  be  discovered.  Tor  that  purpose  the  historical 
works  of  Knox,  of  ^lelville,  of  Spottiswood,  of  Petrie,  of  Row,  and 
others,  have  been  carefully  examined,  and  various  corrections  and 
additions  have  been  obtained,  which,  like  those  from  Calderwood, 
have  been  invariably  indicated  by  the  initial  letters  of  their  re- 
spective names.  In  further  illustration  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Church,  several  public  documents,  taken  from  the  Registers  of  the 
Secret  Council  and  other  authentic  sources,  have  been  introduced 
at  their  proper  places  in  the  order  of  time,  and  will  be  found  to  add 
to  the  historical  interest  of  these  volumes. 

In  the  selection  and  transcription  of  nearly  the  whole  of  its  ma- 
terials, and  in  the  various  researches  essential  to  the  successful  com- 
pletion of  the  work,  the  Club  has  to  acknowledge  its  deep  obliga- 
tions to  the  Reverend  William  Beattie  Smith,  A.M.,  Chaplain  to 
the  Garrison  of  Edinburgh  Castle,  whose  zealous  and  long  sustained 
exertions  could  have  been  prompted  only  by  a  deep  feeling  of  in- 
terest in  the  object  to  which  they  were  directed.  That,  after  all, 
some  things  may  have  escaped  his  researches,  is  far  from  impos- 
sible; that  some  few  notices  have  been  introduced  which  were  not 
strictly  within  the  proper  scope  of  the  work,  will  not  escape  the 
observation  of  a  critical  reader ;  but  on  the  whole,  it  is  scarcely  to 
be  hoped  that  a  more  extensive  view  of  the  actual  proceedings  of 
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the  Presbyterian  Church,  during  the  period  which  it  embraces,  can 
now  be  attained. 

It  only  remains  to  be  stated,  that  the  proper  contents  of  what 
has  been  usually  entitled  the  Book  of  the  Universal  Kirk  of  Scot- 
land, may  be  said  to  terminate  with  the  General  Assembly  appointed 
to  be  held  at  Aberdeen  in  the  year  1604 ;  and  that  the  Assemblies 
which  follow,  from  1606  to  1618,  whose  proceedings  have  been  here 
retained  as  necessary  to  complete  the  historical  series,  were,  on  the 
(App.  p.  XLix.)  restoration  of  Presbytery  in  1638,  "  condemned,  and  declared  every 
"  one  of  them  to  have  been  from  the  beginning,  unfree,  unlawful, 
"  and  nuU,"  for  reasons  which  are  recorded  at  length  in  the  Acts 
of  that  Assembly. 

Edinburgh,  March  1845. 
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Proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  holden  at  Glasgow,  in  the  tear  1638, 

RELATIVE  TO  TEE  KeGISTERS  OP  THE  ChURCH. 

Sessio  Z*^   November  26.  1638. 


Then  the  voices  of  the  haill  Assemhlie  wer  craved  anent  the  elcetioun  of  a  Clerk, 
and  Mr  Archibald  Johnstoiin  wes  chosin  be  the  universall  consent  of  all  except  one, 
and  wes  admittit  Clerk  vnto  the  Assemblie  ad  vitam,  and  vnto  all  the  richtes,  ties,  and 
priviledges  perteining  to  ane  Clerk  oif  before,  to  be  extendit  at  large ;  who,  efter  the 
acknowledgement  of  the  weichtines  of  the  charge,  and  liis  insufficiencie  for  it,  im- 
braced  it,  as  haveing  a  calling  fi-om  God  and  the  honourable  Assemblie.  The  Mo- 
derator desjTed  to  be  informed,  if  anie  more  wes  requisite  for  his  admissioun,  hot  a 
solemne  oath  of  his  fidelitic  and  diligence.  Mr  Johne  Row  ansuered.  Nothing  farder, 
but  that  he  sould  bring  foorth,  keip  and  presei-ve  the  Registers  of  the  Church,  at  leist 
so  manie  as  sail  come  in  his  handis,  seing  pitiilil  experience  could  shew  how  these 
Registers  had  been  marred  in  former  tymes.  Then  Mr  Archibald  gave  an  solemne 
oath  of  his  fideUtie  and  diligence  and  conscious  keeping  and  use  making  of  all  Regis- 
ters ;  and  documents  was  taken  of  his  acceptance  and  admission.  The  Moderator  said, 
that  the  books  and  acts  of  all  fornier  Assemblies  should  be  produced  and  putt  in  Master 
Archibald's  hands.  Mr  Thomas  Sandilands  ansuered,  that  he  had  receaved  no  Registers 
from  his  father,  but  onlie  two  bookes  containing  some  Acts  from  the  year  1590,  till 
the  Assemblie  at  Aberdeen  holden«»Mio  1616,  which  therein  is  onlie  begunne,  with  the 
minuts  of  the  acts  of  the  said  Assemblie  of  Aberdene  in  a  paper  apairt,  with  the 
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minutes  of  Sanct  Androis  following  1617,  with  the  acts  of  the  Assemblie  at  Perth  sub- 
scribed be  Mr  James  Sandilands,  and  delivered  the  samen  to  the  AssembUe :  and  being 
posed  for  the  rest  of  the  Registers,  answered,  in  his  fathers  name,  that  hee  had  gotten 
these  two  from  the  bisehop  of  Sanct  Androis,  and  had  never  receaved  any  more  neither 
from  him  nor  from  the  AssembUe  nor  from  any  other.  The  Moderator  craved,  that  all 
the  Registers  might  be  had  and  brought  foorth  from  the  hand  of  any  clerk  or  haver 
of  them,  affirming  that  these  bookes  had  in  them  matters  of  greater  weight  then  all 
other  e^'idents  of  Land  &c.  ifor  they  were  the  Kii'k  of  Scotlands  Magna  Carta,  contain- 
ing all  her  priviledges  and  liberties  since  the  Reformation.  Hee  vrished  also,  that  this 
Assemblie  sould  not  be  depryved  of  so  powerfull  a  meane  of  informatione,  for  proceed- 
ing in  matters  to  be  handled  there.  The  foinner  clerks  sone  afl&nned,  that  he  had  de- 
stroyed nane  of  these  books.  The  Moderator  urged  the  production  of  these  books,  and 
desired  theCommissionertotake  course  for  it.  The  Commissioner  ansuered,that  hee  was 
willingtouseanygood  meane  that  could  be  used  for  the  productione  of  thesebookes,  if  any 
could  shew  ia  whose  hands  they  were ;  for  (said  he)  I  desire  not  that  any  Register  sould 
be  absent,  but  above  all  the  Kirk  Registers.  My  Lord  Rothes  said  that,  by  a  warrant 
from  Kino-  James,  the  Bookes  were  taken  fi-om  Mr  Thomas  Nicolsone  and  the  last 
clerk,  and  putt  in  the  hands  of  the  pretended  Bisehop  of  Sanct  Andi-ois,  and  soe  of  neid- 
force  a  course  must  be  taken  for  getting  of  these  bookes  from  the  Bisehop.  IMi-  Ai-chi- 
bald  Johnstone  said  that,  ia  Gods  providence,  als  many  books  were  come  in  his  hands 
as  sould  be  able  to  make  up  a  pei-fite  Register  of  the  whole  affaires  of  the  kirk  from 
the  Reformatione  untQl  this  day ;  which  bookes  he  produced  on  the  table  and  declared 
by  whom  and  what  meanes  they  were  come  into  his  hands  ;  to  witt,  JVIr  Robert 
Winrahame,  depute  Clerk  imder  JMi*  Thomas  Nicolsone,  and  fi'om  him  to  Alexander 
Blair,  of  which  bookes  there  are  five  volumes  in  folio  ;  but  'Mr  Patrick  Adamsone, 
Bischope  of  Sanct  Andi'ois,  rent  one  of  them,  and  there  are  yet  four  to  the  foir  of 
them  'OTitten  be  jMi-  James  Ritchie  and  ]VL-  Thomas  Nicolsone,  whereof  the  first  two 
containes  the  Acts  of  AssembUe  fi-om  the  year  15G0  to  1572,  subscribed  be  Johne 
Gray,  Clerk  to  the  AssembUe  :  The  third  vohune  fra  1586  till  1590,  wi-itten  and  sub- 
scribed in  the  margine  be  Mr  James  Ritchie,  Clerk  to  the  said  AssembUe  :  The  fifth 
booke,  being  ane  great  volume  of  the  Acts  of  the  AssembUe  fra  the  year  1560  till 
1590,  (whereof  he  had  but  an  len  fi-om  an  minister :)  Whereof  the  first  four  volumes, 
the  said  Mr  Ai-ehibald  declaired  that  he  had  receaved  them  fi-om  Alexander  Blair, 
Wreater,  who  was  servand,  and  succeeded  in  the  place  of  Modifications  of  Stipends 
to  IVIr  Robert  Wim-ahame,  who  had  a  deputation  fi-om  Mr  Thomas  Nicolsone.  Clerk 
to  the  Generall  AssembUe. 

The  Moderator  said,  These  are  good  and  comfortable  newis  imto  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  that  a  pei-fect  Register  of  the  Acts  of  the  Assemblies  are  yet  to  the  fou- ; 
and  that  it  was  needful  that  com-se  be  taken  for  tryell  of  these  bookes,  whether  they 
be  these  same  bookes  wi-itten  be  the  clerks  or  be  their  deputes,  or  copies  onUe  of 
these  bookes.     It  was  ansuered  be  the  clerk,  that  thev  are  the  same,  wi-itten  and  sub- 
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scribed  by  tlie  clerks  owne  hand  ;  and  the  leaves  riven  out  of  ane  of  them  by  the  Bis- 
chop,  from  the  22d  to  the  27th  leaffe,  may  yet  be  knowen  by  the  merkit  number  of 
the  leaffis.  The  first  Clerk  wes  Mr  Jolme  Gray,  who  subscribed  everie  Assemblie 
vnth  his  hand.  The  next  is  also  subscryved,  and  an  memorandum  on  the  first  leaif  of 
it,  vi^here  Mr  Ai'chibald  Huntar  passed  to  the  Chancellor  Maiteland  and  receaved  that 
volume  and  this  uther,  and  the  half  of  that  which  was  rent  by  Biscliope  Adamsone  ; 

The  thii'd  booke,  the  first  act 

of  it  is  the  election  of  Mi'  James  Ritchie,  Clerk,  which  booke  is  all  of  one  hand  writt. 
The  one  booke  is  from  the  60  to  the  70  year.  The  next  from  the  79,  wherein 
the  Biscliope  of  Sanct  Androis  is  censured  and  excommunicat.  And  now  in  Gods 
pro\ddence  there  is  in  the  present  clerks  hands,  a  perfite  Register  from  the  70 
year  to  this  last  Assemblie,  for  which  all  of  us  have  reason  to  praise  God.  The  com- 
missioner said,  See  that  wee  build  on  an  sm'c  foundation,  and  try  well  that  these  bookes 
be  authentick.  The  Moderator  craved,  that  some  judicious  men,  and  skilled  in  dig- 
noscing  handwritts,  might  be  nominat  for  tryell  of  these  bookes ;  and  intreated  the 
Earles  of  Lauderdaill,  Southesk,  and  Argyle,  to  take  inspection  of  the  bookes.  Ar- 
gyle  obiected  his  youth  and  unskillfiilness  for  so  weightie  a  charge,  yet  at  com- 
mand of  the  Commissioner  he  declaired  his  willingness  to  assist  the  worke.  The  Com- 
missioner said,  that  if  his  owne  paines  could  contribute  any  thing  to  the  fiirtherance 
of  the  worke,  he  would  be  ready  to  sitt  upp  day  and  night,  but  would  not  lay  that 
burthen  on  his  Assessours ;  for,  said  he,  seing  it  is  refiised  that  they  should  be  members 
of  the  Assemblie,  hee  saw  not  how  they  could  be  appointed  for  trying  of  these 
Registers.  The  Moderator  answered.  Wee  are  hopeful  that  their  Lordslupps  will 
not  refiise  to  further  the  good  of  tliis  Assemblie,  seing  it  is  said  here  it  is  not  for 
want  of  due  respect  wee  owe  to  their  Lordshipps,  but  onlie  for  preservation  of  the 
Kirks  liberties  as  said  is.  The  Commissioner  said,  I  cannot  see  how  these  that  are 
not  granted  to  be  members  of  this  Assemblie,  can  cognosce  bookes  containing  matters 
of  so  great  weight.  The  Moderator  answered,  that  they  can  best  judge.  The  Com- 
missioner said,  but  I  cannot  consent  unto  it :  Therefore  the  Moderator  said,  let  the 
skilliest  of  the  clerks  of  Sessione,  counsell  and  buiTow  clerks,  such  as  the  Laird  of 
Durie,  the  clerk  of  Dundie,  Mr  Alexander  Pierson,  Advocate,  be  conjoined  as  their 
assessours,  to  help  them  of  the  ministerie,  Mr  James  Bonar,  Mr  John  Row,  Mr 
Andro  Ramsay,  Mr  Wm,  Livingstown,  Mr  John  Adamson,  ]VIr  Robert  Murray. 

Mr  John  Row  aiisuered,  that  he  had  yet  in  his  hands  the  Booke  of  the  Kii-k  Policie, 
subscryved  be  Mr  James  Ritchie,  clerk,  which  will  serve  to  dignosce  the  hand  wiitt. 
Mr  Archibald  Johnstone  said,  hee  had  the  principall  Book  of  Policie,  written  in  Lum- 
bard  paper,  in  his  hand,  which  also  would  conduce  to  that  end ;  this  being  judged 
to  be  the  fittest  way  for  tryall  of  the  Registers  of  the  Kirk,  and  makeing  them  to  be 
authentick. 
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Sessio  5.     November  26.  1638. 


The  Moderator  then  said.  It  is  now  expedient  that  the  sufficiencie  of  the  Kirk 
Registers  be  cleared,  that  they  may  be  deelaLred  authentick.  The  Commissioner 
ansuered,  it  is  a  good  work ;  but  I  have  some  scruples  not  yet  removed.  Then  said 
the  Moderator,  let  some  be  appointed  for  tryell  of  the  Registers  ;  for  the  Assemblie 
being  now  fullie  constitut,  after  the  examination  of  all  controverted  commissions,  may 
give  them  commission  for  trj'ell  of  the  Registers,  and  let  their  testimonie  anent  the 
perfection  of  the  bookes  be  given  in  the  morne.  The  Names  of  the  Committee, 
Mr  Andi'o  Ramsay,  Mr  John  Adamsone,  Mr  John  Row,  ]\Ir  James  Bonar,  Mr  Robert 
Murray,  Mr  Alexander  Gibsone  younger  of  Durie,  IMr  Alex'  Wedderburne  clerk  of 
Dundie,  Mr  Alex'  Piersone  Advocat,  with  such  others  as  they  please  to  jojTie  with 
themselves. 


Sess.  6.     November  27.  1638. 

The  Moderator  said,  Let  us  beginne  where  we  left  at  the  tryell  of  the  Records  of  As- 
semblies. There  was  a  Committie  appointed  yesternight  to  give  in  their  testimonie  anent 
the  authenticnes  of  the  Registers.  If  it  please  your  Grace,  let  their  ansuere  be  heard. 
The  Commissioner  ha\ing  assented,  the  Moderator  called  upone  these  who  were  ap- 
pointed for  the  examination  of  the  Registers  to  reporte  their  testimonie.  Durie  said. 
Please  your  Grace  and  this  reverend  Assemblie,  wee  shall  either  give  in  our  reasones 
be  word  or  in  writt.  The  Commissioner  said,  I  desire  to  heare  you  give  them  in  any 
way  you  please.  Then  the  reasones  of  the  authenticknes  of  the  Registers  were  given 
in  in  writt  and  read  by  the  clerk. 

The  Moderator  said,  please  yom*  Grace,  heir  is  the  testimonie  of  these  that  have  skill 
in  trying  the  Registers  better  nor  any  here  present ;  hes  your  Grace  gotten  satisfaction. 
The  Commissioner  answered,  verilie  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  importance,  and  there 
shall  be  no  man  more  glad  nor  I  to  see  the  Registers  of  the  Kirk  fond  reall  and  pro- 
ven to  be  authentick.  I  am  far  from  contradicting  any  thing  that  these  worthie  gen- 
tlemen hath  done,  for  it  were  impertinent  soe  to  doe.  I  can  say  notliing  at  the  first 
hearing  of  a  paper  read,  but  it  may  be  that  many  scruples  come  in  my  mj-nd  concern- 
ing them,  yea  I  have  alreadie  whereof  I  am  not  resolved.  This  is  the  fii'st  time  that 
ever  I  heard  it  read,  and  therefore  I  cannot  give  my  judgment  of  it.  I  must  confesse 
my  ignorance  in  thir  things,  and  therefore  I  must  be  verie  loath  to  give  my  assent  or 
approbation  to  any  thing  wherein  I  am  not  both  cleare  and  persuaded.  The  Mode- 
rator said,  hes  your  Grace  any  scruples  to  propone  for  the  present.    The  Commissioner 
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said,  I  must  think  upon  it  before  I  propone  them.  The  Moderator  said,  I  would  desire 
this  reverend  Assemblie,  that  if  there  be  any  here,  noblemen,  gentlemen,  or  ministers, 
that  if  they  have  any  thing  to  say  against  this  information  concerning  the  authoritie  of 
the  Registers,  that  they  would  propone  them  either  now  by  word,  or  in  a  short  time  by 
wiitt,  that  this  AssembUe  may  make  a  declaration  that  they  ar  authentick,  andif  no  objec- 
tion be  made  against  them,  wee  will  take  j'our  silence  for  an  approbatioun  of  their  autho- 
ritie :  if  you  have  anjlhing  to  say,  bring  it  foorth  presentlie,  if  not,  produce  it  in  writt 
against  the  morne.  The  Commissioner  said,  I  am  verie  confident  that  that  is  not  the 
Regents  hand  writt.  Durie  answered,  if  it  was  not  his  hand  -ttTitt  it  would  have  sic 
suhscribitur  as  all  other  copies  use  to  have.  I  will  not  affirme  that  everie  reasone 
given  in  for  proving  the  authoritie  of  the  books  is  unquestionablie  good  ;  but  que  non 
prosunt  sing-iila,  multa  juvant.  I  daii'e  say  this  farre :  all  the  Registers  of  Sessione, 
counsell,  and  prime  judicatories  of  this  Kingdome  are  als  farre  short  of  the  Registers 
of  the  Kirk,  as  these  Registers  are  short  of  these  things  treated  here.  The  Commis- 
sioner said,  truelie,  Sir,  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  that  these  reasones  hath  cleared  verie 
much,  and  verilie  they  have  removed  many  scraples  that  I  myself  had  before  the  hearing 
of  them,  soe  that  I  mil  not  contradict  them  ;  but  I  still  doubt  if  that  subscription  be 
the  Regents  hand.  Moderator  said,  If  there  be  any  brother  that  hes  any  coppie  of 
James  Ritchie,  or  John  Graj',  Clerks  to  the  Assembly,  their  hand  wTitt,  lett  them 
produce  them  to  give  iiirder  informatioun,  or  confirme  this  informatioun,  for  possiblie 
some  minister  or  other  hes  some  record  that  may  give  testimony  and  approbation  to 
this  hand  wiitt.  Then  M'  Johne  Row  produced  an  coppie  of  several!  acts,  and  of  the 
Booke  of  Polieie,  written  by  the  said  M'"  James  Ritchie,  and  subscrived  vAih.  his  hand, 
and  other  brethren  of  the  presbitrie,  which  hec  had  keeped  him  selff  now  fiftie-two 
years  ;  and  the  hand  wiitt  of  the  Assemblie  Booke,  and  the  coppies  being  compared 
and  scene  by  the  Commissioner  liimselffe,  they  were  acknowledged  to  be  ane  hand 
writt.  The  Moderator  said,  if  any  man  have  anything  to  oppose  against  any  of  these 
bookes,  let  him  now  bring  it  foorth,  that  an  act  may  be  made  ;  for  if  no  man  produce 
anything,  they  will  be  acknowledged  by  this  Assemblie  to  be  authentick  hereafter. 

Sess.  7.     November  28.  1638. 

The  Moderator  said,  wee  left  at  the  testimonie  which  was  given  by  skilled  men,  who 
were  appointed  for  trjing  of  the  Kirk  Registers,  and  their  testimonie  was  read  in  your 
hearing,  and  wee  requeisted  all  to  brmg  in  tliis  day  their  obiections  and  scniples  con- 
cerning these  Registers  ;  now  wee  crave  that  [any]  one  who  pleases  would  obiect :  for 
if  no  man  obiect,  ane  act  or  record  will  be  msert  in  the  Bookes  of  the  Assemblie,  de- 
clairing  that  these  books  are  authentick.  The  Commissioner  said,  no  man  here  shall 
have  greater  joy  nor  I  to  see  the  Registers  of  the  Kirk  perfji;e  ;  and  no  man  sail  con- 
tribute more  to  it  than  I,  being  a  matter  of  so  gi-eat  importance  and  weight ;  for  upon 
the  Acts  sett  down  in  these  Books  very  much  depends.     But  because  j^ee  have  heard 


xxii  APPENDIX. 

many  objections  made  be  the  Lords  of  Clergie  and  their  adherents  against  the  legalitie 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  Assemblie,  I  am  tyed  yet  to  saj^  somewhat ;  and  I  am 
sorrj'  that  I  must  protest  against  that  in  word,  which  my  heart  desu-es  not.     Sore 
greaved  I  have  reason  to  be  to  protest  against  soe  good  a  work  as  is  the  restoring  of  the 
Kirk  to  her  Records ;  yet  considering  my  many  causes,  which  now  I  will  not  expresse, 
I  am  forcit  to  protest  against  it.     For  albeit  these  Books  may  be  found  authentick  by 
the  consent  of  this  AssembUe,  yet  may  I  do  nothing  which  may  import  either  his 
Majesties  assent  to  it  or  mjTie ;  and  therefore  here  I  make  protestation  against  it. 
The  Moderator  said,  wee  onlie  crave  the  Assemblies  approbation ;   and  if  the  pre- 
tendit  Bischops,  or  any  other,  will  take  upon  them  to  improve  these  Bookes,  or  any 
part  of  them,  they  salbe  heard.     It  is  pittifull  that  there  sould  be  such  a  fearfiill 
rent  in  our  Church,  and  that  any  pointe   of  the  cause  of  it  sould  be  impute  to 
auctoritie,   if  wee  consider  what  a  sweet  unitie  was  once  in  this  Kirk ; — to  cleare  this 
unitie,  I  ^vill  read  a  testimonie  out  of  the  Preface  of  the  Booke,  called  the  Harmonie 
of  the  Confessioun  of  the  Reformed  Kirkes.     After  the  reading  of  it  in  Latine,  he  ex- 
poned  it,   she-ning  the  rare  priviledges  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  beyond  other  Kirkes  : 
that  for  the  space  of  54  years,  it  remained  in  puritie  of  doctrine  and  discipline  with- 
out any  en-our  or  schisme  ;  and  gave  a  reason  of  it,  because  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  was 
reformed  in  doctrine  and  discipline  accorduig  to  the  word  of  God  :  so  it  is  cleare  this 
Kirke  once  had  unitie  ;  and  it  is  cleare  also  by  what  meanes  and  instruments  schisme 
hes  come  in.     The  Commissioner  said,  I  pray  God  this  Kirk  may  injoy  that  puritie 
40,000  years  more,  if  the  world  shuld  indure  so  lang ;  yet  I  must  protest  in  more 
pathetick  wordes  against  the  auctoritie  of  these  bookes,  (for  I  did  it  in  modestie  before.) 
Albeit,  I  would  give  my  estate,  and  venture  my  life,  in  furthering  the  Church  to  be 
restoired  to  her  Registers ;  but  because  of  the  manifold  exceptiouns  I  gave  against  the 
way  of  the  meeting  of  this  Assemblie,  and  against  sundrie  persones  which  are  mem- 
bers of  it,   I  protest  heir,    that  neither  the  Kings  Majestic  nor  the  bischops  be 
wronged  be  any  act  in  these  books ;  and  that  they  are  not  oblist  be  the  acts  of  any 
book,  which  is  not  subscryved  be  the  clerk  of  AssembUe.     My  Lord  Rothes  said,  your 
Grace  promised  to  propone  some  scruples  against  these  bookes,  wherein  your  Grace  was 
not  yet  satisfied,  which  wee  desire  to  heare ;  for  they  are  found  of  all  who  have  tryed  them, 
comparatively  authentick,  and  otherwayes  also.     The  Moderator  said,  wee  are  sure  if 
his  Grace  had  perused  these  bookes,  hee  would  approve  them  also.    The  roll  being  called 
be  the  clerk,  the  Moderator  asked  if  the  Bretherene  did  approve  the  Registers,  who 
answered,  that  they  did ;  and  desires  that  the  reasones  of  the  approbatione  might  also 
be  insert  in  the  Bookes  of  Assemblie  ;  and  that  there  was  not  any  protestatione  made 
by  his  Majesties  Commissioner.    They  desired  also  that  the  Bischop  of  Sanct  Androis 
might  be  summoned  for  the  productioun  of  these  bookes  which  are  wanting. 
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Act  approving  the  Registers. 


Anent  the  report  of  tlie  Assemblies  judgement  of  the  authority  of  the  books  of 
Assembly ;  The  Moderatour  having  desired  that  if  any  of  the  Assembly  had  any  tiling 
to  say,  they  would  now  declare  it,  othermse  they  would  hold  all  approven  by  the 
Assembly. 

The  Commissioner  his  Grace  protested  that  the  Assemblies  approving  these  books, 
or  any  thing  contained  in  them  be  no  wayes  prejudiciall  to  his  Majestic,  nor  to  the 
Archbishops  and  Bishops  of  tliis  Kingdome,  or  any  of  their  adherents  ;  because  he 
had  some  exceptions  against  these  books.  My  Lord  Rothes  desired  these  exceptions 
to  be  condescended  on,  and  they  should  be  presently  cleared,  and  protested  that  these 
books  should  be  esteemed  authentick  and  obligatorie  hereafter. 

The  whole  Assembly  all  in  one  voice  approved  these  books,  and  ordained  the  same 
to  make  faith  in  judgement,  and  out-with,  in  all  time  comming,  as  the  trae  and  au- 
thentick Registers  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  conforme  to  the  testimonie  subscribed  by 
the  Committie,  to  be  insert  with  the  reasons  thereof  in  the  books  of  Assembly : 
Whereof  the  tenour  followeth. 

We  under-subscribers,  having  power  and  commission  fi-om  the  Generall  Assembly 
now  presently  conveened,  and  sitting  at  Glasgow,  to  peruse,  examine,  and  cognosce 
upon  the  validity,  faith,  and  strength  of  the  books  and  registers  of  the  Assembly 
under-written,  to  wit :  A  register  beginning  at  the  Assembly  holden  the  twentie  day 
of  December  1560,  and  ending  at  the  fourth  session  of  the  Assembly  holden  the  28. 
of  December  1566. 

Item  another  register  beginning  at  the  Generall  Assembly,  holden  the  second  day 
of  lune  1567,  and  ending  at  the  fourth  session  of  the  Assembly  holden  at  Perth  the 
ninth  day  of  August  1572,  which  register  is  impei-fect,  and  mutilate  in  the  end,  and 
containeth  no  leaf  nor  page,  after  that  page  which  containeth  the  said  inscription  of 
the  said  fourth  session,  which  two  registers  bears  to  be  subscribed  by  lohn  Gray, 
scribe. 

Item  a  register  of  the  Assembly  holden  at  Edinburgh  the  seventh  day  of  August 
1574,  and  ending  mth  the  twelfth  session,  being  the  last  session  of  the  Assembly  1579. 

Item  another  register  beginning  at  the  Assembly  holden  at  Edinburgh  the  tenth 
of  May  1586,  and  ending  in  the  seventeenth  session  of  the  Assembly  holden  in  March 
1589. 

Item  another  register  being  the  fifth  book,  and  greatest  volume,  beginning  at  the 
Assembly  holden  in  Anno  1560,  and  ending  in  the  year  1590. 

Having  carefully  viewed,  perused,  and  considered  the  saids  registers,  and  every  one 
of  them,  and  being  deeply  and  maturely  advised,  as  in  a  matter  of  greatest  weight  and 
consequence,  do  attest  before  God,  and  upon  oiu*  conscience  declare  to  the  world  and 
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this  present  Assembly,  that  the  saids  foure  registers  above  expressed,  and  every  one 
of  them,  are  famous,  authentick  and  good  registers :  which  ought  to  be  so  reputed, 
and  have  publick  faith  in  judgement  and  out-with,  as  valid  and  true  records  in  all 
things ;  and  that  the  said  fifth  and  greatest  book,  beginning  at  the  Assembly  1560, 
and  ending  1590,  being  margined  by  the  hand-WTits  of  the  Clerk,  and  reviser  of  the 
registers,  cognosced,  and  trj^ed,  and  agreeable  to  the  other  foure  registers,  in  what  is 
extant  in  them,  ought  also  to  be  fi-ee  of  aU  prejudice  and  suspicion,  and  received  with 
credit.  And  in  testimony  of  our  solemne  aflirmation,  we  have  subsci'ibed  these  pre- 
sents with  our  hands. 

Sic  subscribitur. 

Master  Andrew  Ramsay. 
Master  lohn  Adamson. 
Master  lohn  Row. 
Master  Robert  Murray. 
Master  Alexander  Gibson. 
Master  lames  Boner. 
Master  Alexander  Peerson. 
Master  Alexander  Wedderbum. 


Reasons  prooving  the  Five  Books  iND  Registers  produced  before  the 
Assembly  to  be  authentick. 

The  books  now  exhibited  unto  us  under-subscribers,  which  we  have  revised  and 
perused  by  conunission  from  the  Generall  Assembly,  are  true  registers  of  the  Kirk  : 
to  wit,  Five  volumes,  whereof  the  first  two  contain  the  acts  of  the  Assembly,  from 
the  year  of  God  1560,  to  the  j'ear  1572,  all  subscribed  by  John  Gray,  Clerk.  The 
third  from  the  year  of  God  1574,  to  the  j-ear  1579.  The  fourth  from  the  year  of  God 
1586,  to  the  year  1589.  At  which  time  Master  James  Richie  was  Clerk,  who  hath 
frequently  written  upon  the  margine  of  the  saids  two  last  books,  and  subscribed  the 
said  margine  with  his  hand-v\Titing.  And  the  fifth  book  being  the  greatest  volume, 
containing  the  acts  of  the  Generall  Assembly,  from  the  year  of  God  1560,  to  the  year 
1590,  which  agreeth  with  the  foresaids  other  foure  books  and  registers,  in  so  far  as  is 
extant  in  them,  and  fiirther  recordeth  what  is  wanting  by  them,  passing  by  what  is 
mutilate  in  them,  and  which  ^^ith  the  two  volumes  produced  by  Master  Thomas  San- 
dilands  from  the  year  1590,  to  this  present,  maketh  up  a  perfect  register. 

I.  For  the  first  two  volumes  subscribed  by  John  Gray,  albeit  it  be  not  necessar  in  such 
antiquitie  to  proove  that  he  was  Clerk,  seeing  he  designs  himself  so  by  his  subscrip- 
tion, yet  the  same  is  made  manifest  by  an  act  mentioned  in  the  third  book,  in  the  time 
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of  Master  James  Richie,  who  succeeded  him  in  the  said  office,  and  his  hand-wi-it  was 
acknowledged  by  sundry  old  men  in  the  ministery. 

II.  The  uniformitie  of  his  subscriptions  through  both  volumes,  evident  by  occular 
inspection  above  the  ordinarie  custome  of  most  famous  Notars,  delivers  the  same  from 
all  suspicion,  in  facto  tarn  antiquo. 

III.  There  be  many  coppics,  specially  of  general!  acts,  yet  extant,  which  do  not  de- 
bord  fi'om  the  saids  registei's,  but  are  altogether  agTeeable  thereto. 

IIII.  It  is  constant  by  the  universall  custom  of  this  Kingdome,  that  all  registers 
are  transmitted  fi-om  one  keeper  to  his  successour,  and  so  comming  by  progresse  and 
succession  from  the  first  incumbent  to  the  last  possessour,  are  never  doubted  to  be 
the  registers  of  that  judicatorie,  whereof  the  last  haver  was  Clerk;  and  therefore  it  is 
evident,  that  these  books  comming  successively  from  John  Gray,  Master  James  Richie, 
and  Master  Thomas  Nicolson,  who  were  all  Clerks  to  the  Assembly,  into  the  hands 
of  Master  Robert  Winrame,  who  was  constitute  Clerk  depute  by  the  said  Master  Tho- 
mas Nicolson  (as  his  deputation  here  present  to  show,  will  testifie)  are  the  undoubted 
registers  of  the  Assembly :  like  as  Alexander  Blair  succeeded  the  said  Master  Robert 
in  his  place  of  Clerkship  to  the  assignations  and  modifications  of  JMinisters  stipends ; 
aud  during  Master  Robert  his  Ufe-tune,  was  his  actuall  sen'ant,  and  so  had  the  said 
books  by  progresse  from  him,  which  the  said  Alexander  is  readie  presently  to 
testifie. 

V.  The  two  registers  of  Master  James  Richie,  albeit  not  under  his  o\'\ii  hand,  yet 
are  frequently  margined  \\  ith  his  own  hand-WTit,  and  the  same  marginall  additions  sub- 
scribed by  him,  which  hand-WTit  is  seen  and  cognosced  by  famous  men,  who  knoweth 
the  same,  and  is  evident,  being  compared  v\ith  liis  severall  wxitings  and  subscriptions 
yet  extant. 

VI.  The  saids  registers  are  more  pei-fect,  lesse  vitiated,  scored,  and  interlined,  than 
any  other  authentick  and  famous  registers  of  the  most  prime  judicatories  within  this 
Kingdome. 

VII.  Master  Thomas  Sandilands,  in  name  of  his  father,  who  was  late  Clerk  by 
dimission  of  Master  Thomas  Nicolson,  hath  produced  a  volume,  which  proveth  the 
saids  two  registers  of  Master  James  Richie  to  be  sufficient  records ;  because  that  same 
volume  is  begun  by  that  same  hand,  whereby  the  said  Master  James  Richie  his  regis- 
ters are  wTitten,  and  is  subscribed  once  in  the  margine  by  Master  James  Richie  his 
hand,  and  is  followed  forth,  and  continued  m  the  same  book  by  Master  Thomas 
Nicolson,  who  succeeded  him  in  the  place,  and  was  known  by  most  men  here  i)resent 
to  be  of  such  approven  worth  and  credit,  that  he  would  never  have  accomplished  a 
register  which  had  not  been  famous  and  true :  and  whereof  the  hand-WTite  had  not 
then  been  known  to  him  sufficiently. 

VIII.  That  Register  produced  by  Mr  Thomas  Sandilands,  and  prosecuted  by  Mas- 
ter Thomas  Nicolson,  proves  the  first  part  of  that  register  to  be  time  and  famous,  and 
that  first  part  being  by  ocular  inspection  of  the  same  hand-wTit,  with  Master  James 
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Richies  registers,  and  subscribed  in  the  margine  vdth  the  same  hand-writ,  proveth 
Riehies  two  books  to  be  good  records,  and  Rieliies  registers  doth  approve  Grays  books 
by  the  act  of  Assembly  before  written :  specially  considering  the  same  hath  come  by 
progresse  and  succession  of  Clerks,  in  the  hands  of  Alexander  Blair,  now  li^'ing,  and 
here  present. 

IX.  The  compts  anent  the  thirds  of  benefices  between  the  Regent  for  the  time,  and 
the  Assembly,  in  the  second  volume,  page  147,  are  subscribed  by  the  Lord  Regents 
own  hand,  as  appeareth  :  for  it  is  a  royall-like  siibscription,  and  there  is  no  hand  writ 
in  all  the  book  like  unto  it,  and  beareth  not  Sic  subscribitur,  which  undoubtedly  it 
would  do,  if  it  were  a  eoppie. 

X.  Master  James  Carmichell  was  commanded  by  the  Generall  Assembly  1595, 
Sess.  9.  in  the  book  produced  by  Master  Thomas  Sandilands,  to  extract  the  generall 
acts  forth  of  their  books  ;  and  it  is  evident  that  these  books  are  the  same  which  he 
perused  for  that  effect,  because  he  hath  marked  therein  the  generall  acts  with  a  crosse, 
and  hath  designed  the  act  by  some  short  expression  upon  the  margine,  which  is  cog- 
nosced and  known  to  be  his  hand-writ,  by  famous  and  worthy  persons  :  which  is  also 
manifest  by  the  said  Master  James  his  band  and  subscription,  written  with  his  own 
hand  in  the  last  leafe  of  the  said  books  ;  as  also  acknowledged  in  the  said  book,  pro- 
duced by  Master  Thomas  Sandilands,  wherein  the  said  IMr  James  Carmichell  granteth 
the  receipt  of  these,  wth  some  other  books  of  the  Assemblies. 

XI.  The  registers  produced,  are  the  registers  of  the  Assembly,  because  in  Anno 
1586,  the  Assembly  complaineth  that  their  registers  are  mutilate  :  which  hath  relation 
to  Richies  thu'd  book,-  which  is  lacerate  and  mutilate  in  divers  places  without  any  in- 
terveening  of  blank  paper,  or  any  mention  of  hie  deest. 

XII.  If  these  were  not  principall  registers,  the  enemies  of  the  puritie  of  Gods  wor- 
ship, would  never  have  laboured  to  destroy  the  same  :  which  notwithstanding  they 
have  done  ;  as  appeareth  by  the  affixing  and  battei-ing  of  a  piece  of  paper  upon  the 
margine,  anent  a  condition  of  the  commission  not  to  exceed  the  established  discipUne 
of  this  Kirk,  subscribed  by  the  Clerk,  book  3,  page  147.  And  the  blotting  out  the 
certification  of  the  excommunication  against  Bishop  Adamson,  book  4,  page  30,  who 
in  his  Recantation  generally  aeknowledgeth  the  same :  but  which,  without  that  recan- 
tation, cannot  be  presupponed  to  have  been  done,  but  by  coiTupt  men  of  intention  to 
corrupt  the  books,  which  were  not  necessary,  if  they  were  not  principall  registers. 

XIII.  In  the  Assembly  1586,  the  Church  complained  upon  the  Chancelom'  his 
retention  of  their  registers,  and  desired  they  might  be  deUvered  to  their  Clerk,  which 
accordingly  was  done ;  as  a  memorandum  before  the  beginning  of  the  first  book,  bear- 
ing the  redeliverie  of  these  foure  books  to  Master  James  Richie,  Clerk,  proporteth  ; 
which  clearly  evinceth  that  these  foure  books  are  the  registers  of  the  Assemblj'. 

XIIII.  The  said  fifth  book  and  greatest  volume,  is  also  marked  on  the  margine, 
■with  the  hand-writ  of  the  said  M'.  James  Carmichell  (which  is  cognosced)  who  was 
appointed  to  peruse  the  books  of  the  Assembly  as  said  is,  and  would  not  have  margin- 
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ed  the  same  by  vertue  of  that  command,   nor  extracted  the  gencrall  acts  out  of  it,  if 
it  were  not  an  approbation  thereof,  as  an  authentick  and  famous  book. 

XV.  The  said  fifth  vohmie  doth  agree  with  the  other  foure  books,  in  all  which  is 
extant  in  them,  and  marketh  the  blanks,  which  are  lacerate  and  riven  out  of  the  same ; 
and  compleateth  all  what  is  lacking  in  them. 

XVI.  In  the  book  of  Discipline  pertaining  to  Master  James  Carmichell,  subscribed 
by  himself,  and  Master  James  Richie,  there  are  sundry  acts  and  passages  quotted  out 
of  the  said  fifth  great  volume,  sajing.  It  is  written  in  such  a  page  of  the  book  of  As- 
sembly, which  agreeth  in  subject  and  quotations  with  the  said  fifth  book,  and  cannot 
agree  with  any  other ;  so  that  Master  James  Carmichell  reviser  of  the  Assembly 
books,  by  their  command,  would  not  alledge  that  book,  nor  denominate  the  same  a 
book  of  the  Assembly,  if  it  were  not  an  authentick  famous  book. 

XVII.  Though  the  corrupt  natiu-e  of  man  hath  been  tempted  to  falsifie  particular 
evidents,  yet  it  hath  never  been  heard  that  any  whole  register  hath  ever  been  coun- 
terfeited ;  neither  can  it  be  presupponed  that  any  will  attempt  that  high  -nickedness, 
seeing  the  inducements  answerable  to  that  ciime,  can  hardly  be  presupposed. 

XVIII.  It  is  certain,  and  notour  to  all  these  who  are  intrusted  with  the  keeping  of 
the  publick  records  of  the  Idngdome,  that  the  same  are  never  subscribed  by  the  Clerk, 
but  only  wiitten  and  filled  up  by  servants,  and  most  frequently  by  imknown  hands, 
yet  they  and  the  extracts  thereof  make  public  faith,  and  the  same  are  uncontrovertedly 
authentick  registers  ;  and  when  the  most  publick  registers  of  the  kingdome  shall  be 
seen,  and  compared  -n-ith  these  registers  of  the  Assembly,  it  shall  be  found  that  these 
other  registers  of  the  most  soveraigne  judicatories  ever  unsubscribed  are  more  incor- 
rect, oftner  margined,  scored,  and  interlined,  made  up  by  greater  diversitie  of  unknown 
hand-writs,  than  these  books  of  the  Assembly,  which  by  speciall  providence  are  pre- 
sei-ved  so  intire,  that  in  the  judgement  of  any  man  acquainted  with  registers,  they 
will  manifestly  appear  at  the  very  sight  to  be  time,  famous,  and  authentick. 

XIX.  The  fame  and  credit  of  ancient  I'egisters  in  this  kingdome,  is  so  much  rever- 
enced, that  if  any  extract  be  different  or  disconfomie  from  the  register,  that  extract, 
albeit  subscribed  by  the  person  who  for  the  time  had  been  of  gi'catest  eminence  in  the 
trust  of  I'egisters,  wHl  be  rectified,  conforme  to  the  register,  and  have  no  force,  so  far 
as  it  debordeth  there-from  ;  although  the  registers  be  A\Titten  -with  an  obscure,  un- 
known hand,  and  unsubscribed. 
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II. 

Lv  THE  General  Assembly  holden  at  EoiNBtrRGn,  a.d.  1639. 

Sess.  18.     26.  August  1639. 

Act  approving  an  old  Register  of  the  Generall  Assembly. 

The  whole  Assembly  (upon  the  report  made  to  them  anent  the  old  Register  of  the 
Assembly,  gotten  fi-om  Master  John  Rig)  All  in  one  voice  approved  the  said  Re- 
gister, And  ordained  the  same  to  make  faith  in  judgement,  and  out-vpith,  in  all 
time  coming,  as  a  true  and  authentick  Register  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  conforme 
to  the  testimonie  subscribed  by  the  Couunittee,  to  be  insert  in  the  Books  of  As- 
sembly :  whereof  the  tenor  foUoweth  ; 

We  under-subscribers,  Forsameikle  as  the  late  Generall  Assembly  holden  at  Glasgow, 
gave  power  and  Commission  to  us.  To  peruse,  examine,  and  cognosce  upon  the  vali- 
dity, faith,  and  strength  of  the  books  and  Registers  of  the  Assembly,  particularly  set 
down  in  the  Commission  given  to  us  thereanent :  According  whereunto  we  did  care- 
fiilly  view,  peruse,  and  consider  the  saids  Registers,  and  gave  our  testimony  thereof 
under  our  hands,  of  the  validity  and  sufficicncie  of  the  samine,  to  the  said  Generall 
Assembly.  And  now  ha\'ing  a  new  Commission  given  to  us  from  the  Generall  As- 
sembly now  presently  conveened  and  sitting  at  Edinburgh,  To  peruse,  examine,  and 
cognosce  upon  the  validity,  faith  and  strength  of  another  Register  of  the  Assembly, 
which  was  not  set  down  and  recommended  to  us  by  the  said  former  Commission, 
which  Register  beginneth  at  the  Assembly  holden  at  Edinburgh  the  sixth  day  of 
March  1572,  and  endeth  at  the  Assembly  likewise  holden  at  Edinbvirgh  1573  ;  We 
have  carefiilly  viewed,  perused,  and  considered  the  said  Register :  And  being  deeply 
and  maturely  advised,  as  in  a  matter  of  greatest  weight  and  consequence,  do  attest 
before  God,  and  upon  our  consciences  declare  to  the  world,  and  tliis  present  Assembly, 
That  the  said  Register  above  exprest,  is  a  famous,  authentick,  and  good  Register, 
which  ought  to  be  so  reputed,  and  have  publike  faith  in  judgement  and  outwith,  as  a 
valid  and  true  Record  in  all  things,  And  finds  the  same  to  be  of  the  same  hand-writ, 
and  subscribed  by  the  same  Clerk  of  the  Generall  Assembly,  as  divers  of  the  said  other 
Registers  (formerly  perused  by  us)  are.  And  in  testimonie  of  our  solemne  affirmation 
we  have  subscribed  these  presents  with  our  hands,  at  Edinburgh  the 
day  of  August  1639. 
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III. 


Extracts  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commission  of  the  General  Assembly 

1651. 

Perth,  4  3a.'''-  1651.     Ante  meridiem. 

Act  concerning  the  securing  of  the  Registers. 

The  Commission  of  Assembly  being  desyred  by  my  Lord  Register  in  his  letter,  and 
by  the  Clerk,  to  consider  what  they  thought  fitt  to  doe  with  the  Registers  of  the  Kirk, 
which  for  securitie  were  putt  in  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  seing  that  hold  was  now 
surrendered  to  the  Enemie :  And  they  having  taken  it  into  consideration,  doe  appoynt 
the  Clerk  with  all  diligence  to  bring  the  Registers  over  to  this  sj^de  of  the  water,  that 
they  may  be  once  out  fi-om  the  enemies  hands :  And  thereafter  that  he,  with  advyse 
of  the  Moderator  and  the  Lord  Register,  take  some  course  for  their  securitie  and  pre- 
servation in  this  tyme  of  danger ;  committing  it  to  their  special  care ;  and  that  re- 
port be  made  thereof  at  the  next  meeting.     (Minutes,  p.  160.) 


(Letter  from  Sir  Archibald  Johnston,  Lord  Clerk  Register, 
above  referred  to.) 

Right  Reverend, 

The  parlment  commands  me  to  taike  their  Registars  to  Stir- 
ling Castel,  tho  I  think  they  would  be  saifer  in  Dumbarton  Castel,  or  in  the  Basse, 
provyding  they  be  weal  garrisoned  and  victualled.  I  desjTe  to  know  the  advyce  of 
the  Commission  whan*  to  putt  the  Registers  of  the  Kirk,  as  may  lead  most  to  their 
preservation  and  my  exoneration  :  so  leaving  all  vther  things  to  the  bearer,  I  rest, 
your  humble  servant, 

A.  JOHNSTON. 
Edmburgh,  30th  December  [1650.] 

To  the  Right  Reverend  Mr  Robert  Douglas,  Moderator  of  the  Commission 
of  the  General  Assemblie,  at  Perth. 
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Sanct  Androis,  24  Ja"J'  1651.     Post  meridiem. 
Act  for  securing  the  Registers. 

The  Commission  of  the  Generall  Assembly  \TiderstandLiig  by  the  Clerk  that  the  Kirk 
Registers  which  were  in  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  were  now  brought  to  this  side  of 
Forth,  according  to  a  former  order ;  and  that  it  is  the  earnest  desu-e  of  the  Lord  Re- 
gister by  his  letter,  and  of  the  Moderator  and  Clerk,  to  whom  the  care  of  securing 
them  was  committed  at  the  last  Meeting :  That  now  the  Commission  woidd  themselves 
prescryv-e  what  they  thought  fitting  to  be  done  for  then-  security  and  preservation  in 
this  tyme  of  danger :  Therefore  they  doe  appoynt  them  to  be  putt  in  the  Basse,  to 
be  preserved  there ;  and  the  Laird  of  Wauchton,  to  whom  that  strength  belongs, 
being  personallie  present,  most  gladlie  offered  to  receave  them,  promissing  his  outmost 
care  to  secure  and  preserve  them  fi.'om  all  danger.    (Minutes,  p.  212.) 

Falkiabb.    23  Aprile  1651.     Post  meridiem. 
Act  for  the  Kirk  Registers. 

The  Commission  of  Assembly  ha\'ing  heard  by  the  Clerk,  that  according  to  their 
former  order,  he  had  putt  the  Kirk  Registers  in  the  Basse  ;  onUe  the  great  volume, 
which  is  a  double  of  sundrie  of  the  old  Registers,  he  had  not  putt  there  by  the  advise 
of  the  Lord  Register,  conceaving  it  M'as  more  fitting,  sieing  it  was  a  double,  and  made 
an  authentick  Register  at  Glasgow,  that  it  shoidd  rather  be  putt  in  some  other  sure 
place,  than  to  be  keeped  in  the  same  place  with  the  remanent  books  and  registers. 
The  Commission  of  the  Assembly  being  verie  glad  and  well  satisfied  that  the  Regis- 
ters were  now,  in  this  time  of  trouble  and  danger,  in  the  Basse,  doe  approve  well 
thereof,  and  of  the  advice  given  by  the  Lord  Register,  and  the  course  taken  by  the 
Clerk,  for  keeping  that  great  volume,  which  is  an  authentick  double  of  the  Acts  of 
diverse  AssembUes,  from  the  remanent  Registers,  to  be  putt  in  some  other  sure  place : 
And  do  appoynt  the  Clerk  to  putt  the  same  in  Dmiottar,  to  be  keeped  there  safely : 
And  that  the  Moderator  speak  or  writt  to  the  Earle  Marschall,  that  his  Lordship  may 
be  pleased  to  give  order  for  receaving  and  securing  thereof  in  that  place  carcftdlie. 
(Minutes,  p.  317.) 
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IV. 

Extracts  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale, 
1593—1595. 

At  the  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweddale,  held  at  Dalkeith,  3  April  1593. 

Sess.  S*"-     iiij  Aprilis  1593. 

Tryell  of  the  Presbyterie  of  Hadingtone. 

Item  being  accusit  that  sum  of  thair  brether,  and  in  speeiall,  Mi-  James  Carmichel, 
had  nocht  made  the  exerceis  sen  the  last  AssembUe,  answerit :  That  Mr  James  was 
continewellie  burthenit  with  the  common  cause  of  the  kii-k,  quhairunto  be  the  kirk  he 
was  employit.  The  Assemblie,  (i.  e.  The  Synod)  finding  liis  implojTnent  in  the  com- 
mon turnis  to  haif  drawin  him  away  from  the  discharge  of  his  awin  calling,  dischargis 
the  said  Mr  James  of  the  samin,  and  ordains  that  he  awaitt  vpon  the  cure  of  the  kirk 
of  Hadingtone. 

Ordanis  ]Mr  James  Carmichel  to  collect  the  Acts  of  the  Generall  Assemblie,  that 
euerie  brother  may  haif  the  copie  of  thame. 

At  the  Synod,  &c.  at  Edinburgh,  2d  October  1593. 
Sess.  3«^     3  Octobris. 

Anent  the  ordnance  maid  in  the  former  Assemblie,  ordaining  Mi-  James  Carmichell, 
according  to  his  promeis,  to  collect  the  Acts  of  the  Generall  Assemblie,  that  euerie 
brother  may  hawe  the  copie  of  thame :  And  the  brether  of  that  Presbyterie  [of 
Hadingtone]  reporting  that  thai  ^^lderstand  Mr  James  to  be  diUgent  in  that  wark,  it 
is  ordanit  that  thai  trawell  with  the  said  Mr  James  to  perfyte  the  wark. 

At  the  Synod,  &c.  at  Dunbar,  3d  Aprilis  1594. 
Sess.  3''''-     3  Aprilis. 

Anent  the  ordnance  maid  in  the  last  AssembUe,  ordaining  the  brether  of  the  Pres- 
byterie of  Hadingtone  to  trawell  with  Mi-  James  Carmichell,  for  collecting  the  Acts 
of  the  Generall  AssembUe :  According  heirunto  the  said  brether  declaring  that  thai 
had  ti-awelUt  with  the  said  Mr  James,  quha  had  the  said  Acts  in  reddines :  It  is  ordanit 
that  he  present  thame  to  the  Presbyterie  of  Edinburgh. 
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At  the  Synod,  &.c.  at  EoiNBURan,  October  1594. 

Sessio  3"^-  2  Octobris. 

Anent  the  ordnance  maid  in  the  former  Assemblie,  ordaining  thair  brother  Mr 
James  Canniehael  according  to  his  promeis  to  have  the  extract  of  the  Acts  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembhe  and  to  present  thame  to  the  Presbj'trie  of  Edinburgh.  According  here- 
vnto  the  said  Mr  James  declairing  that  the  said  Acts  wer  in  reddines  gif  he  had  the 
help  and  assistance  of  a  wryter  to  help  liim  in  the  wark.  The  Assemblie  appointis  the 
brether  Thomas  Greg  and  Daniel  Vallace  to  assist  and  help  the  said  Mi'  James  in 
vryting  and  thairefter  that  the  said  Mr  James  present  the  said  Acts  to  the  Presbytrie 
of  Edinburgh  betuix  and  Februar  nixt. 


At  the  Synod,  &c.  at  Mussilburgh,  April  1.595. 

Sessio  3^    2  Aprilis. 

Anent  the  ordnance  maid  in  the  former  Assemblie  ordaining  Mr  James  Carmicliell 
to  perfyt  the  wark  begun  be  him  concerning  the  extracting  of  the  Acts  of  the  Generall 
Assemblie.  According  heii-vnto  the  said  Mr  James  declaring  that  he  had  perfy-ttit 
twa  warks,  the  tkrid  remanit,  quhilk  he  producit  before  the  Assemblie.  Quhilk  being 
sichtit,  It  is  ordainit  that  he  do  quhat  h-is  in  him  to  perfyte  the  haill  wai-k  betvvix  and 
the  nixt  Generall  Assembhe,  and  for  this  purpos  the  brether  appointit  in  the  former 
Assemblie  to  assist  him  in  vrjrting. 


At  the  Synod,  &c.  at  Edinburgh,  October  1595. 

Sessio  4°-     (9  October.) 

Anent  the  ordinance  maid  in  diuers  assemblies  of  before  ordaning  thair  brother 
Mr  James  Carmichell  to  perfyte  the  wark  begun  be  him  concerning  the  extracting 
of  the  acts  of  the  Generall  Assemblies.  AccoriUng  heirvnto  the  said  Mr  James  being 
inquyritt  quhat  he  had  done  in  the  said  wark,  declairit  that  as  yet  he  had  not  perfytit 
the  same,  the  Assemblie  desjTitt  that  he  wald  do  quhat  lay  in  him  to  pei-fs-te  tlie  same  ; 
and  hes  appoyntit  thair  brether  Thomas  Greg  and  Daniel  Vallace  to  help  him  in 
vryting. 
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Extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Church  Patronage,  1834. 

Mercurii,  23°  die  Aprilis,  1834. 

Resolved, — That  Mr.  A.  Johnston,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Lee,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Welsh, 
Mr.  James  Chalmers,  of  London,  and  the  Reverend  Piincipal  Macfarlane,  be  request- 
ed to  proceed  to  Sion  College,  London  Wall,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  books 
presented  to  the  trustees  of  that  College  by  the  late  Mr  Campbell,  and  to  report  to 
this  Committee  if  in  any  or  in  what  degree,  these  books  afford  information  connected 
with  the  inquiry  on  Church  Patronage  in  Scotland. 

(signed)         Geo.  Sinclair,  Chairman. 


Veneris,  25°  die  Aprilis,  1834. 


The  Rev.  John  Lee,  D.D.,  again  called  in ;  and  examined. 


Since  I  had  formerly  an  opportunity  of  giving  evidence  before  the  Committee,  I  have 
had  access  to  the  Records  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  Sion  College,  London,  and  I 
am  fully  satisfied  that  those  volumes  (which  I  am  quite  certain  are  authentic  records) 
contain  a  great  mass  of  information  in  a  more  complete  and  certainly  in  a  more  cor- 
rect form  than  anything  that  has  been  exhibited  in  any  of  the  publications  upon  the 
subject  which  I  have  ever  seen.  In  particular,  I  may  state  that  there  are  some  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  or  rather  Convention,  of  1562,  which  have  for  at  least 
100  years  been  a  matter  of  dispute  ;  one  entiy  has  been  quoted  by  several  authors 
with  relation  to  the  Bishop  of  Galloway,  Mr.  Alexander  Goi'don,  who,  it  is  said  by 
Calderwood,  was  i-efused  admission  to  the  office  of  superintendent  because  he  had  not 
observed  the  order  of  calling  superintendents,  and  in  the  meantime  was  required  to 
subscribe  the  Book  of  Discipline.  That  any  such  order  was  communicated  to  him 
has  been  strongly  denied  by  some  of  the  controversial  writers  upon  the  subject,  and 
not  vrithout  reason,  because  the  book,  which  in  Scotland  was  looked  upon  as  the 
transcript  of  an  authentic  record  of  the  Church,  does  not  contain  any  such  fact. 
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At  the  same  time,  I  may  now  state  with  confidence,  that  this  particular  is  inserted  in 
the  Record  of  the  Church,  though  not  by  any  means  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been 
quoted  by  different  writers.  I  perceive  that  there  are  other  entries  on  the  same  sub- 
ject which  are  much  more  detailed  in  those  volumes  than  they  are  in  any  of  the  books 
in  the  possession  of  the  Assembly  ;  but  fi-om  the  short  tune  during  which  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  inspecting  the  volumes,  I  cannot  be  expected  now  to  fLirnish  any  par- 
ticulars of  importance.  I  merely  refer  to  these  books  as  sources  fi-om  which  authentic 
information  may  be  derived. 

At  what  period  does  the  date  of  that  book  commence,  and  to  what  period  does  it 
extend  ? — It  consists  of  three  volumes ;  the  first  begins  with  the  first  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  15G0,  and  ends  in  the  year  1589  ;  it  contains  nearly 
1,300  pages,  each  of  which  is  more  crowded  with  matter  than  a  page  of  this  book 
which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  and  the  number  of  pages  in  this  book,  extending  to 
the  same  period,  is  about  380.  The  second  volume  begins  with  the  year  1590  and 
ends  in  March  1596,  or  according  to  our  present  computation,  1597.  The  third  be- 
gins with  May  1597,  and  ends  in  August  1616.  These  books  embrace  the  whole  iieriod 
between  1560  and  1616.  Here  is  an  abstract  of  the  contents  of  the  whole  books 
made  before  they  were  deposited  in  Sion  College  ;  it  contains  a  fac-simile  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  books  are  attested  both  at  the  beginning  and  end. 

Can  you  produce  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  books  be- 
longing to  Sion  College  ? — This  is  the  Report,  which  I  now  beg  to  give  in. 

[  Tlie  Witness  delivered  in  the  same,  wJiich  zvas  read,  as  folloivs  .-] 

London,  24  April  1834. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Churcli 
Patronage,  Scotland,  we  have  this  day,  within  the  Librarj'  of  Sion  College,  London  Wall, 
inspected  three  books,  in  manuscript,  bearing  to  be  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  fi-om  1560  to  13  August  1616.  We 
have  also  read  the  deed  of  agreement,  by  which  said  books  were  gifted  by  Mr.  Arelii- 
bald  Campbell  to  the  trustees  of  Sion  College ;  and  we  crave  leave  humbly  to  report, 
1st,  That  in  our  opinion,  these  Records  are  the  genuine  and  authentic  register  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Chm-ch  of  Scotland,  for  the  above  period ; 
and,  2d,  That  they  contain  much  information  connected  with  the  enquiry  on  Church 
Patronage  in  Scotland. 

And"'  Johnston.        John  Lee. 

D.  Macfarlan.         Ja.  Chxdmcrs. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  in  addition,  that  the  Committee  were  at  pains 
to  compare  the  earhest  and  most  important  volume  with  a  document  which  I  formerly 
produced  before  the  Committee,  containing,  along  with  other  matters,  the  Book  of 
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Discipline,  which  belonged  to  jVIi".  James  Carmichael,  minister  of  Haddington.  This 
document  is  referred  to  in  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  1638,  in  which  the 
reasons  for  considering  that  earUest  volume  an  authentic  register  are  inserted ;  and 
not  only  did  the  book  appear  to  be  in  the  hand-writing  which  is  stated  in  the  Acts  of 
the  Assembly  to  be  at  least  partly  found  in  it,  but  it  likemse  contained  passages  which 
are  there  said  to  be  found  in  particular  pages  marked  by  JNIr.  James  Ritchie,  the  Clerk 
of  the  Assembly.  The  passage  is  very  remarkable,  but  it  would  detain  the  Committee 
perhaps  to  mention  it,  though  if  any  report  is  to  be  given  upon  the  subject  it  might 
be  material.  It  is  stated  in  the  printed  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  1038,  that 
what  is  called  "the  5th  book  and  gi-eatest  volume  is  marked  on  the  margin  ^\-ith  the 
hand-writing  of  IMi-  James  Carmichael,  which  is  cognosced,  who  was  appointed  to 
peruse  the  books  of  the  Assembly,  and  would  not  have  margined  the  same  by  virtue 
of  that  command,  nor  extracted  the  general  acts  out  of  it,  if  it  were  not  in  approba- 
tion thereof  as  an  authentic  and  famous  book.  In  the  Book  of  Discipline  pertaining 
to  JVIi-.  James  Carmichael,  subscribed  by  himself  and  by  'Mr.  James  Ritchie,  there 
are  sunch-y  acts  and  passages  quoted  oiit  of  the  said  5th  great  volume,  saying  it  is 
written  in  such  a  page  of  the  Book  of  Assembly,  which  agreeth  in  subject  and  quota- 
tions with  the  said  iifth  book,  and  cannot  agree  with  any  other  ;  so  that  Sir.  James 
Carmichael,  re^'iser  of  the  Assembly  Books  by  their  command,  would  not  allege  that 
book,  nor  denominate  the  same  a  book  of  the  Assembly,  if  it  were  not  an  authentic 
famous  book."  Now  this  Uttle  volume  to  wliich  I  have  referred  contains  references 
to  pages  839,  873,  and  828,  all  of  which  on  comparison  were  foimd  to  correspond 
with  that  earliest  record. 

Have  you  any  fiirther  particulars  to  communicate  collected  fi-om  the  inspection  of 
the  books  at  Sion  College  ? — No,  I  think  that  nothing  occm-s  to  me,  except  that  the 
second  and  third  vohmies  are  subscribed  in  a  hand-wTiting  which  is  well  known  to 
me,  that  of  Thomas  Nicolson,  who  was  long  Clerk  of  the  Assembly ;  and  on  a  former 
occasion  I  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  hand-writing  of  that  individual  with 
the  hand-writing  which  is  upon  these  two  volumes. 


Veneris,  2"  die  Mali,  1834. 


The  Rev.  Robert  Watts,  junior,  called  in  and  Examined. 

Have  you  any  communication  to  make  to  the  Committee  with  regard  to  the  order 
that  was  transmitted  for  sending  the  books  at  Sion  College  to  this  Committee  ? — I 
was  directed  to  give  the  Committee  this  paper  for  their  inspection. 
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[TJie  Witness  delivered  in  the  same,  which  ivas  read,  as  follows:] 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Governors  of  Sion  College,  liolden  on  Thursday,  the  First  day 
of  May  1834; 

Present — The  Rev.  Sir.  Biirgh,  President ; 

Mr.  Bellamy,        ^Oeans; 

Mr.  Saunders,      J 

Mr.  Beresford,  Assistant: 

The  Secretary'  stated,  that  he  had  summoned  this  court  in  consequence  of  the  Rev. 
Robert  Watts,  junior,  Assistant  Librarian  ha^dng  received  a  summons  from  a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Patronage  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
to  produce  the  three  volumes  of  the  Book  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  gifted  by  the 
late  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell,  and  also  the  deed  of  gift  of  the  said  books. 

Upon  which  the  Court  took  this  matter  into  their  consideration  ;  and  the  deed  of 
gift  being  read. 

It  was  resolved. 

That  this  Court  are  extremely  anxious  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  trust  under  which  they 
hold  the  books,  and  are  therefore  willing  that  any  inspection  of  them  should  take 
place,  and  that  a  transcript  should  be  made  of  the  said  books  by  such  persons  as  the 
Committee  may  appoint,  but  that  the  deed  of  gift  expressly  restricts  them  from  part- 
ing with  the  custody  of  the  books  themselves. 

That  the  Rev.  Mr  Watts,  junior,  do  attend  the  said  Committee  to-morrow,  and 
produce  to  them  the  deed  of  gift ;  and  humbly  express  to  them  the  opinion  of  this 
Court,  which  has  been  corroborated  by  that  of  Su-  Nicholas  Tindal  when  soUcitor- 
general ;  and  that  this  Court  trust  the  Committee  will  not  compel  them  to  part  with 
the  custody  of  the  manuscripts,  in  express  isolation  of  their  trust. 

Have  you  any  thing  further  to  state  to  the  Committee  upon  this  subject  ? — With 
regard  to  the  deed  of  gift,  just  at  the  conclusion  of  it,  the  Committee  will  observe, 
that  the  copies  are  directed  to  be  made  in  the  Librarj' ;  that  is  the  part  upon  which 
the  directors  found  their  desire  not  to  give  them  up.  It  is  implied,  at  least  their 
legal  advisers  say  so,  that  they  are  not  to  let  them  go  out  of  the  Library. 

[  The  Witness  withdrew.] 

The  Witness  was  again  called  in,  and  informed  that  the  Committee  had  re- 
solved that  the  books  should  be  produced  on  Monday  next. 
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LuncB,  5°  die  Maii,  1834. 


The  Rev.  Robert  Watts,  Junior,  called  in,  and  further  examined. 

Will  you  produce  the  books  which  you  were  ordered  to  produce  on  the  last  occa- 
sion ? — These  are  the  books. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  what  those  books  are  which  you  produce  ? — 
Manuscript  Records  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland. 

How  many  volumes  are  there,  and  of  what  date  ? — Three  volumes  ;  from  1560  to 
1619. 

[  TJie  same  ivere  delivered  in.] 
[!77te  Witness  ivitlulrew. 'I 

The  Witness  was  again  called  in  and  informed,  that  the  Committee  wished 
the  books  to  he  upon  the  Table  for  their  inspection,  and  that  the  Committee  would 
send  to  him  when  they  wished  them  to  be  returned. 
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VI. 


The  following  list  of  the  Original  Books  of  the  General  Assemblies  of 
THE  Church  will  serve  to  exhibit  in  one  view  their  dates  and  history. 

1.  Dec.  20,  1560  to  Dec.  28,  1566. \t>     ,       i  •    ipqo  i     w      •. 

^    -r  r,\r^>r        »  n! -,  r  ^-^    >  Producecl  iH  1638  bv  Wamston. 

2.  June     2,1567  —  Aug.     9,  1572.  J  "^ 

3.  March  6,  1572  —  March  6,  1573.     Produced  in  1639  by  Rigg. 

4.  Aug.     7,  1574  —  July         1579. 

S.July    12,  1580  — Oct.  1583.  \p     ,       ,  •    i^qq  u    w      •* 

„    ,T        -.^   -.-^^        ,^      ,        ,,r,^    > Produced  m  1638  by  Warnst on. 
6.  May    10,  1586  —  March       1589.  i 


6.  May    10,  1586  —  March 

7.  Aug.     1,  1590  —  May    1 

8.  March  7,  1597  —  Aug.  13,  1616 


7.  Aug.     1,  1590  -  May    17,  1597.  Jp^^j^^^^  .^  ^^gg  ^^  SandUands. 


Of  these  eight  Original  volumes,  the  four  recovered  by  Warriston  and  produced  to 
the  Assembly  1638,  viz.  the  first,  second,  fifth,  and  sixth,  and  that  produced  by  Rigg 
in  the  Assembly  1639,  being  the  third  of  the  series,  have  not  been  traced  beyond  their 
transfer  fi'om  the  Bass  to  the  Tower  of  London.  Of  the  fourth  original  volume,  no 
trace  whatever  has  been  found.  In  the  Assembly  1638,  it  was  e^ddently  conjectured 
or  supposed  to  be  in  the  possession  of  Archbishop  Spottiswood.  Tlie  two  original 
volumes,  viz.  the  seventh  and  eighth,  obtained  by  Sandilands  fi-om  the  Archbishop, 
and  produced  to  the  Assembly  1638,  together  with  the  large  duplicate  volume,  re- 
covered by  Warriston,  were  certainly  those  ultimately  destroyed  in  1834. 
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VII. 

Documents  ri;ferred  to  in  the  Preface,  Page  ix. 


1. — Letter  from  Mr  William  Grant  of  Preston-Grange,  Procurator  of  the 
CnuRcn,  May  3,  1733. 

To  the  very  Mevet'end  Moderator  of  tfie  General  Assembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  at  Edinburgh. 

Reverend  Sir, 

The  Commission  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  by  their  Act  of  the 
fourteenth  of  March  last,  ilid  appoint  me  to  take  a  view  of  a  Manuscript  of  the  old 
Acts  of  Assembly,  and  if  I  judged  them  true  and  authentick,  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
transcribed. 

In  obedience  to  this  appointment,  I  have  several  times  view'd  the  Mss.  and  con- 
ferred with  Mr  Cami>bel,  the  Proprietor  of  them  ;  but  neither  can  I  take  upon  me  to 
judge  whether  they  are  true  or  authentick,  tho  to  be  copyed  I  think  they  would  well 
deserve.  But  the  Gentleman  insists  on  other  conditions  than  were  at  first  explained 
or  made  known  to  the  Commission,  or  to  me  till  I  saw  him  here.  All  therefore  that 
I  can  do,  is  to  explain  as  well  as  I  can  at  a  distance,  what  these  Mss.  are,  and  upon 
what  terms  we  can  have  the  Mss.  or  a  Copy  of  it ;  and  then  the  General  Assembly 
may  judge  what  shall  be  done. 

To  give  you  some  view  of  the  contents  of  these  Books,  which  are  three  Volumes, 
one  greater,  and  two  smaller,  and  all  in  Folio,  I  have  employed  one  to  take  a  note  of 
the  several  Assemblys,  their  date  of  commencement,  and  number  of  Sessions,  and  the 
time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  Assembly,  as  oft  as  that  is  found  in  the 
Mss.  And  a  great  part  of  this  Abstract  I  have  myself  compared,  and  connected  by 
the  Mss.  itself,  and  the  rest  caused  to  be  done  by  another  than  the  transcriber.  He 
has  likewise  set  down  the  words  prefixed  and  subjoined  to  the  gi'eat  Volume,  which 
appears  to  be  signed  by  A.  Johnstoun  of  Waristoun  ;  and  the  Title  prefixed  to  the 
2d  Volume ;  and  the  names  of  Moderators ;  and  the  places  where  subscriptions  ap- 
pear in  the  Mss.  This  was  the  best  view  that  I  could  think  of  gi\'ing,  such  as  could 
be  sent  in  a  letter.  Any  account  or  abstract  of  the  contents  or  matters  of  the  Acts 
themselves  would  have  been  bulky,  and  required  time  to  prepare. 

The  subscriptions  appear  to  me  to  be  time  and  original.  Those  of  Waristoun  to 
the  first  Volume  I  compared  with  three  other  authentic   Subscriptions  of  his,  fur- 
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nislied  by  his  son  the  Secretarj' ;  and  with  these  the  Mss.  agrees,  except  in  the  (hon) 
h*,  which  is  thus  ^vrit  in  the  Book,  tho  the  others  have  no  such  tail  subjoined;  yet 
the  air  and  appearance  agree  together  ;  and  perhaps  that  singularitj'  was  added  to 
his  Office-Subscriptions,  to  distinguish  these  from  his  ordinary  ones.  The  other  two 
Volumes  are  both  signed  by  T.  Nicolson ;  but  I  had  nothing  to  compare  these  with, 
tho  they  have  likewise  the  appearance  of  originals. 

Such  are  these  Mss.  and  upon  them  the  Hon.  Mr  Archibald  Campbell,  the  owner, 
sets  a  very  high  value ;  and  declares  his  resolution,   that  if  he  shall   not  part  with 
them,  or  pubUsh  them  in  his  o\vn  Ufetime,  he  will  take  care  that  they  shall  be  carrj-ed 
out  of  this  Kingdom,  where  they  cannot  be  come  at,  after  his  decease. 
His  present  Resolutions  and  demands  are  these  : 

That  in  case  encom-agement  shall  be  given  for  prmting  the  Mss.  he  will  then  allow 
it  to  be  copyed  in  order  to  Publication,  and  not  otherwise. 

That  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  at  the  charge  of  making  a  Copy  for  the  Press, 
which  will  cost  about  £30  Ste. 

That  being  published,  the  General  Assembly  may  retain  the  Copy  that  shall  be  so 
made,  and  collated  with  the  Original ;  and  shall  forther  have  the  reftisal,  or  first  offer 
of  the  Oiiginal  Mss.  itself,  they  being  willing  to  give  him  the  same  price  for  it,  that 
he  can  get  from  any  other  person. 

Wliat  will  be  encouragement  sufficient  for  printing  it,  you'l  see  by  Mr  Millar  the 
Bookseller's  Proposal ;  and  it  is  in  case  300  Subscriptions  shall  be  obtained  in 
Scotland. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  not  meant  or  desired  that  the  Publication  should  be  by 
authority  of  the  Church,  as  if  these  were  cognosced  and  judged  authentick  Registers  ; 
but  merely  as  the  act  of  the  private  Proprietor  of  the  Mss. 

Ml'  Campbel  thinks,  that  for  the  Mss.  itself,  even  after  it  is  printed,  he  can  get  a 
hundred  Pounds  St. 

Thus  I  have  laid  before  you  the  ease  as  it  stands,  and  shall  not  presume  to  offer 
any  opinion.  The  Mss.  appears  to  be  valuable,  and  well  worth  having,  either  the 
Principal,  or  an  Authentick  Copy,  if  it  could  be  had  on  reasonable  terms.  And  the 
question  to  be  deteimined  is.  Whether  the  value  of  this,  or  the  difference  betsvixt  this 
and  such  other  Mss.  as  we  have  already  in  Scotland,  be  worth  the  purchasing  on  the 
terms  above  mentioned. 


I  am,  with  great  respect, 
Reverend  Sie, 
Your  most  Humble  and  most  Obedient  Servant, 

William  Grant. 
London,  May  3d  1733. 

*  See  fac-simile  of  Wariston's  signature,  page  xlvi. 
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2. — Proposals  for  Printing  by  Subscription — The  Acts  of  the  General  As- 
sembly OF  the  CnuRcn  of  Scotland  from  the  Reformation  to  1616  inclusive, 
IN  2  Vols,  in  Folio. 

I.  This  Book  will  contain  about  200  Sheets,  and  will  be  printed  on  a  good  Paper 

and  Letter. 

II.  The  Work  shall  be  put  to  the  Press  so  soon  as  300  Copies  are  subscribed  for,  and 

it  shall  be  Published  in  Six  Months  after  such  a  number  is  procured. 

III.  The  Price  to  Subscribers  to  be  2d  ^  Sheet,  but  as  the  number  of  Sheets  it  will 
make  is  uncertain,  half  a  Guinea  is  proposed  to  be  paid  down,  and  the  Remain- 
der on  the  Delivery  of  a  Book  in  quires. 

IV.  Those  who  subscribe  for  Six  shall  have  a  Seventh  Gratis. 

N.B.  The  Names  of  the  Subscribers  shall  be  Printed  before  the  Work. 

Subscriptions  are  taken  in  by  And"  Millar  Bookseller,  against  St  Clement's  Church 
in  the  Strand,  London :  and  by  Gavin  Hamilton,  Bookseller  in  Edinburgh. 


3. — Mr  Wodrow's  Letter  anent  Registers.     Oct.  29,  1733. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  10  did  not  reach  me  till  the  17.  I  have  carefully  perused  all 
the  Papers  you  so  Icindly  send  me,  and  have  collated  the  Table  which  I  see  hath  2  or 
3  errors  in  it, — John  Hay  for  George  Hay,  and  some  others.  The  abstract  gives 
some  more  light ;  but  if  it  had  noticed  the  first  and  last  words  of  every  Session,  it 
would  have  afi'orded  much  more. 

Now  I  am  satisfied,  The  Record  in  Mr  Campbells  hands,  is  distinct  and  a  difierent 
copy  ft'om  these  we  have  in  Scotland :  But  whether  the  differences  be  so  considerable 
betwixt  them  as  to  answer  the  high  price  he  setts  on  his  Mss.  I  cannot  yet  judge. 
Indeed  I  hesitate  much  upon  it. 

Before  I  come  to  give  you  the  defFects  I  observe  in  my  copy,  which  I  suppose  agrees 
veiy  much  with  that  Dr  Eraser  sent  down,  and  the  5  or  6  others  we  have,  let  me 
observe  irom  the  printed  Acts  of  Assembly  1638,  p.  3.  line  last.  Fol.  edit,  that  at  that 
time  there  were  many  eopys  specially  of  General  Acts  then  extant,  which  they  say 
agree  with  the  Registers  which  they  are  proving  to  be  authentick.  Of  this  kind  I 
take  our  present  copys  to  be.  These  Acts  of  general  use  were  appointed  to  be  ex- 
tracted by  Mr  Craig  and  others  about  1592  :  But  whether  our  copys  be  that  extract 
I  cannot  say.  They  seem  to  be  very  large,  and  contean  many  things  as  to  particular 
persons,  one  would  think  are  of  no  general  use. 

The  observations  that  ofifered  themselves  to  me,   upon  collating  tlie  large  Abstract 
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and  short  Table  with  my  copy  ai'e  these.  The  adjournments  in  the  Record  are 
pretty  often  wanting  in  the  copy.  The  Moderators  alwise  agree.  The  Title  of  the 
Assemblys  differs  more  in  words  then  in  sense  as  far  as  the  Abstract  goes.  The  Re- 
cord generally  leaves  out  Superintendants,  Ministers,  and  Commissioners  from  Shires 
and  Countiys,  which  is  pretty  often  in  the  Title  of  the  copy.  Two  things  make  the 
Table  the  more  useless  to  me  in  this  collation.  The  Copy  pretty  often  agrees  in  the 
number  of  Sessions ;  but  then  it  leaves  severall  of  them.  It  will  have  Sess.  1  &  3  &  6. 
and  yet  they  agree  in  the  totall  number  ;  and  its  probable  from  the  Abstract  1562, 
that  Sessions  in  one  Assembly  are  putt  together,  without  numbering ;  and  perhaps 
the  Table  is  taken  from  the  last  number  of  the  Record,  and  may  want  some  of  the 
intemiediat  Sessions.  Some  of  the  differences  I  have  observed  between  the  Record 
and  Copy  are  as  follow. 

Ass.  1563,  Decr.  25,  Session  2d  is  wanting  in  the  Copy. 

—  1564,  June  25,  Session  3d  is  wanting  in  the  Copy. 

In  both  these  the  Mss.  Calderwood  hath  extracts  which  the  Copy  wants.  From  this 
and  Calderwoods  numbering  every  Assembly  exactly  the  same  way  with  the  Table, 
I  guess  CaldeiTvood  hath  made  his  extracts  fi-om  the  Records. 

Ass.  1567,  July  21.     Sessio  4  &  5  wanting  in  the  Copy. 
Calderwood  hath  extracts  out  of  the  5  Session. 

Ass.  1567,  Dec.  25.  6  &  7  Sessions  wanting  in  the  Copy. 

Caldenvood  hath  extracts  fi'om  both. 
Ass.  1568,  Feb.  25.     The  dates  of  the  dayes  of  the  Sessions  differ,   and  the  Copy 

wants  Sess.  6.  which  Calderwood  hath  extracts  from. 
Ass.  1569,  July  4.     Sessio  4  is  wanting  in  the  Copy. 

Calderwood  also  hath  extracts  fi'om  it. 
Ass.  1569,  March  1.     The  Copy  wants  Sess.  4  &  5.  6. 

which  Calderwood  also  gives  extracts  from. 
Ass.  1570,  July  5.     Sess.  6,  is  wanting  in  Copy. 

—  1570,  Mar.  5.     Sess.  6,  is  wanting  in  Copy. 

—  1570,  (1571)  Aug.  6.     Sess.  3  &  4  wanting  in  Copy. 

—  1571,  Jan.  12.     Sess.  4,  5,  6,  wanting  in  Copy. 

—  1571,  March.     Sess.  4  wanting  in  Copy. 

—  1572,  August.     Sess.  4  wanting  in  Copy. 

—  1572,  March  6.     Sess.  2,  4,  5,  wanting  in  Copy. 

Calderwood  gives  extracts  of  some  of  these,  but  not  al'wise.     About  this 
time  Bishop  Adamsons  lacerations  begin. 
Ass.  1572,  August  6.     Sess.  4  &  5  wanting  in  Copy. 

—  1573,  March  6,     Sess.  2,  4,  6,  wanting  in  Copy. 

—  1574,  August  7.     Sess.  4  &  5  wanting  in  Copy. 

Here  the  Abstract  ends.  I  doubt  the  Table  is  not  so  exact.  Houever  in  what  fol- 
ows,  I  nottice  these  differences. 
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Ass.  March  1574.  Copy  wants  Sess.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7.  This  I  imagine  is  one  of 
Adamsons  tearings. 

In  severall  Assemblys  the  Record  hath  a  Session  or  2  more  than  the  Copy,  as  Ass. 
1575,  1578,  1583,  1587,  1591,  1600. 

Ass.  1610,  The  Record  hath  5  Sessions.     The  Copy  hath  no  distinction. 

Ass.  161G,  Record  hath  but  one  Session.  Copy  hath  18  Sessions.  Neither  Record 
nor  Copy  have  the  Assembly  at  Perth  1618.     Caklenvood  hath  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  ready  to  think,  that  the  diiferences  are  not  very  great  be- 
tween the  Record  and  our  Copys ;  and  that  Calderwoods  Mss.  will  very  much  supplye 
these  deffect  of  this.  I  shall  be  in  better  case  to  wi-ite  when  I  collate  my  Copy  with 
Calderwoods  Mss.  as  I  incline  to  doe  this  winter,  if  I  recover  my  fiu-ther  strenth,  which 
is  but  uncertain,  severall  lesser  timiors  rising  upon  my  breast. 

Under  your  correction,  and  the  Committys  that  have  this  matter  before  them,  I 
shall  offer  my  present  thoughts  upon  the  whole. 

The  Great  Book  now  in  the  Honorable  Mr  Campbells  hands,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
5  Register  which  is  named  Act.  Ass.  1638  p  :  2  :  called  the  Greatest  Volimie,  and 
declared  free  of  all  prejudice  and  suspicion,  and  to  be  received  vidth  credite,  as  mar- 
gined by  the  hand  write  of  the  Clerk,  and  agi'eeable  to  the  4  proceeding  Books.  At 
first  when  I  read  the  Abstract  you  sent  me,  and  obsen^ed  in  your  letter  that  S.  Siib- 
scribitur  is  not  added  to  Gray's  subscriptions,  as  in  my  Copy,  I  inclined  to  think  this 
volume  to  have  been  the  4  volumes  mentioned  by  the  Assembly  1638  bound  up 
in  one.  But  besides  Lord  Wan-iston's  declaration,  that  this  is  the  Great  Book, 
that  is  the  Greatest  of  the  5,  and  the  5th  Register,  the  division  of  the  Tomes 
in  the  Table  doth  not  agree  with  the  volumes  mentioned  in  the  Acts  of  the  Assembly 
1638.  You  will  see  page  2d,  that  the  2d  Register  and  2d  Tome  in  the  Table  end 
Assembly,  August  1572.  And  the  3d  Register  lying  before  the  Assembly  1638,  con- 
teans  the  Assemblys  from  1574 — 1579,  which  is  the  4  Tome  of  the  Copy  in  the  Ho- 
norable Mr  Campbells  hands.  And  in  the  Registers  before  the  Assembly  1638,  there 
is  a  gap  between  1572  and  1574,  which  youl  see  bj'  the  Table  is  made  up  in  Mr 
Campbels  Record,  Tome  3d.  So  that  its  impossible  this  Record  can  be  the  same 
with  the  4  volumes  lying  before  the  Assembly  1638,  and  declared  to  be  famouse, 
authentick  and  good  Registers  by  them  :  Besides  in  the  Table  the  5  Tome  eonteans 
the  Acts  of  Assemblys  from  1579  to  May  10,  1586,  which  are  wanting  in  the  4  vol- 
umes of  Registers  before  the  Assembly  1638 :  And  so  tliis  gi-eater  volume  eonteans 
these  years  which  were  not  in  the  authentick  Registers ;  and  then  the  6  Tome  comes 
in  as  the  4  volume  of  Registers  before  the  Assembly  1638  :  So  that  I  am  jiretty  posi- 
tive this  Record  is  not  the  authentick  4  volumes  of  Registers,  but  the  greatest  volume 
the  Assembly  1638  speaks  of.  All  which  is  confirmed  from  the  description  given, 
Acts  of  Assembly  1638,  p.  3  a  medio,  "  That  this  greatest  volume  eonteans  the  Acts 
from  1560 — 1590,  and  agrees  with  the  4  Books  and  Registers,  as  ferr  as  is  eartant  in 
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them  ;  and  fiirther  recordeth  what  is  wanting  by  them,  passing  by  what  is  mutilat  in 
them ;"  that  is  Bisliop  Adamsons  tearings. 

These  remarks,  I  think,  settle  the  point,  that  Mr  Campbells  Record  is  not  the 
Principal  Authentick  Acts  before  the  Assembly  1638,  but  a  Copy  of  them  signed  on 
the  Margine  by  Mr  James  Ritchie,  the  Clerk,  and  copied  by  his  servant,  which  are 
declared  by  Assembly  1638  to  be  conform  to  the  Registers,  and  fi-ee  of  all  suspicion, 
and  deserving  credite. 

When  I  am  upon  this,  youl  be  pleased  to  inspect  the  Copy  Dr  Fraser  sent  doun 
to  CoUedge,  and  particidarly  the  subscription.  I  mind  on  my  transient  view  of  it,  its 
signed  Nicholson :  But  I  dont  mind,  whether  it  be  James  Nicholson  or  Thomas 
Nicholson.  If  Thomas  Nicholson,  I  make  little  question  but  its  a  Copy  taken  off  tlie 
originals  then  in  their  hands,  by  that  Gentleman  who  was  3d  Clerk  to  the  Assembly. 
If  James  Nicholson,  he  was  Moderator  of  the  Assembly  1595  ;  and  it  may  be,  hath 
been  a  copy  taken  for  his  use  at  that  time.  You  can  only  judge  of  this  by  occular 
inspection. 

However  this  be,  I  am  of  opinion,  this  ought  to  be  signified  in  your  con-espondence 
with  the  Honorable  Mi"  A.  Campbell,  that  his  Recoi'd  is  not  the  original  Registers 
before  the  Assembly  1638  ;  but  only  the  Greater  Book,  which  is  declared  worthy  of 
credite  :  because  they  collated  it  with  the  Original  Records.  Tliis  ought  at  least  to 
bring  doun  his  very  high  demands,  for  his  Mss.  the  wanting  of  S.  Subscribitur  to 
Grayes  subscription  will  not  ballance  what  is  above,  and  might  be  a  slip  of  the 
Transcriber. 

Allow  me  only  to  add,  that  before  you  can  deal  with  Mr  Campbell  to  any  pm-pose, 
either  your  Copy  taken  off  Dr  Eraser's  must  be  sent  up  to  London,  to  be  carefiilly 
collated  by  some  body  of  sense  with  Mr  Campbells  Record,  and  the  differences  care- 
fully marked ;  at  least  the  first  sentence  and  last  of  everj'  Session  that  your  Copy 
wants,  should  be  sett  doxm,  if  Mr  Campbell  will  allow :  or  Mr  Laudon,  or  any  youl 
imploy,  must  go  through  your  Copy,  and  give  the  Assemblys  with  their  dates,  and 
the  first  and  last  words  of  every  Session,  ■with  the  first  and  last  words,  or  at  least  the 
Tittles  of  the  Principal  Papers  conteaned  in  the  different  Assemblys.  For  instance. 
Assembly,  April  24,  1581,  the  2d  Book  of  Discipline  is  insert.  Assembly,  May  10, 
1586,  a  hst  of  Presbitrys  through  Scotland  is  insert.  Assembly  1590,  Agust  4,  the 
list  of  the  members  of  Assembly  are  insert.  By  this  collation  Mr  Campbell  -will  not 
be  wronged,  and  you  will  be  in  ease  to  judge  the  true  value  of  his  Record. 

When  this  is  done,  if  the  difference  be  but  trivial  between  our  Copyes  and  his,  and 
especially  if  we  can  make  them  up  fi'om  Calderwoods  Mss.  History,  I  cannot  say  I 
would  be  for  giving  him  above  40  or  50  Pound  for  his  Record,  since  he  will  see  our 
Copys  are  not  farr  short  of  it.  So  much,  had  we  money  to  give,  I  wish  were  given 
to  have  one  of  the  Registers  approven  by  the  Assembly  38. 

If  it  come  out  otherwise,  then  other  methods  must  be  taken  with  an  old  poor  man 
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■not  very  friendly  to  our  Constitution,  and  in  his  oppinions  already  farr  gone  over  to 
Rome. 

In  no  case  I  would  be  for  printing  the  Record,  except  it  were  revised  by  a  Com- 
mitty  named  by  the  Assembly ;  and  such  things  as  are  not  of  general  use  be  left  out. 
I  gave  you  my  reasons  for  this  when  here.  There  are  Acts  contradicting  one 
another,  and  many  things  unfitt  for  the  public  view.  And  no  wonder  when  the 
Church  was  but  just  emerging  from  Popish  ignorance  and  confrision  ;  and  it  was  20 
years  before  Presbitrys  were  established  ;  and  9  before  any  regulation  was  made,  who 
should  be  members  ;  and  generally  all  came  who  were  Ministers,  and  well  affected  to 
the  Reformation,  who  wer  of  any  rank. 

I  would  be  much  rather  for  a  collection  for  the  summ  that  shall  be  agreed  on  with 
Mr  Campbell  for  his  3  volumes.  And  I  hope  we  are  not  so  low  but  2  or  3  hundi'ed 
Pound  might  be  gathered  from  Ministers  and  well  disposed  persons  at  Guineas  a  peice, 
■niih  a  j)romise  of  a  Copy  of  the  Acts  of  Assembly  of  generall  use,  when  the  Assem- 
bly sees  fitt  by  their  orders  to  print  them,  which  I  think  might  be  done.  And  our 
friend  A.  JMillar,  who  hath  made  this  discovery  to  us,  should  be  considered  in  that 
matter.  I  fear  the  Churches  fimds  are  so  much  embarrassed,  that  little  can  be 
hoped  for  from  them. 

If  Mr  Campbell  should  be  unreasonable  in  his  demands,  what  offers  to  me  under 
correction  is,  that  propper  hands  should  be  imployed  to  deal  with  Secretary  John- 
stoun,  that  the  state  of  the  matter  should  be  laid  before  him  ;  and  the  Churches  claim 
upon  these  3  volumes  of  Records,  signified  to  him ;  and  even  our  claim  upon  him  as 
liis  fathei-'s  Representative,  for  what  belonged  to  the  Assembly,  and  is  attested  by  his 
father  in  the  Churches  name.  His  claim  on  Mr  Campbell  might  likewise  be  urged. 
In  that  case,  the  Secretary  might  easily  deal  with  Mr  Campbell  in  concert  with  you 
here. 

All  this  is  proposed  in  much  submission  to  your  better  judgement.  I  only  mention 
these  things  as  hints  which  may  open  the  dore  to  somewhat  more  ripe  and  digested 
from  you  and  the  Committy  which  have  this  matter  before  them.  I  know  you  will 
take  all  as  well  meaned,  and  make  allowances. 

Allow  me  to  subscribe  myself,         D'  Sfr, 

Your  most  Humble 
Eastwood  Oct  29  And  Aff'"  Servt. 

1733. 

RO.  WODROW. 
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VIII. 

A  Table  of  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  Church  taken  from  the  original 
Registers,  and  referred  to  in  the  preceding  Letters. 

"  Tlie  buik  of  the  vniuersall  kirk  of  Scotland  quhaii-iu  the  Acts  and  Conclusiones 
devisit  be  the  Ministaris  and  Comissionars  of  the  pai'ticular  kirks  thairof  are 
severally  expressed  and  containid." 

"  This  is  the  great  volume  aprovin  be  the  general  assemblee  at  Glascou  in 
November  1638." 


A  Short  View  or  Table 

Of  the  Generall  Assemblies  of  the  Kii-k  of  Scotland  from  the  year  of  our  Blessed 
Lord  1560,  that  she  reformed  from  the  Church  of  Rome,  to  the  year  1617,  which  was 
fourteen  years  after  King  James  the  SLxt  of  Scotland's  Accession  to  the  Crown  of 
England,  taken  from  the  original  authentick  approved  Records  of  the  Kirk  for  56 
years  ;  in  severall  of  which  Assemblies  King  James  was  personally  present. 


Assemblies. 

Places. 

Day.  Moneth. 

Year. 

Sessions. 

Moderators. 

Assem. 

1, 

Edinburgh, 

20  December 

1560. 

3  Sess. 

Assem. 

2, 

Edinburgh, 

27  May 

1561. 

3  Sess. 

Conv°. 

Edinburgh, 

30  Junij 

1562. 

6  Sess. 

Assem. 

3, 

Edinbm-gh, 

30  Junij 

1562. 

6  Sess. 

Assem. 

4, 

Edinburgh, 

25  December 

1562. 

5  Sess. 

Assem, 

5, 

S'  Johnstoun, 

25  Junij 

1563. 

4  Sess. 

Assem. 

6, 

Edinburgh, 

25  December 

1563. 

6  Sess. 

jVIi-  John  Willoek. 

Assem. 

7, 

Edinburgh, 

25  Junij 

1564. 

6  Sess. 

Mr  John  Willoek. 

Assem. 

8, 

Edinburgh, 

25  December 

1564. 

3  Sess. 

John  Erskine. 

Assem. 

9, 

Edinburgh, 

25  Junij 

1565. 

4  Sess. 

Mr  John  Willoek. 

Assem. 

10, 

Edinburgh, 

25  December 

1565. 

4  Sess. 

John  Erskine. 

Assem. 

11, 

Edinbm-gh, 

25  Jrniij 

1566. 

2  Sess. 

John  Erskine. 

Assem. 

12, 

Edinburgh, 

25  December 

1566. 

4  Sess. 

John  Erskine. 

Endis  the  First  Tome. 
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Assemblies. 

Places. 

Daj.     Moneth. 

Year. 

Sessions. 

Moderators. 

Assem.  13, 

Edinburgh, 

25  Junij 

1567. 

4  Sess. 

Mr  George  Buchanan. 

Assem.  14, 

Edinbm'gh, 

21  July 

1567. 

5  Sess. 

Mr  John  Row. 

Conv".  1, 

Edinburgh, 

18  December 

1567. 

3  Sess. 

Assem.  15, 

Edinburgh, 

25  December 

1567. 

7  Sess. 

IVIi-  John  Row. 

Assem.  16, 

Edinburgh, 

1  July 

1568. 

5  Sess. 

Mr  John  Willok. 

Assem.  17, 

Edinburgh, 

25  December 

1568. 

1  Sess. 

Mr  John  Knox. 

Assem.  18, 

Edinbm'gh, 

25  February 

1568. 

6  Sess, 

Mr  David  Lindesay. 

Assem.  19, 

Edinburgh, 

5  July 

1569. 

5  Sess. 

Ml-  Wm.  Christison. 

Assem.  20, 

StirUne, 

25  Febraary 

1569. 

1  Sess. 

Mr  John  Spottiswod. 

Conv".  2. 

Edinburgh, 

1  Merche 

1569. 

11  Sess. 

Mr  John  Craig. 

Assem.  21, 

Edinburgh, 

5  July 

1570. 

6  Sess. 

Ml-  Robt.  Pont. 

Assem.  22, 

Etlinburgh, 

5  Merche 

1570. 

6  Sess. 

Mr  John  Hay. 

Assem.  23, 

Stirling, 

6  August 

1570. 

4  Sess. 

Ml-  Gilbert  Gardin. 

ConV.  3, 

Leith, 

12  Januaiy 

1571. 

6  Sess. 

Mr  Gilbert  Gardin. 

Assem.  24, 

St.  Andrews, 

6  Merche 

1571. 

4  Sess. 

Mr  Robt.  Hamilton. 

Assem.  25, 

Perth, 

6  August 
Endis  the 

1572. 

2  Tome 

4  Sess. 

John  Erskin  of  Dwn. 

Assem.  26,  Edinburgh, 
Assem.  27,  Edinburgh, 
Assem.  28,     Edinburgh, 


6  Merche         1572.     7  Sess. 
6  August         1573.     8  Sess. 
6  Merche         1573.     7  Sess. 
Endis  the  3  Tome. 


David  Fergiisson. 
Ml-  Alexi-.  Arbuthnot. 
IVIi-  Andrew  Hay. 


Assem.  29,  Edinburgh,  7  August  1574.  10  Sess.  Mi-  John  Duncanson. 

Assem.  30,  Edinburgh,  7  Marche  1574.  12  Sess.  Ja.  ABp.  of  Glasgow. 

Assem.  31,  EcUnburgh,  6  August  1575.     7  Sess.  INIr  Robt.  Pont. 

Assem.  32,  Edinbm-gh,  24  Apryle  1576.     7  Sess.  Mr  John  Row. 

Assem.  33,  Edinbm-gh,  24  October  1576.     8  Sess.  Mr  John  Craig. 

Assem.  34,  Edinburgh,  24  Aprilo  1577.     9  Sess.  Mi-AlexanderArbumot. 

Assem.  35,  Edinbm-gh,  25  October  1577.  13  Sess.  JNIr  David  Lindesay. 

Assem.  36,  Edinburgh,  24  Aprile  1578.  10  Sess;  Mr  And.  Mellvill. 

Assem.  37,  Stkling,  11  July  1578.     4  Sess.  Mr  John  Row. 

Assem.  38,  Edinburgh,  24  October  1578.     8  Sess.  David  Fergusson. 

Assem.  39,  Edinburgh,  7  July  1579.  10  Sess.  IVIr  Tho.  Smeton. 

Endis  the  4  Tome. 


Assem.  40,  Dundee, 

Assem.  41,  Edinburgh, 

Assem.  42,  Glasgow, 

Assem.  43,  Edinburgh, 


12  July 
20  October 
24  Aprile 
17  October 


1580.  10  Sess. 

1580.  13  Sess. 

1581.  10  Sess. 
1581.  23  Sess. 


Mr  James  Lawson. 
Mr  Andrew  Hay. 
Mr  Robt.  Pont. 
Mr  John  Craig. 
ff 
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Assemblies,                Places.  Day.     Moneth.  Year.       Sessions. 

Assem.  44,  St.  Andrews,  24  Aprile  1582.  14  Sess. 

Assem.  45,  Edinburgh,  27  Juaij  1582.     7  Sess. 

Assem.  46,  Edinburgh,           9  October  1582.  20  Sess. 

Assem.  47,  Edinburgh,  24  Aprile  1583.  13  Sess. 

Assem.  48,  Edinbui-gh,  10  October  1583.  16  Sess. 

Endis  the  5  Tome. 
Tomus  6. 

Assem.  49,  Edinburgh,  10  May  1586.  18  Sess. 

Assem.  50,  Edinburgh,  20  Jime  1587.  18  Sess. 

Assem.  51,  Edinburgh,           6  February  1587.  18  Sess. 

Assem.  52,  Edinbui-gh,          6  August  1588.  14  Sess. 


Moderators. 

Ml-  And.  Melvill. 
Mr  And.  Melvill. 
David  Lindesay. 
Mr  Tho.  Smeton. 
Mr  Robt.  Pont. 


Mr  David  Lindesay. 
Mr  And.  Melvill. 
Mr  Robert  Bruce. 
Ml-  Tho.  Buquhannan. 


This  is  the  great  Volume  aprovin  be  the  Gen.  Assemblee  at  Glascou  in  November  1G38. 

A.  JnoNSTON,  Cls.  Eccl. 


Register  of  the  Acts  of  the  Generall  Assemblie  of  the  cropes  and  zeiris  of  God 
T"  V'  Ixxxx — Ixxxxvi  inclusiv6     Be     ...     .     Clark  depute  yHo. 


Assem.  53, 

Edinburgh, 

4  August 

1590. 

17  Sess. 

Ml-  Pat.  Galloway. 

Assem.  54, 

Edinbui-gh, 

2  July 

1591. 

18  Sess. 

Ml-  N.  Dalgleshe. 

Assem.  55, 

Edinburgh, 

22  May 

1592. 

23  Sess. 

Ml-  Rob.  Bruce. 

Assem.  56, 

Dundie, 

24  Apryle 

1593. 

9  Sess. 

Ml-  David  Lindesay. 

Assem.  57, 

Edinburgh, 

7  May 

1594. 

18  Sess. 

Mr  And.  Melvill.  " 

Assem.  58, 

Montrose, 

24  June 

1595. 

9  Sess. 

Ml-  James  Nicolson. 

Assem.  59, 

Edinburgh, 

23  Merche 

1595. 

13  Sess. 

Mr  Rob.  Pont. 

Assem.  60, 

Perth, 

1  Merche 

1596. 

7  Sess. 

Mr  David  Lindesay. 

Th.  Nicolsox. 

Assem.  61, 

Dundee, 

10  May 

1597. 

10  Sess. 

jVIr  Robt.  Rollok. 

Assem.  62, 

Dundee, 

7  Marche 

1597. 

13  Sess. 

Mr  Peter  Blaekbm-n. 

Assem.  63, 

Montrois, 

18  Marche 

1600. 

9  Sess. 

Ml-  Robert  Wilkie. 

Assem.  64, 

Bi-untj'land, 

12  May 

1601. 

5  Sess. 

Mr  John  Hall. 

Assem.  65, 

Holyruidhouse 

,  10  November 

1602. 

6  Sess. 

Mr  Pat.  Galloway. 

Assem.  66, 

Lythgow, 

26  July 

1608. 

8  Sess. 

Ja.  Law  Bp.  of  Orkney. 

Assem.  67, 

Glasgow, 

8  June 

1610. 

5  Sess. 

John  ABp.  of  Glasgow. 

Assem.  68, 

Aberdeene, 

13  August 

1616. 

1  Sess. 

John  ABp.  of  St.  An- 
drews. 

Th.  Nicolsox. 

APPENDIX,  XLix 

IX. 

In  the  General  Assembly  held  at  Glasgow,  1638. 

Act.  Sess.  12.     December  foui-tli. 

The  six  late  pretended  Assemblies  condemned. 

Anent  the  report  of  the  Committie,  for  trj-ing  the  six  last  pretended  Assemblies : 
They  produced  in  writ  sundi-ie  reasons,  clearing  the  unlawfulness  and  nullitie  of  these 
Assemblies :  which  were  confirmed  by  the  registers  of  the  Assembly,  the  books  of 
Presbyteries,  the  Kings  Majesties  own  letters,  and  by  the  testimonie  of  divers  old  re- 
verend Ministers,  standing  up  in  the  Assembly,  and  verifying  the  truth  thereof.  The 
Assembly  with  the  universal  consent  of  all,  after  the  serious  examination  of  the  rea- 
sons against  every  one  of  these  six  pretended  Assemblies  apaii;,  being  often  urged  by 
the  Moderatour,  to  informe  themselves  throughlj-,  that  ^ritliout  doubting,  and  with  a 
full  perswasion  of  miade,  they  might  give  their  voices,  declared  all  these  six  Assemblies 
of  Linlithgow  1606  and  1608,  Glasgow  1610,  Aberdeen  1616,  St  Andrews  1617, 
Perth  1618.  And  every  one  of  them  to  have  been  fi'om  the  beginning  unfree,  unlaw- 
fuU,  and  null  Assemblies,  and  never  to  have  had,  nor  hereafter  to  have  any  Ecclesi- 
astical authoritie,  and  their  conclusions  to  have  been,  and  to  bee  of  no  force,  vigour, 
nor  efficacie  :  Prohibited  all  defence  and  observance  of  them,  and  ordained  the  rea- 
sons of  their  nullitie  to  be  insert  in  the  books  of  the  Assembly :  Whereof  the  ten- 
nour  follow eth. 

Reasons  for  annulling  the  pretended  Assembly,  holden  at  Linlithgow  1606. 

I.  From  the  indiction  of  it.  It  was  indicted  the  tliird  of  December,  to  bee  kept  the 
tenth  of  December.  And  so  there  was  no  time  given  to  the  Presbji:eries,  far  distant, 
neither  for  election  of  Commissioners,  nor  for  preparation  to  those  who  were  to  be 
sent  in  Commission.  The  shortnesse  of  the  time  of  the  indiction  is  proved  by  the 
Presbj-terie  books  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  Hadingtoun,  &c. 

II.  From  the  want  of  a  la\\'ftill  calling,  to  these  who  went  to  that  meeting,  seeing 
they  were  not  at  all  elected  by  their  Presbyteries,  but  were  injoyned  to  come  by  the 
Kings  letters.  This  also  is  proved  by  the  forsaids  books  of  the  Presbyteries,  and  by 
his  Majesties  letters. 

III.  From  the  nature  of  that  meeting,  which  was  only  a  private  meeting,  or  con- 
vention, for  consultation  to  be  taken  by  some  persons  of  sundry  estates  wi-itten  for, 
as  the  Kings  letters  and  the  Presbyterie  books  do  acknowledge. 

IIII.  From  the  power  of  these  Ministers  who  were  present  Their  Presbyteries  did 
limitate  them  :  First,  That  they  should  give  no  suffrages  in  that  meeting  as  a  gene- 
rail  Assembly.     Secondly,  That  they  agi-ee  to  nothing  that  may  any  wayes  be  preju- 
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diciall  to  the  acts  of  the  generall  Assemblies,  or  to  the  established  discipline  of  the 
Kirk.  Thirdly,  That  they  should  not  agi-ee  to  resolve  or  conclude  any  question,  ar- 
ticle, or  mater  whatsoever,  the  decision  whereof  is  pertinent,  and  proper  to  a  fi-ee 
generall  Assembly.  Fourthly,  K  any  thing  be  concluded  conti-ary  thereunto,  that 
they  protest  against  it.     These  limitations  are  clear  by  the  Presbyterie  books. 

V.  The  acts  of  this  meeting  were  not  insert  in  the  book  of  Assemblies,  as  is  evident 
by  the  registers. 

VI.  The  next  pi-etended  Assembly  at  Linlithgow,  1608,  doth  acknowledge  the  As- 
sembly, whereof  Master  Patrick  Galloway  was  Moderatoui-,  to  have  been  the  last 
immediate  Assembly,  preceeding  itselfe  :  and  that  Assembly  whereof  he  was  Modera- 
tour,  was  the  Assembly  holden  at  Haly  rood-house,  1602.  So  they  did  not  acknow- 
ledge that  meeting  at  Linlithgow,  1606,  for  any  Assembly  at  all.  Tliis  is  clear  by 
the  registers  of  the  Assembly,  1608,  in  the  entrie  thereof. 

Reasons  for  annulling  the  pretended  Assembly  at  Linlithgow,  1608. 

I.  Manie  of  the  voters  in  that  pretended  Assembly  had  no  lawfiill  commission  from 
the  Kirk,  to  wit,  42.  Noblemen,  ofiicers  of  state,  Counsellours,  and  Barrons,  also  the 
Bishops,  contrare  to  the  act  of  Dundie,  1597.  And  one  of  their  caveats.  The  Noble 
men  were  as  commissioners  fi'om  the  King,  the  Bishops  had  no  commission  at  all  from 
the  Presbyteries,  for  every  Presbyterie  out  of  which  they  came,  had  their  full  number 
of  Commissioners  beside  them,  as  the  register  of  the  Assembly  beareth 

II.  In  a  lawfiill  Assembly  there  should  be  none  but  Commissioners  fi"om  Presby- 
teries, Burghs,  and  Univei'sities,  and  but  three  ministers  at  most,  with  one  Elder, 
Commissioners  from  every  Presbyterie,  according  to  the  act  made  at  Dundie,  1597. 
But  in  that  pretended  Assembly,  there  were  foure  ministers  from  the  severall  Presby- 
teries of  Edinburgh,  and  Cowper,  five  from  the  Presbj-terie  of  Arbroth,  as  the  roll  of 
the  said  pretended  Assembly  beareth ;  whereas  there  were  no  ruling  Elders  sent  from 
Presbyteries,  according  to  the  book  of  policie  and  act  of  Dundie. 

Reasons  for  annulling  the  pretended  Assembly  at  Glasgow,  1610. 

I.  The  Commission  of  the  pretended  Commissioners  to  that  meeting  was  null.  1. 
Because  the  election  of  them  was  not  free,  seeing  they  were  nominate  by  the  Kings 
Letters,  as  the  Presbyterie  books  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  Hadingtoun  declare.  And 
the  Bishop  of  St  Andrews  in  his  letter  to  some  Presbyteries,  requu-ed  them  to  send 
such  Commissioners  as  the  King  had  nominate :  Assuring  them,  that  none  other 
would  be  accepted.  This  the  Bishops  letter  registrat  in  the  Presbj'terie  books  of 
Hadingtoun  doth  cleare.  2.  And  whereas  there  were  no  ruling  Elders  sent  from  the 
Presbyteries  to  that  pretended  Assembly,  as  the  roll  of  Commissioners  sheweth ;  yet 
there  were  more  ministers  from  suncfrie  severall  Presbji^eries  than  three,  as  five  from 
Brechen,  five  from  Arbroth,  five  from  Kirkcubright,  seven  from  the  Presbytery  of 
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Argyl,  fom-e  fi-om  the  Presbj-terie  of  Cowper,  foure  from  Linlithgow,  four  from  Pasley, 
four  from  Hammiltoun,  foure  from  Dnimfries,  foure  from  Dunkell :  as  the  register  of 
that  Assembly  beareth. 

II.  There  were  thirtie  voters  of  Noble  men  and  Barrons,  beside  the  pretended 
Bishops,  who  had  no  commission  from  any  Presb}i;erie.  In  the  fourth  Session  of  this 
pretended  Assembly  it  is  plainly  said,  That  the  Noble  men  and  Barrons  came  to  it 
by  the  Kings  direction. 

III.  The  voting  of  the  commissioners  was  not  free :  for  by  the  Kings  letter  to  the 
Assembly  they  were  threatened,  and  it  was  declared  that  their  consent  was  not  need- 
full  to  any  act  to  be  made  there  :  The  King  might  do  it  by  his  own  power,  yet  they 
were  allured  to  vote  by  a  promise  that  their  good  service  in  so  doing  should  be  re- 
membred  and  rewarded  thereafter. 

IV.  The  principall  acts  which  were  made,  were  set  down  verbatim  in  the  privie 
conference,  which  chiefly  consLsted  of  the  Kings  Commissioners  and  pretended 
Bishops,  and  only  read  to  be  ratified  in  the  Assembly. 

V.  Sundrie  ministers  then  present,  do  now  declare,  that  they  knew  the  ministers 
who  voted  the  wi-ong  way,  to  have  received  their  present  reward,  and  that  money  was 
largely  dealt  unto  them. 

Reasons  for  axsullixg  tue  pretended  Assembly  at  Aberdene,  1616. 

I.  There  was  no  election  of  a  Moderatour :  but  that  place  usurped  by  the  pretend- 
ed Bishop  of  Saint  Andrews,  as  the  Register  beareth. 

II.  The  iiadiction  of  that  pretended  Assembly  was  but  twentie  dayes  before  the 
holding  of  it :  so  that  the  Presbj-teries  and  burghes  could  not  be  prepared  for  sending 
their  commissioners  :  which  caused  the  absence  of  many  Presbyteries  and  fourtie  foure 
Burghes. 

III.  There  were  twentie  five  noble-men  and  gentle-men,  voters  without  commission 
from  the  Kirk.  INIr  William  Struthers  voted  for  the  Presbyterie  of  Edinburgh,  yet 
had  no  commission  therefrom :  The  commission  being  given  by  that  Presbj-terie  to 
other  three,  as  the  said  commission  registrat  in  the  books  of  the  Presbytery  beareth. 
And  whereas  there  should  be  but  one  Commissioner  from  every  burgh,  except  Edin- 
burgh, to  the  Assembly ;  at  this  pretended  Assembly,  there  were  two  Commissioners 
from  Glasgow,  two  from  Cowper,  two  from  St  Andrews :  whereas  there  were  no  rul- 
ing Elders  having  commission  fi'om  then-  Presbytei'ies  at  that  Assembly. 

IIII.  When  the  acts  of  that  pretended  Assembly  were  written,  the  Bishop  of  St 
Andrews  with  his  own  hand  did  interline,  adde,  change,  \'itiate,  direct  to  be  ex- 
tracted or  not  extracted,  as  he  pleased,  as  the  scrolls  themselves  seen  doe  show ; 
wherefore  the  clerk  did  not  registrat  the  acts  of  that  Assembly  in  the  books  of  As- 
semblies, as  may  be  easily  seen  by  the  blank  in  the  register  left  for  them  remaining 
unfilled. 
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The  nullitie  of  the  pretended  Assembly  at  Saint  Andrews,  1617. 

I.  There  is  no  mention  of  it  in  the  register  of  the  Assemblies,  and  so  no  warrand 
for  their  commissions,  their  Moderatour  or  Clerk. 

II.  The  indietion  of  it  was  so  infonnall,  that  as  the  scroll  declareth,  a  great  part 
of  the  Commissioners  from  Synods,  Bm-rows,  and  gentlemen,  would  not  be  present. 

III.  The  Kings  Majestic  in  his  letter  to  Perths  Assembly,  acknowledgeth  it  was 
but  a  meeting,  wherein  disgrace  was  offered  to  his  Majestic. 

IIII.  The  former  corruptions  of  the  foure  prcceeding  Assemblies  had  their  con- 
fluence in  this  and  the  subsequent  Assembly. 

Reasons  for  annulling  the  pretended  Assembly,  holden  at  Perth,  161 8. 

I.  The  Assembly  was  indicted  but  twentie  dayes  before  the  holding  of  it :  and  all 
parties  requisit  received  not  advertisement,  as  appeareth  by  their  absence.  The  un- 
timeous  indicting  of  it,  is  cleared  by  the  Presbytrie  books. 

II.  There  was  no  election  of  the  Moderatour,  as  was  accustomed  to  be  in  lawfiill 
Assemblies  ;  The  register  eleareth  this. 

III.  No  formal  election  of  their  new  Clerk. 

IIII.  There  were  five  whole  Dyocies  absent,  viz.  Orkney,  Cathnes,  Rosse,  Argyll, 
and  Isles :  and  many  Presbyteries  had  no  Commissioners  there,  as  the  register  of  that 
pretended  Assembly  beareth. 

V.  There  were  nineteen  Noblemen  and  Bai'ons,  eleven  Bishops,  that  had  no  com- 
mission from  the  Kirk.  Whereas  the  act  for  constitution  of  Assemblies,  ordaineth 
every  Burgh  to  have  but  one  Commissioner,  except  Edinburgh,  which  may  have  two, 
(Act  at  Dundie,  1597)  yet  in  that  pretended  Assembly,  Perth  had  three  Commis- 
sioners, Dundie  had  two,  Glasgow  had  two,  and  St  Andrews  had  two :  Of  the  Burghes 
there  were  thirtie  six  absent :  And  for  ruling  Elders,  there  were  none  at  all  with  com- 
mission from  their  Presbji;eries.  All  these  things  are  cleared  by  the  records  of  that 
pretended  Assemblie. 

VI.  The  Commissioners  from  some  Presbyteries  exceeded  their  number,  prescribed 
in  the  act  at  Dundie,  1597,  for  the  Presbyterie  of  Arbroath  were  foure  Commissioners, 
and  foure  for  the  Presbyterie  of  Aughter-ardour :  Beside  these  that  were  heard  to 
vot,  having  no  commission  at  all,  and  some  who  had  commission  were  rejected,  and 
were  not  enrolled,  but  others  i)ut  in  their  place  without  commission. 

VII.  The  pretended  Bishops  did  practise  some  of  the  articles  to  be  concluded  there, 
before  the  pretended  Assembly,  in  Edinburgh,  St  Andrews,  and  other  cathedrall 
Churches,  by  keeping  festivall  dayes,  kneeling  at  the  Communion.  Tlius  their  voices 
were  prejudged  by  the  practise  of  these  articles  before  condemned  by  the  Kirk,  and 
tlierefore  they  should  have  been  secluded  from  voicing. 

VIII.  In  all  lawftiU  Assemblies,  the  voicing  should  be  free :    But  in  this  pretended 
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Assembly  tliere  were  no  free  voicing  ;  for  the  voicers  were  threatened  to  voice  affir- 
niativ^,  under  no  lesse  pain  nor  the  ■vvi'ath  of  authoritie,  imprisonment,  banishment, 
deprivation  of  ministers,  and  utter  subversion  of  the  state  :  Yea,  it  was  plainly  pro- 
fessed, that  neither  reasoning,  nor  the  number  of  voices  should  carie  the  matter  away: 
Which  is  quahfied  by  the  declaration  of  many  honest  old  reverend  brethren  of  the 
ministry  now  present. 

IX.  In  all  lawfidl  AssembUes,  the  gi-ounds  of  proceeding  were,  and  used  to  be,  the 
word  of  God,  the  confession  of  Faith,  and  acts  of  former  generall  AssembUes.  But 
in  this  pretended  Assembly,  the  ground  of  their  proceeding  in  voicing,  was  the  Kings 
commandment  only :  For  so  the  question  was  stated  :  Whether  the  five  articles,  in 
respect  of  his  Majesties  commandment,  should  passe  in  act,  or  not :  as  the  records  of 
that  pretended  Assembly  beareth.  Where  it  is  declared,  that  for  the  reverence  and 
respect  which  they  bear  unto  his  Majesties  royall  commandments,  they  did  agree  to 
the  foresaids  articles. 

X.  Many  other  reasons  verifying  the  nuUitie  of  all  these  AssembUes,  were  showen 
and  proven  before  the  Assembly,  which  ueedeth  not  here  to  be  insert. 


ADDENDUM— P.  131. 

At  EtUnburgh  x  of  Julij  15G8.     In  the   Generall  Assemblie  and  saxt  Session 
thairof. 

The  haill  Kirk  assembled,  for  eschewing  of  plejis  among  brethi-en,  maist  hartilie 
requestis  my  Lordis  President  of  Session,  Secretare,  Advocat,  Clerk  of  Registre, 
Justice  Clerk,  Lord  Provand  and  Mr  Henry  Balna^'is,  or  any  tlu-ee  of  them,  to  decyde 
the  Controversie  that  apperandlie  may  be  mo^dt  betwix  the  Maisteris  of  the  New 
College  of  Sanctandrois,  and  Mr  Alexander  Spens,  Minister  of  Couper,  anent  thair 
pretendit  right  of  the  parsonage  of  Tarvat ;  and  tliis  to  be  done  betwix  this  day  and 
xvi  of  August  next,  to  the  eifect  that  my  Lord  Regents  G.  may  give  his  Gs  presenta- 
tion to  the  partye  ha\ing  best  right. 

J.  Gray,  Scr. 
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—  ame  read  same. 
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Jbr  quarters  read  Commissioners. 
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—  Gordon  read  Garden. 
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—  Graig  read  Greig.    M.S.W. 

—  Endercharitie  read  Inveraritie. 
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A.W. 
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aftei-  Bruce  insert  Robert  Wallace; 
for  Robert  Laud  read  Robertland, 

and  add   [^David  Cunning- 

hame  of.] 

—  Endercharitie  read  Inveraritie. 
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for  reformation  read  information. 
insert  15  before  Novembris. 
for  Howit  read  Howie. 

—  Andro  read  George. 

—  44  year  read  40  year. 

—  45  year  read  40  year. 
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THE  BOOKE 

OF  THE 

UNIYERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND 

WHEREIN  THE  HEADIS  AND  CONCLUSIOUNS 

DEVYSIT  BE  THE  MINISTERIS  AND  COMMISSIONARES 

OF  THE  PARTICULAR  KIRKS  THEREOF 

ARE  SPECIALLY  EXPRESSED 

AND  CONTAINED. 


A.  D.  M.D.XCIII. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  convenit  at  Dundie 
the  xxiiij  day  of  Apryle  1593. 


Exhortatioun  being  maid  be  Mr  Robert  Bruce,  Moderatour  of  the  laft 
Affemblie  ;  in  refpeel  of  the  raritie  of  the  brether  convenit,  it  was  thoght 
meit  the  eledlioun  of  ane  Moderatour  fould  be  continewit  quhill  efter 
nvne,  quhane  the  number  will  be  mair  frequent. 


A6la  Seifione  Secunda,   Eodem  die. 

The  Affemblie,  according  to  thair  ordour,  proceiding  to  the  eleclioun 
of  ane  Moderatour,  during  this  Conventioun,  appointit  and  delytis  Mr 
Dauid  Lyndefay,  Mr  James  Balfour,  Mr  Johne  Nicolfoun,  Mr  Andro 
Meluill,  Mr  Patrick  Sympfoun  ;  and,  be  pluralitie  of  voitis,  the  faid  Mr 
Dauid  was  choffin  Moderatour  hac  vice. 

The  hours  of  conventioun,  ilk  day  dureing  the  Affemblie,  war  appointit 
the  accuftomeit  hours. 

And  to  the  effe6l  that  all  the  afiliouns  to  be  intreitit  at  this  tyme  may 
be  mair  convenientlie  and  ordourlie  handlit,  and  mair  reddelie  difpecht, 
the  Kirk  nominat  thair  bretherne  vnderwritin,  thay  ar  to  fay,  the  Lairds 
of  Camnio,  Abottifliall,  Powrie,  Ogilvy,  commiffioners  of  Edenburgh  and 
Lyth,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  John  M'kenjie,  Mr  Alexander  Dowglas, 
Mr  Gilbert  Gairdin,   Mr  Peter   Blackburne,   Alexander  Kevth,    William 
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Cryflefoun,  Mr  James  Nicolfoun,  Johne  Dury,  Mr  Archibald  Meluill,  Mr 
Nicol  Dalgleiflie,  Mr  Thomas  Buchannane,  Dauid  Fergulbun,  Mr  James 
Meluill,  Mr  William  Rynd,  Mr  Patrick  Symfoun,  Mr  Robert  Bruce,  Mr 
Robert  Hepburne,  Mr  Johne  Spoittifwod,  Mr  William  Methwen,  Mr 
Archibald  Clayhills,  Mr  Johne  Cowper,  Mr  Dauid  Barclay,  Mr  Matho 
Wyllie,  Mr  Alexander  Wreytoun,  Mr  William  Edmeftoun,  to  convine 
daylie  with  Moderatour  in  the  reweftrie  of  the  kirk,  at  aucht  hours 
in  the  morning  and  tua  efter  nvne  of  the  preauching  dayis,  and  imme- 
diatlie  efter  the  fermone  in  the  preaching  dayis,  to  gif  thair  adwyfe  and 
counfell  in  proceiding  in  materis  of  this  Affemblie. 


AiSba  Seflione  Tertia,  vigelimo  quinto  Aprilis  1593. 

Foralfmeikill  as  ther  is  ane  Conventioun  of  the  Nobilitie  appointit  be 
his  Majeftie  in  Edenburgh,  the  xxvij  day  of  this  inftant,  quher  it  is  thocht 
meit  that  certane  of  the  Kirk  be  prefent,  to  propone  lick  articlis  and  peti- 
tionis  as  for  the  tyme  falbe  thocht  meit :  Thairfor  the  Kirk  and  AlFem- 
blie  prefent  hes  thocht  meit  to  condifcend  vpoun  fie  articles,  quhairof  ane 
breif  recitle  followis,  quhilk  heirefter  ar  to  be  brocht  and  reduceit  in  fum 
guid  forme. 

Firft,  It  is  thocht  meit  to  be  craveit  that  all  Papeiftis  within  this  realme 
may  be  pvnilliit  according  to  the  lawis  of  God  and  of  the  realme. 

Item,  That  the  a6l  of  Parliament  of  ipfo  fa6lo  may  llrak  vpoun  all  raaner 
of  men  landit  and  vnlandit,  conftitut  in  office  or  vtherwayis,  als  weill  as 
the  famyn  is  fpeciallie  confawit  aganis  benefeicit  perfouns. 

Item,  That  ane  declaratour  be  cravit  aganis  Jefueits  and  traficking  Pa- 
pifts  aganis  the  trew  religioun  profeffit  within  the  realme,  quherby  thay 
may  be  declairit  tratours,  to  this  effedl  the  reflateris  of  thame  may  be  pvn- 
eift  according  to  the  a6l  of  Parliament :  and  ficklyke  that  ane  reformatioun 
may  be  of  the  thrie  dayis  contenit  in  the  faid  a6l. 

Item,  That  all  lick  perfouns  as  the  Kirk  fall  find  and  declair  publeclie 
to  be  obftinat  Papeiftis,  althocht  thay  be  not  excummvnicat,  be  debarit 
frome  bruiking  of  ony  office  within  the  realme,  as  alfua  from  acces  to  his 
Majefteis  companie,  and  from  inioying  of  ony  banefeit  of  the  lawis  of  the 
realme  ;  as  alfua  that  the  pane  of  horning  and  vther  ciuell  paines  may 
follow  ypon  the  faid  declaratour,   ficlyk  as  alreddie  followis  vpon  the  fen- 
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tence  of  excummvnicatioun  :  and  that  ane  acl  of  Counfall  prefentlie  may 
be  maid  and  publifhit  thervpon,  quhill  the  nixt  Parliament,  quher  the 
famyn  may  be  eftablifliit  in  ane  law. 

Ordanes  the  bretherne  of  the  haill  Prelbiteris  quhilks  ar  prefent,  to  gif 
in  the  names  of  all  maner  of  perfouns  excummvnicat  for  quhatfumever 
crime,  as  als  of  profeffing  Papeillis,  the  morne  to  the  full  Affemblie. 

The  General!  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  gevis  full  power  and  commiffioun 
to  the  brether  of  the  Prefbiteres  of  Glafgow  and  Hammiltoun,  or  fa  mony 
of  tharae  as  guidlie  can  be  convenit  togidder,  to  fummond  Mr 
Mvrheid  to  compeir  befor  thame,  with  all  expedient  deligence,  at  the  firll 
dyet  within  the  Toun  of  Glafgow,  to  anfuer  for  the  defedlioun  of  the 
miniftrie,  and  to  proceid  according  to  the  tryell  and  proces  led  befor  thame  ; 
and  in  caice  of  ma  dyetis  nor  ane,  the  plaice  to  be  mvtuallie  interchangit 
efter  thair  affembling  ;  and  to  report  thair  proceiding  to  the  nixt  Generall 
Affemblie  of  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  commifiiouns  gevin  in  the  laft  Affemblie  to  the  Prelbitreis  of 
Brichen  and  Arbrothe  ;  fick  brether  adioynit  to  thame  concerning  Mr 
Walter  Lyndefay  and  his  coUegeis. 

Item  to  the  Prefbetrie  of  Hadingtoun  concerning  Mr  George  Ker  ;  To 
the  Preibeterie  of  Dalkeyth  concerning  the  Laird  of  Rolling  ;  To  the 
Prelbeterie  of  Edenburgh  concerning  Mr  George  Semple  ;  as  the  parti- 
cular commilfiouns  beris.  Ane  ])articular  report  of  thair  deligence  being 
hard,  the  faids  haill  commiiFiouns  wer  found  to  be  execute. 

Anent  the  commiifiouns  gevin  to  the  Prefbiteris  of  Stirling  and  Duui- 
blane  concerning  the  complaint  of  the  parochiners  of  Eglilliame  :  The 
proceidingis  in  the  mater  being  prefentit  in  writ  be  Mr  Patrik  Symfoun, 
Minifter  in  Stirling,  in  refpe6l  thay  have  remittit  fum  thingis  to  be  confid- 
derit  be  the  haill  Kirk,  to  do  ferder  reflblutioun  tberin  is  fuperceidit  quhill 
materis  remitit  to  this  Affemblie  be  proponit. 

Anent  the  commiffioun  gevin  in  the  laft  Affemblie  to  certane  bretherne, 
to  tak  vp  the  deidlie  feid  betuix  the  Lairds  of  Craigmyller  and  Edmelloun  : 
In  refpe6l  the  faid  brether  hes  taken  alreddy  travells  tberin,  the  Affemblie 
hes  willit  thame  to  profecuit  forder  that  purpos,  and  to  report  to  the  nixt 
Affemblie. 

Anent  the  commiffioun  gevin  to  the  Prefbitrie  of  Irwing,  to  try  the 
Prelbitrie  of  Hamiltoun,  and  to  report  conforme  to  the  tenour  of  the  latt 
Affemblie  :     In  refpedl  is  vnderftand  to  the  faid  Affemblie,  not  as  git  the 
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faid  commiffioim  is  not  execut,  thairfor  of  new  the  faid  Kirk  lies  renewit 
the  faid  commiflioun  to  the  brether  appointit  therin  of  befor,  and  ordaines 
thaine  to  execute  the  faniyn  betuix  and  the  nixt  AflTemblie,  as  thay  will 
anfuer. 

For  reidingof  bills  and  quelliouns  prefentit  in  this  ACfemblie  :  The  Kirk 
hes  noininat  Mr  James  Nicolfoun,  Mr  Nicol  Dalgleifche,  Mr  James  Mel- 
uill,  Mr  Gilbert  Gairdin,  to  conveine  euerie  day  at  tua  hours  in  the  Kirk, 
and  to  fycht  the  bills  quhilks  ar  pertinent  to  the  Affemblie,  for  remiting  fie 
as  be  pertinent  to  the  full  Affemblie. 

The  Kirk  and  Commiflioners  prefent  hes  gevin  full  power  and  commif- 
fioun  to  thair  rycht  hoiiorabill  and  thair  lovit  bretherne  vnderwritin,  thay 
ar  to  fay,  the  Lairds  of  Abotifliall,  Wedderburne,  and  Merchelloun,  Johne 
Arnot,  William  Lytill,  fumtyme  Provellis  of  Edenburgh,  and  Clement 
Ker,  burges,  fumtyme  Baillie  therof,  to  prelent  to  his  Majeflie  and  Nobili- 
tie  now  appointit  to  conveine  at  Edenburgh,  the  xxvij  day  of  this  inllant, 
the  articles  and  petitiouns  of  the  Kirk,  and  to  crave  and  travel  that  the 
famyn  may  be  grantit  ;  and  gif  neid  beis,  to  reffoune  and  confer  thervpoun, 
or  quhat  beis  done  herin  to  report  to  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie. 


Selfio  4a-     25  Aprile. 

The  Commiffioners  vnderwrytin  prefentit  thir  Articles  following  to  his 
Maieftie  and  Counfell,  viz.  the  Lairds  of  Abbotlliall,  Wedderburne,  and 
Mercheftoun,  John  Arnot  and  William  Litle,  fometyme  Provefts  of  Eden- 
burgh, and  Clement  Car,  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  Patrick  Galloway,  James 
Nicolfoun,  and  Walter  Balcanquell. 

FoUowis  the  tenour  of  the  faid  articles. 

Firft,  Seing  the  increaie  of  Papiftrie  is  daylie  within  this  realme,  it  is 
craveit  of  his  Majeliie,  that  all  Papifts  within  the  fame  may  be  punifliit  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  God  and  the  realme. 

Item,  That  the  adl  of  Parliament  ipfo  fa6lo  may  ftrike  vpon  all  maner  of 
men,  landit  and  vnlandit,  conftitute  in  office  or  vtherwayes,  of  quhat  fort 
[foever]  they  be,  as  weill  as  the  famen  is  provydit  to  ftrike  aganis  bene- 
ficit  perlbns. 
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Item,  That  ane  declaratour  may  be  givin  againft  Jefuites,  Seminarie 
Preifts,  and  traiBquing  Papifts,  declaring  them  culpable  of  treafon  and  lefe 
Majeftie,  quherby  the  receipters  of  fucb  peil'ons  may  be  punifchit  according 
to  the  a6t  of  Parliament ;  and  that  reformation  may  be  had  of  the  faid  a6l 
in  that  pairt,  qidier  the  famein  is  only  extendit  againft  fuch  perfons  as  re- 
ceipts them  be  the  fpace  of  three  dayes ;  and  that  the  penaltie  of  the  a&, 
may  be  infliftit  againft  any  receipters  without  any  condition  of  dayes. 

Item,  That  all  Gck  perfons  as  the  Kirk  fall  find  and  declare  [publickly] 
to  be  Papifts,  althogli  they  be  not  excommunicat,  be  debarrit  from  brook- 
ing any  office  within  the  realme,  as  alfo  from  having  acceffe  to  his  Majefties 
companie,  and  from  injoying  any  benefite  of  the  lawis ;  as  alfo  that  the 
paine  of  horning,  and  vther  civill  paines,  may  follow  vpon  the  faid  declara- 
tour, ficklyke  as  prefentlie  foUowis  vpon  the  featence  of  excommunica- 
tioun ;  and  that  ane  a6l  of  Counfell  prefentlie  be  made  and  publifchit 
thervpon,  quhill  the  nixt  Parliament,  quher  the  Ikmen  may  be  eftablilhed  in 
ane  law. 

Item,  That  his  Majeftie  will  conlidder  the  great  prejudice  done  to  the 
haill  Kirk  be  eredling  of  the  teinds  of  diverfe  Prelacies  in  temporalitie,  as 
of  the  Abbay  of  Paifly  and  fundrie  [others,]  be  the  quhilk  the  planting  of 
Kirks  is  greatlie  prejudgeit ;  and  that,  therfor,  ane  i'ubftantial  ordour  be 
tane  for  remeid  therof. 

Ordaines  dereftour  of  San6l  Androis,  Mr  Robert  Wylkie,  Mr  Robert 
Pont,  Mr  Thomas  Buchannane,  and  Mr  Johne  Johneftoun,  or  ony  thrie 
of  thame,  to  vefit  the  tennour  of  the  foundatioun  of  the  new  College  to  be 
ereclit  be  the  Erie  Marifchell  in  Aberdeine,  and  to  gif  thair  oppvnioun  of 
the  fame  to  the  bretherne,  that  the  laid  fundatioun  may  be  ratefeit  be  the 
laid  haill  Affemblie,  being  fund  meit  and  expedient. 

Ordanes  Mr  Robert  Hepburne,  Mr  James  Meluill,  and  Mr  Peter 
Blackburne,  to  velit  and  fycht  the  buik  of  vefitatioun  of  the  boundis  of 
Orknay,  prefentit  be  Mr  Robert  Pont,  and  to  gif  thair  oppvnioun  to  the 
Aflemblie  befor  thay  diflblue. 

Foralfmeikill  as  the  numberis  of  the  Prelbitereis  within  this  realme  and 
thair  places  wald  be  knawin,  the  names  therof  being  inquyrit,  the  full 
Affemblie  and  nvmber  of  the  fame  wer  gevin  vp  as  foUowis,  viz. 

Ane  Preibiterrie  in  getland  callit  Tingwall :  In  Orknay,  ane,  to  wvt, 
Kirkwall :     In   Kaithnes,   ane,    viz.   Thurfo  :     In    Sutherland,  ane,   viz. 
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Dornoch  :  In  Ros,  tua,  Tane  and  the  Channonrie  :  In  Murray,  four, 
viz.  Inuernes,  Forres,  Elgine,  and  Ruthven  :  In  Aberdeine,  fyve,  viz. 
Bamf,  Deir,  Inuerowrie,  Aberdene,  Kincardin  :  In  Mernes,  ane,  Couwaj  : 
In  Angus,  four,  viz.  Brechen,  Arbroth,  Megill,  Dundie  :  In  Dunkeld, 
ane,  viz.  Dunkeld  :  In  Perth,  San6l  Johneiloun,  Dumblane  :  In  Fyfe, 
four,  viz.  San6l  Androis,  Cowper,  Dumfermline,  Kirkcaldy  :  In  Stir- 
ling, ane,  Lythgow :  In  Low^diane,  four,  viz.  Edenburgh,  Dalkeyth, 
Haddingtoun,  Dunbar  :  In  Tueddall,  Peblis  :  In  Mers,  tua,  Chirne- 
fyd,  Duns  :  In  Teuiotdaill,  tua,  Jedburt,  Melros  :  In  Nethifdaill,  ane, 
Drumfreis  :  In  Galloway,  tua,  Kirkcudbryt,  Wigtoun  :  In  the  Schiref- 
donie  of  Air,  tua,  viz.  Air,  and  Irwing :  In  Renfrew,  Paiflay :  In 
Lennox  Shyre,  ane,  Dumbartane :  In  Cllddifdaill,  thrie,  viz.  Glafgow, 
Hamiltoun,  Lanerk. 

Forfameikill  as  the  vifitatioun  of  the  Prefbitries  vniverfallie  throughout 
the  haill  realme,  is  thocht  ane  thing  verry  necelFar,  and  fra  diuers  Af- 
femblies  comtniffiouns  hes  beine  gevin  to  that  effe6l  ;  nottheles  ane  necef- 
fitie  git  remaneing  quhilk  craveit  the  continewing  of  the  faid  commiffioun, 
the  Kirk,  therfor,  and  Commiffioneris  prefent  hes  gevin  power  and  com- 
miffioun to  thair  louit  bretherne  vnderwritin,  within  the  particular  boundis 
refpectiue  following,  that  is  to  fay,  For  Zetland,  Thomas  Swyntoun :  For 
Orknay,  Mr  Robert  Pont :  For  Sutherland,  and  Kaithnes,  Mr  Robert 
Pont  and  Mr  William  Pap  coniun6llie  :  For  Ros  and  the  Channonrie, 
Mr  Alexander  Dowglas  ;  For  Murray,  Mr  George  Monro,  Mr  Andro 
Crumby,  Mr  Johne  Robefoun  :  For  Aberdeine,  Mr  Alexander  Forbes, 
Mr  Robert  Arburthnet,  Mr  Andro  Wyllie  :  For  Mernis,  John  Durie, 
Mr  Andro  Keithe  :  For  Angus,  Mr  Robert  Bruce,  Mr  Andro  Meluill, 
and  Mr  James  Meluill  :  For  Perth,  Dunkeld,  Dumblane,  and  Stirling, 
Mr  James  Nicolfon,  Mr  NicoU  Dalgleilhe  :  For  Fyfe,  Mr  Dauid  Lynde- 
lay,  Mr  Robert  Hepburne,  and  Mr  Patrick  Symfoun  :  For  Lowthiane, 
Mr  Andro  Moncreif,  Mr  Dauid  Spence,  Mr  Andro  Lamb  :  For  Mers, 
Mr  Adame  Johnftoun,  Mr  James  Carmichell  :  For  Tiviottdaill,  Mr 
William  Metliven,  Johne Clappertoun:  For  Nithefdaill,  James  Hammiltouii, 
Mr  William  Hammiltoun  :  For  Galloway,  Johne  Porterfeild,  Mr  Dauid 
Barclay  :  For  the  Schirefdome  of  Air,  Mr  Johne  Yong,  Andro  Knox  : 
For  Dumbartane,  Renfrew,  Glafgow,  Hamiltoun,  and  Lanerk,  Mr  Henrie 
Levingftoun,  Mr  Robert  Wylkie,  Mr  Alexander  Wreitoun  :  to  vifet  and 
try  the  dodlrine,  lyfe  and  converlation,   dcligence  and  fidelitie,  of  the  Paf- 
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touris  within  the  faids  Prelbiteries  ;  and  licklyke  to  try  gif  ther  be  any  of 
the  beneficit  number  within  the  famein,  not  making  refidence,  having  no 
reafonable  cans  to  purge  the  famein  ;  gif  ther  be  any  that  hes  dilapidat  thair 
benefices,  fett  tackis,  and  made  vther  difpolitiouns  therof,  by  the  confent 
of  the  Generall  Kirk  ;  ony  flanderous  perfon  vnmeit  to  feme  in  the 
Kirk  of  God,  and  vnhable  and  vnqualifiet  to  teach  and  edifie  ;  and, 
with  advys  of  the  Preibytrie  within  the  quhilk  the  faidls  perfons  ar,  to  pro- 
ceid  aganis  them  according  to  the  qualitie  of  the  offence,  or  vndifpofitiouns 
of  thair  offices,  according  to  the  a<3;s  of  the  Kirk  :  And  that  this  vifi- 
tatioun,  tryell  and  exarainatioun  be  compleit  betuix  and  Micbelraes  nixt  to 
cum,  recommending  to  euerie  Prelbeterie,  for  iliortning  of  the  faidis  Com- 
miflioners  travells,  ane  diligent  tryall  amangis  thame  felfis  be  takin  befor 
the  Commiflioners  cuming,  quherin  thay  may  vnderfland  and  note  the 
abufes  quhilk  wald  be  corre6lit ;  commanding  alfua  the  Prefljytries  within 
the  quhilks  the  faidis  Commiflioners  remaines,  to  provyde  for  the  faidis 
Commilfioners  flockis  in  thair  abfence  in  the  faid  vilitatioun. 


AcSba  SeUione  quinta,  vigefinio  fexto  Aprilis  1593. 

The  Kirk  and  Commiflioners  prefent  ordaines  the  parochineris  of  San6l 
Androis  to  landwart,  to  big  and  edifie  to  themfelves  ane  paroche  kirk,  in 
fick  ane  part  as  the  faidis  parochineris  and  Prefbytries  aggrei  vpon,  narreil 
the  middis  of  the  paroche,  betuix  and  Lambes  cum  ane  geir,  according  to 
thair  fuite  maid  to  Parliament,  and  ficklyk  to  the  Affemblie ;  certifieing 
thame  and  they  failzie,  thay  falbe  debarrit  fra  ony  benefeit  of  the  Kirk  of 
San6l  Androis. 

Anent  the  kirkis  in  Orknay  and  Zetland  :  In  refpe6l  it  is  confidderit 
that  for  the  nvmber  of  Illis  ther,  and  that  there  is  not  fl;ipend  to  everie  par- 
ticular kirk,  quherby  the  pluralitie  of  kirkis  ferveing  may  be  eCchewit : 
thairfor  the  Kirk  quhill  the  nixt  Affemblie  ordaines  the  faidis  kirkis  to  be 
fervet  as  thay  ar  prefentlie,  in  re(pe6l  of  the  prefent  necelDtie,  and  diuers 
vtheris  impediraentis. 

Ane  fupplicatioun  to  be  gevin  in  to  Parliament  to  reforme  the  delapida- 
tioun  of  the  leving  foundit  in  the  gramer  iboole  of  Kirkwa,  ordaining  in 
the  meane  tyme  the  Commiflioner,  quha  is  appointit  to  vefit  the  Prelbiterie 
ther,    with  adwfe  of  the  lame,   to   deprive  the  perfbun  quha  hes   delapidat 

5  1 
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the  fame,   in  caice  he  reflore  not  agane  the  faid  leving-  to  the  awin  inte- 
gretie. 

The  Generall  Affeinblie  of  the  Kirk  gevis  full  commiffioun  and  power 
to  the  bretherne  of  the  Prelbiterie  of  Edenburgh,  to  call  befor  thame 
Adame  Bifliope  of  Orknay,  and  to  charge  him  with  the  demolifliing  of  the 
kirk  of  Birfa,  to  try  gif  he  demolilhit  the  fame  :  And  in  caice  he  be  found 
lii  to  have  done,  to  charge  him  to  repair  the  fame,  that  the  flok  be  not 
deflitut  of  ane  kirk  ;  vtherwayis  to  proceid  aganis  him,  and  to  report  thair 
proceidingis  to  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie. 

Eodem  die.    Sefiio  fexta. 

The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  haveing  commlttit  the  fycht,  reid- 
ing  and  confidderatioun,  of  ane  new  foundatioun  of  ane  Collidge  to  be 
eredlit  in  Aberdeine  be  the  Erie  of  Marifchell,  to  certane  lernit  brether  of 
the  Affemblie  maift  expert  in  lick  caiffes,  and  vnderftanding  of  thame  that 
the  laid  foundatioun  and  eredlioun  in  fubftance  is  very  guid  and  commend- 
able :  thairfor,  and  efter  fum  reffoning  alfo  in  the  matter,  hes  allowit,  ap- 
prowin  and  affermeit  the  fame,  according  to  the  tennour  therof  in  all 
thingis  ;  and  ordanes  this  thair  approbatioun  to  be  gevin  out,  and  a6l  to 
be  maid  thervpon. 

Memorandum.     To  infert  the  fupplicatioun    of  the   Laird 
of  Grenok  quhilk  is  lyand  in  the  pok. 

Names  of  excommunicat  perfouns  gevin  vp  be  the  brether. 

AUexander  Ramfay,  brother  to  the  Laird  of  Dalhowfie  ;  Alexander 
Creychtoun  of  Newball,  elder,  bayth  within  the  Prelbiterie  of  Dalkeyth  ; 
In  Leingar  parochin,  Thomas  Donaldfoun,  for  dovvbill  adultrie  ;  In  Campfie 
parochin,  William  Aikin,  for  adultrie  ;  In  Levingftoun,  Andro  Stirling, 
for  ilauchter  of  vmquhile  Johne  Adame  ;  Thomas  Kincaid,  for  flauchter  of 
vmquhile  Luk  Sterling  in  Cadder  ;  Thomas  Blar  in  Bo6lay,  for  thriefald 
fornicatioun  and  diffobedience,  lyand  vnder  the  fentence  of  excommunica- 
tioun  thir  four  geiris  bygane  ;  In  Gialgow,  Matho  Heriot,  for  flauchter 
of  vmquhile  Andro  Ros  ;  Gilbert  Inglis,  for  flauchter  of  vmquhile  Samuell 
Hamiltoun,  fone  to  the  Laird  of  Preftoun  ;  Archibald  Vduart  for  the 
flauchter  of  vmquhile  Dauid  Ramfay,  potter,  and  Adame  Ramfay,  his  lone  ; 
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Archibald  Hegate,  for  dowbill  apoftafie,  efter  he  had  firft  put  handis  in 
ane  Minilter,  fua  thrife  excomraunicat ;  Sir  Henrie  Ofwald,  within  the 
parochin  of  Strageith,  excommunicat  for  papellrie,  be  Mr  James  Burtoun 
in  Peblis,  the  fourt  of  Marche  1592  ;  Sir  William  Blakwod  in  Dumblane, 
excommvnicat  for  papellrie  ;  Robert  Clerk  in  Ochterardour,  excommu- 
nicat for  incetl  with  Elfpet  Scot,  be  Mr  Johne  Bondronne,  Superintendent 
ofFyff;  Hew  Barklay,  Laird  of  Ladieland,  apoftat  ;  James  M'quirrtie, 
Vicar  of  Kinkarth  in  Boit,  excommwnicat  apoftat. 

Names  of  Kirkis  vacand  in  Angus  and  Merns  : 

Inchftoir,  Abernyt,  Innergourie,  Logedundie,  Lundy,  Streikmarteine, 
Inneraritie,  Bendoquhy,  Ruthven,  Glenyla,  Glamis,  Effe,  Cloday,  Lyn- 
trathin,  Athie,  Methie,  Tannardais,  Aldbar,  Inchbraik,  Newdelk. 

Kirks  within  the  SynoduU  of  Glafgow  vnprovydit : 

Kilmai-onnok,  Killarne,  Balfrone,  Strablane,  Cardros,  Inchcalzell,  Bal- 
dernock,  Paiflay. 

The  Kirks  provydit  with  men,  bot  wanting  llipend  be  vertew  of  the 
lait  ere6lioun  of  the  teindis  of  the  Abbacie  of  Paillay  in  tempo- 
ral it  eis  : 

Hammiltoun,  Glaffurd,  Stennous,  Blantyre,  Schottis,  Dalferff,  Lanrick, 
Pettenone,  Tankertoun,  Robertoun,  Bigger,  Crawfurd  Johne,  Crawfurd 
Lyndfay,  Dolphingtoun,  Covingtoun. 

The  names  of  the  Kirks  vnplantit  within  the  bounds  of  the  Mers  : 

Lammertoun,  Fifchirwiche,  Swintoune,  Symprene,  Hourden,  Fogo, 
Greindlay,  Stitchell,  Nenthorne,  Hwme,  Baifenden,  Ednem,  Cranfchewis, 
Ellem. 

Kirkis  vacand  within  the  Prelbiterie  of  Dumblane  : 

Abirfuill,  Kilmahuge,  Callendar,  Leny,  Port,  Kilbryd,  Balquhidder, 
Comrie,  TuUicheddilly,  Sowan,  Monivard,  Stragethe,  Kinkell,  Abir- 
ruthven. 

Kirks  vnplantit  within  the  Preibietrie  of  Dunkeld  : 
Straphillan,   Killin,   Ardrum,    Inchechadden,  Vemis,    Pitcharene  alias 
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Grantilly  Kirk,  Brenmore,  Kilchonnane,  Murtrig-an,  Rannoch,  Strowand, 
Blair  in  Atholl,  Ludefkil,  Manenok,  Fos,  Muline,  Finlarg,  Mennoche, 
Doualie. 

In  the  laicli  land  :  Log-ybryd,  Ochtirgawin,  Kinclevin,  Capeth,  Loch- 
indy,  Blair  in  Gowrie,  Glenfchie. 

Kirks  vacand  in  Cathnes  :    Thiirfo,  Wick. 

In  Orknay  :    the  Southamtoun  Kirk,  North  Rannaldfy. 

In  getland  :  Auchindenrie,  Burra,  Breffy,  Nefting, Lunafting,  Olnafirth. 

Names  of  the  perfouns  quhilks  ar  to  enter  in  the  Minillrie. 

Mr  Andro  Mortoun,  Mr  James  Spalding,  Mr  Dauid  Balcome,  Mr 
Dauid  Lyndfay,  Mr  James  Eliot,  Mr  Johne  goung,  Mr  Bartcle  Robert- 
foun,  Mr  John  Dtvrie,  Mr  Johne  Ogilbie,  Mr  Charles  Walwod,  Mr 
George  Vifliard,  Mr  Adame  Walker,  Mr  William  Simfone. 

Anent  the  fummonds  dire6l  be  the  brether  of  the  Prefbiteries  of  Glaf- 
gow  aganis  Claud  Commendatour  of  Paiflay  and  his  Laidy,  to  compeir  in 
this  Airemblie  this  day,  with  continuatioun  of  dayis,  to  anfuer  for  the  facri- 
ligious  bereving  of  the  Kirk  in  ere6ling  of  the  haill  rents  alfweill  teinds  as 
vther  in  ane  temporalitie,  as  the  fummonds  dewlie  execute  beirs  ;  quhilk 
being  callit  afor  and  efter  noone,  nane  compering,  the  Kirk  fuperfedit 
thair  proceiding  this  day,  quhill  thay  fie  gif  ony  git  compeirs  to  anfuer. 


A6ta  SelSo  7"-    V  Aprilis  1593. 

In  prefence  of  the  haill  Affemblie,  compeirit  Schir  James  Meluill  of 
Halhill,  ane  of  the  Commiffioneris  fpecialie  dire6l  be  his  Majeftie  to  com- 
peir in  his  Hienes  name  as  commiffioner,  and  prefentit  his  Majefties  mifliue 
dire6l  to  that  effe6l,  with  certane  articles,  and  ane  a6l  of  Parliament  for 
inftru6ling  therof,  quhilk  the  Affemblie  thocht  meit  priuatlie  to  be  confi- 
derit  be  certane  brether,  quha  wer  appointit  to  confer  ^'^ith  his  Majefties 
Commiffioner,  and  to  that  effedl  wer  depefchit  out  of  the  Affemblie  to 
advyfe  and  gif  thair  opinioun  at  thair  returne,  to  witt,  Mr  Robert  Bruce, 
Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Andro  Meluill,  Mr  James  Nicolfon,  Mr  Peter  Black- 
burne,  Mr  James  Meluill,  the  Laird  of  Cammo,  and  Commiffioners  of 
Edenburgh : 
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Quha  returning',  red  the  articles  and  tbair  anfuers,  quhilk  the  Kirk 
approuit ;  ordaining  the  faids  articles,  anfuers  therto,  and  a6l  of  Parlia- 
ment to  be  regiflrat  in  the  Regifter  of  the  Kirk  ;  quherof  the  tenour  herin 
is  fett  down  as  followis  : 


The  Articles  proponit  in  his  Majefties  name  to  the  Generall  Affeniblie, 
prefentlie  conveinit  at  Dundie. 

His  Majefliie  declares,  that  in  refpe6l  he  cannot  of  honour  fie  the  prive- 
ledge  of  his  crowne  hurt,  therfor  he  will  have  regard  to  have  the  a6t  of 
his  laft  Parliament  keipit  concerning  the  conveining  of  Generall  Aflemblies 
be  his  Majefties  appointment ;  willing  them  heirfor,  befor  thair  Ikailing,  to 
direct  two  or  thrie  of  thair  number  vnto  him,  to  defyre  him  to  appoint  the 
day  and  place  of  their  nixt  conveining. 

Secondlie,  His  Majeftie  delyres  them  to  make  ane  A61  of  thair  Aflem- 
blie,  prohibiteing  all  and  everie  ane  of  the  Miniftrie,  vnder  the  paine  of  de- 
privatioun,  to  declaime  againft  his  Majeftie  or  Counfells  proceidings,  in 
pulpitt,  not  only  in  refpe6l  of  his  Majefties  knawin.  good  intentioun  for  tiie 
furth  fetting  of  pietie  and  juftice,  bot  lykeways  becaufe  his  Majeftie  at  all 
tymes  gives  readie  accefle  and  loving  eare  to  fundrie  of  the  Minifters,  to  in- 
forme,  dilait  or  complaine,  either  in  their  awin  name  or  in  the  name  of  any 
of  the  reft  of  the  brether. 

Thirdlie,  His  Majeftie  defyres  them  to  appoint  and  put  on  leit,  fyve  or 
fixe  of  the  difcreiteft  of  the  Minifti-ie,  that  his  Majeftie  may  make  choife  of 
twa  of  them  to  ferve  in  his  houfe,  in  refpe6t  of  Mr  Craig  his  decripit  age. 

Fourthlie,  Seeing  that  the  ftanding  of  the  religioun  and  the  weilfare  of 
his  Majefties  perfon  are  fo  vnfeparablie  joynit,  as  quholbevir  are  enemies  to 
the  ane  are  comoun  enemies  to  both ;  fo  his  Majeftie  defyres,  that  through 
all  the  Prefljitries  of  this  countrey,  ther  falbe  fome  appointit  to  advertile 
and  informe  his  Majeftie  heirafter,  with  diligence,  for  the  more  fpeidy  re- 
medie,  not  only  of  quhatliimevir  practifes  they  can  learne,  in  any  wayes,  of 
Papifts  and  Spanifch  fadliouns,  but  alfo  of  the  receipts  and  pradlifijs  of 
Bothwell,  quherof  they  can  have  any  knowledge ;  whofe  heale  courfes, 
as  they  are  diredlly  aganis  his  Majefties  perfone,  lb  whollie  they  tend  to 
the  fubverfioun  of  the  whole  religioun  :  With  diredlioun  alfo  to  them  to 
informe  the  haill  Barrens,  and  honeft  men  moft  tenderers  of  his  Majefties 
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welfare,  to  give  ever  luch  faithful!  intelligence  of  the  faids  pra6lifes  as  they 
can  learne  from  tyme  to  tyme. 

Fyftlie,  His  Majeftie  delyres,  that  through  all  the  countrey,  quher  ther 
is  any  ports  or  landing  places,  that  ther  be  fome  of  the  brether  fpeciallie 
appointit  to  deale  fo  with  the  burghes,  that  they  may  take  good  and  fuffici- 
ent  tryall,  according  to  his  Majefties  law  made  theranent,  of  all  thei'e  quho 
fall  heirafter  come  in,  or  pafle  furth  of  this  countrey,  quherfra  they  are 
come,  or  quherto  they  are  bound  ;  quhat  is  thair  trafique  and  intentioun  to 
doe  :  and  fwa  after  good  and  fufficient  tryall,  if  ther  be  any  thing  of  weght 
and  importance,  that  they  on  na  wayis  faile  to  make  his  Majeftie  acquaint 
therwithall,  to  the  effefit  his  Majeftie  may  the  more  eafilie  difcover  quhat- 
i'umevir  forraine  or  civill  pra6lifes  is  or  falbe  in  heid  aganis  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  religioun  :  And  this  he  craves  to  be  done  fo  faithfullie,  as  he  hes 
good  opinioun  of  gour  earneft  afFe6lioun,  no  lefs  in  the  prefervatioun  of  his 
Majefties  awin  perfon  as  in  the  defence  of  the  comoun  caufe ;  as  alfo  he 
promifes  to  aide  and  affift  50W  in  all  [and]  quhatfumevir  gour  good  refolu- 
tiouns,  that  may  tend  to  the  furtherance  of  peace  and  quyetnes ;  with  the 
advancement  and  mainteinance  of  the  religioun  prefentlie  profeft  in  this 
realme. 


Humble  anfuers  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  to  the  Articles  proponit 
be  his  Majefties  Commiffioners  to  the  fame,  at  Dundie  the  27  day 
of  Apryle. 

Firft,  The  Article  concerning  the  conveining  of  the  faid  Generall  Af- 
femblie is  aggried  vnto,  according  to  the  tenour  of  the  a6l  of  Parliament 
prefentit  with  the  faids  Articles. 

As  twiching  the  fecond  Article,  It  is  ordainit  be  the  haill  Kirk,  that  no 
Minifter  within  this  realme  vtter  from  pulpitt  any  rafch  or  vnreverent 
fpeaches  aganis  his  Majeftie  or  Counfell,  or  thair  proceidings  ;  but  that  all 
thair  [publick]  admonitiouns  proceid  vpon  juft  and  neceflar  caufes  and  fuffi- 
cient warrand,  in  all  feare,  love  and  reverence,  vnder  the  paine  of  depofmg 
fuch  as  dois  in  the  contrair,  from  thair  fun6lioun  and  office  in  the  Miniftrie. 

As  to  the  3  Article,  The  Kirk  aggries  therto,  and  fpeciallie  anent  the 
provifioun  of  Minifters  ane  or  mae  to  his  Majeftie ;  that  certaine  be  nomi- 
nat  be  the  Commiffioners  dire6l  to  his  Grace  be  his  advyce,   of  quhom  his 
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IVIajeflie  may  make  clioife  :  and  the  brethren  to  be  lykit  of  his  Majeftie, 
to  be  placit  and  admittit  be  the  Prefbytrie  quher  his  Grace  falbe  refident 
for  the  tyme. 

As  concerning  the  4  and  5  Articles,  The  I'araein  are  condifcendit  to  and 
ordour  takin,  as  his  Majeftie  falbe  particularlie  informit  be  the  faids  Com- 
miffioners. 

Follows  the  tenour  of  the  A61  of  Parliament. 

In  the  Parliament  haldin  at  Edenburgh,  the  5  day  of  Junij  1592  geirs, 
our  Souerane  Lord  and  Eftaittis  of  this  prefent  Parliament,  following  the 
lovable  and  gude  example  of  thair  prediceffouris,  Hes  ratifiet  and  apprevit, 
and  be  the  tennour  of  this  prefent  acl,  ratifies  and  apprevis  all  liberties, 
priuileges,  immvnities  and  fredomes  quhatfumeuir,  gevin  and  grantit  be 
his  Hienes,  his  Regentis  in  his  name,  or  onie  of  his  prediceffouris,  to  the 
trew  and  hally  Kirk  prefentlie  eftablifliit  within  this  realme  ;  and  declairit 
in  the  firft  A61  of  his  Hienes  Parliament,  the  twentie  day  of  06lober,  the 
geir  of  God  ane  thoufand,  five  hundreth,  three-fcoir  ninetene  gieris ;  and 
all  and  whatfumeuir  a6lis  of  Parliament,  and  fl:atutes  maid  of  befoir,  be  his 
Hienes  and  his  Regentis,  anent  the  libertie  and  fredome  of  the  faid  Kirk  : 
and  fpeciallie  the  firft  a6l  of  the  Parliament  halden  at  Edinburgh,  the 
twentie  foure  day  of  October,  the  geir  of  God  ane  thoufand,  five  hundreth, 
and  four  fcoir  ane  gieres,  with  the  haill  particulare  adlis  thairin  mentionat, 
Quhilk  fall  be  als  fuificient  as  gif  the  famyn  wer  herin  expreft  ;  and  all 
vther  a6lis  of  Parliament  maid  fenfyne,  in  favouris  of  the  trew  Kirk  ;  And 
fiklyk,  ratifies  and  apprevis  the  Generall  Affemblies  appoynted  be  the  faid 
Kirk  ;  and  declairis,  that  it  falbe  lauchfuU  to  the  Kirk  and  Miniftrie 
everilk  geir,  at  the  leift,  and  ofter  pro  re  nata,  as  occalioun  and  neceffitie 
fall  require,  to  hald  and  keip  Generall  Affemblies  :  Providing  that  the 
Kingis  Majeftie,  or  his  Commiffioner  with  thame  to  be  appoyntit  be  his 
Hienes,  be  prefent  at  ilk  Generall  Affemblie  befor  the  diffolving  thairof, 
nominat  and  appoint  tyme  and  place,  quhen  and  quhair  the  nixt  Generall 
Affemblie  falbe  haldin :  and  in  caife  nather  his  Majeftie,  nor  his  faid  Com- 
miflSoner,  beis  prefent  for  the  tyme  in  that  toun,  quhair  the  faid  Generall 
Affemblie  beis  haldin,  Than,  and  in  that  caife,  it  lalbe  lefum  to  the  laid  Ge- 
nerall Affemblie,  be  themfelffis,  to  nominat  and  appoynt  tyme  and  place, 
quhair  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  falbe  keipit  and  haldin,   as 
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they  haif  bene  in  vfe  to  do  thir  tymes  bypalt.  And  als  ratifies  and  apprevis 
the  Sinodall  and  Provincial!  Afl'emblies,  to  be  haldin  be  the  laid  Kirk  and 
Miniftrie,  twyis  ilk  geir,  as  they  baif  bene,  and  ar  prelentlie  in  vfe  to  do, 
Avithin  euery  Province  of  this  realme ;  And  ratifeis  and  apprevis  the  Prei- 
byteries,  and  particulare  Sefljonis,  appoyntit  be  the  faid  Kirk,  wiih  the  haill 
iurifdi6lioun  and  difcipline  of  the  fame  Kirk,  aggreit  vpon  be  his  Majeflie, 
in  conference  had  be  his  Hienes  with  certane  of  the  miniftrie  convenit  to 
that  eifetl :  of  the  quhilkis  Articles  the  tennour  foUowis. 

Materis  to  be  intreatit  in  Provinciall  Aflemblies  :  Thir  AfTemblies  ar 
conftitute  for  wechtie  materis,  neceffar  to  be  intreatit  be  mutuall  confent 
and  affiftance  of  brethrene  within  the  Province,  as  neid  requyris.  This 
Affemblie  hes  power  to  handle,  ordour,  and  redrelTe,  all  thingis  omittit  or 
done  aniilTe  in  the  particulare  Affemblies.  It  hes  power  to  depofe  the 
office  beraris  of  that  Province,  for  gude  and  juft  caufeis  deferving  depri- 
vatioun  :  And,  generallie,  thir  Affemblies  hes  the  haill  power  of  the  par- 
ticulare Elderfchippis,  quhairof  they  ar  collecSlit. 

Materis  to  be  intreatit  in  the  Prefbiteries  :  The  power  of  the  Prefbiteries 
is  to  give  diligent  laubouris  in  the  boundis  committed  to  their  chairge, 
That  the  Kirkis  be  kepit  in  gude  ordour ;  To  enquire  diligentlie  of  nauchtie 
and  vngodlie  perfonis,  and  to  travell  to  bring  thame  in  the  way  aganc 
be  admonitioun,  or  threatning  of  Goddis  jugementis,  or  be  correfilioun. 
It  appertenis  to  the  Elderfchip,  to  tak  held  that  the  Word  of  God  be  puirlie 
preachit  within  thair  boundis,  the  Sacramentis  richtlie  miniftrat,  the  Dif- 
cipline intertenyit,  and  the  Ecclefiafticall  guidis  vncorruptlie  diftributit.  It 
belangis  to  this  kynd  of  Alfembleis,  to  caus  the  ordinances  maid  be  the 
AITembleis,  Provinciallis,  Nationallis,  and  Generallis,  to  be  kepit  and  put 
in  executioun  ;  to  mak  conftitutionis,  quhilkis  concernis  to  ttpettov  in  the 
Kirk,  for  decent  ordour  in  the  particulare  kirk  quhair  they  governe  ; 
Provyding  that  thay  alter  na  rewlis  maid  be  the  Provinciall  or  Generall 
Affemblies  :  And  that  they  mak  the  Provinciall  Alfemblies  foirfaidis, 
privie  of  the  rewlis  that  they  fall  mak,  and  to  aboliflie  conftitutionis  tend- 
ing to  the  hurt  of  the  fame.  It  hes  power  to  excommunicat  the  obftinat, 
formale  proces  being  led,  and  dew  intervall  of  tymes  obferuit. 

Anent  Particulare  Kirkis,  Gif  they  be  lauchfullie  rewlit  be  fufficient  mi- 
nifteris  and  feflioun,  they  haif  power  and  jurifdi6lioun  in  their  awin  Con- 
gregatioun,  in  materis  Eccleliafticall.  And  decernis  and  declairis  the  faid 
Afferableis,  Prefbiteries,  and  Sefliounes,  Jurifdidtioun  and  Difcipline  thairof 
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foirfaid,  to  be  in  all  tymes  cuming,  maift  iuft,  gude,  and  godlie  in  the  felfF, 
Notwilhflanding  of  quhatfuineuir  Statutis,  Adlis,  Cannon,  Ciuile,  or  Muni- 
cipal! Lawes,  maid  in  the  contrair  ;  To  the  quhilkis  and  eveiy  ane  of  tliame, 
thir  prefentis  fall  mak  expres  derogatioun  : 

And  becaus  thair  ar  diners  A6lis  of  Parliament,  maid  in  favour  of  the 
Papillicall  Kirk,  tending  to  the  preiudice  of  the  libertie  of  the  trew  Kirk 
of  God,  prefentlie  profeffit  within  this  realnie,  jurifdidlioun,  and  difcipline 
thairof,  quhilk  {lands  git  in  the  buikis  of  the  a6lis  of  Parliament,  not  abro- 
gat  nor  annullit  :  Thairfoir  his  Heines  and  Eilaittis  foirfaids  hes  abrogat, 
caflit,  and  annullit,  and  be  the  tennor  heirof,  abrogatis,  cadis,  and  annullis 
all  AfSlis  of  Parliament  maid  be  ony  of  his  Hienes  Predeceflburis,  for  man- 
tenance  of  fuperflitioun  and  idolatrie,  with  all  and  quhatfumeuir  Adlis, 
Lawes,  and  Statutes,  maid  at  ony  tyme,  befoir  the  day  and  dait  hereof, 
aganis  the  libertie  of  the  trew  Kirk,  jurifdiclioun,  and  difcipline  thairof,  as 
the  famyn  is  vfit  and  exerceifit  within  this  realm. 

And  in  fpeciall,  that  pairt  of  the  fevint  a6l  of  Parliament  halden  at 
[Streviling,  the  fourt  day  of  November,  ane  thoufand  four  hundredth, 
fourty  three]  geiris,  commanding  obedience  to  be  gevin  to  Eugin  the  Pape 
for  the  tyme. 

The  j"  and  xj  a6l  made  be  King  James  the  thrid,  in  his  Parliament  haldin 
at  Edinburgh  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  Februar,  ane  thoufand,  four  hun- 
dreth,  fourfcor  thrie  geirs  ;  and  all  utheris  a6lis  quhairby  the  Paipis  autho- 
ritie  is  eftablifliit. 

The  47  adl  of  King  James  the  third,  in  his  Parliament  haldin  at  Edin- 
burgh, the  [twenty  day  of  November,  ane  thoufand,  four  hundredth,  three 
fcor  nine]  geiris,  anent  the  Satterday  and  uther  vigillis  to  be  hally  dayes 
from  Evin  fang  to  Evin  fang. 

Item,  That  pairt  of  the  31  a(Sl  maid  be  the  Quene  Regent,  in  the 
Parliament  haldin  at  Edinburgh,  the  firft  of  Februar  ane  thouland,  five 
hundredth,  fifty  ane  geiris,  Geving  fpeciall  licence  for  haldin  of  Paflie  and 

Item,  The  KIngis  Majeftie  and  Eilaittis  foirfaidis  declairis,  that  the  iecund 
A&,  of  the  Parliament  haldin  at  Edinburgh,  the  xxij  day  of  Maij,  the  geir 
of  God  ane  thoufand,  five  hundredth,  four  fcoir,  four  geiris,  iiiU  naways 
be  preiudiciall,  nor  derogat  anything  to  the  priuilege  that  God  hes  gevin 
to  the  fpirituall  office  beraris  in  the  Kirk,  concerning  headis  of  religioun, 
materis  of  herefie,  excomraunicatioun,   collatioun  or  deprivatioun  of  min- 

5k 
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ifteris,  or  ony  fik  effential  cenfouris,  Ipeciall  groundit,  and  havand  warrand 
of  the  wovd  of  God. 

Item,  Oiire  laid  Souerane  Lord,  and  Eftaittis  of  Parliament  foirlaidis, 
abrogatis,  caffis,  and  annullis,  the  XX  a6l  of  the  fame  Parliament  haldin  at 
Edinburgh,  the  faid  geir,  ane  thoufand,  five  hundredth,  fourfcoir,  four 
geiris,  granting  commiffion  to  bifchoppis  and  vtheris  iuges,  conftitute  in  ec- 
cleliafticall  caufes,  to  reflaue  his  Hienis  prefentatioun  to  benefices,  to  gif 
collatioun  thairvpon,  and  to  put  ordour  in  all  caufes  ecclefiafticall :  quhilk 
his  Maieftie  and  Eftaittis  forelaidis,  declairis  to  be  expyrit  in  the  felf,  and  to 
be  null  in  tyme  cuming,  and  of  nane  availl,  force,  nor  eft'eS.  And  thairfoir 
ordainis  all  prefentationis  to  benefices,  to  be  direct  to  the  particular  Prelbi- 
teries,  in  all  tyme  cuming  ;  with  full  power  to  thame  to  giff  collationis 
thereupon  ;  and  to  put  ordour  to  all  materis  and  caufes  eccleiiafticall, 
within  thair  boundis,  according  to  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  :  Providing 
the  foirfaidis  Prefbiteries  be  bund  and  aftridlit  to  reflaue  and  admitt  quhat- 
fumeuir  qualifiet  minifter  prefentit  be  his  Maieftie,  or  vtlier  laic  patrounes. 

Ordanis  the  Prefbitries  quhilk  as  git  hes  not  gottin  in  the  voluntare  con- 
trubutiouns  within  thair  bounds  appointit  for  the  Kingis  garde  to  travell 
diligentlie  therin,  and  quhat  beis  reflauit  to  cans  be  fend  to  Edinburgh  to 
Alexander  Lawfon,  with  the  names  of  fik  as  refufis,  and  maks  not  pay- 
ment betuix  and  the  laft  day  of  May  nixtocum. 

As  to  James  Anderfon  xv  merkis,  his 

the  Minifter  of  Dundy  xxiiij  ti,  Mr  Wm  Methven  for  Dwns  xxij  ti, 
and  laft  ordans  thame  to  caus  the  fame  be  deliuerit  to  the  faid  Alexander. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  of  the  paroch  of  Derfy. 
(Tak  in  the  bill  and  anfuer.) 

Ordaines  fiipplicatioun  to  be  maid  in  Parliament,  that  in  all  kirkis,  alf- 
weill  Abbay  and  Cathedrall  Kirks,  as  vtheris  quhatfumever,  quher  ather 
the  baill  parochin  iskirkland,  or  ane  part  therof  onelie,  and  ther  has  beine 
nather  manfe  nor  gleib  knawin  to  apperteine  therto  of  auld,  or  gif  ther 
hes  beine  ony,  and  the  fame  nocht  extendis  to  fowre  aiker  of  land.  That 
the  Eftaits  of  the  Parliament  mak  the  a6l  afor  concerning  the  deiignatioun 
of  manffes  and  gleibis  to  be  extendit  to  all  the  forlaid  kirks,  and  that  ther 
be  four  aiker  of  kirk  land  deiignit  and  grantit  to  the  Minifter  maift  com- 
modious and  eweft  the  kirk,  quhidder  ther  hes  beine  na  gleib  ther  or 
not,  or  ane  part  onelie,  not  extending  to  four  aiker  of  land. 


1593.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  811 

The  Generall  AlFemblie  of  the  Kirk  gives  full  power  to  the  rycht 
honorabill  George  Erie  Marfchell,  the  Laird  of  Doune,  gounger,  the 
Laird  of  Cors,  elder  and  younger,  the  Proveft  of  Aberdeiiie,  Allexander 
Rutlierfurde,  Allexander  Cullane,  burgels  ther,  Mr  Andro  Meluill,  Rec- 
tor of  San^l  Androis,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Dauid  Lyndfay,  Mr  Peter 
Blackburne,  Mr  Dauid  Cwnynghame,  Mr  Johne  Johnelloun,  Mr  Thomas 
Buchannane,  Mr  Johne  Spottifwod,  Miniileris  of  the  Evangell,  Mr  Robert 
Wylkie,  Principall  of  San6l  Leonards,  or  to  the  maift  part  of  the  faid  bre- 
therne,  to  conveine  togidder,  and  vilit  the  Colledge  of  Auld  Aberdeine, 
ther  to  try  and  examine  the  do6lreine,  lyfe,  and  deligence  of  the  Maifteris 
therof;  dilcipline  and  ordour  viit  be  thame  ;  as  als  the  ftait  of  the  rent 
of  the  faids  Colledges ;  And  qiiher  thay  find  abuis,  fa  far  as  thay  may 
poUiblie,  to  reforme  ;  remittand  to  the  AtJemblie  fick  thingis  as  thay  can 
not,  to  be  takin  ordour  with  be  thame  :  and  this  tryell  to  begin  the  laft 
day  of  Auguft  nixt  ;  ordaining,  in  the  meane  tyme,  that  quhill  thair  cura- 
ing  that  na  novatioun  he  maid  atlier  be  fatting  of  new  taks,  confermeing 
of  auld,  or  eledlioun  of  ony  new  Maifter  ;  and  all  things  to  ftand  ower  in 
the  eftait  thay  ar  in  prefentlie  :  firnie  and  liable  balding  and  for  to  hald 
all  and  quhatfumever  the  faids  brether  or  maift  part  of  thame  in  the  pre- 
niiffes  laufullye  to  be   done  :    and  ordaines  thair  procedingis  to  be 

reportit  to  the  nixt  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk. 


A6la  Seflione  o6laua,   Eodem  die. 

Anent  the  provllioun  of  the  Kirk  of  Lucheris  :  In  refpedl  the  haill 
Affemblie  hes  nominat  Mr  Johne  Kynnier  to  be  prefentit  to  the  faids 
parochineris  be  the  Prefliiterie  of  Saa6l  Androis  to  be  thair  Paftour,  and 
to  be  tryit  in  do6lrine,  lyfe  and  converfatioun  ;  and  gif  the  laids  parochin- 
ers  hes  na  juft  of  his  refuiFall,  to  be  admitit  be  the  faid  Preibiter- 

rie  to  the  miniftrie  of  the  ftxid  kirk. 

Anent  Colledges  and  rentis  therof :  The  Affemblie  hes  ordaneit  that 
na  difpofitioun  of  the  leving  and  rentis  therof,  be  tak  or  vther  titile,  be 
maid  without  the  adwyfe  and  conlent  of  the  Affemblie  Generall,  vnder  the 
pane  of  depofitioun  of  the  perfouns  doing  in  the  contrair. 

Anent  the  refidence  of  Minifteris  :  For  furthering  of  the  refidence  of 
fik  Paftours  as  for  lack  of  raanires  are  not  refident,  it  is  refoluit  and  aggreit 
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that  every  parocliin,  quher  the  Paftours  raanfe  is  owtlier  rowinous  or  alto- 
gither  laikes,  be  ordainit  to  repare  and  build  the  fameiii  manfe  vpon  thair 
awin  expenfes,  with  ftane,  timber,  and  all  vther  materialls,  workmanfchip, 
cariage,  and  vther  things  neidfiill  for  the  repairing  and  bigging  therof ; 
quhilk  if  they  failgie  and  refufe  to  doe,  being  dewlie  requyrit,  they  liill  not 
only,  i'o  many  as  refufes,  be  haldin  be  the  Kirk  the  haiil  caufe  of  thair 
Paftours  non  refidence,  bot  alfo  it  falbe  laufuU  to  the  aires,  executours  and 
affignays  of  the  Minifter  or  Reider  departing,  or  himfelfe  during  his 
tyme,  to  retaine  the  poffeffioun  of  the  mants  buildit  be  him,  in  cace  he 
build  the  famein  vpon  his  awin  expenffis  after  the  refufeall  of  the  paroch- 
iners,  ay  and  quhill  the  [next]  intrant  Minifter  or  Reidar  refound  to  him, 
his  aires,  executours  and  affignayis,  the  haill  expenllis  made  be  him  for 
repairing  and  building,  at  the  leift  fo  mikle  therof  as  the  parochin  cannot 
be  movit  to  refound  ;  and  that  the  Prelbytrie,  at  the  intrants  admidioun, 
fall  take  ordour  for  the  performance  [heirof]  ;  provyding  that  the  expenffis 
[to]  be  made  be  the  laid  Paftour  or  Reider  exceid  not  foure  hundreth 
marks  ;  and  that  the  Prelbytrie,  after  the  repairing  or  bigging  of  the  faid 
manfs,  tak  the  exadl  tryall  and  compt  of  his  [faid]  expenffis,  and  give  him 
thair  allowance  thervpon,  to  be  regiftrat  in  thair  bookes  :  And  this  a6l  to 
extend  to  them  afweill  that  are  alyve  and  hes  alreadie  biggit,  as  to  them 
that  are  to  bigge  and  repaire  heirafter.  And  lykewayes  the  fecond  and 
thrid  Minifter  or  Reidar,  and  confequently  the  fucceffours  to  the  Minifters 
quher  the  manfs  is  biggit,  fall  have  the  lyke  title  to  crave  of  the  intrant  after 
him  the  faids  expenffis,  quhilk  he  hes  depurfit  to  his  predecelFours,  ay  and 
quhill  the  parochiners  redeime  and  outquyte  the  faid  manfs  or  biggings 
therof,  to  be  made  frie  therafter  to  the  intrant  Minifter  or  Reidar. 

Ordaines  Mr  Samell  Chalmer  to  report  the  anfueris  of  the  Kirk  to  his 
Hienes  articles. 

Anent  the  vilitatioun  of  the  bulk  of  deligence  produceit  be  Mr  Robert 
Pont  concerning  his  vifitatioun  of  the  bounds  of  Orknay,  getland  &c.  : 
The  bretherne  appointit  to  fichting  therof,  reportit  thay  had  found  great 
deligence  vlit  be  him,  and  all  thingis  orderlie  proceidit  in  vfing  his  faid 
commiflioun  ;  and  therfor  the  faid  AQemblie  approveit  his  faids  labouris 
and  all  things  done  be  him  in  the  faid  vilitatioun,  and  fpeciallie  in  depofing 
of  the  perfouns  not  making  refidence. 

Anent  the  proces  produceit  be  the  Prefbiterie  of  Stirling  concerning 
the  mater   of  the   parochiners  of  Eglifliame  :     The  Kirk  ordaines  thair 
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brether,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Andro  Meluill,  to  vifit  the  proces  and  gif 
thair  judgement  to  the  Aflemblie  the  morne  at  melting. 

Ane  writting  being  prefentit  in  the  behalf  of  my  Lord  Senipill,  haveing 
creadit  gevin  to  him  therin  :  The  Aflemblie  ordainit  his  creadit  to  be 
commwnicat  to  the  brether  of  the  Conferance  the  morne. 

In  refpefil  the  Kingis  Majefl,ie  his  Commiflioner  is  to  depart  for  certane 
adois,  thairfor  the  Aflemblie,  in  his  prefence,  hes  appointit  thair  nixt 
Generall  Aflemblie  to  be  at  Edinburgh  the  firfl;  Twyfday  of  May  cum 
ane  geir. 


A6la  Seflione  nona,  o6lauo  Aprilis  1593. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  prefentit  to  the  Afl'emblie  be  the  Laird  of  Vrie, 
and  Hary  Drummond,  burges  of  Aberdeine,  deflreing  ane  continewatioun 
of  tyme  to  confer  with  bretherne,  and  to  be  refolueit  with  the  heids  of  re- 
ligioun,  that  therefter  thay  may  fubfcrybe  the  Confeffioun  of  Fayth  ;  and 
ficlyk,  anent  the  fuite  maid  be  Mr  Thomas  Menzeis,  burges  of  Aberdeine, 
to  reflave  his  confeflloun  and  fubfcryptioun  of  the  articles  of  religioun  pre- 
fentlie  profeflit  within  this  realme  :  The  liiid  Afl"erablie  and  Commil- 
floneris  prefent  haveing  adyyfit  therwith,  hes  ordinet  the  lliidis  perlbuns  to 
refort  to  the  bretherne  of  the  PreflDiterie  of  Edenburgh,  to  confer  and  be 
refoluit  in  all  doutis  thay  have  concerning  the  faid  religioun  ;  and  being 
refoluit,  to  fatiffie  the  faid  Prefljiterie  in  all  things,  according  to  the  ordour 
to  be  takin  be  thame,  to  quhome  the  Kirk  gevis  power  to  tak  ordour  ther- 
anent ;  and  in  caice  thay  fatiffie  the  faid  Prelbiterie,  as  faid  is,  that  thay 
gif  to  thame  ane  teftimoniall  of  thair  fotiffadlioun  ;  cautioun  alwayis 
being  firfl;  takin  befor  the  Kings  Majeflie  and  his  Counfell  for  performeing 
of  fick  thingis  as  thay  iall  promes  and  fubfcryve  to  do  to  the  faid  breth- 
erne :  and  that  ane  writing  be  direiSl  frome  this  Aflemblie,  informand  the 
Erie  Merfchell  of  thair  proceidingis  heirin. 

Anent  the  proces  deduceit  be  the  Prefljiterie  of  Stirling  in  the  mater 
concerning  the  parochiners  of  Eglifliame  and  Mr  Andro  Boyd  :  The 
Generall  AiFemblie  of  the  Kirk  hes  ordinet  and  ordaines  that  thair  brether 
John  Porterfeild,  and  Mr  Andro  Knox  travill  ernefllie  and  effe6liouflie, 
in  name  of  the  haill  Kirk,  with  the  Maifler  of  Eglintoun  in  fauouris  of 
the  faid  Mr  Andro,   that,  gif  it  be  poflible  with  his  guid  will  and  fauour, 
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the  faid  Mr  Andro  may  ferve  at  the  Kirk  of  Eg-lilliame,  but  trubill  or  im- 
pediment to  be  maid  to  him  in  ony  fort,  and  that  with  all  guid  deligence  : 
And  in  caice  the  Mailler  can  not  be  moveit  heirto,  that  the  faid  breitl;er 
mak  intimatioiin  of  his  refuffell  to  the  bretherne  of  the  Prefbiterie  of  Edin- 
burgh, to  quhome  the  Kirk  gevis  power  to  tak  ordour  therin  as  thay  fall 
find  beft  for  the  weill  of  the  Kirk  and  the  glorie  of  God. 

Forfamekill  as  ther  is  ane  Parliament  to  be  haldin  fliortlie  in  Junij  next, 
quhervnto  many  thingis  concerning  the  Kirk  ar  to  be  proponit,  and  that 
the  full  Aflemblie  can  not  be  conveinit  therto,  in  refpe6l  of  the  AfTemblie 
now  haldin  ;  thairfor  the  haill  Affemblie  hes  ordanit  that  ane  broder  or 
tua  be  direct  from  everie  Prefbiterie  within  this  real  me,  to  conveine  the 
tyme  of  the  Parliament  in  the  place  quher  the  fame  liilbe  haldin,  to  confult, 
treit,  refone  and  conclud,  vpon  fik  heids,  articlis,  petitiouns,  and  fuppli- 
catiouns,  as  thay  fall  think  meitt  to  be  craveit  and  concludit  be  confent 
of  Parliament,  for  the  glorie  of  God,  and  for  the  well  and  confort  of  his 
Generall  Kirk  within  this  realme  :  Quhilkis  bretherne  fall  have  the  power 
of  the  laid  Generall  Aflemblie,  and  proceid  as  the  fame  mycht  do  gif  the 
haill  number  wer  prefent. 

The  quhilk  day,  efter  the  reafouns  war  hard  and  diicuffit,  contenit  in 
the  appellatioun  prefentit  to  the  Generall  AHemblie  be  Mr  Andro  goung, 
Minifler  at  Dumblane,  the  Generall  Affemblie  ordanes  the  Prefbitrie  of 
Dumblane  to  be  tranlportit  to  Ochtirardour,  with  libertie  to  the  bretherne 
of  Dumblane  appeiling  to  refort  ather  to  Auchterardour  or  Stirling,  as 
thay  pleis  ;  provyding  alwayis,  that  in  caice  the  gentill  and  nobill  men 
quha  hes  liiblcryvit  to  afi'ift  the  Prefbitrie  in  Auchterardour,  or  vthers  that 
fall  happin  to  fubfcryve  the  fame  heirefter,  gif  inftruiSioun  to  the  bretherne 
to  compleine  of  breking  thair  promeis  ;  and  forder,  ift  caice  the  Kirk  of 
Auchterardour  be  not  repaird  fufficientlie  betuix  and  the  nixt  Generall 
Airemblie  ;  or  in  caice  ane  fufficient  ftipend  be  not  provydit  for  ane  Mi- 
nifter,  that  he  may  mak  relidence  at  Auchterardour  with  manfe,  gleib  :  In 
thir  caices  or  ony  of  thame,  the  Prefbitrie  falbe  reeftablifliit  in  Dumblane  ; 
and  ordanis  the  Prefbiteries  of  Stirling  and  Perth  to  eflablifhe  the  faid 
Prefbiterie  in  Auchtei'ardour  vpon  Thurfday  cum  xv  dayis,  and  conftitute 
the  famyn  of  the  kirks  containit  in  the  roll  of  the  Synodall  AfTemblie  ; 
libertie  being  alwayis  referuit  to  the  breder  of  Dumblane,  quhidder  thay 
will  cheis  to  be  of  the  Prefbitrie  of  Auchterardour  or  Stirling. 

Forfamekill  as  in  the  Synodall  AfFembleis  the  bulks  of  particular  Prelbi- 
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tereis  are  tryit  and  vHitit ;  and  heirtofor  the  buiks  of  Synodall  Affembleis 
lies  not  beine  tryit  in  the  Generall,  quhilk  appeirit  to  the  haill  breder  to 
be  neceflar  :  Thairfor  it  is  concludit,  that,  in  tyme  earning',  to  everie  Gene- 
rall Aflerablie  the  buiks  of  the  Synodall  Aflembleis  lalbe  dire6l  be  the 
Synodollis,  to  be  fychtit  and  coniidderit  in  the  Generall  AiFeniblie,  for 
vnderftanding  the  better  of  thair  proceiding-is,  vnder  the  pane  of  the  fen- 
four  of  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  a6lis  of  the  Kirk  :  That  everie  Prelbitrie  may  be  the  better 
inftru6lit  therin,  the  Kirk  lies  ordinit  Mr  James  Carmichell,  quha  lies  al- 
reddie  tane  fum  panels  in  correfiling-  therof,  to  perfyte  the  work,  and  to 
prefent  the  fame  to  the  nixt  Generall  AQemblie  of  the  Kirk. 

The  General  AlFemblie  of  the  Kirk  gevis  libertie  to  tranfport  Mr  Henrie 
Guthrie  fra  the  Kirk  quher  he  ferves  to  ony  vther  kirk  within  thair  bounds 
quher  his  giftis  may  be  bell  imployit ;  and  in  caice  thay  do  not  the  fame, 
gifis  libertie  to  the  Prelbiterie  of  Angus  and  Mernes  to  tranfport  him  to 
ane  kirk  within  thair  bounds,  with  his  awin  advyfe. 

Anent  contraverfeis  betuix  the  bretherne  of  the  Minifterie  :  For  vp- 
takin  therof,  it  is  refoluit  and  concludit  be  the  haill  brether  and  Com- 
milfioneris  prefent,  that  quher  ony  pley  or  contraverfie  arrylis  betuix  tua 
brether  of  the  Minifterie,  thocht  it  be  in  ciuill  raateris,  gif  thay  bayth  be 
of  ane  Prelbiterie,  that  thay  ele6l  breder  of  the  faid  Prelbiterie,  to  quhat 
nvmber  thay  think  belt,  quha  fall  choFe  aae  ouirman,  and  fummerlie  de- 
fyde  and  gif  fentence  in  the  mater,  quhilk  lalbe  irrevocabill,  and  na  ap- 
pellatioun  to  be  interponit  therfra  :  And  gif  thay  be  of  diuerfe  Prelbi- 
tereis,  that  thay  lykwayis  mak  elefilioun  of  bretherne  of  ather  of  the  Pref- 
bitereis  in  equall  nvmber,  as  the  laidis  contendentis  11x11  aggrle  ;  quhilk 
breder  fa  eledlit  lall  cheis  ane  ouirman,  and  defyd  and  gif  fentence,  as  faid 
is,  fra  the  quhilk  na  appellatioun  falbe  interponit ;  and  gif  ony  broder 
wilbe  wilfull  and  refuis  this  forme  and  fubmiffioun,  he  falbe  haldin  be;  the 
Kirk  contuniax.  And  that  this  a6l  be  put  in  executioun  prelentlie  for 
decifioun  of  the  contraverfie  betuix  James  Anderfoun  and  Mr  Henrie 
Guthrie. 

The  Generall  Affemblie  hesgevin  commiffioun  and  exprefs  command  to 
the  bretherne  of  the  Prelbiteries  of  Glafgow  and  Paiflay,  with  all  poflible 
deligence,  efter  the  difolwing  of  this  prelent  AlTemblie,  to  charge  Robert 
Lord  Semple  to  feparat  and  divyd  fra  him  and  out  of  his  bounds,  viz.  out 
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of  Cunnyngbame  and  the  Scliireffdome  of  Ranfrow,  Helene  Drumniond, 
adultrix ;  and  that  in  caice  the  faid  Lord  be  tryit  to  be  fund  in  fulpeft 
place  with  the  faid  Helene  in  ony  tyme  cuniing,  athir  within  or  without 
his  bounds,  or  fcho  not  to  be  reinovet,  as  laid  is,  the  faids  Prelbitereis  to 
proceid  aganis  the  faid  Lord  and  Helene  to  excommunicatioun,  and  pro- 
nunce  the  faid  fentence  aganis  tharae  bayth,  vpon  their  dilFobedience,  the 
famyn  being  tryit  ordourlie  befor  the  faids  Prelbitereis  :  as  alfo  that  the 
faidis  Prelbitereis  proceid  in  forder  tryell  of  the  faids  Lords  apoftacie,  and 
contempt  of  the  Word  ;  and  fynding  him  giltie  to  injoyne  lie  difcipline 
him  as  may  remove  the  fklander,  and  to  command  him  to 
obey  and  fulfill  the  lame,  or  ellis  vpon  his  refulTell  to  excommunicat  him. 

Ordaines  the  Prelbiterie  of  Perth  to  tak  ordour  for  tranfporting  of  Mr 
James  Row  to  llim  vther  kirk  with  his  awin  advyfe,  with  the  firft  oppor- 
tunitie  betuix  and  the  nixt  plat. 

Anent  the  Miniflerrie  of  San6l  Androis.  Memorandum,  The  a6t  is 
lyin  in  forme  amang  the  reft,  quhilk  fould  be  regiftrat. 

The  Generall  AlTemblie  of  the  Kirk,  be  the  authoritie  gevin  to  them 
be  God  &c.    Memorandum,  To  infert  the  laid  a6l.    It  is  lyin  with  the  reft. 

Forfameikill  as  in  anfuering  of  billis  gevin  in  vnto  the  Generall  Affemblie 
often  tymes  for  lack  of  knawledge  of  the  ftait  of  the  complents,  anfueris  ar 
gevin  thairto  rekleflie  to  the  preiudice  of  bretherne  :  thairfor  for  reraeid 
therof  in  tyme  cuming,  that  the  Commilfioners  of  tha  parteis  quherin  the 
complents  ar  maid,  gif  they  be  prefent,  be  callit  be  the  breder  appointed 
to  the  anfuering  of  the  bills,  for  thair  better  inforraatloun. 

Anent  the  Miniftrie  of  Sandl  Androes  :  The  Generall  Affemblie  or- 
daines and  appoints  Mr  David  Black,  Miniller  of  Sandl  Androes,  to  dif- 
charge  the  duetie  of  a  laufuU  ordinar  Paftour  therin,  in  preaching  the 
Word,  miniftratioun  of  the  facraments,  and  exercite  of  difcipline,  fo  farre 
as  he  is  able  to  doe,  according  to  the  meafure  of  his  gifts  that  God  hes  be- 
ftowit  on  him  :  And  to  the  intent  that  the  faid  Mr  David  may,  with  fruit 
and  confort,  travell  in  the  faid  miniftrie,  the  faid  Affemblie  ordaines  the 
faid  Mr  David  to  give  in  to  the  Prefbitrie  ther  liich  things  as  he  wald  have 
furtherit  and  brocht  to  paffe  for  the  weill  of  the  faid  congregatioun  and  mi- 
niftrie therof,  to  the  performance  quherof  the  faid  Prefbitrie  Hill  indevore 
themfelves  to  thair  vttermoft,  having  befor  thair  eyes  the  honour  of  God, 
the  weill  of  the  peiple  and  towne,   and  the  eafe  and  peace  of  thair  awin 
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confciences ;  vnto  the  qiihilk  Prefbltrie  this  [prefent]  Affemblie  grants  and 
committs  thair  full  power  and  authoritie  for  that  effefil.  And  becaufe  the 
faid  Mr  David  is  not  able  to  entir  in  that  charge  alone,  the  faid  Affemblie 
hes  nominat  Mr  Robert  Wallace,  for  the  fpeciall  meitt  qualities  they  know 
to  be  in  him,  to  be  affociat  with  the  faid  Mr  David,  as  ane  fellow  labourer 
in  the  miiiiflrie  forfaid  ;  givand  full  commiffioun  to  the  Prefbytrie  to  try 
the  confent  of  the  haill  towne  and  Vniverfitie  of  San6l  Androes,  concern- 
ing thair  lyking  of  the  faid  Mr  Robert  to  be  affociat  in  the  miniftrie,  as 
faid  is  ;  and  finding  no  reafonable  caufe  [alledgit  and]  verified  againis  the 
faid  Mr  Robert,  in  lyfe  or  do6lrine,  quherfor  they  fould  not  give  thair  con- 
fent and  approbatioun  to  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  for  the  caufe  mentionat,  bet 
the  moll  part  of  the  towne  and  Vniverfitie  confenting  to  his  refait,  the 
Generall  Affemblie  ordaines  [the  faid  Prefbitrie]  to  affociat  and  place  the 
faid  Mr  Robert,  fellow  labourer  in  the  miniftrie  of  San6l  Androes, 
with  the  faid  Mr  David  Black ;  and  the  faid  towne  of  San6l  An- 
droes to  pay  the  faid  fellow  labourer  his  ftipend  thankfullie,  ac- 
cording to  the  promife  made  in  Synodall  and  Generall  Affemblies. 
And  in  cace  the  moll  part  of  the  faid  Towne  and  Vniverfitie  confent 
not  to  the  receiving  of  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  the  Kirk  gives  libertie 
to  the  faid  Mr  David,  with  the  advyce  of  the  [laid]  towne,  to  choofe  ane 
brother  of  quhora  they  may  both  have  lyking  :  And  to  the  intent  this  or- 
dour  takin  with  the  Miniftrie  of  San6l  Androes  as  is  above  fett  downe, 
may  be  the  better  performit  and  fettlit,  the  faid  Affemblie  gives  commif- 
fioun to  Mrs  Robert  Bruce  [and]  David  Lindfay,  conjumSllie  and  leverallie, 
as  thair  adois  and  occafiouns  may  permitt,  to  vifite  the  faid  Kirk  of  San6l 
Androes  in  thair  returning  from  the  Affemblie,  and  travell  with  the  whole 
number  of  the  faid  Kirk,  for  putting  of  thair  miniftrie  to  ane  peaceable  ftay 
and  ordour  ;  as  alfo  to  fie  that  quhilk  is  decernit  in  this  Affemblie  concern- 
ing the  landwart,  to  be  forderit  and  brocht  to  pas,  and  for  quyeting  the 
eftate  of  the  towne. 

Mr  William  Cock,  Commiffioner,  for  the  Proveft,  Bailgies,  and  Counfell 
of  the  towne,  diffaffentit  from  the  nominatioun  of  Mr  Robert  Wallace. 

The  Generall  Affemblie,  be  the  authoritie  givin  to  them  of  God,  dif- 
charges  all  and  every  Chriftian  within  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  from  repairing 
to  any  of  the  King  of  Spaine  his  dominiouns  quher  the  tyrranie  of  Inquifi- 
tioun  is  vfed,  for  traiEque  with   merchandice,   negotiatioun,   or  exerce  of 
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fea  fairing  occupatioun,  vntill  the  tyme  the  Kings  Majeftie,  be  the  advyce 
of  the  Counfell,  hes  focht  and  obtainit  fpeciall  libertie  and  licence  from  the 
King  of  Spaine  for  all  his  liegis  and  fubiedls,  to  traffique  in  merchandize, 
and  occupie  within  the  haill  pairts  of  the  faid  King  of  Spaine  his  domi- 
niouns,  without  any  danger  to  thair  perfone  or  guds,  for  the  caufe  of  thair 
religioun  or  confcience,  vnder  the  paine  of  incurring  the  cenfurcs  of  the 
Kirk,  untill  the  laft  lenience  of  excommunicatioun.  * 


*  The  proceedings  of  this  Assembly,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  last  articles,  are  printed 
from  a  Manuscript  in  the  possession  of  the  Very  Reverend  Principal  Lee,  which  appears  to  be  the 
original  Minutes  in  the  handwriting  of  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Church. 
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A.  D.  M.D.XCIV. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  cohveinit  at  Eden- 
burgh,  the  7  day  of  May  159'i  geirs. 

Exhortatioun  beand  made  be  Mr  David  Lindefay,  laft  Moderatour,  the 
AlFemblie  proceidit  to  the  eledlioun  of  ane  new  Moderatour  ;  and  appoint- 
ing- the  leits,  Mrs  Andro  Melvill,  Patrick  Galloway,  Patrick  Simfone, 
Robert  Pont,  the  faid  Mr  Andro  was  chofen  hac  vice. 


Seffio  2"-     8  Maij. 

The  neceflitie  of  the  tyme,  and  affaires  quhilk  are  to  be  intreatit,  being- 
conlidderit  be  the  Kirk,  it  was  concludit  that  no  brother  having  commif- 
fioun  to  this  Affemblie  depart  from  the  famein,  befor  the  finall  diffolutioun 
therof,  without  licence  obtainit  therfra  vnder  the  paine  of  fufpenlioun 
from  thair  office,  vntill  they  be  reponit  be  faid  Generall  Affemblie  therto 
againe. 

And  as  concerning  the  penaltie  of  CommilDoners  that  comes  not  to  the 
ADTemblie  at  all,  or  remaines  not  quhill  the  end  therof,  ordaines  the  Regif- 
ter  to  be  confidderit,   quhat  hes  bein  llatute  already,   and  to  report  after- 
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Seffio  3"-     Eodem  die. 

Anent  the  citatioun  of  James  Druinmound,  Oliver  ^ong,   James  Adie, 
Johne  Reid,  Patrick  Juftice,  William  Hall,  indwellars  of  Perth,  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  the  brethren  of  the  Prefbitrie  ther,  for  the  flanderous  refetting  of 
the  apoftats  Lords  within  thair  towne  :     The  faids  perfons  compeirand, 
and  inquirit,    If  they  receipt  the  faids   Lords,  and  acknowledgit  therin 
limplie  ane  offence  done  to  God  and  his  Kirk,  anfuerit.  They  receipt  them, 
bot  againft  thair  will,   and  for  obedience  givin  to  the  Kings  charge  ;    al- 
wayes  befor  the  comeing  of  the  charge,  the  greateft  part  of  the  towne  had 
condifcendit  to  receive  them  :    and   being  urgeit  with  the   proniife  they 
made  not  to  receive  them,  and  violatioim  therof,  anfuerit,  That  promife  of 
afliftance  was  made  to  them  and  not  keipit.     After  quhilk   anfuer,   being 
removit,  and  certaine  good  brethren  direct  to  conferre  with  them,  and  re- 
entring,   they  for  themfelves,  and  in  name  of  the  haill  toun,  confeft  to  the 
glorie  of  God  and  fatiffafilioun  of  the  AiTemblie,  that  they  were  over  rafli 
and   fudden  in  receiving  fuch  notorious  enemies   to  God,   dei'yring  moft 
earneftlie  that  no  man  be  flanderit  or  take  evill  example  therby  ;  protefting 
before  God,   they  entrit  in  the  towne  againes  thair  hearts  that  are  preient 
heir,  promileing,  be  Gods  grace,  nevir  to  give  occafioun  in  tynie  comeing, 
and  to  ailift  and  mantaine  the  true  Kirk  of  God  and  his  religioun  profeft 
publicklie  within  this  realme,   and   to  refill  the  enemies  and  adverfaries 
therof  to  the  vttermoft  of  thair  power,  and  to  obey  and  put  in  executioun, 
fo   farre  as  concernes  thair  duetie,   the  ordinances  of  the  Kirk  aggrieing 
with  the  Word  of  God  :     Quhilk  profeflloun  they  gave  in  wryte,  and  fub- 
fcrivit  the  famein  with  thair  hands,  lb  many  as  could  wryte,  in  prefence  of 
the  haill  Kirk  ;   quherwith  the  brethren  Handing  content,  ordainit  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  towne  of  Perth  to  publifch  the  famein  in  pulpitt,  and  to  de- 
clare the  ratiffa6lioun  of  the  AiTemblie  theranent ;  ordaining  alfo  the  adtis 
concerning  this  offence,  regiftrat  in  the  bookes  of  the  Prefbitrie,  and  pro- 
cefTe  deduceit  therin  againft  the  towne,  to  be  obliterat  and  put  out  of  the 
Regifter. 


1591.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  821 


Seffio  4^-    9  Maij. 

Anent  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  pronouncit  be  the  brethren  of 
the  Synodall  AiTemblie  of  Fyfe  [in  06lober,]  againft  the  apoftat  Lords  : 
The  haill  Aflemblie,  in  ane  voyce,  ratifies  and  avowis  the  faid  fentence, 
and  proces  of  excommunicatioun  led  againft  them  ;  ordaining  the  haill 
Paftours  within  this  realme,  to  intimat  folemnlie  at  thair  kirks  the  faid 
fentence,  that  none  pretend  ignorance  of  the  fame  ;  except  Alexander 
Lord  Hoome,  quho  hes  fatiffied  the  Kirk,  and  is  relaxit  therfrom. 

Forfameikle  as  particular  inquifitioun  hes  been  made  of  the  Prefbitries, 
concerning  thair  diligence  for  extirpatioun  of  Papiftrie,  difcipline  vfed 
againft  them,  and  receiptors  of  excommunicats  and  Jefuites  and  Seminarie 
Priefts,  querthrow  the  danger  evident  to  the  true  religioun  and  the  Kirk 
of  God  may  be  rightly  weyed,  It  was  thocht  meit  to  take  a  confideratioun 
of  his  Majefties  indevore  and  of  the  haill  Kirks  forder  in  this  matter ; 
quherin,  firft,  lindrie  of  his  Majefties  good  ettlings  were  laid  down,  fpecial- 
lie  at  the  raid  of  Aberdein,  quherin  his  Majeflie,  Noblemen  and  Barrons, 
conveinit,  made  a  Band  for  [the]  furety  of  religioun,  tooke  the  houfes  of  the 
apoftates,  and  put  men  into  them,  callit  fuch  as  were  Papifts,  quhilk  were 
fent  to  Edenburgh  to  iatiffie,  and  commillloun  givin  be  his  Majeftie  to  the 
Erie  of  Marfchell  of  Lievetennandrie  for  reprelfing  of  Papifts  and  traf- 
fickers. 

Sicklyke  diverfe  Barrons  callit  in  be  his  Majeftie  to  cognofce  the  fame  to 
be  thair  hand  wrytes  of  the  blankes  fubfcrivit  be  the  apoftate  Lords,  quho 
verified  the  famein  to  be  thair  hand  wrytes. 

Item,  After  his  returning  from  the  faid  raid,  ane  a6l  of  Counl'ell  made, 
that  nane  fould  procure  at  his  Majeftie  to  any  favour  or  grace  to  them, 
with  ane  charge  to  his  Minifters  to  take  the  oathes  of  his  domeftickes,  that 
they  fould  no  wayes  interceid  for  them  at  his  hand ;  quhilk  was  done. 

[And  as  concerning  the  part  of  the  Kirk  in  thir  dangers  :  That  it  may 
appeare  they  have  not  bein  ydle  or  negligent  [in]]  craveing  remedie,  thair 
travells  was  confidderit  in  this,  that  CommilFioners  from  the  Aflemblie  had 
proponit  articles  to  the  Parliament  for  forfaultour  of  the  apoftat  Earles ; 
that  petitions  were  diredlit  from  a  Convention  of  JNIinifters  and  Barons 
holdin  in  Edinburgh,   to   the  King  when  he  was  at  Jedbrught,   and  again 
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from  another  Convention  holden  at  Linlithgow  ;  of  all  quhilk  fraall  fucceffe 
hes  bein,  and  the  danger  nothing  diminifchit.    C.  &  B.] 


FoUoweth  the  tenour  of  the  Band  and  A61  above  fpecified,  [ordained 
to  be  regillred  in  the  Books  of  the  AlTeinblie.  C] 

We,  Noblemen,  Barrons,  and  vthers,  vnderfubicryveand,  being  fiillie 
and  certainelie  perfwadit  of  the  treafonable  practifes  and  confpiracies  of 
fundrie  his  Hienes  vnnaturall  and  vnthankfuU  fubiedls  againft  the  eftate  of 
the  true  religioun  prefentlie  profell  within  this  realme,  his  Majefties  per- 
fon,  crowne,  and  libertie  of  this  our  native  countrey,  and  finding  his  Ma- 
jefties good  difpofltioun  to  prevent  and  refill  the  famein,  and  to  repreffe 
the  cheif  authors  therof,  his  Majeftie  having  our  concurrence  and  aOiftance 
to  the  famein  effe6l,  Therfor,  according  to  our  bound  duetie  and  geale 
aught  to  Gods  glory,  love  of  our  native  conntrey,  and  affe6tioun  to  his 
Majefties  perfon,  crowne,  and  eftate,  we  have  promittit,  and  be  thir  pre- 
fents  promitts,  faithfullie  binds  and  obleiflies  vs,  and  everie  ane  of  vs,  to 
concurre  and  take  ane  effald,  leill  and  true  part  with  his  Majeftie,  and  ilk 
ane  of  vs  with  vthers,  to  the  libertie  and  defence  of  the  faid  true  religioun, 
crowne,  and  countrey,  from  thraldome  of  confcience,  conqueifch  and  flave- 
rie  of  ftrangers,  and  refifting,  reprelfing,  and  perfute  of  the  cheife  authors 
of  the  faids  treafonable  confpiracies  ;  as,  in  fpeciall,  of  George  Erie  of 
Huntlie,  William  Erie  of  Angus,  Francis  Erie  of  Erroll,  Sir  Patrick 
Gordoun  of  Auchindoun,  Knyght,  Sir  James  Chiftiolme  of  Dundarne, 
Knyght,  Mr  James  Gordoun,  William  Ogilvie,  Robert  Abercrumbie,  and 
all  vthers  Jefuites,  Seminarie  Preifts,  tratfiqueing  Papifts,  and  vthers,  his 
Hienes  declairit  traitours,  rebellious  and  vnnaturall  fubiedls,  trealbnabill 
pra6lifers  againft  the  eftate  of  the  true  religioun,  his  Majefties  perfon  and 
crowne,  and  libertie  of  this  our  native  countrey  :  And  to  that  effecSl,  we, 
and  every  ane  of  vs,  fall  putt  ourfelves  in  our  armes,  ryfe  and  concurre, 
and  paiTe  fordwart  with  his  Majeftie  his  Livetennants,  or  vthers  having 
his  Majefties  power  and  comuiiftioun,  at  all  tymes,  as  we  falbe  requyrit  be 
proclamatiouns,  miflive  letters,  or  vther  wayes,  and  fall  never  flirink  nor 
abfent  ourfelves  for  any  particular  caufe  or  quarrell  amongft  ourfelves  : 
We  fall  not  ryde,  afllft,  iliew  favour,  give  counfell  to  [nor  take  part  with] 
the  faids  Erlis,  Jefuites,   nor  vthers  forfaids,   nor  get  with  the  perfons  de- 
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mincit,  or  that  falbe  denuncit  to  the  home,  or  declarit  fugitives  fra  his 
Majeflies  [lawes,]  for  the  treafonable  fyre  railing-  and  bnrning  of  the  place 
of  Dunibirfle,  and  niurther  of  vmquhile  James  Erie  of  Murray,  and  neither 
receipt,  lupplie,  nor  intertaine  them,  nor  get  furnifch  them  meat,  drink, 
houfe,  nor  harberie,  nor  vtherw^ays  have  intelligence  with  them,  privatly 
nor  publickly,  be  letters,  millives,  nor  no  vther  manner  of  way  j  the  fliaith 
and  harme  of  vthers  we  fall  not  conceale,  but  dilclofe  and  imped  the  iame 
to  our  vtter  powers  ;  the  quarrell  or  perfute  of  vs  or  any  of  vs  we  fall  ef- 
teime,  lykeasprei'entlie  we  doe  efteime,  equall  to  vsall  ;  and,  be  ourfelves, 
our  haill  forces,  lykeas  his  Majeflie,  with  his  Hienes  force  and  authoritie, 
hes  promittit  and  promitts  to  concurre  and  alGft  together,  ilk  ane  in  the  de- 
fence of  vthers  to  our  vtter  jjowers  ;  and  in  cace  any  variance  fall  happin  to 
fall  out  amongft  any  of  vs,  for  quhatfumevir  caufe,  we  fall  fubmitt,  lykeas 
prefentlie  we  fubmitt  vs,  to  the  judgement  and  delyverance  of  any  two  or  thrie 
of  the  principalis  of  vs,  fubfcryvers  of  this  prefent  Band,  and  fulfill  quhat- 
Ibmevir  falbe  declarit  be  them  but  reclamatioun  or  contradiclioun. 

Attour  his  Majeflie,  be  whole  dire£lioun  and  command,  with  advyce  of 
his  Counlell,  ther  is  certaine  Barrons  and  vthers  Gentlemen  dire6lit  to 
remaine  in  the  fouth  parts  of  this  realme,  hes  promittit,  and  be  thir  prefents 
promitts,  be  the  word  of  a  prince,  that  the  lamein  Barrons  fall  not  be 
licentiat  to  returne  home  againe  to  the  faids  north  parts  ;  neither  fall  any 
favour  be  grantit  to  the  faids  Erles,  Jefuits,  nor  vtheris  above  mentionat, 
nor  [no]  ordour  tane  nor  difpencit  with,  without  the  fpeciall  knowledge 
and  advyce  of  the  Livetennant  and  CommilFioner  for  the  tvme,  and  fixe  of 
the  principall  Barrons,  at  the  leaft,  inhabitants  of  the  faids  north  parts, 
fubfcryvers  of  this  prelent  Band  :  And  this  to  doe,  we,  the  liiids  Noble- 
men, Barrons,  and  vthers  forfaid,  hes  fworne  and  fwears  be  the  great 
God  our  Creatour,  Jefus  Chryll  his  Sonne  our  Redeimer,  the  Holie  Ghoft 
our  San(Slifier,  witnelfes  of  the  veritie  heir  aggried  vpon,  and  revengers  of 
the  breake  therof ;  and  farder  obleiflies  vs  heirto  vnder  the  paine  of  per- 
jurie,  infamie,  and  tinfell  of  credit  perpetuallie,  honour  and  eftimatioun  in 
tyme  comein,  belydes  the  ordinarie  paines  of  the  lawes  to  be  execute  vpon 
vs,  in  ligne  and  memorie  of  our  vnnaturall  defe6lioun  from  God  and  his 
Majeflie.  In  witnes  quherof,  we  have  fubfcrivit  thir  prefents  with  our 
hands,  as  foUowes,  lykeas  his  Majeflie,  in  tokin  of  his  allowance  and 
approbatioun  of  the  premilles,  hes  fubfcrivit  the  famein,  att  Aberdein 
the         day  of  Marche  1592. 
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[The  names  of  thefe  that  lubciived  the  Band  anent  the   Religion,   at 
Aberdeen,  March  1592. 


JACOBUS  REX. 


Lennox. 

Atholl. 

Marr. 

Marifliall. 

Henry  Stewart  of  Uchiltree. 

Cancellarius. 

James  Lord  Lindfay. 

John  Lord  Invernefs. 

Inuerniethe. 

John  Mailer  of  ForbeiTe. 

Sir  Robert  Melvill. 

Blantyre. 

[Cockburne,  Sir  John  ?]  Cobrone. 

Tullibardine. 

Sir  George  Hume. 

Alexander  Hume. 

Drum. 

John  Grant  of  Frewquhy. 

Walter  Ogilvie  of  Finlater. 

Philorth. 

PitUigo. 

Robert  Innes  of  that  ilk. 

John  Midletoun  of  Kilhill. 

Walter  Ogftone  of  Fettercarne. 

William  Achanachie  of  that  ilk. 

Mr  William  Meldrum  of  Mancofer. 

Robert  Falconer  of 

James  Lyall  of 

Arthure  Gardine  of  Banchrie. 

George  Hume. 

Kenneth  M'Kenzie  of  Kiiitail. 


George  Ogilvie  of  Banff. 
J.  Lindfay  of  Brodland. 
George  Roffe  of  Balnagoun. 
William  ForbelFe  of  Tolquhown. 
John  Forbeffe  of  Echt. 
William  Strachan  of  Glenkindie. 
Alexander  Blakhall  of  that  ilk. 
John  Lumfdane  of  Cufchnie. 
John  Urquhart  of  Culbo,  Tutor  of 

Croraertie. 
John  Cuming  of  Earnfide,  gounger. 
William  Leflie  of  Wardes. 
Alexander  Forbes  of  Thainlloune. 
Mr  Alexander  Cuming  of  Ailter. 
William  Burnet  of  Campbell. 
Patrick  Gordon  of  Hilhead. 
Andrew  Harvy  of  Elke. 
William  Forbeffe  of  Corfe. 
Alexander  Forbes,  Tutor  of  Brux  and 

Gelane. 
Alexander  Forbeffe  of  Fingafk. 
William  Keith  of  Ludquharne. 
Alexander  Skeene. 
Donald  Farquhardfone    of    Tilligar- 

month. 
Thomas  Frazer  of 
He6lor  Munro  of  Foullis. 
Andro  Frafer  in  Tyry. 
William  Sutherland  of  Duffus. 
Alexander  Hay  of  Dalgetie. 
Walter  Cheyne  of  Arnege. 
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Patrick  Cheyne  of  Edmontli. 
Gilbert  Meingeis  of  Petfoddelis. 
J.  Burnet  of  Leyis. 
William  Forbefle  of  Carfindea. 
John  Gordon,  with  my  hand,  goung- 

er  of  Auchindore. 
Alexander  Forbeffe  of  Aucliintoul. 
George  Jhoneftoune  of  that  ilk. 
John  Forbeffe  of  Colleis. 
George  Bannerman  of  Waterton. 
James  Gordon  of  Haddo. 
Andrew  Reid  of  CoUeftoune. 
Androw  Tillidaffe  of  Ranneftoun. 
Andrew  Frafer  of  Stoniewood. 
William  Forbeffe  of  Monimufk. 
James  Mortimer,  feir  of  Cragivarr. 
Petrie  Leflie  of  that  ilk. 
Petrie  Leflie  of  Kincragie. 
Androw  Leilie  of  Newleflie. 
James  Stewart  of  Ryland. 
John  Frafer  of  Crichie. 
James  Innes  of 
William  Abernethie  of 
Thomas  Lealk  of  that  ilk. 
David  Brodie  of  that  ilk. 
Mr  William  Leflie  of  Warthill. 
Mr  James  Skeen  of  Wellercorfe. 
Alexander  Strauchan  of  Thorntoun. 
Mr  Robert  Douglas  of  Glenbervie. 
J.  Arelkiue  of  Pitodrie. 
Robert  Straquhan  of  Dillivaird. 
[Sir  John]  Willieart  of  Pittarow. 
Robert  Arbuthnet,  feir  of  that  ilk. 
William  Roffe  appeirand  of 
John  Dumbarr  of  Maynes. 
Walter  Watt  of 
William  Udney  of  that  ilk. 


Alexander     Dumbar     appeirand    of 

Tarbat. 
Mark  Dumbar  of  Dullus. 
William  Seatoune  of  Blair. 
John  Keith  of  Rewinfcraig. 
Duncan  Leflie  of  Pitcaiple. 
Robert  Coutis  of 

George  Mortimer  of  Auchinbeadie. 
Alexander  Buchane  of  Auchmacoy. 
John  Graliame  appeirand  of  Morphie. 
John  Pantoun  of  Pitmedden. 
Alexander  Chalmer  of  Balnacraig. 
John  Roffe  of  Auchlofin. 
George  Mel  drum  of  Drumbrek. 
Archibald  Douglas  of  Pendreich. 
RobertTullochofTannacheis,  Proved 

of  Forreffe. 
Alexander    Cumming  appeirand   of 

Alter. 
William  Keith  appeirand  of  Pittarey. 
John  Keith  of  Northfeild, 
Alexander  Ogilwy  of  Boyne. 
John  Hay  appeirand  of  Lochloy. 
Alexander    Kinnaird    appeirand     of 

Cubin. 
John  Leflie  of  Dandileith. 
William  Wrwing  of  Beltie. 
George  Ogilvie  of  Cullen. 
John  Chalmer  of  Bobithen. 
John  Abercrombie  of  Skeith. 
William  Dumbreck  of  Wrtoune. 
Hugh  Crauford  of  Quhithili. 
George  Adamfon  of  Brako. 
John  Innes  of  Auchlunkart. 
John  ForbelTe  of  Auchanachie. 
William  Abercrombie  of 
Robert  Innes  of  Elrick. 

M 
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William  Chalmer  of  Achortbie.  Magnus  Mowat  appeirandof  Bucholy. 

William  ForbelFe  of  Barnes.  William  Ogilvie  appeirand  of 

Alexander  Skeen  of  that  ilk.  John  Ogilvie  of 

John  Irwine  of  Petmurcliie.  Thomas  Innes  appeirand  of  Edingeith. 

Alexander  Caddell  of  Ailowan,  Alexander  Gardine  of  Blackfuird. 

Alexander  Innes  appeirand  of  Path-  George  Gardine  of  Banchrie. 

nick.  Alexander  Keith  of 

Andrew  Meldrura  appeirand  of  Thomas  Burnet  of  Craigmyle. 

Alexander  Hay  of  Alexander  AbernethieofLafliindrum. 

[Alexander]  Burnet  of  Galk.  Alexander  Spence  of  Boddum. 

William  Ferqiiharfone  of  Kelieyis.  James  Creightoun  of  Coulen. 

William  Craig  of  Craigffintrie.  James  Ogilvie  of  Blerock. 

Gilbert  Ogilvie  of  James  Forbeffe  of  Fichile. 

William  Pendreigh  of  that  ilk.  Alexander  Annan  of  Achterellen. 

Alexander  Leilie  of  Bucharne.  Andrew  Meldrum  of  Auchortiiie. 
Mr  John  Innes  appeirand  ofCokfton.  David  Ramfey  of  Bomaine. 
Alexander  Fraler  of  Dorris.  Seatoun  of  Craigie. 

Andrew  Knokis  of  that  ilk.  John  Cruikfliank  of  Tillimorgen. 


[Apud  Halirudhous  quinto  die  menCs  Januarij.    Anno  j*^  v"  Ixxxxij". 

Forfamekill  as  albeit  the  dangerous  effe6lis  of  the  couerit  and  bifly 
trauellis  of  Jeiuitis,  Seminarie  Preillis,  born  fubiectis  of  this  realme,  and 
lura  vthiris  ftrangearis,  thir  late  geiris  hes  bene  oft  efpyit  and  fearit,  and 
for  that  caus,  be  lindrie  louable  lawis,  afilis,  and  proclamationis,  alfwele 
thair  awin  remaining  as  thair  reffett,  prohibite  vnder  diuers  heich  panes  ; 
git  thair  cuUourit  iimplicitie  and  entilementis  hes  fa  fer  preuaillit  as  thay 
haue  nocht  onlie  purcheft  to  thame  felffis  fauour  and  credite  to  be  keipit, 
huirdit,  and  intertenyit  in  lindrie  pairtis  of  the  realme,  eftir  mony  promifles 
maid  that  thay  Ibuld  haue  departit  furth  of  the  Amie,  but  als  thay  haue  tane 
occafioun  and  lafiire  to  perfwade  lindrie  of  his  Hienes  fubieiSlis  to  apoftacie 
frome  that  religioun  quhairin  thay  wer  foflerit,  weill  inflru6lit  and  groundit, 
and  hes  confermit  vthiris  in  thair  errouris,  and  at  laft  feduceit  thame  to 
cafl,  of  thair  dew  obediens  quhilk  they  aw  to  his  Maieftie,  and  entir  in 
treffounable  confpiracie  for  inbringing  of  ftrangearis  Spangeartis  in  this 
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realme,  this  nixt  fpring  or  Ibuuer,  to  the  ouerthrow  his  Hienes  and  all 
profeffing  the  trew  religioun  with  him,  and  to  the  ruyne  and  conqueift  of  this 
ancient  kingdome  and  libertie  quhilk  this  natioun  hes  inioyit  fa  mony  ageis, 
that  it  may  be  fubie6l  heireftir  to  the  flauerie  and  tyrrannie  of  that  proude 
natioun,  quhilk  hes  maid  lie  vnlauchfull  conqueift  in  diuers  pairtis  of  the 
warlde,  alfwele  vpoun  Chrifteanis  as  Infidellis,  quhereuir  the  ayd  of  Spayne 
hes  bene  focht ;  regairding  in  the  end  na  better  thair  inbringaris  nor  thame 
aganis  quhome  thay  wer  inbrocht,  being  anes  vidloris  and  comraandaris, 
as  eafilie  may  be  provin  be  fpeciall  examplis,  quhilk  the  malicious  and  vn- 
naturall  fubie6ls  of  this  realme  wald  repute  bot  as  generall  and  improbable 
difcourfis,  publift  in  haitrene  of  that  natioun  to  quhome  thay  haue  alreddy 
fauld  thame  flaveis,  and  ar  thair  freindis  and  fa6louris  in  this  land  as  thay 
fpeik  and  write,  wer  nocht  it  hes  bene  the  gude  plefure  of  Almightie  God 
to  mak  the  prufFe  heirof  certane  and  without  all  doubt,  be  detefiling  of  the 
limple  trouth  of  the  intentioun  and  finall  caus  of  all  the  craftie  pra6lizes 
of  thir  pernicious  trafficquing  Papiftis,  Jefuitis,  and  Seminarie  Preiftis, 
aganis  God,  trew  religioun,  his  Maiellie,  and  libertie  of  this  cuntrey  ; 
namelie,  Maifter  James  Gordoun,  fader  bruthir  to  the  Erll  of  Huntlie, 
Maiiler  Robert  Abircrumby,  fader  bruthir  to  the  Laird  of  Murthley, 
quhais  letters,  dire6lionis,  aduyfes,  gea  and  the  melfingeris  caryaris  of  thair 
credite  and  certane  vthiris  cheifF  inftrumentis  and  furtheraris  of  thair  trade, 
God  hes  caffin  in  his  Hienes  handis,  quhen  the  fliip  appointit  for  thair 
tranfporting  wes  in  full  reddynes  to  mak  faill :  Quhairby  his  Maieftie  is 
now  not  onlie  fufficientlie  foirwarnit  of  the  eminent  dangeir  to  trew  reli- 
gioun, his  awne  ellate  and  perfone,  his  realme  and  faithfull  fubie6lis,  bot 
refoluit  with  Godis  help,  be  quhais  Prouidence  he  hes  bene  fa  wounder- 
fuUie  delyuerit  fra  mony  former  perrellis,  to  try  the  full  circumftanceis 
of  this  fa  heich  a  conlpiracie  and  deteftable  treffoun,  to  withlland  it, 
and  pvniflie  the  fame  on  all  gilty  thairof,  in  example  to  the  pofleritie  ; 
and  that  nane  of  his  fubie6lis  heirtofoir  abufit  and  diffavit  be  the  craftie 
illufionis  of  thir  pernicious  and  bufy  werkmen,  fall  remane  ony  langar 
doubtfuU  of  the  treuth,  or  of  his  Maiefteis  awne  mynd  and  intentioun, 
Ordanis  letters  to  be  direfil  to  officeris  of  amies,  Schireffis  in  that  parte, 
to  mak  publicatioun  of  the  premifs,  be  oppin  proclamatioun,  at  the 
mercat  croceis  of  the  heid  burrowis  of  this  realme  and  vthiris  placeis 
neidfull,  for  warning  thame  of  thair  awne  dangeir,  gifF  thay  fall  fiiffir 
thame  lelffis  to  be  ony  langer  led  in  errour  be  fic  diffavable  fpirittis,  to  the 
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perrell  of  thair  faulis,  bodyis,  landis,  and  guidis  ;  and  therfoir  to  abftene 
frome  forder  harkenning  to  thair  treffounable  perfwafionis,  and  frome  all 
intertenyng,  relTett,  fupplee,  intercoramoning,  or  haueing  intelligence 
with  thame,  direfillie  or  indiredllie,  vndir  quhatfumeuir  pretext  or  cullour, 
vndir  the  pane  of  treffoun  ;  commanding  alfwa  all  and  fmdrie  his  Hienes 
faithfuU  and  obedient  fubiedlis  that  luiffis  and  feiris  God,  and  wald  the 
Handing  and  weilfair  of  his  Maieftie  thair  Souerane  Lord  and  King,  pro- 
felfing  with  him  the  faid  trew  and  Chrifteane  religioun,  and  defyris  that 
thay,  thair  awne  wyfBs,  bairnis,  and  pofteritie,  Ibuld  now  and  heireftir 
enioy  the  commoditeis  of  this  thair  natiue  cuntrey,  vnconqueift  and  made 
flaves  in  fauUis  and  bodyis  to  merciles  ftrangeris,  that  thay  eirniillie  imploir 
the  mercy  and  protedlioun  of  Almichtie  God  for  thair  defence  and  faue- 
gaird  ;  and  putt  thame  lelffis  in  amies  be  all  the  gude  meanis  thay  can,  re- 
maining in  full  reddynes  to  perfew  or  defend  as  thay  falbe  certifeit  be  his 
Maieftie  or  vthirwayes  findis  the  occafioun  vrgent  ;  in  the  meantyme  dili- 
gentlie  efpying  and  getting  intelligence  of  the  trelFounable  courfes  and 
procedingis  of  the  faidis  Jefuitis,  Seminarie  Preiftis,  and  trafficquing  Pa- 
piftis,  thair  fauouraris,  mantenaris  and  reflettaris,  and  mak  aduertifment  to 
his  Maieftie  or  ony  of  his  Counfall  thairof,  with  all  fpeid  and  celeritie,  as 
thay  will  anfuer  to  God  and  his  Maieftie  thairvpoun.    Reg.  Sec.  Cone] 


The  Generall  AfTemblie  of  the  Kirk  gives  commiffioun  to  thair  breth- 
ren, Mrs  Patrick  Galloway,  the  Kings  Majefties  Minifter,  Peeter  Black- 
burne,  and  Patrick  Simfone,  to  give  informatioun  to  his  Majeftie  [reliding 
then  at  Sterlin]  of  the  evident  danger  imminent  to  the  Kirk  of  God  within 
this  realme,  according  to  the  inftru6lioun  givin  to  them  ;  and  therwithall 
to  prefent  to  his  Majeftie  the  humble  articles  and  petitiouns  of  the  Affem- 
blie  proponit  for  removeing  of  the  faids  dangers  ;  and  to  infift  with  all 
humilitie  and  due  reverence  for  his  Majefties  good  anfuer  thervnto,  to  the 
glorie  of  God  and  good  of  his  Kirk  ;  and  to  report  with  all  good  diligence 
his  Majefties  anfuer,  before  they  diflblve. 
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The  dangers  quhilks,  throw  the  impunitie  of  the  excommimicat  Pa- 
pifts,  traffiquers  with  the  Spaingeards  and  vthers  enemies  of  the 
religion  and  eftate,  are  imminent  to  the  true  religion  profeil  within 
this  countrey,  his  Majefties  perfon,  crowne,  and  libertie  of  this  our 
native  countrey. 

The  famein  dangers,  quhilks  of  befoir  be  the  craftie  and  pernicious  prac- 
tifes  of  the  Jefuites,  and  the  malicious,  vnnaturall,  and  treafonable  conii3i- 
racies  of  the  Erles  of  Huntlie,  Erroll,  and  Angus,  with  thair  complices, 
threatins  the  fubverfion  of  the  true  religioun,  and  the  profeffours  therof, 
his  Majefties  crowne  and  perfon,  and  betraying  of  this  thair  native  coun- 
trey to  the  cruell  and  merciles  Spaingeards,  and  were  at  that  tyme  difco- 
verit,  and  [vively]  apprehendit  be  his  Majeftie  and  Eftates,  and  haill  body 
of  this  realme,  fo  evidentlie  that  none  can  pretend  ignorance,  at  this  tyme 
are  imminent,  more  vrgent,  and  more  to  be  feared  nor  quhen  the  danger 
appeirit  to  be  greateft,  as  may  evidently  appeir  be  the  realbns  following  : 

Firft,  It  is  certaine  that  the  Spaingeard,  quho,  with  lb  great  prepara- 
tioun  in  the  SS  geir,  interpryfed  the  conqueilch  of  this  yle,  remaines  as 
get  in  that  firme  intentioun,  and  waites  only  vpon  a  meitt  occalioun  to 
accomplifli  that  his  purpofe,  as  appeirs  cleirly  be  his  continueing  in  [this] 
intertainment  of  intelligence  and  traffiqueing  with  the  forfaids  excommuni- 
cats  ever  lince  the  diffipatioun  of  his  navie. 

Secondlie,  The  manifeft  rebellions  of  the  forfaid  excommunicats  and 
defe6lioun  from  his  Majefties  obedience,  after  fo  evident  appeirances  of 
thair  wrack  for  thair  manifeft  and  treafonable  attempts  at  the  Brig  of  Die, 
at  Falkland,  &c.  and  the  proofe  of  his  Majefties  cleinencie  and  fovour  to- 
wards them  in  pardoning  thair  foirfaids  treafons,  declares  that  thair  mali- 
cious and  reftles  ingynes  in  the  profecuting  of  thair  vnnaturall  confpiracies 
aganis  the  religioun  and  countrey,  cannot  leave  [ofif]  nor  ceafe  fo  long  as 
they  are  not  punifchit,  nor  reftrainit  by  juftice  and  executioun  of  juftice. 

Thirdlie,  Quheras  the  Kirk,  at  all  occaliouns,  hes  inliftit  to  declare  to 
his  Majeftie  and  Counfell,  and  Eftates,  the  dangers  evident  for  the  tyme, 
and  to  crave  convenient  remedies  thervnto,  get  in  effecSl  nothing  hes  bein 
obtained  thervnto,  notwithftanding  quhatfomevir  promifes,  a6lis,  proclama- 
tions, readis  &c.  ;  quherthrow  they  have  bein  alvvayes  put  in  great  fecuritie, 
and  takes  libertie  and  boldnes  of  farther  pra6lifes  and  attempts. 


830  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1594<. 

Fourthlie,  Notwitliftanding  it  was  exprefflie  provydit  be  a&.  of  Counfell, 
that  none  fould  prefume  to  traffique  or  fpeake  in  favour  of  the  laids  ex- 
eoninmnicats,  vnder  the  paine  of  tinfell  of  thair  offices  ;  get  now  they  are 
advancit  in  greater  credit  of  his  Majeftie,  that  have  bein  knowin  to  be 
thair  cheifeft  favourers  ;  and  they  ceafe  not  get,  contrair  to  thair  promifes, 
to  procure  them  all  favour,  ficht  and  immunitie,  as  it  appeirs  in  effefil, 
quhatfoevir  they  pretend. 

Fyftlie,  The  ere6lioun  of  the  idolatrie  of  the  Mefs  in  diverfe  quarters  of 
the  land,  as,  nanielie,  in  Mr  Walter  Lindfayes  houfe  of  Balgay  in  Angus, 
in  the  gong  Laird  of  Bonytounes  houfe  of  Birnes,  in  the  Erie  of  Angus 
houfe  of  Bothwell  in  Cliddildaill,  and  in  the  places  of  his  refidence  in 
Dowglafdaile,  and  in  the  Erie  of  Huntlies  houfe  of  Strabogie  and  Auld 
Aberdein,  in  the  Erie  of  Errolls  houfe  of  Logieamount  and  Slaines,  proves 
cleirlie  that  either  they  find  themfelves  fufficiently  alTured  of  fuch  favour 
and  affiftance  within  the  countrey  as  may  plainly  mantaine  tbair  caufe  be 
force,  or  els  [that]  they  are  perfwadit  of  the  aide  of  ftrangers,  to  be  at 
readines  in  fuch  due  tyme  as  they  may  ferve  for  thair  releife,  before  that 
his  Majeftie  and  the  profeiTours  of  religioun  performe  any  thing  in  effe6l 
in  the  contrair,  or  vtherwayes  they  durft  nevir  fo  openlie  difclofe  thair 
idolatrie. 

Sextlie,  The  refufeing  of  the  a6l  of  abolitioun  offerit  to  them  be  his 
Majeftie,  to  the  great  greife  of  his  good  I'ubiedls,  proveth  fufficiently  the 
famein  ;  for  it  is  very  probable  and  raanifeft  that  they  nevir  wald  have 
refufit  fo  great  a  benefite,  except  they  had  thoght  themfelves  fullie  alTured 
of  a  better,  either  be  favour  of  Court  and  afllftance  within  the  countrey, 
or  be  [concurrance  and]  aide  of  ftrangers  without. 

Sevinthlie,  Thair  refuifail  to  entir  in  ward,  notwithftanding  of  his  Ma- 
jefties  indignatioun,  and  all  that  might  follow  thervpon,  proves  the  lamein. 
Auchtlie,  The  late  arriveall  of  this  barke  at  Montrois  evidently  fliawis, 
that  thair  dangerous  pra6tifes  are  prefentlie  at  the  point  of  executioun 
aganis  the  religioun  and  the  countrey,  and  mon  haftilie  bring  foorth  fome 
great  inconvenient,  except  they  be  preventit  and  reliftit  be  ane  prefent 
remedie. 

Nynthlie,  The  oppin  conventiouns  of  the  forfaid  excommunicat  Erles 
haldin  at  Brechin  and  vther  places,  fince  the  arriveall  of  the  faid  bark,  de- 
clares that  they  efteime  thair  courfes  now  to  be  fo  fubftantially  led,  that 
they  regard  not  quhat  [may]  be  done  for  reiifting  of  the  lame. 
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10.  The  diligence  of  the  laids  excommunicats  in  preparing  and  putting 
thair  haill  forces  in  the  north  in  amies  and  readines,  vpon  advertifement, 
ihewis  that  they  have  fome  prefent  interpryfe,  and  attends  only  vpon  con- 
curreance,  quhilk  appeirandly  they  are  verie  meikle  anitnat  to  looke  for 
iince  the  arrivall  of  the  faid  bark. 

11.  Quheras  his  Majeftie  and  Eftates,  at  the  firft  difcoverie  of  thair  con- 
Ipiracies,  apprehendit  a  very  great  danger  to  true  religioun,  the  Kings 
Eftate  and  Crowne,  and  libertie  of  the  countrey  ;  and  notwithftanding 
that  the  famein  caufe  of  danger  as  git  remaines  haill  vnremovit,  ther  is  no 
apprehenlioun  of  any  danger,  nor  earneft  care  to  withitand  it  :  It  is  evi- 
dent, that  either  ther  is  ane  inclinatioun  and  purpofe  to  cover,  extenuat, 
and  beir  foorth  the  evill  caufe,  quherthrow  they  will  not  lie ;  or  els  the 
Lord  in  judgement  hes  blindit  and  hardnit  the  hearts  of  all  Eftates,  to  grop 
in  the  mid  day  that  quhilk  they  cannot  lie,  quhilk  is  the  greateft  danger 
of  all,  and  ane  moil  certaine  argument  of  the  wrath  of  God,  and  his  heavie 
judgement  hingand  over  the  land,  and  fo  meikle  the  more  to  be  fearit,  be- 
caufe  ther  is  no  caufe  of  feare  apprehendit. 


Remedies  of  the  famein. 

For  remedie  of  the  forfaids  dangers,   the  Affemblie  ordaines  the  Com- 
milfioners  to  deale  earneftly  with  his  Majeftie,  that  he  may  apprehend  the 
perrill,  and  be  movit  with  ane  bent  afi"e6lioun,  to  proceid  againft  the  foir-' 
namit  excommunicats,  Papifts,  traittours,  as  followis. 

The  Remedies.  The  Kings  Anfuers. 

1.   That  the  faids  excommunicats  There  sail  nothing  of  the  turue  be  vn- 

be  forfaultit  without  favour,  and  to  ''one  on  my  part,  as  I  have  at  lenth  de- 
that  effea,  that  the  Parliament  ap-  '='''"'  *"  ^he  beirers. 
pointit  to  the  27  of  this  inftant,  be 
haldin  preceiflie  without  any  kind  of 
delay  ;  the  advocat  fufficientlie  in- 
ftrutlit  in  every  point,  that  the  fum- 
mounds  may  be  found  relevant,  and 
fufficient  probatioun  provydit. 
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2.  That  none  fufpefil  of  religioun 
be  chofin  vpon  the  Articles. 

3.  That  they  be  perfewit  after  the 
foirfaultrie  be  way  of  deid  with  all 
extremitie,  and  thair  land  and  rents 
annexit  to  the  crowne,  to  remaine 
with  his  Majeltie  and  fuccefTours  for 
ever,  and  no  part  therof  difponit  to 
any  in  favour  of  the  perfons  foir- 
faultit. 


Great  reason,  and  farther  as   I  have 
shawin  the  forsaid  bearers. 


Great   reason,     the    foirfaultrie   being 
endit. 


4.  That  in  the  meane  tyme  his 
Majefties  guard  be  iraployit  for  ap- 
prehending of  Mr  Walter  Lindfay, 
the  Abbot  of  Newabbay,  Bonytoun, 
gounger,  Mr  George  Ker,  Mr  Alex- 
ander LeQie,  Thomas  Tyrie,  with 
all  vthers  traffiquers,  Jefuites,  and 
Seminarie  Preifts,  not  contained  in 
the  fumounds  of  forfaultrie. 


How  willing  I  am  to  be  imployit  in 
apprehending  any  practiseing  Papists,  I 
remitt  me  to  the  bearers  declaratioun. 


5.  That  the  rebells  houfes  be  takin, 
"chargit  and  mannitt,  [and  thair]  liv- 
ings intromettit  with  and  vptakin 
into  his  Majefties  vfe  without  favour, 
and  no  part  therof  difponit  to  thair 
friends,  or  any  vther  perfon  for  thair 
comoditie. 


Great  reason  how  soone  they  are  for- 
faultit ;  [and]  I  thank  them  for  thair 
Counsell. 


6.  That  all  perlbns  be  inhite  vnder 
the  paine  of  treafon,  and  tinfell  of 
lyfe,  land  and  goods,  to  receipt,  fup- 
plie,  ryfe,  concurre,  and  have  intel- 
ligence with  the  forfaids  excommu- 
nicats,  vnder  quhatfumevir  pretence 
of  vaffalls  dependers. 


Great  reason,  thair  foirfaultour  alwayes 
preceiding. 
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7.  That  the  haill  fubie6ts  be  char- 
geit  to  put  themfelves  in  armes,  be 
all  good  means  they  can,  remaining- 
in  full  readines  to  perfew  and  de- 
fend, as  they  falbe  certified  be  his 
Majeftie,  or  vtherwayes  findand  the 
occalioun  vrgent. 

8.  That  the  bark  arryvit  at  Mon- 
trois  be  apprehendit,  and  that  the 
perfons  that  were  within  her,  to- 
gither  with  fuch  [vthers]  as  lies  had 
a  dealing  with  them,  according  as 
they  falbe  givin  vp  in  tickett,  be  callit 
and  diligentlie  examinit  for  difcoverie 
of  the  pra6lifes  and  purpofes  quhilk 
they  have  prefentlie  in  hand.  . 

9.  Forfameikle  as  the  Lord  Hoome 
hescontraveinitfundriepoints,  quher- 
in  he  was  oblifchit  to  the  Kirk  of 
Edenburgh  be  his  proniife  at  the  re- 
ceiving of  his  lubfcriptioun,  as,  name- 
lie,  in  not  fatiffieing  the  AlTemblie 
of  Fyfe  ;  in  not  receiving  a  Minifter 
in  his  houfe  ;  in  not  removeing  out 
of  his  companie  Captaine  Andro 
Gray  and  Thomas  Tyrie  ;  quherby, 
[as]  alfo  be  his  flanderous  lyfe  fen 
his  lubfcriptioun,  he  hes  givin  juil 
caufe  of  fufpicioun  to  the  Kirk  and 
all  good  men,  that  in  his  heart  he  is 
not  get  truelie  fan(Slified  and  con- 
verted to  the  true  religioun  :  Ther- 
for,  that  his  Majeftie  wald  take  ear- 
nefl,  tryall  of  the  premilTes,  and  ther- 
of  judge  if  ther  appeir  in  him  lick  a 

5 


To  be  ready  at  my  charge  is  very  meit ; 
but  I  vnderstand  not  the  last  clause  of 
vrgent  occasioun. 


I  sail  omitt  no  diligence  in  that  quhilk 
can  be  requyrit  at  my  hands,  as  I  sail 
ansuer  to  God. 


Distingue  tempera  et  concordabis  Scrip- 
turas.  The  meaning  of  this  the  beirers 
will  expone  vnto  30U. 
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finceritie  of  religioun  and  lyfe  as  his 
Majeftie  maylippen  to,  and  the  Kirk 
looke  for  fiire  freindfliip  in  fuch  dan- 
gerous a  tyme,  in  the  caufe  of  reli- 
gioun ;  quhilk  not  being  found,  that 
his  Majeftie  wald  remove  him  fra 
his  companie,  and  difcharge  him  of 
all  publick  office  and  comandment. 

10.  That  the  Guard  prefentlie 
takin  vp  be  tryed,  together  with 
thair  Captaines,  in  reii3e6l  of  many 
complaints  givin  in  againft  them  to 
the  Affemblie. 


The  complaints  belongs  not  to  thair 
office  :  Alwayes  I  have  satisfied  the 
beirers  helrin.     Sic  subscribitur, 

JAMES  R. 


At  Edenburgh  the  10  of  May  1594. 

The  Affemblie  gives  commiffioun  to  Mrs  Patrick  Galloway,  Robert 
Rollock,  Patrick  Simfone,  James  Melvill,  James  NicoU'one,  to  propone 
the  dangers  and  remedies  above  wrytin  to  his  Majeftie,  and  to  report  his 
Majeilies  anfuers  theranent.     Sic  fubfcribitur, 

Mr  Andro  Melvill,  Moderatour. 


Seffio  11"-     13  Maij. 

Anent  the  horrible  fuperftitioun  vfed  in  Garioch  and  diverle  parts  of 
the  countrey,  in  not  labouring  ane  parcell  of  ground  dedicate  to  the  Devill, 
vnder  the  name  of  the  Goodmans  Craft :  The  Kirk,  for  remedie  therof, 
hes  found  meitt  that  ane  article  be  formed  to  the  Parliament,  that  ane  a&. 
may  proceid  from  the  Eftates  therof,  ordaining  all  perfons,  poffeffours  of 
the  faids  lands,  to  caufe  labour  the  famein  betuixt  and  ane  certane  day  ap- 
pointit  therto  ;  vtherwayes,  in  cace  of  dilTobedience,  the  faids  lands  to  fall 
in  the  Kings  hands,  to  be  difponit  to  fuch  perfons  as  pleafes  his  jMajeftie, 
tjuho  will  labour  the  lamein. 
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Seffio  W-    14  Maij. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  of  the  Minifter  and  parochiners  of  Bruntiland, 
defyreand  the  Affemblie  to  allow  the  adl  of  the  Synodall  Affeniblie  of  Fyfe 
concerning  thair  new  kirk,  in  allowing  therof  to  be  the  paroch  kirk  :  The 
haill  Kirk  prefent  being  advyfit  with  the  faid  ordinance,  vnderilanding 
that  the  new  kirk  buildit  be  thanie  is  molt  comodious  for  the  parochin, 
both  in  refpe6l  of  the  greatnes  of  the  congregatioun,  and  ewiftnes  of  the 
place,  and  alwayes  more  convenient  then  the  auld  kirk,  quhilk  is  not  able 
to  receive  the  congregatioun,  and  is  farther  diilant  from  them  :  Therfor 
allowis  and  approvis  the  judgement  of  the  Provinciall  AlTemblie  of  Fyfe, 
and  ordaines  the  laid  new  kirk  to  be  the  paroch  kirk  therof  in  tyme 
comeing. 

Alexander  Lord  Hoome  compeirand  in  the  face  of  the  Affemblie,  and 
inquyrit  be  the  Moderatour,  if  he  confelTit  in  [his]  heart  befor  the  Lord, 
and  with  his  mouth,  that  he  was  juftlie  callin  out  of  the  Kirk  be  a  I'entence 
of  excommunicatioun  pronouncit  againft  him  be  the  Synodall  Affemblie  of 
Fyfe,  and,  as  he  wald  anfuer  vpon  paine  of  his  falvatioun  and  damnatioun, 
limplie  to  Ipeake  the  trueth  theranent,  Proteftit  and  acknowledgit  [openlie,] 
that  he  was  juftlie  excommunicat,  and  confeft  his  fault  therin  :  And  being 
inquyrit  why  he  foght  not  to  be  relaxit  from  the  faid  fentence  r.ccording 
to  the  diredlioun  of  the  Prefbitrie  of  Edenburgh,  excufit  him  be  ignorance 
of  that  part  of  the  adl :  As  alfo  being  accufit,  that  he  detainit  the  ftipond 
of  fundrie  of  the  Miniftrie,  fpeciallie  of  Chirnefyde,  anfuerit,  That  he  was 
ready  [to  doe]  quhat  he  ought  to  doe  of  law  :  Being  farther  demandit, 
why  he  keipit  not  conditiouns  fpeciallie  fett  downe  in  the  a6l  of  the  Pref- 
bitrie of  Edenburgh,  as,  namelie,  tuiching  ane  Minifter  in  his  awin  houfe, 
tuiching  the  removeing  of  Thomas  Tyrie  out  of  his  companie,  anfuerit. 
That  he  remembrit  not  that  he  was  obleifed  be  promife  to  have  a  Minifter 
in  his  houfe,  get,  in  that  point,  he  is  content  to  have  ane,  as  the  Kirk  fall 
appoint  him  ;  [and]  as  to  Thomas  Tyrie,  Grants  that  he  was  in  his  fervice 
fen  his  fubfcryveing,  hot  vnderftands  not  that  he  was  oblifched  to  remove 
him  quhill  the  Kirk  had  proceidit  [to]  excommunication  againft  him, 
quhilk  he  beleives  he  foght  of  the  Kirk,  and  beleives  that  they  grantit 
[|it  ;]  alwayes  fra  he  was  excommunicat,  he  removit  him  out  of  his  com- 
panie ;    and  as  to  Johne  Tyrie  and  Captane  Gray,  they  were  not  his  fer- 
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vants  :  Being  inqyrit,  if  ther  was  any  [perfon]  callit  Cowie,  qiihom  with 
he  fpak  fliortly,  or  any  fett  on  land  with  the  bark  that  came  laft  in  [from 
Flanders,]  Denyes  the  famein  :  And  inquyrit  if  Macquhirrie  was  in  his 
houfe  fliortlie,  Grants,  within  this  few  dayes  he  was  in  his  houle,  and 
came  by  his  witting,  haveing  neither  letter  nor  commiirioun  to  him,  and 
pail  away  within  halfe  ane  houre  :  And  laft  of  all,  the  faid  Lord  confellit 
in  prefence  of  God  and  his  holy  angells,  quhom  he  tooke  [witnefles,]  and 
the  Lord  Jefus  [Chrift]  quhom  he  tooke  Judge,  quhen  he  fall  come  to 
judge  the  quick  and  the  dead,  that  he  profelfit  from  his  heart  the  religioun 
prelentlie  profellit  be  this  Kirk  here  prefent,  quherof  he  had  alreadie  fub- 
fcryvit  the  articles  befor  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edenburgh,  and  with  hisiolemne 
oath  confeffit  befor  them,  and  now  confeffes  befor  the  AlFemblie,  to  be  the 
only  true  and  infallible  religioun  quhilk  leids  to  falvatioun,  quherin  he 
uiynds  to  live  and  die,  and  fall  to  the  vttermoft  defend  againft  all  the 
enemies  therof ;  and  denyes,  as  he  fall  anfuer  to  the  dreadfuU  God,  the 
Roniane  Catholick  religioun,  as  the  Antichriftian  religioun  dire6llie  opponit 
to  the  truth  of  God  and  his  true  fervice,  quhilk  he  teftifies  to  the  haill  Af- 
femblie  be  vphalding  of  his  hand,  and  be  Iblemne  witneiling  of  God,  that  he 
has  no  diipenfatioun  nor  indult  to  fubfcryve  or  fweare  to  the  faids  articles. 

For  farther  fatiffadlioun  of  the  brethren,  the  Kirk  ordaines  my  Lord 
Proveft  of  Edenburgh,  Alexander  Hoome,  the  Laird  of  Aittoun,  Mrs 
Johne  Dauidfone,  David  Black,  David  Lindfay,  to  deale  farther  with  my 
Lord  afternoone,  to  try  of  his  full  refolutioun. 


Inftru<5liouns  to  Sir  Robert  Melvill  of  Mordocairnie,  and  Alexander 
Hoome  of  Northberwick,  Commiffioners  for  his  Majeftie  at  the  pre- 
fent Generall  AiTemblie,  of  Articles  proponit  in  his  Majefties  name 
to  the  faid  Generall  Allemblie  at  Edinburgh. 

1.  To  proteft  that  his  Majeilies  royal)  priviledge,  newlie  fett  foorth  be  aft 
of  Parliament,  be  not  prejudgeit  in  the  conveining  of  the  nixt  Generall 
Affemblie  ;  and  to  that  eifecl,  that  befor  thair  diflblving  at  this  time,  they 
dire6l  fome  of  thair  number  to  his  IMajellie,  to  be  relblved  be  him  vpon  the 
time  and  the  place  of  the  nixt  [meeting  of  the]  Generall  Allemblie,  accord- 
ing to  his  Majeilies  propofitioun,  and  their  promiie  in  the  lall  Generall 
Affemblie  haldin  at  Dundie. 
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2.  That  they  will  ratifie  and  approve,  be  adl  of  this  prefent  Affemblie, 
thair  promife  made  to  his  Majeftie  in  thair  fbrefaid  laft  AlTeinblie,  that  in 
any  thing  that  any  of  the  Minirtry  had  to  crave,  or  complain  to  his  Majef- 
tie, theyfliould  doe  it  be  particular  conference  with  hinifelfe,  and  not  vtter 
publickly  in  pulpitt  any  vnreverent  I'peeches  againfl,  his  Majellies  perfoii, 
Counfell,  or  Eftate,  vnder  the  pain  of  deprivatioun  ;  and  that  for  this  caufe 
they  will  prelently  try  and  cenfure  ane  of  thair  number  who  hes  contra- 
veinit  the  faid  a6l  :  and  in  fpeciall,  that  they  will  examine  fo  many  of 
thair  number  as  was  prefent  at  the  laft  Synodall  Affemblie  haldin  at 
Perth,  and  charge  them  vpon  thair  great  aithes  and  confciences,  firft,  to 
declare  what  vnreverent  and  treafonabill  fpeeches  of  his  Majefty  they  heard 
Johne  Rofle  vtter  publickly  from  the  pulpitt,  in  all  thair  audiences  ;  and 
nixt,  whither  they  cenfurit  him  for  the  fame  thereafter  or  not ;  and  to  de- 
lire  them  in  his  Majellies  name,  that  according  to  the  Synodall  ccnfureing 
of  him,  they  wald  judge  him  as  he  demerits  on  the  ane  part,  and  his 
Majefties  modeft  behaviour,  ever  lince  the  beginning  of  that  turne,  hes 
del'ervit. 

3.  That  they  will  excommunicat  Mr  Andro  Hunter,  for  bringing  in  ane 
fcandall  vpon  thair  profellloun,  as  the  firlt  opin  traitour  of  their  fundlioun, 
againtt  ane  Chriftian  King  of  thair  [own]  religion,  and  their  naturall  Sove- 
raigne. 

4.  That  be  a6l  of  thair  AlT'emblie  they  will  ordaine  every  particular  Miii- 
ifter  within  thair  charge,  to  difl'wade,  as  weill  be  publick  as  privat  exhorta- 
tioun,  thair  flock  committit  to  thair  cure,  from  concurring  with  the  treafon- 
abill attempts  of  Bothwell,  or  any  vther  traitours,  that  raifes  or  fall  raife 
themlelves  vp  againtt  the  lawfull  authoritie  placit  be  God  in  his  Majefties 
perfon  :  and  fpecially,  that  they  fall  narrowlie  take  heid,  and  not  fufter 
any  of  thair  flock  to  be  feducit  vnder  colour  of  religioun,  or  whatlumevir 
falfe  pretext,  to  receave  wages  and  become  fouldiours  for  fervice  of  any  per- 
Ibns,  except  they  fie  his  Majefties  commilDoun  and  warrand  thervnto  ;  and 
namelie  of  Bothwell,  quho  hes  prefentlie,  in  diverfe  parts  of  this  realme, 
attemptit  the  lame. 

5.  That  in  refpedl  the  Parliament  time  is  at  hand,  and  the  occafioun  will 
fuddenlie  ferve  for  declareing  of  his  Majefties  godlie  and  honeft  intentioun  in 
perfecuting  of  the  Papifts  [and]  excommunicat  Lords,  both  be  law  and  vther- 
wayes  ;  that,  therefor,  they  will  fele6l  ane  or  two  Commillioners  of  the  dif- 
creiteft  and  wifeft  of  every  principall  Preft)ytrie,  and  give  them  commiffioun 
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to  attend  vpon  his  Majeftie  at  this  time,  as  weill  that  his  Majeltie  may  have 
thair  good  advyce  and  alfiftance  in  his  good  tiirne,  no  leffe  concerning  the 
eltate  of  the  I'eligioun  then  the  eftate  of  his  Majefties  crown  and  country  ; 
and  likewile  that  his  Majeftie  may,  be  their  moyen,  dire6l  and  inform  quhat 
he  wald  wifch  to  be  done  be  the  haill  reft  of  the  Miniftrie,  as  occalioun 
fall  from  time  to  time  be  prefent.     Sic  fubfcribitur 

JAMES  K. 


Seirio  13^-  14  Maij. 

Anent  the  oft'ence  conceivit  be  his  Majeftie  agains  a  brother  callit  Johne 
Rofs  :  The  Afl"embly  of  the  Kirk  thocht  it  expedient  that  certaine  of  the 
godly,  difcreiteft  and  beft  learnit  men  of  the  Kirk,  fould  be  chofni  out,  befor 
qiihom  that  matter  fould  be  firft  brockin  vp  and  preceiftie  handlit,  and 
therafter  brocht  in  publick  befor  the  haill  number  ;  and  to  that  efiefil  were 
chofin  Mrs  Andro  Melvill,  James  NicoUone,  Robert  Bruce,  Robert  Rol- 
lock,  Johne  Davidfone,  Johne  Craig,  David  Lindfay,  Patrick  Galloway, 
James  Melvill,  Walter  Balcanquell,  Alexander  Forbes,  James  Robertfone, 
David  Fergufone  :  Quhilk  number  were  ordainit  to  conveine  immediatly 
after  thair  ryleing  in  this  boufe,  and  fo  many  of  the  brethren  of  the  Syno- 
dall  of  Striveling  as  are  prefent,  warnit  to  be  ready  as  they  falbe  callit  for. 


Seffio  14''-    15  Maij. 

The  quhilk  day  corapeirit  Alexander  Lord  Hoome  in  Afl'emblie,  and 
with  all  humilitie  craveit  that  he  might  be  abfolvit  from  the  fentence  of 
excommunication  led  againft  him,  protefting  befor  God  he  wald  in  tyme 
comeing  give  proofe  of  obedience  and  fervice  to  God,  and  mantaine  the 
truetb  of  his  religioun  profeffit  be  the  Kirk  heir  prefent  to  his  lyves  end  ; 
and  althogh  he  was  lometyme  in  ane  different  religioun  from  them,  now 
avowis,  he  being  bettir  inftrucit  in  the  heid  quherin  he  fometyme  differit 
from  them,  the  prefent  Confeflioun  of  Faith  and  religion  profeffit  prefent- 
lie  be  the  Afl'emblie  ;  and  if  he  fall  heirafter  declyne  therfra,  fiibmitts  him 
in  that  cace  to  the  Afl'emblie  of  the  Kirk,  hoping  be  Gods  grace,  nevir  to 
make  defe6lioun  therfra. 
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The  Affemblie,  in  refpe6l  this  matter  hes  bein  paft  be  word,  hes  thoght 
meitt  that  certaine  conditiouns  falbe  fett  downs  in  wryte,  to  be  fubfcryvit 
be  his  Lordlhip  ;  therafter  his  fiite  of  abfolutioun  to  be  confidderit. 


Seffio  15*-  Eodem  die. 

The  Affemblie  ordanes  ane  faft  to  be  keipit  within  the  Prelbitrie  of 
Edenburgh,  and  fick  vther  parts  quher  the  famein  may  be  conveniently  had, 
vpon  Sonday  the  26  of  this  initant,  immediatlie  preceiding  the  Parliament ; 
and  his  Majellie  to  be  remembrit  that  ane  exhortatioun  may  be  had,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftome  quhilk  was  keipit  of  befoir,  the  firfl  day  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  a  thanklgiving  at  the  conclufion  therof  be  ane  of  the  Miniftrie ; 
and  alfo  that  his  Majellie  be  put  in  mynd  of  the  faid  faft  appointit  the  foir- 
I'aid  day,  to  the  effe<Sl  his  Majeftie  and  his  houfe  may  keip  the  i'amein. 

In  lyke  maner  it  is  ordanit,  that  a  generall  faft  be  obfervit  [vniverfallie] 
through  the  haill  realme,  the  twa  laft  Sondayis  of  Junij  nixt  to  come,  with 
exhortatiouns  and  prayers  to  be  keipit  betuixt  the  twa  Sondayis  on  the  weik 
dayes  :  The  caufes  of  the  quhilk  faft  falbe  intimat  and  prefentit  the  morne 
in  wryte  be  Mrs  James  Melvill,  Patrick  Galloway,  and  James  Nicolfone. 

The  famein  day,  the  conditiouns  vnderwrytin  being  proponit  to  Alex- 
ander Lord  Hoome  be  the  Generall  Affemblie,  to  teilifie  his  vnfained  re- 
pentance, after  reidingof  the  faids  articles  feverallie  :  Firft,  he  ratified  and 
approvit  the  fubfcriptioun  and  aith  givin  be  him  to  the  Confellioun  of 
Faith,  at  Edenburgh  the  22  day  of  December  laft,  and  that  with  ane  fo- 
lemne  aith,  balding  vp  his  hand,  and  aggrieing  to  the  faid  articles,  and 
every  ane  of  them  ;  [and]  in  tokin  of  acceptatioun  therof,  [protefting]  he 
dois  the  famein  iincerelie,  fubfcryvit  the  famein  with  his  hand,  humblie  re- 
quyring,  in  refpefit  of  his  obedience  and  repentance,  that  the  Kirk  wald  re- 
laxe  him  from  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioim  pronouncit  againft  him. 

The  Affemblie,  in  refpe6l  of  his  repentance  fliawin,  his  aith  and  declara- 
tioun  givin  gefterday,  and  obedience  in  fubfcryveing  the  faids  conditiouns, 
being  fatiffied  therwith,  and  hopeing  that  he  fall  fullie  keip  promile  in 
tyme  comeing,  ordaines  him  to  be  abfolvit  from  the  faid  excommunicatioun, 
and  the  fentence  of  abfolutioun  to  be  pronuncit  be  the  Moderatour  the 
morne  at  melting. 


840  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  loQk 


FoUowis  the  Conditiouns. 

1.  The  Afleaiblie  craves  that  t!ie  fuid  Alexander  Lord  Hoome  ratifie 
and  approve  the  fubfcriptioun  and  aith  givin  be  him  to  the  Confeffioun  of 
Faith,  at  Edenburgh  the  22  day  of  December  laft,  [or  fubfcrive]  and 
fweare  againe  de  novo  in  face  of  the  haill  Aflemblie,  as  falbe  thoght  expe- 
dient. 

2.  That  he  remove  and  bald  furth  of  his  companie,  all  Papifts  and  tra- 
ffiquers  aganis  the  true  religioun,  and  quhatfoevir  [perfouns]  falbe  dilaitit 
to  his  LordOiip  to  be  lufpefil  and  corrupt  in  religioun  ;  that  he  receive  and 
intertaine  in  his  houfe  Mr  Archibald  Ofwell  as  his  ordinarie  Paflour ;  and 
failgeing  of  him,  fome  vther  difcreit  and  godlie  Minifter,  be  advyce  of  the 
Prelbitrie  of  Dunbar ;  and  that  he  make  his  familie  fubiedl  to  the  Word 
and  difcipline. 

3.  That  he  refort  to  the  publick  heiring  of  the  word,  in  all  places  quher 
it  fall  happin  him  to  repaire  and  have  his  refidence,  and  that  he  commu- 
nicat. 

4.  That  he  make  his  haill  tennents  and  lervants  fubjedl  to  the  difcipline 
of  the  Kirk  quher  they  remaine. 

5.  That  be  repaire  all  the  ruinous  kirks  within  the  Pryorie  of  Colding- 
bame,  and  provyde  luflScient  livings  for  Paflours  plantit  and  to  be  plantit 
therat  [according  to  the  a6l  of  Parliament  ;]  and  luchlyke  of  all  kirks 
within  his  bounds,  fo  farre  as  law  and  reafon  may  bind  therto. 

6.  That  he  make  thankfull  payment  to  the  Miniflers  of  Chirnlyde, 
Swintoun,  and  Fifchak,  of  thair  ftipends,  conforme  to  thair  affignations 
and  decreits  pad  thervpon,  in  cace  he  be  oblifchit  therto  be  law. 

7.  That  he  concurre,  be  his  counfell,  crydet,  and  afliftance,  for  mantein- 
ance  of  the  true  religioun  publicklie  profeft  and  taught  within  this  realms, 
with  the  mantainers  therof,  aganis  all  and  quhatfumevir  wald  come  in  the 
contrair,  within  the  countrey  or  without. 

8.  That  he  neither  receipt,  allift,  intertaine,  intercomoun,  or  have  [any] 
intelligence  with,  the  excommunicat  Papift  Lords,  Jefuits,  Seminarie 
Preifts,  nor  traffiqueing  Papifts  ;  nor  folift  [for]  thame,  or  Ihew  them  favour, 
dire6tlie  or  indiredtlie,   in  judgement  or  out  of  judgement. 

9.  That  he  neither  reafon  nor  fuffer  any  reafoning  to  be  againft  the  true 
religioun,  or  any  point  therof,  in  the  places  quher  he  may  inhibite  the  fame. 
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10.  That  he  imploy  himfelfe  carefullie  to  apprehend  and  prefent  to  juftice 
Mr  Alexander  M'Quhirrle,  and  all  and  qubatfumevir  Jefuites,  [Seminarie 
Priefts,  and  traffiqueing  Papills,  that  fall  refort]  within  his  bounds  ;  and 
that  he  doe  nothing  that  may  be  found  be  the  minifter  appointit  for  the  tryall 
of  his  behaviour,  to  be  prejudicial!  to  the  true  religioun  prefentlie  pro- 
feffit  be  the  Generall  Affemblie  heir  prefentlie  conveinit ;  and  in  cace  he 
falbe  found  to  contraveine  any  ane  of  the  forfaids  points,  that,  in  that 
cace,  he  confent  to  be  fummarlie  excommunicat  vpon  the  notoriety  of  the 
fa6l.  And  in  teftimonie  of  his  acceptatioun  of  the  faid  conditiouns,  that  he 
fubfcryve  thir  prefents  with  his  hand.     Sic  fubfcribitur, 

ALEXANDER  LORD  HOOME. 

Forfanieikle  as  Alexander  Lord  Hoome,  be  his  fubfcriptioun,  is  bound  to 
obferve  and  keip  the  conditiouns  proponit  to  him  be  the  Generall  Affemblie, 
and  acceptit  be  him  ;  and  in  cace  he  be  found  to  contravein  the  famein,  or 
any  of  thame,  to  be  fummarlie  excommunicat  vpon  the  notoritie  of  the 
fa6l :  The  Generall  Kirk  gives  libertie  to  qubatfumevir  Prefbitrie  that 
fall  vnderiland  of  his  contraventioun  of  the  faids  conditiouns,  to  call  him, 
and  try  him  of  the  faid  contraventioun,  and  convi6t  him  therof  if  he  be 
found  guiltie  ;  and  the  convidlioun  to  be  diredl  and  font  to  the  Prefbitrie  of 
Edenburgh,  to  quhom  the  Kirk  gives  commiffioun  fummarlie  to  pronounce 
the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  againft  him. 


Selfio  le"-    If)  Maij. 

According  to  the  ordinance  of  the  Affemblie,  the  adlioun  of  abfolutioun 
of  Alexander  Lord  Hoome  being  commitlit  to  Mr  David  Lindfay,  exhor- 
tatioun  being  firfl  made,  the  faid  Lord  was  inquyrit,  If  he  was  forie  in  his 
heart  for  the  fault  and  offence  he  had  committit,  and  that  he  had  incurritt 
the  faid  fentence,  and  fand  ane  eanieft  dolour  in  his  heart  for  that  he  was 
feparate  from  the  Kirk  heir  prefent  fo  long,  thrilling  moll  earnefllie  to  be 
joynit  thereto  as  ane  member  of  Chryfts  bodie,  and  promifeing,  as  he 
fall  anfuer  to  God,  in  tyme  comeing  to  continue  ane  conllant  profeffour  in 
the  trueth  of  his  religioun,  prefentlie  and  publicklie  allowit  be  the  Kirk  of 
Scotland  heir  conveinit,  to  his  lyves  end,  and  to  fhew  the  fruites  of  a  true 
Chriftian  in  his  lyfe,  removeing  all  llanderous  perfons  out  of  his  companie  : 
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Quho  anfuerit,  in  Gods  prefence,  It  was  his  true  meaning,  and  intendit  to 
Ihew  the  lame  in  evident  efFefils  in  tyme  conieing :  Quherfor,  thanks  being 
givin  to  God,  and  prayer  made,  he  was  folemnlie  abfolvit  from  the  faid 
fentence  be  the  faid  Mr  David,  and  receivit  be  him  in  name  of  the  laid 
brother,  and  embraced  as  ane  member  reconcileit  to  the  Kirk. 


Seffio  17»-     17  Maij. 

Forfameikle  as  Mr  Andro  Hunter,  [Minilter,]  hes  defertit  his  flock, 
and  is  fugitive  from  the  lawis,  being  bruitit  and  fufpedlit  to  have  joynit  him- 
felfe  with  the  Kings  rebells :  The  AlTemblie  prefent  depofes  him  fra  the 
fundlioun  of  the  Miniftrie,  ay  and  quhill  he  have  fatiffied  for  his  offence, 
his  Majeftie  and  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  Kings  Majeflies  Articles  :  In  refpedl  the  firfl;  article  tuitches 
the  tyme  and  place  of  thair  nixt  AlTemblie,  the  haill  Afl"emblie,  with 
advyce  of  his  Hienes  CommilTioners,  hes  appointit  thair  nixt  General  Af- 
femblie  to  be  at  Montrois,  the  laft  Tuefday  of  Junij  come  ane  geir  ;  provyd- 
ing  alwayes,  in  cace  it  be  found  expedient  pro  re  nata  be  the  Prelbitrie  of 
Edinburgh  to  be  fooner,  vpon  thair  advertifement,  the  famein  to  be  pre- 
veinit. 

And  as  concerning  his  Majeflies  firll  article,  anfuer  is  givin,  That  the 
tyme  and  place  is  appointit  in  prefence  of  the  Commiflioners,  according  to 
the  a6l  of  Parliament. 

As  to  the  fecond.  The  a6l  made  at  Dundie,  de  novo  is  ratified. 

The  anfuer  concerning  Johne  Ros  particular  continued  quhill  afternoone. 

Concerning  Mr  Andro  Hunter,  The  Kirk  hes  depofed  him. 

The  5  and  6  articles  aggried  vnto. 

Ordaines  every  particular  Paflour,  at  his  awin  Kirk,  to  intimat  the  fen- 
tence of  abfolution  pronuncit  in  favours  of  my  Lord  Hoome,  from  the  pro- 
ces  of  excommunication  led  a£rainfl:  him. 


Seffio  18^-     Eodem  die. 

Anent  the  matter  of  offence  conceivit  be  liis  Hienes  againll  Johne  Ros, 
Miniiler,  be  occaiion  of  ane  fermoiin  made  be  him  in  prefence  of  the  Pro- 
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vinciall  Affemblie  at  Perth  :  The  faid  matter  being  firft  ordainit  to  be 
treattit  and  weyit  in  privie  conference,  and  ane  certaine  of  the  grave, 
learnit  and  godly  brethren  beand  appointit  therto,  and  to  give  thair  judge- 
ments to  the  whole  Affemblie,  the  faid  brether  reportit  thair  advyce  and 
proceiding  in  wrjte  as  followes : 

Firft,  They  have  found  that  the  peiple  departit  not  out  of  the  kirk  befor 
the  end  of  the  dofitrine,  as  it  has  bein  reportit  to  his  Majeftie,  quhcrthrow 
he  might  have  vttered  any  kynd  of  offence ;  and  that  the  faid  Affemblie 
had  pronuncit  no  damnatour  fentence  againft  him,  hot  that  they  onlie  ad- 
monilhit  him  vpon  fuch  caufes  and  confideratiouns  as  efter  followes  : 

1.  In  refpedl  that  he  delyverit  that  do6lrine  at  that  tyme  quhen  his  Ma- 
jefties  rebells  and  enemies  were  affemblit  on  the  feilds,  quherthrow  it  might 
appeare  to  the  peiple,  the  Kirk  allowit  Bothwells  treafonable  attempts, 
and  that  the  Affemblie  of  purpofe  had  placit  him  in  that  rowme,  to  alienat 
the  hearts  of  his  peiple  from  his  Majefties  obedience. 

2.  In  refpedt  of  certaine  fpeiches  delyverit  be  him  without  any  fufficient 
warrand,  fo  farre  as  they  could  fie  and  vnderftand,  and  namelie  that  fen- 
tence pronuncit  againft  the  houfe  of  Guife  de  future. 

3.  In  refpedl  of  the  hard  delyverie  of  fpeiches  fpokin  of  his  Majeftie, 
quhilk  might  have  bein  thocht  to  have  craveit  greater  geirs  and  farther  ex- 
perience: Farther  the  haill  brether,  both  of  the  Conference  and  of  the  Provin- 
ciall  of  Perth,  all  in  ane  voyce  acknowledgis  that  ther  is  juft  caufe  of  ane 
Qiarper  rebuike  and  threatning  of  heavier  judgements  foorth  of  the  grounds 
of  that  text,  then  hes  bein  or  might  have  bein  vtterit  be  him  ;  and  quhatfo- 
evir  he  vtterit,  as  he  deponit  before  God  and  [vpon]  his  confcience,  he 
vttered  it  out  of  love,  feiking  alwayes  his  Majefties  ftanding,  on  na  pre- 
occupied mynd,  prejudgeit  opinioun,  or  troublit  affe6lioun,  bot  of  ane  faul 
alwayes  feiking  and  thrifting  his  Majefties  honour  and  Weill  in  God  ;  and 
therfor  approves  his  whole  do6lrine  in  that  point,  as  it  hes  bein  red  and  de- 
clarit  be  himfelfe,  in  fuch  heids  as  hes  feimit  to  have  bein  moft  offenfive. 

And  as  concerning  the  admonitioun  of  the  Provinciall  of  Perth,  and  the 
caufes  moveing  them  thervnto,  the  brethren  reverences  and  allowes  thair 
judgement  in  all  things,  vpon  confideratioun  as  is  befor  expreft  j  onlie  anent 
the  fentence  touching  the  Houfe  of  Guife  de  futuro,  becaufe  the  haill  bre- 
thren hard  it  not,  [and]  he  himfelfe  profeffes  be  remembers  not  he  fpake  fwa, 
neither  had  he  fuch  meaning  [at  any  time,]  and  confeffes  his  fault  if  fuch  ane 
word  hes  fallin  out;  the  brethren  thinks  meitt  with  himfelfe  in  that  point,  that 
if  he  hes  fpokin  fo,  he  hes  failit,  having  no  juft  warrand  :   And  being  nivndit 
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to  fatiffie  his  Majellie  alwayes  fo  farre  as  [poffiblie]  may  be  done  with  ane 
good  conlcience,  after  earnell  incalling  of  the  name  of  God  for  afTiftance 
of  his  Spirit,  and  long  advyfement,  hes  found  it  good  that  the  admonitioun 
of  the  Provinciall  of  Perth,  as  faid  is,  be  reverencit  of  the  f.iid  haill  Gene- 
rall  AiFemblie,  and  that  the  Affemblie  at  this  tyme  give  farther  to  the  faid 
Johne  Ros  ane  grave  and  earneft  admonitioun,  to  fpeake  at  all  tymes  reve- 
rentlie  and  with  fuch  wifdonie  of  his  Majellie,  as  he  alwayes  may  have  To 
cleir  ane  warrand  of  his  fpeiches  as  may  fiiUie  fatiffie  his  awin  conlcience 
befor  God,  and  may  have  the  approbatioun  and  allowance  of  all  his  godly 
brethren  :  and  that  this  admonitioun  be  extendit  to  all  vther  joung  men 
of  the  Miniflrie,  and  to  the  haill  Airerablie.  Quhilk  judgement  of  the 
haill  brethren  being  well  confidderit  be  the  haill  Affemblie,  after  good  deli- 
beration, vottit  to  the  approbatioun  of  thair  faid  judgement,  and  allowit 
the  faraein  in  all  points. 

And  therafter  the  laid  Johne  Ros  beand  callit  in,  he,  in  prefence  of  the 
faid  AiFemblie,  protellit  befor  God,  and  [in]  his  confcience,  that  quhatfo- 
evir  he  vtterit  in  the  do6lrine  delyverit  be  him,  he  vtterit  the  famein  for 
love  to  his  Majefties  weill  and  Handing,  of  no  preoccupied  mynd,  prejud- 
geit  opinioun,  or  troublit  affedlioun,  bot  of  ane  faul  feikand  his  Majefties 
honour  and  weill  in  the  Lord,  haveand  neither  eye  nor  relVjedl  to  his  Ma- 
jefties traitours  beand  then  in  amies  vpon  the  fields  ;  get  granting  Ibme 
words  to  be  hardlie  delyverit  (thocht  truewlie  :)  And  as  concerning  the 
words  fpokin  of  the  Houfe  of  Guile  de  futuro,  [as  is  alledgit,]  befor  the 
Lord,  he  remembers  not  he  fpake  fuch  wordes,  neither  had  intentioun  nor 
meaning  to  fpeake  the  faraein,  and  if  he  Ipake  the  famein,  it  was  ane  fault 
et  lapfus  linguae. 

The  Moderatour,  at  command  of  the  faid  Affemblie,  in  the  name  and 
feare  of  God,  admonifchit  the  laid  brother,  and  all  vthers  gong  men  of  the 
Miniftrie,  and  haill  AiFemblie,  in  all  tyme  comeing,  to  fpeake  fo  reverent- 
lie  and  difcreitly  of  his  Majeftie,  that  they  may  have  fo  cleir  warrand  of 
thair  fpeiches  as  may  fullie  fatiffie  thair  awin  confcience  befor  God,  and 
have  approbatioun  and  allowance  of  all  the  godlie,  and  his  Majeftie  have 
no  jull  caufe  of  complaint  and  raiflyking  in  tyme  comeing  :  Quhilk  ad- 
monitioun the  faid  Johne  with  all  humilitie  reverenced. 
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Humble  Anfuers  of  tbe  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  [conveinit] 
at  Edenburgh,  tbe  27  day  of  May  1594i,  to  his  Majefties  Articles, 
prefentit  be  his  Commilfioners. 

Firft,  Anent  the  tyrae  and  place  of  the  Generall  [Aflemblie  :]  The 
famein  is  appointit  be  advyce  of  his  Hienes  Commiffioners  prefent,  accord- 
ing- to  tbe  afil  of  Parliament. 

2.  The  a6l  made  be  the  Generall  Aflemblie  at  Dundie,  is  de  novo  rati- 
fied and  approvin.  And  the  particular  of  Johne  Ros  refolvit,  as  his  Ma- 
jeftie  falbe  informit  more  particularlie  be  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Kirk  to 
be  direiSt  to  his  Grace. 

3.  Twitching  Mr  Andro  Hunter :  The  Aflemblie  hes  proceidit  and 
givin  ane  fentence  of  depofitioun  for  his  offence  aganis  him,  quhill  he  fatif- 
fie  his  Majeftie  and  the  Kirk. 

4.  Every  particular  Minifter  within  his  charge  is  llraitlie  commandit  to 
diflwade  their  flocks,  as  Weill  be  publick  as  privat  exhortatiouns,  fra  con- 
curring with  the  treafonable  attempts  of  Bothwell,  or  any  [vther]  traitour 
to  his  Majeftie,  that  raifes  or  fall  raife  themfelves  vp  againfl;  his  authoritie ; 
and  ficklyke  to  take  heid  and  fuffer  not  their  flocks,  vnder  cuUour  of  reli- 
gioun,  or  quhatlbevir  falfe  pretext,  to  receive  wages  of  any  perfouns  with- 
out his  Majefties  warrand,  and  namelie  of  the  faid  Bothwell. 

5.  They  have  appointit  a  reafonable  number  of  brethren  to  awaite  on 
his  Majeftie,  for  fatiffieing  of  the  laft  article. 

With  thankfgiving  to  God  for  his  mercies,  the  Affemblie  diflblvit. 
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A.  D.  M.D.XCV. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  conveinit  at  Mon- 
trois,  the  24i  day  of  Junij  1595  jeirs, 

Exhortatioun  was  made  be  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  Proveft  of  the  New  Col- 
ledge  of  San6l  Androes,  and  Moderatour  of  the  laft  AUeniblie.  Mrs  Ro- 
bert Pont,  Peter  Blackburne,  James  Nicolfone,  were  on  the  leits,  and  the 
laid  Mr  James,  be  pluralitie  of  vottis,  was  cholin  Moderatour  hac  vice. 


Seffio  2a-    24  Junij. 

Anent  the  queftioun  movit  in  the  AlFemblie,  If  it  be  proper  to  them  to 
declare  be  the  Word  of  God,  quhat  mariages  are  laufuU,  and  quhat  are 
vnlawfull,  fo  farre  as  concernes  the  fpirituall  part  therof :  It  was  anfuerit 
affirmative,  that  it  was  proper. 


Seffio  3^     25  Junij, 

Ordaines  the  Prefbitries   in  all  parts  within  this  countrey  to  proceid 
againft  the  Papifts  within  thair  bounds,   with  the  fentence  of  excommuni- 
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cation  :  And  becaufe  of  the  weaknes  of  the  Prefbitrie  of  Inuerneffe,  or- 
daines  them  to  proceid  therin  with  the  advyce  of  Mrs  George  Monro, 
Johne  Monro,  Johne  M^kenjie,  and  Andro  Crombie. 

Forfameikle  as  diverfe  Papifls  and  fufpeet  of  Papiftrie,  after  thair  fub- 
fcriptioun  and  aithes,  pretending  deadly  feids,  abftaining  from  the  table  of 
the  Lord,  quherby  they  vtter  themfelves  in  effect  and  in  heart  to  continue 
Papills  :  Therfor  the  Aflemblie  ordaines  the  Prelbitries  quher  lick  per- 
fons  are,  to  proceid  againft  them  with  the  fentence  of  excommunication  fo 
long  as  they  refufe  to  communicat,  in  the  famein  manner  as  if  they  had 
not  fubfcryvit  nor  givin  aith. 

Forfameikle  as  diverfe  perfons  cutt  of  from  the  focietie  of  the  Kirk  be 
fentence  of  excommunicatioun  pronouncit  againft  them,  nottheles  they  are 
receivit  and  intertainit  as  if  they  were  the  true  members  of  Chryfts  Kirk, 
to  the  great  contempt  of  God,  and  the  evill  example  of  vthers  :  The  Af- 
femblie  therfor  ordaines  the  Prelbitries  quher  fuch  perfons  are,  to  proceid 
againft  them  according  to  the  acSls  of  the  Kirk,  vnder  the  paine  of  publick 
rebuik  in  face  of  the  whole  Aflemblie  of  the  brethren  of  the  Prefbitrie,  if 
fault  be  found  in  them,  and  making  humble  confeffioun  vpon  thair  knees 
of  thair  offence,  in  cace  the  famein  be  found  in  them  as  faid  is,  and  vnder 
the  paine  of  the  depofitioun  of  the  Minifter  in  whofe  default  the  faid  ordi- 
nance of  the  Kirk  is  not  execute  ;  and  that  the  famein  penaltie  and  exe- 
cutioun  be  vfit  and  ftrike  vpon  them  that  hes  intercomuning,  intelligence, 
or  familiaritie  with  the  faids  excommunicats,  quhilk  is  vfed  aganis  the  re- 
ceipters  forfaid,  vnder  the  famein  paine. 


SelTio  4^-    Eodem  die. 

Forfameikle  as  ther  is  divers  perfons  profeffing  with  vs  the  veritie  of  the 
Gofpell,  quhilkis  nevertheles  the  fpace  of  diverfe  geiris,  vnder  pretence  of 
deadlie  feids,  hes  withdrawin  and  daylie  withdravves  them  from  participa- 
tioun  of  the  holy  table,  declareing  therby  how  little  they  efteime  that  great 
henefite,  and  in  effect,  as  it  were,  cutting  aff  themfelves  from  the  commu- 
nioun  [of  the  faithfuU :]  Heirfoir  ordinance  is  givin  to  all  Prefbitries 
within  thair  bounds,  to  charge  all  perfons  abftaining  from  the  communioun 
be  reafon  of  deadlie  feids,  notwithftanding  therof,  as  it  becomes  chriftian 
members,  to  participat  the  faid  holy  table  ;  and  in  cace  they  be  obftinat 
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and  refufe,  to  proceid  with  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk  againft  them  ;  it  being 
alwayes  confidderit  be  the  Prefbitrie,  that  if  ther  be  any  of  infirmitie  or 
tendernes  of  confcience  that  refufes,  in  that  cace  the  faid  Prefbitrie  fall 
travell  with  the  faids  perfons  to  bring  them  to  thair  duetie  and  participa- 
tioun  of  the  faid  table,  granting,  with  good  advyce  and  difcretioun,  Ibme 
realbnable  [tyme]  as  to  refolve  themfelves,  M'ithin  the  quhilk  if  they  give 
not  obedience,  and  refufe  to  participat  as  faid  is,  that  the  faid  Prefbitrie 
proceid  againft  them  with  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun. 


Seffio  5«-     26  Junij. 

The  Kings  Majefties  Commillioners  defyrit  of  the  AiTemblie,  that  he 
micht  have  ane  choife  of  fuch  two  of  the  Miniftrie  his  Majellie  wald  nomi- 
nat,  in  place  of  JNIr  Johne  Craig  and  Johne  Duncanfone.  The  Affemblie 
hes  found  nieitt  [and  votit]  that  a  certaine  of  the  moft  grave,  learned, 
and  beft  difpofed  brethren  of  the  haill  Miniftrie  be  chofin  and  nominat 
be  them,  out  of  the  quhilk  it  may  pleafe  his  Majeftie  to  nominat  two  : 
Vnto  that  effedl  Commiffioners  to  be  appointit  before  the  end  of  this  Af- 
femblie to  advyfe  his  Majeftie  of  the  choife  to  be  made  of  thefe  whofe 
names  I'albe  fett  downe  befor  the  Affemblie  diffolve  ;  craveing  his  Hienes 
Commiffioners  to  make  his  Majeftie  foirfein,  that  they  may  know  on  quhoni 
his  eyes  are  fett,  and  be  refolvit  befor  thair  louling. 

Anent  the  planting  of  Kirks  :  Becaufe  ane  fpeciall  impediment  hes  bein 
therof,  the  dilapidatioun  of  the  benefices  poITeft  be  the  brethren  of  the  Mi- 
niftrie, quho  [hes]  fett  thair  benefices  with  the  diminutioun  of  the  rentalls, 
or  be  converlioun  of  vi6tuall  in  filver,  not  regarding  the  a6ls  and  ordinances 
of  the  Affemblie  :  Heirfor  for  remeid,  the  Generall  AiTemblie  hes  givin 
power  and  commiffioun  to  the  brether  vnderwrytin  within  the  bounds  par- 
ticularlie  vnder  devydit,  to  call  befor  them  fick  perfons  within  the  Minif- 
trie, that  fen  the  a6l  of  the  AiTemblie,  made  in  the  geir  of  God  1578,  hes 
fett  thair  benefices  with  diminutioun  of  the  rentall  therof,  or  converiioun 
of  the  vi6luall  in  filver,  [and]  to  proceid  againft  them  with  the  fentence  of 
depofitioun,  quhilk  fall  ftand  in  force  ay  and  quhill  they  reftore  thair  bene- 
fice to  the  awin  integritie,  quherin  the  famein  was  at  thair  entrie  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  To  JMrs  Andro  JNIelvill,  James  Melvill,  Robert  Wilkie,  Thomas 
Buchannan,  Andro  Moncreif,   to  call  befor  them  the  faids  perfons  within 
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the  bounds  following',  viz.  from  Spay  to  Tay,  and  all  Louthiane,  Mers  and 
Teviotdaill,  to  compeir  befor  them  in  San6l  Androes  :  Nixt  Mrs  David 
Lindfay,  Robert  Bruce,  David  Fergufone,  Robert  Pont,  James  Balfour, 
or  any  thrie  of  them,  to  fitt  in  Edenburgh,  and  call  the  laids  diiapidatours  ■ 
befor  them,  within  the  bounds  of  the  haill  [north]  to  Spay  and  Fyfe,  as  als 
beneficit  perfons  that  hes  made  dilapidatioun  within  the  Dyocie  of  Ros  : 
Thirdlie,  Mrs  Patrick  Simfone,  Andro  goung,  Harie  Levingftoun,  James 
Pont,  Johne  Davidfone,  to  litt  in  Striveling,  and  call  befor  them  the  faids 
brethren  that  hes  dilapidat  thair  benefices  within  the  bounds  of  Striveling- 
fhyre,  Stratherne,  Cliddifdaill,  Dumbartane,  Ranfrew,  Lennox,  Kyle,  Car- 
rick,  Cunighame,  Galloway,  Nithefdaill  :  And  for  the  better  executiouu 
to  be  had  of  this  commiffioun,  ordaines  everie  Prefbitrie  within  the  bounds 
forfaids,  to  fend  to  the  judges  every  ane  of  them  within  thair  awin  bounds, 
particular  informatioun  and  anfuer  to  the  heids  quhilk  falbe  pennit  be  thair 
brother,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  betuixt  and  the  15  of  Auguft  nixt  :  And  to 
the  efFe6t  that  the  Prefbitries  be  not  ignorant  heirof,  the  Aflemblie  prefent- 
lie  has  nominat  the  brether  after  fpecifiet  to  give  warning  to  the  Prefbitries 
within  the  bounds  relpefilive  following,  according  to  the  divilioun  aftir  fpe- 
cifeit :  That  is  to  fay,  Mr  Andro  Crombie  for  Ros  ;  Mr  Alexander  Raw- 
fone,  Mr  Alexander  Dowglas,  for  Murray  ;  Mr  Peter  Blackburne,  Mr 
Duncane  Davidfone,  James  Reid,  for  Aberdeine  ;  Mr  Andro  Mill,  Mr 
Alexander  Forbes,  for  Mernes  ;  John  Durie,  Mr  James  Melvill,  for  An- 
gus ;  Mr  Alexander  Lindfay,  and  William  GlafTe,  for  Stratherne  ;  Mrs 
James  Melvill,  David  Fergufone,  for  Fyfe  ;  Mrs  Walter  Hay,  Andro 
Blackball,  for  Louthiane  ;  James  Deis  for  Mers  and  Teviotdaill ;  for 
Tweddall,  Mrs  Andro  Blackball  and  Walter  Hay  ;  for  Strivelingfliyre, 
Mr  Adame  Ballantyne  ;  for  Cliddefdaill,  Ranfrow,  Lennox,  and  Dum- 
bartane, Mr  Walter  Stewart  and  Mr  Gawin  Hamiltoun  ;  for  Nithefdaile, 
Mr  James  Bryffeoun,  Hew  Fullertoun  ;  for  Galloway,  Mr  Johne  Aik- 
man  ;  for  Kyle,  Carrick,  and  Cunighame,  Mr  David  Barklay  :  Quhilks 
informatiouns  being  receivit  be  the  faids  judges,  ordaines  them,  with  all 
diligence,  to  proceid  againft  the  faids  perfouns.  And  for  the  faithfull  exe- 
cutioun  of  the  faid  commiffioun,  the  faid  judges  was  fworne,  except  Mrs 
Thomas  Buchannan,  Robert  Bruce,  Patrick  Simfone,  Harie  Levingftoun, 
James  Pont,  quho  were  not  prefent. 

Forfameikle  as  a  great  occalioun  of  the  none  planting  of  the  kirks  ftands 
in  laike  of  provilioun  of  the  Miniftrie,  and  that  thair  ftipends  from  jeir  to 
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jeir,  being  changeable,  they  are  drawin  from  thair  kirks,  to  the  negledling 
of  thair  flockis,  and  to  the  difgraceing  of  thair  callings  :      With  commoim 
advyce  it  is  heirfor  concludit  and  refolvit,  that  ane  conftant  platt  lalbe  fett 
downe  be  the  brethren  following,  appointit  out  of  everie  province,    quho 
fall  fitt  and  conveine  the  firft  day  of  September  nixt  in  Edenburgh  ;    and 
befor  their  conventioun  and  fitting,  every  Prefbitrie  fall,  betuixt  and  the  15 
day  of  Auguft  nixt  to  come,   delyver  to   thair  faids  brethren  appointit  of 
their  provinces,  ane  refolvit  informatioun,   wrytin  in  forme  of  a  booke  in 
mundo,   of  the  eflate  of  thair  kirks,   in  the  heids  following ;    viz.   of  the 
names  of  the  benefices  within  thair  bounds,   whither  the  famein  be  feverall 
benefices,  or  annexit ;  quho  is  patrone  therof,  quho  is  poffeffour  ;  be  quhat 
rycht  the  famein  is  bruikit ;    the  auld  rent,  the  prefent  rent,   and  the  juft 
availe  therof ;    and  quhat  kirks  may  be  unite  or  divydit :   quhilks  informa- 
tiouns  being  receivit  and  colledlit  together,   the  faids  Commiffioners  con- 
veining  together  as  faid  is,  fall  appoint  every  Prefbitrie  feverall  dayes,  to 
dire6l  a  fpeciall  brother  fullie  inftru6lit  be  them  with  a  conftant  platt  of 
the  kirks  within  thair  Prelbitries  ;    and  the  faid  brether  fwa  dire6led,  with 
the  Commilfioners  forfaids,   to  conclude  and  put  in  forme  a  conftant  platt 
of  thair  Prefbitrie,   and  fo  furth  to  proceid,  quhill  the   worke  be  wholie 
made  vp  and  compleit :    and  after  compleiting  therof,   the  faids  Commif- 
fioners fall  make  warning  to  every  Prefbitrie  to  dire6l  a  brother  from  them 
to  confidder  the  haill  wark  ;    and  the  famein   being   allowit  be  the  faids 
CommilTioners  and  brethren  from  every  Prefbitrie,   quhilks  are  confidderit 
to  be  fiftie  in  number,   the  ratificatioun  therof  to  be  focht  of  his  Majeftie 
and  Counfell  :     Of  the  quhilks  Commifljoners,   chofin  out  be  this  Affem- 
blie  from  the  provinces,   the  names  followes,   viz.   from  getland,  Orknay, 
Cathnes,  and  Sutherland,  Mr  Robert  Pont ;  for  Ros,  Mr  Andro  Crombie  ; 
for   Murray,   Mr   Alexander   Dowglas  ;    for   Aberdeine,    Mr   Alexander 
Cunighame,   Mr  Peter  Blackburne  ;    for  Mernes  and  Angus,   Mr  James 
Nicolfone,  Mr  Andro  Milne  ;    for  Stratherne,  Dunkeld,   Dumblane,  and 
Striveling  fhyre,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  Alexander  Lindfay  ;  for  Fyfe, 
Mr  Thomas  Buchannan  ;  for  Louthiane  and  Tweddall,  Mr  David  Lindfy  ; 
for  the  Merfe,  Johne  Clappertoun  ;  for  Teviotdaill,  Mr  Johne  Knox  ;  for 
Clidfdaill,   Ranfrow,    Lennox,   and  Dumbartane,   Mr  Gawin  Hamiltoun, 
Mr  Johne  Hewifbne  ;    for  Nithefdaill,   Mr  James  Bryfon,  and,   in  cace  of 
his  feiknes,  Mr  Hew  Fullertoun  ;    for  Galloway,  Mr  Johne  Aikman  ;  for 
Kvle,  Carrick,  and  Cunighame,  Mr  Johne  M'^quherne  :     Quhilks  brethren 
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and  Commiffioners  in  number  IS,  fall  alio  have  power  to  make  ane  platt 
for  ane  interim,  quliilk  being-  concludit  be  the  laids  Commiffioners  and  a 
brother  dire6l  from  every  Prelhitrie,  quhilk  will  make  fiftie  mair,  no  recla- 
matioun  falbe  therfra,  but  [qubat]  I'albe  concludit  concerning-  the  conftant 
platt  or  interim,  fall  Hand  in  conltant  force  and  full  eiFe6t,  as  if  the  famein 
had  bein  concludit  be  the  Generall  Affemblie,  without  any  reclamatioun 
therfra,  as  faid  is  ;  and  becaufe  the  worke  will  requyre  waiting-  on,  and 
the  faids  aiig-htein  Commiffioners  wilbe  put  to  charges  and  expences,  it  is 
ordainit  that  thair  expenffis  falbe  borne  be  thair  provinces  :  And  for  the 
faithfidl  executioun  [heirof,]  they  are  all  fworne,  except  Mrs  Alexander 
Dowglas,  Johne  Knox,  Patrick  Galloway,  Johne  Clappertoun,  and  Johne 
Hewifone,  quho  were  not  prefent. 


Seffio  8«-    27  Julij. 

Corapeirit  Sir  James  Chifliolrae  in  prefence  of  the  haill  brethren,  and 
confeffit  with  humilitie  his  oifencis,  namelie  his  apoftafie  from  the  religioun, 
for  the  quhilk  he  craveit  Gods  mercie  ;  and  farther  he  declairit  that  he 
profedes  with  vs  the  [haill]  true  religioun,  renunceand  the  Antichryft  and 
all  his  errours,  craveing  from  his  heart  to  be  receivit  in  the  bofome  of  the 
Kirk  ;  with  the  quhilk  the  brethren  being  movit,  concludit  he  fould  be 
relaxit  be  the  Generall  Affemblie,  at  thair  firfl;  melting  the  morne,  from 
the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  led  againfl  him  ;  and  therafter  the  forme 
of  his  fatiffadlioun  to  be  appointit  and  fett  downe  be  the  Ail'emblie. 


The  heids  of  Inquifitioun  to  be  made  in  everie  Prefbitrie  anent  Diia- 
pidatioun. 

Imprimis,  To  take  [up]  from  every  beneficit  Minifter  the  prefent  rentall 
of  his  benefice,  and  quhat  geirlie  duetie,  be  his  awin  confeffioun,  he  getts 
prefentlie  of  the  famein. 

2.  If  he  hes  fett  taks  therof,  [and]  to  quhom,  privatlie  or  publicklie, 
and,  if  neid  beis,  to  take  his  aith  theron. 

3.  To  inquyre  quhat  was  the  eilate  of  his  benefice  quhen  he  entred  with 
it,  and  whither  he  was  hurt  [or  vitiated]  be  his  predeceffour. 
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4.  To  take  diligent  inqiiifitloun  not  only  be  report  of  the  beneficit  per- 
fon  himfelfe,  but  be  vthers  that  knowes  quhat  the  jull  valour  of  the  bene- 
fice was  worth,  or  payit  of  old  in  the  beft  eftate. 

5.  What  the  famein  wald  extend  to  in  geirlie  rent  of  teynds,  or  vther- 
wayes,  if  it  were  frie  of  tackis,  and  in  a  Miniflers  awin  hand  ;  and,  if  neid 
beis,  that  the  Prefbitrie  or  Commiirioner  call  ane  inqueift  of  men  of  beft 
knowledge  in  the  countrey  about,  to  declare  the  veritie  heirin,  and  fend 
the  famein  to  the  judges  appointit  in  due  tyme,  with  the  haill  circumftances 
befor  rehearlit. 


His  Hienes  Commiffioners  prefentit  Articles  from  his  Majeftie, 
craveing  the  fame  to  be  red  and  anfuerit.  [The  tenor  whereof  and 
anfwers  made  thereto  follow  : 

The  tenor  of  the  Kings  Articles.  C.J 

His  Majeftie  craves  that  ther  be  ane  a6l  made,  ordaining  that  quho- 
foevir  fall  at  any  tyme  practife  any  trefonabill  interpryfe  or  conlpiracie 
againft  his  Majefties  perfon  or  eftate,  beand  found  and  declairit  culpable 
[therof]  be  law,  fall  lykewayes  incurre  the  fentence  of  excommunication 
therfor,  that  therby  ane  infeparable  vnioun  may  be  betuixt  the  two  fwords. 

2.  That  ane  ordour  be  takin  concerning  excommunication  in  thrie  points, 
efpeciallie,  firft.  That  it  be  not  at  the  appetite  of  two  or  thrie  particulars, 
and  that  it  be  not  proceidit  in  quhill  firft  ane  convenient  number  of  the  Kirk 
be  gravelie  conveinit.  2.  That  it  be  not  for  civill  caufes,  or  fraall  crymes, 
and  fpecially  any  Minifters  particular,  lelft  it  be  thocht  that  they  imitate 
the  Popes  curfing,  and  fo  incurre  the  lyke  contempt.  3.  The  forme  of 
fummar  excommunicatioun,  without  any  citatioun,  be  alluterlie  abolifchit 
in  tyme  comeing. 

Item,  In  refpeft  Mr  Johne  Craig  is  awaiting  on  quhat  houre  it  fall 
pleafe  God  to  call  him,  and  is  altogether  vnable  to  ferve  any  longer,  and 
his  Majeftie  mynds  to  place  John  Duncanlone  with  the  Prince,  and  ther- 
for hes  no  Minifters  hot  Mr  Patrick  Galloway  :  Therfor  his  Hienes  defyres 
ane  ordinance  to  be  made,  granting  him  any  two  Minifters  that  he  fall 
choofe. 


1595,  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND,  853 


[Humble  Anfuers  of  the  Generall  Affemblj,  conveened  at  Montrofe, 
to  the  Articles  prefented  be  his  Hienes  Commiirioners,  C,  &  B.] 

Firft,  Quher  ane  ordinance  is  craveit  to  be  made  againft  pradlifers  of 
any  treafonabill  interpryfes  or  confpiracie  againft  his  Hienes  perfon  and 
eftate,  beand  found  and  declairit  culpable  therof  be  law,  that  they  therfor 
fall  incurre  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun,  The  Generall  Affemblie 
aggrieth  therto,  legitima  cognitione  [eccleflaftica]  preeunte. 

As  to  the  ordour  craveit  to  be  tane  concerning  excommunicatioun,  efpe- 
cially  in  3  points  containit  in  the  fecond  article.  The  firft  part  is  condif- 
cendit  to  :  And  as  to  the  fecond.  That  no  excommunicatioun  falbe  vfed 
in  caufes  meere  civill,  or  in  fmall  matters,  and  the  abolifching,  in  tyme 
comeing,  of  the  former  fummar  excommunicatioun  without  citatioun  : 
Thefe  points  importing  great  weght,  and  craveing  mature  deliberatioun, 
the  AlFemblie  hes  thoght  meit  to  fuperceid  all  concluding  therin  quhill  the 
nixt  Conventioun,  quher,  by  Gods  grace,  they  mynd  to  refolve  thervpon  ; 
and  that,  in  the  meanetyrae,  none  of  the  Minillrie  proceid  to  excommuni- 
catioun without  citatioun  preceiding,  nili  periclitetur  ecclelia  et  relpublica, 

Anent  his  Majeflies  [fute]  concerning  his  Minifters  :  It  is  aggreit  that 
his  Majeilie  fall  have  choife  of  the  moll  grave,  learned  and  godlie  brether 
of  the  Minillrie,  with  advyce  of  the  Commiffioners  following,  to  be  dire6l 
to  his  Majeilie,  viz.  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  Andro  Melvill,  James  Melvill, 
David  Lindfay,  David  Fergufone,  James  Balfour,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
James  Nicolfone,  Andro  Lamb,  George  Glaidllanes,  or  any  fixe  of  the  laid 
brethren,  quho  are  appointit  to  meit  the  22  Julij  nixt. 


Seffio  9*'    28  Junij. 

After  humiliatioun  of  Sir  James  Chilholme  on  his  knies,  and  acknow- 
ledging of  his  oflFence  to  the  fatiffa6lioun  of  the  brethren,  be  the  voyce  of 
the  Moderatour,  the  fentence  of  abfolutioun  was  pronouncit  in  his  favours, 
and  he  relaxit  from  the  proces  of  excommunicatioun  led  againll  him. 

Anent  the  a6l  made  in  favours  of  the  executours  of  Minifters  :  The  Af- 
femblie and  brethren  prefent,  for  cleiring  therof,  declares.  If  the  Minifter 
die  after  Michaelmes,  quia  fruges  feparatse  funt  a  folo,   that  his  executours 
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fall  fall  that  geirs  rent,  and  the  half  of  the  nixt ;  and  that  the  provifioun 
of  this  a6l  be  extendit  to  the  reli6ts  of  vmquhile  Mr  James  Hamilton,  and 
the  Lords  requeiftit  to  that  effect. 

Forfameikle  asther  is  great  caufe  of  humiliatioun  of  vsbefor  God,  whofe 
vilible  anger  appears  on  the  heids  of  this  land,  get  be  the  moft  pairt  litle 
regairdit :  The  Kirk  hes  ordainit  a  generall  fail  and  humiliatioun  to  be 
vniverfallie  obfervit  in  all  the  kirks  within  this  realme,  vpon  the  twa  firft 
Sondayis  of  Auguft  nixt  to  come  :  The  caufes  therof  to  be  led  out  gravelie 
be  the  Paftours,  according  to  the  grounds  they  fie  and  perceive. 

[1.  The  great  aboundance  and  increafe  of  fin,  and  tranfgreffion  of  all 
the  commandements  of  God,  be  all  the  Eftates,  foftered  be  impunity,  and 
laike  of  juftice,  produceing  in  fpeciall  all  kind  of  murder  and  oppreffion. 

2.  The  great  apollacy,  defedlion,  and  decay  of  zeal  and  godlinefs  of 
every  Eftate. 

3.  The  great  and  prefent  danger,  that  the  Church,  Common  well,  and 
King  ftandetli  in,  through  the  wrath  of  God,  not  only  kindled  againft  us, 
but  alfo  juftlie  burning  and  devouring  us  up  already  by  fundrie  fearfull 
plagues  and  punifliments,  as  by  unfeafonable  weather,  dearth  and  famine, 
and  the  appearance  of  greater  ;  the  deep  confpiracys  and  daily  confederacys 
of  the  faftion  of  the  known  adverfarys  to  religion.  King,  and  countrie, 
threatning  to  root  us  out  from  being  any  more  a  nation,  and  the  breaking 
and  removeing  of  our  two  Hates  of  Church  and  Common  Wealth. 

4.  The  compaffion  it  becoraeth  us  to  have  of  our  brethren  of  other 
Churches,  under  no  lefs  danger  than  we,  through  all  Europe,  not  only  be 
the  Confederals  of  the  Counfell  of  Trent,  but  alfo  be  the  barbarous 
crueltie  and  great  bondage  exercifed  and  brought  upon  our  dear  and 
worthie  brethren  by  fuch  as  it  becometh  not,  fpecially  in  Poland,  England, 
Saxonie,  and  diverfe  parts  of  Germanic.   C] 

Forfameikle  as  ther  is  ane  abufe  necelTar  to  be  remeidit,  efpecially  in 
Cathnes  and  fome  vther  parts,  quher  they  that  pofleflTes  the  benefices,  di- 
lapidat  the  haill  rents  therof,  as  the  late  Bifchop  of  Cathnes  did  in  fpeciall, 
except  a  very  fmall  quantitie,  in  penfiouns  moft  prodigallie  to  all  that  focht 
the  fame,  quherby  he  hes  dilapidat  the  haill  patrimonie  of  the  faid  Bifchop- 
rick  :  For  remeid  quherof,  the  AlFemblie  ordaines  Mr  David  Lindfay  and 
Mr  James  Balfour  to  admonifch  Mr  Thomas  Craig  and  the  Soliftar  of  the 
Kirk,   to  perfew  the  faids  penfioners  for   redu6lioun   of  thair  penfiouns. 
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quhilk  cannot  Hand  be  the  law,  of  the  liaill,  or  of  the  moft  part  of  the 
fruites  of  any  benefice,  and  to  inlill  dilig-entlie  therin. 

Anent  mariages  :  The  AiTemblie  declarit  thir  two  forts  to  be  vnlawfuU  ; 
firft,  when  ane  perfon  marieth  another  quhom  they  have  pollutit  by  adul- 
terie  ;  nixt,  quhen  the  innocent  perfon  is  content  to  remaine  with  the 
[nocent  and]  guiltie,  and  the  guiltie  will  have  another,  or  takis  another. 

As  concerning-  mariages  made  be  excommunicat  Preills,  or  vthers  that 
has  ferved  in  the  Kirk,  and  [are]  depofit  from  thair  oiEce,  or  be  privat 
perfons  :  The  AiTemblie  declares  fuch  mariages  to  be  null  ;  ordaining  the 
brethren  of  Edenburgh  to  travell  with  the  Commiffars  of  Edenburgh, 
that  they  decyd  according  to  the  faids  conclufions. 

Anent  the  contraverfie  betuixt  the  Miniftrie  of  San6l  Androes  and 
William  Balfour :  The  brethren  appointit  to  conferre  theranent  reportit 
thair  judgement  following,  That  the  faid  William  fall  declare  that  he  knew 
no  vther  but  that  Mr  David  Black,  Minifter  of  the  towne  forfaid,  had 
left  the  procefs  of  the  manfs  contravertit,  and  that  he  lies  no  wayes  pro- 
ceidit  therin,  in  contempt  of  the  Kirk,  or  any  particular  perfon  within  the 
fame  ;  and  thir  tlungs  he  does  protefl,  in  confcience,  and  confelFes  that  he 
lies  done  vnduetifuUie  ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  he  hes  ovirfein  himtelfe  in  his 
duetie  towards  the  Kirk,  in  midling,  not  forwarning  them  with  the  title  of 
the  houfe  quherin  he  dwells,  in  refpedl  of  the  Kirks  defignatioun  therof  paft 
of  befor,  for  the  quhilk  he  is  penitent  befor  God  and  his  Kirk  :  provyd- 
ing  alvvayes,  that  the  faid  confellioun  be  no  wayes  prejudiciall  to  the  faid  Wil- 
liam in  the  right  and  title  of  the  faid  houfe,  and  that  the  famein  be  no  wayes 
objedled  againft  him,  in  judgement  or  out  of  judgement ;  and  that  the  faid 
William  fall  make  the  faid  confeflioun  befor  the  brethren  of  the  Conference 
of  this  AiTemblie,  the  brethren  of  the  Prelbitrie  that  are  heir  being  prefent : 
The  quhilk  being  done,  that  this  prefent  Generall  AiTemblie  fall  difcharge 
the  faid  Prefbitrie  of  San6l  Androes  from  all  proceidings  be  cenfures  aganis 
the  faid  William  for  that  matter,  and  in  lyke  maner,  the  faid  Mr  David 
from  all  publidl  inve6liouns  aganis  the  faid  William  in  his  fermouns  for  that 
caufe  ;  and  the  faid  Mr  David  and  William,  in  token  of  forgivenes  of  all 
mutuall  offences  bygane,  and  profciTioun  of  chriflian  amitie  in  tyme  to  come, 
fall  joyne  hands  together  before  the  faid  brether  of  the  conference,  and 
keip  the  famein  amitie  in  tyme  comeing ;  remittand  the  contraverile  of 
thair  titles  to  the  difcretioun  of  the  Judges  ordinar  :  and  this  to  be  ordainit 
be  tiie  General  AiTembly,  to  be  declarit   in  the  paroch  kirk  of  San6l  An- 


856  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1595. 

droes,  be  Mr  William  Scott,  Minifter  at  Kennoquhy.  The  brethren  ap- 
pointit  to  conferre  be  the  Generall  Affemblie  were  thir,  Mrs  Robert 
Bruce,  Peter  Blackburne,  William  Scot,  Thomas  Buchannan,  Andro  Lamb, 
Johne  Caldcleugh  :  Quhilk  judgement  of  the  faid  brethren  the  Generall 
AlTemblie  approvit  in  all  points. 

Anent  Gramer  Schooles  in  Townes  :  Every  Preibitrie,  within  thair 
awin  bounds,  is  ordainit  to  take  ordour  for  viiitatioun  and  reforniatioun 
therof,  and  to  deale  with  the  Magiftrats  for  augmentatioun  of  thair  ilipends 
and  provifioun  of  Maifters  ;  as  alfo  appointing  of  fome  perfons  moft  meitt 
of  thair  Counfell,  to  attend  carefullie  on  the  Schooles,  and  to  affift  the 
Maifters  in  difcijiline. 

Anent  the  a6lis  of  the  Affemblie  :  The  brether  hes  ordainit  that  the 
famein  be  fichtit,  and  fpeciall  afits  for  praclife  of  the  Kirk  be  extradlit  and 
joynit  with  the  Booke  of  Difcipline,  to  be  publifchit  either  in  wryte  or 
print,  that  none  pretend  ignorance  therof;  and  to  this  effedl  to  concurre 
with  the  Clerk,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Thomas  Buchannan,  James  Melvill, 
Johne  Johnftoun,  and  James  Carmichael. 

Anent  Colledges  :  In  refpefil  that  it  is  thoght  neceflar  that  ane  viiita- 
tioun be  had  of  the  famein,  the  prefent  Aflemblie  hes  givin  commiflloun 
to  thair  brether,  Mrs  James  Melvill,  Thomas  Buchannan,  James  Balfour, 
Robert  Rollock,  Walter  Balcanquell,  NicoU  Dalgleifch,  James  Nicolfone, 
and  Alexander  Forbes,  to  conveine  together  the  firlt  day  of  January  nixt 
to  come,  to  the  vifitatioun  of  the  faids  colledgis,  to  try,  examine,  and  con- 
lider  the  do6lrine,  lyfe,  and  diligence  of  the  Maifters  ;  the  difcipline  and 
ordour  vlit  be  them  ;  the  eftate  of  thair  rents  and  livings  ;  and  quher  they 
find  abufe,  to  reforme  fo  farre  as  they  [may  :]  remittand  to  the  AflTemblie 
fuch  things  as  they  cannot  take  ordour  with  ;  and  quhat  they  effedluat 
heirin,  to  report  to  the  nixt  Affemblie. 
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A.  D.  M.D.XCV. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  haldin  at  Eden- 
burgh,  in  the  New  Kirk  thereof,  the  24  [22.  P.]  day  of  Marche 
1595.  c^  [^ 

Exhortatioun  beand  made  be  Mr  James  Nicolfone,  lafl  Moderatour,  the 
AfTerablie  proceidit  to  the  ele6lioun  of  a  new  Moderatour,  and  appointing 
on  the  leits  Mrs  David  Fergufone,  David  Lindfay,  James  Balfour,  Robert 
Pont,  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  be  pluralitie  of  votis,  was  cholin  Moderatour 
hac  vice. 

[Mr  Davidfon,  Minifter  at  Saltprefloun,  and  a  member  of  the  Prefbytrie 
of  Hadintoun,  produced  the  advice  of  that  Prefbytrie,  touching  the  heads 
of  the  letter  fent  from  the  Commillioners  of  the  Generall  Affembly  to 
them.     The  tenor  whereof  followeth  : 


Touching  the  two  heads  proponed  be  the  Commillioners  of  the  Gener- 
all Affembly  to  their  brethren,  to  advife  upon  againll  this  Affembly  ; 
viz.  Of  univerfal  repentance,  and  earneft  turning  to  God  :  And  of 
order  taking  for  refifting  the  enemies,  and  maintainance  of  the 
liberty  of  religion  and  country. 

Our  advice  in  the  firft  is.  That  yet  once  at  the  laft,  the  chief  and  grolii 
fins  of  all  eftates,  which  procure  this  prefent  wrath  of  God,  be  agreed  upon 

5q 
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by  name  feveraly,  and  acknowledged  by  this  Affembly,  for  the  more  eafie 
provocation  of  the  wliole  body  of  this  realme  to  earnefl  repentance,  and 
fpeedy  turning  away  from  the  fins  forefaid  j  for  as  John  faith,  If  wee  ac- 
knowledg-e  our  fins,  God  is  faithfull  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins :  other- 
wayes,  if  in  lb  great  a  multitude  of  our  iniquities,  which  this  day  anfwer  fo 
plainly  to  the  faces  of  all  eflates  of  this  realrae,  wee  fay  one  ilill  with  the 
unhappy  Jewes,  as  hitherto  wee  have  done.  Wherein  have  wee  lined  : 
what  elfe  do  wee,  but  as  defperatly  they  did,  and  faid  in  the  days  of 
Jeremy,  Surely  wee  will  walk  after  our  own  imaginations,  and  doe  every 
man  after  the  ftubbornefs  of  his  wicked  heart.  And  fo  as  it  is  faid  in  the 
Law,  The  Lord  will  not  be  merciful!  vnto  us,  but  will  fliew  us  the  back, 
and  not  the  face,  no  not  though  Mofes  and  Samuel  would  pray  for  us  in 
the  day  of  our  deftruftion. 

And  to  begin  at  ourfelves  of  the  Miniflry,  That  wee  acknowledge  our 
publick  tranfgrenions  in  our  perfons,  and  office  particularly,  whereof  the 
catalogue  is  ia  readinefs  to  be  feen,  according  to  the  admonition  of  tlie 
Lord  by  his  prophet,  faying,  Let  the  priefls,  the  minifters  of  the  Lord, 
weep  between  the  porch  and  the  altar,  and  let  them  fay,  Spare  thy  people, 
O  Lord,  &c.  ;  left  it  be  found  according  to  the  faying  of  the  Apoftle,  That 
wee  that  teach  others,  teach  not  ourfelves,  and  fo  be  found  reprobats. 

Next,  That  this  Affembly  agree  upon  the  true  and  right  taking  up  the 
lins  of  our  Princes,  and  Magillrats  luperior  and  inferior  ;  and  on  the  found 
means  to  deal  with  them  duetifuUy  and  faithfully,  without  all  flattery,  for 
their  true  amendment,  according  to  Gods  command  to  the  prophet,  faying. 
Say  unto  the  King,  and  to  the  Queen,  humble  yourfelves,  fit  down,  for  the 
crown  of  your  glory  fliall  come  doun  from  your  heads  ;  O'er  their  fins  are 
not  the  leaft  caufe  of  the  plague  of  God  on  the  people,  as  by  David,  Ma- 
naffes,  and  others  may  be  feen. 

Thirdly,  and  laft,  That  the  moll  notorious  fins  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
people  in  burgh  and  land,  be  given  in,  and  acknowledged,  and  order  taken 
for  the  fpeedy  ammendement  thereof  by  the  Miniftiy  and  Magiftrats,  ac- 
cording to  the  examples  of  Jofuah,  Jehofapliat,  Ezekias,  Jofias,  the  King 
of  Niniveh,  Conllantius,  Conftantine,  &c.,  the  Prophets,  and  Apollles,  &c. 
The  catalogue  over  eafy  to  be  made. 

As  for  refilling  the  common  enemy,  which  is  the  fecond,  our  judgement 
is,  That  the  found  following  out  of  the  former  advice  touching  the  firfl, 
fball  make  an  eafy  way  for  the  fecond  ;  otherwayes,  which  God  forbid,   it 
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will  be  but  loft  labour  to  travell  much  in  that  matter  ;  yet  wifliing  and 
hoping  the  beft,  wee  have  remitted  the  particulars  of  that  matter,  and  our 
advice  thereanent,  to  the  Commiffioners  of  this  Prelbytrie,  who  faithfuUie 
(wee  doubt  not)  will  difcharge  their  duty  in  the  fame. 

This  advice  Avas  approved  be  many,  but  withftood  be  fome,  namely,  the 
Moderator  himfelf,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  who  alledged,  that  the  firft  and  chief 
motive  of  their  conveening  was  to  confult  upon  their  withftanding  the 
Spainards.  The  Commiflioners  letter  was  read,  and  it  was  found  that  Mr 
Davidfon  had  faid  right. 

Mr  Davidfon  was  appointed  to  give  up  the  particular  catalogue  of  the 
chief  offences  and  corruptions  in  all  eftates. 

He  prefented  the  catalogue  of  offences  in  Minifters,  upon  Wednefday  be- 
fore the  Aflembly.  Mr  Andrew  Melvill  defired  to  be  added,  The  cenfure 
anfwerable  to  the  offence.  Whereupon  Mr  Nichol  DaglieQi,  Peter  Black- 
burn, Walter  Balcanquall,  John  Mackquhern,  Adam  Johnftoun,  John 
Knox,  James  Law,  John  Johnftoun,  and  Mr  Davidfon  himielf,  were  ap- 
pointed to  goe  apart,  and  to  confider  what  offence  merited  admonition, 
what  deprivation  ;   which  they  did.  C] 


Sefiio  4»-     25  March.     [1596.] 

[Upon  Wednefday  the  25  of  Marche,  the  King  came  himfelf  to  the  Af- 
fembly.  He  urged  a  contribution  of  the  whole  realme,  not  to  be  lifted 
prefently,  but  when  need  fliould  require.  The  Moderatour  exponed  to 
his  Grace,  the  two  heids  quherin  the  Kirk  hes  hitherto  bein  occupied,  and 
how  farre  els  it  hes  proceidit,  viz.  Firfl,  The  fubftantiall  heid,  [for]  moyen 
how  to  I'efift  the  enemie,  quhilk  was  verbo  recited  be  my  Lord  Kinlofs, 
for  the  reft  of  the  number  deput  to  advyfe  therwith  ;  and  nixt,  concern- 
ing the  purgatioun  of  the  Kirk  of  offences  :  And  becaufe  the  firft  is  not 
get  thoroughlie  concludit,  the  AiTembly  thocht  it  expedient  that  the  Bar- 
rones  and  Miniflrie  quhilk  mett  thervpon,  take  farther  refolutioun  after- 
noone,  and  prefent  thair  advyce  to  the  Affemblie  in  wryte.  C.  &  B.] 

His  Majeftie  therafter  proponit  the  lamentable  dilTordour  of  the  geirlie 
alteratioun  of  the  platt  [appointed  for  the  modification  of  Minifters  fti- 
pends,]  and  therfor  defyrit  that  ane  conflant  platt  fould  be  made,  quher- 
vnto  his  Majeftie  was  moft  earneftly  bent.    The  Affemblie  hes  thoght  meit 
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befor  any  thing  be  concludit  therin,   to   fie  the  a6l  of  Parliament  made  in 
the  geir  of  God  1592  geiris. 


Seffio  5'-    Eodem  die. 

Overtures  for  refilling  of  the  enemies  of  the  religioun  and  eftate  of 
the  countrey,  afweill  forraine  as  inteftine. 

Firft,  That  all  lie  that  hes  kythit  in  adlioun  with  his  Majeilies  forfaultit 
rebells,  and  thair  knowin  favourers  and  alfifters,  be  chargeit  to  enter  thair 
perfons  in  ward,  ther  to  remaine  ay  and  quhill  they  find  fufficient  cautioun, 
that  they  fall  not  trafEque  nor  intertaine  intelligence  with  the  faids  rebells, 
nor  any  vther  enemies  to  the  eilate  or  religioun,  neither  fall  joyne  with 
them  nor  make  them  any  alfillance,  in  cace  they  repare  within  the  coun- 
trey ;  and  that  they  give  thair  eldeft  fonnes  or  neirell  freinds  in  pledgis 
for  the  [maire  fure]  obferving  heir  of. 

2.  That  the  haill  livings  of  the  forfaids  rebells  to  his  Majeftie,  be  exa6l- 
lie  tane  vp  be  his  Majefties  ofEciars  to  be  appoyntit  for  that  effe6t,  and  to 
be  imployit  for  the  intertainment  of  hyred  men,  for  defence  of  the  good 
caufe  againft  the  enemies,  and  for  bearing  of  vther  charges  neceffar  for  the 
advancement  of  the  faid  caufe,  as  ane  of  the  effedluall  meanes  to  encourage 
all  fuch  as  are  knowin  to  be  weill  affedlionat  to  the  caufe,  and  to  procure 
thair  anefald  concurrence  to  the  vtterraoft. 

3.  That  ther  be  chofin  in  every  paroch  be  his  Majefties  authoritie,  and 
vott  of  the  INIinifter,  SelTioun,  and  Principalis  of  every  paroch,  Captaines 
knowin  to  be  moft  meitt  [and  of  beft  afFe6lioun,]  to  con  vein  the  haill  par- 
och in  armes  monethlie  in  muftures,  and  to  fie  that  they  be  all  fufficient- 
ly  armeit  according  to  thair  abilitie,  and  trainit  vp  in  the  exercife  of  thair 
armes  :  And  ficklyke  that  ther  be  chofin  Generall  Commanders  in  diverfe 
quarters  and  fliyres  of  the  countrey,  to  conveine  in  amies  at  all  occafiouns 
neidfull,  to  refill  all  attempts  and  interpryfes  of  the  enemie  forraine  and 
inteftine. 

4.  That  fome  fubftantious  ordour  be  takin  for  bringing  hame  fuflBcient 
number  of  corQetts,  mulketts,  picks,  and  vther  armour  neidfull  ;  and  that 
the  famein  be  brocht  and  receivit  aff  the  merchands  hands  with  all  expe- 
ditioun. 
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Laft,  That  the  haill  cautioners  that  became  bound  for  the  good  beha- 
viour of  the  faids  rebells  without  the  countrey,  be  chargeit  befor  the  Coun- 
fell,  and  convidl  of  the  penalties  conteinit  in  the  a6ls  of  the  cautionrie  ; 
and  that  the  faids  penalties  be  iniployit  vpon  the  fuflentatioun  of  hyrit 
men,  and  vthers  burdens  neidfull  for  the  weill  of  the  caufe. 


Seffio  6^-    26  March. 

Forfameikle  as  the  towne  of  Edenburgh  hes  takin  purpofe  and  labour 
in  divyding  of  their  populous  congregatioun,  and  hes  made  good  progreffe 
therin  to  the  good  example  of  the  countrey  ;  nottheles  the  worke  remaines 
imperfyte  in  a  part,  through  not  divifioun  of  the  Auld  Kirk  be  a  parpall 
wall,  being  verie  commodious  and  litle  expenfive :  Therfor  the  Affem- 
blie  dire6lit  my  Lord  of  Kinlofe,  the  Kings  Majefties  Commiflioner,  the 
Lord  Sinklair,  the  Juftice  Clerk,  Mrs  Peter  Blackburne,  James  Nicolfone, 
Andro  Melvill,  [to]  the  Counfell  of  the  faid  burgh,  immediatlie  from  the 
AITemblie,  to  exhort  and  requeift  the  Counfell  to  farther  and  perfyte  the 
good  beginning,  and  to  divyde  the  iiiid  kirk  be  ane  parpall  wall. 

Quho  returning  back  with  the  Bailgies  of  the  towne,  declarit  that  the 
Counfell,  be  reafon  this  day  of  Law  is  not  frequent,  alwayes  to  the  divi- 
fioun be  a  parpall,  hitherto  they  could  not  aggrie,  being  myndit  to  build 
the  Tolbuith ;  defyreand  the  Kirk  earneftlie  to  requeill  the  Lords  and 
Colledge  of  Juftice,  quho  hes  land  within  the  burgh,  that  they  wald  con- 
tribute therto  :  quhervnto  the  Kirk  aggried,  provydeing  that  they  wald  fall 
to  prefentlie  to  the  divifioun  be  a  parpall  :  ordaining  the  Bailgie  to  report 
the  dire6l  anfuer  of  the  Counfell  heirvpon,  vpon  Mononday  nixt  to  come. 

Ordaines  ane  article  to  be  givin  in  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  for  eftablifliing 
ane  adl,  annulling  all  taks  fett  be  Minifters  without  confent  of  the  Af- 
femblie. 


Seffio  T- 

Anent  contraverfies  and  decifioun  therof  amongft  the   Minifters  :     The 
Kirk  and  Commiffioners  prefent  ratifies  the  a6t  made  at  Dundie  heiranent, 
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and  ordainit  the  fame  to  be  extendit  to  Reidars  afweill  as  Minifters  ;  and 
the  paine  of  contumacie  mentionat  theirin  to  be  deprivatioun. 

Becaufe  the  bounds  of  Nithefdaill,  Annandaill,  and  Galloway,  are  def- 
titute  of  Pallors,  the  Kings  Majefties  CommilTioners  proponit  to  the  Af- 
femblie,  that  the  Kirk  wald  take  care  to  appoint  fome  qualified  men  for  the 
Minillrie  ther,  for  whofe  provifioun  and  intertainment  his  Majellie  wald 
take  ordour. 

Concerning  the  defe6liouns  of  the  Miniftrie  :  The  famein  at  length 
being  red  out,  [reafonit,]  and  coniidderit,  the  brethren  concludit  the  famen 
aggrieing  therwith  ;  and  in  refpe6t  that  be  Gods  grace  they  intend  re- 
formatioun,  and  to  fie  the  Kirk  and  Miniftrie  purgeit ;  to  the  effedl  the 
worke  may  have  better  fucceffe,  they  think  it  neceffar  that  this  AlTemblie 
be  humblit  for  wanting  fuch  care  as  became  them  in  fuch  points  as  is  fett 
downe,  and  fome  zealous  and  godlie  brother  [in  doftrine]  lay  them  out  for 
thair  better  humiliatioun,  and  that  they  make  folenme  proniife  befor  the 
Majeftie  of  God,  and  make  a  new  covenant  with  him  for  a  more  reverent 
and  carefull  dilchargeing  of  thair  miniftrie  :  To  the  quhilk  effe6l  was 
chofin  Mr  John  Davidfone,  and  Teufday  nixt,  at  nyne  houres  in  the  morn- 
ing, in  the  New  Kirk,  is  appointit  for  that  effeSt  ;  quhervnto  none  is  to 
refort  but  the  Miniftrie.  The  forme  is  to  be  advyfed  the  morne  in  privie 
conference. 


Sefllo  8^- 

[This  commiflion  following  was  given  for  vifitation  of  Kirks. 

For  as  much  as  it  being  conlidered  be  the  Affembly  and  Commiflioners 
prefent,  to  be  a  thing  moft  necelFar,  that  the  moft  dangerous  parts  of  the 
country,  and  where  leaft,  or  no  planting  is,  a  vifitation  fliould  be  appointed 
to  occurre  the  dangers  already  fallen  out,  or  that  may  farther  fall  out  if 
they  be  not  prevented ;  and  for  the  better  planting  of  the  Miniftry,  where 
as  yet  it  is  not  planted  :  Herefor  the  AlTembly  has  given  and  committed, 
and  be  the  tenour  hereof  gives  and  committs  their  full  power  and  com- 
miflion to  their  loving  brethi-en  under  written  within  the  particular  bounds 
after    Ipecified,  according  to  the  divifion  following,  to  vilit  and  try  the 
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do6lrine,  life,  diligence,  and  fidelity  of  the  Paftors  within  the  Prelbytries, 
where  they  are  eftabliflied  already ;  and  alfo  in  the  bounds,  where  as 
yet  no  Prelbytries  are  planted  ;  and  therein  to  take  inquifition  and  tryal, 
if  there  be  any  beneficed  perfons  of  the  Miniftrie  not  making  refidence, 
having  no  reafonable  caufe  to  purge  the  fame  ;  if  there  be  any  that  have 
delapidated  their  benefices,  fett  tacks,  or  made  to  others  difpofitions  of  their 
benefices,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  the  confent  of  the  Generall  AlTem- 
bly ;  any  flanderous,  or  unmeet  to  ferve  the  Kirk  of  God  :  And  if  any 
fuch  be  found,  to  proceed  againft  him  according  to  the  quality  of  the  faid 
offence,  according  to  the  a6ls  of  the  Kirk  ;  affuming  to  them  fuch  breth- 
ren of  the  Prelbytrie,  where  they  make  tryal,  as  they  think  moll  zealous, 
fincei-e,  and  bell  affedled  to  reformation,  to  alfill  them,  with  power  aliwa 
to  depofe  fuch  as  are  worthy  of  depofition  be  the  a6ls  of  the  Kirk,  and 
place  others  in  their  rowmes.  And  where  no  Prelbytrie  is,  the  brethren 
appointed  to  the  vifitation  of  thel'e  bounds,  to  travell  diligently  to  plant  the 
Minillry  therein,  and  to  proceed  in  all  the  heads  above  written  be  them- 
felves,  with  the  like  power  of  depofition  with  the  former.  The  particular 
times  of  their  vifitation  to  begin  as  hereafter  fhall  be  appointed  ;  and  ge- 
nerally, in  all  things  to  proceed  as  the  Aflembly  might  doe,  if  they  were 
prefent  :  That  is  to  fay,  for  the  bounds  of  Orkney,  Zetland,  Caithnefs, 
and  Sutherland,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Alexander  Dowglafs,  Minifter  at 
Elgin,  Mr  George  Monro,  Elder,  to  beginne  their  vifitation  the  firll  day 
of  June  next :  For  Rofs,  Murrey,  and  Abberdeen,  Mr  James  Nicolfon, 
Mr  Patrick  Bleckburne,  Mrs  James  Melvill,  Andrew  Melvill,  with  the 
faid  Mr  Alexander  Douglafs,  to  begin  their  vifitation  the  firll  of  Augull 
next :  For  Angus,  Mr  James  Balfour,  David  Lindfay,  Andrew  Mun- 
creif,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  begin  their  vifitation  the  fiiil  of  July  next  : 
For  Kyle,  Cari6l,  Cuninghame,  and  the  bounds  of  Galloway,  Mrs  Robert 
Bruce,  Patrick  Siiarp,  John  Spotfwood,  to  begin  their  vifitation  the  firft  of 
July  next ;  and  the  laid  Mr  Robert  Bruces  place,  in  his  ablence,  to  be 
fupplyed  be  Mr  Robert  Rollock  :  For  Nithfdale,  Annandale,  Lauder- 
dale, Efkdale,  and  Ewifilale,  Mr  John  Davidfon,  John  Johnftoun,  William 
Scott,  John  Carmichael,  John  Knox,  and  John  Welfli ;  their  vifitation  to 
begin  the  firll  of  Augull  next  to  come.  And  ordaines  the  Prelbytries 
which  have  no  vifitors  appointed  be  this  Commiffion,  to  be  carefull  in  their 
own  vifitation  while  the  next  Affembly  :  Injoyning  alio  the  Prelbytries, 
out   of  which   Commiffioners  are  tane  to   vifitation,  and    what  the  faid 
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Commiflioners  doe  in  execution  of  this  comrniffion,   to  report  to  the  next 
Generall  Affembly  of  the  Kirk,  &c.     C] 


The  tenour  of  the  advyce  of  the  brethren  deput  for  penning  the  cor- 
ruptions and  enormities  in  the  Miniftrie,  and  remeid  therof,  allowit 
be  the  Generall  Affemblie  heir  conveinit. 

Corruptions  in  the  Office. 

Forfameikle  as  be  the  too  fudden  admiflioun  and  light  tryall  of  perfons 
to  the  Miniftrie,  it  cometh  to  paffe,  that  many  flanders  fall  out  in  the  per- 
fons of  Minifters,  it  wald  be  ordainit  in  tyme  comeing,  that  more  diligent 
inquiiitioun  and  tryall  be  vfed  of  all  fuch  perfons  as  fall  enter  in  the  Min- 
iftrie, as  fpeciallie  in  thir  points. 

That  the  intrant  falbe  pofed  vpon  his  confcience  befor  the  great  God, 
(and  that  in  the  moft  grave  maner,)  quhat  moves  him  to  accept  the  office 
and  charge  of  the  Miniftrie  vpon  him. 

That  it  be  inquyrit,  if  any  by  foliftatioun  or  moyen,  direfitlie  or  indire6llie, 
preafe  to  entir  in  the  faid  office  ;  and  it  being  found,  that  the  folifter  be 
repellit,  and  that  the  Preftaltrie  repell  all  fuch  of  thair  number  from  votting 
in  the  eleclioun  or  admillion  as  falbe  found  moyeners  for  the  folifter,  and 
pofed  vpon  thair  confcience  to  declare  the  trueth  to  that  effe6l. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  be  prefentatiouns,  many  forciblie  are  thnift  in  the 
miniftrie  and  vpon  congregatiouns,  that  vtters  therafter  that  they  were  not 
callit  be  God,  It  wald  be  provydit  that  none  feik  prefentatiouns  to  bene- 
fices, without  advyce  of  the  Prelbitrie  within  the  bounds  quherof  the  bene- 
fice lyis  ;  and  if  any  doe  in  the  contrair,  they  to  be  repellit  as  rei  ambitus. 

That  the  tryall  of  perfons  to  be  admitted  to  the  Miniftrie  heirafter,  con- 
fift  not  only  in  thair  learning  and  abilitie  to  preach,  but  alfo  in  confcience, 
and  felling,  and  fpirituall  wifdome,  and  namelie,  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
bounds  of  thair  calling,  in  dodlrine,  difcipline,  and  wifdome,  and  to  behave 
him  accordinglie  with  the  diverfe  ranks  of  perfons  within  his  flock,  as 
namely,  with  atheifts,  rebellious,  weake  confciences,  and  fick  vthers, 
quherin  the  paftorall  charge  is  moft  kythit,  and  that  he  be  meitt  to  ftop  the 
mouthes  of  the  adverl'aries ;  and  fick  as  are  not  found  qualified  in  thir 
points  to  be  delayit  to  farther  tryall,   and  quhill  they  be  found  qualified. 
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And  becaul'e  men  may  be  found  meit  for  fome  places,  quhilk  are  not  meitt 
for  vthers,  it  wald  be  confidderit  that  the  principal  places  of  the  realme  be 
provydit  with  men  of  moll  worthie  gifts,  wifdome  and  experience,  that 
none  take  the  charge  of  greater  number  of  peiple  nor  they  are  able  to  dif- 
charge  ;  and  the  Affemblie  to  take  ordour  heirvrith,  and  the  acl  of  the 
Provincial!  AlTemblie  of  Loutliiane  made  at  Lynlithgow  to  be  urgeit. 

That  llich  as  falbe  found  not  givin  to  thair  booke  and  ftudie  of  Scriptures, 
not  carefuU  to  have  bookis,  not  given  to  fan6lificatioun  and  prayer,  that 
ftudie  not  to  be  powerful!  and  Ijiirituali,  not  applying  the  do6lrine  to  his 
corruptiouns,  quhilk  is  the  paftoral  gift,  obfcure  and  too  fcolaftike  befor 
the  peiple,  cauld  and  wanting  zeale,  negligent  in  viliteing  the  feik,  careing 
for  the  poore,  or  indifcreit  in  choofing  of  parts  of  the  Word  not  meiteft  for 
the  flock,  flatterers,  and  diffembling  publick  fins,  and  fpeciallie  of  great 
perfonages  in  thair  congregatiouns,  for  flatterie  or  feare ;  that  all  lick  per- 
fons  be  cenfured  according  to  the  degries  of  thair  faults,  and  continueing 
therin,  to  be  depryvit. 

That  fuch  as  be  flouthfull  in  miniftratioun  of  the  Ikcraments,  and  irre- 
verent, as  profaners,  receiving  cleane  and  vncleane,  ignorants  and  fenfles 
profane,  and  making  no  confcience  of  thair  profeflioun  in  thair  calling  or 
families  ;  omitting  due  tryall,  or  vling  none  or  light  tryall  ;  having  refpe6l 
in  thair  tryall  to  perfons  quherin  there  is  manifeft  corruptioun  :  that  all 
fick  be  fliarply  rebuikit,  and  if  they  continue  therin,  to  be  depofit.  And  if 
any  be  found  a  feller  of  the  facraments,  that  he  be  depofit  fimpliciter;  and 
fick  as  colludes  with  flanderous  perl'ons,  and  difpenfing  and  ovirfieing  them 
for  money,  incurre  the  lyke  punifliment. 

That  every  Minifter  be  chargeit  that  he  have  a  Seflioun  eftabliflied  of  the 
meiteft  men  in  his  congregatioun,  and  that  difcipline  ftrike  not  only  vpon 
groffe  finnes,  as  whordome,  bloodfhed,  &c.  but  vpon  all  fins  repugnant  to 
the  Word  of  God,  as  blafphemie  of  God,  banning,  profaining  of  the  Sab- 
both  day,  diflbbedience  to  parents,  idle  vnrulie  anes  without  calling,  drunk- 
ards, and  ficklyke  debofliit  men  that  makes  no  confcience  of  thair  lyfe  and 
ruleing  of  thair  families,  and  fpeciallie  of  educatioun  of  thair  children, 
lying,  flandering,  backbytting,  flattering,  and  breeking  of  promiles  :  And 
this  to  be  ane  vniverfall  ordour  throughout  the  realme  ;  and  fuch  as  are 
negligent,  continueing  therin  after  admonitioun,  to  be  depofit. 

That  none  falling  in  publick  flanders  be  receivit  againe  in  fellowfliip  of 
the  Kirk,  except  his  Minifter  have  fome  appeirand  warrand  in  confcience, 

5  R 
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that  he  hes  both  ane  feiling  of  iin,  and  apprehenlioun  of  raercie  ;  and  for  this 
eSe6t  that  the  Miniflei*  travell  with  him  be  do6lrine  and  privat  inftrufilioun, 
to  bring-  him  heirto,  and  fpecially  in  the  do6ltrine  of  repentance,  quhilk 
being  neg'le6led,  the  publick  place  of  repentance  is  turned  in  a  mocking. 

Dilapidatioun  of  benefices,  diraitting  of  them  for  favour  or  money,  that 
they  become  laik  patronages,  without  the  advyce  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  fick- 
lyke,  interchanging  of  them  be  tranfa6lioun,  and  tranfporting  of  themielves 
be  that  occalioun,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Kirk,  be  preciflie  punifli- 
ed :  Sicklyke,  fetters  of  taks,  without  the  confent  of  the  Affemblie,  be 
puniQied  according  to  the  a6ls  ;  and  that  the  diniiffioun  in  favours  for 
money  or  vtherwayes  to  the  efFe6l  above  wrytin,  be  punifchit  as  the  dila- 
pidatours. 

Corruptiouns  in  thair  perfons  and  lyves. 

That  lick  as  are  light  and  wantoun  in  thair  behaviour,  as  in  gorgeous  or 
lio-ht  apparrell,  in  fpeich,  in  vfeing  light  and  profane  companie,  vnlawfuU 
gameing,  as  dancing,  cardeing,  dyceing,  and  fuch  lyke,  not  befeiming  the 
gravetie  of  ane  Paftour,  be  fliarplie  and  gravelie  reprovit  be  the  Prelbitrie, 
according  to  the  degrie  therof ;  and  continuing  therin  after  due  admoni- 
tioun,  that  he  be  depryvit  as  llanderous  to  the  Gofpell. 

That  Minifters  being  found  fwearers  or  banners,  profaners  of  the  Sab- 
both  day,  drunkards,  fighters,  guilty  of  all  thir  or  any  of  them,  to  be  de- 
pofit  fimpliciter  ;  and  fuch  lyke.  Hers,  detra6lers,  flatterers,  breakers  of 
promifes,  braulers  and  quarrellers,  after  dew  admonitioun  continueing 
therin,  incurre  the  fame  punifliment. 

That  Minifters  givin  to  vnlawfuU  and  incompetent  trades  for  filthie  gaine, 
as  balding  of  hoftlaries,  taking  of  ocker  befyd  good  confcience  and  lawis, 
and  bearing  warldly  offices  in  Noble  and  Gentlemens  houfes,  merchandife, 
and  fuch  lyke,  buying  of  vi6luall  and  keiping  to  dearth,  and  all  vther 
worldlie  occupatiouns  as  may  diftra6l  them  from  thair  charge,  and  be 
ilander  to  the  Paftoural  calling,  be  admoniilied  and  brought  to  the  acknow- 
ledging of  thair  faults,  and  if  they  continue  therin,  to  be  depofit. 

That  Minifters  not  refident  at  thair  flocks  be  depofed,  according  to  the 
afils  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  and  laws  of  the  realme  ;  vtherwayes  the 
burdein  to  be  laid  vpon  the  Prefljyteries,  and  they  be  cenfurit  therfor. 

That  the  Affemblie   command   all  thair  members,   that  none  of  them 
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awaite  on  the  Court  and  the  aflfaires  therof,  without  the  advyce  and  allow- 
ance of  the  Prefbytrie. 

Item,  That  they  intend  no  atStioun  civill  without  the  faid  advyce,  except 
in  fmall  matters  ;  and  for  remeiding  of  the  neceffitie  that  fome  Minifters 
hes  to  entir  in  pley  of  law,  that  remedie  be  craveit,  that  fhort  proces  be 
devyfed  to  be  vfed  in  Minifters  adliouns. 

That  Minifters  take  fpeciall  care  in  vfeing  godly  exercifes  in  thair  families, 
and  teaching  of  thair  wyves,  children,  and  I'ervants,  in  viing  ordinarie  pray- 
ers, and  reiding  of  the  Scriptures,  in  removeing  of  offenlive  perfons  out  of 
thair  families,  and  fuch  lyke  vther  points  of  godly  converfatioun  and  good 
example  ;  and  that  they,  at  the  vilitatioun  of  thair  kirks,  try  the  Minifters 
families  in  thir  points  forfaids  ;  and  fuch  as  are  negligent  in  thir  points, 
after  due  admonitioun,  falbe  judgeit  vnmeit  to  governe  the  houfe  of  God, 
according  to  the  rule  of  the  Apollle. 

That  Minifters  in  all  companies  ftryve  to  be  fpiritual  and  profitable, 
[and  to]  talk  of  things  pertaining  to  godlines,  as,  namelie,  of  lick  as  may 
ftrenthen  them  in  Chryft,  inftruct  vs  in  our  calling,  of  the  meanes  how  to 
have  Chryfts  kingdom  better  eftabliflied  in  our  congregatiouns,  and  to 
know  [how]  the  golpell  flouriflies  in  our  flocks  ;  and  fuch  lyke  vthers  the 
hinderances  and  the  remedies  that  we  find  ;  quherin  ther  is  manifold  cor- 
ruptiouns,  both  in  the  companying  with  ourlelves  and  with  vthers;  and 
that  the  contraveiners  heirof  be  tryit  and  fliarply  rebuikit. 

That  no  Minifter  be  found  to  countenance,  affift,  or  procure  for  ane 
publick  offender  challengit  be  his  awin  Minifter  for  his  publick  offence,  or 
to  beare  with  him,  as  thogh  his  Minifter  were  too  fevere  vpon  him,  vnder 
the  paine  of  admonitioun  and  rebooking. 

Anent  Generall  Aflemblies  :  To  urge  the  keiping  of  the  a<Sls  anent  the 
keeping  of  the  Affembly,  that  it  may  have  the  awin  reverence. 

Seffio  10»-    29  [Martii.] 

Inftru6liouns  to  Mrs  James  Preftoun,  and  Edward  Bruce,  Commen- 
datour  of  Kinlofs,  bis  Majefties  Commiffioners  to  the  prefent  Ge- 
nerall Afl"emblie. 

Imprimis,  ge  fall  fhew  to  the  faid  Aflemblie  our  good  will  to  have  all 
the  kirks  of  Scotland  plantit  with  Minifters,  and  fufficient  livings  appointit 
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to  them,  to  the  great  hurt  of  our  awin  rent,  and  that  portioun  of  the  thrids 
quhilk  was  alfignit  to  our  houfe,  and  our  ComptroUours  in  pofleffioun  ther- 
of :  Bot  fieing  that  the  haill  thrids  is  not  fufficient  to  plant  the  haill  kirks, 
nor  get  comodious  to  Minifters  to  ferve  in  ane  place,  and  have  thair  livings 
to  feik  in  another  [very]  farre  diftant  from  thair  cure  :  Therfor  we 
thoght  good  to  fett  fordwart  ane  ordour  for  locall  llipends,  founded  vpon 
this  ground,  that  all  the  kirks  of  Scotland  fould  have  Minifters,  and  all 
Minifters  ftipends  within  thair  awin  parodies,  of  lick  valour,  as  be  our  au- 
thoritie  on  the  ane  part,  and  concurrence  and  procurement  of  the  Kirk 
on  the  vther,  might  be  obtainit  from  the  takfmen  of  teinds,  prefent  poiFef- 
fours  of  the  faid  rent  ;  for  the  quhilk  efifeft  we  caufit  ane  a6l  of  Parliament 
to  be  made  in  the  geir  of  God  1592,  grantand  commifTioun  to  certaine 
Noblemen,  Counfellers,  Officiars,  [and]  Minifters,  on  the  vther  parts,  to 
intreat  and  profecute  this  matter  ;  and  als  hes  givin  command  in  particular, 
to  certaine  of  our  Lords  of  Checker  to  help,  with  thair  advyce  and  labours, 
to  bring  this  matter  to  fome  perfe^lioun,  quherin,  as  we  vnderftand,  ther 
is  foniething  done,  as  ane  part  of  the  brethren  can  [bear]  record.  Lyke  as 
we,  continueand  in  our  good  mynd  in  our  tyme  to  have  the  kii'ks  lettlit 
anent  thair  livings,  and  not  intanglit  geirly  with  procefl"es,  and  our  haill  kirks 
plantit  within  this  realme,  be  thir  prefents,  offers  and  promitts  to  the  faid 
Aflemblie,  to  caufe  our  Commiffioners,  Counfellours,  and  Officers,  to  con- 
veine  prefentlic,  befor  the  expyreing  of  this  Affemblie,  with  the  faid  Com- 
miffioners for  the  Kirk,  to  begin  this  good  purpofe,  and  to  lay  the  ground, 
and  fett  downe  the  ordour,  and  tyme  and  place  of  conveining,  to  profecute 
the  famein  to  the  finall  end,  conforme  to  the  adl  of  Parliament,  fo  that 
the  ftay,  (if  any,)  falbe  on  the  part  of  the  Kirk,  as  it  has  bein  of  befor, 
and  not  on  our  part. 

Item,  ge  fall  fliew  to  them  that  it  is  a  ftay  to  this  good  worke,  that  be 
fome  of  thair  preachings  they  wald  make  the  peiple  to  vnderftand,  that  we 
and  our  Counfell  flay  the  planting  of  kirks,  and  take  away  the  prefent 
livings  poITeft  be  Minifters  ;  albeit  the  contrair  be  of  veritie,  that  We  and 
our  Counfell  is  moft  willing  that  the  haill  kirks  be  plantit,  and  the  rents  of 
the  Minifters  augmentit,  lb  farre  as  lawfullie  may  be  obtainit  with  confent 
of  our  Nobilitie,  and  vthers  takfmen  of  teinds,  whofe  rights,  but  ordour  of 
law,  We  cannot  impare  ;  and  therfor  this  forme  of  preiching  difcourages 
our  good  Counfellours  moft  willing  to  this  work,  and  is  ane  heavie  flander 
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vpon  the  Minillers  themfelves,  quberin  ge  fall  defyre   ordour  to  be   taine, 
that  the  Ijke  be  not  done  in  tyme  comeing-. 

Item,  ge  fall  defyre  thefe  gour  inftrudliouns  in  our  name,  to  be  regiftrat 
in  the  Books  of  the  Affemblie,  as  ane  perpetuall  teflimonie  of  our  good 
will ;  and  als  that  anfuers  be  given,  [in  particular,]  be  ane  generall  voting 
of  the  haill  Affemblie,  and  no  wayes  to  be  referrit  to  ane  privat  conference  ; 
and  the  anfuers  fa  vottit  to  every  particular  heid  to  be  regiftrat  in  lyke 
maner  therwith,  and  the  extrafil  of  all  thel'e  articles  and  anfuers  to  be  de- 
lyverit  to  50U,  to  report  to  vs  again.     Sic  fubfcribitur, 

JAMES  R. 


Seffio  IP- 

[Upon  Tuefday  the  30  of  March,  the  Minillers  and  other  Commiffioners 
conveened  in  the  Little  Kirk  at  nine  hours,  the  one  kirk  door  being  Ihutt, 
and  the  other  fett  open  for  a  certain  fpace,  whereby  it  came  to  pafs,  that 
few  were  prefent,  except  the  Miniflry,  the  whole  number  amounting  to 
four  hundred  perfons,  all  Minillers,  or  choife  profeffors.  After  the  firll 
prayer,  Mr  Davidfon  caufed  the  Reader  to  read  the  15  and  34  chapters  of 
Ezekiel :  which  being-  done,  firll,  he  purged  himfelf  of  ambition  for  that 
place  ;  yet  feeing  it  pleafed  God,  faid  he,  to  move  them  to  choife  him  the 
leaft  worthy,  and  unmeetell  in  the  number,  to  occupy  the  place  of  a  teacher 
that  day,  they  were  not  to  look,  that  he  came  there  to  be  cenlured  of  them, 
but  to  ufe  the  authority  of  a  teacher  as  to  difciples  in  that  refpedl  ;  and 
yet  did  not  take  from  them  the  liberty  that  God  gave  them  to  try  the  fpi- 
rits,  whither  they  were  of  God  or  not.  He  fliewed,  that  the  end  of  that 
convention  was  the  confelfion  of  their  own  lins,  who  were  Minillers,  and 
promife  of  amendment  in  time  to  come,  and  fo  to  enter  into  a  new  league 
with  God,  that  being  fanSlified  by  repentance,  they  might  be  the  meeter 
to  provock  others  to  the  fame  ;  that  they  flaould  not  think  it  needlefs  nor 
ilrange  to  enter  in  examination  of  themfelves  guilty  of  the  imminent  judg- 
ment. They  were  to  conferr,  and  compare  themfelves,  their  learning, 
geal,  godlinefs,  multitude,  dayes,  times,  occafions,  and  helps,  or  rather 
wants,  with  the  Prophets  of  former  times,  namely  the  Prophets  of  thefe 
dayes,  whereof  thefe  two  chapters  treated,  and  fee  what  priviledge  they 
have  more  than  they  had  ;    and  why  among  their  multitude   pro  re  nata 
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there  might  not  be  as  many  falfe  prophets,  and  as  few  true  and  fincere,  as 
were  in  thel'e  dayes.  He  amplified  this  head,  and  faid  by  preterition  he 
would  not  be  rhetorical  in  dilcourfe  ;  and  yet  he  was  very  moving  in  ap- 
plication to  the  prefent  times,  fo  that  within  an  hour  after  they  entered  in 
the  kirk,  they  looked  with  another  countenance,  than  that  wherewith  they 
entered.  He  exhorted  them  to  enter  into  their  privy  meditations,  and  to 
acknowledge  their  fins,  with  promife  and  purpofe  of  amendment.  So 
while  they  were  humbling  themfelves  for  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
there  was  fuch  fighs  and  fobs,  with  fhedding  of  tears,  among  the  moll  part 
of  all  eftates  that  were  prefent,  every  one  provocking  another  by  their 
example,  and  the  teacher  himfelf  be  his  example,  that  the  kirk  relbunded, 
fo  that  the  place  might  worthyly  be  called  Bochim  ;  for  the  like  of  that 
day  was  never  feen  in  Scotland  fince  the  Reformation,  as  every  man  con- 
feffed.  There  have  been  many  dayes  of  humiliation  for  prefent  or  immi- 
nent dangers  ;  but  the  like  for  fin  and  defe6lion  was  there  never  fince  the 
Reformation. 

After  the  prayer  and  publick  confeflion,  he  treated  upon  Luke  12.  22, 
with  rare  affiftance  of  Gods  Spirit,  to  the  wonderfuU  aftonilliment,  and 
catting  doun,  and  to  the  raifing  up  again  of  the  brethren.  The  exercife 
continued  till  near  one  afternoon.  When  the  brethren  were  to  diiToIve, 
they  were  flayed  be  the  Moderatour,  and  defired  to  hold  up  their  hands 
to  teftify  their  entering  into  a  new  league  with  God. 


Sefllo  12»-    Penultimo  Martij. 

Forfameikle  as  the  brethren  of  the  Miniftrie  conveinit  in  this  Generall 
Affemblie,  hes  with  folemne  humiliatioun  acknowledgit  thair  fins  this  day, 
and  negligence  of  thair  confcience  befor  God,  and  hes  entrit  in  a  new  co- 
venant with  him,  protefting  to  walk  more  warlie  in  thair  wayes,  and  to  be 
more  diligent  in  thair  charges  ;  and  feeing  ane  great  part  of  the  Miniftrie 
is  not  prefent  at  this  adlioun  :  Therfor  the  Kirk  commands  the  brethren 
of  the  Synodall  Affemblies  to  make  the  lyke  Iblemne  humiliatioun  and 
proteftatioun  as  was  obfervit  be  the  Generall,  at  thair  nixt  conveining  ; 
and  fo  many  as  beis  not  at  thair  Synodall,  to  doe  it  at  the  Prefljitries. 
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Articles  proponit  be  the  Commiflioners  of  the  conftant  Piatt  to  be 
advyfit  and  pall  in  A6ls  be  the  Generall  Affemblie. 

Firft,  It  is  thoght  requifite  be  the  faids  Commiffioners,  and  craveit,  that 
the  laid  Affemblie  wald  ordaine,  that  the  Moderatours  of  ilk  Prelbitrie 
within  this  countrey,  I'ould  give  prefentations,  jure  devoluto,  of  all  benefices 
of  cure,  belanging-  to  laick  patrones  within  their  bounds,  that  hes  not  pre- 
fentit  qualified  perfons  within  fex  monethis  of  the  deceis  of  the  laft  poffef- 
four  therof ;  and  ficklyke,  of  benefices  that  fall  vaik  heirafter,  in  cace  the 
faids  patrones  negledl  to  prefent  within  fixe  monethis,  to  Miniilers  I'erving, 
or  that  fall  ferve  the  cure  of  the  laids  kirks,  vnder  the  paine  of  deprivatioun  ; 
and  that  the  faids  Minifters  accept  thair  prefentations,  and  perfew  [them  :] 
And  if  ther  be  not  adluall  Miniilers  prefentlie  at  the  faids  kirks,  in  that 
cace,  that  the  laid  Moderatours  deale  effedlually  with  vthers  qualified  per- 
fons, to  accept  the  faids  prefentatiouns,  and  to  profecute  the  fametn  be  lavr. 

That  all  beneficit  perfons,  that  are  heir  prefent  in  this  Affemblie,  be 
niovit  prefentlie  to  interdyte  themfelves  from  all  fetting  and  difponing  any 
part  of  thair  benefice  to  quhatfomevir  perfon  or  perfons,  without  the  fpe- 
ciall  confent  and  allowance  of  the  General!  Affemblie  ;  and  the  interdic- 
tioun  to  be  fubfcryvit  be  fick  as  are  prefent ;  and  vthers  that  are  abfent,  to 
be  vrged  be  thair  Prefbitries  to  doe  the  fame,  immediatlie  after  the  diffolv- 
ing  of  the  Affemblie. 

Becaufe  the  kirks  in  diverfe  places  of  the  countrey  fuftaines  great  hurt 
through  the  laik  of  qualified  perfons  in  the  Minillrie,  inftru<Slit  and  trainit 
vp  in  the  Schooles  of  Theologie  :  Therfor  it  is  craveit,  that  ane  adl  be 
made  in  this  Affemblie,  ordaining  every  Provincial!  Affemblie  to  furnifch 
a  fufficient  intertainment  for  a  burfer  in  the  New  Colledge  of  Sandl  An- 
droes,  this  96  geir,  and  fo  furth,  geirlie,  in  all  tyme  comeing  ;  and  that 
every  Provincial!  Affemblie  fall  have  the  priveledge  to  prefent  the  faid 
burfer  fo  oft  as  tlie  benefice  or  place  fall  vaik  :  And  in  cace  ther  be  any 
of  the  Miniilers  fonnes  within  the  Province,  of  meit  graces  for  the  faid 
place,  that  he  be  preferrit  to  all  vthers  to  the  Minillrie  ;  and  after  the  ex- 
pyring  of  his  courfe  in  the  lludie  of  Theologie,  that  he  be  bound  to  imploy 
his  travels  within  the  Province,  to  the  quhilk  his  graces  may  be  anfuerable  ; 
and  that  it  be  not  leifum  to  the  faid  burfer  to  imploy  his  travells  in  any 
vther  place,  except  be  the  fpeciall  advyce  and  confent  of  the  faid  Province. 
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Seeing  the  necelfitie  of  the  commoun  affaires  of  the  Kirk  craves,  that 
ther  be  a  continuall  travelling  and  attendance  at  Court,  both  for  the  fur- 
therance of  the  prefent  worke,  quhilk  is  in  hands,  of  the  planting  of  the 
kirks  J  as  alfo  of  the  continuall  diligence  of  the  enemie,  waiting  at  all  oc- 
caiiouns,  fpeciallie  when  they  find  any  flacknes  vpon  the  part  of  the  Kirk, 
in  the  difcoverie  and  reiifting  of  the  interpryfes  of  the  faid  enemie  :  Ther- 
for  it  is  craveit,  that  a  care  and  burdein  of  the  commoun  caufe  be  laid  vpon 
fome  brethren  be  the  Generall  AflTemblie,  either  of  them  that  are  refidents 
heir  about  Court,  or  els  of  fome  vthers  to  be  appointit  in  diverfe  parts  of 
the  countrey,  becaufe  vtherwayes  ther  is  none  that  finds  themfelves  in  con- 
fcience  bound  to  have  any  care  heirof,  or  to  take  any  paines  heirin. 

To  the  firft  two  articles  the  AGemblie  aggreit. 

To  the  thrid,  The  Afl"emblie  ordainit  it  to  be  movit  in  the  Provinces 
firft. 

To  the  fourt,  Appoints  INIrs  Robert  Bruce,  David  Lindefay,  James  Bal- 
four, and  James  Nicolfone  with  them,  quhen  he  is  prefent. 


Seffio  13^-    Ultimo  die  Martij. 

Anent  the  articles  concerning  thair  Majefties  perfons  and  houfes  :  The 
Affemblie  hes  nominat  Mrs  Patrick  Galloway,  James  Nicolfon,  and  James 
Melvill,  to  conferre  with  thair  Majefties  theranent. 

Offences  in  his  Majefties  Houfe. 

Firft,  As  ftrangers  and  vther  good  fubie6ls  repairing  to  the  Court,  hes 
bein  confortit  to  fie  Chriftian  religioun  religiouflie  exercifeit ;  fo  now  they 
are  fomequhat  troublit,  feeing  now  the  exercife  of  the  reiding  of  the  Word 
at  table,  and  reverent  faying  of  the  grace  befor  and  after  meat,  diverfe 
tymes  omittit. 

That  on  the  weik  day  the  repairing  to  the  heiring  of  the  Word  is  mair 
rare  then  befor  ;  and  that  he  wald  be  admonifchit  for  hearing  of  fpeaches, 
in  tyme  of  fermoun,  of  them  that  defyre  to  commoun  with  his  Majeftie. 

Privie  meditatioun  with  God  in  fpirit  and  confcience,  earneftiy  to  be 
recommendit  to  him. 
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His  Majeftie  is  blottit  for  banning-  and  fn^earing',  quhilk  is  over  com- 
moun  in  courteours  alfo,  and  movit  be  thair  example. 

His  Majellie  wald  labour  to  bave  lick  companie  about  bim  as  himfelfe, 
according  to  bis  awin  qubilk  is  gravelie  to  be  recom- 

mendit  to  bis  Majeftie  to  be  put  in  pra6life.  Robert  Laud,  and  fucb  as 
are  fufpefilit,  to  be  removit ;  efpeciallie  murtberers,  [Papifts,]  and  profane 
perfons. 

The  Queens  Majefties  miniftrie  to  be  reformit ;  and  tuiching  ber  com- 
panie, her  not  repairing-  to  the  word  and  facraments,  night  walking,  ball- 
ing, &c.  ;    and  fuch  lyke  concerning  ber  gentlewemen. 

In  reljpe6l  of  the  report  of  the  brethren  of  the  North,  that  gentlemen 
and  burgeffes  are  lyke  to  leave  thair  boufes  for  feare  of  the  enemies,  feeing 
thair  great  infolence  vnrepreilbd  at  borne  ;  the  returning  of  thair  wyves 
to  the  countrey  againe,  and  thair  provilions  in  thair  boufes  and  caftells  for 
thair  home  comeing,  quhilk  is  murmurit  againft  in  all  the  countrie  :  For 
remeid,  it  is  to  be  craveit  that  the  Ladies  of  Huntlie  and  ErroU  prefentlie 
be  broght  back  againe  and  placeit  in  San6t  Androes  ;  my  Lord  Gordoun 
ficklyke  to  be  broght  to  the  South,  and  put  to  the  fchooles  ;  thair  freinds 
in  the  South  to  be  wardit  ;  and  Cluny,  Geicht,  Abergeldie,  Cowbairdie, 
Bonytoun  50unger,  Craig  gonger,  Alexander  Hay  of  Aucbmather,  Mr 
Alexander  Leflie  of  Peill,  James  Knowis,  Johne  Gordoun  of  Newtoun, 
[Towie  Barclay,  Patrick  Conn,]  to  be  apprebendit.  And  for  this  [effe6t] 
it  was  tboght  good  that  fome  Coramiffioner,  the  Proveft  of  Edinburgh, 
with  the  Laird  of  Wedderburne,  be  dire6lit  to  the  North,  with  the  Kirks 
Commiffioners  already  appointit. 


The  commoun  corruptiouns  of  all  Eftates  within  this  realme. 

Ane  vniverfall  caldnes  and  decay  of  zeale  in  all  Eftates,  joynit  with 
ignorance  and  contempt  of  the  Word,  Miniftrie  and  Sacraments  ;  and 
quher  knowledge  is,  no  fenfe  nor  feiling,  quhilk  vtters  itfelfe  moft  mani- 
feftlie  be  this,  that  they  want  religious  exercifes  in  thair  families,  as  of 
prayer  and  of  reiding  of  the  Word  ;  and  quher  the  famein,  for  the  moft 
part  abufed  and  profanit  be  cuiks,  •  ftewarts,  jackmen,  and  ficklyke  ;  and 
the  mafters  of  families  alhamit  to  vfe  thir  exercifes  of  godlines  in  thair  awin 
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perfons  ;    and  no  conference  at  thair  tables,   but  of  profane,   wanton   and 
worldie  matters. 

Superflitioun  and  idolatrie  mantainit,  quhilk  vtters  itfelfe  in  keiping  of 
fefluall  dayis,  and  boonefyres,  pilgrimages,  linging  of  carrells  at  Yoole. 

Great  blafpheiiiie  of  the  name  of  God  in  all  Eftates,  with  horrible  bann- 
ing and  fwearing  in  all  thair  fpeiches. 

Profanatioun  of  the  Sabboth,  and  fpeciallie  in  feid  tyme  and  harvefl, 
and  commoun  journeying  on  the  Sabboth,  and  tryfling  on  wardlie  turnes, 
exercifeing  of  all  kynd  of  wanton  gamis,  keiping  of  mercatts,  dancing, 
drinking,  and  fuch  like. 

Litle  care,  reverence,  and  obedience  of  inferiours  to  thair  fuperiours  ; 
as  ficklyk  of  fuperiours  in  difcharging  thair  duties  to  thair  inferiours  ;  as 
quher  children  pleyis  in  law  aganis  parents,  and  many  of  them  maries 
aganis  thair  fathers  [will  and]  confent ;  and  no  care  of  thair  parents  for 
thair  educatioun  in  virtue  and  godlines. 

Ane  flood  of  bloodflieds  and  deadlie  feids  ryfeing  thervpon,  and  vniver- 
fall  alFifling  of  bloodflieds  for  eluding  of  lawis. 

Adulteries,  fornicatiouns,  incefts,  vnlawfull  mariages,  and  divorcements 
allowit  be  publick  lawis  and  Judges  ;  and  children  begottin  in  fuch  marriages 
declairit  to  be  lawfuU  ;  [exceflTive]  drinking,  waghting,  and  gluttony  ;  quhilk 
is  no  doubt  the  caufe  of  this  [great  dearth  and]  famine  j  [and]  gorgeous 
and  vaine  apparrell,  filthie  and  baudrie  fpeiches. 

Sacriledge  in  all  eftates  without  any  confcience,  growing  continuallie 
mair  and  mair,  to  the  vtter  vndoing  of  the  Kirk,  and  flaying  of  the  plant- 
ing of  the  gofpell. 

Cruell  oppreflioun  of  the  poore  tennents,  quherby  the  haill  commouns 
in  the  countrey  are  vtterly  wrackit,  be  extreame  dear  fetting  of  thair 
rowmes,  and  balding  out  of  thair  cornes  by  vntymeous  teinding,  and  ex- 
treame thraldome  in  fervices. 

Oppreflioun  vnder  pretext  of  law,  be  vllirie,  and  be  contra6ls  againftlaw  ; 
foreftalling  of  mercats,  and  regrateing  be  gentlemen,  burgefl"es,  and  com- 
mouns ;  quherby  pryces  of  vi(Slualls  is  mervailouflie  raifed  to  the  great  hurt 
of  the  poore  ;  and  ficklyke  be  girnelling  of  vidlualls,  and  withhalding 
them  from  the  mercatts,  and  not  threUiing  of  them  out  in  due  tyme. 

Ane  great  number  of  idle  perfons  without  lawfuU  calling,  as  pypers, 
fidlers,  fangfters,  forners,  pleafants,  flrang  beggers,  living  in  harlotrie,  and 
having  thair  children  vnbaptizit,  without  all  kynd  of  repairing  to  the  word. 
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Offences  in  the  Court  and  Judgement  Seat. 

Vniverfall  negledl  of  juilice  both  in  civill  and  criminall  caufes,  as,  name- 
lie,  in  granting  of  remilUons  and  refpitts  for  blood,  adulteries  and  inceils  ; 
no  executioun  of  good  lawis  made  againft  vyces,  or  in  favour  of  the  Kirk ; 
and  in  civill  matters,  the  Judges,  for  the  moft  part,  vnmeitt,  either  in  re- 
fpe6l  of  the  want  of  knowledge,  or  confcience,  or  baith  ;  and  quhen  any 
office  vaikes,  the  worft  men  advancit  therto,  both  in  high  and  inferiour 
rowmes. 

No  executioun  made  againft  the  adherents  of  the  dete6led  enemies,  and 
the  enemies  themfelves,  nor  imploying  of  thair  livings  to  the  [vie  of]  re- 
filling of  the  enemies,  quherby  the  enemies  are  rather  benefitit  nor  hurtit. 

The  odious  murther  of  Dunnibirfle  not  punifchit. 

In  Parliaments,  facrilegious  j)erfons,  as  Abbots,  Pryours,  dumb  Bifchops, 
voteing  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  contrair  to  the  lawis  of  the  countrey,  quherby 
the  caufe  of  the  Kirk  is  damnified. 

The  SelTioun  is  chargeit  with  buying  of  pleyis,  delaying  of  juftice,  and 
bryberie,  quhilk  is  evident  by  extraordinar  and  fudden  conqueiits. 

Greives  to  be  humblie  meanit  to  his  Majeftie,  in  name  of  the  Generall 
Affemblie,  be  thair  Commiflioners,  touching  the  principall  offences 
in  the  ellate  of  the  countrey,  that,  be  his  Majefties  counfell  and  au- 
thoritie,  fufficient  remedieln  tyme  maybe  provydit  thervnto. 

Firft,  It  is  humblie  meanit  to  his  Majeftie,  that,  to  the  great  hazard  of 
religioun,  and  peace  of  the  countrey,  and  greife  of  all  good  men,  the  for- 
faltlt  rebells,  and  enemies  of  his  Majefties  eftaite,  inioyes  thair  lands  and 
livings  als  peaceablie,  and  to  thair  greater  advantage,  then  if  they  were  at 
his  Majefties  peace  within  the  countrey  ;  and  thair  confederats  and  freinds, 
partakers  and  affifters  with  them  in  thair  treafonable  attempts,  are  fufferit 
in  fo  great  a  libertie,  nevir  having  once  lb  mikle  as  entrit  thair  perfons  in 
ward,  or  givin  pledges  and  furetie  for  thair  good  and  duetiefull  behaviour 
and  obedience  to  his  Majeftie,  in  cace  it  fall  happin  the  faid  rebells,  or 
any  forraine  enemies,  to  repaire  within  the  countrey  for  difquyeting  of 
the  eftate  therof ;  as  if  they  [had]  immunitie  and  exemptioun  from  all 
lawis,   to  confirme  themfelves  for  ftrenthening  the   hand   of  the  enemies. 
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quhen  thej  happen  to  arrive  ;  as  it  appeirs  thair  intentioun  is,  by  [thair] 
preparatioun  of  force  and  armour,  and  leagues  of  friendfliip  quhilk  they 
are  daylie  binding  vp. 

Diverfe  Jefuites  and  excomiuunicat  Papifts  are  intertainit  within  the 
countrey,  deteining  fuch  as  they  have  pervertit  in  thair  errours,  and  in- 
duceing  vthers  in  the  faniein  corruptioun  ;  and  balding  them  in  hope  of 
[the]  returning  of  the  Papifls  Lords,  with  alliflance  of  ftrangers  ;  as, 
naraelie,  Mr  Robert  Abercrombie,  Mr  Alexander  M^quhirrie,  Abbot  of 
Newabbay,  Johne  Gordoun  of  Nevptoun,  the  gong  Laird  of  Bonytoun, 
Mr  Alexander  Lellie  of  Peil,  Patrick  Con,  Alexander  Ramfay,  and  diverfe 
vthers. 

That  in  many  places  of  the  countrey,  for  lake  of  provifioun  of  fufficient 
flipends  for  provifioun  of  Paftours,  the  peiple  lyis  altogether  ignorant  of 
thair  falvatioun,  and  duetie  to  God  and  the  King,  quherthrow  the  land  is 
overflowit  with  atheifme  and  all  kynd  of  vyce  ;  ther  being  above  foure 
hundreth  paroch  kirks  dellitute  of  the  miniltrie  of  the  word,  by  and  attour 
the  kirks  of  Argyle  and  the  Yles. 

It  is  regratit  vniverfallie  be  his  Majeflies  lieges,  that  throw  the  delaying, 
perverting,  and  eluding  of  juftice,  murthers,  opprellions,  incefl,  adulteries, 
and  all  [kynd  of]  haynous  crymes  abounds. 

It  is  to  be  heavilie  meant,  that  the  brethren  of  the  Miniflrie,  that  hes 
gottin  any  nieane  provifioun  or  help  be  the  allignatioun  [made]  Ixxxxv 
geirs,  are  delayit  and  refuiiit  of  juftice,  be  the  Lords  of  Seflioun  i-efufand 
to  decide  thair  fufpenfiouns  according  ta  the  a6l  of  Februar  1587. 


Articles  to  be  proponit  to  his  Majeftie  for  remeid  of  the  former  greives. 

For  remeid  of  the  former  greives,  it  is  humblie  to  be  craveit  of  his  Ma- 
jeftie, that  the  lands  of  the  forefaultit  rebells  be  difponit  to  fick  as  are 
knowin  to  be  nioft  nieitt,  and  of  beft  affe6lioun,  to  reCft  the  enemies  of 
religioun,  and  of  his  Majefties  Eftate,  both  forraine  and  inteftine  :  And 
in  the  meane  tyme  that  thair  livings  be  takin  vp,  and  intromettit  with  be 
his  Majefties  officers,  and  imployit  vpon  the  intertainment  of  wagit  men, 
and  vther  neccQar  vfes,  for  the  manteinance  and  advancement  of  the  good 
caufe  ;  and  that  the  Ladies  of  Huntlie  and  ErroU  be  chargeit  to  come  fouth, 
and  make  thair  refidence  in  Sanfil  Androes,  that  they  be  no  more  a  receipt 
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and  incouragenient  to  the  enemies,  as  they  are  prefentlie,  be  thair  iubtile 
forme  of  prafilife,  quliilk  they  have  vlit  this  geir  by  pad,  to  the  confirming 
of  thair  freinds  and  confederats,  and  intyfing  of  vthers  quhom  they  might 
feduce  to  thair  purpofe,  and  open  violence  to  fuch  as  refufes  to  yeild  to 
thair  courfe  ;  and  that  the  Ladie  Huntlies  eldeft  fonne  be  brocht  fouth, 
to  be  trainit  vp  in  the  knowledge  of  good  letters  and  religioun  ;  and  that 
the  Lairds  of  Clunie,  Gicht,  Abergeldie,  Cowbairdie,  Craig  gonger,  Alex- 
ander Hay  of  Auchmatie,  Buckie,  James  Knowis,  Towie  Barklay,  Patrick 
Con,  and  the  reft  of  thair  principall  freinds  and  confederats,  that  hes  kythit 
with  them  in  afilioun,  in  thair  treafonable  interpryfes  againft  his  Majeftie, 
be  chargeit  to  come  fouth,  and  entir  thair  perfons  in  fome  fufficient  ward, 
ther  to  remaine  ay  and  quhill  they  find  llifficient  catioun  vnder  the  paine 
of  great  Ibwmes,  that  they  lull  neither  traffique,  intercoramoun,  fupplie, 
nor  intertaine  intelligence,  or  give  any  kynd  of  affiftance  to  any  of  his 
Majefties  rebells,  or  [any  vther]  enemies  of  religioun  [quhatfumevir,]  and 
give  fuflScient  pledgis  of  thair  fonnes  and  neirell  freinds  to  that  effefil. 

That  his  Majeftie  give  conimillioun  to  fome  of  his  fpeciall  fervants,  and 
vthers  that  are  knawin  to  be  of  [abilitie  and]  good  afte(!n:ioun,  to  feik, 
fearch,  apprehend,  and  prefent  before  his  Majeftie,  Mr  Robert  Abercrom- 
bie,  Mr  Alexander  M'quherrie,  the  Abbot  of  New  Abbay,  Alexander 
Ramfay,  the  jong  Laird  of  Bonytoun,  Alexander  Leflie  of  Peile,  Johne 
Gordoun  of  Newtoun,  and  vthers,  Jeliiites,  and  excommunicat  Papifts,  as 
thair  names  falbe  givin  in  a  roll. 

That  his  Majeftie  wald  prolecute  his  good  purpofe  and  intentioun  declairit 
befor  the  Afl'emblie,  anent  the  planting  of  the  haill  kirks  within  the  coun- 
trcy,  with  qualified  Paftours,  and  fufficient  provifioun  of  ftipend  for  thair 
intertainment ;  and  for  that  effe6l,  that  he  wald  give  commidioun  to  the 
vilitours  nominat  be  the  Generall  Afl'emblie,  to  take  inquidtioun  of  the 
eftate  of  all  the  kirks  within  the  bounds  of  thair  vifitatioun,  and  to  deal 
with  the  tackifmen  and  pofleirours  of  the  teyndis,  in  his  Majefties  name,  for 
fufficient  provifioun  to  the  Minifters,  out  of  the  rent  of  every  paroch,  and 
to  report  the  famein  to  his  Majefties  Commiflioners  appointit  for  the  wark 
of  the  Piatt,  in  the  a6l  of  Parliament,  and  provyde  fome  honeil  moyen  for 
the  intertainment  of  thair  charges  in  the  journey. 

That  his  Majeftie  take  ordour  fubftantially  be  advyce  of  his  Counfell  and 
Eftate,  how  the  principall  Judgement  feats  and  vther  inferiour  Judgements 
may  be  purgeit  of  vnqualified  and  corrupt  perfons,   and  filled  witb  vthers 
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meit  to  difcharge  that  calling  faithfullie,   for  the   comfort  of  his  Majefties 
peaceable  and  well  difpofed  fubiedls. 

That  his  Majeflie  wald  command  [and  ordain]  the  Lords  of  Seffioiin  to 
rainifter  juftice  to  the  brethren  of  the  Miniftrie,  that  hes  gottin  any  aug- 
mentatioun  of  thair  meane  ftipends  or  new  provifioim  by  the  Commillioners 
appointit  be  his  Majefties  Commiffioun  the  1595  [geirs,]  and  that  according 
to  the  a6l  of  Februar  1587,  ^s  they  are  bound  by  thair  folerane  aith  and 
proniife  ;  feeing  the  extraordinarie  dearth  vrges  them  with  fo  great  necef- 
fite,  that  vnlefle  his  Majeliie  have  fome  confideratioun  of  thair  eftate,  they 
'  and  thair  families  will  be  driven  to  extreame  povertie  and  want. 


[The  new  and  conttant  Piatt  of  planting  all  the  Kirks  of  Scotland, 
penned  to  be  prefented  to  the  King  and  Ellates,  anno  1596. 

Our  Soverane  Lord,  with  content  of  the  three  Eftates  in  Parliament, 
underftanding  that  be  the  law  of  God  it  is  expreQy  commanded,  as  alfo  for 
intertainment  of  religion  and  Gods  lervice,  it  is  more  nor  neceffar,  that 
the  Minifters  of  his  holy  word  have  fufficient  rents  for  their  honefl  fuften- 
tatioun  ;  confidering  alfo  that  the  rents  and  patrimony,  which  of  old  per- 
tained to  the  Kirk,  is  greatly  damnified  and  exhaufted  be  annexation  of  the 
whole  temporalitie  thereof  to  his  Hienes  Crown,  and  be  ere6lion  of  a  great 
part  of  the  faid  temporal  lands  of  the  Kirk,  with  diverfe  kirks,  and  tithes 
included  therewith,  in  new  temporal  Lordlhips  ;  and  be  the  new  falhoun  of 
fetting  of  long  tacks  of  the  faid  tithes  for  divers  nineteen  years  and  life 
rents  fucceffive,  for  payment  of  fmall  filver  duety,  no  wayes  equivalent  to 
the  half  of  the  reafonable  valour  of  the  faid  tithes  ;  and  be  the  pretended 
rights  of  many  penlions,  life  rents,  alFignations,  and  other  difpoiitions  of 
the  faids  tithes,  and  duetie  of  tacks  ;  and  be  his  Majefties  right  of  the 
thirds,  fuperplus,  commoun  kirks,  firft  fruidls,  and  fyft  pennie  of  every 
benefice,  rights  and  difpolition  of  the  fame,  proceeding  from  his  Hienes 
after  his  perfecl  age,  and  from  his  Graces  predeceflbrs,  for  the  moll  part 
ratified  in  Parliament,  whereby  there  is  no  moyen  left  prefently  to  aug- 
ment the  fmall  ftipend  of  a  poor  Minifter,  albeit  he  had  never  fo  great  ne- 
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ceffity,  nor  yet  to  plant  anie  new  Minifter  at  anie  congregation,  albeit  the 
moft  part  of  the  parilli  kirks  of  Scotland  are  altogether  deftituted  of  all 
exercile  of  religion  ;  and  that  there  is  a  great  number  of  Minifters  not 
provided,  but  wanting  upon  ibme  fpecial  charge  and  vocation  ;  lyke  as  a 
great  number  of  good  fchollers  of  the  youth  of  this  realme,  for  the  like 
poverty,  is  compelled  to  pafs  to  France,  to  the  great  danger  of  apoftacy 
from  religion,  whereas  otherways  they  might  be  profitable  to  the  Kirk, 
and  might  bo  honeftly  intertained  upon  the  faid  tithes  ;  which  tithes,  not 
only  before  the  written  law  of  God,  and  thereafter  be  exprefs  commande- 
nient  of  the  fame,  but  alfo  be  the  confent  of  all  nations,  and  fpecialy  of  this 
realme,  have  ever  pertained  to  the  Kirk,  whereby  of  all  reafon  the  Kirk 
having  no  other  patrimony,  ought  to  be  maintained  in  the  right  and  poffef- 
lion  of  the  faid  tithes,  at  left  ay  and  while  they  be  fufficiently  provided 
otherwayes  ;  conform  to  the  which  divers  acls  have  been  made  in  Parlia- 
ment, That  before  the  new  provifion  of  anie  Prelat,  the  Minifters  at  the 
kirks  and  parilhes  united  to  the  faid  Prelacie,  lliould  be  firft  provided  to 
futficlent  ftipends,  otherwayes  the  provillon  of  the  Prelacy  to  be  null :  And 
likeways  in  the  tenth  adl  of  Parliament  holden  1567,  it  is  ordained,  that 
the  whole  thirds  be  firft  imployed  to  the  ule  of  the  Minifters,  ay  and  whill 
the  Kirk  come  in  poU'effion  of  their  own  patrimony,  which  is  the  tithes  : 
and  alio  in  the  faid  a6l  of  annexation,  and  divers  other  laudable  a6ls,  it  is 
exprefly  provided,  that  the  Minifters  ihould  be  fufficiently  provided  of  liv- 
ings furth  of  the  beft  and  readieft  of  the  fpiritualities  ;  and  that  they 
fliould  be  provided  in  title  to  all  fmall  benefices,  that  they  ftiould  be  pro- 
vided to  manfes  and  gleebs  for  their  refidence  at  their  kirks  ;  and  that 
kick  patrons  fliould  provide  qualified  perfons  :  which  a(?ls  have  not  tane 
fully  eSeSt,  but  on  the  contrair  the  livings  of  the  faid  Minifters  left  un- 
certainly to  be  fought  from  year  to  year,  at  his  Hienes  Exchecker,  out  of 
the  thirds  with  infinit  procefs  in  law,  be  reafon  of  the  manifold  difpolition 
of  the  thirds  to  other  laick  perfons,  proceeding  from  his  Hienes  as  having 
right  to  the  whole  thirds,  commoun  kirks,  fuperplus,  fyft  pennie,  and  tem- 
poralitie  of  ilk  benefice,  and  be  reafon  of  the  collation  of  benefices  pleno 
jure  to  perfons  no  wayes  qualified,  contrair  to  the  good  meaning  and  in- 
tention of  the  forelliid  a6ls  of  Parliament,  to  the  utter  wrack  and  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Kirk  be  plain  povertie,  as  the  profeffed  enemies  of  Chrift  would 
have  done  of  old,  if  fpeedie  remedy  be  not  found  :  Therefore  his  Hienes 
remembring  that  there  is  nothing  more  proper  to  his  royal  office,   nor  to 
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be  nuriflier  of  the  true  Kirk,  and  to  be  carefull  of  tbe  advancement  of  the 
true  religion,  and  continuing  thereof  to  the  pofterity,  with  content  of  the 
Eftates  in  Parliament,  be  the  tenor  of  this  acl  declares,  that  the  whole 
tithes  of  this  realme,  both  Perfonages  and  Vicarages,  as  well  united  to 
Prelacies  and  other  dignities,  as  not  united,  and  other  tithes  quhatfomever, 
have  pertained  in  all  times  bygane,  and  fliall  pertain  in  all  times,  to  the 
Kirk  as  their  proper  patrimony  :  and  of  new,  with  confent  forefaid,  giveth, 
granteth,  and  difponeth,  and  perpetually  mortifieth  the  faid  tithes  of  all 
Perfonages,  and  Vicarages,  and  other  benefices  whatfomever,  within  the 
realme,  to  the  Kirk  to  remain  therewith,  as  their  own  proper  patrimony, 
conform  to  the  tenor  of  this  prefent  a6l,  in  all  time  coming  :  And,  with 
advice  forefaid,  ftatuteth  and  ordaineth,  that  the  Lords  of  Exchecker,  with 
fuch  of  the  Miniftry  as  fliall  be  appointed  hereunto,  being  of  equal  number 
with  the  faid  Lords,  fliall  modifie  and  affigne  out  of  certain  touns  of  every 
parifli,  a  certain  quantity  of  vi6tual  of  the  teind  fliaves  thereof,  and  other 
dueties  of  the  Vicarage,  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  may  pay,  with  the 
manfe,  and  whole  gleeb  land,  if  the  fame  remain  yet  unfewed  ;  and  if  the 
laid  glebe  be  fewed,  four  aiker  of  the  faid  gleeb,  whither  the  fame  be  of 
the  Parfons,  Vicars,  Bifliops,  Pryors,  or  Prioreffes,  Deans,  and  Subdeans, 
Abbeys,  or  any  other  Kirk  Land,  for  the  gleeb,  as  a  local  flipend  to  every 
parifh  kirk  of  this  realme,  without  exception,  for  fuflentation  of  the  Minif- 
ter  thereat  fufficiently  and  honeftly  in  all  refpe6ls,  of  the  frui&s  of  the 
parifli  itfelf,  notwithflanding  the  faid  kirks  be  annexed  to  Prelacies,  or 
other  benefices,  or  not  doted  to  Colledges,  or  Univerfities,  or  otlierwayes 
pertaining  to  old  poflTeirors  of  whatfomever  degree,  or  to  Minifl;ers  newly 
provided  in  title  therto  at  the  Kings  prefentation,  or  laick  patrons,  divided 
amongll  many  Prebendaries,  Deanries,  or  Chaplanries,  or  not  divided 
commoun  kirks,  or  other  whatfomever  qualitie,  or  condition  the  faid  parifli 
kirk  has  been  of,  or  be  whatfomever  manner  of  way  the  tithes  thereof 
have  been  bruiked  in  times  by  paft,  and  notwithllanding  all  and  whatfom- 
ever right  his  Majeftie  may  have,  or  pretend  to  the  thirds,  fuperplus,  firfl; 
fruits,  and  fift  penny,  of  the  laid  benefices  ;  and  notwithflanding  of  all  pen- 
iions,  tacks,  affignations,  life  rents,  ere6lion  of  the  faid  tithes,  or  any  part 
thereof  in  a  temporal  Lordfliip,  provifion  to  Prelacies,  or  other  benefices, 
unions,  or  divifions  of  the  faid  pariflies,  and  other  difpofitions  of  the  faid 
tithes,  or  any  part  thereof  whatfomever,  proceeding  from  his  Majeftie,  or 
his   predeceffors,    after  his   or  their  perfect  age,   confirmed  in  Parliament 
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with  wliatfomever  folemnity  or  otherwayes,  to  whatfomever  Caftles,  Col- 
ledges,  Univerfities,  or  particular  perlbns  of  whatfomever  degree  :  And  not- 
withftanding  of  whatfomever  other  tacks,  penfions,  life  rents,  fewing  of  the 
faid  tythes,  with  lands,  and  fewing  of  the  faid  gleebs,  and  other  difpofitions 
whatfomever,  made  be  Prelats,  or  beneficed  perfons,  with  confent  of  their 
Chapters,  to  whatfomever  particular  perfon,  Colledge,  or  Univerlity,  for 
whatfomever  Ipace  of  years,  or  yearly  duty  :  And  notwithflanding  of  the 
priveledge  of  the  Lords  of  Seffion,  and  a6ls  of  Parliament,  and  other  laws 
bygane,  unions,  annexations,  and  incorporations  of  feveral  parifli  kirks  to  a 
Prelacy  or  other  benefice,  or  divifion  of  the  frui6ls  of  a  parifli  amang  many 
Prebendaries,  or  Chaplanries,  or  others ;  and  notwithflanding  all  other 
impediments  which  any  way  may  flay  the  full  execution  of  this  prefent  a6l  : 
Declaring  all  and  whatfomever  the  faid  provifion  of  benefices,  unions,  in- 
corporations, divifions,  tacks,  penfions,  life  rents,  ere6lions,  and  fewing  of 
tithes,  nianfes,  gleebs,  priveledges,  a6ls,  lawes,  and  former  conflitutions, 
and  other  difpofitions  whatfomever  of  the  faid  tithes,  manfes  and  gleebs, 
proceeding  from  his  Majeftie,  or  his  Majeflies  predecefl"ors,  or  whatfomever 
other  beneficed  perfon,  with  whatfomever  folemnity,  to  be  null  in  time 
coming,  in  fo  far  as  they  may  make  any  prejudice  to  this  prefent  a6l,  and 
to  the  particular  local  aflignation  of  ftipends  to  be  affigned  to  every  parifli 
kirk,  conform  thereto,  and  to  the  full  execution  thereof,  but  any  other  re- 
duction or  declarature  of  law  :  With  power  to  the  faids  Lords  and  Minif- 
ters  to  take  true  tryal  of  the  valour  of  the  faid  tithes  ;  and  to  appoint,  or- 
dain, and  afljgne  the  faids  perpetual  local  ftipend  at  every  parifli,  out  of 
fuch  fpecial  touns  and  lands  of  the  faid  pariflies  ;  and  to  unite  feveral  pa- 
rifhes  in  one,  to  dilTever  one  in  moe,  with  confent  of  the  parochiners  ;  and 
to  make  a  fpecial  book  thereupon  ;  and  generaly  to  doe  all  things  necelfar 
for  this  eflFe6t :  Which  local  aflignations  of  ftipends  and  tithes  whatfomever 
of  the  particular  towns  and  lands  to  be  fpecified  therein,  fliall  pertain  as 
freely  to  the  Minifter  of  the  faid  parifli,  as  if  he  had  been  provided  of  old 
in  title  thereto  :  with  power  to  the  faid  Minifler  to  colledl,  gather,  and 
intromett  with,  and  to  make  warnings  and  inhibitions  againft  the  poflef- 
fors  of  the  faid  tithes,  manfes  and  gleebs,  with  as  great  eff^edl  as  any  Parfon, 
or  Vicar,  or  any  other  beneficed  perfon  might  have  done  in  any  time  by- 
paft,  notwithflanding  all  impediments  forefaids,  and  other  whatfomever, 
but  prejudice  of  the  faids  Minifters  rights  to  the  whole  remanent  of  the 
faid  benefices,  when  the  fame  fliall  vaike,    and  fall  in  their  hands,  be  de- 
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ceafe  of  the  prefent  poffelFors,  reducing  or  expyring  of  tacks,  or  other 
ways  whatfomever,  and  of  the  free  difpofition  thereupon,  as  accords  of  the 
law,  and  conforme  to  this  prefent  a6l  in  all  points.  And  for  the  better 
execution  of  the  premiffes,  our  Soverane  Lord,  with  advyce  forefaids,  dif- 
folves  expreflly  all  and  whatfomever  unions  of  feveral  parilh  kirks  to  Pre- 
lacies, benefices  of  dignity  and  others,  and  fupprelFeth  and  abrogateth  the 
name  and  ftiles  of  the  faid  Prelacies  and  dignities,  and  unites  of  new  the 
tithes  of  every  parifli,  where  the  fame  were  divided  of  old  amongft  many 
Prebendars,  Chaplans,  and  others,  in  a  whole  benefice  ;  and  ordaines  that 
Minifters  be  provided  in  title  to  every  parifli  kirk  in  particular,  which  was 
before  united  to  Prelacies  now  vacant,  or  which  have  vaiked  in  his  Graces 
hand,  lince  the  Parliament  holdin  at  Edinburgh  in  anno  1584,  or  which  fall 
in  any  wife  hereafter  vaick  be  demiffion,  deprivation,  or  other  ways  whatfom- 
ever ;  and  to  all  other  feveral  pariflies  vacant,  both  to  the  Perfonage  and 
Vicarage  thereof,  with  the  manfe,  and  gleeb  of  four  aikers  of  land,  conform 
to  the  former  a6ls  made  anent  the  faid  gleebs  and  manfes  ;  at  the  which 
kirks  the  faid  Minifters  fhall  be  obliflied  to  make  their  refidence,  and  fhall 
have  intromilfion  with  the  fruits  thereof,  conform  to  this  prefent  adl,  and 
book  of  perpetual  modification  of  the  local  ftipends  to  follow  hereupon : 
and  after  their  deceafe,  demiffion,  or  deprivation,  the  other  qualified  per- 
fons  to  be  prefented  thereto  be  his  Hienes  and  his  Graces  fuccelTors,  and 
be  others  having  the  right  of  prefentation  and  patronage  thereof;  and 
that  no  new  Prebendars  fliall  be  provided  after  the  deceafs  of  the  prefent 
poflelTors,  but  the  rent  to  accrefce  to  the  living  of  the  Minifter,  conforme 
to  this  a6l,  &c. 

And  becaus  it  is  moll  necelTar  that  the  faids  local  ftipends  be  of  a 
certain  quantity,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  out  of  cer- 
tain fpecial  lands  moft  eweft  to  the  kirk,  and  commodious  to  the  Minif- 
ter, that  the  Minifter  may  know  of  whom  to  crave  his  duetie  :  And  feing 
it  is  impoilible  to  the  Lords  of  Excheker  to  know  what  lands  to  appoint 
for  payment  hereof,  be  reafon  they  know  not,  neither  the  names  of  the 
lands,  nor  valour  of  the  teind  fhaves  of  every  particular  toun  and  land 
within  this  realme  :  Therefore  his  Hienes,  with  advyce  forfaids,  ordaines, 
that  every  Prefbytrie  within  this  realme,  with  advice  of  three  Barons,  or 
landed  Gentlemen,  who  have  their  reiidence  within  the  faid  Prefbytrie,  of 
good  religion,  and  leift  participant  of  Kirk  rents,  choiin  be  advice  of  the 
General  Afl'embly,  and  failling  the  concurrence  of  the  faids  Barrons,  that 
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the  laid  Prefbjters  be  themfelves  fhall  have  power  to  ellimate  reafonably 
the  valour  of  tithes,  both  Perfonage  and  Vicarage,  of  every  particular  town, 
and  lands  laying  within  each  one  of  the  faids  touns,  and  parifhes  of  their 
Prefbytries,  and  of  the  comniodioufnefs  thereof  to  the  fuftentation  of  their 
Minifter  :  which  eftimation  fliall  be  publiflied  upon  two  feveral  Sundayes, 
in  time  of  divine  I'ervice,  in  the  faid  parifli  kirks  ;  with  provilion,  that  what- 
fomever  party  intereffed  in  any  wife  be  the  faid  eftimation,  and  pleafe  to 
complain  thereupon,  fliall  have  moft  ilimmar  remeed  before  the  faids  Lords 
of  Exchecker,  after  fummar  cognition  of  the  caus  betwixt  the  faid  Prelby- 
trie,  and  particular  Minifter  of  the  parifli  kirk,  and  general  Procurator  of 
the  Kirk,  or  others  having  intereft  on  the  one  part,  and.  the  faid  partie 
compleaner  on  the  other  part. 

Attour  becaufe  the  dilapidation  of  the  rents  of  the  Kirk  has  pro- 
ceeded for  the  moft  part  from  the  Kirkmen  themfelves,  who  had  ower 
great  liberty  to  fett  fuch  long  tacks,  and  fewes,  and  for  fuch  dueties 
as  they  pleafed  ;  the  folemnity  of  ordinar  Chapters  ferving  not  to  re- 
ftrain  the  faid  dilapidation,  for  which  they  were  firft  inftituted,  but  rather 
to  authorize  the  fame  ;  which  Chapters  for  the  moft  part  be  now  worn 
out :  Therefore,  our  Soverane  Lord,  with  advice  forefaid,  ftatutes  and  or- 
daines,  that  no  Minifter  or  beneficed  perfon  fliall  have  power  to  fett  in 
tack,  or  to  make  any  kind  of  difpofition,  alteration,  or  change  in  any  wayes, 
the  eftate  of  the  local  ftipends  of  the  pariflies,  with  whatlbmever  confent  or 
folemnity  ;  neither  to  fett  new  tacks,  or  to  renew  old  tacks  of  whatfomever 
other  tithes  of  his  parifli,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  make  whatfomever  difpo- 
fition of  the  fame  in  tyme  coming,  without  confent  of  the  whole  or  the  moft 
part  of  the  Prefljytrie,  wherein  the  parifli  lyeth,  [alTemblit]  at  the  ordinary 
day  of  conveening,  after  reafoning  two  former  ordinar  dayes,  anent  the 
equity  of  fetting,  renewing,  or  making  of  the  faid  tacks  and  difpofitions  : 
And  declares,  that  the  converting  of  vi6tuals  or  other  dueties  [in  filuer,] 
fliall  be  exprefs  diminution  of  the  rental!,  and  a  caufe  of  nullity  and  re- 
duction :  And  for  efchewing  of  antedeating  of  tacks  and  rights  of  tithes 
[whatfumeuer],  and  of  the  infinit  time  for  which  the  fame  was  fett  in 
tyme  bypaft,  his  Hienes,  with  advice  forefaid,  ordains,  that  all  and  what- 
fomever tacks  of  whatfomever  tithes  fett  in  any  time  preceding  the  date 
hereof,  for  whatfomever  longer  time  of  many  nyiiteen  years  tacks,  or 
lyfe  rents  fucceffive,  fliall  endure  only  for  the  fpace  of  nineteen  years  after 
the  date  of  the  faid  tack  ;  with  provifion,  that  whatfomever  nynteen  year 
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tack,  or  life  rent  of  tithes,  which  has  not  begun  in  the  fetters  tyme,  flxall  be 
null  and  of  none  availl,  albeit  another  nineteen  year  tack  or  life  rent  con- 
tained in  the  fame  tack,  has  begunne  or  run  out  in  the  faid  fetters  time  : 
and  that  all  former  tacks  of  tythes  preceeding  the  date  hereof,  life  rents, 
affignations,  penlions,  ere6lions,  fewes,  and  other  difpofitions  of  tithes, 
fhall  be  produced  before  the  Lords  of  Exchecker  before  the 
day  of  next  to  come,  and  regiftred  in  the  books  of  the  Colle6lorie  : 

at  the  left  fo  much  of  the  faid  ere6lions  and  fewes  to  be  regiftered,  as  con- 
taineth  the  rights  of  tithes  contained  therein  ;  and  the  date  of  the  regiftra- 
tion  thereof,  and  the  perfon  ingiver  of  the  faids  tacks  and  other  rights,  to 
be  regiftred  therewith  in  like  manner,  and  marked  and  fubfcribed  be  the 
Collefilors  Clerk,  vpon  the  bak  of  the  faid  tacks  and  rights,  for  efhewing  of 
all  frauds  which  may  be  herein ;  with  certification,  that  the  tacks,  and 
other  rights  of  whatfomever  tithes,  not  regiftred,  as  faid  is,  fliall  be  null, 
and  make  no  faith  in  judgment  nor  without :  and  that  the  imprinting  or 
publication  of  this  a6l,  ihall  be  fufficient  intimation  hereof,  and  of  the  cer- 
tification forefaid,  without  any  other  fpecial  letters,  &c. 

Moreover,  becaus  the  Minifters  and  other  beneficed  or  laick  perfons,  hav- 
ing the  rights  of  tithes  of  other  mens  heritage,  oft  times  unjuftly  trouble  both 
themfelves  and  the  lawfull  poffeffors  of  the  faids  tithes,  with  inhibitions,  and 
afilions  of  fpoilzie,  whereby  they  compell  them  to  bight  their  tithes  above  the 
reafonable  valour  :  Therefore  our  Soverane  Lord,  with  advice  forefaid,  de- 
clares and  ordaines,  that  whatfomever  perfon  is  lawfully  in  the  natural  pof- 
feffion  of  tithes  be  leading  and  intrometting  therewith,  the  heritage  or  prefent 
right  of  poffeflion  of  the  land  being  his  own,  and  makes  good  and  thankfuU 
payment,  within  dayes  after  ilk  terme,  of  the  duetie  of  the  faid  tithes, 

conforme  to  the  eftimation  above  written,  to  be  made  be  the  Prelbytries 
forfaids  to  the  Minifters  and  others  having  right  to  the  faid  tithes ;  in  that 
cafe,  the  faid  perfon  fliall  be  free  of  all  adlion  of  fpoilzie  and  danger  which 
may  follow  upon  inhibition  led  againft  him  thereanent :  provyding  alwayes, 
that  whatfomever  perfon  committ  any  violence  in  ejedling  another  furth  of 
the  natural  pofleffion  of  leading  of  titiies,  fliall  be  fubjeft  either  to  the  ac- 
tion of  fpulzie,  or  the  quadruple  of  the  eftimation  forefaid,  at  the  option  of 
the  partie  ejected,  as  laid  is.  Like  as  alio  it  is  provyded,  that  quher  the 
right  both  of  the  property,  and  prefent  right  of  the  a6lual  poffeflion  of  the 
land,  and  als  of  the  tithes,  concurre  in  one  mans  perfon,  it  fliall  be  leaforae 
to  him  to  ufe  inhibitions,  and,  conforme  to  the  old  order,  apprehend  polfef- 
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fion  of  his  own  tithes,  paying  always  the  duetie  and  valuation  thereof  to  the 
Minifter,  or  others  having-  right ;  in  which  cafe,  the  offer  of  the  eftimation 
forefaid  fhall  be  no  relevant  defence  to  refcind  the  natural  poffeffion  of 
the  tithes  of  another  perfons  heritage  ;  and  to  efliew  the  danger  of  fpulzie 
in  prejudice  of  him  who  has  the  right  both  of  the  lands  and  tithes,  as  faid 
is,  and  in  favour  of  him,  who  has  not  prefent  right  to  the  a6lual  poffeffion 
of  another  mans  land,  nor  yet  of  the  tithes  thereof.  &c. 

Attour,  be  reafon  that  the  faid  patrimony  of  the  Kirk  fliould  alfo  fuftain 
and  uphold  fchools  and  poor,  with  common  affairs  of  the  Kirk,  and  other 
godly  ules  :  Therefore  our  Soveraign  Lord,  with  advice  forefaid,  ftatutes 
and  ordains,  that  a  perfe6l  rentall  be  made  of  the  fuperplus  of  the  rents 
of  every  parifli  kirk,  by  and  attour  the  forefaid  local  ftipends,  containing 
the  rights,  be  the  which  the  fuperplus  of  every  benefice  is  poflelTed  ;  and 
that  the  Minifter,  albeit  he  be  provided  in  title  to  the  whole  benefice,  and 
have  the  colle6lion  of  the  whole  frui6ts  thereof,  and  liberty  to  reduce 
tacks  and  fewes,  as  any  other  beneficed  perfon  might  have  done  of  before  ; 
yet  the  faid  Minifters  (hall  not  have  the  free  difpofition  of  the  faid  i'uper- 
plus  to  their  own  ufe,  but  fliall  be  comptable  therefor  to  them  who  fliall 
obtain  the  right  thereof:  and  in  cafe  of  their  failzie  in  thankfull  payment, 
or  committ  violence,  they  fliall  be  fubje6l  to  the  danger  of  fpulzies  double 
or  quadruple  of  the  eftimation  forefaid,  fie  like  as  others  that  make  not 
payment  thankfully  to  the  faid  Minifters  themfelves,  conforme  to  the 
former  article. 

And  as  for  the  fuperplus  of  the  rent  of  every  particular  parifii  kirk,  by 
and  attour  the  local  and  perpetual  ftipend  appointed  for  the  Minifter, 
which  fuperplus  either  prefently  pertaineth  to  the  Kirk  be  vaiking  of 
the  benefice  or  vtherwayes,  or  fliall  hereafter  pertain,  or  fall  in  the  Kirks 
hands,  be  expyring  or  redu6lion  of  tacks  and  other  rights,  deceafe  of  the 
prefent  poffeffors,  or  otherways  whatfomever,  our  Soverane  Lord,  with 
advice  forefaid,  ordaines  and  ftatutes,  that  the  faid  fuperplus  fliall  be  dif- 
poned  be  the  advice  of  the  Lords  of  Exchecker,  and  brethren  of  the 
Miniftry  appointed  for  modification  of  Minifters  ftipends  ;  firft,  to  the 
Colledges,  and  Lords  of  Seflion,  and  old  poffeffors  of  the  benefices, 
induring  their  life  times,  for  fo  much  as  fliall  be  tane  from  them  be  the 
prefent  order  ;  next,  that  the  common  affaires  of  the  Kirk  be  fufiiciently 
luftained  thereupon  ;  thirdly,  that  reafonable  confideration  be  had  of  the 
poor,  ftrangers,  widowes,  and  orphans  ;   reparation  of  bridges,  kirks,  hof- 
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pitals,  and  other  godly  works  :  And  if  there  be  any  reft,  the  fame  fliall 
be  colledled,  and  keeped  to  the  ufe  of  the  Kirk,  and  at  their  difpofition 
allenerly.  And  whatibmever  particular  perfon,  Colledge,  or  other  Ihall 
obtain  affignation  of  any  part  of  the  fuperplus  be  the  faids  Lords  and  mo- 
difiers, their  faid  affignation  and  letters  thereupon  fliall  be  fpecialy  in 
quantity,  and  out  of  what  touns  and  lands  the  fame  is  alligned  ;  and  the 
faid  letters  fhall  be  fpecialy  diredled  againft  the  tennents  and  a6lual  poffef- 
fors  of  the  faid  particular  lands,  and  the  Minifter  of  the  parifli  allanerly, 
fo  that  no  letters  in  time  coming  be  directed  generaly  againfl  all  and  fun- 
drie  the  parochiners,  &c. ;  and  of  the  beft  and  readieft  of  the  fruidls  where 
the  right  whereupon  the  letters  pafs  extends  only  to  a  part  of  the  fruits, 
and  not  to  the  whole  frui6ls  of  the  paroich,  as  was  of  before,  which  was 
the  occafion  of  great  confufion. 

And  becaus  the  Prelacies  in  effe6t  were  before  diffolved,  the  Avhole 
temporalities  thereof  being  annexed  to  the  Crown,  and  Minifters  ftipends 
ordained  to  be  tane  out  of  the  parifli  kirks  united  and  incorporated  there- 
with ;  lyke  as  be  this  order  the  whole  fpiritualitie  and  tithes  are  of  new 
defl;inated,  given  and  mortified  to  the  Kirk,  whereby  the  faids  Prelacies 
are  all  utterly  dilTolved,  and  fo  ceafs  in  time  coming  to  be  one  of  our 
Eftates  in  Parliament :  Therefore  our  Soverane  Lord,  with  advyce  fore- 
faid,  llatutes  and  ordains,  that  in  time  coming  every  Prefliytrie  £hall  fend, 
of  their  own  number,  a  Commiflioner  to  the  Parliament,  out  of  the  which 
whole  number  of  Commiflioners  the  reft  of  the  Eftates  fliall  choife  fo 
many  as,  being  joyned  with  the  old  polTeffors  of  the  Prelacies,  who  fliall 
be  prefent  for  the  time,  may  make  out  the  full  and  compleat  number  of 
them  who  have  vote  in  Parliament  for  the  eftate  of  the  Kirk,  which  num- 
ber fhall  be  equal  with  the  number  of  any  of  the  other  Eftates.  And 
after  the  deceafe  of  the  whole  prefent  poffelFors  of  Prelacies,  the  whole 
number  of  the  Kirks  Eftate  fliall  be  ele6ted,  and  tane  of  the  faid  Com- 
miflioners of  the  Prefbytries,  who  fliall  have  fuch  vote,  priveledges  and 
liberties  in  Parliament,  as  the  faid  Prelats  had  of  before,  &c. 

And  to  the  effe6l  that  the  rights  of  no  parties  be  further  prejudged,  our 
Soverane  Lord,  with  advice  forefaid,  ratifieth  all  afils  and  ftatutes  made  of 
before  in  favour  of  the  Kirk,  in  fo  far  as  the  fame  agrees,  or  may  in  any 
wife  fortify  this  prefent  a6l ;  and  fpecialy  the  a6l  of  Secret  Counlell,  Sef- 
fion,  and  Exchecker,  upon  the  14-  of  Februar  1587  '•  And  in  like  manner, 
all  a6ls  and  ftatutes  made  in  favour  of  fewes,  tacks,  patronages,   penflons, 
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eredlions  and  other  difpofitions  of  the  kirk  rents,  in  fo  far  as  they  are  not 
contrair  or  any  ways  repugnant  to  this  prefent  a6l,  or  full  execution  there- 
of: Which  adls,  together  with  all  and  whatfomever  rights  pertaining  to 
privat  perfons  and  parties,  fuch  as  fewes,  provifion  of  their  benefices,  erec- 
tions, tacks,  lyfe  rents,  penlions,  patronages,  affignations,  and  difpolitions 
whatfomever  of  the  tithes,  fliall  Hand  in  the  fame  force  as  of  before  the 
making  of  thefe  prefents,  excepting  plainly  in  fo  far  as  they  are  expreflly 
prejudged  be  the  faid  local  flipend  to  be  appointed  to  every  particular 
parilli,  conform  to  the  tenor  of  this  prefent  Adl,  and  Book  of  particular 
modification  to  follow  thereupon,  and  other  provifions  and  reftri(3;ions  ex- 
prefsly  contained  herein.  Lyke  as  our  Soverane  Lord,  with  advice  fore- 
faid,  abrogateth  all  former  lawes,  a6ls,  conftitutions,  pra6licks,  and  ordi- 
nances whatfomever,  which  may  in  any  wife  hinder,  ftoj),  or  impede  this 
prefent  aft  and  full  force  and  execution  thereof :  and  declares  whatfom- 
ever fhall  be  done  in  the  contrair  thereof,  or  any  part  of  it,  the  failyie  and 
contravention  fhall  be  tryed;  and  the  right  dilpolition  or  other  deed 
whatfomever,  done  contrair  to  the  tenor  hereof,  ihall  be  reduced  and  an- 
nulled, als  well  by  way  of  exception,  reply,  or  duply,  as  by  way  of  adlion. 
Lyke  as  our  Soveraign  Lord,  with  advice  forelaid,  commands,  that  no 
Judge  remitt  to  an  adlion,  or  delay  the  proponer  of  the  faid  nullities  by 
way  of  exception,  reply,  or  duply,  but  proceed  inftantly  to  the  tryall  of 
the  faid  nullities,  as  faid  is. 

Attour,  becaus  there  are  divers  and  fundry  perfons  who  prefently 
bruike  the  rents  of  every  parilli  kirk,  our  Soverane  Lord,  with  advice 
forefaid,  ordaines,  that  the  quantity  of  the  local  and  perpetual  ftipends 
ihould  be  equally  tane  from  every  one  of  the  faids  perfons  proportionally, 
at  the  left  every  one  to  relieve  others  proportionally,  according  to  the 
free  profit  which  they  receive  of  the  faids  tithes,  at  the  difcretion  and 
fummar  cognition  of  the  faid  Modifiers,  who  fliall  be  only  Judges 
herein,  and  fliall  try,  judge,  and  cognofce  fummarly  upon  the  equity  of 
the  relief  betwixt  the  poflelTors  of  the  faids  tithes,  fuch  as  where  there 
is  a  Prelat,  or  old  provided  man,  ane,  or  moe  tackfmen  or  penfioners, 
new  eredled  Lordfliips,  with  tithes  included,  with  the  fewes  of  lands,  fewes 
of  fermes,  and  whatfomever  other  variety  there  is  of  rights,  be  the  which 
the  pofleiror  of  the  tythes  of  every  parifli  refpedlive  bruiketh  the  fame  : 
and  what  relief  the  refl;  ought  to  make  them,  from  whom  immediatly  the 
rights  of  the  tithes  are  tane,  which  lliall  be  affigned  for  the  perpetual  local 
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ftipend  of  every  parifh  kirk  ;  wherein  alfo  fliall  be  confidered  the  right 
which  our  Soverane  Lord  had  to  the  thrids  or  any  other  parts  of  the  bene- 
fices, togither  with  fuch  other  afilions,  for  the  which  his  Majeftie  might 
have  charged  the  poireflbrs  of  the  faid  tithes.  Like  as  alfo  the  faids  Lords 
of  Exchecker,  in  making  of  the  faid  relief,  Ihall  confider  immunities,  prive- 
ledges,  and  rights,  which  parties  had  of  before,  and  validitie  thereof,  with 
all  other  circumftances  ex  aequo  et  bono.  And  for  this  eflFe6l,  our  Sove- 
ran  Lord,  with  advice  forefaid,  giveth  power  to  the  faid  Lords  of  Exche- 
ker,  and  Minifters  fpecially  to  be  appointed,  be  his  Hienes  Commiffion, 
being  always  equal  in  number  with  the  faids  Lords,  to  interpret  all  ob- 
fcurities,  and  to  decide  lummarly  all  controverfies,  which  fliall  arife  upon 
this  prefent  a6l,  and  upon  the  forefaid  relief,  betwixt  all  parties  fubjedl 
thereto.    C.  &  Melvills  Diary.] 
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A.  D.  M.D.XCVI. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  haldin  at  Perth,  the  firfl;  day  of  Marche 
1596,  [the  laft  of  Februar :  C]  Quher  ther  conveinit  the  Com- 
milfioners  from  all  Prelbytries,  according  to  his  Majeflies  miffive. 


Seffio  !»• 

Exbortatioun  ther  was  none. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  given  in  be  Mr  Thomas  Nicolfone,  Advocat, 
bearing  that  in  refpedl  he  was  admittit  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Generall  Affem- 
blie, in  place  of  vmquhile  Mr  James  Riche,  laft  Clerk  therof,  be  fevin  of 
the  Commiffioners  deput  be  the  laft  Generall  Aflemblie,  to  intreat  and 
conclude  in  the  aflfaires  of  the  Kirk,  quhilk  fould  fall  out  [and  intervene] 
betuixt  and  the  nixt  Generall  Aflembly,  that,  therfor,  the  Affemblie  now 
conveinit  wald  admitt  the  faid  Thomas  to  the  faid  office,  and  corroborat 
his  admiffioun  with  thair  authoritie :  The  brethren  conveinit,  all  in  ane 
voyce,  hes  creatit  and  admittit  the  faid  Thomas  de  novo,  and  eledlit  him  to 
be  Clerk  of  the  Kirk,  with  power  to  him  to  vfe  and  exerce  the  fame,  and 
all  priveledges  belonging  therto,  as  frielie  as  any  Clerk  might  have  done  at 
any  time  bygane. 

5  u 
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Seffio  2»-    2  Martij. 

Anent  the  commifiTioun  dire6l  be  his  Majellie  to  Sir  Johne  Cockburne 
of  Orraeftoun,  Knyght,  Juftice  Clerk,  and  Mr  Edward  Bruce,  Commenda- 
tour  of  Kinlos,  with  all  expeditiouu,  to  repaire  to  the  Commiflioners  of 
the  Prefbytries  of  the  Kirk  prefentlie  conveinit  within  the  Kirk  of  Perth, 
and  to  inquyre  of  them  if  they  be  ane  lawful  Generall  Affemblie  of  the 
Kirk,  and  hes  fufficient  power  of  themfelves  to  give  anfuer,  treat  and  con- 
clude vpon  fuch  things  as  are  to  be  proponit  and  intreattit  in  this  prefent 
Conventioun,  according  to  his  Majefties  warrand  and  inillive  dire6l  to  them 
be  his  Hienes  to  that  effe6l,  and  to  report  thair  anfuer,  in  wryte,  theranent. 
The  brethren  prefent,  after  long  reafoning  and  conference  had  anent  the 
premiffes,  thinks  that  thair  raeiting  is  ane  laufuU  Generall  extraordinar  AI- 
femblie,  be  reafon  of  his  Majefties  letter  diredl  to  the  Prefbitries  and  Pro- 
vincialls  to  that  effe6l,  and  the  Prefbitries  and  Provincialls  commiflioun 
given  to  meitt  in  the  towne  of  Perth  :  and  therfor  are  willing  to  heir  quhat 
his  Majeftie  will  propone  ;  and  to  treat,  conclude,  and  give  anfuer  ther- 
anent, conforme  to  the  commilTions  with  the  quhilk  they  are  authorizit  be 
the  Prefbitries  and  Synodalls. 


Seffio  3^-    2  Martij. 

The  Commiffioners  deput  be  his  Majeftie  proponit  certaine  lieids  and  ar- 
ticles to  the  brethren  to  be  refolvit  and  concludit  in  the  prefent  Affemblie, 
quherof  the  tenour  followis  : 

Sen  the  quyetnes  of  the  Kirk,  and  frieing  of  the  fame  of  ftander,  quhilk 
vpon  the  contrair  effefts  wald  neceflarly  follow,  is  the  cheife  butt  and  end, 
quherat  bis  Majeftie  flioots  in  the  conveining  and  balding  of  this  prefent 
Affemblie  :  Therfor,  for  efchewing  of  fafchious  and  langfome  difputatiouns, 
quhervpon  diverfe  vncomely  contraveriies  and  debaits  might  arife,  his 
Majeftie  hes  thocht  good  to  remitt  the  decifioun  of  a  great  number  of  the 
printed  queftions  to  a  better  opportunitie,  to  be  reafonit  in  the  meane 
tyme  be  fick  as  falbe  authorizit  be  commilfioun  to  that  effe6l ;  and  for  the 
prefent  fall  content  himfelfe  with  the  decifioun  of  thir  few  articles  follow- 
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ing-,  having  made  choife  of  nane  bot  lick  as  neceffitie  of  tyme  could  not 
permitt  to  be  delayit,  without  great  hartne  and  flander  to  follow. 

1 .  That  it  be  not  thocht  vnlawfull  neither  to  the  Prince  nor  any  vther 
of  the  Paftours  any  tyme  heirafter,  to  move  doubts,  realbn,  or  crave  refor- 
matioun  in  any  points  of  the  externall  policie  and  governement  or  difci- 
pline  of  the  Kirk,  that  are  not  effentiallie  concerning  falvatiouu,  or  is  not 
anfuerit  affirmative  vel  negative  be  any  exprede  part  of  the  Scriptures  ; 
provyding  that  it  be  done  decenter,  in  i-ycht  tyme  and  place,  [animo]  edi- 
ficandi  non  tentandi. 

2.  That  fen  the  civill  and  politick  governement  of  the  country  belongs 
always  and  allanerlie  to  the  Kings  office  and  his  Counfellours,  and  is  no 
wayes  pertinent  to  the  fpirituall  Miniflrie  of  the  Word,  that  no  Minifter 
fall  at  any  tyme  heirafter  meddle  with  the  matters  of  the  Eftate  in  the  pul- 
pit, or  with  any  of  his  Majeflies  laws,  ftatutes,  or  ordinances  :  Bot  if  any 
of  the  Miniftrie  fall  think  any  of  them  hurtfuU  to  the  religioun,  or  contrair 
to  the  Word,  they  liill  privately  complaine  thervpon  to  the  King  and  his 
Counfell. 

3.  That  it  lall  not  be  laufull  to  the  Paftours  to  name  any  particular  mens 
names  in  the  pulpitt,  or  i'o  viiielie  to  defcryve  them  as  may  be  equivalent 
with  thair  naming,  except  vpon  the  notoritie  of  a  cryme  ;  quhilk  notoritie 
man  only  be  defynit  be  the  guiltie  perfons  being  fugitive  for  the  tyme,  or 
being  fylit  by  ane  affyfe,  or  excommunicat  for  the  fame. 

4.  That  every  Minifter,  in  his  particular  applicatioun,  fall  have  only  re- 
fpe6t  to  the  edificatioun  of  his  awin  flock  and  prefent  auditour,  without 
expatiating  vpon  vther  difcourfes  no  wayes  pertinent  for  that  congregatioun. 

5.  That  everie  particular  Prefbitrie  falbe  commandit  to  take  diligent  ac- 
compt  of  thair  Paftours  do6lrine,  and  that  he  keip  himfelfe  within  the 
bounds  of  the  premiffes. 

6.  That  fummar  excommunicatioun  be  allutterlie  difchairgeit  as  inept, 
and  that  thrie  laufull  citatiouns,  at  leaft  of  au(5l  days  interuall  betuix  every 
ane  of  them,  preceid  the  fentence. 

7.  That  no  Sellioun,  Prelbitrie,  nor  Synodall,  vfe  thair  cenfures  vpon 
any  bot  them  that  are  refident  within  the  bounds  comniittit  to  them  ;  vther- 
Avayes  thair  decreits  and  fentences  to  be  null. 

8.  That  all  fumounds  containe  ane  fpeciall  caufe  and  cryme  ;  and  nane 
iuper  inquirendis  to  be  fumound,  quod  eft  mere  tyrannicuni. 
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9.  That  no  meiting  nor  conventioun  be  among  the  Pailours  without  his 
Majefties  knowledge  and  confent;  excepting  alwayes  thair  ordinar 
Sefliouns,  Prelbitries,  and  Synods. 

10.  That  in  all  the  principall  townes,  Minifters  be  not  chofin  without 
the  confent  of  thair  awin  flock  and  of  his  Majeftie ;  and  that  ordour  to  be 
begun  prefentlie  in  the  planting  of  Edenburgh. 

11.  That  all  matters  concerning  the  reft  of  his  Majefties  queftiouns  be 
lufpendit  [unniedled  with,]  either  in  pulpitt  or  any  vther  judicators,  quhill 
firft  all  his  Hienes  queftiouns  be  fuUie  decydit ;  and  in  fpeciall,  that  all 
matters  importing  flander  come  not  in  before  them  in  the  nieane  tyme, 
quherin  his  Majefties  authoritie  royall  is  hielie  prejudgeit,  bot  only  in  caufes 
that  are  meere  ecclefiaftick. 

12.  That  fevin  or  aucht  of  difcreit  wyfe  Minifters  be  authorizit  be  com- 
milEon,  to  reafon  vpon  the  reft  of  the  queftiouns,  as  opportunitie  of  tyme 
fall  ferve. 

13.  That  they  give  commiflioun  to  the  Miniftrie  of  the  North  to  be  at  a 
point  with  Huntlie  ;  and  if  he  fatiffie  them,  to  abfolve  him. 

And  for  the  better  anluering  of  the  faids  articles,  the  AlTemblie  ordainit 
certaine  brethren  to  be  chofin  out  of  every  fliyre  prefentlie  conveinit,  quho 
fould  give  thair  advyce  and  overture  vpon  the  faids  articles  proponit  be  his 
Majeftie,  and  therafter  report  the  lame  to  the  Affemblie  :  They  are  to  fay, 
Mrs  John  Monro,  Alexander  Dowglas,  Peter  Blackburne,  Johne  Strath- 
anchin,  Alexander  Forbes,  James  Nicolfone,  Andro  Lamb,  Alexander 
Lindfay,  William  Cowper,  Thomas  Buchannan,  James  Melvill,  Johne 
Spotifwood,  Adame  Colt,  Thomas  Storie,  Andro  Clayhills,  Johne  Knox, 
James  BrylToun,  Patrick  Sharp,  Gawin  Hamiltoun,  Alexander  Scrymgeour, 
David  Barklay. 


Seffio  4»- 

[Anfwers  to  the  Articles  be  the  brethren  appointed  on  the  conference. 

The  brethren  conveened  gave  their  advyce  in  the  firft  article.  That  it  is 
not  expedient  to  make  a  law  or  a6l  touching  this,  leaft  a  door  fliould  be 
opened  to  curious  and  turbulent  fpirits ;  otherwife  they  think  it  lawfull  to 
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the  King  be  hitnfelf  or  his  Commiflioners,  to  propound  in  a  Generall  Af- 
fembly  whatfomever  points  he  defires  to  be  relblved  in,  or  to  be  reformed 
in  fpecie  externi  ordinis,  feeing  fubftantia  externse  adminiftrationis  ecclefiaf- 
ticaj  eft  plenilTime  tradita  in  Sacris  Literis  :  And  as  the  Generall  Affemblj 
may  accept  of  that  from  the  King,  fo  may  the  Generall  Affembly  doe  anent 
any  thing  that  is  done  be  his  Hienes  in  any  Convention,  meeting,  or  Af- 
fembly conveened  be  him  hereafter. 

2.  Their  advice  to  fecond  article  is,  That  laws  already  made,  hurtfull  to 
religion,  and  prejudiciall  to  the  liberty  of  the  Word,  be  declared  to  be  ex- 
pired, as  the  fame  fliall  be  particularly  condefcended  upon ;  and  no  laws 
be  made  hereafter  touching  religioun  without  advice  and  confent  of  the 
Kirk,  who  are  declared  to  be  the  third  Eftate  of  the  country  :  and  that  no 
a6l  whatfomever  be  made  contrary  to  the  Word,  the  preaching  whereof  the 
Paftours  have  concredited  to  them  ;  which  if  it  fhall  fall  out  (as  God  forbid) 
they  think,  that  eveiy  Pailour,  be  advice  of  his  Preibitrie,  Synodall  or  Ge- 
neral All'embly,  fliould  firft  complean  and  feek  remedy  of  the  fame  ;  which 
remedy  not  being  gotten,  they  fhould  dire6l  the  force  of  the  Word  againil 
the  fame  with  all  liberty.  And  as  concerning  matters  of  Eflate,  the  breth- 
ren delires  the  explaining  of  this  point  of  the  article. 

3.  No  mans  name  lliould  be  expreffed  to  his  rebuke  in  pulpit,  but  where 
the  fault  is  notorious  and  publick  ;  yet  they  efteem  Notoriety  muii  be  de- 
fyned  otherwayes  than  by  being  fugitive,  and  fyled  by  Ailife,  or  excommu- 
nicated :  for  contumacy  after  citation,  publick  commiJlion  of  murther,  adul- 
tery, or  the  like,  as  was  Bothwels  coming  to  the  Abay,  the  murder  at 
Dunnybriffel,  and  many  other  of  that  fort,  makes  notoriety.  As  to  the 
vive  defcription,  equivalent  to  the  naming,  it  is  hard  to  fet  a  law  therto, 
feeing  a  guilty  perfon  will  apply  to  hirafelf,  howbeit  the  Preacher  never 
thought  of  him. 

4.  No  Paftor  fliould  ufe  application,  wherein  he  has  not  refpedl  to  the 
edification  of  his  own  flock,  and  the  prefent  auditors. 

5.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  Prefljytrie  to  take  account  of  every  Pallors 
do6lrine,  that  he  keep  himfelf  within  the  bounds  of  the  Word  of  God. 

6.  In  the  Generall  AflTembly  holden  at  Montrofe,  it  was  ordained,  That 
every  Prelbytrie  fliould  feek  out  the  warrants  of  fummar  excommunication 
pro  et  contra,  and  produce  the  fame  to  be  confidered  in  the  next  General 
Afl"embly  ;  and  that  decillon  might  be  takin  therein,  according  to  the  Word 
of  God.     And  feeing  the  Commiflioners  from  Prefl)ytries  at  this  prefent 
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have  not  brought  with  them  the  faids  reafons,  it  is  bell  to  leave  this  matter 
to  the  ordinar  General  AlTembly.  In  the  meantime  the  aft  of  Montrofe 
to  be  keeped. 

7.  The  General  Affembly  has  appointed  every  oflFender  to  be  cenfured 
in  the  place  where  he  offendeth  ;  which  they  cannot  goe  by,  niG  in  caufa 
communi. 

8.  Fiat. 

9.  This  article  is  againft  the  meeting  of  Pallors  neceiFar,  as  vifitation  of 
kirks,  admiflion  of  Minillers,  concurrence  of  brethren  on  the  mod  lawfull 
errand,  as  in  taking  up  of  feeds,  refolving  of  quellions,  and  fuch  lyke  : 
Therefore,  belide  their  Seffions,  Prefbytries,  Synods  Provincial  and  Gene- 
ral, the  brethren  think  all  meetings,  for  difcharge  of  their  office,  ought  to 
be  allowed. 

10.  This  article  is  anfwered  be  an  a6l  of  the  General  AfiTembly,  which 
ftatutes,  that  the  principal  touns  fall  be  planted  with  Minillers  be  advice 
of  the  General  Affembly,  at  the  which  his  Hienes  Commiffioners  are,  and 
fliould  be  prefent. 

11.  This  article  imports  a  difcharge  of  many  points  of  our  Difcipline,  fo 
as  it  cannot  be  prefently  anfwered. 

They  gave  their  advice  be  word  to  12  and  13  articles.  C] 


Seffio  5"-    4  Martij. 

The  brethren  conveinit  being  defyrit  be  the  Kings  Commiffioners,  fent 
fra  his  Majeftie  to  that  effedl,  to  repaire  to  the  place  quher  his  Hienes  and 
Eftates  were  prefentlie  littand,  to  conferre  anent  the  forl'aids  articles,  they, 
at  his  Majellies  defyre,  reforted  to  the  Counfell  houfe  ;  and  ther,  befor  any 
farther  reafoning,  after  his  Majeftie  had  difcourlit  vpon  fick  things  as  fould 
be  proponit,  proteftit  in  maner  as  after  folio  wis : 

Sir,  Forfameikle  as  we  are  come  hither  to  teflifie  to  gour  Majeftie  our 
obedience,  and  to  heir  quhat  falbe  proponit  be  gour  Hienes  to  vs,  with  all 
reverence  we  proteft,  that  this  our  melting  be  not  efteimit  as  thoch  we  made 
ourfelves  ane  Aflemblie  with  the  Eftates,  or  get  dois  fubmitt  any  matters 
eccleliafticall,  either  concerning  do6lrine  or  difcipline,  to  this  Judicatour  : 
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But  after  we  had  conferrit  and  reafonit  with  gour  Majeftie  anent  the  arti- 
cles proponit  to  vs,  we  mull  returne  to  the  ordinary  place  of  our  Affemblie, 
ther  to  reafon,  vote,  and  refolve  in  all  thefe  points,  according  to  the  Word 
of  God  and  a  good  confcience.  And  this  our  proteflation  we  moft  humblie 
defyre  may  be  admittit  and  infert  in  gour  Majefties  Bookis  of  Counfell,  for 
efchewing  of  inconveniences  that  heirafter  may  rife. 

The  quhilk  proteftatioun  was  ratified  and  reiterat  and  confirmit  be  his 
Majeftie  ;  and  after  lang  reafoning  vpon  the  faids  articles,  the  brethren  was 
dimittit. 

[The  anfwers  as  they  were  altered,  and  are  extant  regiftred  in  the  6th 
Seflion,  here  follow.  C] 


Seflio  6^-     4  Martij. 

Anent  the  Articles  proponit  be  his  Majeftie  to  be  refolvit  and  anfuerit 
be  the  Generall  Affemblie,  the  brethren,  after  long  conference  and  mature 
deliberatioun,  concludes  and  anfuers  to  the  fame,  in  maner  and  forme  as 
after  foUoweth  : 

1.  That  it  is  laufuU  to  his  Majeftie,  be  himfelfe,  or  his  Hienes  Commif- 
fioners,  or  to  the  Paftours,  to  propone  in  a  Generall  Aftemblie,  quhatlbevir 
[poynt]  his  Majeftie  or  they  defyres  to  be  refolvit  or  to  be  reformit  in 
matters  of  externall  goverment,  alterable  according  to  circumftances ; 
provyding  it  be  done  in  right  tyuie  and  place,  animo  edificandi,  non 
tentandi. 

2.  The  Affemblie  ordaines  that  no  Minifter  fall  reprove  his  Majefties 
laws,  ftatutes,  a6ls,  and  ordinances,  vnto  the  tyme  that  firft  he  be  advyce 
of  his  Prelbitrie,  Synodall  or  Generall  Affemblies,  coraplaine  and  feik  re- 
medy of  the  fame  from  his  Majeftie,  and  report  his  Majefties  aniuer,  befor 
any  farther  proceiding. 

3.  No  mans  name  fould  be  expreft  to  his  rebuik  in  pulpitt,  except  the 
fault  be  notorious  and  publick  ;  quhilk  notoritie  is  defynit,  If  the  perfon  be 
fugitive,  convi6l  be  ane  affyfe,  excommunicat,  contumax  after  citation  or 
laufull  admonition ;  nor  get  fould  any  man  be  deibryvit  vivelie  be  any 
other  circumftances  except  publick  vyces  alwayes  damnable. 
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4.  The  brethren  finds  that  no  perfon  fould  vfe  applicatioun,  quherin  he  has 
not  a  cheife  refpefil  to  the  edifieing  of  his  awin  flock  and  prefent  auditours. 

5.  The  AGTemblie  ordaines  every  Prelbitrie  to  take  diligent  accompt  of  the 
Paftours  doctrine,  and  that  he  keip  himfelfe  within  the  bounds  of  the  Word. 

6.  The  Aflemblie  I'uperfeids  to  aniuer  to  the  6  article  to  the  nixt  AiTem- 
blie ;  and,  in  the  meane  tyme,  i'ufpends  all  fummar  excommunicatioun 
quhill  the  faid  AiTemblie. 

7-  The  7  lykewayes  is  referrit  to  the  next  AfTemblie. 

8.  Ordaines  all  fummonds  to  containe  a  fpecial  caufe  and  cryme,  and 
that  nane  be  fummound  fuper  inquirendis. 

9.  No  Conventiouns  fould  be  among  the  Paftours  without  his  Majefties 
knowledge  and  confent,  except  alwayes  thair  Seffiouns,  Prefbitries,  and 
Synods,  thair  meitings  in  vifitatioun  of  kirks,  adraiffioun  and  deprivatioun 
of  Minifters,  taking  vp  of  feids,  and  Tick  vthers  as  hes  not  bein  found  fault 
be  his  Majeftie. 

10.  In  all  principall  townes,  Minifters  fould  not  be  chofin  without  the 
confent  of  thair  awin  flock  and  his  Majeftie. 

11.  All  matters  concerning  his  Majefties  queftiouns  remanent  falbe  fuf- 
pendit,  not  damned  or  rebuiked  either  in  pulpitt  or  vthers  thair  Judica- 
tours,  quhill  firft  all  his  Hienes  queftions  be  decydit  in  the  nixt  Generall 
Aflemblie  ;  and  in  fpeciall  [no]  matters  importing  flander  fall  come  in 
before  them  in  the  mean  tyme,  quherin  his  Majefties  authorite  royall  is 
[highly]  prejudgeit,  excepting  only  ecclefiafticall  caufes. 

12.  The  Afl'emblie  hes  chofin  and  appointit  certaine  brethren  with  com- 
raiflioun  to  intreat  vpon  the  faids  queftiouns,  and  to  report  thair  advyce 
andopinioun  to  the  nixt  Generall  Afl'emblie  ;  referring  the  tyme  and  place 
of  conveining  to  his  Majeftie.  The  brethren  appointit  to  that  effiedl,  as 
foUowis :  Mrs  James  Nicolfoun,  Johne  Caldcleugh,  Andro  Clayhills, 
David  Lindfay,  Thomas  Buchannan,  James  Melvill,  Robert  Wilkie, 
William  Couper,  Johne  Couper,  Thomas  Bryfl"oun,  Robert  Rollock,  Pa- 
trick Galloway,    Johne  Duncanfone,  Robert  Hewie. 

13.  The  Afl'emblie  gives  commiflioun  to  the  Miniftrie  of  the  Prefljytries 
of  Murray  and  Aberdein  to  infift  in  conference  with  the  Erie  of  Huntlie  ; 
and  to  that  effe6l  appoints  Mrs  Andro  Milne,  Andro  Leich,  Andro  Lamb, 
George  Gladftanes  and  Johne  Ramfay,  to  concurre  and  aOift  with  them, 
and  [ordaines  them  to]  report  thair  anfuers  to  the  conditiouns  and  articles 
given  to  them  in  commiffioun  for  tryall  of  the  faid  Erie. 
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Seffio  T-     5  Martii. 

The  Articles  for  the  trial  of  the  Erie  of  Huntlie. 

Firft,  That  the  faid  Erie,  from  the  day  of  his  compeirance  befor  the  faids 
Commiirioners,  fall  make  his  conllant  and  ordinarie  relidence  in  Aberdein, 
that  he  may  be  infl:ru6lit  be  hearing  of  the  Word,  and  ordinary  conference, 
indureing  the  tyrae  appointit  for  the  fame. 

2.  That  he  be  weill  informit  with  knowledge  to  condifcend  on  the  prin- 
cipall  grounds  of  religioun  aflSrmative,  and  the  vntrueth  of  the  errours 
contrair  to  the  fame  ;  and  that  he  be  able  to  give  a  reafon  of  his  knowledge 
in  fonie  meafure. 

3.  That  he  be  brocht  to  a  plaine  acknowledging  of  the  Kirk  within  this 
countrey,  and  profeffe  hinifelfe  adjoynit  to  the  fame,  as  ane  obedient  mem- 
ber therof,  and  be  content  to  heare  the  Wor.d,  participat  the  facraments, 
and  obey  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  as  the  fame  is  prefentlie  allowit  be  the 
Kings  Majeftie  and  Eftates. 

4.  That  he  folemnlie  promife,  be  word  and  wrytin  band,  to  remove  out 
of  his  lioufe,  companie,  and  haill  bounds  vnder  his  power,  Jefuits,  Preifts, 
and  excommunicat  perfons. 

5.  That  he  aggrie  to  fweare  and  fubfcryve  the  Confeffioun  of  Faith  in 
prefence  of  the  haill  Commiflioners. 

6.  That  he  aggrie  to  fatiffie  the  Kirk  of  Aberdeine,  in  moil  humble 
manner,  for  his  apoftafie,  and  ther  renew  the  forfaids  promifes  and  bands 
in  moll  folemne  manner. 

7.  Anent  the  flaughter  of  the  Erie  of  Murray,  That  he  declare  his  greife 
and  repentance  for  the  fame,  and  promife  to  make  ane  aflythment  to  the 
pairtie,  quhen  the  lame  may  be  convenientlie  acceptit  of,  and  vtter  his 
forfaid  repentance  and  greife  therin,  at  the  tyme  of  his  publick  fatiffaclioun 
forfaid. 

8.  Forfameikle  as  be  occafioun  of  fervice  done  to  his  Majeftie  in  perfew- 
ing  the  faid  Erie  be  force  and  vtherwayes,  fundrie  in  thefe  parts  has  in- 
currit  his  difpleafure  and  deadlie  feid,  that  he  be  content  to  remove  all 
thefe  occafiouns  with  fuch  convenient  diligence  as  the  faids  Commiflioners 
fall  think  expedient. 

5x 
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9.  For  declaratioun  of  his  afFald  adjoyning  with  vs,  that  he  be  content 
at  thair  lichts,  and  advyce  of  his  beft  difpofed  freinds,  to  provyde  fufficient 
ftipends  for  his  kirks. 

10.  That  he  fall  acknowledge  his  faults,  quherfor  he  was  [jullly]  excom- 
municat,  and  efpecially  the  burning  of  Dunibirflie,  and  [his]  apoftafie. 

11.  That  he  fall  have  ane  ordinar  Minifter  refident  in  his  awin  houfe 
continually  : — 

With  power  to  thetn  to  conveine  the  22  day  of  March  inftant,  or  fooner 
if  they  can  pofliblie,  and  to  conferre  with  the  Erie  of  Huntlie,  and  refolve 
him  of  the  Articles  forfaids,  and  to  report  his  mynd  and  refolutioun  anent 
the  fame  at  the  nixt  Generall  Aflemblie,  to  be  haldin  at  Dundie  the  10 
day  of  May  nixt  to  come. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  Dame  Elizabeth  Oliphant,  Countes 
of  Angus,  making  mentioun,  That  quher  diverfe  and  frequent  futes  hes  bein 
made  be  herfelfe  and  the  remanent  freinds  of  William,  fometymes  Erie  of 
Angus,  defyrand  conference  with  certaine  of  the  Miniftrie,  for  his  farther 
refolutioun  in  the  heids  of  Chriftian  Religioun,  quhilk  hes  not  tane  fo  good 
ane  effefil  as  was  lookit  for,  be  reafon  of  certaine  impediments  quhilk  hes 
fallin  out  in  the  meanetyme  ;  requeifting,  therfor,  moft  earneilly  to  appoint 
certaine  of  the  wifeft  brethren  quher  he  maks  his  relidence,  to  conferre  and 
refolve  him  of  the  doubts  that  Hayes  [him]  from  imbraceing  of  the  true 
and  Chriftian  Religioun  publifillie  profeft  within  this  realme  :  The  Affem- 
blie  ordaines  the  Miniftrie  of  Angus  and  Mernes  to  conferre  with  the 
Erie  of  Angus  anent  lick  doubts  as  he  wald  be  refolvit  vpon  ;  and  fpeci- 
allie  to  conferre  wit||  him  anent  the  Articles  preceiding,  quhervpon  the 
Erie  of  Huntlie  is  ordainit  to  be  tryed,  exceptand  only  fick  as  concernes 
the  Erie  of  Murrayes  flaughter  ;  and  to  report  his  refolutioun  in  the  pre- 
miffes  to  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie. 


Anent  the  offers  givin  in  be  Francis,  fometymes  Erie  of  Erroll,  to  the 
Generall  Affemblie  prefentlie  conveinit  at  Perth,  beirand  as  fol- 
lowes : 

Firft,  I  offer  to  abyde  any  juft  tryall  of  the  alledgit  traffiqueing  againft 
the  religioun  prefentlie  profeft  within  this  countrey,  indureing  my  abfence 
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oflf  the  countrey,  and  to  make  all  fufficient  purg-atiouii  to  gour  Wifdomes 
•for  the  fame. 

Farther,  I  oifer  all  poffible  fecuritie  and  catioun,  in  all  tymes  coming-, 
nevir  to  trafEque  aganis  the  ftiid  religioiin,  and  that  neither  the  faid  re- 
ligioun  nor  difcipline  therof  fall  anywayes  be  hindred  be  me,  bot  have  the 
ordinar  courfe  in  my  bounds,  as  in  vther  parts  of  the  countrey. 

And  to  declare  my  willingnes  to  be  refolvit  in  the  faid  religioun,  I  am 
content  to  accept  conference  therin,  and  requyres  the  fame  at  gour  Wif- 
domes, quho  hes  the  power,  that  ge  will  appoint  ane  or  mae  of  jour  num- 
ber indifferentlie,  as  they  falbe  requyrit  of  me  in  the  parts  quher  I  prelent- 
lie  dwell,  and  hes  the  lealure  or  occafioun  to  refort  quher  I  fall  happin  to 
be,  to  conferre  with  me  vpon  the  haill  contravertit  heids,  [that  I  may  have 
inftru6lion  ;]  and  if  I  falbe  thereby  movit,  that  the  haill  number  of  that 
Synod  quher  my  relidence  is,  will  take  the  paines  to  conveine  and  meit  me 
at  fome  competent  place,  to  hear  and  teftifie  of  me.  Indureing  the  quhilk 
tynie  of  conference,  I  iall  no  wayes  refpedl  any  Jefuit,  Seminarie  Prieft,  or 
excommunicat  peri'on. 

And  if  it  fall  happin  that  I  be  refolvit  in  the  heids  of  contraverlie,  I  fall 
vnfainedlie  from  my  heart  imbrace  the  faid  religioun,  and  make  publick  con- 
feffioun  therof  in  tyme  comeing,  and  fall  make  fatiffa6lioun  for  my  defec- 
tioun  from  the  fame,  as  falbe  injoynit. 

Laftlie,  Defyris  to  be  abfolvit,  or  at  leaft  fiifpendit,  from  the  fentence  of 
excommunicatioun  indureing  the  tyme  of  my  conference  ;  fo  that  none  of 
my  freinds  that  reforts  to  me,  and  may  be  lledable  to  me  be  thair  counfell, 
either  in  the  laid  conference  or  vthers  my  leifum  aflfars,  be  troublit  be  gour 
cenfure  therfor,  bot  may  have  gour  licence  to  have  accefle  to  me,  and  I  to 
them,  in  quhatfoevir  part  of  the  countrey  I  fall  refort ;  lykeas  I  have  ob- 
tainit  his  Majefties  licence  and  charge  to  gour  Wifdomes  to  give  me  con- 
ference ;  quhilk  it  may  pleafe  gou  receive,  and  doe  accordingly  as  ge  wold 
give  me  argument  of  gour  good  intentioun  towards  my  converfion  ;  quherof 
I  doubt  not :  and  for  the  performing  of  the  premiffes  fall  find  catioun  and 
fovertie. 

The  Affemblie  ordaines  the  Miniftrie  of  Murray  and  Aberdeine,  with 
the  fyve  Minillers  adjoynit  to  them,  for  conference  with  the  Erie  of 
Huntlie,  to  treat  lykewayes  with  the  [Erie  of]  ErroU  anent  the  premiffes, 
and  to  report  to  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie  quhat  refolutioun  they  find  in 
him  concerning  the  Articles  conteinit  in  thair  commiffioun  dire6t  for  the 
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tryall  of  the  Erie  of  Huntlie ;  exceptand  alwayes  fick  articles  as  concerns  the 
flaughter  of  the  Erie  of  Murray. 

Farther,  The  Aflemblie  ordaines  thefe  Commiirioners  grantit  for  con- 
ference with  the  faids  Erles  of  Angus,  Huntlie,  and  Erroll,  to  be  extendit 
to  the  Lairds  of  Newtoun  and  Bonytoune,  in  cace  they  offer  themfelves  to 
fatiffie  the  Kirk. 

Attour,  If  it  fall  happin  the  faid  excommunicat  perfons,  or  any  of  them, 
to  refort  or  repare  to  any  vther  part  within  this  realme,  the  Generall  Ai- 
lemblie  gives  full  power  and  coraniiflioun  to  the  Miniflrie  of  the  Prefbitries 
quher  they  fall  chance  to  refort,  to  treat  and  conferre  with  them  anent  the 
heids  and  articles  above  wrytin. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  Mr  Johne  Rutherfuird,  defyreing 
the  proces  of  his  deprivatioun  led  be  the  Prefbitrie  of  San6l  Androes  to  be 
produceit,  fein,  and  confidderit  be  the  AlTemblie  :  The  AfTemblie  ordaines 
the  faid  Prefbitrie  to  produce  the  faid  procefs  at  the  nixt  Generall  AfTem- 
blie, and  ther  to  anfuer  to  the  faid  Mr  Johne  his  complaint  givin  in  againfl 
them. 


Certaine  Petitiouns  given  in  be  the  Miniflrie  prefentlie  conveinit,  [ta 
be  prefented]  to  the  Kings  Majeftie. 

It  is  humblie  craveit  be  this  prefent  AfTemblie,  that  gour  Majeflie,  with 
advyce  of  the  Eflates  prefentlie  conveinit,  confiddering  how  it  hes  pleafed 
God  to  give  a  good  fucceffe  to  this  prefent  Conventioun,  and  that  all 
things  concludit  herein  tends  to  the  peace  and  quyetnes  of  the  haill  Eflate 
of  this  countrey,  and  the  diflappointing  of  the  expe6latioun  of  the  adver- 
faries,  will,  with  advyce  forfaids,  publifli  be  opin  proclamationn  the  good 
fucceffe  of  this  prefent  Conventioun,  together  with  a  declaratioun  of  gour 
Majeflies  intentioun,  vtterit  be  gourfelfe  at  this  tyme  in  prefence  of  gour 
Eflates,  declaring  gour  good  will  to  mantaine  the  true  religioun  prefentlie 
profefl  within  gour  countrey,  the  difcipline  adjoynit  therto,  and  the  Minif- 
ters  to  quhom  the  charge  of  the  fame  is  coniittit  ;  and  to  declare  that  gour 
Majeflies  will  is,  that  quhatfoevir  law,  a6t,  or  proclamatioun  hes  bein  made, 
prejudiciall  to  the  fame,  falbe  efleimit  contrair  to  gour  Majeflies  meaning, 
and  to  have  no  force  nor  eflPedl  in  no  tyme  heirafter ;  and  that  nane  of 
gour  fubie6ls  pretend,   be  any  colour  therof,   to  trouble  any  of  the  faids 
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Minifters,  but  that  they  wilbe  vnder  goiir  Majefties  prote6lioun ;  and  that 
he  will  efteime  the  contraveiners,  troublers  of  gour  eftate,  and  punifh  them 
accordinglie. 

2.  That  all  Papifts,  Jefuits,  and  excoramunicats  remaining-  within  this 
countrey,  be  chargeit  to  paffe  afF  the  fame,  betiiixt  and  the  firft  of  May  nixt 
to  come,  or  els  to  fatiffie  the  Kirk  :  and  if  they  doe  not  the  fame  befor 
the  day  appointit,  that  Sheriffis  in  fhyres,  Provells  and  Bailgies  in  townes, 
be  commandit  to  apprehend  and  prefent  them  before  his  Majeftie  and 
Counfell,  to  be  punifchit  according  to  the  law  ;  and  if  they  be  negligent  in 
apprehending  them,  that  commifTioun  be  givin  to  certaine  moft  zealous  and 
willing  perfons  to  doe  the  fame. 

3.  That  it  may  pleafe  gour  Majeftie,  according  to  gour  accuftomit  cle- 
mencie,  to  relaxe  prefentlie  the  Minifters  of  Edinburgh  from  the  home, 
and  fufifer  them  [peaceablie]  to  returne  and  remaine  within  this  reahne ; 
as  alfo  to  releive  and  fett  at  friedome  fick  gentlemen  and  profeffours  of  re- 
ligioun  as  now  are  vnder  challenge,  feeing  gour  Majeftie  knowis  that  the 
love  to  religioun  movit  them  to  thel'e  things  quherwith  they  are  now 
burdenit. 

4.  That  feeing  that  Edenburgh  has  that  honour  to  be  cheife  burgh  in 
this  countrey,  and  that  place  quhcrin  religioun,  fmce  the  beginning,  hes 
bein  moft  flourifliing,  and  now  are  both  deftitute  of  thair  awin  Minifters, 
and  ficklyke  callit,  from  tyme  to  tyme,  before  gour  Majeftie,  quhilk  is  no 
fmall  greife  to  thair  hearts,  in  refpe6l  that  gour  Majeftie  knowes  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  haill  towne  are  moft  willing  to  give  gour  Majeftie  all  obe- 
dience, and  to  hazard  lyfe  and  fubftance  for  gour  Majefties  ftanding,  That 
it  may  pleafe  gour  Majeftie  favourablie  to  deale  with  them  according  to 
gour  accuftomit  gentlenes,  that  it  may  appeir  that  gour  Majeftie  is  more 
inclynit  to  fliew  favour  to  men  that  meanes  [uprightlie]  to  gour  Hienes 
then  to  Papifts.  We  are  movit  to  crave  the  fame,  that  all  gour  fubiefts  may 
fie  a  generall  aggriement. 

5.  That  it  may  pleafe  gour  Majeftie,  feeing  Mr  David  Black  hes  obeyit 
fick  things  as  was  injoynit  to  him,  to  give  him  libertie  to  returne  to  his 
flock  ;   and  ficklyk  to  Mr  John  Welch  and  to  Mr  John  Hewifone. 

6.  Becaufe  diverl'e  complaints  of  hurting  and  mutilating  of  Minifters  are 
givin  in  before  vs,  namely 

We  moft  humblie   crave   that  gour  Majeftie  wald   take  fome  fubftantiall 
ordour  for  punifliing  the  offenders  in  example  of  all  vthers  heirafter. 
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7.  That  provifion  be  made  for  planting  of  kirks,  and  that  the  augmenta- 
tiouns  and  planting  of  new  kirks,  made  in  anno  1595,  be  allowit. 

Follows  his  Majefties  Anfwers  to  the  faid  [Petitions  and]  Articles. 

The  firft  article  is  grantit  in  fubftance. 

The  fecond  is  alfo  grantit. 

As  to  the  third,  [and  firft  part  thereof,]  concerning  the  Minifters  of 
Edenburgh,  They  are  ordained  to  be  relaxit  vpon  cautioun  to  be  found  be 
them  to  the  Juftice  Clerk,  that  they  fall  vnderly  the  law.  As  to  the  gen- 
tlemen for  quhom  the  Affemblie  makes  requeift.  His  Majeftie  thinks  good 
that  they,  be  the  mediation  of  thair  freinds,  be  futers  for  themfelves. 

And  as  to  the  fourth,  touching  the  towne  of  Edenburgh,  His  Majeftie 
mynds  no  wayes  to  trouble  innocent  men,  bot  fick  only  as  are  guiltie,  and 
mynds  (hortlie  to  be  at  point  with  them. 

Twitching  the  invafioun  of  the  Minifters,  a  Commiffioun  is  [ordainit 
to  be]  dire6lit  for  calling  and  punifliing  the  offenders. 

Concerning  the  laft  article,  his  Majeftie  ordaines  the  Treafurer,  Mr 
James  Elphingftoun,  the  Clerk  Regifter,  Mr  Johne  Preftoun,  and  Mr 
Edward  Bruce,  to  take  ordour,  afweill  for  the  planting  of  kirks,  as  with 
the  augmentatiouns  quhilk  were  grantit  anno  1595. 
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[The  Kings  Preface  to  the  reader  before  the  printed  Queftions,  de- 
claring what  was  his  intention  in  moving  of  fo  many  queftions  anent 
the  Difcipline.     The  tenor  whereof  followeth. 

To  the  Reader. 

For  as  much  as  it  is  one  of  the  principal  points  of  the  office  of  a  Chrif- 
tian  King  to  fee  God  rightly  honoured  in  his  land  ;  for  eflfedluating  whereof 
it  is  neceffar,  that  the  Spiritual  office  bearers  in  the  Kirk  not  only  teach 
found  dodlrine,  concerning  the  points  of  falvation  ;  but  lykways  obferve 
a  comely  order  in  the  Spiritual  Policy  agreeing  with  the  Word  of  God, 
the  loveable  cuftome  of  the  primitive  Kirk,  and  with  the  lawes  of  the 
countrey,  and  nature  of  the  people,  for  repreiling  the  vices,  whereto  they 
are  chiefly  inclined,  as  baft  may  ferve  to  eftablifh  and  maintain  the  purity 
of  religion  :  Therefore  it  becomes  every  Chriftian  King,  as  fathers,  nour- 
ifliers  of  the  Kirk  within  their  dominions,  and  revengers  of  the  breaches 
of  both  the  tables,  to  ftrengthen  and  affift,  be  the  concurrence  of  their  civil 
fword,  the  faid  Spiritual  office  bearers  in  the  due  execution  of  their  calling  : 
and,  on  the  other  part,  to  compell  them  to  exercife  faithfully  their  office,  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  prefcribed  to  them  be  the  Word  of  God ;  not  iiiffering 
them  to  tranfgrefs  the  limits  thereof  in  any  I'ort :  Wee,  therefore,  having 
had  due  confideration  hereof,  and  perceiving  not  only  a  great  liberty  ufed  in 
application  of  the  dodlrine  within  our  countrey,  without  any  clear  warrant 
of  the  Scripture  as  yet  alledged,  for  proving  of  the  fame  ;  as  alfo  a  great  ob- 
fcurity  in  divers  points  of  Difcipline  and  Policy  of  the  Kirk  ;  novelties  daily 
creeping  in  ;  the  lawful  authorities  and  warrants  thereof  not  being  as  yet 
made  manifeft  ;  have  thought,  comely  following  the  loveable  exemple  of 
Chriftian  Emperours  of  the  primitive  Kirk,  to  conveen  and  affemble  a  Na- 
tional Council,  as  well  of  the  Miniftry,  as  of  our  Eftates,  and  of  all  forts 
of  men  of  deepeft  learning  and  greateft  fincerity  in  religion  ;  to  be  holden 
and  to  beginne  to  lit  in  our  burgh  of  Perth  the  laft  of  Februar  next  to 
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come  ;  gravely  to  treat,  reafon,  confult,  and  determine,  (according  to  the 
Word  of  God,  as  the  only  rule,)  upon  the  clearing  and  diftinguilhing  of 
the  Spiritual  Jurifdidlion,  as  well  in  the  application  of  do6lrine,  as  in  the 
whole  Policie  and  Government  of  the  Houfe  of  God.  And  to  the  effedl 
that  all  men  may  come  the  better  prepared  to  the  faid  Convention,  being 
duely  forewarned,  and  advifed  with  the  matters  that  then  are  to  be  traited 
on.  Wee  have  thought  good  to  fet  doun  certain  Articles  thereof,  in  form 
of  Queftions,  as  hereafter  foUoweth  ;  taking  God,  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts, 
to  record,  that  our  intention  in  this,  is  no  wayes  to  trouble  the  rell  and 
peace  of  the  Kirk  by  thorny  queftions,  or  to  claim  any  tyrannical  and  un- 
lawful government  over  the  lame,  but  only  to  fee  all  fuch  troublefome 
queftions  folved  at  this  tyme  ;  which,  if  they  ftill  remained  in  doubt,  might, 
either  in  our  time,  or  in  the  time  of  our  fucceflbrs,  bread  flanderous  de- 
bates :  and  that  the  Policy  of  the  Kirk  be  fo  cleared,  as  all  corruptions  may 
be  weeded  out  of  the  fame,  and  none  fuffered  hereafter  to  creep  in  ;  that 
thereby  the  glory  of  God  may  be  advanced,  all  grounds  of  farther  Quef- 
tions betwixt  us  and  the  Miniftry  maybe  removed,  and  a  pleafant  harmony 
and  mutual  concurrence  between  us  may  be  eftabliflied,  to  the  great  comfort 
of  all  good  men,  and  terrour  of  the  wicked.     C] 

[The  Queftiouns  proponed  be  the  King,  to  be  refolved  at  the  Con- 
ventioun  of  the  Eftaits  and  Generall  Affemblie,  appointed  to  be  at 
brouche  of  Perthe,  the  laft  of  Februar. 

Q.  1.  May  nocht  the  maters  of  the  externall  gubernation  of  the  Kirk  be 
difputed,  falua  fide  et  religione. 

Q.  2.  Is  it  the  King  feueralie,  or  the  paftorfeueralie,  or  bathe  coniundl- 
lie,  that  fould  eftablifhe  the  A6tes  anent  the  externall  gouernment  of  the 
Kirk,  or  what  is  the  form  of  thair  coniun6lion  to  mak  lawes. 

Q.  3.  Is  nocht  the  conlent  of  the  maift  part  of  the  flock,  and  alio  of  the 
Patron,  neceffar  in  the  eledlioun  of  the  Paftors. 

Q.  4.  Is  it  laufuU  for  the  Paftor  to  leaue  his  flock  againft  thair  willes, 
albeit  he  haue  the  confent  of  the  Prelbyterie  ;  and  for  what  caufe  ibuld  the 
Prelbyterie  confent  therto. 

Q.  5.  Is  it  lawfull  for  a  Minifter  to  vfe  farder  applicatioun  nor  that 
quhilk  may  edifie  his  awin  flock  ;  or  is  the  baill  warld  the  flock  of  euerie 
particular  Paftor. 
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Q.  fi.  Is  he  a  laufuU  Paftor,  who  wants  impofitionem  manuum. 

Q.  7-  Is  it  laufull  to  Paftors  to  exprefs  particular  mens  names,  Coun- 
fallis,  or  Magiftrats  in  pulpit,  or  fo  viulie  to  defcryue  tham,  that  the  peiple 
may  vnderftand  whom  be  they  mein,  without  notorius  declarit  vices  and 
priuat  admonitions  preceiding. 

Q.  8.  For  quhilk  vyces  Ibuld  admonitiones  and  reprouing-  of  Magiftrats 
pas  publi6llie  from  pulpits  in  their  abfence  or  prefence,  refpedliue. 

Q.  9.  Is  the  application  of  dodlrine  in  pulpits  lauchfull  quhilk  is  foundit 
vpon  informatiouns,  bruits,  and  rumors,  fufpitions,  conditions  gif  this  be 
and  that  be,  probabilities,  liklines  or  vnliklines  in  things  to  come  in  ciuill 
maters,  quhilk  all  may  be  fals,  and  confequentlie  the  dodlrine  following 
thervpon ;  or  fould  all  applicatioun  be  vpon  the  veritie  of  knawin  and 
notorius  vyces, 

Q.  10.  Is  the  text,  quhilk  is  read  in  the  pulpits,  the  groiuad  wherupon 
all  the  do6lrine  fould  be  buildit,  or  may  all  things  be  fpokin  vpon  all  texts, 
fo  that  the  reiding  therof  is  bot  a  ceremonie. 

Q.  11.  May  a  fimple  Pallor  exerceife  anie  iurifdidlioun  but  confent  of 
the  maift  part  of  his  particular  feflioun. 

Q.  12.  Is  nocht  his  fedioun  iudge  to  his  do6lrine. 

Q.  13.  Sould  nocht  the  Moderator  of  the  Sellion  be  cholin  yierlie  of 
anie  who  has  vot  therin. 

Q.  14.  May  the  Seflioun  be  laufullie  elected  by  Minifters  onlie,  but  the 
confent  of  the  haill  congregatioun. 

Q.  15.  Why  fould  nocht  Eldars  and  Deacones  of  ilk  particular  Seffioun 
be  ele6led  ad  vitam. 

Q.  16.  How  manie  Prefbyteries  is  meit  to  be  in  the  haill  countrie,  in 
what  places,  and  whow  manie  Pallors  of  Kirk  in  ilk  Prelbyterie. 

Q.  17.  Sould  nocht  the  Eldars  and  Deacons  of  ilk  particular  Seflioun, 
haue  vot  in  the  Prefbyteries,  or  the  Pallors  only. 

Q.  18.  What  is  the  maters  of  the  iurifdiftion  of  the  Prelbyterie,  quhilk 
may  nocht  be  intreated  in  particular  Seflions. 

Q.  19.  What  form  of  procefs  in  libelling  and  citation,  termes  and  dyattes, 
probation  and  pronuncing  of  the  fentence,  fould  be  vlit  befor  the  particular 
Seffiouns  and  Prefbyteries  refpedliue. 

Q.  20.  What  maters  fould  the  Synod  intreat  vpon,  quhilk  may  nocht  be 
decydit  in  the  Prefbyteries. 

5  Y 
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Q.  21.  Sould  noclit  all  wha  hes  vot  iq  the  Prefbyteries,  and  als  in  the 
particular  Seffions,  have  vot  in  the  Synodall  AjOTenablies. 

Q.  22.  Sould  ilk  Vniuerfitie  or  ilk  Collage,  or  ilk  Matter  or  Regent 
within  ilk  Collage,  haue  vot  in  the  Prelbyteries  or  Synodals  in  the  towns 
or  countries  whar  they  ar ;  and  fie  lyk,  what  form  of  vot  fould  they  haue 
in  the  Generall  Affemblies. 

Q.  23.  Is  it  lefuiu  to  conuocat  the  Generall  Affemblie  by  his  Maiefties 
licence,  he  being  pius  et  Chriilianus  Magiftratus. 

Q.  24.  Is  it  neceflar  that  the  Generall  Affemblie  be  ordinar,  or  onlie 
extraordinarlie  conuened  for  waightie  cauffes  concerning  the  Kirk. 

Q.  25.  Hes  nocht  all  men  of  guid  lerning  and  religion  vot  in  the  Gene- 
rall Affembly. 

Q.  20.  Is  ilk  particular  Pallor  oblefit  to  repear  to  the  Generall  Affem- 
blie, or  is  it  fuflScient  that  onlie  Commiffioners  com  fra  ilk  particular  Sef- 
lioun,  Prefbyterie,  or  Synodall. 

Q.  27.  Wha  fould  chufe  the  Coramiffionars  to  cum  fra  ilk  fchyre  to  vot 
in  the  Generall  Affemblie. 

Q.  28.  Quhat  is  the  number  of  votters  neceffar  to  the  lawfulnes  of  the 
Generall  Affemblie,  and  whow  manie  of  the  haill  number  fould  be  Paftors, 
and  how  manie  vther  men. 

Q.  29.  May  anie  thing  be  a6led  in  the  Affemblie  to  the  quhilk  his  Mu- 
ieftie  confents  nocht. 

Q.  30.  Is  it  nocht  expedient  that  the  twa  part  of  them,  wha  has  ius  fuf- 
fragii,  fould  confent  to  anie  thing  decernit  in  eccleffiafticall  iudgment,  that 
matters  pas  nocht  be  a  vot  ma  or  les. 

Q.  31.  Hes  nocht  ilk  Iudgment  inferior  to  the  Generall  Affemblie  an 
territor  limitat,  outwith  the  quhilk  they  haue  no  powar  of  citation  or  iurif- 
di6lion. 

Q.  32.  What  is  the  ordinar  ecclefiafticall  Iudgment  to  the  difcipline  of 
his  Maiefties  houfhold  and  Counfall,  remouable  with  his  Maieftie  to  anie 
part  of  the  realme. 

Q.  33.  Sould  thair  be  libellit  precepts  conteining  the  caufe  of  the  cita- 
tion and  certificatioun  of  the  cenfures  befor  all  ecclefiafticall  ludgments,  or 
onlie  till  anfwer  fuper  inquirendis. 

Q.  34.  Hes  the  inferior  Iudgment  powar  to  fummond  to  compeir  befor 
anie  fuperior  Judgment,  or  fould  men  be  fummoned  onlie  be  the  authoritie 
of  that  Iudgment  befor  quhilk  they  fould  compeir. 
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Q.  35.  Is  it  nocht  neceflixr  that  priuat  admonitionnes,  with  reafonable 
interualles  of  tym,  pas  befor  all  maner  of  citationnes. 

Q.  36.  What  interualles  of  tym  is  neceffar  betwix  priuat  admonitioun, 
and  betwix  the  laft^admonition  and  the  firft  citation,  and  betwix  the  citation 
and  the  day  of  compeirance  befor  ilk  an  of  the  faid  judgments. 

Q.  37.  Whow  manie  citatiounes  fould  infer  contumacie. 

Q.  38.  Is  liniple  contumacie,  but  probation  of  a  cryme,  or  is  anie  cryme 
but  contumacie,  fufficient  caufe  of  excommunication. 

Q.  39.  Is  ther  nocht  diuers  kynds  of  cenfures,  lie  as  prohibitio  priuati 
convi(Slus,  interdidlio  a  cnena,  nocht  publiflied  to  the  peiple  ;  and  lafl;  of  all, 
publica  traditio  Satanae. 

Q.  40.  Sould  the  Prelbyteries  be  iudges  of  all  things  that  imports  iklan- 
der  ;  and  gif  fa  be,  wharof  are  they  nocht  iudges. 

Q.  41.  Can  excommunication  be  vfed  againll  theiffis,  murderars,  vfurars, 
or  nocht  peyars  of  thair  dettes ;  and  if  fa  it  may  be,  why  ar  nocht  all 
Bordour  and  Hieland  theiffis  curled  ;  as  als  all  the  manfwering  merchants 
and  occurrars  amongs  the  burro  wes. 

Q.  42.  Is  ther  any  appellation  fra  the  inferiour  to  the  fuperior  iudg- 
ment ;  and  is  nocht  the  fentence  fufpendit  during  the  appellation. 

Q.  43.  Sould  nocht  all  procefs  and  a6les  be  extra6led  to  parties  hauand 
intereft. 

Q.  44.  Is  fummar  excommunication  lauchfull  in  anie  cace,  but  admoni- 
tiounes  and  citationnes  preceiding. 

Q.  45.  Hes  anie  vther  nor  the  Pallors  of  the  Kirk  vott  in  excommuni- 
cation. 

Q.  46.  Hes  ilk  eccleliallicall  ludgment  a  lik  power  to  excommunicat. 

Q.  47.  Is  it  lawfuU  till  excommunicat  lik  Papifls  as  profeflit  neuer  our 
religion. 

Q.  48.  A  woman  being  excommunicat,  hauing  a  faithfull  houlband 
therefter,  fould  he  abftein  from  hir  companie. 

Q.  49.  Is  it  nocht  reafonable,  that  befor  anie  letters  of  horning  be 
granted  be  the  SelTionvpon  the  procefs  of  excommunication,  that  the  partie 
fould  be  fummoned  to  heir  tham  granted. 

Q.  50.  Hes  nocht  a  Chriftian  King  powar  to  annull  an  notorius  iniufl 
fentence  of  excommunication. 

Q.  51.  May  anie  Counfall  or  Vniuerfitie  be  excommunicat,  for  what 
caufe,  whom  be,  and  maner  therof. 
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Q.  52.  When  the  Paflors  does  nocht  thair  dewtie,  or  when  a  iurifdic- 
tion  vfurpes  aboue  an  vther,  or  anie  vther  I'chiftne  falles  out,  fould  nocht  a 
Chriftian  King  mend  fie  diforders. 

Q.  53.  May  faftes,  for  generall  caufes,  be  proclamed  be  a  Chriftian 
Prince  command. 

Q.  54.  May  onie  ecclefiafticall  Judgment  compell  a  man  to  iwear  in  iuara 
turpitudinem. 

Q.  55.  Sould  ther  onie  thing  be  intreated  in  the  ecclefiafticall  Judgment, 
preiudiciall  to  the  ciuill  iurildidlion  or  priuat  mens  rights  ;  and  may  nocht 
the  ciuill  Magiftrat  lauchfullie  day  all  Cc  procedings.  [C.  &  Melvill's 
Diary.] 


[Inftru6lions  givin  be  the  Synod  of  the  Prouince  of  Fyfi' to  the  Com- 
milTionars,  to  be  chofine  by  euerie  Prelbyterie  within  the  faid  Synod, 
to  go  to  the  Conventioun  appointed  be  his  Maieftie  at  Perth  :  The 
quhilk  the  faid  Synod  ordeanit  tham  and  euerie  an  of  tham  preceiflie 
to  keipe. 

Firft,  Yie  lall  fcliaw  that  yie  are  com  for  obedience  to  his  Maieftie,  and 
nocht  for  that  yie  acknawlage  that  to  be  a  lawfull  Generall  AflTeniblie,  be 
reafone  it  was  nocht  appointed  be  the  laft  Generall,  nor  convocat  be  the 
advys  of  the  Commilfionars  of  the  laft  Generall  Affemblie,  as  hes  bein  the 
])ra6life  of  the  Kirk  at  all  tymes  befor  within  this  realme,  warranted  be  the 
Word  of  God  and  lawes  of  the  countrey. 

Item,  Yie  fall  fi:;haw  that  yie  may  nocht  condifend  in  anie  wayes  to  the 
reafoning  or  putting  in  queftioun  the  maters  of  the  Polecie  of  the  Kirk  ; 
becaufe  the  General!  Kirk  of  this  realme,  to  quhilk  yie  ar  fubieiSl,  hes 
alreadie  determined  the  faming  ;  quhilk  determinatioun  yie  haue  alio  fub- 
fcryvit  vnto,  and  nan  may  call  the  fara  indout,  and  put  tham  in  reafoning, 
but  a  Generall  Affemblie  :  Therfor  yie  fall  defyre  his  Maieftie,  in  all  hu- 
militie,  for  continuation  of  the  reaffoning  to  the  ordinar  affigned  Generall 
Affemblie,  to  be  haldin  at  San6l  Androus  the  xxvj  of  Apryll  nixtocome. 

Item,  Gif  na  continuatioun  can  be  obteined,  and  yie  ar  vrged  to  pro- 
ceide,  yie  fall  proteft  for  the  liberties  of  the  Kirk,  and  planlie  difalTenting, 
keipe  yourfelffs  frie  of  euerie  thing  that  I'albe  done  theranent. 

Item,  Becaufe  the  Conventioun  is  appointed  be  his  Maieftie  onlie  for  the 
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queftionnes,  yie  fall  noclit  mell  in  anie  maner  of  Avay  -withe  the  receaving 
of  Hountlie  or  vther  excoramunicats,  or  anie  vther  thing-  remitted  from 
Synodal!,  or  Prefbyteries,  or  properlie  belanging  to  a  Generall  Affemblie. 
Item,  In  cais  the  brethring  amang  tliamfelues,  or  his  Maieftie,  or  anie 
of  his  Counfall,  enter  in  reafoning  with  yow,  or  anie  of  yow  in  privat,  that 
ye  hauld  faft  be  thir  generall  grounds, 

1.  That  the  haill  externall  government  of  the  Kirk  mon  be  tean  out  of 
the  Word  of  God. 

2.  That  the  ordinar  Pallors  and  DocSlors  of  the  Kirk  mon  fchaw  the 
will  of  God  out  of  his  Word  ;  and  that  onlie  to  be  followed. 

3.  That  the  Pallors  and  Do6lors  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  hes,  with  lang 
and  graue  deliberatioun,  fett  down  and  conflitut  the  haill  externall  difci- 
pline  and  government  of  the  Kirk  ;  according  to  the  quhilk  it  hes  bein  thir 
manie  yeirs  fa  happelie  governit  and  rewlit,  that  na  herefie,  fchifme,  or 
dilTentioun  hes  haid  place  therin  vnto  this  houre  ;  and  that  ther  is  nan 
beiring  office  in  the  Kirk,  who  calles  the  fam  in  dout.  It  wald,  therfor, 
pleis  his  Maieftie  nocht  to  fuffer  the  rair  and  maid  peaceable  and  decent 
conftitutioun  therof  to  be  difturbit  be  exagitating  of  fruidlles  queftionnes, 
namlle  at  this  tyme,  quhen  Papifts  preaffe.s,  be  that  mean  of  difputatioun 
namlie,  to  brangle  and  pervert  all. 

Item,  Yie  fall  trauell  with  the  Minifters,  Barronnes,  and  Noblemen, 
that  fall  happin  thair  to  be  conveinit,  that  an  vniform  fupplicatioun  may  be 
maid  and  gift'en  in  for  reftoring  of  the  Minifters  of  Edinburche,  and  Mr 
Dauid  Blak  again  to  thair  flockes  ;  and  behave  yourfelves  heirin,  in  the  feir 
of  God  and  lone  of  Chryft  and  his  kingdom,  faithfullie  and  providentlie, 
with  all  dewtifuU  reuerence  to  the  Kings  Maieftie.  [C.  &  Melvill's  Diary.] 

[The  Preibytrie  of  Edinburgh  being  in  jealoufy  lykways  of  the  Kings 
proceedings,  limited  their  CommilTioners  in  forme,  as  foUoweth. 

The  form  of  Commillion  givin  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Prefbytrie 
of  Edinburgh. 

For  as  much  as  his  Majeftie  has  appointed  a  Generall  Aflembly  of  the 
Miniftry  to  conveen  at  Perth,  the  laft  of  Februar  inftant ;  and  to  that  effedl, 
his  Hienes  has  dire6led  letters  miflives  to  divers  Prefljytrics  within  this 
realme  ;  and  among  others  to  the  brethren  of  the  Prefl)ytrie  of  Edinburgh, 
willing  and  defiring  them  to  addrefs  two  or  three  of  the  wifeft  and   moft 
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difcreet  brethren  of  their  number  to  the  faid  AQ'embly,  againft  the  faid  day 
and  place,  inftru6led  with  conimiflion,  and  their  bell  advyce  and  opinion 
in  matters  touching-  the  Policy  of  the  Kirk,  as  the  fame  bears  :  The  bre- 
thren, therefore,  of  the  faid  Prelbytrie,  to  witnefs  their  humble  obedience 
to  his  Majeftie  as  to  their  Soveraig-n,  have  direfted,  lykeas  be  thefe  pre- 
fents  dire6l,  their  well  beloved  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway, 
John  Duncanfon,  Minifters,  with  power  to  them  to  conveen  and  affemble 
themfelves  with  the  Conimiffioners  of  other  Prefbyteries,  that  fliall  happen 
there  to  be  conveened,  to  hear  and  fee  what  fall  be  proponed  anent  the 
treating  of  the  diiference  of  the  Civil  and  Eccleliaftical  Judgements,  and 
matters  concerning  the  Policy  of  the  Kirk,  and  external  government  there- 
of, and  to  report  to  them  ;  but  no  wife  to  proceed  in  reafoning,  voting,  or 
concluding  any  thing,  which  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  Conllitutions  of  the 
General  Kirk,  anent  the  faid  matters  ;  and  to  deal  therein  according  to 
the  inilrudlions  given  in  write,  and  no  otherwife.  To  all  which  wee  give 
the  brethren  foiefaid  our  power  and  commiflion,  promiling  to  hold  firm 
and  liable  &c. 

Subfcribed  be  the  Clerk  of  the  Prelbytrie. 

Inilrudlions  to  the  Brethren. 

1.  Ye  fliall  fliew,  that  ye  are  come  for  obedience  to  his  Majeftie,  and 
not  for  that  ye  acknowledge  this  to  be  a  lawfull  Affembly,  be  realbn  it  is 
not  appointed  be  the  laft  General,  nor  conveened  be  the  Commillioners  of 
the  laft  General  Affembly,  as  has  been  the  pradlife  of  the  Kirk,  at  all 
tymes  before,  in  this  country. 

2.  Ye  lliall  fliew,  that  ye  may  not  condefcend  any  way  to  the  reafoning 
of  the  matters  of  the  Policy,  becaufe  the  General  Aflembly,  to  which  ye 
are  fubjeiSl,  has  already  determined  the  fame  ;  which  determinations  ye 
have  alfo  fubfcribed  unto  ;  and  none  may  call  the  fame  in  doubt,  or  put 
them  in  reafoning,  but  the  General  itfelf :  Therefore  ye  fliall  delire  his 
Majeftie,  in  all  humility,  for  a  continuation  of  the  reafoning  till  the  ordi- 
nary AlTembly,  which  is  to  be  in  Sandt  Andrews,  in  the  month  of  Aprile 
next  to  come. 

3.  If  no  continuation  can  be  had,  and  ye  be  urged  to  proceed,  ye  fliall 
proteft  for  the  liberties  of  the  Kirk,  and  keep  youiTelves  always  free  of 
every  thing,  that  ftiall  be  done  thereanent. 
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4.  Becaul'e  this  Affemblj-  is  conveened  be  his  Majeftie,  only  for  thir 
differences,  ye  Ihall  not  medle  in  any  manner  with  Huntlies  receiving,  or 
any  other  thing-  properly  pertaining  to  the  General. 

5.  Laft,  Ye  Ihall  travel  with  the  Miniftrie,  Barons,  and  Noblemen,  that 
fliall  happen  there  to  be  conveened,  that  an  uniforme  iupplication  may  be 
made  for  reftoring  the  Minifters  of  E^linburgh  to  their  flocks  ;  and  to 
behave  yourlelves  herein  prudently,  as  accords.     C] 
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[Upon  the  27  of  Aprile,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Moderator  of  the  laft  Gene- 
rall  Aflembly  ordinar,  went  to  San6l  Andrews  of  purpofe  to  keep  the  dyet 
appointed  be  the  laft  Generall.  Few  or  none  conveened,  but  fome  few 
Commiffioners  out  of  Lothian,  Perth,  Stirline,  and  out  of  the  Synod  of 
Fife.  They  conveened  in  the  New  College  School,  the  place  appointed 
for  the  faid  Affembly.  After  in  calling  on  the  name  of  God,  and  humble 
confeflion  of  the  fins  which  had  procured  that  defolation,  craved  mercy, 
and  fenced  the  Affembly.  Notes  and  documents  of  proteftation  were 
taken  for  the  liberty  of  the  Kirk.  All  fummonds,  references,  appellations 
were  continued  till  the  Affembly  following.  The  exhortation  of  the  Mo- 
derator was  lykeways  continued  to  that  day.     C] 
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A.D.  MD.XCVII. 


The  Generall  Affemblie,   balden  at  Dundie  the  10  day  of  May  1597j 
in  the  Litle  Kirk. 


Seffio  !"• 

Exhortation  beand  made  be  Mr  Robert  Pont,  laft  Moderatour,  the  bre- 
thren appointit  on  the  leits  Mrs  Nicoll  Dalgleifli,  James  Melvill,  Patrick 
Siuifone,  Patrick  Sharp,  Thomas  Buchannan,  Johne  Porterfeild,  Robert 
Rollock,  James  Balfour,  David  Fergufone,  and  David  Lindfay  :  be  plu- 
ralitie  of  vottis  Mr  Robert  Rollock  was  ele6ted  Moderatour  hac  vice. 


Seffio  2"- 

Mr  Thomas  Nicolfone,  and  Johne  Williamfone,  Writer,  beand  put  on 
leits  for  the  Clerkfliip,  vaikand  be  the  deceis  of  Mr  James  Ritchie ;  be 
pluralitie  of  votis,  Mr  Thomas  Nicolfone,  Advocat,  was  chofin,  fworne, 
and  admittit. 


Seffio  3a- 

[Alfo  it  was  ordainit,  That  at  the  penning  of  every  A61,  there  fliould  be 
certain  difcreit  and  wife  brethren,  with  the  Clerk,  to  fee  the  A6ls  formed; 

5  z 
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of  which  number  were  Mr  James  Melvil  and  Mr  James  Nicolfon  ;  but 
when  Mr  James  Melvil  came  to  attend,  they  were  commanded  to  come  to 
the  King  with  the  minuts :     So  he  got  not  accefs  again. 

It  was  alfo  ordained,  That  all  the  A6ls  flioiild  be  read  in  audience  of 
the  haill  Aflemblie,  before  the  diiTolving  of  the  fame  ;  and  therafter  to  be 
inbookit  and  regiftrat.     C.  &  B.] 

[It  was  fliewed  to  the  Aflembly,  how  the  Kings  Articles  paft  at  Sancl 
Johnlloun  ;  but  no  remedy  :  Howbeit,  a  great  number  of  the  IJncereft  fort 
did  their  part  honeltly. 


Mr  John  Davidfons  letter  to  the  AlTembly  was  read  in  the  third 
SefTion,  the  copy  whereof  followeth. 

Gal.  5.  Stand  fall  therefore  in  that  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  has  made 
us  free  ;  and  be  not  intangled  again  with  the  yock  of  bondage. 

As  infirmity  of  body  hindered  my  prefence  fropi  this  Aflembly,  (Rever- 
end and  loving  brethren,)  fo  ftraitnefs  of  time  fufferetli  nie  not  to  fupply 
my  abfence  be  writt,  as  I  would  :  yet  feeing  duty  craved  fomewhat  in  this 
cafe,  at  fo  neceflTary  a  tynie,  I  abridged  a  few  things  to  call  to  your  godly 
rememberance ;  befeeking  you  all  to  take  them  in  good  part,  as  they  come 
of  a  loving  mind  to  Chrifts  caufe  and  weale  to  his  Kirk.  It  is  not  un- 
known to  you,  (dear  brethren,)  that  the  unity  and  the  liberty  in  the  fin- 
cerity  of  dodlrine,  has  been,  and  is  to  this  day,  the  rofe  garland  of  the  Kirk 
of  Scotland  ;  and  that  the  prefervation  of  this  unity  and  liberty  in  doc- 
trine, come  of  the  agreement  in  the  liberty  of  the  execution  of  difcipline, 
which  has  been  the  hedge  and  bulwark,  as  it  were,  to  the  do6lrIne  hither- 
to :  Therefore  the  invafion  of  the  freedom  of  difcipline  cannot  be  without 
enfueing  danger  to  the  liberty  and  unity  of  do6lrine,  no  more  than  Edin- 
burgh can  be  long  free  of  fear  of  perrill,  if  invafion  of  the  borders  be  not 
refilled  at  the  borders.  And  it  may  well  be  thought,  that  the  prefervation 
of  the  liberty  and  unity  in  difcipline,  was  faved  be  the  wife  wearing  off 
thornie  queftions  thereanent,  by  wife  forelight  of  our  worthie  fathers  and 
brethren,  who  ranged  the  queftions  in  the  General  AfTembly  to  allow  the 
tyme  and  place  therof,  that  the  heat  therof  fliould  not  burft  out  at  the  be- 
ginning, and  fo  difturb   the  whole  a6lion.     Befides  this,   thefe  queftions 
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were  limited  to  come  by  degrees  from  other  inferior  Affemblies,  who  were 
not  able  to  folve  them  ;  and  not  to  break  in  at  the  broad  lide.  And  laft, 
if  they  were  queftiouns  of  weight,  they  were  remitted  from  one  Affembly, 
to  be  ripely  advifed  on  by  the  brethren,  to  the  nixt  Affembly,  for  avoiding 
of  contention  and  rafh  conclufions.  Which  good  cuftome,  if  it  had  not  been 
keeped,  our  liberty  and  unity  could  not  have  flood,  as  two  loving  lifters,  to 
this  day ;  for  where  queftions  get  over  great  liberty,  godly  edifying  is  ex- 
cluded, as  miferable  experience  teacheth  among  thePopifli  fchoolmen.  They 
breed  ftrife,  as  the  Apoftle  writes  ;  and  the  beginning  of  flrife  is,  as  one 
that  openeth  waters  :  wherefor,  ere  contention  beginne,  let  us  leave  of,  as 
Solomon  faith.  Neither  is  it  about  mere  externall  things,  or  alterable,  as 
men  fpeak,  that  the  cbief  quettion  is  now  a  day  ;  howbeit,  queftions,  even 
in  thefe  matters,  as  is  faid,  are  warrilie  to  be  admitted  ;  for  as  that  ancient 
Father  gives  out,  Facilius  eft  conftituta  labefa6lare,  quam  labefa6lata  in  prif- 
tinum  ftatum  reducere  :  But  it  is  about  a  fubftantiall  part  of  do6lrine,  to 
wit,  rebuke  of  vice,  and  that  manifeft,  open,  and  obftinat  vice,  that  groweth 
to  fuch  great  hight,  as  it  would  be  licentiat  be  lawes,  with  imprifonment 
and  bondage  of  the  liberty  of  the  truth,  as  all  that  are  not  v/ilfully  blind, 
may  eafily  fee  ;  for  the  which  truth,  and  liberty  therof,  wee  are  bound  to 
ftrive  :  Therefore,  let  us  ftand  faft  in  that  liberty,  wherewith  Chrift,  in  that 
cafe,  has  made  us  free  above  all  nations  ;  and  let  us  not  agree  with  men  in 
thefe  things,  quae  concordiam  prorfus  excludunt.  Nefarie  quidem  impie- 
que  Concordes  erant,  qui  turrim  extruebant.  Nanzianzenus.  And  let  li- 
bido novandi  circa  eccleiiam  be  far,  at  the  left,  from  ourfelves  of  the  Minif- 
try  ;  as  in  fenfe  the  fame  Author  hath.  Many  things  hath  our  Kirk  need 
of  at  this  time,  nieeter  to  be  handled,  than  fuch  queftions.  Neither  has  our 
Prince,  (God  be  praifed,)  occafion  to  conveen  us,  for  making  agreement 
and  concord  among  us,  as  the  good  Emperours  had.  And  as  for  things  to 
be  reformed  for  the  well  of  the  Kirk,  I  Lear  no  word  of  them.  I  pray, 
Satan's  drift  be  not  to  break  our  agreement,  that  hath  flood  fo  long  in 
Chrift :  For  it  is  delivered  be  an  ancient  Father  in  this  lenfe,  Nam  tyranni 
Ecclefiam  infe6lando,  firmiorem  etiam  ipfam  reddiderunt,  &c.  Quod  cum 
verfipellis  ille  animadvertilTet,  aliam  fraudem  excogitavit,  inimicitiafque  et 
funefta  diiidia  inter  duces  (Antiftites)  ipfos  excitavit.  And  Bafil  giving  the 
caufe  of  this  plague,  writeth  in  this  fenfe,  Diifentio  multorum  contra  mul- 
tos  ex  eo  contingit,  quod  indignos  nos  ipfos  gubernatione  et  moderamine 
Domini  conftituimus.     VVherfor,  brethren,  let  us  ftand  faft  in  our  Chriftian 
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liberty  and  unity,  et  abfit,  ut  inter  nos  trifti  contentione  (as  one  writes) 
decertemus.  But  if  the  tyme  be  come,  that  the  fentence  of  the  Apoftle  is 
to  be  performed,  Oportet  enim,  etiam  hserefes  inter  vos  effe,  we  doubt  not 
but,  Qui  probati  funt,  manifefti  fient  inter  nos.  And  if  any  a6l  fliall  pals 
(as  God  forbid)  in  contraire  anie  jote  of  your  Chriftian  liberty,  agreable  to 
Gods  word,  and  the  laws  of  the  realme,  I,  in  my  own  name,  and  the 
refi:  of  Chryfts  faithfull  Meffengers  within  this  realm,  will  ftand,  be  Gods 
grace,  to  the  proteftation  made  verbaly  be  me,  in  his  Majefties  prefence,  at 
the  laft  General  Aflfembly  holden  at  Edinburgh  :  for  it  will  not  be  the 
new  cords  of  the  Philiftins,  that  will  keep  Sampfon  bound.  Ilowbeit 
Mofes  would  not  leave  behind  him  ne  ungulara  quidem,  he  was  not  for 
that  a  fliifmatick.  And  Elias  was  no  troubler  of  Ifrael.  Haec,  Oima,uii 
fx.iv  lauii  Kai  afiaUu'v.  Yet  I  truft  the  good  brethren  will  take  my  fimple  mean- 
ing in  good  part.  Farewell,  good  brethren:  and  the  good  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  be  prelident  among  yow.  Amen.  From  Saltpreftoun,  the  8th  of 
May  1597. 

Your  loving  brother  in  Chrill, 

John  Davidson. 

My  fimple  advice  is,  if  any  grant  of  abfolving  from  excommunication 
be  made,  as  I  know  no  caufe  yet  why  ;  yet  if  others  know,  that 
they  get  annum  probationis  injoyned  to  them  before  they  be  admit- 
ted to  Court,  or  have  accefs  to  fit  at  the  helme  :  for  though  they 
have  Jacobs  voice,  yet  I  fear,  Efaues  hands.  But  it  is  objedled, 
that  this  matter  will  be  troublefome  to  us,  if  we  ftand  to  it : 
Anfwer,  It  is  a  new  do6lrine  to  fay.  That  Chriftians  be  without  a 
crofs. 


Seflio  4»- 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  the  Laird  of  Wachtoun,  and  Glen- 
nagies,  defyrand  a  command  to  be  givin  to  Mr  William  Murray,  Minif- 
ter  at  Dyfert,  to  fett  in  tak  and  afledatioun  to  them  or  thair  tennents  thair 
teynds  of  thair  awin  lands,  lyand  within  the  parochin  of  Dyfert ;  or  els, 
for  efchewing  of  farder  danger,  to  retaine  the  faids  teinds  in  his  awin 
hand:  The  Aflemblie   ordaines  the   faid  Mr  William  to  retaine  the  faids 
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teinds  in  his  awin  hand ;  difcharging  him  of  all  fetting  of  the  fame  to  any 
perfon  quhatfumevir,  vnder  the  paines  conteinit  in  the  aiSts  of  the  Generall 
Affemblie. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  the  Preibytrie  of  Dumbartan,  de- 
fyrand,  in  refpedl  of  the  fewnes  of  thair  number,  that  certaine  of  the  Pref- 
bytrie  of  Paiflay  miglit  be  adjoynit  to  them,  to  the  effefil  they  might  be 
the  more  able  to  awaite  vpon  the  comnioun  affaires,  pertaining  to  the  glory 
of  God  and  weill  of  the  Kirk  :  The  Aflemblie  ordaines  a  comniiflloun  to 
be  diredl  for  vifitatioun  of  the  haill  Prelbytries  within  the  bounds  of  Clids- 
daill,  Ranfrew,  and  Lennox,  with  power  to  them  to  confidder  how  many 
Prefl3ytries  falbe  neceffar  within  the  ("aids  bounds,  and  to  fett  downe  a  Iblid 
ordour  theranent. 

Anent  the  complaint  givin  in  be  the  Pz-elbytrie  of  Brechin  aganis  Mr 
Dowgall  Campbell,  Minifter  of  Fernewell,  for  his  obftinacie  in  refufeing  to 
pronounce  the  fentence  of  excommunication  aganis  Patrick  Butter  at  com- 
mand of  the  faid  Prefbytrie,  he  being  Moderatour  thereof  for  the  tyme  ; 
for  the  quhilk  they  had  fulpendit  him  from  preiching  the  Word  vnto  this 
Aflemblie  :  The  Generall  Affemblie  ratifies  and  allowes  the  Iliid  fufpen- 
fioun. 


Seffio  G-^ 

The  brethren  of  the  Prelbytries  of  Murray,  Aberdein,  and  Mernes,  with 
the  vther  brethren  joynit  with  them  in  commiffioun  joyntlie,  refpedlive  a])- 
pointit  be  the  lall  Generall  Aflemblie  haldin  at  Perth,  for  tryall  of  the  obe- 
dience of  the  Erles  of  Angus,  Huntlie,  and  Erroll,  to  the  particular  in- 
jundliouns  fett  downe  be  the  liiid  Aflemblie,  and  injoinit  to  them  for  de- 
claratioun  of  thair  repentance,  being  defyrit  be  the  Generall  Affemblie  to 
report  what  refolutioun  they  fand  in  the  faids  Lords,  tuiching  lick  articles 
and  conditiouns  as  were  lett  downe  in  the  faid  commiffioun.  They  being 
prefent  befor  the  haill  Affemblie  teflified  and  declared,  that  they  fand 
them  obedient  and  willing  to  latiltiein  all  humble  manner,  and  perlevering 
and  continuing  in  thair  earneft  liite  for  reconciliation  with  the  Kirk  :  And 
as  concerning  the  faids  articles  and  conditiouns,  quhervpon  the  ftiids  Com- 
miflioners  were  ordainit  to  have  tryed  and  refolvit  them,  the  I'aids  Com- 
miffioners,  every  ane  for  thair  awin  parts  refpective,  produceit  the  faid  ar- 
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tides  and  conditiouns,  with  full  anfuers  to  every  ane  of  them  particularlie 
fubfequent  made  be  the  faids  Lords,  offering-  to  acquiefce  to  the  faids  con- 
ditiouns,  and  to  fulfill  the  fame  :  And  for  more  declaratioun  of  thair  con- 
fents  therto,  the  faids  articles  and  anluers  therto  particularly  following- 
every  ane  of  them  were  fubfcryvit  feverally  be  the  faids  Lords,  in  figne 
and  tokin  of  thair  embraceing  therof,  as  followes  : 


The  Erie  of  Huntlies  anfuers  to  the  Articles. 

The  firfl  is  obeyit :  For  he  compeirit  [at  Aberdeen]  the  22  of  Marche  ap- 
pointit  to  him,  and  ther  abode,  [waiting]  on  do6lrine  and  conference,  till 
the  Commiflioners  were  fatiffied  with  his  refolutioun  ;  and  fo  the  conference 
endit. 

2.  The  brethren  appointit  to  deale  with  him,  brocht  him,  after  lang  con- 
ference, to  confeffe  [the  verity  of]  the  haill  grounds  of  religioun  affirmative  ; 
refolvit  his  doubts  be  the  Word  of  God  ;  and  moveit  him  with  know- 
ledge to  refufe  and  detett  all  heids  of  Papiftrie  contrair  to  the  fame. 

3.  He  acknowledges  the  Pieformit  Kirk  of  Scotland  to  be  the  true  Kirk  : 
he  is  ready  to  joyne  bimfelfe  efaldlie  therto,  acknowledging  himfelfe  a 
member  therof,  fubmitting  himlelfe  to  the  fame  ;  will  heare  the  Word,  and 
obey  the  fame  be  the  grace  of  God  ;  participat  the  facraments  ;  and  obey 
the  haill  difcipline  [of  the  Kirk,]  as  it  is  allowit  be  the  Kings  Majeftie  and 
Eftates. 

4.  He  is  readie  to  Iweare  and  fubfcrive  the  ConfeQioun  of  Faith  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  haill  Commiffioners,  fo  foone  as  they  fall  come  back  with 
power  to  pronounce  his  abfolutioun. 

5.  In  fio-nificatioun  of  his  obedience  to  the  articles,  he  hes  declarit  to  the 
haill  commiffioners,  that  fen  he  entrit  in  dealing  with  the  Kirk,  he  never 
intercommunit  be  word  or  wryte  with  any  Jefuite,  Prieft,  or  excommu- 
nicat  Papift,  except  fo  many  as  are  vnder  conference  with  the  Kirk  ;  and  is 
content  to  abyde  thereat  in  all  tymes  coming  :  Sicklyke  he  is  content  to 
give  his  wrytin  band,  that  he  fall  banifch  and  expell  out  of  his  [company 
and]  haill  bounds  all  Jefuites  and  Seminarie  Preifts,  and  fall  expell  there- 
from all  excommunicat  Papifts,  except  fuch  as  fall  have  licence  from  the 
Kirk  and  Kings  Majeilie :  and,  finallie,  that  none  fall  have  recept  be  his 


1597.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  919 

knowledge,  in  the  places  of  his  commandement,  that  are  profeft  enemies  to 
the  religioun. 

G.  He  is  content  now,  or  heirafter,  to  fatil'fie  for  his  apoftaiie,  in  the 
place  appointit,  at  the  difcretioun  of  the  faids  CommiflTioners  ;  and  then  to 
ratifie  the  forfaids  premiffes. 

7.  He  declares  his  vnfained  greife  for  the  {laughter  of  the  Erie  of  Mur- 
ray, and  will  fatiffie  the  pairtie  at  the  pleafure  of  the  Kings  Majeitie,  the 
Kirk,  or  of  godlie  and  indifferent  freinds,  will  make  oifers  to  that  efFe6l ; 
Ijkcas  he  hes  given  a  blank  to  his  Majellie  to  be  fillit  vp  with  particular 
affythment,  and  that  after  his  ablblutioun. 

8.  He  promifes  now,  or  heirafter,  to  crave  of  God  mercie  for  the  faid 
flaughter,  quhen,  quher,  or  how  the  Kirks  Commillioners  fall  appoint. 

9.  At  the  defyre  of  the  faids  Coramiffioners,  he  prefentlie  remitts  all 
rancour  and  malice  conceivit  be  him,  for  any  occaflioun  or  deid  offerit  to 
him  be  the  countreymen  in  the  Kings  fervice  ;  and  promitts,  vpon  his  fide- 
litie,  nevir  to  quarrell  any  for  the  lame  that  are  within  thir  bounds,  and 
fpeciallie  none  of  the  Miniftrie  either  north  or  fotith. 

10.  He  aggries,  that  at  the  iicht  of  the  Minifters  Mrs  David  Cunighame, 
Alexander  Dowglafs,  George  Glaidftances,  and  of  his  freinds  Pitlurge, 
Clunie  fall  fett  downe  ane  ordour  for  pro- 
vifioun  of  his  kirks,  quhilk  he  promifes  to  execute  immediatlie  after  his 
abfolutioun. 

11.  Be  advyce  of  the  faids  Coramiffioners,  he  promitts  to  take  a  Minirter, 
and  intertaine  hira  in  his  awin  houle. 

12.  He  confeffes,  that  be  his  publick  oflfences  he  gave  fufficient  matter  to 
the  Kirk  to  have  deduceit  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  aganis  him. 

Sic  fubfcribitur, 

HUNTLIE. 


The  Erie  of  Errolls  anfuers  to  the  Articles. 

1.  The  firfl  is  obeyit :  For  he  having  fufEcientlie  excufeit  his  abfence 
fra  the  firft  dyett,  the  27  of  Marche,  came  to  Aberdein,  the  fyft  of  Aprile, 
quher  the  Coramiffioners  appointit  hira  to  refort  to  Aberdein,  about  the  20 
day  of  Apryle,  to  have  conference  with  fuch  of  thair  number  as  they  ap- 
pointit to  meit  him  ther  ;  quhilk  he  did,  comeing  in  the  towne   the  20  of 


920  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1597- 

Apryle,  and  ther  abode,  reforting  to  publick  dodlrine  and  conference  till 
the  Commiffioners  were  fatiffied  with  his  refolutioun  ;  and  f'o  the  confer- 
ence was  endit. 

2.  The  brethren  appointit  to  deale  with  him,  after  long  reafoning, 
brocht  him  to  confelTe  the  veritie  and  whole  grounds  of  religioun  affirma- 
tive', reiblvit  his  doubts  be  the  Word  of  God,  and  ancient  Do6lours  ;  and 
movit  him,  with  knowledge,  to  refufe  all  heids  of  errour  in  Papiftrie,  con- 
trair  to  the  fame. 

3.  He  acknowledgis  the  reformit  Kirk  of  Scotland  to  be  the  true  Kirk. 
He  is  ready  to  joyne  himfelfe  therto,  and  profelTes  himfelfe  a  member 
therof ;  will  heare  the  Word,  obey  the  fame  be  the  grace  of  God,  partici- 
pat  the  facraments  ;  and  obey  the  haill  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  as  it  is  ac- 
knowledgit  prefentlie  be  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  Eftates. 

4.  He  folemnlie  promifes  and  oflfers  his  wrytin  band,  that  lykeas,  fen  his 
promife,  and  entring  in  conference  with  the  Kirk,  he  never  intercommu- 
nit  with  Jefuits,  Preilts,  or  excomraunicat  perfons,  except  fick  as  are  deal- 
ing with  the  Kirk,  fwa  to  keip  in  all  tymes  comeing ;  and  that  he  fall  ban- 
ifch  out  of  his  companie  and  bounds  all  Jefuites,  Priefts  ;  and  fall  expell 
therfra  all  excomnninicat  Papifts,  except  fick  as  fall  have  licence  fra  the 
Kirk  and  Kings  Majeftie ;  and,  finallie,  that  none  fall  have  receipt  In  his 
bounds  that  are  profeft  enemies  to  the  Kirk,  be  his  knowledge. 

5.  He  is  readie  to  fweare  and  fubfcrive  the  Confellion  of  Faith,  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  haill  Commiffioners,  fo  foon  as  they  fall  come  back  from  the 
nixt  Generall  AiFemblie,  with  power  to  pronounce  his  abfolutioun. 

6.  He  is  content  to  fatiffie  for  his  apoftalie  in  the  place  appointit,  and 
ther  to  ratifie  the  forfaids  premiffes. 

7.  At  the  defyre  of  the  laids  Commiffioners,  he  prefentlie  remitts  all 
rankour  and  malice  conceivit  be  him,  for  any  occafioun  or  deid  ofFerit  to 
him  be  the  countrey  men  in  the  Kings  fervice  j  and  promitts,  vpon  his 
fidelitie,  never  to  quarrell  any  for  the  fame,  fpecially  none  of  the  Miniftrie, 
fouth  or  north. 

8.  He  aggries,  that  fuch  as  of  the  Miniftrie  falbe  appointit,  with  fuch 
freinds  [as  he  fall  appoint,]  fett  downe  quhat  fall  be  his  part  for  planting 
of  the  kirks  within  his  bounds  ;  quhilk  he  promifes  to  execute  after  his 
abfolutioun. 

9.  Be  the  advyce  of  the  Commiflioners,  he  is  content  to  take  a  Minifter, 
and  intertaine  him  in  his  houle. 
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10.  He  confeffes,  that  he  gave  fufEcient  matter  to  the  Kirk  to  denunce 
the  lentence  of  excommunication  aganis  him.     Sic  fubfcribitur, 

ERROLL. 


The  Erie  of  Angus  anfuers  to  the  Articles. 

1.  He  being  callit  befor  vs,  it  was  injoynit  to  him  to  remaine  at  Barras 
in  the  parochin  of  Kynneff,  and  ther  awaite  vpon  the  heiring  of  the  doc- 
trine in  that  his  paroch  kirk  ;  and  vpon  conference  at  fuch  tymes  [and 
places]  as  vras  appointit  in  Conveth  and  Aberbuthnot  kirks  ;  quhilk  he  hes 
faithfuUie  keipit  and  obfervit  untill  his  refolutioun  was  obteinit. 

2.  After  we  had  reafonit  and  conferrit  with  him  in  many  of  the  contra- 
vertit  heids  of  religioun,  be  the  Scriptures,  and  ancient  Do6lours,  he  fatif- 
fied  vs  aflSrmative  and  negative. 

3.  He  acknowledgit  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  to  be  the  true  Kirk,  and  is 
ready  to  joyne  himfelfe  therto,  and  profelTe  him  to  be  a  member  thereof, 
will  heare  the  Word,  participat  the  facraments,  and  obey  the  haill  difcipline 
of  the  Kirk,  as  it  is  allowit  prefentlie  be  his  Majeflie  and  Eftates. 

4.  He  folemnlie  promifes  be  his  word  and  wrytin  band,  to  remove  foorth 
of  his  haill  companie  and  bounds,  Jefuites  and  excommunicat  perfons ; 
lykeas  he  hes  done  fmce  the  Commiflioners  nominat  thir  articles  to  him. 

5.  He  defyres  the  Commiffioners  to  get  a  power  to  abfolve  him,  and 
immediately  therafter,  he  fall  fweare  and  fubfcrive  the  Confeffioun  of  Faith. 

6.  He  is  content  to  fatiffie  for  his  apoftaile  in  his  awin  paroch  kirk,  and 
ther  to  ratifie  his  forfaid  promifes. 

7.  He  vnderftands  none  of  the  countrey  to  have  incurrit  his  wrath  or 
deadly  feid  for  perfewing  him  in  his  Majefties  fervice,  quhilk  he  protefts 
befor  God  ;  that  he  nevir  meanit  to  harme  any  man  for  giving  obedience 
to  his  Majefties  lawis,  quhilk  if  he  had  done,  he  fould  rather  have  made 
mends  nor  [have]  forgivin  ;  and  if  any  in  particular  will  complaine,  he  will 
fatiffie  this  article,  albeit,  in  very  trueth,  as  all  the  countrey  knowis,  he  hes 
fuftained  great  lofs,  quhilk  he  hes  the  Kirk  to  meane,  in  moft  humble  man- 
ner, to  his  Majellie,  as  the  Commiffioners  will  declare  at  more  length. 

8.  He  is  content  at  the  ficht  of  the  Commiffioners,  and  his  befl;  advyfit 
freinds,  to  provyde  Ilipends  for  his  kirks,  how  Ibone  he  falbe  abfolvit  and 
reftoreit  to  his  living. 

6a 
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9.  He  will  moft  willingly  take  a  Minifter  and  intertaine  him  at  his  awin 
houfe,  be  the  advyce  of  the  Commiilioners. 

10.  He  confeffes,  that  he  deferred  to  be  excommunicat. 

Sic  fubfcribitur, 
ANGUS. 

The  quhilk  report  made  be  the  faids  Commiffioners,  in  difcharging  of 
thair  forfaid  commiffioun,  the  Generall  Affemblie  prefentlie  conveinit,  ra- 
tifies and  allowis,  as  aggrieable  and  anfuerable  to  the  ordinance  of  the  lall 
Affemblie,  haldin  at  Perth,  in  all  poynts :  and  therfor  ordaines  the  faids 
Commiffioners  refpe6live,  to  proceid  farther  with  the  faids  Erles  in  the  faid 
matter,  and  to  receive  a  fatiffadlioun  of  fick  things  as  are  promifed  be  them 
in  the  faids  conditiouns,  and  to  crave  the  prefent  accompliQiment  therof,  fo 
farre  as  poffiblie  can  be  done.     They  are  to  fay. 

That  as  they,  in  thair  anfuer,  hes  allowit  and  fubfcryvit,  fa  that  they 
prefentlie  confelFe  the  veritie  of  the  haill  grounds  of  our  religioun  affirma- 
tive ;  and  with  feme  raeafure  of  knowledge,  refufe  and  detell  all  heids  of 
Papiftrie,  contrair  to  the  fame. 

That  they  acknowledge  the  Reforrait  Kirk  of  Scotland  to  be  the  true 
Kirk  ;  that  they  effaldlie  joyne  themfelves,  and  acknowledge  themfelves 
members  therof,  fubmitting  them  to  the  fame  ;  and  falbe  readie,  at  all  occa- 
liouns,  to  heare  the  Word,  and  obey  the  fame,  participat  the  facraments, 
and  obey  the  haill  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  as  it  is  allowit  be  his  Majeftie  and 
Eftates. 

That,  befor  thair  abfolutioun,  they  fweare  folemnlie  and  fubfcrive  the 
Confeffioim  of  the  Faith,  in  prefence  of  the  haill  Commiilioners. 

That  as  they  have  teftified  be  thair  writt,  even  fo  be  thair  band  they 
promife  to  remove  out  of  thair  companie,  in  all  tyme  comeing,  all  Jefuites, 
Preifts,  and  excommunicat  Papifts,  except  fick  as  falbe  licentiat  be  the 
Kirk 

That,  at  the  time  of  thair  abfolutioun,  they  fatiffie  in  moft  humble  man- 
ner in  the  kirks  of  Aberdein  and  for  thair  former  apoltafie,  and 
ther  ratifie  thefe  thair  promifes  in  moft  Iblemne  manner. 

That  the  Erie  of  Huntlie,  befor  his  abfolutioun,  alk  God  mercie  for  the 
Erie  of  Murrays  flaughter,  and  declare  his  penitence  for  the  fame. 

And  becaufe  thair  Lordfliips  hes  promifed  never  to  quarrell  any  Gentle- 
men of  the  countrey,   that  hes  perfewit  or  vtherwayes  troublet  them,  and 
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therby  incurrit  thair  wrath  in  his  Majefties  fervice,  and  at  his  Hienes  com- 
mandement :  Therfor,  to  the  efFedt  the  fruites  therof  may  more  evidently 
appeir,  that  thair  Lordfliips  faithfullie  promife,  that  lykeas  thair  fonnes  hes 
already  obtainit,  or  at  the  leift  is  to  obtaine  of  his  Majeftie,  of  frie  grace 
and  meere  donatioun,  the  gift  of  thair  foirfaultries  ;  evin  fo  the  gentlemen 
in  the  countrey,  that  are  vaflalls  to  them,  and  hes  incurrit  the  lyke  [fen- 
tence  of]  foirfaltour,  and  perrillit  thair  lands,  not  through  thair  awin  evill 
demerit,  bot  be  reafon  they  were  vaiTalls  to  them,  may  receive  and  obtaine 
of  thair  Lordfliips,  the  lyke  grace  as  is  impairtit  vnto  them  be  thair  Sove- 
raigne  :  and  as  his  Majeftie  grantit  a  benefite  to  them,  who  had  ofFendit, 
evin  fo  thair  Lordfliips  valTalls  be  not  trublit  for  any  compofitioun  of  thair 
lands,  quhilk,  not  be  thair  fault,  bot  throw  thair  Lordfliips  failzie,  were  in- 
dangerit  and  holdin  in  none  entrie  ;  and  that  thair  Lordfliips  renew  the 
promife  of  remitting  all  rancour  and  malice  of  heart  againft  the  faid 
gentlemen. 

And  as  to  the  provifioun  of  Kirks  quhilk  pertaines  to  [ilk  ane  of]  the 
faid  Erles  refpefilive,  that  [they,  at]  the  advyce  of  thair  beft  afl"e(jlionat 
freinds  and  the  faids  Commiflioners,  fett  downe  ane  folid  ordour,  how  the 
Miniftrie  may  be  plantit  and  honeftlie  fuftainit  at  the  fame  ;  quhilk  they 
fall  ratifie  and  approve,  and  put  in  executioun  immediatelie  after  thair  ab- 
folutioun. 

That,  be  the  advyce  of  the  CommifConers,  they  make  choife  of  a  Minif- 
ter,  quho  falbe  Intertainit  in  thair  houle  for  inftru6ling  of  the  fame. 

That  they  renew  the  confelTioun  of  thair  fins,  acknowledging  that  they 
were  juftlie  excommunicat  for  the  fame. 

And  to  the  efFe6l  that  all  flander  may  be  removit  from  the  Erie  of 
Huntlie,  and  fpeciallie  that  quhilk  did  arife  vpon  the  flaughter  of  Mr 
William  Mure,  quhilk  was  committit  dureing  his  Lordfliips  remaining  in 
Aberdein,  that  his  Lordfliip  provyde  lick  remeid,  that  the  poore  woman, 
mother  to  the  faid  Mr  William,  may  be  fatiffied  ;  and  fick  aflythment 
made,  alfweill  for  him  as  her  hufliands  flaughter,  as  the  Commiflioners  fall 
think  expedient. 

With  power  to  the  faids  Commiflioners,  after  the  accomplifliment  of  the 
premilTes,  to  abfolve  the  faids  Erles  from  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun, 
and  receive  them  again  in  the  bofome  of  the  Kirk. 
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Seffio  'H^-    14  Maij. 

Anent  the  Articles  givin  in  be  his  Majeftie  in  the  laft  Aflerablie  haldin 
at  Perth,  the  decifioun  and  anfuering  quherof  was  referrit  be  the  faid  Al- 
femblie,  to  be  reafonit  and  intreatit  be  certaine  Commiflioners,  and  ther- 
after  to  be  concludit  in  this  Affemblie  ;  and  anent  the  declaratioun  of  cer- 
taine a6ls  made  in  the  faid  AlTemblie  haldin  at  Perth,  for  fatiffadlioun  of 
fuch  as  were  not  prefent  at  that  tyme,  nor  acquaintit  therwith  :  The  faids 
articles  and  queftions  being  reafonit  and  vottit  in  face  of  the  haill  AiFem- 
blie,  his  Majeftie  being  prefent  for  the  tyme,  thefe  declaratiouns  and  con- 
clufiouns  after  following  were  iett  downe  and  concludit  be  the  faid  Affem- 
blie, as  foUowis. 

Notes  in  forme  of  declaratioun  of  certaine  of  the  A6ls  made  in  the 
Generall  Affemblie  haldin  at  Perth  in  Februar  laft  by  paft,  for  ex- 
plaining of  his  Majefties  and  the  Affemblies  meaning,  for  the  fatif- 
fadlioun  of  fuch  as  then  were  not  acquaint  therwith  :  quhilk  are 
ordainit  to  be  regiftrat  in  the  A6ts  of  this  prefent  Affemblie. 

Firft,  Anent  the  lawfulnes  of  the  faid  Aflemblie  haldin  at  Perth  :  It  is 
declairit  be  this  prefent  Affemblie,  that  one  of  the  reafons  moving  the 
brethren  to  acknowledge  the  lawfulnes  of  the  faid  Affemblie,  was  found  to 
have  bein,  that  the  CommilTioners  of  the  Kirk  accordit  with  his  Majeftie 
theranent,  as  is  exprefllie  fett  doune  in  his  Majefties  letter. 

Item,  The  reafon  moving  the  Affembly  to  grant  the  more  willinglie  to 
the  2  Article  concerning  the  reproving  of  his  Majefties  laws,  was  this  ;  his 
Majefties  earneft  and  conftant  affedlioun  to  the  religioun,  and  obedience  to 
the  Word,  was  evidentlie  knawin  to  the  haill  Aflemblie  ;  and  that  it  was 
his  Majefties  declarit  will  and  intentioun,  alwayes  to  frame  his  laws  and 
whole  government  according  to  the  fame  ;  for  the  quhilk  caufes  the  Affem- 
blie aggried  to  the  faid  article. 

Anent  the  Article  ordaining  that  no  mans  name  be  expreft  in  pulpitt, 
except  in  notorious  crymes,  &c. :  The  point  of  notorietie  is  farder  defyned, 
[If  the  cry  me]  be  fo  manifeft  and  knowin  to  the  world,  ut  nulla  tergiver- 
iatione  celari  poflit. 

Anent  the  Article  ordaining,  that  no  conventioun  of  Paftours  be  without 
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his  Majeflies  knowledge  and  confent :  His  Majefties  confent  is  declarit  to 
be  extendit  to  all  and  quhatfoevir  forme  either  of  Generall  [AlFembly,]  or 
Ipeciall  Synodal!,  permittit  and  authorizit  be  his  Hienes  lawis,  according-  as 
they  have  warrand  in  the  Word  of  God,  as  being-  the  moil  authentick  forme 
of  confent  that  any  king  can  give. 

Anent  the  Article  concerning  provifioun  of  Paftours  to  burrowes  :  It 
is  declarit  that  the  reafon  therof  was  and  is,  that  his  Majeflie  was  content, 
and  promifed,  that  quher  the  Generall  Aflemblie  finds  it  neceffar  to  place 
any  perfon  or  perfons  in  any  of  the  faids  townes,  his  Majeflie  and  the  flock 
fall  either  give  thair  confent  therto  ;  or  els  a  fuflScient  reafon  of  the  re- 
fuifall  to  be  proponit  either  to  the  haill  AiTemblie,  or  to  a  competent 
number  of  the  CoramilTioners  therof,  as  his  Majeflie  fall  think  expedient. 

Anfuers  to  the  reft  of  his  Majefties  Queftiouns,  according  as  they  were 
proponit  be  his  Hienes  and  his  Comniifljoners  in  the  prefent  Af- 
lemblie. 

Firft,  Anent  the  propofitioun  movit  be  his  Majeflie  to  the  Aflemblie, 
craving  that  befor  the  conclufioun  of  any  weghtie  matters  concerning  the 
eflate  of  his  Hienes  or  of  his  fabie6ts,  his  Majefties  advyce  and  approbatioun 
be  cravit  therto,  that  the  fame  being  approvit  be  his  Majeflie,  may  have 
the  better  executioun,  and,  if  neid  beis,  be  authorizit  be  his  Hienes  lawis  : 
The  Aflemblie  craves  moft  humblie,  that  his  Majeftie,  either  be  himfelfe  or 
his  Hienes  Coramifljoners,  in  matters  concerning  his  Majefties  eftate,  or 
the  haill  eftate  of  his  fubiedls,  and  vthers  of  great  wecht  and  importance, 
that  hes  not  bein  treattit  of  before,  wald  give  his  advyce  and  approbatioun 
therto,  before  any  finall  conclulioun  of  the  fame  :  and,  for  the  better  obe- 
dience to  be  given  to  fuch  lyke  ftatutes  in  all  tyme  comeing,  that  his  Ma- 
jeftie wald  ratifie  the  fame,  either  be  a6l  of  his  Hienes  Parliament,  or  Se- 
creit  Counfell,  as  falbe  thocht  neidfull :  The  quhilk  his  Majeftie  promifed 
to  doe,  according  to  his  Hienes  propofitioun,  quhilk  was  acceptit  and  allowit 
of  the  haill  Afl'emblie. 

The  Afl'emblie  ordaines,  that  there  be  ane  vniformitie  in  the  ordinatioun 
of  the  Miniftrie  throughout  the  haill  countrey,  impofitioun  of  hands  ;  and 
that  they  be  admittit  to  certaine  flocks,  vpon  the  quhilk  they  falbe  aftrifiled 
to  attend,  according  to  the  A6ls  of  the  Affemblies  made  of  befor ;  and  or- 
daines that  none,  that  are  admittit  to  the  Miniftrie,  be  promovit  to  teach 
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in  publick  and  great  rowraes,  except  vpon  very  vrgent  neceffitie,  in  defe6l 
of  adluall  Minifters,  they  be  ordainit  to  fupply  fick  wants  be  the  Prelbytries, 
Synodall  or  Generall  Aflemblies,  quho  fall  tak  diligent  ordour  that  they 
keip  themfelves  within  the  bounds  of  thair  gift,  and  Ipeciallie  in  appli- 
catioun. 

That  no  Paftour  exercife  any  jurifdifilioun,  either  in  making  of  conftitu- 
tiouns,  or  leading  of  procelFes,  without  the  advyce  and  concurrence  of 
Seffioun,  Prelbytrie,  Provinciall  or  Generall  Affemblie. 

That  all  Seffiouns  be  ele6lit  with  confent  of  thair  awin  congregatiouns. 

That  all  Seffiouns,  Preibytries,  and  Provincialls,  vfe  fick  forme  in  all 
thair  procefles  as  may  be  found  laufuU  and  formall,  and  able  to  abyde 
tryall ;  the  quhilkis  falbe  regiftrat  in  matters  of  importance  :  and,  to  that 
effefit,  ordaines  the  proceidings  of  privat  Seffiouns  to  be  iightit  at  Prelby- 
tries  ;  and  the  proceidings  of  Prelbytries  at  Provinciall  Affemblies  j  and 
the  proceidings  of  the  Provinciall  at  Generall  Affemblies. 

The  Affemblie  ordaines,  that  in  the  exercifes,  quheu  the  Minifters  are 
conveinit  at  thair  Prelbytries,  no  applicatioun  be  vfed. 

That  in  the  determinatioun  of  matters  of  importance,  quher  the  vottis 
falbe  only  different  [vpon]  two  or  thrie,  that  nothing  be  concludit  therin 
till  better  refolutioun  ;  and  that,  in  luch  dift'erence,  he  that  gives  the  nega- 
tive with  his  vote,  fall  give  rationem  negandi. 

The  Affemblie  ordaines  the  Prelbytries  to  meddle  with  nothing  in  thair 
judicatour,  quhilk  fall  not  be  found,  but  contraverfie,  proper  to  the  Eccle- 
fiallick  judgement  ;  and  that  heirin  ane  vniformitie  be  keipit  throughout 
the  haill  countrey. 

1'hat  all  proceffes  and  a6ls  be  extra6lit  to  parties  having  interefs,  quher 
is  ane  wrytin  proceffe. 

The  Affemblie  fuperleids  to  anfuer  the  article  tuiching  fummar  excom- 
municatioun  quhill  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie ;  and  in  the  meane  tyme 
fufpends  all  fummar  excommunicatioun  :  alwayes,  in  great  crymes,  the 
Affemblie  ordaines  a  publi6l  intimatioun  therof  to  be  made,  and  the  com- 
mitter therof  to  be  fufpendit  a  facris,  and  prohibited  a  privato  convi6lu. 

If  any  Prelbytrie  falbe  defyrit  be  his  Majefties  miffive  to  ftay  the  proceid- 
ing  of  any  thing  prejudicial!  to  the  civill  jurifdidlioun  or  privat  mens  rights, 
It  is  ordainit,  that  the  faid  Prelbytrie  fall  defifl;  in  the  laid  matter,  vntill 
they  fend  to  his  Majeftie  for  fatiffa6lioun  theranent. 


1597.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  9^7 


Seffio  8»-  16  Maij. 

Becaufe  fundrie  flanders  rifes,  through  the  diffordoiir  of  reidears,  be  bap- 
tizeing  of  bairnes  gottin  in  adulterie  and  fornicatioun,  befor  fatiffatSlioun 
made  by  the  offenders  ;  and  celebrating  of  vnlawfuU  marriages  :  The 
Affemblie  ftatutes  and  ordaines,  that  no  Reidar  minilter  the  facrament  of 
baptifme  in  any  way,  in  all  tymes  coming ;  and  that  they  prefume  not  to 
celebrate  the  bands  of  marriage  without  fpeciall  command  of  the  Minifter  of 
the  Kirk ;  and  in  cace  ther  be  no  Minifter  therat,  of  the  Prelbytrie,  had  to 
that  effe6l :  and  ordaines  every  Prelbytrie  to  caule  this  a6l  to  be  intimat  at 
every  paroch  kirk,  that  none  pretend  ignorance  heirof  in  any  tyme  coming. 


Seffio  9"-     16  Maij. 

The  quhilk  day,  in  prefence  of  the  haill  Affemblie,  the  Kings  Majefiie 
being  perfonally  prefent,  declarit,  that  [I'eeing,]  through  the  iliortnes  of 
tyme,  ther  were  fundrie  matters  of  weght  and  importance,  not  only  con- 
cerning particular  flocks,  bot  quhilk  did  in  fpeciall  tuitch  the  haill  eftate  and 
body  of  the  Kirk,  quhilk  could  not  be  coramodioullie  intreatit  and  con- 
cludit  in  this  prefent  AlFemblie  ;  as  namelie,  twitching  both  the  planting 
of  particular  congregatiouns  and  of  the  haill  kirks  within  this  realme, 
quhilks  as  get,  through  the  default  of  honefl;  intertainment,  remaine  vn- 
plantit  and  deftitute  of  the  comfort  of  the  Word  ;  and  anent  ane  folid 
ordour  to  be  takin  anent  a  conftant  and  perpetuall  provifioun  for  the  ful- 
tentatioun  of  the  haill  Miniftrie  within  this  realme,  to  the  end  they  be  not, 
as  in  tymes  bygane,  to  depend  and  awaite  vpon  the  Commillioners  appointit 
for  modifieing  of  their  ftipends,  and  fo  be  forcit  to  abfent  themlelves  the 
mofl;  part  of  the  geir  from  thair  flock,  to  the  great  difgrace  of  thair  calling, 
difliearting  of  thair  congregatioun,  and  difcontentment  of  his  Majefl,ie, 
whofe  care  ever  hes  bein,  and  earnefl;  defyre  continues  as  get,  that  every 
congregatioun  have  a  fpeciall  Paftour  honellly  fuftainit,  for  the  better  await- 
ing on  his  cure,  and  difchargeing  of  his  duetiefuU  ofSce  in  the  fame  :  and 
therfor  his  Majeftie  defyrit  the  brethren  to  coniidder,  whither  it  were  ex- 
pedient that  ane  generall  commiffioun  fould  be  grantit  to  certaine  of  the 
moft  wyfe  and  difcreit  of  the  brethren,   to  conveine  with  his  Majeftie  for 
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eflFe6luatIng  of  the  premiffes  :  The  quhilk  his  Majefties  advyce  the  Affem- 
blie  thinks  very  neceffar  and  expedient ;  and  therefor  hes  given  and  grantit, 
lykeas,  be  the  tenoiir  heirof,  they  give  thair  full  power  and  comminioun  to 
the  brethren  vnderwrytin,  viz.  Mrs  Alexander  Dowglas,  James  Nicolfone, 
George  Glaidilaines,  Thomas  Buchannan,  Robert  RoUock,  Robert  Pont, 
David  Lindfay,  Patrick  Galloway,  Johne  Duncanfone,  Patrick  Sharp, 
Johne  Porterfeild,  James  Melvill,  William  Couper,  and  Johne  Clapper- 
toun,  or  any  fevin  of  them,  to  convene  with  his  Majeftie,  betuixt  the  day 
of  thir  prefents  and  the  laft  of  May  inflant,  [with  power  to  them]  to  take 
folid  ordour  anent  the  provilioun  of  Minifters  to  the  townes  of  Edenburgh, 
Dundie  and  San6l  Androes,  his  Majefties  and  the  Princes  houfes  ;  to  give 
thair  advyce  and  opinioun  to  his  Majeftie,  anent  the  planting  of  every  par- 
ticular kirk  within  this  realme }  to  make  fuch  overture  as  they  can  beft 
devyfe  twiching  the  conftant  platt ;  and  generally  to  give  thair  advyce  to 
his  Majeftie  in  all  afi'aires  concerning  the  weill  of  the  Kirk,  and  intertain- 
ment  of  peace  and  obedience  to  bis  Majeftie  within  this  realme :  with  ex- 
preffe  power  and  command  to  the  faids  Commilfioners  to  propone  to  his 
Majeftie  the  petitiouns  and  greives,  afweill  of  the  Kirk  in  generall,  as  of 
every  member  therof  in  particular,  promitten  de  rato. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  Mr  John  Rutherfurd,  makand  men- 
tioun,  that  quher  in  the  Generall  Affemblie  laft  bypaft  haldin  at  Perth,  he 
gave  in  ane  fupplicatioun,  quherin  he  defyrit  the  proces  of  deprivatioun 
[led  and]  deduceit  aganis  him  be  the  Preibytrie  of  San6t  Androes,  to  be 
produceit  before  the  faid  Afl'emblie,  to  the  effe6l  the  fame  might  be  tryit, 
and  the  proceidings  thereof  examinit  be  them,  the  quhilk  was  referrit  be 
them  at  that  tyme  to  this  prefent  AlFemblie,  ordaining  the  faid  Preft)ytrie 
of  San6t  Androes  to  produce  the  ftiid  proces  befor  this  prefent  Afl'emblie, 
and  to  anfwer  to  the  complaint  givin  in  be  the  faid  complainer,  delyrand 
therefor  the  brethren  of  the  Prefliytrie  of  San6l  Androes  to  be  callit  for 
produdlioun  of  the  faid  proces,  to  the  effedl  the  famein  might  be  fein  and 
confidderit  be  this  prefent  Afl'emblie,  according  to  the  ordinance  made  at 
Perth,  as  faid  is  :  The  Generall  Afl'emblie,  in  refpedl  of  fhortnefs  of  tyme, 
reraitts  the  faid  complainer  and  his  fupplicatioun  to  the  CommilTioners  ap- 
pointed to  conveine  with  his  Majeftie  at  Edinburgh,  and  ordaines  the  Pref- 
bytrie  of  Sandl  Androes  to  produce  the  faid  procelTe  befor  the  faids  Com- 
miirioners,  and  the  anfuer  to  the  faid  complainers  fupplicatioun  in  all 
points  ;   with  power  to  the  faids  Commillioners,  or  any  fevin  of  them,   to 
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take  full  tryall,   cognitioun,  and  finallie  to  conclude  in  the  faid  matter, 
promitten  de  rato. 


Seffio  vltima.     I7  Maij. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  James  Wood,  appeirand  of  Bonv- 
toun,  makand  mentioun,  that,  according-  to  the  dire(5lioun  of  the  lall  Al'- 
ferablie  haldin  at  Perth,  he  had  attendit  vpon  the  Commillioners  appointit 
be  the  faid  AiFemblie,  and  had  aggried,  be  thair  conference,  in  many  heids 
of  religioun  with  them  ;  defyreand  therfor,  as  he  is  willing-  to  perlevere  in 
conference  with  the  i'aids  CommilFioners  to  his  finall  refohitioun,  that  a 
commiffioun  may  be  grantit  to  the  brethren  appointit  for  dealing  with  the 
Erles  of  Huntlie  and  Errol,  to  continue  in  conference  with  the  faid  corn- 
plainer  ;  and  in  cace  they  find  him  refolvit,  to  abfolve  him  from  the  fen- 
tence  of  excommunicatioun,  and  receive  him  again  in  the  bofome  of  the 
Kirk  :  as  aUb  that  the  CommilFioners  of  Angus  appointit  for  the  faid  pur- 
pole,  may  have  a  fpeciall  command  to  intreat  with  the  faid  complainers 
father,  for  appealing  his  wrath  towards  him,  in  refpe<5l  he  is  content  to 
fubmitt  himfelfe  moft  humblie  to  his  faid  father,  or  to  the  Kirk,  for  fatif- 
fadlioun  of  any  eyelifts  that  he  or  they  hes  found  in  him  in  tymes  bypaft : 
The  Affemblie  gives  full  power  and  commiffioun  to  the  brethren  appointit 
for  receiving  the  Erles  of  Huntlie  and  Erroll,  to  enter  in  farther  confer- 
ence and  tryall  with  James  Wood,  appeirand  of  Bonytoun  :  and  in  cace 
of  full  fatiffa6lioun  to  be  made  be  him  to  the  faids  Commillioners,  in  luch 
heids  and  articles  quherin  he  hes  not  as  get  fatiffied,  the  AiFemblie  gives 
vnto  them  power  to  abfolve  him  from  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun, 
and  receive  him  againe  within  the  bofome  of  the  Kirk.  Attour,  the  Af- 
femblie ordaines  Mrs  George  Gladftanes,  Andro  Mylno,  Andro  Leich, 
Johne  Ramfay,  and  Andro  Lamb,  to  deale  with  the  Laird  of  Bonytoun, 
and  travell  in  the  reconciliatioun  defyrit  and  fatiffadlioun  offerit  be  the  faid 
complainer  his  fonne. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  given  in  be  Mr  William  Murray,  Miniiler  at 
Dyfart,  making  mentioun,  that  quher  he  hes  livit  vpon  the  duetie  of  the 
tak  of  the  Perfonage  thir  diverfe  geirs  bygane,  being  only  thrie  hundreth 
merks,  and  fuftaineth  great  charges  thervpon  ;  and  now  Feing  the  faids 
taks  are  outrunne,   and  he  is  informit  that  diverfe  fupplicatiouns  are  givin 

Gb 
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ill  be  the  gentlemen  of  the  faid  parochin,  craveand  the  faid  complainer 
[to  be  aftridled]  to  lett  them  taks  of  thair  awiu  teinds  refpedlive  ;  defyre- 
and  therfor  not  to  aftridl  the  faid  complainer  to  any  particular  perfons,  bot 
to  give  him  power  to  fett  taks  to  iick  as  fall  doe  uioft  commodiouflie  for 
the  Weill  of  the  Kirk  :  The  Airemblie  gives  power  to  the  faid  complainer 
to  fett  in  tak  the  teinds  of  the  Perfonage  of  Dyfart,  except  of  the  lands 
pertaining  to  the  Lairds  of  Glennagies  and  Wachtoun,  refervit  be  ane  vther 
acl  of  this  Affemblie,  with  advyce  and  confent  of  the  Preibytrie  of  Kirk- 
caldie,  and  of  the  brethren  after  following,  viz.  Mrs  Thomas  Buchannan, 
William  Cranftoun,  James  Melvill,  Robert  Wilkie,  David  Fergufone,  and 
Johne  Fairfull ;  vnto  the  quhilks  the  Affemblie  remits  the  fiipplicatioun  of 
fuch  as  craves  tackis  of  the  teinds  of  the  faid  Perfonage. 

Anent  the  Erie  of  Craufurds  requell,  defyreand  licence  to  a  perfon  of 
Inneraritie  to  fett  a  tack  of  the  teinds  tlierof,  in  cace  it  be  found  be  the 
civill  Judge  that  he  lies  bell  right  therto  :  The  Generall  Affemblie  gives 
power  to  the  CommiflTioners  appointit  to  conveine  in  Edenbiirgh  with  his 
Majeftie,  to  give  power  to  the  perfon  that  falbe  prefentit,  to  fett  taks  of 
the  teinds  controvertit  to  either  my  Lord  Craufurd,  or  the  Laird  Purie 
Fothringhame,  that  falbe  found  be  civill  magiltrate  to  have  bell  right  to 
the  fame. 

Thanks  being  given  to  God,  the  brethren  ordaines  the  nixt  AHemblie 
to  be  haldin  at  Striveling,  the  firft  Tuefday  of  May  1598. 


Here  followeth  the  tenour  of  a   MiHive  fent  by  the  CommiflTioners  of 
the  General  Affembly  to  the  Prelbyteries. 

[Grace  and  peace  from  God  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  ChrilL 
Beloved  brethren,  as  we  have  found  continuance  of  mercy  in  flaying  the 
defolation,  which  was  already  begun,  according  to  many  threatenings 
againfl.  the  contempt  of  this  land  ;  fo  wee  fee,  through  the  lack  of  due 
confideration  and  forelight  in  fuch  as  principaly  fliould  have  the  moll  tender 
care  of  this  work,  and  partly  through  the  fubtile  wayes  of  dilTembling 
friends,   good  occafions  are  likely  to  be  turned  to  our  hurt,  unlefs  remeed 
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be  wifely  provided  in  tyme  :  For  this  caufe  wee  have  thought  it  necdfull, 
and  be  confent  of  his  Majeftie  concluded,  that  the  General  Ailembly,  which 
was  ordained  to  be  in  May,  fliould  hold  the  firft  Tuefday  of  March  next  at 
Dundie,  for  preventing-  of  inconveniences,  that  delay  of  tyme  might  draw 
to  further  evil,  and  for  taking  of  folid  refolution  in  fuch  things  as  are  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  deliberat  upon,  concerning  the  Kirks  vote  in  Parliament,  and 
fome  other  neceffary  points  ;  whereanent,  for  your  better  information,  wee 
have  thought  expedient  to  acquaint  you  with  the  effedl  of  our  travells  here 
at  this  tyme. 

According  as  it  has  been  the  continual  cuftome  of  the  Kirk  at  Parlia- 
ments to  crave  fuch  things  as  were  found  neceffary  to  pafs  in  lawes  for 
their  well  and  priviledges  ;  fo  with  advice  of  diverfe  Commiffioners  of 
Prefbyteries,  wee  found  it  requilite  to  infill  in  fuch  articles  as  have  been 
craved  be  the  Kirk  at  Parliaments  in  tymes  bypaft  ;  and  namely  wee  urged 
the  article  anent  the  Kirks  vote  in  Parliament,  and  the  article  ancnt  the 
univerfal  provifion  of  the  whole  Kirk  with  ftipends.  In  both  wee  found 
great  oj)polition  be  the  far  greateft  part  of  the  Lords :  but  the  Kings  Ma- 
jellie  conveyed  our  fuits  with  fuch  wifdom  and  dexterity  in  our  favours, 
that  in  end,  after  many  hard  anfwers,  his  Majeftie  procured,  that  he  might 
difpone  the  whole  great  benefices  to  Minifters  ;  and  that  fuch  Minifters  as 
fhould  be  admitted  thereto,  fliould  have  vote,  but  prejudice  alwayes  to  the 
prefent  difcipline  and  jurifdicSion  of  the  Kirk  in  any  point ;  as  ye  will  un- 
derftand  be  the  a6l  itfelf,  whereof  we  have  fent  jou  here  a  copy,  which 
his  Majeftie  thinks  ftiall  be  a  mean,  in  fliort  tyme,  to  vindicate  the  Minif- 
try  from  their  prefent  contempt  and  poverty  ;  and  this  is  already  perceived 
be  many  to  their  grief,  who  fear  their  hurt  in  our  credit.  For  this  caufe 
we  have  been  earneftly  requefted  by  fundry  of  the  wifeft  of  all  Eftates,  who 
moft  favour  the  good  caufe,  that  without  fcruple  we  fliould  accept  this 
good  occafion.  The  which  point  of  prefent  acceptation  was  urged  be  the 
Lords  fo  fl;raitly,  that  unlefs  we  wold  give  our  confent  thereto  prefently, 
in  name  of  the  Kirk,  they  wold  not  fufi"er  the  forefaid  a6l  to  pafs  in  our 
favours  ;  yet  his  Majeftie  was  fo  favourable  towards  us,  and  lb  careful)  to 
fave  our  credit,  and  efchew  offence,  that,  be  his  moyen,  all  is  referved  free 
to  this  Affembly  for  our  part :  Therefore  we  beleek  you.  Brethren,  to 
have  a  regard  hereof  with  fuch  wifdoni  and  care  as  is  neceffary  in  a  matter 
of  fo  great  importance,  and  fend  in  commifiion  to  the  laid  Affembly,  the 
mofl;  wife,   grave,   and  of  beft  credit  and  experience  among  you,   fo  far  as 
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infirmity  and  age  may  fuffer ;  that  good  occafion  may  be  ufed  at  this  tyme, 
as  that  the  good  may  be  taken  without  any  hurt,  fo  far  as  is  poITible. 

Anent  the  Piatt  and  provifion  of  llipends  at  every  Kirk,  commiffion  is 
given  to  a  number  of  Lords  and  Minillers,  who  are  to  effay  that  work  with 
all  diligence,  and  to  crave  your  farther  help  in  the  information  anent  the 
eftate  of  the  kirks  :  which  therefore  ye  fliall  take  paines  to  have  in  readi- 
nels,  as  ye  fliall  be  required  upon  the  next  advertifement. 

The  Lord  direcl  you  in  all  fincerity  and  wifdom,  that  ye  may  find  a 
blelTing  upon  your  labours  alwayes. 

From  Edinburgh  the  22  day  of  December  1597' 
Your  Brethren  and  fellow  labourers,  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Gene- 
ral Ailembly,  and  in  their  name  and  command  Mr  Robert  Rollock, 
Moderator  of  the  General  Affembly.  C] 


Tenour  of  the  A&,  of  Parliament. 

In  Parliamento  apud  Edinburgh,  13''"  Decembris  a.d.  mdxcvii. 

Our  Soverain  Lord,  and  his  Hieneffe  Eftaites  in  Parliament,  havand 
fpeciall  confideration  and  regairde  of  the  great  priviledges  and  immunities 
granted  bee  his  Hienefle  predeceffoures  of  maift  worthie  memorie  to  the 
halie  Kirk  within  this  realme  ;  and  to  the  fpeciall  perfones  exercing  the 
oflSces,  titles,  and  dignities  of  Prelacies  within  the  famin  :  quhilkis  perfones 
hes  ever  reprefented  ane  of  the  Eflaites  of  this  realme,  in  all  Conventiones 
of  the  faidis  Eftaites  ;  and  that  the  faidis  priviledges  and  freedomes  hes 
bene  from  time  to  time  renewed  and  conferved  in  the  fame  integritie  and 
condition,  quhairin  they  were  at  ony  time  of  before ;  fwa  that  his  Majeftie 
acknowledging  the  famin  now  to  be  fallen,  and  becummin  vnder  his  Ma- 
jefties  niaift  favourable  prote6lion  :  Therefore  his  Majeftie,  of  his  greate 
geale,  and  fingular  affeclion,  quhilk  bee  alwaies  hes  to  the  advancement 
of  the  trew  religion  prefentlie  profefl'ed  within  this  realme,  with  advife  and 
confent  of  his  Hieneffe  Eftaites,  ftatutis,  decernis,  and  declaris,  that  the 
Kirk  within  this  realme,  quhairin  the  famin  religion  is  profeffed,  is  the  trew 
and  halie  Kirk  ;  and  that  fick  Paftoures  and  Minifters  within  the  famin,  as 
at  ony  time  his  Majeftie  iall  pleal'e  to  provide  to  the  office,  place,  title,  and 
dignitie  of  ane  Bifhop,   Abbot,    or  vther  Prelate,   fall  at  all  time  hereafter 
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haue  vote  in  Parliament,  fiklike  and  als  freelie  as  ony  vther  Ecclefiafticall 
Prelate  had  at  ony  time  bygane  :  And  als  declaris,  that  all  and  quhatfum- 
ever  Bifliopprickes  prefentlie  vaikand  in  his  Hieneffe  handes,  quhilkis  as 
git  ar  vndifponed  to  ony  perfon,  or  quhilkis  fall  happen  at  ony  time  here- 
after to  vaik,  falbe  onelie  difponed  be  his  Majeftie  to  a6lual  Preachers  and 
Miniflers  in  the  Kirk  j  or  to  Ilk  vthers  perfones  as  falbe  foundin  apt  and 
qualified  to  vie  and  exercife  the  office  and  fun6lion  of  ane  Minifter  and 
Preacher  ;  and  quha  in  their  provifiones  to  the  faid  Bifliopprickes,  fal  accept 
in  and  vpon  them  to  be  a6lual  Paftoures  and  Miniflers  ;  and  according 
therto  fall  pra6lize  and  exerce  the  famin  thereafter. 

Item,  As  concerning  the  office  of  the  faidis  perfones  to  be  provided  to 
the  faidis  Bifhoppricks  in  their  fpirituall  policie  and  governement  in  the 
Kirk,  the  Eftaites  of  Parliament  hes  remitted,  and  remittis  the  famin  to  the 
Kingis  Majeftie,  to  be  advifed,  confulted,  and  agreed  vpon  be  his  Hienefle 
with  the  General  Affemblie  of  the  Miniflers,  at  fik  times  as  his  Majeftie 
fall  thinke  expedient  to  treat  with  them  thereupon  ;  but  prejudice  alwaies 
in  the  meane  time  of  the  jurifdifilion  and  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  eftabliflied 
be  a6les  of  Parliament,  maid  in  onie  time  preceeding,  and  permitted  be  the 
faidis  a6ls  to  all  Generall  and  Provincial  Afferablies,  and  vthers  quhatfum- 
ever  Prefbyteries  and  Selfiones  of  the  Kirk. 
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A.D.M.D.XCVII. 


The  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  haidin  at  Dundie 
the  7  day  of  Marche  1597'  In  the  quhilk  were  conveinit  the  Kings 
Majeftie  and  CommilTioners  from  all  Shyres  and  Townes  of  the 
countrey. 


Seffio  l''!7  Martij.     Poll  meridiem. 

Exhortatioun  beeand  made  be  Mr  Robert  Rollock,  Moderatour  of  the 
lall  Aflemblie,  ther  was  appointit  vpon  the  leits,  Mrs  Patrick  Simfone, 
David  Fergufone,  Peter  Blackburne,  James  Robertfone,  and  Robert  Wil- 
kie  ;  and  be  the  pluralitie  of  votes,  Mr  Peter  Blackburne  was  eleftit  Mo- 
deratour hac  vice. 


Seflio  2^-     8  Martij. 

Anent  the  Commiflioun  given  to  certain  brethren  of  the  North,  for  the 
abfolving  of  the  Erles  of  Angus,  Huntlie,  and  Erroll,  from  the  fentence  of 
excommunicatioun  :  The  AlTemblie  ordaines  Mr  Peter  Blackburne,  in  name 
of  the  reft,  to  give  in  in  wryte,  the  haill  forme  of  thair  abfolutioun,  and 
fatiffadlioun  to  the  articles  injoyned  to  them  in  the  laft  Affemblie,  to  the 
effe6l  the  fame  may  be  regiftrat  in  the  Bookes  of  the  Affemblie. 
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SelEo  3»-     Eodeni  die. 

Becaufe  there  is  no  accompt  tane  of  the  adls  of  every  Provinciall  Affem- 
blie  ;  therefore  it  is  flatute  and  ordainit,  that,  in  all  tymes  coming,  every 
Provinciall  Affembly  within  this  realme  fend  the  acls  of  thair  Synod  made 
fen  the  General!  Affemblie  immediatlie  preceiding-,  with  thair  Commiffion- 
ers  dire6l  be  them  to  the  next  Generall  Affemblie,  to  the  effe6l  the  brethren 
of  the  Generall  Affemblie  may  take  tryall  and  cognitioun,  that  the  pro- 
ceidings  of  every  Synod  be  done  decenter  et  ordine,  and  fo  allow  or  diffallow 
of  them  as  they  [lall]  think  meitt  ;  and  this  ordour  to  begin  at  the  nixt 
Generall  Affemblie. 

Item,  Becaufe  it  was  meinit  be  fome  of  the  brethren,  and  found  fault 
with,  that  fuch  as  vfes  to  be  appointit  Commiffioners  from  the  Synodalls 
to  the  General  Affemblie,  but  any  reafonable  caufe,  refufe  to  obey  and 
accept  thair  commifiioun,  quherthrow  it  falls  out  oftentymes,  that  at  the 
Generall  Affemblie  ther  inlakes  CommilConers  from  fome  Synods  :  Heirfor 
it  is  llatute  and  ordainit,  that  every  Synod  lall  chool'e  out  them  that  falbe 
thoght  moll  meit  to  come  as  Commillioners  to  the  Generall  Allemblie, 
who  iall  remaine  to  the  lafl,  day  of  the  Airemblie  inclufive  :  and  to  the 
effe6l  they  may  pretend  no  reafonable  caufe  in  the  contrair,  and  fpecialiie  of 
povertie,  therefor  it  is  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  in  cace  the  Commillioners 
that  are  chofen  may  not  commodioullie  awaite  vpon  the  AlTemblie  vpon 
thair  awin  expenlEs,  then  and  in  that  cace,  the  reft  of  the  quhilk  number 
he  is  chofin  fall  contribute  to  his  expenfiis,  according  to  the  abilitie  of  thair 
livings,  vnder  the  paine  of  the  tinfell  of  the  tenth  part  of  thair  flipends  ; 
quhilk  CommilTioners  beand  la  furnil'chit  be  ane  commoun  contributioun, 
as  faid  is,  he  fall  repaire  to  the  Generall  Affemblie,  and  remaine  vnto  the 
finall  end  therof,  vnder  the  paine  of  the  tinfell  of  the  tenth  part  of  his  awin 
ftipend  :  And  in  cace  either  the  Commiffioner  or  the  brethren  of  his 
Synodal],  through  not  obeying  every  ane  thair  proceffe  of  the  premifles 
refpe6tive,  incurreing  the  danger  of  the  penalties  above  rehearlit,  and  get 
refuling  to  make  payment  of  the  faids  penalties,  viz.  of  the  tenth  part  of 
thair  ftipends,  then  and  in  that  cace,  they  falbe  fufpendit  from  thair  calling 
and  funfitioun,  ay  and  quhill  they  fatiffie  the  fame. 

Anent  the  fummounds  railit  at  the  inftance  of  the  Synodall  of  Fyffe 
againft  Andro  Arnot,   Minifter  of  Scotlandwell,    craveand  the  faid  Andro, 
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conforme  to  his  promife,  to  mak  provifioun  for  the  kirk  of  Auchtermoonfie, 
ane  of  the  kirks  of  the  faid  Minillrie  :  The  laid  Andro  being  callit,  coni- 
peirit  and  declarit,  that  he  promifed  to  make  fufficient  proviiioun  for  the 
faid  kirk,  provyding  alwayes  he  were  refolvit  of  the  payment  of  his  thrid, 
quhilk  he  payes  prefentlie  to  Mr  Robert  Inchavv ;  quhilk  promife  he  pre- 
fentlie  ratified,  and  band  himfelfe  to  make  proviiioun  for  the  faid  kirk  of 
Auchtermoonfie  iramediatly  after  the  difl"olving  of  the  Affemblie,  he  being 
releivit  of  the  payment  of  the  thrid,  as  faid  is. 


Seffio  ^'i-     9  Martij. 

[The  Synod  of  Lothian  gave  in  their  grieves  againfl:  the  Commillioners 
of  the  Generall  Afl"embly,  whereupon  was  made  this  ordinance  follow- 
ing. C] 

The  Commiflioners  appointit  in  the  lafl,  Generall  Affemblie  for  planting 
of  the  townes  of  Edenburgh,  Dundie,  and  San(?l  Androes,  and  Inch  vther 
affaires,   as  at  mair  lenth  is  conteinit  in  the  faid  commillioun,  and  callit  to 
give  ane  accompt  of  fick  things  as  had  bein  done  be  them  be  vertue  of  thair 
commiHioun  forfaid,  Mr  James  Nicolfone,  in  name  of  the  reft,  produceit  a 
booke  containing  a  whole  regifter  of  thair  whole  procefs  and  proceidings 
fince  the  acceptatioun  of  the  faid  commiffioun,  quhilk  was  publicklie  red  in 
prefence  and  audience  of  the  haill  Aflcmblie  :    And  becaufe  ther  was  fome 
of  the  brethren  that  thoght  themfelves  greivit  at  certaine  of  thair  proceid- 
ings, therfor  it  was  thocht  expedient  that  the  brethren  after  following  fould 
cognofce  vpon  the  faids  greives  and  Commiilioners   aniuers  therto,  quhilk 
both  i'ould  be  givin  in  in  one  wryte  befor  them,  and  therafter  report  to  the 
haill   Affemblie  quhat  they  fand  therin  :     They  are  to  fay,   Mrs  George 
Monro,   James   Dundas,   Robert   Howie,   Duncane   Davidfone,    William 
Dowglas,  Andro  Mylne,  Andro  Lamb,  James  Robertfone,  William  Rynd, 
Archibald  Moncreiff,  Alexander  Lindlay,  David  Fergufone,  W^illiam  Cran- 
ftoun,   David   Spence,   Robert  Wilkie,    John   Knox,   Gawin    Hamiltoun, 
Johne  Hall,  Johne  Spotifwood,  Patrick  Symfone,  Robert  Darroch,    Harie 
Levinglloun,  David  Barcklay,  Hew  Fullertoun,  and  Johne  Welfcli. 
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Greives  to  be  proponit  to  his  Majeftie. 

Firil,  To  crave  of  his  Majellie  ane  releife  of  this  prefent  taxatioun  to  fick 
of  the  Miniflrie  as  pofTeiles  fmall  benefices  within  iij"  marks,  feing  they  are 
not  able  to  be  fuftainit  A'pon  the  fame. 

'2.  To  crave  in  g-enerall  for  the  haill  miniflrie,  that  they  be  not  troublit 
with  the  taxatioun  in  no  tyme  coining  ;  bot  that  the  officiars  that  ingathers 
the  fame,  charge  the  takfmen  immediatlie  quho  are  bund  to  releivethe  Mi- 
niflrie of  their  taxatioun  ;  becaute  fo  long  as  the  Miniflers  charges  thair 
takfmen,  not  only  it  averts  them  from  tliair  calling,  but  alfo  breids  a  grudge 
betuixt  them  and  thair  parochiners. 

3.  To  crave  a  redreiTe  of  the  abufe  of  the  buriall,  that  ane  a6l  of  Parlia- 
ment may  be  made,  difcharging  burialls  in  kirks. 

4.  To  crave  ane  redreffe  anent  adulterous  marriages,  quher  two  perfons, 
both  divorcit  for  adulterie  committit  either  with  vther,  craves  the  benefite 
of  the  Kirk  to  be  joynit  in  marriage. 

5.  To  crave  his  Majetlie,  quhat  ordour  falbe  tane  anent  the  relaxatioun 
of  luch  murtherers  from  excommunicatioun  as  are  alreadie  relaxit  from 
the  borne,  and  get  hes  not  fatiffied  the  partie,  quhilk  is  a  tokin  of  no 
penitencie. 

6.  To  advyce  with  his  Rlajeflie,  if  the  carieing  of  profefl  witches  from 
towne  to  towne,  to  trj'  witchcraft  in  vthers,  be  laufull  ordinar  tryall  of 
witchcraft,  or  nocht. 

7.  Anent  the  laik  patronages  :  To  lament  unto  his  Majefiie  the  great 
abufe  quhilk  the  late  a6l  of  Parliament  hes  brocht  in  giving  licence  to  the 
patrone  to  poffefTe  the  fruits  of  the  benefice,  in  cace  he  prefent  a  qualified 
man,  and  the  fame  be  not  admitted  be  the  Kirk  ;  vnder  colour  quherof 
they  vfe  to  prefent  ane  qualified  man  to  the  Prefliytrie,  and  hes  him  fworne 
to  fett  back  a  tack  of  the  fruites  of  the  benefice  to  the  patrone  :  quhervpon, 
albeit  the  perfon  prefentit  be  qualified,  get  the  Kirk  cannot  admitt  him, 
in  refpe6l  of  the  impediment  forfaid,  quherthrow  both  the  patrone  vplifts 
[the  frui6ls  of]  the  benefice,  and  the  Kirk  lyes  deflitute  ;  therfor  to  crave 
redrefTe  of  the  fame. 

6c 
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Seffio  5^-    Eodem  die. 

Anent  the  greives  givin  in  to  his  Majeftie  befor  noone,  his  Majeftie  being 
prefent  gave  his  anfueris  as  follovves : 

To  the  firft  and  fecond  :  His  Majeftie  defyrit  the  Commiffioners  to  be 
deput  from  this  Affemblie,  to  give  in  ane  fupplicatioun  to  the  Counfell, 
anent  the  fame,  qubervnto  his  Majeftie  fould  hold  hand  ;  and  in  the  mean 
tyme  promifed  to  caufe  ftay  all  farther  executioun  againft  lick  of  the  Min- 
iftrie  as  were  at  the  Affemblie  prefentlie,  quhill  the  15  of  Apryle  nixt  to 
come. 

Anent  burials  :  His  Majeftie  thocht  good  that  ane  fupplicatioun  flioiild 
be  givin  in  to  the  nixt  Parliament,  craveand  that,  for  avoyding  of  burialls 
in  kirks,  every  Nobleman  fould  bigge  a  fepulture  forhimfelfe  and  his  awin 
familie. 

Anent  adulterous  marriages  :  His  Majeftie  thocht  good  that  ane  fup- 
plicatioun ibuld  be  givin  in  to  the  nixt  Parliament,  craveand  fuch  mar- 
riages to  be  declairit  null  in  all  tyme  comeing,  and  the  bairnes  gottin  therin 
to  be  baflards. 

Anent  murtherers  :  His  jMajeftie  declared,  quhen  any  murtherer  is  re- 
laxit  from  the  home,  upon  cautioun  to  vnderly  the  law,  that  he  is  not, 
therfor,  fnnpliciter  relaxit,  bot  to  ane  day  to  abyde  tryall  of  his  fault  ;  and 
therfor  thinks  that  the  Kirk  may  continue  in  thair  cenfures  aganis  liich  a 
perfon,  and  deny  him  any  benefite  of  the  Kirk,  vntill  they  lie  evident 
tokins  of  repentance  in  him,  the  partie  be  fatiffied,  and  thervpon  ane  full 
remiilioun  obtainit. 

Anent  tryall  of  witchcraft  :  His  Majeftie  declared,  that,  be  ane  adl  of 
the  laft  Parliament,  it  is  remittit  to  certaine  of  his  Hienes  Counfell,  certaine 
Minifters  and  Advocates,  -to  conclude  vpon  [a  folid  order]  anent  tryall  of 
witches,  and  to  advyce  whither  the  forfaid  carieing  of  witches  is  perniifiive, 
[or  not.] 

Tuiching  the  quhilk,  the  Alfemblie  ordainit  Mr  Patrick  Galloway  and 
Johne  Duncanlbne  to  hald  his  Majeftie  in  remembrance. 

Anent  the  abufe  of  laik  patronages  :  His  Majeftie  thocht  good  lykewayes, 
that  ane  fupplicatioun  fould  be  givin  in  to  t!ie  nixt  Parliament  for  redreff- 
ing  of  the  fame. 

Becaufe  it  was  reportit  in  the  Affemblie,  that  albeit  fundrie  perfons  were 
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convi6l  of  witchcraft,  nevertlieles,  the  civill  Magiftrat  not  only  refufit  to 
punifli  them,  conforme  to  the  lawes  of  the  countrey,  hot  alfo,  in  contempt 
of  the  famein,  fetts  the  perfonsat  libertie,  quhilk  were  convi6l  of  witchcraft  : 
Therfor  the  Affemblie  ordaines  that,  in  all  tyme  coming,  the  Prelbytrie 
proceid  in  all  feveritie  vrith  thair  cenfures  aganis  [all]  fuch  Magiftrats  as 
fall  fet  at  libertie  any  perfon  convi6l  of  witchcraft  heirafter. 

Item,  Becaufe  diverfe  perlbns,  with  ane  prepolleroua  hade,  hes  proceidit 
to  the  band  of  Matrimonie,  without  any  laufuli  proclamatioun  of  thair 
bands,  quherthrow  the  ordinances  of  the  Kirk  are  hielie  contemnit :  Ther- 
for it  is  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  no  perfons  be  couplit  together  in  marriage, 
without  they  be  thryfe  laufullie  proclaimit  at  thair  awin  paroch  kirk,  ac- 
cording to  the  confuetude  obfervit  within  this  realme  :  and  in  cace  of 
contraveining  of  the  fame,  that  the  Minifter  be  depryvit  of  his  office  ;  and 
the  parties  ordainit  to  fatiifie  the  Kirk  be  public  repentance. 

Anent  bnrialls  :  It  is  ordainit,  that  no  pictures  or  images  be  caried  about 
in  burialls,  vnder  the  paine  of  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk. 

Item,  Becaufe  it  was  regratit,  that  becaufe  certaine  of  the  Minillrie  being 
bcneficit  perfons,  hes  fett  taks  and  affedatiouns  of  the  fruits  of  thair  benefice, 
and  therafter  hes  obtainit  licence  of  tranfportatioun  from  thair  kirk,  fo  that 
the  fame,  be  reafone  of  the  taks  let  be  them,  remains  continuallie  vnjdantit 
for  lake  of  provilioun  :  Therfor  it  is  ilatute  and  ordainit,  that,  in  tyme 
comeing,  no  Minifter  get  licence  of  tranfportatioun  from  his  Kirk,  befor  it 
be  tryed,  that  he  hes  not  hurt  the  benefice,  from  quhilk  he  wald  be  tran- 
fportit,  be  fetting  tacks  of  the  fruits  of  the  fame  ;  and  if  the  tacks,  that  were 
lett  befor  his  entrie  to  the  faid  benefice,  expyrit  in  his  tyme,  that  he  hes  re- 
newit  no  auld  tack,  but  confent  of  the  Generall  Affemblie,  and  meliora- 
tioun  of  his  benefice. 

Item,  Becaufe  for  lake  of  moyen,  lundrie  of  the  Minifters  hes  not  as  git 
obteinit  the  defignatioun  of  their  manfes  and  gleibes,  Therfor  it  is  ordainit, 
that  everie  Minifter,  that  is  not  git  poffeft  with  his  manfeand  gleib,  obtaine 
poffeiiioun  of  the  fame,  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Affemblie  :  And  in  cace  the 
perfon,  in  whofe  favours  the  defignatioun  is  grantit,  be  not  able,  throw  po- 
vertie,  to  awaite  vpon  the  law  for  [obtaining]  poiFeHioun  of  the  fame,  that 
the  reft  of  the  brethren  of  his  Prefliytrie  concurre  and  help  him  with  ex- 
penfTes  for  obtaining  of  the  fame. 
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Seffio  6=-    10  Mart  ij.    . 

Anent  the  proceidings  of  the  CommifTioners  appointit  in  the  laft  Gene- 
rall  AlFemblie,  quhilk  they  did  anent  the  planting  of  the  Miniftrie  of  Sandl 
Androes,  and  anent  the  examinatioun  of  the  depohtioun  of  Mr  Johne 
Rutherfuird  :  The  Airemblie  ratifies,  allowis,  and  approves  thair  proceid- 
ings therin. 

And  farther  ordaines,  for  reafonable  caiifes  moving  [them,]  Mr  Robert 
Wallace  to  be  relaxit  from  the  fentence  of  fufpenfioim  from  his  Minillrie, 
pronuncit  in  thair  decreit  againil  him,  he  fatiffieand  my  Lord  of  Menmure, 
be  the  advyce  of  Mrs  David  Lindfay,  Robert  Bruce,  and  Robert  Rollock, 
to  the  effe6l  he  may  be  placit  to  forve  in  fick  parts,  quher  the  Kirk  fall 
think  his  travells  to  be  bell  imployit. 

As  concerning  Mr  Johne  Rutherfuirds  procefs,  and  the  reft  of  the  things 
done  in  San6l  Androes  be  the  iaids  Commiffioners  :  Mrs  David  Black, 
Johne  Carmichaell,  Robert  Durie,  Alexander  Forfythe,  and  the  reft  of  the 
brethren  of  the  Prefbytrie  of  San(!il  Androes  that  were  ther  prefent,  after 
reafoning  of  fuch  things  quherof  they  had  not  bein  of  before  relolved,  de- 
clared themfelves  fatiffied  therin. 

Becaufe  it  was  reportit  be  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Generall  AlFemblie, 
that  the  conftant  Piatt  for  planting  of  every  particular  kirk,  was  kindred 
be  the  takfmen  who  hes  the  haill  teinds  in  thair  hands,  and  reful'eth  to  con- 
difcend  to  any  fubftantiall  ordour  anent  the  planting  of  the  Miniftrie,  with- 
out fome  fecuritie  were  made  vnto  them  anent  the  reft  of  thair  teinds  : 
Therfor  the  Affemblie  thocht  good  to  confidderquhatbe  the  conditions  cravit 
be  thair  takfmen,  in  cace  of  augmentatioun  of  the  duetie  of  thair  tackis  for 
fuftentatioun  of  the  Miniftrie  :  To  the  quhilk  it  was  anfuerit  be  the  vili- 
tours  of  Murray  and  Aberdeine,  that  the  taxmen  defyrit  ane  perpetuitie  of 
thair  tacks,  be  renewing  therof  at  thair  outruning  without  greiftbm  : 
[Mernes  offered  prefently  to  augment  in  vidlual,  upon  condition  that  the 
tacks  be  renewed  at  the  outrunning  therof,  for  a  liquidat  fumnie,  in  name 
of  greffom  :]  The  lyke  offerit  Angus:  Clidfdaill,  Galloway,  Lauthian, 
and  Fyfe,  wald  make  no  offer. 

Upon  confideration  quherof,  the  brethren  defyrit  his  Majeftie  that  ane 
law  might  be  made  anent  the  augmentatioun  of  the  duetie  of  the  tackis  for 
Fuftentatioun  of  the  Miniftrie  :   To  the  quhilk  his  Majeftie  offerit  willingly 
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to  deale  with  the  takfinen  in  uich  lort,  that  they  fould  be  forcit  to  augment 
the  duetie  of  thair  tackis  to  a  realbnable  and  competent  living  for  ane 
Miniller  at  every  kirk,  vpon  conditioun  they  had  Ibme  realbnable  eafe  of 
thair  teinds.  And  for  effectuating  therof,  the  Aflemblie  ordaines  every 
Minifler  to  give  in  a  particular  overture  in  wryte  to  the  Commiilioners 
quhilk  falbe  appointit  be  the  Generall  AiFemblie,  [and  information,] 
quhat  is  the  jull  valour  of  the  teinds  of  his  paroch  ;  to  quhom  they  are 
fett ;  for  quhat  duetie  ;  to  quhom  the  duetie  is  payit  ;  and  quhat  better 
every  ane  can  give  for  planting  his  awin  kirk  ;  to  the  effe6l  his  Majeftie, 
with  advyce  of  the  faid  Commiilioners,  may  take  ane  folid  ordour  anent 
the  fufficient  planting  of  every  particular  kirk  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Gene- 
rall Affemblie. 


Seflio  7^"    Eodcm  die. 

The  brethren  appointit  to  try  the  proceidings  of  the  Commiilioners  of 
the  lall  Affemblie,  and  the  greives  givin  in  againft  the  fame,  with  the  Com- 
miilioners anfuers  therto,  declairit,  that  they  had  confidderit  the  haill  gmeves 
givin  in  be  the  Synodall  of  Lauthiane,  and  the  Commiilioners  anfuers 
made  to  the  lame  ;  and  that  they  thocht  it  expedient,  fo  that  it  were  the 
will  of  the  Affemblie,  that  the  I'aids  greives  and  anfuers  ibuld  be  buried  : 
Notheles,  the  AH'emblie,  for  l'atilfa6liouu  of  the  haill  brether,  thocht  good, 
that  the  faidis  greives  and  anfuers  fould  be  red  in  audience  of  the  haill  A(- 
femblie  ;  quhilk  being  done,  after  voicing,  it  was  concludit,  that  the  pro- 
cefs  and  proceidings  of  the  faids  Commiilioners  fould  be  ratified  in  that 
pairt  ;  and  the  faids  greives  and  anfuers  buried  and  obliterat,  for  continu- 
ance of  peace  and  qnyetnes  in  the  Kirk. 


Seffio  S^-    11  iMartij. 

The  brethren,  after  revifeing  of  the  hail!  proceidings  of  the  Commiilion- 
ers of  the  laft  Affemblie,  ratifies,  alio  wis,  and  approves  [the  fame  ;]  and 
ordaines  the  haill  greives  givin  in,  and  anfuers  made  therto,  to  be  buried 
and  put  out  of  memorie. 

For  better  executioun  of  thair  proceidings,   the   General  Affemblie  or- 
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daines  Mrs  Pi,obert  RoUock,  David  Lindfay,  Robert  Pont,  Patrick  Gallo- 
way, Johne  Duncanfone,  James  Nicolfone,  Thomas  BucLannan,  George 
Glaidilanes,  or  any  fyve  of  them,  to  conveine  with  his  Majeilie,  to  put  the 
decreit  of  the  faids  CommiiTioners,  anent  the  planting-  of  Edenburgh,  to 
farther  executionn,  and  place  the  Minifters  of  Edinburgh  at  thair  particu- 
lar flocks ;  ordaining  lykewayes  the  Miniiiers  of  Edenburgh  to  obey  the 
faid  decreit  be  accepting  every  one  of  them  thair  particular  flocks,  vnder 
the  paine  of  deprlvatioun  from  thair  Minifl;rie  ;  and  in  cace  of  difl'obedience 
on  thair  parts,  and  none  acceptatioun  of  thair  particular  flockis,  as  faid  is, 
that  the  (aids  Comminioners  depryve  them  from  thair  fundlion  [of  the 
i\Iiniftrie  :]  And  therafter  ordaines  the  faids  CommiflTioners  to  plant  the 
Kirk  of  Edenburgh  with  fuch  of  the  wyfeil  and  moll  difcreit  of  the  breth- 
ren as  they  fall  think  moil  meit,  to  the  glorie  of  God  and  edificatioun  of  the 
particular  flotkis  within  the  towne  of  Edenburgh  ;  and  in  the  meane  tyme, 
quhill  the  faids  Commiffioners  conveine  for  performing  of  the  premiffes, 
the  brethren  ordaines  the  Minilters  of  Edenburgh  to  continue  in  the 
preaching  of  the  Word  and  miniilration  of  the  facraments. 


Sellio  10«-    13  iMartij. 

Becaufe  fundrie  of  the  bretbren  defyrit  to  be  fatiffied  of  his  Majeflies 
mynd  be  his  awin  mouth  toward  certaine  of  the  Miniftrie,  and  in  fpeciall 
toward  tbe  Miniftrie  of  Edinburgh,  anent  quhatfoevir  thrawarts  or  accidents 
that  hes  fallen  out  thir  two  geirs  bygane  ;  his  Majeftie,  for  making  his 
mynd  more  cleirlie  to  be  vnderftood  be  the  haill  brethren,  declarit  himfelfe 
to  be  content  and  fatiffied  with  the  Miniftrie  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  that  his 
Hienes  did  beare  no  grudge  nor  evill  will  to  any  of  them  for  any  accidents 
quhilk  hes  fallin  out  in  any  tyme  bygane,  and  that  tbe  fame  fould  never  be 
remembrit  be  his  Majeftie  in  any  tyme  comeing  ;  bot  that  his  Hienes  and 
they,  (to  the  quhilk  the  Miniftrie  of  Edinburgh  willinglie  aggreit,)  fould 
never  call  any  of  thefe  accidents  fiallin  out  in  any  tyme  bygane  to  remem- 
brance, neither  make  mentioun  of  the  fame  in  privat  I'peiches  or  publick 
lermons,  in  any  tyme  heirafter. 

The  quhilk  day,  in  prefence  of  tbe  haill  AlTemblie,  tbe  Kings  Majeftie 
having  declarit  his  advyce  anent  the  neceflitie  of  Conimiflioners,  to  be  ap- 
pointed   be    the   Generall    Aircmblie,    to  awaite   and   concurre   with   his 
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Majellie  fur  bring-'ing  to  aiie  fiiiall  end,  the  loiig-fome  worke  of  the  conftant 
Piatt  for  the  phiuting'  of  Minillers  at  the  principall  burghes  within  this 
realnie,  in  cace  any  of  thir  places  fall  happin  to  vaike  betuixt  and  the  nixt 
Generall  Afleniblie  ;  for  awaiting  on  the  Parliament,  if  any  lalbe,  and 
craveing  the  redreffe  of  lick  things  quherwith  the  Minillers  Call  find  them- 
I'elves  greivit ;  and  finallie,  for  redrelfing  of  lick  enormities,  and  awaiting 
vpon  fuch  good  occaliouns,  as  may  fall  out  before  the  nixt  Generall  Af- 
femblie ;  defyreing,  therfor,  that  the  brethren  wald  confidder  the  neceflitie 
forfaid,  and  according  to  their  difcretioun,  whither  if  it  were  expedient, 
that  ane  commiifioun  fould  be  grantit  to  certaine  of  the  moft  wife  and  dil- 
creit  of  the  brethren  for  the  caufes  forfaids  :  The  quhilk  his  Majefties  ad- 
vyce  the  Affemblie  thinks  very  necelTar  and  expedient,  and  therfor  lies 
givin  and  grantit,  and,  he  the  tenour  heirof,  gives  and  grants,  thair  full 
power  and  comniillioun  to  Mrs  Peter  Blackburne,  James  Nicolfone,  Andro 
Mylne,  Alexander  Dowglas,  Johne  Ramfay,  Thomas  Buchannan,  David 
Fergufone,  William  Cranftoun,  George  Glaidftaines,  Alexander  Lindfay, 
Harie  Livingftoun,  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay,  Robert  Rollock,  John 
Hall,  Johne  Clappertoiin,  Johne  Knox,  Gavin  Hamiltoun,  Andro  Knox, 
his  Majellies  and  the  Princes  Minifters,  or  any  nyne  of  them,  to  conveine 
with  his  Majeille,  at  fuch  tynie  and  place  as  falbe  found  expedient ;  with 
power  to  them,  or  any  nyne  of  them,  to  concurre  with  his  Majellie,  anent 
the  fetting  downe  and  concluding  of  the  foiid  grounds  and  fundament  of 
the  conliant  Plait,  and  quhat  fecuritie  falbe  made  to  the  taxmen  for  the 
remnant  of  thair  teinds  :  Quhilks  grounds  being  fett  downe  be  them,  they 
fall  make  every  Prefbytrie  within  this  realme  privie  to  the  fame  ;  and  in 
cace  the  faids  Prefbytries,  be  thair  Commiflioners  or  be  themfelves,  after 
vifitationn  of  the  faids  grounds  and  conclufiouns,  ratifie  and  approve  the 
fame,  with  power  to  the  faids  Commiflioners,  or  any  nyne  of  them,  to  con- 
veine therafter  with  his  Majellie  and  [Lords  of]  the  Privie  Couiifell,  hav- 
ing the  power  of  the  Parliament  to  that  effefil,  and  there  to  put  ane  finall 
end  and  conclufioun  to  the  conftant  Piatt,  and  folid  planting  of  every  par- 
ticular kirk  within  this  realme  ;  with  power  alfo  to  the  faids  Commillion- 
ers,  or  any  nyne  of  them,  to  plant  fufBcient  Minifters  in  the  principall 
burghes  within  this  realme,  in  cace  the  Miniitrie  therof  lall  happin  to  vaike 
betuixt  and  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie,  and  in  fpeciall  to  take  care  anent 
the  provilioun  of  Minifters  to  his  Alajefties  and  the  Princes  houfes,  the 
kirks  of  Newabbay,  and  Dumfreis;   v.ith  power  alfo  to  the  faids  Commif. 
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fioners,  or  any  nyne  of  them,  to  awaite  vpon  the  Parliament,  if  any  falbe 
befor  the  nixt  Airemblie,  and  give  in  the  greives  of  the  I'amein,  defyrand 
them  to  be  redraft  ;  and  to  give  thair  advycc  to  his  Majeflie,  for  avoyding 
or  efciiewing  of  any  danger  or  inconvenient  quhilk  may  be  licklie  to  fall 
out  in  prejudice  of  the  Kirk  :  And  lykewayes,  in  cace  his  Majeflie  find 
himfelfe  greivit,  or  crave  redreffe  of  any  enorniitie  done  to  his  Hienes  be 
any  of  the  Miniftrie,  with  power  to  them,  or  any  nyne  of  them,  to  fitt  and 
cognofce  vpon  the  fame,  quherin,  for  thair  better  informatioun  of  the  cryme 
or  fa6l  quhilk  fall  happin  to  be  committit,  they  fall  crave  tiie  advyce  of  the 
moil  difcreit  of  the  Preibytrie  quher  the  offender  dwells,  as  they  fall  think 
expedient,  and  therafter  proceid  in  taking  tryall  of  the  fadl  be  themfelves 
and  conclude  therin,  as  falbe  moft  expedient  to  the  glorie  of  God,  and 
peace  and  quyetnes  of  the  Kirk  within  this  realme :  And,  finallie,  with 
exprelTe  power  and  command  to  the  faidis  Comraiffioners,  to  propone  to  his 
Majeflie  at  thair  conventiouns,  the  petitiouns  and  greives,  afweill  of  this 
Affeniblie  in  generall,  as  of  every  member  therof  in  particular,  as  falbe 
nieinit  vnto  them,  promittend  de  rato,  &c. 

Anent  the  forfaid  commilfioun  grantit  for  redrelTe  of  fucli  things  as  fall 
happin  his  Majeflie  to  be  ofFendit  with  in  the  perlon  of  any  of  the  IMinif- 
trie  :  His  Majeflie  declarit  in  pref'ence  of  the  haill  AfTemblie,  that  albeit 
the  haill  power  of  cognofceing  of  fuch  perfons,  be  devolvit  in  the  perfons 
of  the  Commifiioners,  quho  fould  concurre  with  his  Majeflie  to  that  effeft  ; 
nevirtheles,  his  Majeflie  mynds  no  wayes  to  trouble  the  Commiffioners 
with  any  fuch  matters,  vnlefFe  firft  it  be  knowin  notoriouflie,  that  the 
Prefbytfie,  quher  the  offender  maks  refidence,  both  lies  gottin  knowledge 
of  the  fa<?t,  and  either  hes  altogether  negledlit  the  tryall  therof,  or  els 
not  fatifficd  his  Majeflie  with  the  punilhment  imponit  to  the  offenders  be 
them. 


SefTio  1  !"■     Eodem  die. 

Forfameikle  as  the  CommifTioners  of  the  Generall  Airemblie,  at  the  Par- 
liament lialdin  in  December  laft  bypall,  vpon  ane  earneft  zeale  quhilk  they 
did  alwayes.beare  to  the  weill  of  the  Kirk,  had  givin  in  certaine  articles  to 
the  Lords  of  Parliament,  concerning  the  libertie  of  the  Kirk,  and  in  fpeciall 
had  craveit  that  the  Miniftrie,  as  reprelenting  the  true  Kirk  of  God  within 
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this  realme,  and  fo  being  the  third  Eftate  in  this  realme,  might  have  vote 
in  Parhament  according  to  the  loveable  adls  and  conftitntiouns  of  before 
made  in  Parliament,  in  favours  of  the  friedome  and  libertie  of  the  holie 
Kirk  ;  quhilks  thair  travells  and  indevores,  proceiding  alwayes  vpon  ane 
godly  intentioun,  they  fubmittit  to  the  cenfures  of  this  prefent  Aileniblie, 
defyreing  the  brethren  to  allow  or  dilfallow  the  fame,  as  they  fould  think 
moft  expedient  for  the  glorie  of  God  and  the  eftablifching  of  the  true  reli- 
gioiin  within  this  realme  :  Quhervpon  the  brethren  being  ryplie  advyfit, 
allowit  the  honelt  and  godlie  intentioun  of  the  Commiffioners  in  craveing 
vote  in  Parliament  [for  the  Miniftrie,]  as  conforme  and  aggrieing  to  fundrie 
vther  a6ls  of  the  Aflemblies  preceiding,  in  the  quhilk  it  hes  bein  found 
expedient  that  the  Kirk  fould  [fute]  vote  in  Parliament. 

Forfameikle  as  his  Majeftie  is  willing  to  vtter  his  good  intentioun  that 
he  hes  alwayes  borne  to  the  eftablifching  of  the  true  Kirk  of  God  within 
this  realme,  declairit,  that  for  the  better  performance  thereof,  his  Hienes 
had  ailifted  the  Commilfioners  of  the  laft  Affemblie  in  craveing  vote  in 
Parliament  in  name  of  the  Kirk  ;  quhilk  thair  fute,  albeit  it  was  in  fome 
pairt,  and  [as  it  were]  in  a  certaine  manner,  grantit  be  the  Lords  of  Par- 
liament ;  get  the  acceptatioun  therof,  the  forme,  and  haill  circumftances 
of  the  perfons,  were  referritt  to  this  Generall  Affemblie,  to  be  acceptit  or 
refuilit  as  the  Kirk  fould  think  expedient.  And  feing  his  Majeftie  had  an- 
ticipat  the  appointit  tyme  of  the  AlFemblie,  and  defyred  the  brethren  to 
conveine  at  this  prefent  time,  efpecially  for  the  caufe  forfaid ;  therfor  his 
Majeftie  defyrit  that  the  brethren  wald  enter  in  a  particular  confideratioun 
of  the  haill  points  of  the  faid  a6l  in  every  particular  point  thereof;  and 
firft  to  reafon,  in  publick  audience  of  the  haill  Affemblie,  whither  it  were 
lawfull  and  expedient,  that  the  Miniftrie,  [as]  reprefenting  vndoubtedlie 
the  Kirk  within  this  realme,  fould  have  vote  in  Parliament,  or  not. 

The  laid  queftioun  being  at  verie  great  lenth  reafonit  and  debaittit  in 
vtramque  partem,  in  prefence  of  the  haill  brethren,  and  therafter  vottit, 
the  Generall  Aflemblie  votis,  [finds,]  and  concludis,  that  it  is  neceffar  and 
expedient  for  the  weill  of  the  Kirk,  that  the  Miniftrie,  as  the  thrid  Eftate 
of  this  realme,  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  have  vote  in  Parliament. 

6d 
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Seino  12»-     14  Martij. 

Concerning-  the  number  of  the  Miniftrie  that  fould  have  vote  in  Parlia- 
ment in  name  of  the  Kirk,  it  vras  lykevrayes  concludit  and  thocht  expedi- 
ent, that  als  many  of  them  fould  be  chofm  for  the  vote  [in  Parliament]  as 
was  wont  of  auld,  in  tyme  of  the  Papifticall  Kirk,  to  be  BiCchops,  Abbots, 
and  Pryours,  that  had  the  lyke  libertie,  viz.  to  the  number  of  fiftie  and  ane, 
or  therby. 

Item,  After  reafoning,  it  was  vottit  and  concludit,  that  the  ele6lioun  of 
fick  of  the  Miniftrie  as  fould  have  vote  in  Parliament,  aucht  to  be  of  ane 
mixt  qualitie,  and  appertaine  partlie  to  his  Majeftie,  and  partlie  to  the 
Kirk.  And  becaufe,  through  fliortnefs  of  tyme,  the  brethren  could  not  be 
perfytelie  refolvit  in  the  remanent  heids  and  circumttances  concerning  the 
office  of  him  that  fould  have  vote  in  Parliament,  viz.  de  modo  eligendi ;  of 
his  rent ;  of  the  continuance  of  his  office,  whither  he  fould  be  chofin  ad 
poenam,  or  not ;  of  his  name ;  of  the  cautions  for  prefervatioun  of  him 
from  corruptiouns,  and  fick  vther  circumftances  :  Therfor  the  Affemblie 
ordaines  every  Prefbytrie  to  be  rypelie  and  throughlie  advyiit  with  the  par- 
ticular heids  above  wrytin  ;  and  therafter  to  convocat  thair  Synodall  Af- 
femblies  through  the  haill  countrey  vpone  ane  day,  quhilk  falbe  the  firll 
Tuel'day  of  Junij  nixt  to  come,  and  ther,  after  new  realoning  and  advyfe- 
ment  of  the  particular  heids  above  wrytin,  that  every  Synodall  choofe  out 
thrie  of  the  wyfeft  of  thair  number,  quho  falbe  readie  vpon  his  Rlajefties  ad- 
vertifement,  quhilk  falbe  vpon  ane  moneths  warning  at  the  leaft,  to  conveine 
with  his  Majeftie,  together  with  Do6lours  of  the  Vniverfitie,  viz.  Mrs 
Andro  Melvill,  Johne  Johnftoun,  Robert  RoUock,  Patrick  Sharpe,  Robert 
Howie,  Robert  Wilkie,  and  James  Mertin,  fick  day  and  place  as  his  Majeftie 
fall  think  expedient,  with  power  to  them  to  treat,  reafian  and  conferre  vpon 
the  faids  heids,  and  vthers  pertaining  thereto  ;  and  in  cace  of  aggriement 
and  vniformitie  of  opiniouns,  to  vote  and  conclude  the  haill  queftioun  con- 
cerning vote  in  Parliament :  vtherwayes,  in  cace  of  diicrepance  and  vari- 
ance, to  referre  the  concluiioun  therof  to  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie. 

For  better  obferving  of  the  Prefbytries,  It  is  ftatute  or  ordainit,  that 
every  Prelbytrie  fall  affemble  themfelves  once  ordourly,  ilk  weike  in  thair 
full  number,  at  the  leaft  fo  many  of  them  as  hes  thair  refidence  within  aucht 
myles  to  the  place  of  the  ordinar  conventioun  of  the  Prelbytrie. 
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That  every  member  of  the  Prefbytrie  ftudie  the  text  quhervpon  the  exer- 
cife  is  to  be  made. 

That  a  commoun  heid  of  religioun  be  intreattit  every  moneth  in  ilk  Pref- 
bytrie, both  be  way  of  difcourle  and  difputation. 

That  every  Paftour  have  ana  ouklie  exercife  of  inflru6lioun  and  exarai- 
natioun  of  ane  part  of  his  congregatioun  in  the  Catechifme. 

Quhilks  haill  heids  are  ordainit  to  be  obfervit  vnder  the  paine  of  incur- 
ring- the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk. 


Sellio  ultima.     Eodem  die. 

Anent  the  Proteftatioun  given  in  be  Mr  John  Davidfone,  for  himfelfe 
and  in  name  of  certaine  brethren,  as  he  alledgit,  pi-otelling,  that  this  prelent 
Affemblie  was  not  ane  frie  AITemblie  ;  quhilk  his  Protellatioun  he  defyrit 
to  be  infert  in  the  bookes  of  the  Affemblie. 

It  being  inquirit  be  the  Moderatour,  if  any  man  wald  adhere  to  the  faid 
Protefiatioun  :  There  was  none  found  that  wald  adhere  to  the  fume,  nor 
was  of  the  faid  Mr  John  his  opinioun  thereanent ;  and  therforo  the  brethren 
difchargeit  the  Clerk  to  infert  the  fame  in  the  books  of  the  Affemblie. 

The  brethren  having  red  and  confident  the  paines  and  travells  takin  be 
Mr  Patrick  Sharp,  Principall  of  the  Colledge  of  Giafgow,  and  his  Leflbuns 
vpon  the  Catechifme  and  grounds  of  religioun,  allowis  of  the  fame,  and  thinks 
them  very  neceffar  and  profitable  ;  and  therfor  ordaines  them  to  be  printit. 

Becauie  the  queflioun  anent  funimar  excommunicatioun,  for  lakeof  tyme, 
cannot  be  commodioufly  intreatit  at  this  prelent,  therefor  the  brethren  con- 
tinewis  the  lame  quhill  the  next  AIFemblie  :  in  the  meane  tyme  fulpends  all 
lummar  excommunicatioun. 

Becaufe  ther  hes  bein  no  ordour  fett  downe  hitherto  anent  the  number 
of  Commilfioners  [to  be]  diredl  from  every  Prefbitrie  to  be  f'ent  to  the 
Generall  Affemblie,  Therfor  it  is  ftatute  and  ordanit,  that,  in  all  tyme 
comeing,  thrie  of  the  wyfeft  and  the  graveft  of  the  brethren  falbe  dire6l  from 
every  Prelbytrie  at  the  moft,  as  Commilfioners  to  every  Affemblie  ;  and 
that  none  prefume  to  come  but  commitCoun,  except  they  have  a  Ipeciall 
complaint ;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Affemblie  take  heid  to  receive  no 
more  in  commilfioun  bot  thrie  allanerlie,  as  faid  is  ;  and  lykewayes  that  ane 
be  direct  from  every  Prefbytrie  in  name  of  Barrones,  and  ane  out  of  every 
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burgh  except  Edinbiirgli,  quhilk  fall  have  power  to  diredl  two  Commif- 
lioners  to  the  Generall  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  the  Towne  of  Dundie,  craveing  ane 
vther  Minifter  to  be  appointit  to  them  in  place  of  William  Chryftefone, 
quho  through  age  is  not  able  to  difcharge  his  calling :  The  brethren  thocht 
their  defyre  reafonabill ;  and  having  appointit  on  the  leits  Mrs  Johne  Hall, 
Miniiler  at  Leith,  and  Robert  Howie,  Principall  of  the  New  Colledge  of 
Aberdein,  be  pluralitie  of  vottis,  Mr  Robert  Howie  was  cholin  to  be  Min- 
ifter at  Dundie,  and  ordainit  to  be  tranfportit  with  all  poifible  diligence. 

Becaufe  it  was  reportit  that  the  Miniftrie  of  Orknay  had  diiapidat  thair 
benefices  be  fetting  of  tackis  of  the  rent  of  the  fame,  to  the  great  hurt  and 
prejudice  of  the  kirks,  Therfor  it  is  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  none  of  the 
Minifters  of  Orknay  or  getland  fett  any  tacks  of  any  part  of  the  fruites  of 
thair  benefices,  nor  get  give  thair  confent  to  the  tackis  that  falbe  fett  be 
vthers,  in  any  tyme  comeing,  vnder  the  paine  of  deprivatioun. 

Becaufe  it  was  reportit  be  certaine  of  the  brethren,  that  notwithftanding 
of  the  adlis  of  the  Affemblies  proceiding  againft  faillors  and  traffiquers  with 
Spaine,  the  faid  traffique  was  not  interniittit,  Therfor  the  Aifeuiblie  or- 
daines  the  a6ls  made  anent  the  faids  traffickers  to  be  put  to  farther  execu- 
tioun  in  all  points,  but  any  refpedl  of  perfons. 

The  Airemblie  hes  ordainit  the  Prelbitries  of  Dundie  and  Arbroth  to 
fummond  befor  them  the  Counteffis  of  Huntlie,  Sutherland,  and  Cathnes,  to 
fubfcryve  the  Confeflioun  of  Faith,  vnder  the  paine  of  excommunicatioun  ; 
quhilk  fummounds  falbe  execute  be  Mr  William  Paip,  quho  fall  fummound 
the  Ladie  Cathnes  ;  Alexander  Dowglas,  the  Ladie  Huntlie  ;  and  George 
Monro,  the  Ladie  Sutherland. 

The  brethren  ordaines  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie  to  be  haldin  at 
Aberdein,  the  firft  Tuefday  of  July  1599  geirs. 


[By  the  Kings  Proclamations  the  next  General  Affembly  was  appointed 
to  be  holden  at  Montrofle  in  March.  C] 
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A.D.  M.DC. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  haldin  at  Montrois, 
the  18  of  Marche  IfiOO  geirs :  Quher  the  Kings  Maieftie  being 
perfonallie  prel'ent,  were  conveinit  the  Commiffioners  of  Schyres. 


Seffio  1^- 

Exhortatioun  being  made  be  Mr  Peter  Blackburne,  Moderatour  of  the 
laft  Affemblie,  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  Patrick  Galloway,  Robert  Wilkie, 
Patrick  Sharp,  James  Melvill,  and  Patrick  Simfone,  were  appointit  on  the 
leits  :  Be  pluralitie  of  votis  Mr  Robert  Wilkie  was  eleftit  Moderatour 
hac  vice. 


Seffio  f2*-    Eodem  die. 

The  Commiffioners  appointit  in  the  laft  Generall  Affemblie  for  vifita- 
tioun  of  the  kirks  within  every  Prefbitrie,  as  are  particularlie  divydit  in 
the  faid  Commiffioun,  being  requyrit  quhat  diligence  they  had  done  in  dif- 
charge  of  the  faid  commiflioun  :  It  was  anluerit  for  the  moft  part  of  them, 
that  they  were  not  able  to  difcharge  any  part  of  the  feid  commiffioun,  in 
refpe6l  they  wantit  moyen  to  make  thair  expenffis  during  the  tyme  of  the 
vifitatioun  :  and  therfor  the  Affemblie  thocht  good  that  it  fould  be  meanit 
to  his  Maieftie,   that  through  inlake  of  cxpcncis  the   worke  of  vilitatioun 
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was  lyke  to   ceafe,    and   to    crave    that   fome    remeid    may    be    provydit 
therto. 

Forfameikle  as  it  was  regratit,  that  the  acl  made  in  the  laft  Affemblie, 
anent  the  ordinar  keiping  of  Prefbytries,  and  the  reforting  therto,  was  not 
regardit  be  fundrie  of  the  Miniflrie,  and  fpeciallie  be  them  of  the  Prefbi- 
tries  of  Air  and  Irwing  :  Therfor  the  Generall  Affemblie  ordaines  the 
laid  a6l  to  be  put  to  executioun  in  all  points,  throughout  all  the  Prelbitries 
within  this  realme  ;  and  quhofoevir  contenines  and  violats  the  famein,  after 
twyfe  admonitioun,  that  he  be  fufpendit  from  his  minillrie  :  ordaining  the 
vilitors,  that  falbe  appointit  fra  this  Affemblie,  to  report  to  the  nixt  Al- 
lemblie  quhat  diligence  they  find  done,  tuiching  the  keiping  of  the  faid  a6t. 


Seffio  3^-      19  Martij. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  the  Synodall  of  Galloway,  making 
inentioun,  that  quher  they  had  ane  a6l  for  the  eretling  and  bigging  of  ane 
kirk  at  the  burgh  of  Stranrawer,  within  the  Prefbitrie  of  Wigtoun,  and  an- 
nexatioun  therto  of  the  20  pound  land  of  the  parochine  of  the  Inche,  lyand 
towards  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  pertaining  to  the  Lairds  of  Garthland,  Stran- 
rawer, Kinhilt,  and  Sorbie,  with  the  i29  mark  land  of  the  parochin  of  Sal- 
fett,  the  fj\e  mark  land  of  Auchterlure,  and  fyve  mark  land  of  Stranrawer, 
as  being  moft  commodious  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  lands,  for  refort- 
ing to  the  faid  kirk  for  heiring  of  the  Word  ;  vnto  the  quhilk  ereftioun 
and  annexatioun  forfaid,  the  heritours  and  kyndlie  tennents  of  the  faids 
lands,  hes  alreadie  givin  thair  confent :  defyreand,  therfor,  the  Generall 
Affemblie  will  ratifie  and  approve  the  fame,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  conteinit  in 
thair  fupplicatioun.  The  Generall  Affemblie  [ratifies  and]  approves  the 
eredling  [and  annexatione]  forfaid,  of  the  faid  Synodall  of  Galloway  in  all 
points. 

Becaufe  the  generall  queftioun  was  proponit  to  the  haill  Affemblie, 
quher  congregatiouns  are  fo  fpatious,  that  a  great  part  therof  may  not 
comniodiouflie  refort  to  thair  awin  paroch  kirk,  be  reafon  of  the  great  dif- 
tance  of  thair  habitatioun  therfra.  If  it  be  lawfull  to  ane  number  of  the 
faid  congregatioun  to  big  ane  new  kirk,  and  intertaine  a  Paflor  at  the  fame 
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vpon  thair  awin  expenlTis  :  The  Generall  Affemblie,  after  lang  reafoning-, 
thinks  it  both  lawful!  and  expedient,  and  declares  they  will  aflill  the  famein 
as  a  godlie  wark,  and  will  crave  the  famein  to  be  ratified  in  Parliament, 
how  fo  oft  it  fall  occurre. 

Becaufe  it  was  reportit,  that  a  great  number  of  gentlemen,  and  vthers  of 
this  realme,  wilfullie  and  obftinatelie  abftaines  from  the  holie  coramunioun  ; 
fome  vnder  coUour  of  deadlie  feids,  and  fome  for  fome  vther  licht  caufes  : 
Therfor,  for  remeid  of  the  faid  abufe,  it  is  llatute  and  ordainit.  That  all 
Prelbitries,  within  this  realme,  give  expreffe  charge  and  command  to  every 
particular  Miniller  within  thair  bounds,  charging  them  to  take  vp  the  names 
of  all  them  within  thair  parochines,  quho  hes  not  communicat  ilk  geir  anes 
at  the  leiil ;  and  therafter  fummond  them  [to  compeir]  befor  the  Prelhi- 
trie,  to  heir  and  fie  themfelves  decernit  to  communicat  within  thrie  monethis 
nixt  after  the  charge  ;  certifieand  them  and  they  failgie,  the  a<3;  of  con- 
ventioun  made  aganis  non  communicants  falbe  pvit  to  executioun  aganis 
them  :  quhilk  being  done,  and  the  faids  perfous,  non  communicants,  re- 
maining obftinate,  and  the  faidis  thrie  monethis  expyred,  that  the  Prefbi- 
tries  delate  the  names  of  the  faids  non  communicants  to  the  Kings  Maieilie, 
to  the  intent  the  forfaid  ael  of  conventioun  made  againft  non  communicants 
may  be  put  to  executioun  aganis  them  :  And  in  the  parochin  quher  ther 
is  no  Miniller,  that  this  ordour  be  fupplied  be  the  Prelbitrie  within  the 
quhilk  the  faid  paroch  lyes. 

Forfameikle  as  it  was  heavilie  laraentit  in  the  Kings  Maiellies  prefence, 
that  quhenas  fundrie  of  the  Miniflrie  were  occupied  in  thair  lawfull  calling, 
in  perfewing  malefa6lours,  fuch  as  adulterers,  murtherers,  and  vther  llan- 
derous  perfons,  vrging  them  to  purge  [themfelves  of]  the  flanders  commit- 
tit  be  them,  conforme  to  the  ftatutes  of  the  Kirk,  daylie  obfervit  within 
this  realme,  that  at  fuch  tymes  they  were  drawin  from  thair  calling,  and 
chargit  to  compeir  befor  the  Secreit  Counfell,  be  letters  privielie  obtainit 
vpon  falfe  narratives  be  the  faids  flanderous  perfons  ;  quherby  not  only 
were  they  diftraiSlit  from  thair  lawfull  fun6liouns,  but  alfo  the  difcipline  of 
the  Kirk  and  punilhment  of  vyce  [was]  greatlie  [negleclit  and]  contem- 
nit :  Therfor  the  brethren  of  the  AiTemblie  moft  humblie  requeills  his 
Maieftie  not  to  fuffer  fuch  contempt  of  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  quher- 
by the  brydle  wald  be  loufit  to  all  impietie  and  licentious  living. 

To  the  quhilk  his  Maieflie  promiil,  that,  in  tyme  coraeing,  no  letters  fould 
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bp  dire6l  from  the  Secreit  Counfell,  at  the  inftance  of  any  perfon,  aganis  any 
Minifter  in  particular,  or  any  Pretbitrie  in  generall,  for  quhatfoevir  thing  he 
or  they  fall  doe  in  the  executioiin  of  their  offices,  befor  the  perfon,  requyrer 
[of  the  faids  letters,]  produce  ane  teftioioniall  under  forme  of  ane  inilru- 
ment  de  denegata  juftitia  of  the  Minifter  or  Prefby trie  judge  ordinar. 


SelTio  4'>-"    Eodem  die,  poll  meridiem. 

The  brethren  appointit  to  await  vpon  the  Kings  Maieftie,  for  advyfeing 
of  fuch  articles  as  fould  be  cravit  of  the  nixt  Conventioun  for  taking  ordour 
with  Jefuits,  Papills,  Seminarie  Priells,  &c.,  hes,  with  the  Kings  Maiefties 
advyfe,  formed  the  articles  vnderwrytin,  to  be  givin  in  to  the  nixt  Con- 
ventioun. 

1.  That  all  Jefuits  and  Seminarie  Priells,  excommunicat  and  trafficking 
Papills,  that  fall  happin,  in  any  tyme  comeing,  to  returne  within  the  coun- 
trey,  or  that  are  prefentlie  within  the  countrey,  fall,  immediatlie  after  thair 
delatioun  to  his  Maieltie,  be  apprehendit  and  put  in  ward,  ther  to  be  de- 
teinit  ay  and  quhill  they  be  convertit  to  the  religioun,  or  els  punifchit  ac- 
cording to  the  a6ls  of  Parliament,  or  els  removit  aff  the  countrey. 

2.  That  the  refetters  of  obllinate  excommunicat  Papifts,  and  thair  cheife 
friends  and  acquaintances,  in  whofe  houfes  they  haunt,  be  chargit  to  find 
catioun,  vnder  a  pecuniall  paine  according  to  thair  abilitie  and  rank,  that 
they  fall  no  way  receit  nor  intertaine  the  faid  excommunicats. 

3.  That  all  excommunicat  Papills  be  chargeit  to  fatiffie  the  Kirk  within 
the  fpace  of  thrie  monethis,  vnder  the  paine  of  horning  ;  and  if  they  fail- 
5ie,  to  be  denuncit  therto,  that  thair  efcheitts  and  lyferents,  in  cace  of  jeir 
and  dayes  rebellioun,  may  be  intromettit  with  be  his  Maielties  Thefaurer, 
and  not  dilponit  to  any  donatour. 

4.  That  the  Marqueis  of  Huntlie  be  chargeit  to  [exhibit  and]  prefent 
before  his  Maieftie  and  Secreit  Counfell,  John  Gordoun  of  Newtoun,  Pa- 
trick Butter,  and  Alexander  Leflie,  according  to  his  band,  that  they  may 
be  coramittit  to  ward  ay  and  quhill  they  fatiffie  the  Kirk. 

Bonytoun  gonger,  alledgit  relident  within  the  Prefbitries  of  Ellon, 
Aberdeine,  and  Breichin,  is  ordainit  be  the  General  Affemblie  to  be  con- 
veinit  befor  the  Prelbitrie  of  Brechin,  and  ther  to  offer  his  fatiffafilioun  as 
to  his  judges  ordinar. 
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Tarwes,  and  Methlik,  kirks  of  the  Synodall  of  Aberdeine,  vpon  the  xj  day 
of  November  1597  geirs,  with  mutual  confent  of  the  parochiners,  and  heri- 
tours  of  the  lands  to  be  interchangit  and  annexit,  with  confent  of  the  faid 
Synodall,  excambit  certaine  lands,  and  annexit  them  in  refjje6l  of  the  farre 
diliance  from  thair  awin  paroch  kirks,  and  contiguitie  to  the  kirks  quher- 
vnto  they  are  annexit,  but  prejudice  alwayes  of  thair  rents  of  the  Perfonage 
and  Viccarrage  of  the  faids  lands,  to  be  payit  to  the  auld  Perfons  and  Vic- 
cars,  as  befor  the  faid  excambion.  The  Generall  ACfemblie,  at  the  defyre 
of  the  faid  Synodall,  ratifies  and  approves  the  faid  excambion  and  alteratioun 
in  all  points,  and  ordaines  the  famein  to  take  full  effe6l. 

Forfameikle  as  diverfe  and  great  inconveniences  arifes  daylie  through 
the  vntymeous  marriage  of  sou"b  ^■id  tender  perfons  befor  they  come  to 
age  meit  for  marriage  ;  and  that  ther  is  no  law,  nor  ftatute  of  the  Kirk, 
[made]  as  get  defyning  the  age  of  perfons  to  be  married  :  Therfor  it  is 
ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  no  Miniller  within  this  realme  prefume  to  joyne  in 
raatrimonie  [any  perfones],  in  tyme  coming,  except  the  man  be  of  fourtein 
geirs,  and  the  woman  of  twelve  geirs  at  the  leift  :  ordaining  lykewayes  the 
Commiilioners  of  the  Generall  Alfemblie  to  defyre  this  ftatute  to  be  ratified 
in  the  Conventione. 

Anent  the  queftioun,  Whither  a  man  being  blind  may  difcharge  all  the 
parts  of  the  office  of  a  Paftor  ;  and  in  fpeciall  anent  the  admidioun  of  Mr 
Johne  Boyle  to  the  miniftrie  of  Jedburgh,  being  blind  :  The  AU'emblie 
referres  the  anfuer  of  the  generall  queftioun  to  the  next  Generall  AlFemblie. 

And  as  to  the  admilfioun  of  the  faid  Mr  Johne,  referris  it  to  the  Com- 
milTioners  of  the  faid  Generall  AlFemblie  ;  and  in  the  meanetyme  difcharges 
the  faid  Mr  Johne  fra  vling  any  part  of  the  office  of  a  Paftour,  except 
the  preaching  of  the  Word. 

Becaufe  the  niariage  of  perfons  convi6l  of  adulterie,  is  a  great  allurement 
to  maried  perfons  to  committ  the  faid  cryme,  thinking  therby  to  be  fepa- 
rate  from  their  awin  lawfuU  halfe  marrowes,  to  injoy  the  perfons  with 
quhom  they  have  committit  adulterie  :  for  efchewingquherof,  the  Generall 
Afl'emblie  thinks  it  expedient,  that  ane  fupplicatioun  be  givin  in  to  the  nixt 
Conventioun,  craveand  ane  a6l  to  be  made,  difchargeand  all  mariages  of 
fuch  perfons  as  are  convict  of  adulterie ;  and  that  the  famein  be  ratified  in 
the  nixt  Parliament :  ordaining  the  brethren  appointit  to  awaite  vpon  the 
nixt  Conventioun  to  give  in  this  article  with  the  reft. 

6e 
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SelTio  C»-    20  Martij,  pod  meridiem. 

Forfameikle  as,  in  the  lad  Affemblie,  tlier  was  commiirionn  givin  to 
every  Synodall  within  this  realine,  to  ele6l  and  chooCe  out  tlirie  of  the 
wyfeft  of  thair  number,  to  be  readie  vpon  his  Majellies  advertifement,  and 
to  conveine  with  his  Hienes,  and  treat  vpon  inch  heids,  concerning  vote  in 
Parliament,  as  were  not  condifcendit  vpon  in  the  lalt  Affemblie,  and,  in 
cace  of  agriement,  to  conclude  the  haill  matter;  vtherwayes  to  referre  the 
fame  to  the  nixt  Alffmblie,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  conteinit  in  the  laid  commif- 
lionn  :  conforme  to  the  quhilk,  the  faids  Comniiirioners  being  conveinit  at 
Falkland,  the  25  day  of  Juiij  1,098,  they  being  rypelie  advyfit  with  the 
heids  following,  gave  thair  advyce  and  conclulioun,  as  follows  : 

1.  Concerning  the  maner  of  chooling  of  him  that  fall  have  vote  in  Par- 
liament in  name  of  the  Kirk  :  It  is  condifcendit  vpon,  that  he  fall  firll  be 
recommcndit  be  the  Kirk  to  his  Majeilie  ;  and  that  the  Kirk  fall  nominat 
fixe  for  every  place  that  fall  have  neid  to  be  filled,  of  quhom  his  Majeftie 
fall  choofe  ane,  of  quhom  he  beft  lykes  ;  and  his  Majellie  promifes,  obleifes, 
and  binds  himlelfe  to  choofe  no  vther  but  ane  of  that  number:  And  in 
cace  his  Majellie  lofufes  the  haill  vpon  ane  j nil  reafon  of  ane  infufficiency, 
and  of  greater  iiifficieucie  of  vthers  that  are  not  rocommendit,  the  Kirk 
fall  make  ane  new  recommendatioun  of  n)en  according  to  the  firft  number, 
of  the  (juhilk,  ane  f  ilbe  cholin  be  his  Majeftie  without  any  farther  refuifall 
or  new  nominatioun  ;  and  he  that  falbe  cholin  be  his  Majellie,  falbe  ad- 
mittit  be  the  Synods. 

2.  It  is  concludit,  that  the  Generall  Airemblie  fall  have  the  nominatioun 
or  recommendatioun  of  him  that,  in  the  name  of  the  Kirk,  liill  vote  in  Par- 
liament, qidio  fall  take  the  advyce  of  the  Synods  and  Prelbytries  theranent, 
direct  from  them  in  wryte  :  and  the  Synod  fall  have  libertie  to  nominat 
afweill  within  thair  province  as  without ;  provyding  that  there  be  a  man 
within  the  province  meit  for  the  place,  ceteris  paribus,  he  be  preferrit  to 
another. 

3.  Anent  his  rent :  It  is  advyfeit,  with  one  confent,  that  the  Kirk  being 
plantit  lufficientlie,  the  Colledgis  and  Schooles  alreadie  ereclit  not  prejud- 
geit,  that  the  Kings  Majeflie  fall  provyde  him  to  all  the  reft  that  may  be 
obtainit  of  that  benefice,  quherto  he  is  preferrit. 
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As  to  the  cautions  to  kcip  him,  that  fall  have  vote  in  Parliament,  from 
corruptiouns  :     'J  iiey  be  thefe  following  : 

1.  That  ho  prefume  not,  at  any  tyme,  to  propone  at  Parliament,  Coun- 
fell,  or  Conventioun,  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  any  thing  without  expreflfe 
warrand  and  dire6lioun  from  the  Kirk,  and  lick  things  as  he  fall  anCwer 
[for]  to  be  for  the  weiil  of  tiie  Kirk,  vnder  the  paine  of  depolitioun  from 
his  office  :  neither  fall  he  confent,  or  keip  filence,  in  any  of  the  faids  Con- 
ventiouns,  to  any  thing  that  may  be  prejudicial!  to  the  weill  and  libcrtie  of 
the  Kirk,  vnder  the  furnein  paine. 

2.  He  fall  be  bound,  at  every  Generall  AlTeniblie,  to  give  ane  accompt 
anent  the  difi  harge  of  his  comuiiffioun  fen  the  Affemblie  gangand  befor  ; 
and  fall  fubmitt  himfelfe  to  thair  cenliire,  and  ilaud  at  tliair  determinatioun 
quhatfiunever,  without  apjielhitioun  ;  and  fall  feik  and  obtain  ratificatioun 
of  his  doings  at  the  faid  AU'emblie,  vnder  the  paine  of  infauiie  and  excora- 
niunicatioun. 

3.  He  iall  content  himfelf  with  that  part  of  the  benefice  quhilk  falbe 
givin  in  be  his  Majeftie  for  his  living,  not  hurting  nor  prejudging  the  reft 
of  the  Minilk'is  of  the  kirks,  within  his  benefice,  plantit  or  to  be  plantit,  or 
any  vther  Miniflcr  [of  the  countrie]  qnhatfuniever  ;  and  this  clans  to  be 
infert  in  his  provilionn. 

4.  He  fall  not  delapidat  in  any  wayes  his  benefice,  neither  make  fett  nor 
difpofitionn  therof,  without  the  fpecial  confent  of  his  Majeilie  and  Generall 
Affemblie  :  and  for  the  greater  warrand  heirof,  he  fall  interdyte  himlelfc 
not  to  delapidat  his  benefice,  nor  confent  to  delapidatioun  thereof  made  be 
vthers  to  the  Generall  Affemblie  ;  and  falbe  content  that  inhibitiouns  be 
raifed  on  him  to  that  effect. 

5.  He  falbe  bound  faithfnllie  to  attend  vpon  his  awin  particular  con- 
gregatioun,  quherat  he  falbe  Minifter,  in  all  the  points  of  a  Pallor;  and 
heiranent  falbe  fubiefil  to  the  tryall  of  his  awin  Prelbitrie  and  Provinciall 
Affemblie,  as  any  vther  Miniller  that  beares  not  commillioun. 

6.  In  the  adniiniflration  of  difcipline,  collatiouri  of  benefices,  vilitatioun, 
and  all  vther  points  of  ecclefiafticall  government,  he  fall  neither  vllirpe  nor 
acclaime  to  bimleire  any  power  or  jurifdifilioun  farther  than  any  vther  of 
the  reft  of  his  breither,  unleffe  he  be  imployit  be  his  breither,  vnder  the 
paine  of  deprivatioun  :  And  in  cace  he  vfurpe  any  part  of  ecclefiallicall 
governement,  and  the  Preft)itrie,  Synodall,  or  Generall  Affemblie,  oppono 
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or  make  any  impediment  therto  ;  qubatfoevir  he  doe,  after  that  impediment, 
to  be  null,  ipfo  fa6lo,  without  any  declaratour. 

7.  In  Prelbitries,  Provincial!  and  Generall  Affemblies,  he  fall  behave 
himfelfe  in  all  things,  and  be  lubje6l  to  their  cenfureing,  as  any  of  the 
brethren  of  the  Prefbitrie. 

8.  At  his  admilFiuun  to  his  office  of  CommilTioner,  thir  and  all  vther 
points  neceffar  he  fall  fweare  and  fubfcryve  to  fulfill,  vnder  the  paine  of 
the  penalties  forfaids  ;  and  vtherwayes  not  to  be  admittit. 

9.  And  in  cace  he  be  depofit  be  the  Generall  AflTemblie,  Synod,  or  Pref- 
bitrie, from  his  office  in  the  Miniftrie,  he  fall  alfo  tyne  his  vote  in  Parlia- 
ment, ipfo  fa6lo,  and  his  benefice  fall  vaik. 

And  farther  cautions  to  be  made  as  the  Kirk  pleafes  and  finds  occafioun. 

Anent  his  name  that  for  the  Kirk  fall  [have]  vote  in  Parliament :  It  is 
advyfeit,  be  vniforme  confent  of  the  haill  brether,  that  he  falbe  callit  Com- 
mifiioner  of  fuch  a  place  ;  and  in  cace  the  Parliament,  be  his  Majefties 
moyen,  be  induceit  to  acknowlege  that  name,  it  fall  Hand  fo  :  if  not,  the 
Generall  Affemblie  fall  conclude  this  queflioun  anent  his  name. 

The  qneilioun  being-  demandit,  Whither  the  commilTioun  of  him  that 
for  the  Kirk  [fall  vote  in  Parliament,]  fonld  indure  for  his  lyfe  tyme,  ex- 
cept fome  cryme  or  offence  interveine,  or  for  a  lliorter  tyme  at  the  pleafure 
[of  the  Kirk]  :  The  Cominidioners  of  the  Provincial!  Affemblies  being 
of  diverfe  opiniouns,  thoght  good  to  referre  this  qneilioun  to  the  nixt  Ge- 
nerall Affemblie. 

Quhiiks  haill  concluliouns  being  red  in  prefence  and  audience  of  the 
haill  AflTemblie,  and  they  being  rypelie  advyieit  therwith,  ratified,  allowit, 
and  approvit  the  famein  ;  and  thocht  expedient  that  the  faid  cautiouns, 
together  with  fick  vthers  as  falbe  concludit  vpon  be  the  Affemblie,  be  infert 
in  the  bodie  of  the  a6l  of  Parliament,  that  is  to  be  made  for  confirmatioun 
of  vote  in  Parliament  to  the  Kirk,  as  moll  necelTar  and  fubllantial  parts  of 
the  famein. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  James  Leirmonth,  gonger  of  Dairfie, 
James  Kynninmonth  of  that  ilk,  Johne  Traill  of  Blebo,  for  themfelves,  and 
in  name  of  thair  tennents,  and  vthers,  parochiners  of  the  paroch  of  San6l 
Androes,  niakand  mentioun.  That  albeit  they  are  parochiners  of  the  faid 
paroch  kirk,  lykeas  they  and  tliair  predeceffours  hes  bein  [continually  fub- 
je6l  to  the  diCcipline  of  the  liiid  kirk,  and  hes  been]  ever  rcadie  to  vnderly 
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quhatfoevir  burdeiu  was  impolit  for  furtherance  of  the  faid  kirk,  and  con- 
curre  with  the  reft  of  the  parochiiiers,  according  to  thair  rent  and  portioun 
of  the  faid  paroch  :  nevertheles  the  Minillrie  and  Selfioun  of  the  faid  kirk 
refufes  to  Iiiffer  them  and  thair  faids  tennents  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the 
Kirk  with  the  remanent  of  the  laid  paroche  ;  but  debarres  them  from  the 
heiring  of  the  Word,  receiving  of  the  facraments,  and  benefite  of  marriage, 
within  the  faid  kirk  of  Sancl  Androes,  but  any  reafonable  caufe  :  De- 
fyreand,  therfor,  ane  command  to  the  Minillrie  and  Sellioun  of  the  faid 
kirk  of  Sandl  Androes  to  admitt  the  forfaids  perfons  and  thair  vaiTalls  to 
the  hearing  of  the  Word  in  the  faid  kirk  of  San6l  Androes,  and  the  injoy- 
ing  of  the  haill  remanent  benefites  of  the  Kirk,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  conteinit 
in  the  faid  fupplieatioun. 

The  Generall  Affemblie  having  conlidderit  thepremilTes,  commands  and 
ordaines  the  Miniftrie  and  Sellioun  of  the  faid  kirk  of  San<Sl  Androes  to 
admitt  the  faids  complainers,  and  thair  vallalls  and  tennents,  parochiners 
of  the  laid  kirk,  to  the  hearing  of  the  Word,  niariage,  and  receiving  of  the 
facraments  of  the  Kirk,  within  the  faid  kirk  of  San6l  Androes,  as  thair 
proper  paroch  kirk,  in  all  tyme  comeing,  ay  and  quhill  thair  awin  content 
be  obtainit  in  the  contrair. 


Seffio  7«-    21  Martij. 

Anent  the  fupplieatioun  givin  in  be  the  parochiners  of  Tulliebodie,  make- 
and  mentioun.  Albeit  the  faid  paroch  of  Tulliebodie  be  ane  auld  paroch, 
feparate  from  all  vthers,  having  within  itfelfe  the  number  of  foure  or  fyve 
hundreth  communicants  or  thereby,  and  payes  thair  teinds  to  the  Abbot 
of  Cambufkenneth,  quho  rigorouflie  exa6ls  the  fame  :  Neverthelelfe  the 
Prefbitrie  of  Striveling  hes,  be  thair  ordinance,  commandit  the  faid  kirk  of 
Tulliebodie  to  be  vnittit  to  the  Chappell  of  AUoway  moft  wrangouilie  ; 
feeing  the  faids  complainers,  be  ane  anterior  command  of  the  faid  Pref- 
bitrie, not  only  reedified  thair  faid  Kirk  of  Tulliebodie,  but  alfo,  vpon 
thair  awin  charges,  furnifchit  a  Pallor  to  the  faid  kirk  ;  lykeas  jet  they  are 
moft  willing  to  doe,  notwithftanding  thair  teinds  are  moft  wrangouilie  led 
away  be  the  faid  Abbot,  as  faid  is  :  defyreing,  therfor,  thair  faid  liipplica- 
tioun  to  be  conlidderit,  and  the  faid  unioun  to  be  diffolvit,  as,  at  mair  lenth, 
is  conteinit  in  the  liiid  fupplieatioun. 


958  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  IGOO. 

The  brethren  of  the  Prefljitrie  of  Striveling  being'  callit  to  give  a  reafon 
of  this  thair  vnioiin  of  the  faid  kirks,  anfuerit,  That  the  caufe  moving  thern 
was,  Firft,  That  both  the  faids  parochines  lay  verie  conimodiouilie  to  the 
i'aid  kirk  of  Alloway:  Secondlie,  That  the  number  of  both  the  faids  pa- 
rochines wald  make  bnt  one  fufficient  congregationn  :  Thirdlie,  That  ther 
could  not  be  ane  Itipend  obtainit  to  the  faid  kirk  of  Tulliebodie,  in  fo  farre 
that  at  the  defyre  of  the  faids  complainers,  ther  being  ane  Paltour  appointit 
to  the  faid  kirk,  vpon  promife  that  they  wold  furnifch  him  a  fufficient 
llipend,  he  was  forcit,  for  povertie,  for  to  leave  them  :  quheras,  be  the  con- 
trair,  be  the  vnioun  of  the  faid  two  kirks,  the  Erie  of  Marre  furnifches  a 
fufficient  llipend  to  ane  Pailour,  relident  at  the  fame. 

The  Generall  Allemblie  having  confidderit  the  premiffes,  ratifies  and 
approves  the  vnioun  of  the  faids  kirks  of  Alloway  and  Tulliebodie,  and 
ordaines  Alloway  to  be  the  paroch  kirk  in  all  tyme  coming. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  the  Prelbitrie  of  Deir,  makand  men- 
tioun,  that  quher  the  Laird  of  Phillorth  having  ere6tit  ane  Colledge  vpon 
the  towne  of  Fraferburghe,  and  aggreit  with  Mr  Charles  Ferme  to  be  both 
Pailour  of  the  laid  burgh,  and  Principal!  of  his  Colledge  ;  quhilk  burdein 
the  faid  Mr  Charles  refnfes  to  accept  vpon  him,  without  he  be  commandit 
be  the  Generall  AITemblie  :  Defyreand,  therfor,  ane  command  to  be  givin 
to  the  faid  Mr  Charles  to  accept  both  the  laid  charges,  as  at  mair  lenth  is 
containit  in  the  faid  fup])licatiouu  : 

The  Generall  Aflemblie  having  at  length  confidderit  the  neceffitie  of  the 
faid  wark,  and  how  the  faid  Laird  of  Phillorth  hes  refufit  to  intertaine  a 
Pafl;our  at  the  faid  kirk,  vnlcffe  he  vndertake  both  the  laid  charges,  Ther- 
for commands  [and  charges]  the  faid  Mr  Charles  Ferme  to  vndertake  and 
awaite  vpon,  afweill  the  faid  kirk,  as  to  be  Priucipall  of  the  Colledge  of 
Fraferburghe. 


Seffio  8^-    Eodem  die. 

Forfameikle  as  the  Commilfioners  of  the  Synodalls  conveinit  at  Falkland, 
the  25  of  Julij  1598  geirs,  being  of  diverfe  opiniouns  concerning  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  commilfioun  that  fall  have  vote  in  Parliament,  Whither  he 
fould  indure  for  his  lyfetyrae,  except  fome  cryme  or  offence  interveine,  or 
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for  a  Ihorter  tyme,  at  the  pleafui'e  of  the  Kirk,  they  thocht  good  to  referre 
the  fame  to  this  prefent  AlTemblie  :  Therfor  the  Generall  Affeiublie  haviiio' 
reaforiit  at  length  the  faid  quellioun,  tuichirig  tlie  continuance  of  him  that 
fall  have  vote  in  Parliament,  after  votting  of  the  fame,  finds  and  decernes, 
that  he  fall  anruuitim  give  count  of  his  coinmillion  obtainit  from  the  ACfem- 
blie,  and  laydowne  the  farnein  at  thiiir  feitt,  to  be  continuit  or  alterit  ther- 
fra  be  his  Maiellie  and  the  Ailemblie,  as  the  AfiTemblie,  with  confent  of  his 
Maieftie,  lall  think  moil  expedient  for  the  weill  of  the  Kirk. 

It  is  llatute  and  ordainit,  that  nane  of  them  that  fall  have  vote  in  Par- 
liament, fall  come  as  Cominiirioners  to  any  Generall  AlFemblie,  nor  have 
vote  in  the  fame  in  any  time  comeing,  except  he  be  authorizit  with  a  com- 
milTion  from  his  awin  Prelbitrie  to  that  effetSt. 

It  is  found  be  the  Affemblie,  that  crimen  ambitus  falbe  a  iufficient  caufe 
of  deprivation  of  him  that  f;dl  have  vote  in  Parliament. 

It  is  itatute  and  ordainit,  that  every  Miniller  intimat  this  Generall  Af- 
femblie, that  the  vote  in  Parliament  is  concludit  be  the  Affemblie  ;  and 
that  nane  vtter  Ipeich  in  pulpitt  contrair  the  fume. 

Forfimeikle  as  it  hes  bein  found  neceffar  of  before,  and  profitable  for  the 
Weill  of  the  Kirk,  that  certaine  CommiOioners  bo  appointit  fra  Affemblie 
to  Affemblie,  whofe  fpeciall  care  and  travell  fould  be  to  give  thair  ads'yce 
to  his  Maiellie  in  all  affaires  concerning  the  weill  of  the  Kirk,  and  inter- 
tainment  of  peace  and  concord  betuixt  his  Maiellie  and  the  Kirk  :  Ther- 
for the  Generall  Ailemblie,  continowing  in  that  l;ime  courfe,  hes  givin  and 
grantit,  lykeas  be  the  tenour  heirof  gives  and  grants,  thair  full  power  and 
commilfioun  to  Mrs  Johne  Strachane,  James  Nicolfone,  Andro  Mylne, 
Alexander  Forbes,  Alexander  Dowglas,  Robert  Howie,  James  Melvill, 
Johne  Caldcleiich,  Robert  Wilkie,  Harie  Liviiigiloun,  Alexander  Lind- 
fay,  George  Glaidllanes,  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay,  Robert  Bruce, 
Johne  Hall,  Johne  Clappertoun,  Johne  Knox,  Andro  Lamb,  James 
Lowfone  (Law?)  Johne  Spottilwood,  Gawin  Hainiltoun,  David  Barklay, 
Andro  Knox,  with  the  Kings  Maiellies  Minifters,  or  any  nine  of  them  ; 
Giveand,  grantand,  and  committand  to  them  thair  full  power  to  plant  fuch 
kirks  in  Burrogh  Townes  as  are  deilitute  of  Pallours  ;  and  in  Ipeciall,  the 
kirk  of  Leith,  in  place  of  Mr  Johne  Hall  lull  removit  therfra,  and  the 
fouthwcll  kirk  of  Edinburgh,  vaikand  be  the  deceis  of  vraquhileMr  Robert 
RoUock  :  to  prefent  the  greives  of  this  prefent  Affemblie  to  the  nixt  Con- 
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ventioun,  and  to  receive  the  anfuers  of  the  famein.  And  lykewayes,  in 
cace  his  Maieftie  find  himfelfe  greivit  at  any  enormities  comniittit  be  any 
of  the  Miniflrie,  to  try  and  cognofce  vpon  the  famein,  and  take  fick  or- 
dour  theranent  as  falbe  meiteft  to  the  glorie  of  God,  and  weill  of  the  Kirk  ; 
to  advyfe  with  his  Maieftie  anent  the  effe6luating  of  the  conftant  platt  : 
Promitten  de  rato  &c. 

Thir  are  the  Commiirioners  appointit  to  await  on  the  Conventioun  ; 
Mrs  David  Lindfay,  Robert  Bruce,  James  Nicolfone,  Andro  Lamb, 
William  Couper,  Alexander  Lindfay,  Johne  Spottifwood,  with  the  Kings 
Maiefties  Minifters. 

Becaufe  it  was  vnderftand  be  the  Affemblie,  [that  Mr  Andrew  Lamb,] 
Miniller  at  Aberbrothok,  was  licklie  to  be  tranfportit  to  fome  vther  flock, 
quher  his  gifts  micht  profile  the  Kirk  in  fome  greater  aboundance  :  Ther- 
for  the  Generall  Affemblie  gives  licence  to  the  faid  Mr  Andro  Lamb  to 
be  tranfportit  from  the  faid  kirk  of  Aberbrothok. 

The  faid  day,  the  Generall  AlFemblie  receivit  and  admittit  Mr  Thomas 
Hope  to  be  Solifter  for  the  Kirk  in  place  of  James  Mowat ;  quho  being 
perfonallie  prefent,  dimittit  the  fame  in  the  Allemblies  hands,  after  the  laid 
Mr  Thomas  had  givin  his  oath  of  fidelitie  in  the  laid  office. 

Anent  the  procelFe  of  appellatioun  perfewit  be  James  Lord  Lindfay  of 
the  Byres,  and  remanent  gentlemen  and  parochiners  of  the  paroch  kirk  of 
Seiris,  aganis  the  Prefbyteries  of  Couper  and  San6t  Androes,  concerning 
the  admiffioun  of  Mr  Robert  Buchannan,  Proveft  at  Kirkheuch,  to  the 
Miniflrie  [at  the  kirk]  of  Seiris,  and  tranfportatioun  of  him  from  the  kirk 
of  Forgane  in  Fyfe  :  The  brethren  appointit  to  vilite  the  faid  procels, 
having  made  thair  report  to  the  haill  AlFemblie,  the  rights,  reafons,  and 
allegatiouns  of  all  the  faid  pairties  beeand  [heard  and]  confidderit,  The 
General  Affemblie  decernes  and  ordaines  the  faid  Mr  Robert  to  remaine 
Minifter  at  tke  laid  kirk  of  Seiris  :  And  fick  lyke  gives  thair  power  and 
commiflioun  to  Mrs  James  Melvill,  Robert  Wilkie,  James  Nicolfone, 
Alexander  Lindfay,  and  William  Scott,  giveand  them  power  to  ele6b  and 
choofe  out  a  dilcreit  man,  with  confent  of  the  faids  parochiners  of  Seiris, 
to  be  adjoinit  to  the  faid  Mr  Robert  as  Minifter  and  fellow  helper  with 
him  at  the  faid  kirk  of  Seiris  ;  with  power  alio  to  them  to  modifie  how 
mikle  of  his  ilipend  falbe  modified  [payit?]be  the  laid  Mr  Robert,  and 
how  mikle  be  the  faids  parochiners  of  Seiris.    And  in  fpeciall,  the  AfTemblie 
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recommends  vnto  them  thair  brother,  Mr  William  Symfone,  Minifter  at 
Bruntiland. 

Forfameikle  as  there  are  diverfe  parts  of  the  countrey,  that,  for  lake  of 
vifitatioun,  are  become  almofl  defolate.  Therefor  the  Generall  Affemblie 
hes  thocht  good  that  certaine  vifitours  be  dire6lit  for  viliteing-  of  the  bounds 
of  Kirkudbright  and  Wigtoun,  Mrs  David  Barklay,  Alexander  Scryra- 
geour,  and  Nathan  Inglis  ;  of  the  bounds  of  Murray,  Mrs  George  Hay 
and  Andro  Crombie  ;  of  the  bounds  of  Orknay  and  Cathnes,  Mrs  Robert 
Pont,  John  Monro  elder,  and  John  Monro  gonger  ;  of  the  bounds  of 
Rofle,  Mrs  Alexander  Dowglas,  Johne  Carmichae!!,  and  William  Scott ; 
and  for  Nithefdaile,  Mrs  Robert  Wallace  and  Johne  Welfche  :  with  pow- 
er to  them  to  inquyre  in  the  lyfe,  do6trine,  and  qualificatioun  of  the  Minif- 
trie  within  the  faids  bounds  ;  to  try  the  fayers  and  heirars  of  meflTe  with- 
in the  famein :  with  power  alfo  to  plant  and  tranfport  IMiniilers  to  fuch 
places  as  they  fall  think  mofl;  expedient  for  the  glory  of  God  and  wciil  of 
the  Kirk  ;  and  to  report  to  the  nixt  Affemblie. 

Becaufe  the  Hand  of  Errone  lyes  moft  commodious  and  adjacent  to  the 
Prefbitrie  of  Irvin,  Therfor  the  Generall  Affemblie  annexis  the  fame  to  the 
faid  Prefbitrie. 

Anent  the  i'upplicatioun  givin  in  be  the  Prefbitrie  of  Migle,  makand 
mentioun.  That  feeing  the  faid  Prefbitrie  had  vnited  the  kirks  of  Ellie 
and  Neua  to  be  and  remaine  a  congregatioun  vnder  the  charge  of  ano 
Paftour,  at  ane  kirk  to  be  biggit  in  the  mids  of  the  faids  two  parochines  ; 
partlie  in  refpedl  of  the  fewnes  of  the  number  [of]  both  the  faids  paroch- 
ines, not  extending  [to]  the  number  of  fyve  hundreth  perfons ;  partlie  in 
refpe6l  of  the  commoditie  of  the  jdace,  feeing  the  fartheft  part  of  both  the 
faids  parochines  will  not  be  diftant  halfe  a  myle  from  the  place,  quhcr  the 
faid  kirk  fould  be  biggit ;  and  partlie  in  rel'pedt  of  the  iinpoflibilitie  of  moy- 
en  to  fuflaine  two  fundrie  Minilk'rs  at  the  faids  two  kirks  :  Delyreing', 
therfor,  ane  ratificatioun  of  the  vnioun  in  this  Afl'emblie,  together  witii  a 
command  to  the  brethren  direct  to  the  Eftates  conveinit  at  Perth,  to  crave 
the  famein  to  be  ratified  in  the  faid  Conventioun,  as  at  mair  lentil  is  con- 
teinit  in  the  fupplicatioun  : 

The  Generall  Allemblie  ratifies  and  approves  the  vnioun  forfaid  ;  and 
ficklyke  [ordaynes]  the  brethren  appointit  to  gang  to  the  Conventioun  at 
Perth,  to  crave  the  faid  vnioun  to  be  ratified  in  the  faid  Conventioun. 

Anent  the  appellatioun  perfewit  be  the  Prefbitrie  of  Dumfermling  fra 
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the  decreit  pronuiicit  be  the  Synodall  of  Fyfe,  haldiii  at  Couper  the  G  of 
Marche  1598,  finding  that  the  faid  Prefbytrie  had  done  wrong'  in  planting 
of  the  kirk  of  Dalgatie  with  hurt  and  prejudice  of  the  Kirk  of  Aberdoure, 
being  the  moft  great  and  populous  congregutioun,  and  the  haill  llipend  being 
but  a  meane  flipend,  and  therfor  decernand  the  haill  ftipend  to  remaine 
with  the  kirk  of  Aberdoure  :  The  faid  Prelbytrie  of  Dumfermling  com 
peirand  be  Mr  Johne  Fairfull,  Minifter  of  Dumfermling,  thair  Commif- 
fioner,  and  the  CommiHioners  of  the  Synodall  of  Fyfe  being  lykewayes 
prefent,  with  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Towne  of  Aberdoure,  the  rights  and 
reafones  of  both  the  I'aids  parties  hard  and  confidderit,  The  Generall  Affem- 
blie  decernes  and  ordaines  Mr  William  Patoun,  Minifter  at  Dalgatie,  to 
ferve  the  cure  of  both  the  I'aids  kirks  of  Aberdoure  and  Dalgatie,  and  to 
have  affignit  to  him  for  his  fervice  thereat,  the  haill  auld  ftipends  of  Aber- 
doure and  Dalgatie  befor  the  divifioun  therof,  for  the  cropc  and  geir  of  God 
1599,  and  geirlie  in  tyme  comeing,  ay  and  quhill  fufficient  provihoun  may 
be  gottin  for  planting  of  both  the  faids  kirks. 

The  Generall  Affemblie  grants  libertie  to  Mr  William  Symfone,  Minifter 
at  Bruntiland,  to  tranfport  himlelfe  from  the  faid  kirk,  in  refpedl  he  hes 
fervit  therat  thir  many  geirs  bygane,  but  any  ftipend  ;  and  the  Queines  Ma- 
ieftie  and  her  Chamerlanes,  quho  was  in  vfe  of  payment  of  before  of  the 
Minifters  at  the  flvid  kirk,  refufes  to  make  payment  to  the  faid  coraplainer 
of  the  iamein  :  and  therfor  recommends  him  to  the  Synodall  of  Fyfe,  to 
have  confideratioun  of  him  in  planting  of  their  kirks. 

The  nixt  Generall  Afl'emblie  is  appoiutit  to  be  haldin  at  San6l  Androes 
the  laft  Tuefday  of  Julij  1601. 


[The  General  Affemblie  appointit  to  be  hauldin  at  San6l  Andros  was  be 
the  Kings  proclamation  at  Mercat  croffes,  commanded  to  be  keipit  with 
him  at  Brunteyland  in  the  monethe  of  May.  C] 
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A.D.  M.DCI. 


The  Generall  Affeuiblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  Iialdin  at  Bruntiland, 
the  12  day  of  May  1601  geirs.  In  the  quhilk  the  Kings  Majeftie 
with  his  Commiffioners  of  the  Nobilitie  and  Burrowes,  were  pre- 
fent. 


Seffio  1"- 

Exhortatioun  being  made  be  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  Moderatour  [of  the  laft 
Aflemblie,]  the  brethren  proceidit  to  the  ele6lioun  of  ane  new  Moderatour  : 
and  Mrs  Patrick  Galloway,  Patrick  Simfone,  Patrick  Sharpe,  Johne  Hall, 
and  James  Robertfon,  being  put  on  leits  ;  be  pluralitie  of  votes  Mr  Johne 
Hall  was  chofen  Moderatour  hac  vice. 


Seffio  2^-    14  Maij. 

The  quhilk  day  the  brethren  having  entrit  in  confideratioun  of  the  ge- 
nerall defedlioun  from  the  puritie,  zeale,  and  pra6life  of  trew  religioun  in 
all  ellates  of  the  countrey  ;  and  how  that  the  fame  mull  of  neceffitie,  at 
laft,  be  concludit  either  in  Papiftrie  or  Atheifme,  within  fhort  fpace,  in  the 
righteous  judgement  of  God,  except  fome  fubflantious  remeid  be  provydit 
therto  in  tyme  ;  and  becaufe  the  evill  cannot  be  weill  curit  unleffe  the  ori- 
ginal! fprings  and  [fpeciall]  caufes  therof  be  rypit  up  :     Therfor  the  bre- 
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thren,   after  mature  deliberatioun  and  weying  of  the  caufes  of  the  faid  de- 
fo6lioun,  hcs  found  the  principal!  caufes  therof  to  be,  as  followes. 

Caufes  of  the  defe£liouu  from  tlie  puritie,  zeale,  and  pradlife  of  true 
religioun  in  all  ellates  of  the  Countrey  :  And  how  the  fame  may 
be  moft  effefiluallie  remeidit. 

The  principall  caufe  of  this  fearefull  change,  no  doubt,  is  the  jufl;  wrath 
of  God  kindlit  againft  the  haill  land  for  the  vnreverent  ellirnatioun  of  the 
Gofpell,  and  for  the  lins  of  all  eflates,  and  diflionouring  of  thair  profef- 
liouns,  and  making  the  name  of  God  to  be  blafphemed  through  the  profane 
world  without  remorfe. 

Laik  of  care  and  diligence  vpon  the  part  of  the  Miniftrie,  in  the  difcove- 
rie  of  them  that  makes  apoilafie  to  Papiftrie  ;  and  negligence  in  executiouu 
of  the  lawis  and  difcipline  aganis  Tick  as  happins  to  be  difcoverit. 

Want  of  Pallours,  and  vnplantit  kirks,  and  difplanting  of  kirks,  quhilk 
hes  bein  provydit,  be  diminutioun  of  the  Thrids. 

Negle6ting  of  places  that  are  of  cheifefl:  importance  to  the  intereil  of  re- 
ligioun, in  not  planting  fufficient  Pallours  therat,  fick  as  [are]  her  Majof- 
lics  houfe,  the  Princes  houfe,  the  Erles  of  Huntlie,  Erroll,  and  Angus 
houfes,  and  places  of  thair  cheifelt  refidence  ;  the  Lord  Hoomes  houfe,  the 
Lord  Herries  houfe,  and  cheife  places  of  thair  relidence  ;  the  towne  of 
Dumfreis,  and  vthers  of  the  Nobilitie  and  [of]  greatell  power  within  the 
countrey. 

The  ovir  haftie  admiflloun  of  men  to  the  Miniftrie,  befor  they  be  knowin 
to  be  of  fufficient  gifts  and  experience  to  difcharge  fruitfullie  that  high  call- 
ing [in]  thir  difficile  tymes. 

The  negligence  of  the  Miniftrie  in  advancing  of  thair  knowledge,  be 
ever  continuall  and  conftant  reiding  of  the  Scriptures,  and  controverlles  of 
the  tyme  ;  quhcrthrow  they  might  be  able  to  bring  the  confciences  of  thair 
auditors  in  fubieclioun  to  the  obedience  of  the  Gofpell,  and  convince  of 
the  adverfarie. 

Negligence  in  the  lyves  of  the  Miniftrie,  not  frameing  thair  converfa- 
tioun  in  gravitie  as  paterns  of  lyfe  to  the  peiple  ;  bot  frameing  themfelves 
excelTivelj'  to  the  humours  of  men,  efpeciallie  in  communicatioun  at  tables, 
and  giving  fometymes  examples  of  intemperance,  [and]  in  the  light  and 
prodigall  abulzements  of  thair  families. 
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The  diftra6lioun  of  mynds  quhilk  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  Miniftrie  ; 
[and]  the  diftra6lioun  quhilk  is  fuppofed  to  be  of  his  Majefties  mynd  from 
fome  of  the  Miniftrie. 

The  advancing  of  men  fufpe6l  in  religioun,  and  knawin  to  be  evill 
aflPe6lit  to  the  good  caufe,  vnto  offices,  honours,  [and]  credit  in  Court, 
Counfell,  and  Sellioun,  and  vther  ro\ymes  of  great  importance  within  the 
countrey. 

The  defolatioun  of  the  Kirk  of  Edinburgh  through  the  want  of  Paf- 
tours. 

The  continuall  relidence  and  intertainment  of  the  Ladie  Huntlie,  a 
knowin  and  profeft  Papift,  of  Margret  Wood,  lifter  to  the  Laird  of  Bony- 
toun,  and  vthers  knawin  and  profeft  Papifts,  in  his  Majefties  Court  and 
companie. 

The  education  of  thair  Majefties  children  [in]  the  companie  of  obftinat 
and  profeft  Papifts,  fick  as  the  Ladie  Livingftoun. 

The  negligent  educatioun  of  the  children  of  noblemen,  and  fending 
them  out  of  the  countrey  vnder  the  charge  of  paedagogues  fufpeft  in  reli- 
gioun, or,  at  the  leift,  not  weill  groundit  and  confirmit  therin,  to  be  brocht 
vp  and  inttni6tit  in  places  quher  Papiftrie  is  profeft. 

The  impunitie  of  fkippers,  mariners,  and  awners  of  lliipes,  that,  vnder 
the  name  of  paflingers,  tranfports  from  vther  places,  and  brings  within  the 
countrey  Seminarie  Priefts,  Jefuites,  and  vther  traffiqueing  Papifts,  with 
thair  coffers,  and  bookes  ;  aud  the  impunitie  of  fick  quho  convoyes  and 
fparfells  the  bookes  through  the  countrey. 

The  decay  of  Schooles  and  of  the  educatioun  of  the  gouth  in  knowledge 
of  g-ood  letters  and  godlines,  fpeciallie  a  landwart,  for  lake  of  provilioun 
iufficient  to  intertaine  a  qualified  Schoolemafter  in  places  neidfull. 

That  men  fufpe6l  in  religioun,  and  challengit  therfor  be  thair  Prefbytrie 
and  Paftours,  hes  accelTe  to  Court  dureing  the  tyme  of  thair  procefl"e. 

That  the  late  reconcileit  Papifts  are  not  vrgeit  to  performe  the  condi- 
tiouns  aggreit  to  be  them  at  thair  reconciliatioun  to  the  Kirk. 

Remedies  of  the  former  Evills. 

The  Generall  Aflemblie,  having  entrit  in  the  confideratioun  of  the  caufes 
of  the  faid  [great  and]  fearefull  defefilioun  of  all  eflates  of  perfons  within 
this  land  from  the  true  and  fincere  profeffion  of  the  Golpell,  [prefentlie] 
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founding  within  the  fame  ;  and  having-  found  the  principall  caules  of  this 
change  to  be,  no  doubt,  the  jull  wrath  of  God  kindlit  againft  this  land,  for 
the  vnreverent  eftimatioun  of  the  Gofpell,  and  for  the  lins  of  all  eftates, 
and  for  the  diflionouring  of  their  profelTioun,  and  making  the  name  of  God 
to  be  blafphemit  be  the  profane  world  without  remorl'e  :  quhilk  horrible 
judgements  hes  fallin  in  every  ellate,  for  the  contemptuous  heiring  of  the 
Word  of  God,  in  fo  farre  as  ther  is  none  hes  worthilie  efteimit  the  faid  pre- 
cious Word  according  to  the  dignitie  therof :  Therfor,  and  for  removing 
of  the  former  evills,  and  caufes,  and  farther  judgements,  if  they  be  not  pre- 
ventit  be  fpeidie  repentance,  the  Affemblie  hes  [concludit  and]  ordainit  a 
generall  humiliatioun  to  be  keipit  folemnlie  throughout  the  haill  land,  with 
failing  and  prayer  in  all  feverall  congregatiouns,  two  feverall  Sabboth  dayes, 
both  in  burgh  and  land,  within  the  realme;  and  lykewayes  in  burrow  townes, 
throughout  the  haill  weik  betuixt  the  faids  two  Sabboths  ;  and  the  caufe  of 
the  faid  humiliatioun  to  be  [intimat  to  be]  only  the  fms  of  the  land,  be  the 
quhilk  the  profeffioun  of  the  Gofpell  hes  bein  diflionourit,  and  the  wrath 
of  God  provockit :  quhilk  generall  humiliatioun  is  ordainit  to  be  vpon  the 
lail  two  Sabboth  dayes  of  Junij  nixt  to  come. 

The  vnplantit  kirks  wald  be  effe6luallie  recommendit  to  his  Majefties 
care,  whofe  authoritie  only  is  able  to  accomplilli  that  worke ;  and,  for  the 
better  furtherance  therof,  that  his  Majeftie  wald  caufe  take  heid  that  the 
thrids  be  keipit  vnvitiat. 

Nothing  more  neceffar  nor  to  have  his  Majefties  houffe,  the  Princes 
houfe,  the  Erles  houfes,  and  places  of  thair  refidence,  and  vthers  places  of 
chiefeft  importance,  as  the  Towne  of  Dumfreis,  to  be  M'eill  plantit  with 
learnit,  wife,  and  godlie  perfons  :  and  quher  the  laik  of  provilioun  mycht 
be  a  hinder  to  the  prefent  planting,  as  at  the  Erles  houfes,  it  were  requi- 
iite  for  a  time,  that  the  meiteft  for  that  purpofe,  not  being  in  places  quher 
the  caufe  may  be  fo  farre  intereft  be  the  want  of  a  refident  Paftour, 
fould  be  tranfportit  fra  thair  awin  places,  to  remaine  for  ane  quarter  or 
halfe  ane  geir,  that  ane  fubftantious  meane  may  be  found  out  for  ane  con- 
ftant  provilioun  and  planting  of  thefe  rowmes,  be  whole  labours,  in  the 
meane  tyme,  the  Erles  and  thair  families  might  be  confirmit  in  the  trueth, 
and  the  enemies  debarrit  from  thair  companies,  and  therafter  to  returne  to 
thair  awin  charges  ;  the  Prefbytries,  in  the  meanequhill,  taking  ordour  for 
the  helping  of  thair  kirks  in  the  tyme  of  thair  abfence  :  And  to  that  effe6l, 
ordaines  Mr  George  Glaidfianes  to  be  direft  to  awaite  vpon  the   Erie  of 
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Huntlie  ;  Mrs  Alexander  Lindfey  and  William  Coiiper  vpon  the  Erie  of 
Erroll ;  Mrs  James  Law  and  Joline  Spottifwood  vpon  the  Erie  of  Angus  ; 
Mr  Johne  Carmichell  vpon  the  Lord  Hoome  ;  Mrs  David  Lindfey  and 
Johne  Hall  vpon  the  Lord  Herreis. 

That  ane  petitioun  be  givin  in  to  his  Majeftie  and  Secreit  Counfell,  de- 
fyring,  that  thefe  quhom  his  Majeftie  knowis,  or  fall  know  heirafter,  to  deale 
in  favours  of  profell  traffiqueing  Papifts  farther  nor  the  lawes  of  the  coun- 
trey  fall  perniitt,  falbe  countit  and  haldin  as  men  fulpeiSl  in  religioun,  and 
fall  not  have  the  honour  to  be  in  his  Majefties  boufe,  Counfell,  or  Sef- 
fioun. 

Item,  That  it  be  craveit  lykeways  of  his  Majeftie  and  Secreit  Counfell, 
that  all  Papifts,  men  and  women,  challeiigit  be  the  Kirk  for  thair  religioun, 
and  not  fatiftieand  the  Kirk  for  the  lame,  be  difchairgit  from  refort  to  court, 
quhill  they  have  liitiffied,  and  bring  from  the  Prelbytrie  of  thair  bounds  a 
lufEcient  teftimoniall  of  thair  obedience. 

Item,  For  difcovering  of  the  adverlaries  of  the  true  religioun  lurking 
within  this  countrey,  it  is  ordainit,  that  every  Prelbytrie,  iuimediatlio  after 
the  diffolving  of  this  prefent  Affemblie,  take  vp  the  names  of  the  non  com- 
municants within  thair  bounds,  and  fend  them  to  his  Majefties  Minifters 
with  all  expeditioun,  fubfcryvit  be  the  Moderatour  and  Clark  of  the  Pref- 
bytrie,  and  Minifter  of  the  paroch  ;  and  that  from  this  tyme  furth,  at  every 
Provinciall  Alfemblie,  the  names  of  the  non  communicants  be  tane  vp,  and 
fent  to  his  Majefties  Minifters. 

Item,  That  it  be  inquyrit  anent  the  late  I'econcilit  Lords  to  the  Kirk,  be 
the  Prefljytries  qviher  they  make  relidence,  whither  they  have  keipit  and 
performit  the  articles  fiibfcrivit  be  them  at  thair  receiving,  and  that  they  be 
vrgit  feverallie  to  performe  every  ane  of  the  laid  articles  ;  and  if  they  re- 
fufe,  that  the  Prelbytries  certifie  the  Kings  Majefties  Minifters  therof. 

Item,  For  efchevving  of  farther  evill  quhilk  might  come  to  the  eftate  of 
the  religioun  be  the  evill  educatiouu  of  the  gouth  foorth  of  the  country, 
it  wald  be  cravit  of  his  Majeftie  and  Secreit  Counfell,  that  fuch  noblemen 
and  vthers  as  directs  a  paedagogue  with  thair  fonnes  furth  of  the  countrie, 
that  thair  paedagogue  be  knowin  godlie  and  of  good  religioun,  [learnit] 
and  inftru6lit  in  the  famein,  and  approvit  of  his  religioun  be  the  teftimo- 
niall of  his  Pretbitrie  :  that  thair  remaining  out  of  the  countrey  be  in  the 
places  quher  the  religioun  is  prefentlie  profeft,  or,  at  the  leaft,  quher  ther 
is  no  reftraint  of  the  fame  be  the  crueltie  of  Inquifitioun  :  that  dureing  the 
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tyme  of  thair  abfence  they  fall  not  haunt  any  idolatrous  exercile  of  reli- 
gioun  :  and  fiich  [as]  hes  not  the  nioyen  to  fuftaine  a  paedagogue  with 
thair  ions  foorth  of  the  countrey,  that  they  fend  them  to  fuch  parts  quher 
ther  is  no  reftraint  [of  religioun :  and  in  caice  thair  fonnes,  after  thair  de- 
parting out  of  the  countrey,  haunt  thefe  parts  quher  the  profeflion  of  the 
trew  religioun  is  reflrainit,]  that  they  find  caution  not  to  intertaine  them  : 
And  in  cace  any  that  paffes  out  of  the  countrey  imbrace  any  religioun  ex- 
cept that  quhilk  is  prefentlie  profeft  within  this  realme,  that  they  fall  not 
be  able  to  bruik  raoyen,  heritage,  honours,  nor  offices,  within  this  realme ; 
and  this  to  be  ane  exceptioun  aganis  the  fervice  of  thair  breives,  and  at  the 
tyme  of  admillioun  of  them  to  any  office  or  honours  :  And  in  cace  any  of 
thair  parents  contraveine  any  of  the  premiffes,  that  they  incurre  fuch  paine 
as  his  ]\lajefl:ie  and  Secreit  Counfell  fall  modifie  ;  and  that  fuch  as  are 
already  out  of  the  countrey,  [either]  be  callit  back  againe  befor  ane  day  to 
be  appointit  be  his  Majeilie  and  Secreit  Counfell,  or  els  that  thair  parents 
be  fubiedl  to  the  lyke  conditiouns  befor  fett  downe. 

Item,  It  wald  be  craveit  of  his  Majeilie  and  Secreit  Counfell,  that  all 
fkippers,  mariners,  and  awners  of  fliips,  be  inhite  that  they  bring  in  any 
Jefuites,  Seminarie  Priefts,  declarit  fugitive  traitours  and  rebells  within  the 
countrey,  bot  fuch  as  they  know  to  be  of  true  religioun,  or  hes  fufficient 
teftimoniall  of  the  honeftie  of  thair  religioun  fra  the  places  quher  they  have 
bein  converfant,  vnder  the  paine  of  efcheiting  thair  haill  goods  ;  and  vnder 
the  fame  paine,  that  they  delyver  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Magiflrat  of  the 
towne  or  port,  quher  they  fall  hapjjin  to  arryve  at,  ther  to  be  keipit,  ay 
and  quhill  they  be  examinat  and  tryed,  and  his  Majeflies  warrand  obtainit 
for  thair  libertie  after  they  have  bein  tryed  [and  fand]  honeft  in  religioun  ; 
and  fall  keip  them,  thair  bookes,  goods,  and  geir  in  fhipboord,  ay  and 
quhill  they  receive  ane  warrand  from  the  ordinar  Magiftrate  for  the  releiv- 
ing  of  the  fame  ;  and  to  that  efFe6l,  that  they  fett  none  vpon  land  bot  in 
commoun  ports,  quher  ther  is  ane  Magiftrate  to  receive  the  paffengers  from 
thair  hands. 

Item,  That  his  Majeftie  be  dealt  earneftlie  with  anent  the  removeing  of 
his  dochter  out  of  the  Ladie  Levingftouns  companie,  in  refpedl  of  her  ob- 
ftinate  continueing  in  the  profeffioun  of  Papiftrie :  for  the  quhilk  caufe,  his 
Majeftie  being  requeifted  [be]  the  haill  AlFemblie,  promifed  that  his  Hienes 
dochter  fould  be  tranfportit,  betuixt  and  Mertimes  nixt  to  come,  to  his  awin 
houfe. 
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And  becaiife  the  non  planting  of  kirks  is  a  great  part  of  the  wyte  of  the 
defedtioun  from  the  puritie  of  religioun  ;  and  that  the  beil  way  for  the  plant- 
ing of  the  laids  kirks,  is  the  furtherance  of  the  conftant  platt  for  locall  fti- 
pends  to  be  appointit  to  every  kirk  within  this  realme  :  Therfor  the  AlTem- 
blie  hes  ordainit  the  brethren  following,  viz.  Mrs  David  Lindfay,  James 
Nicolfone,  Robert  Pont,  Patrick  Galloway,  George  Glaidllanes,  Johne 
Nicolfone,  or  any  thrie  of  them,  to  conveine  [upon  the  firfl,  day  of  Junij] 
with  my  Lords  Chancellar,  Secreitar,  Prefident,  Colle6lor,  Comptroller, 
Sir  Patrick  Murray,  and  Mr  George  Young,  to  treat  and  advyfe  on  lick 
overtures  as,  be  thair  coramoun  confent,  falbe  found  molt  meitand  expedient 
for  advancing  of  the  laid  work  of  the  conftant  platt,  and  to  lay  downe  I'uch 
grounds  as  they  fall  find  moft  meit  and  profitable  for  profecuting  of  the 
fume  ;  and  to  report  thair  diligence  to  the  nixt  Affemblie. 


Seffio  3^      Eodem  die. 

The  Kings  Majeftie  having  declarit  his  intentioun  and  defyre  to  have  a 
Miniller  for  his  Hienes  houl'e,  in  refpe6l  of  the  deceife  of  Mr  Johne  Craig, 
and  Johne  Duncanfones  old  age,  and  another  to  the  Queines  Majefties 
houfe,  and  ane  vther  to  the  Princes  houfe,  the  Affemblie  nominat  for  his 
Majefties  and  the  Queines  houfe  Mrs  Henrie  Blyth,  John  Fairfull,  Peter 
Hewat,  and  Andro  Lamb  ;  for  the  Princes  houfe,  Mrs  James  Nicolfon, 
James  Law,  and  Johne  Spottifwood. 

[The  Affemblie  ratifies  the  atls  made  in  the  Affemblies  of  befor,  anent 
the  difcharging  of  particular  applicatiouns  to  be  made  in  the  exercifesj  and 
of  the  forbidding  of  goung  men  not  admittit  to  the  Miniftrie  to  preach  in 
the  cheife  places  of  the  countrey  ;  and  ordaines  the  fame  to  be  put  in  exe- 
cutioun,  under  the  paine  of  incurring  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk.  C.  &  B.] 


Seffio  4a-     15  Maij. 

The  Affemblie  adjoynes  the  Prefbitrie  of  Kirkudbright  to  the  Miniftrie 
of  Nithifdaill,  ay  and  quhill  ther  be  fick  a  number  of  kirks  plantit  within 
the  faids  bounds  as  may  conftitute  a  lanfull  Prelbytrie  among  themfelves. 

The  Affemblie  ordaines  the  Commiffioners  to  recommend  vnto  his  Ma- 
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jeilie  the  provilion  of  competent  livings  to  the  faids  kirks;  and  nominates 
Mrs  Johne  M'^Birnej,  George  Greir,  and  William  Airthur,  to  be  plant:  t 
therat. 

Anent  the  queftioun  referrit  fra  the  Prefliytrie  of  Couper  to  this  prefent 
Affemblie,  concerning  the  caufe  perfe\yit  be  the  laid  Prelbytrie  aganis  Eliza- 
beth Pitcairne,  for  liitiffaclioun  of  the  adulterie  committit  be  her,  and  pro- 
vin  againft  her,  conforme  to  the  decreit  of  the  forfaid  Prelbytrie  ;  quho 
being  vrgeit  to  fatiffie  the  Kirk  therfor,  producit  ane  decreit  of  adherence 
obteinit  againll  her  hulband  befor  the  Commiffars  of  Edinburgh,  ordaining 
her  hulband  to  adhere  to  her,  and  be  confequence  exonering  lier  of  adul- 
terie :  The  Affemblie  ordaines  the  Prelbytrie  to  put  thair  awin  decreit  to 
executioun,  notwitliftanding  the  decreit  of  adherence. 

Anent  the  citatioun  vfit  be  the  Prelbytrie  of  Couper  aganis  the  auld 
Laird  of  Kynneir,  to  have  anfuerit  for  the  abufing  of  Mr  Robert  Inlliaw, 
Miniller  of  Kilmanie,  in  the  folemnizating  of  the  mariage  of  his  dochter, 
and  in  antedating  of  ane  tellimoniall  fent  to  Mr  Henrie  Balfour,  Miniller 
at  CoUeffie  :  The  Allemblie,  in  rel"pe<5l  of  the  Laird  of  Kynneirs  abfence, 
referris  the  tryall  of  the  (aid  matter  to  the  Prelbytrie  of  Couper. 


Seffio  vltima.     16  Maij. 

It  being  meanit  be  fundrie  of  the  brethren,  that  there  was  fundrie  errours 
that  merited  to  be  corredlit  in  tlie  vulgar  tranllationn  of  the  Byble,  and  of 
the  Pfalmes  in  meetter  ;  as  alfo  that  ther  are  fundrie  prayers  in  the  Pfalme 
Booke  quhilk  wald  be  altered,  in  refpedl  they  are  not  convenient  for  the 
tyme  :     In  the  quhilk  heids  the  Affemblie  hes  concludit  as  followis  : 

Firff,  Anent  the  tranflatioun  of  the  Byble:  That  every  ane  of  the  brethren 
quho  hes  bell  knowledge  in  the  languages,  imploy  thair  travells  in  fundrie 
parts  of  the  vulgar  tranllationn  in  the  Byble,  that  neids  to  be  mendit,  and 
to  conferre  the  fame  together  at  the  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  tranflatioun  of  the  Pfalmes  in  meeter  ;  It  is  ordainit,  that  the 
fame  be  revifit  be  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Miniller  at  San6l  Cuthberts  Kirk,  and 
his  travells  to  be  revilit  at  the  nixt  Allemblie. 

It  is  not  thocht  good  that  the  prayers  alreadie  contenit  in  the  Pfalme 
Booke  be  altered  or  delatit  ;  bot  if  any  brother  wald  have  any  vther  prayers 
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eiked,  quhilk  are  nieit  for  the  tyme,  ordaines  the  fame  firft  to  be  tryed  and 
allowed  be  the  Affemblie. 

The  Generall  Airemblie,  for  caufes  and  confideratiouns  moving  them, 
hes  ordainit  Mrs  James  Balfour,  Walter  Balcanquell,  and  William  Wat- 
lone,  to  be  tranfportit  otit  of  thair  awin  places  of  thair  Miniftrie  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  plantit  in  fuch  places  as  the  CommilFioners  deput  be  this  prefent 
Affemblie  think  expedient :  And  lykewayes  ordaines  the  faid  Commil- 
lioners  to  plant  fnch  vthers  of  the  Miniftrie  in  thair  places  in  the  Kirk  of 
Edinburgh,  as  falbe  found  expedient  for  the  advancement  of  the  glorie  of 
God  within  the  fame. 

The  Commiirioners  for  the  Towne  of  Edinburgh,  viz.  Johne  Johnlloun 
and  George  Heriot,  proteilit  in  the  name  of  the  faid  Towne,  that  feeing 
the  Generall  Affemblie  hes  ordainit  thair  Minillers  above  namit  to  be 
tranfportit  furth  of  Edinburgh,  the  faid  Towne  fould  be  frie  of  thair  bur- 
dein  fra  this  tyme  of  tliair  prefent  tranfportatioun  ;  and  that  the  faid  tranf- 
portatioun  fould  not  be  prejudiciall  to  them  in  any  tyme  heirafter,  bot  that 
they  might  be  reponit  in  thair  awin  places,  quhen  it  fould  pleafe  his  Majellie 
and  the  Kirk  to  lyke  weill  therof :  quhilk  proteilatioun  his  Majellie  and  the 
baill  Affemblie  willinglie  aggreit  vnto ;  quhervpon  the  faid  Commiffioners 
afkit  iniiruments. 

The  Affemblie  hes  ordainit,  that,  in  every  Affemblie  to  be  conveinit  in 
all  tyme  comeing,  fuch  as  fall  happin  to  be  appointit  Commifljoners  from 
the  Generall  Affemblie  to  indure  quhill  the  Alfemblie  nixt  therafter,  fall 
give  ane  accompt  of  thair  proceidings  dureing  the  haill  tyme  of  thair  com- 
milTioun,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Affemblie,  befor  any  vther  caufe  [or  mat- 
ter] be  handlit ;  and  thair  proceidings  to  be  alio  wit  or  diffallowit  as  the 
Affemblie  fall  think  expedient. 

The  Generall  Affemblie  having  rypelie  weyit  the  neceffitie  of  the  ap- 
pointing Commillioners  fra  this  prefent  Affemblie,  not  only  to  advyfe  and 
awaite  vpon  fuch  affairs  as  falbe  for  the  weill  and  vtilitie  of  the  Kirk  of 
God,  bot  alfo  for  giving  advyfe  to  his  Majellie  anent  the  balding  furth  of 
the  enemies  of  the  famein,  quhen  they  falbe  requyrit  be  his  Hienes  therto: 
Therfor,  the  brethren  conveinit  in  this  Affemblie  hes  givin  and  grantit, 
lykeas,  be  the  tenour  heirof,  gives  and  grants  thair  power  and  commiffioun 
to  thir  brether,  viz.  Mrs  Alexander  Dowglas,  Johne  Strauchane,  Peter 
Blackburne,  George  Monro,  James  Nicolfoue,    Andro  Leitch,   Alexander 
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Forbes,  Patrick  Simfone,  William  Coiiper,  Alexander  Lindfay,  Georpe 
Glaidllanes,  William  Scott,  Johne  Caldcleugh,  Robert  Wilkie,  David  Lind- 
fay,  Robert  Pont,  Johne  Spottifwood,  Johne  Hall,  James  Law,  Johne 
Knox,  Johne  Abernethie,  Johne  Hay,  Gawin  Harailtoun,  Alexander 
Scrymg-eour,  David  Barklay,  and  the  Kings  jNIajelVies  Minitters,  or  any 
nyne  of  them  ;  giveand,  grantand,  and  committand  vnto  them  thair  full 
power  to  plant  inch  kirks  in  Burrow  Townes  as  are  deftitute  [of  Paltours] 
in  generall,  and  fpeciallie  to  plant  the  Kirk  of  Edinburgh,  quliich  is  vacand 
be  tranfportatioun  of  the  MiniHers  therof ;  with  power  alfo  to  plant  Mrs 
James  Balfour,  Walter  Balcauquell,  and  William  Watfone,  Minillers  tranf- 
portit  out  of  Edinburgh,  with  his  Majefties  advyce,  in  fuch  convenient 
places  as  they  fould  find  expedient  for  the  glorie  of  God  ;  with  power  alfo 
to  tranfport  any  of  the  Minillrie  within  the  realme  from  thair  awin  places 
quher  they  prefentlie  ferve,  and  to  plant  them  in  the  faid  vacand  places  of 
the  Kirk  of  Edinburgh  ;  in  the  planting  quherof  they  fall  take  the  advyce 
of  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edinburgh,  according  to  the  afils  and  ftatutes  of  the 
Generall  AlFemblie  made  of  befor  : 

Attour,  If  it  I'all  happin  the  Kings  Majeftie  to  be  greivit  at  any  of  the 
Miniftrie  for  qubatfoevir  enormitie  committit  be  any  of  them  aganis  his 
Majeftie,  with  power  to  them,  or  any  nyne  of  them,  as  faid  is,  to  try  and 
cognofce  thervpon,  and  to  take  fuch  ordour  theranent  as  they  full  find  moft 
meit  to  the  glorie  of  God  and  weill  of  his  Kirk  : 

And,  finallie,  with  power  to  them  to  ])refent  the  greives  andpetitiouns  of 
this  prefent  Affemblie  to  his  Majeftie  and  Secreit  Counfell,  and  generall 
Conventioun  of  the  Eflates  and  Parliaments,  if  any  fall  happin  to  be;  and 
to  crave  redreffe  of  the  famein  :  Promitten  de  rato. 

The  Affemblie  ordaines  Mrs  James  NicoU'one,  James  Robertfone,  Alex- 
ander Lindfay,  and  William  Couper,  to  take  tryall  anent  the  vnioun  of  the 
kirk  of  Forgundie  to  the  paroch  of  Arngofk  ;  and  if  they  find  the  famein  to 
have  bein  done  of  auhl,  and  [to  be]  commodious  for  the  peiple,  to  ratifie 
the  fame. 

Forfameikle  as,  in  the  Generall  Affemblies  haldin  of  before,  it  hes  bein 
verie  wifelie  confidderit,  that  ther  hes  bein  nothing  more  profitable  for  ad- 
vancing of  the  glorie  of  God  by  the  preaching  of  the  Gofpell,  then  appoint- 
ing of  Commillioners  for  every  fchyre  within  this  realme,  whofe  care  and 
diligence  fould  be  partly  to  try  the  life,  do6lrine,  and  manner  of  converfatioun 
of  the  Miniftrie  in  the  bounds  committit  to  thair  vifitatioun  ;  and  partly  to 
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plant  the  kirks  quhilk  as  get  ly  deftitute  of  the  comfort  of  the  Word,  be 
dealing  with  fuch  as  hes  the  Kirk  livings  in  thair  hands,  for  ana  reafonable 
moyen  to  fuflaine  a  Minifter  at  every  kirk  within  this  realnie  :  quhilk  love- 
able  cuflouie  this  prefent  Afleniblie  being  niyndfull  to  profecute,  therfor  hes 
givin  and  grantit,  lykas,  be  the  tenour  heirof,  gives  and  grants  thair  full 
power  and  commiflioun  to  thir  brethren,  [to  vifit  the  bounds  particularly 
after  fpecified,]  viz.  to  Mrs  Robert  Pont  and  Robert  Durie  for  Orknay 
and  getland  ;  to  Mr  George  Glaidftanes  for  Cathnes  and  Sutherland;  to 
Mrs  Alexander  Dowglasand  Alexander  Rawfone  for  Rofs  ;  to  Mrs  George 
Hay  and  Andro  Crunibie  for  Murray  ;  to  Mr  George 

Glaidftanes  for  Aberdein  ;  for  Angus  and  Merns,  Mrs  Robert  Wilkie  and 
James  Nicolfone  ;  for  Perth  and  Stratherne,  Mrs  Thomas  Dowglas  and 
Johne  FairfuU  ;  for  Fyfe,  Mrs  James  Nicolfone  and  Robert  Howie  ;  for 
Louthian,  Mrs  Patrick  Simfone  and  Harie  Livingftoun  ;  for  Mers  and 
Teviotdaile,  Mrs  James  Gibl'one  and  Adame  Colt  ;  for  Cliddifdaill,  Mrs 
David  Lindfay  and  Johne  Spottifwood  ;  for  Irwing  and  Air,  Mrs  Gawiu 
Hamiltoun  and  Andro  Knox  ;  for  AnnandailH  Mrs  Johne  Knox,  Patrick 
Shaw  ;  for  Nithefdaile  and  Galloway,  Mrs  David  Barclay,  Alexander 
Scrymgeour,  and  Nathaniel  Inglis  :  with  power  to  them  to  try  the  breth- 
ren of  the  Minillrie  within  the  bounds  particularlie  above  delignit,  in  thair 
lyfe,  do6lrine,  qualificatioun,  and  converfalioun  ;  and  how  they  have  be- 
havit  theniCelvcs  twiching  the  rents  of  thair  benefices,  whither  they  have 
fett  tacks  of  the  fame,  but  confent  of  the  Generall  AiTemblie,  or  not,  and  fo 
dilapidat  the  fame  ;  to  depofe  fuch  as  delerves  depofitioun  ;  to  plant  Mi- 
nifters  in  fuch  places  as  hes  not  bein  plantit  heirtofoir  :  and  to  that  effe6t 
to  deale  with  the  takfmen  of  every  paroch  kirk  for  provifioun  of  ane  Mi- 
nifter to  thair  kirks  ;  and  to  report  to  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie  ane 
anfuer  of  the  takfmen  in  write,  containing  the  planting  of  the  kirks  quher- 
of  they  poirelFe  the  teinds  ;  and  to  report  thair  diligence  to  the  nixt  Affem- 
blie ;     Prom  mitten  de  rato. 

The  nixt  AlFemblie  is  appointed  to  be  haldin  at  San6l  Androes,   the  laft 
Tuefday  of  Julij,  the  jeir  of  God  1002  geirs. 


[The  General  Allembly  appointed  to  be  haldin  at  Sandl  Androes  the 
laft  Tuefday  of  July,  was  prorogued  be  the  King  to  the  tenth  of  November 
by  proclamations  at  the  Mercat  Croffes.  C] 
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The  Generall  AflTemblie  of  the  Commiflioners  from  the  Prelbitries  of 
the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  haldin  at  Halierudehous  the  10  of  November 
1602  :  In  the  quhilk,  the  Kings  Majellie  being  perfonallie  prefent, 
were  conveinit  the   Commiflioners  following. 


Commissioners  with  the  King. 


The  Secreitar. 
Thefaurer. 
ColleiSlour. 


Comptroller. 

Sir  Patrick  Murray. 


For  the  Miniftrie. 

Orknat. 
Mr  Robert  Pont. 

Cathnes. 
Mr  George  Glaidftanes. 


Rose,  Murray. 
Mr  Alexander  Rawfone. 
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Aberdein. 


Mr  Peter  Blackburne. 
Mr  Archibald  Blackburne. 
Mr  David  Rait. 
Mr  Richart  Rofs. 
Mr  John  Strauchane. 


Mr  Johne  Rofs. 
Mr  James  Milne. 
Mr  Abraham  Sibbald. 
Mr  Alexander  Hay. 


Mr  John  Erfkine. 
Mr  Alexander  Forbes. 


Mernes. 


Mr  James  Sibbald. 


Mr  Andro  Leitch. 
Mr  Johne  Merfchell. 


Brechine. 


Mr  Jofua  Durie. 


Mr  Patrick  Lindfay. 
Mr  Arthur  Foothie. 


Aberbrothock. 

Mr  Henrie  Philip. 


DUNDIE. 

Mr  Robert  Howie.  Mr  Andro  Clayhills. 


Mr  James  Anderfoun. 
Mr  Johne  Barclay. 


Mr  James  Rofs. 

Mr  Archibald  Moncreiff. 

Mr  William  Row. 

Mr  Adame  Ballandyne. 


Megle. 


Perth. 


Mr  David  Browne. 


Mr  Alexander  Hoome. 
Mr  Johne  Edmeftoun. 
Mr  William  Glaffe. 
Mr  Silvefter  Rattray. 
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Sanct  Androes. 

Mr  James  Melvill.  Mr  Robert  Durie. 

Mr  John  Carmichell. 

Vniversitie  therof. 
Mr  James  Mertin. 

COUPER. 

Mr  Thomas  Douglas.  Mr  William  Cranfloun. 

Mr  Robert  Buchannan. 

KiRKADIE. 

Mr  William  Scott.  Mr  David  Spens. 

Mr  Johne  Michelfone. 

DUMFERMLING. 

Mr  Johne  FairfuU.  Mr  Edmond  Myles. 

Mr  Johne  Cauden. 

Edinburgh. 

Mr  James  Balfour.  Mr  William  Aird. 

Mr  Walter  Balcanquell. 

LiTHGOW. 

Mr  Thomas  Peebles.  Mr  George  Inglis. 

Mr  Robert  Cornwell. 

Dalkeith. 

Mr  George  Ramfay.  Mr  Adam  Colt  (Scot  ?) 

Mr  Archibald  Simfone. 
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Haddingtoun,  Dujibar. 
Mr  Ed  wart  Hepburne.  Mr  Richard  Ogill. 

Pebles. 
Mr  Johne  Ker. 


Mers. 


Mr  Johne  Clappertoun. 
Mr  Tobias  Ranifay. 
Mr  William  Methven, 
Mr  Alexander  Gaites. 
Mr  Johne  Abernethie. 


Mr  William  Clerk. 
Mr  Johne  Knox. 
Mr  James  Dais. 
Mr  Johne  Smith. 


Glasgow. 
Mr  Andro  Boyd.  Mr  Williame  Levingftoun. 

Vniversitie  thereof. 
Mr  Patrick  Sharp. 

Paislay. 
Mr  Johne  Hay. 

DUMBARTAN. 

Mr  William  Simfone. 


Hamiltoun. 


Mr  Johne  Howifone. 


Mr  Patrick  Walkinfchaw. 


6h 
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Lanerick. 
Mr  William  Birnie.  Mr  Robert  Bannatyne. 

Air. 

Mr  George  Dumbar.  Mr  Johne  Welfch. 

Mr  Nathan  Inglis. 

Irwing. 
Mr  Hew  Fullertoun. 

Drumfries. 

Mr  Robert  Hunter.  Mr  Richard  Browne. 

Mr  Johne  Browne. 

Kirkkudbryt. 
Mr  William  Hamiltoun. 

WiGTOUN. 

Mr  Robert  Wallace.  Mr  Mathew  Reid. 

burrowis. 

Edinburgh. 
Mr  Johne  Robertfone.  Mr  George  Heriot. 

DUNDIE. 

Mr  William  Fergufone. 
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Sanct  Androes. 
Mr  William  RulFell. 

Leith. 
Mr  Jerome  Lindfay.  Mr  David  Orok. 

Bruntiland. 
Patrick  GreiflF. 

Commissioners  of  the  Generall  Assemblie. 

Mr  Alexander  Dowglas.  Mr  Robert  Wilkie. 

Mr  George  Monro.  Mr  David  Lindfay. 

Mr  James  Nicolfone.  Mr  Johne  Hall. 

Mr  Patrick  Simfone.  Mr  James  Law. 

Mr  William  Coiiper.  Mr  Gawin  Hamiltoun. 

Mr  Alexander  Lindfay.  Mr  Alexander  Scry'ingeour. 

Mr  Joline  SpotilVood.  Mr  David  Barklay. 

Mr  Johne  Calcleugh. 

A6la  Seflione  prima. 

Exhortatioun  being  made  be  Mr  Johne  Hall,  Moderatour  of  the  laft 
Affemblie,  the  AiFemblie,  after  the  accuftomit  manner,  proceidit  to  the 
ele6lioun  of  the  Moderatour  of  this  prefent  Affemblie  ;  and,  after  nomina- 
tioun  of  the  brethren  following,  viz.  Mrs  Patrick  Sharp,  Patrick  Galloway, 
James  Balfour,  and  Johne  Carmichaell,  out  of  the  quhilk  number  the  Mo- 
deratour fould  be  chofin  ;  be  pluralitie  of  votis  the  laid  Mr  Patrick  Gallo- 
way was  cholen  Moderatour  hac  vice. 

The  houres  appointit  to  conventioun,  to  be  nyne  houres  of  the  morning 
for  the  privie  conference  ;  and  elevin  houres  for  conveining  of  the  Aflem- 
blie,  and  to  litt  quhill  four  houres  afternoone. 

The  Affeffours  appointit  to  conveine  with  the   Moderatour  in  the  privie 
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conference,  for  treating  of  fuch  things  as  are  to  be  concludit  in  the  Affem- 
blie,  are  Mrs  Johne  Hall,  Robert  Pont,  George  Gladflanes,  David  Lind- 
lay,  Alexander  [llawlone,]  Peter  Blackburne,  Johne  Strauchan,  David 
Rait,  Alexander  Forbes,  James  Nicolfone,  Robert  Howie,  James  Melvill, 
Robert  Wilkie,  Johne  Carmichael,  Alexander  Lindfay,  William  GlalFe, 
Patrick  Sharp,  James  Balfour,  Walter  Balcanquell,  James  Law,  Johne 
Spottifwood,  Johne  Clappertoun,  John  Knox,  David  Barklay,  William 
Hamiltoun,  Nathaniel  Inglis,  Johne  Hay,  Andro  Lamb. 


Seffio  2*-     Eodem  die. 

The  faid  day,  being  callit  Mr  George  Glaidftanes,  Minilter  of  San<!?l 
Androes,  qulio  was  dire6l  be  the  lad  All'emblie  to  have  remained  for  ane 
quarter  or  halfe  ane  jeir  with  the  Marqueis  of  Huntlie,  to  the  effe6l  that, 
be  his  travails  and  labours,  the  faid  Noble  Lord  and  his  familie  might  be 
informit  in  the  Word  of  Trueth  prefentlie  profell  within  this  real  me,  and 
the  enemies  therof  debarrit  from  his  companie,  to  give  ane  acconipt  of  his 
diligence  in  the  faid  commiffioun,  the  faid  Mr  George  compeirand,  declarit, 
that,  at  the  tyme  of  his  journeying  northward  for  vilitatioun  of  the  Prefby- 
tries  of  Cathnes  and  Sudderland,  he  addreft  himfelfe  to  the  Marqueis  of 
Huntlie,  and  remained  with  him  the  fpace  of  thrie  dayes,  duering  the  quhilk 
tyme  he  conferrit  with  him  anent  the  contravertit  heids  of  reiigioun,  and 
defyrit  of  his  Lordibip  that  he  wald  fliew  him  quherin  he  doubtit,  that  to 
the  efFe6l  be  his  conference  he  might  be  refolvit  of  fuch  heids  quherof  he 
was  not  as  get  fullie  fatiffied,  quhilk  his  LordQiip  proniifed  to  doe  at  his 
back  coming  :  and  lykeways  having  demanded,  why  his  LordDiips  kirks 
were  not  plantit,  and  why  he  refortit  not  to  the  preaching  at  the  ordinar 
tymes  in  paroch  kirks  ? 

To  the  firll  he  anfuerit,  That  the  non  planting  of  his  kirks  proceids  vpon 
the  not  giving  licence  to  the  Perfons  of  the  faids  kirks  to  renew  his  taks, 
conforme  to  the  promife  made  to  his  Lordlhip  be  the  Commillioners  of  the 
Affemblie,  at  the  tyme  that  his  Lordfliip  grantit  to  the  augmentatioun  of 
the  rents  of  the  faid  kirks. 

As  to  the  fecond.  He  could  not  weill  refort  to  the  paroch  kirks,  partlie, 
in  refpe6t  of  the  meane  rank  of  fuch  as  were  within  the  paroch,  and  partlie, 
in  refpefil   his   Lordlbips  predeceffours  were  in  vfe  to  have  a  chappell  in 
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tliair  awin  houfe,  quhilk  lie  was  myndit  to  profecute  now,  feeiiio-  he  was 
prefentlie  repairing-  [to]  his  houfe  of  Strathbog-ie. 

The  faid  Mr  George  being-  demandit,  why  he  made  no  longer  relidence 
with  his  Lordlliip,  confornie  to  his  cotnmiinoun,  anfwerit,  that  he  could 
not,  becaufe  the  iMarqueis  of  Huntlie  was  vpon  his  voyage  fouthward,  at 
his  Majellies  direfilioun,  for  reconciliatiouu  of  the  feid  betuixt  him  and  the 
Erie  of  Murray  ;  quhilk  feid  was  the  caufe  that  his  Lordlhip  could  not 
communicat. 

Being  callit  lykewayes  Mr  Alexander  Lindfay  and  William  Couper,  Com- 
miffioners  appointit  be  the  lalt  Affemblie  to  awaite  vpon  the  Erie  of  ErroU 
for  the  etFei-l  forfaid,  compeirand  Mr  Alexander  Lindfay,  declairit,  that  he 
had  awaitit  vpon  the  faid  Noble  Lord  dureinghis  remaining  in  the  Carfe  of 
Gowrie,  and  that  he  fand  him  a  diligent  heirer  of  the  Word  :  and  having- 
requyrit  of  him,  if  he  doubted  of  any  thing-,  his  Lordlhip  anliierit.  That,  at 
the  tyme  of  his  reconciliatiouu,  he  did  the  famein  vnfainedly,  and  had  callin 
all  fcruples  away.  As  concerning  the  planting  of  his  kirks,  that  he  had  pro- 
vydit  the  famein  of  his  awin  benevolence  ;  and  that  he  wald  communicat  at 
lick  tyrae  as  the  facrament  fould  be  miniilrat  at  any  of  his  awin  kirks, 
quherat  his  refidence  fould  be  for  the  tyme. 

Being-  callit  Mr  Johne  Spottifwood  and  James  Law,  Commillioners  ap- 
pointit to  awayt  vpon  the  Erie  of  Angus,  Mr  Johne  Spottifwood  exciilit 
himfelfe,  becaufe  he  was  dire6tit  be  his  Majeilie  to  awaite  vpon  the  Duke 
of  Lennox  in  his  ambairadrie  to  France  ;  in  refpe6l  quherof,  Mr  James 
J>aw,  being  appointit  Commillioner  conjun6llie  with  the  faid  Mr  Johne, 
could  doe  nothing  him  alone  :  but  becaufe  it  was  reportit  be  the  haill  bre- 
thren of  thefe  parts  quher  the  faid  Erie  does  haunt,  that  he  did  neither  re- 
fort  to  the  heiring  of  the  Word,  nor  participatioun  of  the  facraments,  bot, 
be  the  contrair,  niaintainit  profeft  enemies  to  the  religioun  in  hiscorapanie, 
fick  as  ane  Mr  Charles  Browne  ;  therfor,  to  advife  in  the  conference  for 
remeid  therof. 

Being  callit  Mr  John  Carinichaell,  Commiffioner  appointit  to  awaite 
vpon  my  Lord  Hoome,  declarit,  that  he  execute  no  part  of  his  comniiilioun, 
be  reafon  of  the  faid  Lords  ablence  foorth  of  the  countrey. 

The  lyke  excufe  was  vlit  be  Mrs  David  Lindfay  and  Johne  Hall,  quho 
were  appointit  to  await  on  my  Lord  Herreis,  in  cace  that  he  repairit  to 
Edinburgh,  declairing,  that  the  faid  Lord  remainit  but  a  verie  Ihort  fpace 
in  the  faid  towne. 
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Anent  the  Commiffioners  appointit  be  the  laft  AITemblie  to  awaite  vpon 
the  conftant  platt :  My  Lord  Colledlour  being  prefent,  declarit,  tliat  the 
Hay  of  that  worke  proceidit  vpon  the  default  of  the  Prelbytrles,  quho,  for 
the  mod  part,  had  nevir  returnit  ane  anfuer  of  his  Majeilies  letters  diredl 
be  his  ConiniilTioners  of  the  conftant  platt,  without  the  quhilk  they  could 
not  proceid  :  and,  therfor,  the  AflTemblie  orduines  fick  as  had  not  reportit 
thair  anfuers,  to  produce  them  the  morne. 

Anent  the  Commillloners  appointit  for  vilitatioun  of  Prefbytries  :  The 
Affemblie  ordaincs  them  to  give  in  thair  diligence  in  wryte  the  morne,  that 
the  famein  may  be  tryit  and  confidderit  be  the  AflTemblie.  And  becaufe 
ther  hes  bein  Hack,  or  no  executioun  of  fick  CommilFions  in  tyme  bygane, 
be  reafon  of  carlofnes  of  fick  as  were  appointit  to  accept  the  fame  :  Ther- 
for, it  is  ordainit,  that,  in  tyme  comeing,  fick  as  fiilbe  appointit  Commif- 
fioners,  fall  accept  the  commilfiouns  on  them,  and  promife  be  thair  aithes, 
in  face  of  the  Affemblie,  to  doe  thair  honeft  and  faithful!  diligence  in  the 
executioun  therof ;  and  to  report  the  famein  to  the  nixt  Affemblie  in  wryte, 
vnder  the  paines  conteinit  in  the  a6ts  of  the  Generall  Affemblie. 

Being  callit  the  Commilfioners  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  to  give  ane 
account  of  thair  proceidings  fen  the  laft  AflTemblie,  they  were  ordainit  to 
give  in  thair  diligence  in  wryt  the  morne. 

The  quhilks  things  being  confidderit  be  the  haill  Affemblie,  it  was  thocht 
molt  expedient,  that  certaine  qualified  perlbns  be  chofin  out  of  the  Miiiif- 
trie,  for  planting  of  fuch  parts  of  the  countrey  as  are  deflitute  of  the  Word 
of  God  ;  and  Ipeciallie,  that  qualified  men  be  chofin  out  to  be  appointit 
Minifters  to  the  particular  families  of  the  faid  Noblemen  :  and  lykewayes 
that  the  catiouncrs  of  thefe  quho  were  fufpedh  of  religioun,  and  were  or- 
dainit be  his  Majeftie  to  paffe  off  the  countrie,  be  ftraitit  conforme  to  thair 
band,  and  fpeciallie  for  Patrick  Butter,  Patrick  Mortimer,  and  vthers,  and 
themfelves  [to]  be  lykewayes  chargit  for  breaking  of  the  faid  band. 


Sefiio  3*-    1 1  Novembris. 

Anent  the  fummounds  raifit  at  the  inftance  of  the  Provinciall  of  Low- 
thiane  and  Tweddall,  aganis  Dame  Helenour  Hay,  Countes  of  Lithgow, 
makand  mentioun,  That  in  the  proceffe  of  excommunicatioun  led  and  de- 
duceit  againft  her,  be  the  Prefljytrie  of  Lynlitbgow,  Iho  made  appellatioun 
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from  the  faid  Prelbytrie  to  this  prefent  Affemblie,  and  therfor  ordaining 
her  to  be  fummoundit  to  [compeir  befor]  this  Affemblie,  the  thrid  day 
therof,  to  profecute  her  appellatioun,  with  certificatioun,  and  flie  failjiet, 
the  AfTemblie  wald  allow  of  the  proces  led  and  deduceit  aganis  her  be  the 
faid  Prefbitrie,  as  at  mair  lenth  is  conteinit  in  the  faids  fummonds,  of  the 
dait,  at  Edinburgh,  the  3  of  November  1602  :  The  lame  being  callit,  the 
Affemblie  continues  the  fame  in  the  I'elfe  fame  force  and  effe6l  to  the  niorne. 

The  brethren  appointit  for  vilitatioun  of  the  Prelbitries  in  the  lall  Affem- 
blie, quho  were  ordainit  this  day  to  produce  thair  diligence  in  wryte,  being 
callit,  compeirit  Mrs  David  Lindlay  and  Johne  Spottilwood,  Commilfioners 
for  Cliddifdaill ;  Mr  Andro  Knox,  Commillioner  for  Air  ;  Mrs  James  Ni- 
colfone  and  Robert  Howie,  CommiOioners  for  Fyfe  ;  Mr  Robert  Durie, 
Conimiffioner  for  Orknay  ;  and  Mr  George  Glaidllanes,  CommitTioner  for 
Cathnes  ;  and  produceit  thair  diligence  in  wryte.  The  reft  of  the  fiiids 
CommiflTioners  either  were  not  prefent,  or  had  done  no  diligence.  Quhiiks 
diligences  producit,  the  Aflemblie  ordainit  to  be  viiited  be  the  brethren, 
Mrs  Johne  Hall,  Walter  Balcanquell,  Patrick  Walkinfchaw,  Archibald 
Moncrieff,  and  James  Anderfon,  and  therafter  to  report  what  they  have 
found  in  it  to  the  haill  Aflemblie. 

The  faid  day,  the  Commillioners  quho  were  appointit  in  the  lafl;  Affem- 
blie, for  planting  of  burrowes  tonnes  vacand,  and  awaiteand  vpon  his  Ma- 
jellie,  quho  were  ordainit  this  day  to  produce  thair  diligence  [and  proceed- 
ings in  wryte,]  to  the  effe6l  they  might  be  tryit  be  the  brethren,  and  either 
allowit  or  diffallowit,  [conforme]  as  they  del'erved,  being  callit,  they  com- 
peirit ;  and,  in  name  of  the  reft,  Mr  James  Nicolfone,  Minifter  at  Migle, 
produceit  thair  haill  proceidings  in  wryte  ;  quhilk  being  [openly]  read  in 
prefence  of  the  haill  AlTemblie,  and  the  brethren  being  demandit  be  the 
Moderator,  if  they  had  any  thing  to  fay  againft  the  famein,  or  againft  tiiem 
in  any  vther  held  quhatfumevir  :  Efter  the  particular  votes  of  every  ane 
of  the  Commillioners  was  fj)eirit,  the  AlTemblie  allowit  of  the  laid  proceid- 
ings, and  thankit  God  for  the  fame. 

The  quhilk  day,  the  brethren  conveinit  in  this  prefent  Affemblie  having 
conlidderit,  that  nothing  is  more  neceffar  for  the  advancement  of  Gods 
glorie  and  his  true  religioun  within  this  realme,  then  that  the  cheife  rowmes 
and  places  within  the  countrey,  fuch  as  are  noblemens  houfes  and  families, 
be  plantit  with  learnit  and  difcreit  Paftours,  able  not  only  to  inftrudl  and 
confirm  the  laid  noblemen,  thair  wyves,  children,  and  families,  in  the  true 
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feare  of  God,  and  heids  of  fincere  religioun  profeft  prefentlie  within  this 
realme,  Lot  alfo  qviho  may,   be  thair  provident  care  and  diligence,  procure 
that  the  families  of  fuch  noblemen  be  not  corruptit  with  the  companie  and 
banting-  of  profell  Papills,  Jefuites,   [and   vther]  Seminarie   Priefts,    quho 
goes  about  daylie  to  Imore  and  put  out  the  fpunks  of  true  religioun  and 
knowledge  of  God   kindlit  in   the  faids  noblemens  hearts  ;    and  becaufe 
prefentlie  fuch  men  cannot  be  found  to  vndertake  the  charge  of  the  faids 
noblemens  houfes,  as  faid  is  :    Therfor,  the  Affemblie  hes  thocht  good, 
that,  for  a  tyme,  brethren  meiteil  for  the  purpole  fould  be  borrowit  from 
thair  awin  places,  to  remaine  for  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  ane  geir  conti- 
nuallie  with  the  faids  noblemen,  be  wliofe  labours  in  the  meane  tyme,  quhill 
ane  conllant  and  permanent  providoun  may  be  fovuid  out  for  the  planting 
of  thefe  rowmes,  the  faids  noblemen  and  thair  families  may  be  confirrait  in 
the  trueth,  and   the  enemies  therof  debarrit  from  thair  companies;    and 
therafter  to  return  to  thair  awin  charges  ;  and  in  the  meane   tyme,  that 
the  Prelbitries  take  ordour  that  thair  places  be  furnifchit   dureing  thair 
abfence  :     And,  therfor,   they  have   elefilit  and  nominat  the  brethren  fol- 
lowing to  awaite  vpon  the  faids  noblemen  dureing  the   fpace   forfaid,  viz. 
Mr  William  Scott,  Minifler  at  Kennoquhy,  to  remaine  with  the  Marqueis 
of  Huntlie  ;  for  the  Erie  of  Erroll,   Mr  Alexander  Lindfay  ;  for  the  Erie 
of  Angus,  Mr  James  Law  ;  for  the  Lord  Hoome,  Mr  John  Carmichaell ; 
for  the  Lord  Maxwell,   fb  long  as  he  rcmaines  in  the  Caflle  of  Edinburgh, 
Mr  Henrie  Blyth  ;    for   the   Lord  Hereis,    Mr  Robert  Wallace  ;    for  the 
Lord  Semple,    the  Prefbitrie  of  Irwing,  fo  long  as  he  remaines  within  the 
fame  ;    and  in  cace  he  remaine   within   the  Preibitrie   of  Paiflay,   the  laid 
PrelLitrie  to  awaite  vpon  him  ;  and  lykewayes  for  the  Erie  of  Sutherland, 
the  Preibitrie  of  Edinburgh,  in  cace  he  make  his  relidence  within  the  fame  : 
And  in  cace  any  of  the  noblemen  make  their  relidence  any  tyme  in  Edin- 
burgh, or  within  the  Preibitrie  therof,  the  AlTemblie  ordaines  the  Prefbitrie 
of  Edinburgh  to  dire6l  twa  brethren  of  thair  number,  with  the  lyke  power  as 
the  brethren  above  fpecifeit,  to  awaite  vpon  every  ane  of  the  faids  noblemen 
that  falbe  found  refident  within  thair  Preibitrie  :    quhilks  brethren  forlliid, 
and  every  ane  of  them,  fall  receive  the  articles  in  wryte  fra  this  Affemblie, 
quherin  they  fall  travell  with  the  faids   Noblemen.      Quhilks   articles  the 
Affemblie  ordaines  to  be  pennit  be  Mrs  James  Melvill,  James  NicoUbne, 
Johne  Carmichaell,  Patrick  Galloway,  William  Scott,  and  Alexander  Lind- 
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fay,  to  be  givin  in  the  morne  to  the  AiTemblie,  that  the  brethren  may  con- 
iidder  the  famein.     The  tenour  quherof  followis. 


Inftrudliouns  for  the  brethren  appointit  be  the  Generall  AfTemblie  to 
attend  vpon  the  Marqueis  of  Huntlie,  the  Erles  of  Angus  and 
Erroll,  the  Lords  Hoome,  Herreis,  and  Maxwell. 

Firft,  ge  fall  addreflfe  gourfelves  with  all  convenient  diligence  and  ne- 
celTar  furniture  to  entir  in  thair  companie  and  families,  ther  to  remaine  Hill 
with  them  for  the  fpace  of  thrie  monethis  continuall  ;  dureing  the  quhilk 
tynie  gour  principall  care  Ailbe,  by  publick  do6trine,  by  reiding  and  inter- 
pretatioun  of  the  Scriptures  ordinarlie  at  thair  tables,  and  by  conference  at 
all  meitt  occafiouns,  to  infl,ru6l  therafelves  in  the  haill  grounds  of  true  re- 
ligioun  and  godlinefs,  fpeciallie  in  the  heids  controvertit,  and  confirme 
them  therin. 

2.  Take  paines  to  catechile  thair  families  ordinarlie  every  day,  once  or 
twyfe  at  the  leift,  or  fo  oft  as  may  I'erve  to  bring  them  to  fome  reafonable 
meal'ure  of  knowledge  and  feiling  of  religioun,  befor  the  oxpyring  of  the 
tymo  preicryvit  for  gour  remaining  ther  ;  and  let  this  a6lioun  begin  and  end 
with  prayer. 

3.  Preale  to  have  thair  houles  purgit  of  all  perfons  living  inordinately, 
whofe  evill  example  might  be  a  flander  to  thair  profellioun,  Ipeciallie  fuch 
as  are  of  fufpefil  religioun,  and  found  any  wayes  buflie  in  traffiqueing  aganis 
the  trueth,  and  quyetnes  of  the  eftate  of  the  countrey  ;  and  be  careful!  to 
have  all  fick  perfons  fiirth  of  thair  houfes  and  companie. 

4.  Travell  to  have  thair  kirks  plantit  with  fuflScient  provilioun  of  lii- 
pends,  and  weill  qualified  perfons  ;  and  procure,  that,  be  thair  authoritie 
and  alliilance,  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  may  have  executioun  within  thair 
bounds. 

5.  Perfwade  them  to  make  honed  provilioun  of  ftipends  for  the  intcr- 
tainment  of  relldent  Paltours  at  thair  houfes  and  cheife  dwelling  ])Iuces  ; 
and  to  make  clioife  of  learnit,  grave,  and  wyie  Paftours,  to  be  plantit  therat. 

G.  Urge  performance  of  the  articles  aggreeit  vpon  and  fubfcryvit  at  the 
tyme  of  thair  reconciliatioun,  and  regillrat  in  the  bookes  of  the  Affemblie, 
quheroutof  ge  fall  extract  them. 

7.   Informe  the  Kings  Majellie  fra  tyme  to  tyme,  how  they  have  profited, 

6  1 
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and  quhat  companie  reforts  to  them,  and  quhat  difpofitiouns  thair  com- 
panies are  of. 

Quhilks  articles  being-  red  in  audience  of  the  AlFemblie,  the  brethren 
approvit  the  famein,  and  ordainit  them  to  be  infert,  with  the  commillioun 
given  to  the  Minifters  appointit  to  remaine  with  the  faids  Lords,  in  the 
bookes  of  the  Affemblie. 

The  brethren  appointit  to  vilite  the  diligence  of  the  vifitours  appointit 
in  the  laft  Airemblie,  finds  fault,  that  in  all  thair  diligences  produceit,  ex- 
cept of  Caithnes  and  Fyfe,  the  vifitors  hes  not  exadllie  tryed  the  lyfe,  doc- 
trine, and  converfatioun  of  every  Minifler  at  his  awin  kirk  and  be  his  awin 
flock,  but  nakedlie  and  flanderlie  be  a  generall  view  at  the  Synodall  Affeni- 
blies ;  quhilk  the  Affemblie  finds  fault  with,  and  ordaines  to  be  amendit  in 
tyme  comeing. 

The  quhilk  day,  the  brethren  conveinit  in  this  AfTemblie,  having  rypelie 
weyit  how  neceffar  it  is,  that  ane  general  vilitatioun  be  for  inquyring  in 
the  lyfe,  do6trine,  qualificatioun,  and  converfatioun  of  every  ane  of  the 
Miniib-ie  in  particular  ;  the  quhilk  albeit  it  was  comniittit  to  the  charge  of 
the  villtours  appointit  be  the  laft  AfTemblie,  nevlrtheles  they,  or  at  the  leail 
the  moft  of  them,  hes  done  imall  or  no  diligence  in  the  executioun  of  that 
profitable  worke  comniittit  to  thair  charge,  exculit  partlie  be  infirmitie  and 
feiknes,  and  partlie  be  vther  neceflar  affaires,  quherin  they  were  iniployit, 
as  they  alledgit :  Therfor,  the  Affemblie,  not  willing  that  fuch  a  necelTar 
and  profitable  worke  fould  want  the  awin  good  execution  [andi"uccefs,]  hes 
nominat,  and  be  thir  prefents  nominats  thir  brethren  following,  thair  verie 
laufull  Commiflioners  for  vilitatioun  of  the  bounds  vnderwrytin,  every  ane 
of  them  for  thair  awin  parts,  as  they  are  particularlie  defignit ;  viz.  for 
Orknay,  Mr  Robert  Pont ;  for  Cathnes  and  Sudderland,  Mr  George 
Glaidftanes,  Mr  Alexander  Rawfone  ;  for  Rofs,  Mr  David  Lindfay ;  for 
Murray,  Mrs  Peter  Black burne,  Abraham  Sibbald  ;  for  Aberdein,  Mrs 
William  Scott  and  Alexander  Lindfay  ;  for  Angus  and  Mernes,  Mrs  Ro- 
bert Wilkie  and  James  Melvill ;  for  Perth  and  Striveling,  Mrs  James  Mer- 
tin  and  Johne  Caldcleugh  ;  for  Fyfe,  Mrs  James  Nicolfone  and  Robert 
Howie  ;  for  Lauthiane,  Mrs  Patrick  Sharp,  Johne  Couper  ;  for  Mers  and 
Teviotdaill,  Mrs  Johne  Carmichaell  and  James  Law  ;  for  Ciiddifdaill,  Mrs 
Johne  Spottifwood,  William  Airthur  ;  for  Irwing  and  Air,  Mrs  Andro 
Boyd,  Johne  Hay  ;  for  Nithefdaill  and  Annandaill,  Mrs  Johne  Knox, 
Patrick  Shaw,  and  Johne  Smith;  for  Galloway,   Mrs  Johne  WellL,   Hew 
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Fullertoun  ;  for  Argyle,  Mrs  Andro  Knox,  Andro  Lamb :  Giveand, 
grantand,  and  committand  to  every  ane  of  them  conjundllie,  and  in  cace 
of  feiknefs  of  any  ane  of  them,  with  power  to  the  vther,  &c.  to  try  the 
brethren  of  the  Minillrie  within  the  bounds  particularlie  above  comniittit  to 
every  ane  of  thair  cliarges  refpefilive,  in  thair  life,  doflrine,  qualificatioun, 
and  converfationn,  and  how  they  behave  themfelves  tuiching-  the  rents  of 
thair  benefices,  whither  they  have  fett  taks  of  the  faraein  but  confent  of  the 
Generall  Affemblie,  or  not ;  and  fo  incurrit  the  cenfure  of  dilapidatioun  ; 
with  power  alfo  to  try  the  Prefbitries  within  the  faids  bounds,  if  they  have 
keipit  thair  ordinar  conventiouns,  and  particular  vifitatiouns  of  thair  awin 
kirks,  and  vfit  and  exercifeit  all  fucli  things  as  belongs  to  the  Preibitrie  : 
with  power  alfo  to  them  to  try  every  particular  congregatioun  within  the 
bounds  committit  to  thair  vifitatioun  ;  and  generallie,  to  try  every  ane  of  the 
Minillrie,  Prelbitries,  and  Congregatiouns,  conforme  to  the  particular  or- 
dour  of  vifitatioun  fett  downe  in  this  AfTemblie.  And  in  cace  any  fault  or 
enormitie  be  found  be  them  in  any  of  the  faids  vifitatiouns  committit  to 
them,  with  power  to  cenfure  the  famein  according  to  the  a6l  of  the  Gene- 
rall AfTemblie  ;  and  as  they  proceid  in  thair  faid  vifitatioun,  that  they  re- 
port thair  haill  procelTe  and  diligence  to  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie  : 
Promitten  de  rato,  &c. 


Seffio  4)^-    12  Novcmbris. 

The  faid  day  it  being  confiderit  be  the  Affemblie,  that  for  inlake  of  ane 
conttant  and  vniforme  ordour  of  vifitatioun  of  Synods,  Prefbitries,  and  par- 
ticular kirks,  the  labours  and  travells  takin  hitherto  hes  bein  alraofl  vnpro- 
fitable  and  inelfe6tual  :  Therfor,  that  ane  folid  ordour  may  be  takin  and 
generallie  obfervit  in  vifitatiouns  in  all  tymes  comeing  throughout  the  haill 
kirks  within  this  realme,  the  Affemblie  ordaines  the  brethren  following,  viz. 
Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Patrick  Galloway,  James  Carmichaell,  William  Scott, 
Alexander  Lindfay,  to  advyfe  anent  the  fubie(Sl  of  vifitatiouns,  and  the 
forme  and  ordour  of  proceffe  that  falbe  vfit  in  the  lame  in  all  tyme  coming, 
and  to  produce  the  famein  in  wryte  to  the  Afl(3rablie  the  morne. 

The  quhilk  day  the  brethren  haveand  confidderit  the  great  travells  and 
paines  takin  be  thair  brother,  Mr  Johne  Howefone,  Miniller  at  Cambuflang, 
in  anfuering  to  Bellarmine  in  thric  fundrie  volumes,  and  how  profitable 
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the  fame  wilbe  to  the  Kirk  of  God,  quhilk  he  prefentit  to  the  AlFeiiiblie, 
defyreing  the  fame  to  be  reviht  be  them,  to  the  effeel,  if  they  be  found 
worthie,  they  may  be  put  foorth  in  print ;  they  appointit  the  faid  worke, 
firll,  to  be  rcvilit  be  Mrs  Robert  Howie,  James  Nicolfone,  and  James  Ro- 
bertfone  ;  therafter,  be  Mr  Andro  Melvill ;  and  laft,  be  Mrs  Robert  Pont 
and  Johne  Hall;  and  to  report  to  the  nixt  Affemblie:  quhilk  bookes  are 
prefentlie  delyverit  to  Mr  Robert  Howie. 

Anent  the  conftant  platt:  The  brethren  appointit  to  litt  thervpon  with  his 
Majellies  Commillioners  being-  demandit,  quhat  effe6l  thair  travails  had 
takin  in  the  fame,  they  producit  the  conclulioun  of  the  ComniiHioners  of  the 
faid  platt,  refolving  in  3  heids,  out  of  the  quhilk  ane  fould  be  chofen,  as 
the  moil  ready  way  for  effefiluating  the  faid  work  ;  quherof  the  tenour 
follow  is. 

Overtures  of  the  Comuiiffioners  of  the  Plat  to  be  advilit  with  his  Majeliie. 

If  everie  Miniftcrs  ilipends  being  afiignit  out  of  the  fruites  of  the  Kirk 
qiiher  he  ferves  be  the  benevolence  of  the  taklmcn,  that  they  fall  grant  to 
the  augmentatioun  of  the  faid  llipend. 

If  ther  falbe  ane  perpetuall  fecuritie  made  to  the  laid  taxmen  of  thair 
teinds,  vpon  a  fpeciall  greffome  to  be  condil'cendit  vpon  for  ilk  chalder,  for 
the  fpace  of  xix  geirs  ;  and  to  be  renewit  jeirlie  therafter,  for  the  faid  fpace, 
for  the  lyke  greiffome,  upon  this  conditioun,  that  the  faid  principal  tackf- 
nien  fall  grant  and  renew  the  lyke  fecuritie  to  thair  fubtakfmen,  for  pay- 
ment of  thair  part  of  the  faid  greiHome  pro  rato,  quher  any  fubtaks  are. 

Or  if  the  great  beneiices  falbe  provydit  to  Minifters  vpon  this  conditioun, 
that  all  the  kirks  of  the  Prelacies  be  plantit  with  fufScient  Paftoiu's,  and  be 
provydit  with  competent  livings,  as  the  modifiers  of  the  conftant  platt  fall 
think  expedient,  and  he  to  pay  the  Kings  Majeftie  geirlie  the  tent  part  of 
the  fruites  of  the  laids  benefices,  quhilk  fall  reft  by  and  attour  the  fuftenta- 
tioun  of  the  faids  Minifters ;  and  that  all  the  inferiour  benefices  ("albe  pro- 
vydit to  Minifters  ferving  the  cure  of  the  faids  kirks,  as  weill  Perfonages 
as  Viccarrages. 

Or  if  all  the  great  benefices  falbe  diiTolved,  and  the  Prelat  to  have  the 
principall  kirk  of  the  Prelacie  with  the  temporal  lands  therof ;  and  the  reft 
of  the  kirks  to  be  provydit  with  qualified  Minifters  ;  and    the  faid   Prelate 
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and  titulars  of  the  fiiids  kirks  to  pay  ane  geirlio  duetie  to  his  Majellie,  as 
the  benefice  may  beare  at  the  ficht  of  the  Comminioners  forfaids. 

Quhilk  overtures  beeand  red  in  the  (icht  of  the  AflTemblie,  it  was  ordainit, 
that  every  Synod  fould  have  a  copie  of  them,  to  be  advyfit  therwith  vntill 
the  raorne,  that  they  might  give  thair  advice  to  his  Majeftie,  quhilk  of  the 
thrie  were  raoft  meitt  to  be  inibraceit. 

Anent  the  referris  and  petitiouns  of  the  Synod  of  Fyfe  givin  in  to  this 
prelent  AiTemblie,  to  be  advyi'ed  vpon  be  the  famein  :  The  brethren  no- 
minats  Mrs  James  Melvill,  Johne  Cannichaell,  Robert  Durie,  William 
Scott,  Johne  Cowden,  Johne  Fairfull,  James  Nicolfone,  Andro  Lamb, 
Robert  Howie,  Patrick  Sharp,  George  Gladttanes,  and  Johne  Spottifwood, 
to  conveine  the  morne  at  aucht  houres,  and  advyfe  vpon  anfuers  for  fatis- 
fadtioun  of  the  faid  petitiouns,  and  to  report  the  (amen  to  the  Affemblie. 

The  Articles  of  the  Synod  of  FyfFe. 

1.  It  wald  be  meinit  be  the  Generall  AiTemblie,  that  the  Generall  Affeni- 
blies  are  not  ordinarlie  keipit,  notwithflanding  of  the  a6ts  of  Parliament 
and  Generall  Affemblie,  and  necellitie  of  the  tyme ;  hot  the  dyetts  therof 
altered  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Prefljitries  and  Synods. 

2.  That  Minifters  are  callit  befor  his  Hienes  Secreit  Counfell,  in  prima 
inftantia,  for  do£lrine  and  diicipline  ;  quhilk  is  a  great  incouragcment  to 
the  enemies. 

3.  That  all  applicatiouns  in  Exercifes  of  Prefbitries  is  found  fault  with, 
vnder  pretence  of  the  a6t  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  ;  the  quhilk  adl  ther- 
for  wald  be  iightit  and  cleirly  interpretit. 

4.  That  the  government  of  the  cheife  matters  of  the  Kirk  continues  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  number,  vnder  the  name  of  a  Comniiffioun,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  liberties  of  the  Synods  and  Prefbitries. 

5.  That  the  Doiftours  bearing  ordinar  calling  in  the  Kirk,  be  the  difci- 
pline  and  cuftome  therof,  are  debarrit  from  the  Affemblies, 

6.  That  the  Affemblie  hes  takin  no  tryall  hithertill,  anent  the  cautiouns 
fett  downe  for  avoiding  of  corruptioun  in  the  Commiffioners,  [voters]  in 
the  Parliament. 

7.  That  the  abfence  of  the  Paftours  of  Edinburgh,  [and  the]  alteratioun 
of  the  Miniftrie  therof,  quhilk  was  the  cheife  watch  tower  of  our  Kirk, 
hurts  greatlie  the  caule  of  religioun,  and  encourages  the  enemies. 
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8.  That  ther  is  diftradlioun  of  opiniouns  different  from  that  confent  of 
hearts,  quhilk  hes  bein  in  the  Kirk  befor,  in  vveg-htie  caufes  ;  and  over  lit- 
tle coniidevatioun,  deliberatioun,  and  reafoning  had,  quherby  conclufions 
pafle,  almoft  the  halfe  of  the  brethren  gainfaying. 

9.  That  the  land  is  defylit,  and  the  Kirk  endamnagit,  by  the  FrtMich 
AmbalTadours  mefs. 

10.  Excommunicat  perfons  for  Papiftrie  fufferit  to  haunt  the  countrey 
publicklie  and  peaceablie. 

11.  That  the  noblemen  latelie  relaxit  fra  excommunicatioun  for  Papif- 
trie, gives  no  tokin  of  the  profeffioun  of  the  trueth,  but  rather  the  contrair. 

12.  That  apprehendit  Papifts  direfiliouns  and  letters  are  keipit  dole  ; 
and  the  danger  imminent  therby  to  the  Kirk  not  communicat  to  the  watch- 
men, quherby  they  may  make  faithful!  warning,  and  prevent  the  perrill, 

13.  That  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  againft  murther,  inceft,  and  adul- 
terie,  is  not  pradlifed,  [nor  execute]  with  that  holie  feveritie  that  becomes  ; 
notwithftanding  of  the  frequent  remiffions  obteinit  be  criminall  perfons,  for 
efchewing  of  civill  punilliment. 

14.  That  the  remedies  fett  downe  aganis  apprehendit  dangers,  at  diverfe 
tymes,  and  at  diverfe  meltings  of  the  Kirk,  are  not  followed  foorth. 

Anent  the  a6l  made  of  befor  aganis  lick  perfons  as  abftaines  from  the 
holie  communioun,  either  for  Papiftrie,  or  for  the  colour  of  deadlie  feids  : 
The  Aflemblie  ordaines,  that  every  ane  of  the  Miniftrie  keip  this  ordour 
following  [within  his  kirk,]  to  wit,  That  he  warnelick  perfons,  be  the  fpace 
of  moneths  befor  the  communioun,  to  compeir  be  themfelves  for  the 

famein  ;  quhilk  beand  done,  and  they  diffobey,  that  every  Minifter  incon- 
tinent therafter  fend  the  names  of  the  diffobeyars  fubfcrivit  with  his  hand 
to  ane  of  his  Majefties  Minilters,  quha  fall  intimat  the  famein  to  his  Majef- 
tie  and  his  Hienes  Thefaurer,  to  the  effedl  that  his  Hienes  Thefaurer  may 
put  the  a6ls  made  aganis  non  communicants  to  executioun  aganis  them  ; 
and  that  everie  Prelbitrie  command  the  Minifters  within  thair  Prefbitrie  to 
be  diligent  in  the  execution  of  this  a6l. 

Becaufe  it  was  meinitbe  the  bretiiren,  that  the  fupplicatioun  made  in  the 
laft  Affemblie  to  his  Majeflie  anent  the  reftraining  of  the  libertie  of  noble- 
men and  gentlemens  fonnes,  that  paffes  foorth  of  the  countrey  to  fuch  places 
quher  ther  is  reftraint  of  the  true  religioun,  Therfor  his  Majeftie  declairit,  in 
prefence  of  the  haill  Affemblie,  that  he  wald  give  a  command  to  the  Secrei- 
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tar,  that  he  fould  fubfcryve  no  warrand  for  paffing-  of  noblemen  or  gentle- 
mens  fonnes  foorth  of  the  countrey,  except  they  firft  fand  cautioun  conforme 
to  the  tenour  of  the  a6t  made  in  the  laft  Affemblie,  anent  palling  of  gen- 
tlemens  fonnes  foorth  of  the  countrey. 

The  faid  day,  the  Kings  Majeftie  having  declairit  that  it  was  requilite 
that  his  Hienes  had  another  Minifter  adjoynit  to  his  houfe,  to  the  effefil  the 
Prince  might  be  brought  vp  in  the  true  religioun,  Therfor  the  Affemblie 
tranfports  Mr  James  Nicolfone  from  the  kirk  of  Mcgle,  and  appoints  him 
to  be  Minifter  at  the  Kings  houfe,  to  the  effe6l  forfaid  ;  and  ordaines  him 
to  entir  in  the  faid  fim6lion  betuixt  and  the  15  day  of  Februar  nixt  to 
come,  vnder  the  paine  of  deprivatioun,  provyding  he  be  firft  fufficientlie 
provydit  be  the  Kings  Majeftie  :  And  lykewayes  ordaines  Mr  Andro 
Lamb  to  entir  in  his  cure  [in  his  Majefljes  houfe,]  betuixt  and  the  firft  of 
Januar  nixt  to  come,  vnder  the  faid  paine. 

Anent  the  planting  of  the  kirks  of  Edinburgh  :  Johne  Robertfone  and 
George  Herriot,  Commiftioners  for  the  faid  towne,  being  callit,  declairit 
that  for  the  prelent  they  had  bot  thrie  kirka,  quhilks  alreadie  were  plantit 
with  fixe  Minifters  ;  and  quhen  as  thair  fourth  kirk,  quhilk  is  prefentlie 
bigging,  is  compleit,  they  wald  crave  fupplement  of  vther  twa  Minifters. 


Seffio  5^     13  Novembris. 

The  brethren  appointit  for  penning  the  forme  and  fubjedl  of  vifitatioun 
of  kirks,  gave  in  thair  advyce  as  followes  : 

The  vifitours  fall  appoint  twa  or  thrie  dayes  for  the  tryall  of  every  Pref- 
bitrie  within  the  bounds  of  thair  vifitatioun  ;  and  be  the  (pace  of  a  moneth, 
or  twentie  dayes  at  the  leaft,  befor  thair  edifts,  they  fall  make  the  Preft)i- 
trie  acquaint  therwith,  and  fend  them  the  edidl  following,  to  be  publifchit 
at  every  paroch  kirk  be  fome  vther  i  rother  then  the  Minifter,  that  it  may 
be  dewlie  execute,  reportit,  and  indorfit  to  the  viftours,  at  the  firft  dyett  of 
[thair]  meiting. 

[This  Edidl  was  never  formed.  C] 

Let  the  Edi6ls  be  fo  direftit  be  the  Prelbitries,  that  ane  equall  number 
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[fall  to]  be  tryit  in  every  ane  of  the  dayes  appointit  for  tryall  of  ilk  Prefbi- 
trie  ;  and  the  Coramiffioners  of  congregatiouns  to  be  chargit  to  tbair  awin 
dyetts  accordinglie. 

Try  the  eftate^  tirft,  of  every  Miniller  particularlie  ;  therafter  the  eftate 
of  the  congregatiouns  and  countrey  ;  and  laft  the  eftate  of  the  Prefbitrie  in 
generall. 

The  particular  tryall  of  Paftours. 

Try  ilk  Paftour  feverallie,  in  his  graces,  and  habilitie  to  difcharge  his 
calling;  in  his  furniture  of  bookes  and  neceffar  helps  that  may  inable  him 
in  his  calling  ;  with  quhat  fidelitie  and  prudence  he  difcharges  hiuifelfe  in 
do6trine  and  difcipline,  in  his  lyfe,  and  the  ellate  of  his  living. 

For  this  effefil,  inquyre  firft  of  the  Comraillioners  of  his  congregatioun, 
quhat  teftimonie  he  lies  of  his  awin  Seflioun  and  remanent  of  bis  flock  ;  and 
in  fpeciall  if  he  be  relident  in  his  parochin  vpon  his  uianfs  and  gleib  ;  if  his 
awin  lyfe  and  the  government  of  his  familie,  be  fuch  as  breids  no  offence, 
hot  edifies  his  flock  ;  if  he  teaches  every  Sabboth  once  or  twyfe,  and  if  he 
teaches  any  vther  dayes  in  the  week  ;  if  he  miniiters  the  communioun  geir- 
lie  with  due  examinatiouns  preceiding  ;  if  he  hes  ane  eftablifchit  Seffioun 
of  Elders  and  Deacons  ;  if  he  keips  a  weiklie  conventioun  with  his  SelTioun 
for  the  exercife  of  difcipline  ;  if  he  catechil'es  weiklie  a  part  of  his  parochin  ; 
if  he  keips  ane  ordinar  vifitatioun  of  fome  families  of  his  congregatioun 
weiklie  ;  if  he  vifites  the  leik  and  diilrell  quhen  occalioiin  requyres  ;  if  he 
be  carefull  to  take  away  all  eyelifts  and  variances  that  falls  out  in  the  con- 
gregatioun. 

Therafter,  if  neid  beis,  let  him  be  tryed  be  the  opening  vp  of  fome  place 
of  Scripture,  and  be  queftiouns  ;  let  it  be  inquyrit  of  him,  quhat  he]j)s  he 
hes  for  the  advancement  of  his  iludies  ;  if  he  hes  the  text  of  the  Scripture 
in  the  originall  languages,  in  cace  he  be  fein  in  the  tongues  ;  if  he  hes 
Tremellius  tranflatioun  of  the  Auld  Tellament,  and  Bezas  of  the  New, 
with  the  vulgar  Inglis  tranflatioun  ;  if  he  hes  the  Common  Places  ;  if  he 
hes  the  EccleCafticall  Hiflorie  ;  quhat  Commentaries  he  hes  vpon  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  fpeciallie  vpon  his  ordinar  text ;  if  he  hes  the  Adls  of  the  Coun- 
fell  of  [Trent ;]  and  quhat  vther  wryters  of  the  controverfies  of  religioun  ; 
and  if  he  vfes  the  conference  of  brethren  for  his  reformatioun  in  the  doubts 
that  he  finds  in  his  reiding,  and  of  quhom  ;  if  he  hes  ane  ordinary  courfe 


IG0<2.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  993 

of  reiding'  the  Scriptures,  Ecclefiafticall  Hiftories,  and  Controverfies  ;  if  he 
makes  any  memoriall  of  his  travells  in  wryte  ;  quhat  is  his  ordinary  text ; 
if  he  be  provydit  in  the  title  of  the  Perfonage  or  Viccarage,  and  if  he  hes 
fett  any  tacks  therof,  to  quhoni,  and  on  quhat  conditioun  ;  in  whofe  hands 
are  the  rents  of  his  kirk  ;  and  quhat  is  the  bell  overture  he  can  give  for 
provilioun  of  a  llipend  therat,  in  cace  it  be  not  alreadie  I'ufficientlie  provy- 
dit :  and  licht  the  SelTioun  Booke. 

The  brother  beand  removit,  let  the  Prefbitrie  be  inquyrit  ane  bo  ane, 
and  declare  vpon  their  confcience  quhat  they  know  anent  his  graces,  fideli- 
tie  in  do6lrine  and  difcipline,  and  anent  his  lyfe  and  converfatioun.  After 
the  quhilk  tryall,  let  him  be  judgeit,  and  either  allowit  or  admonifched  ;  or 
vtherwayes  cenfured,  as  the  caufe  requyres. 

The  tryall  of  the  Congregatiouns. 

Try  every  jNIinifter  particularlie,  if  ther  be  any  Jefuites,  Papifts,  Semi- 
narie  Priells,  traffiquers  againft  the  eftate  of  religioun  and  quyetnes  of  the 
countrey,  within  thair  congregatioun,  or  refettcrs  of  them  :  if  ther  be  any 
witches,  excommuuicats,  contraveincrs  of  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  ;  [if 
ther  be  any  fiiperllitious  dayes  keipit,  be  fetting  out  of  banefires,]  or  vther- 
wayes ;  if  ther  be  any  fuperllitious  places  of  pilgrimages,  wells,  and  chap- 
pells;  if  ther  be  any  non  communicants;  [if  ther  be  any]  homicides,  or 
deadlie  feids  ;  if  ther  be  any  adulterers,  or  inceftuous  perlbns ;  if  the  Sab- 
both  be  profaned  be  keiping  of  mercatts,  or  labouring,  fpeciallie  in  the 
tyme^of  harveft :  And  as  they  find  in  the  premilles,  to  take  ordour  for  re- 
formatioun  of  the  points  forfaids,  or  any  part  therof. 

Tryell  of  the  Prelbitries. 

Let  the  Moderatour  be  inquyred,  if  they  keip  thair  ordinar  conven- 
tiouns ;  if  they  have  thair  monethlie  difcourfe  vpon  the  commoun  heids 
and  difputations  ;  if  they  [have]  vifited  the  haill  kirks  within  thair  bounds 
fen  the  lafl  generall  viiitatioun  ;  if  they  take  ouklie  and  monethlie  account 
of  thair  brethrens  diligence  in  the  difcharge  of  thair  dutie,  by  catechifing 
and  vifiteing  of  thair  families  ;  and  licklyke,  if  ther  be  any  of  thair  number 
that   be   infolent,   and  will   not  acquiefce   in  the   determinatiouns   of  his 

6k 
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bretliren  ;   [if  ther  be  any  eyelid  or  tlivilioiui  aniang-  the  brethren  ;]  quhat 
vnphintit  kirks  are  in  thair  bounds. 

Quhilk  forme  the  Affemblie  thinks  good,  and  ratifies  and  approves  the 
famein  ;  and  ordaines  it  to  be  vniverlallie  obferved  in  all  tyme  coiueing',  in 
all  vifitatiouns  within  this  realme  :  and  ordaines  the  power  of  the  vifitonrs 
to  be  diredl  conforme  to  the  a6ls  of  the  Generall  Affemblie. 

The  laid  day,  the  brethren  appointit  to  vilite  the  petitiovins  of  the  Synodall 
of  Fyffe,  cundifcendit  vpon  the  anfuers  following. 

Anfuers  to  the  Petitiouns  of  the  Synodall  of  Fyfe. 

1.  Finds,  that  the  Generall  Affemblies  fould  be  appointit  and  keipit  ac- 
cording to  the  a6t  of  Parliament,  haldin  at  Edinburgh  the  5  of  Junij  1592 
geirs,  quherof  the  tenour  foUowes,  fu  farre  as  concerns  that  point  :  And 
iicklyke  ratifies  aud  approves  the  Generall  Affemblies  appointit  be  faid  kirk  ; 
and  declares  that  it  lalbe  lawfull  to  the  Kirk  and  Minillers,  everie  geir 
once  at  the  leaft,  or  oftener  pro  re  nata,  as  occafioun  and  neceflTitie  fall  re- 
quyre,  to  hald  and  keip  Generall  AITemblies  ;  provydand  that  the  Kings 
Majeflie,  or  his  Commillioners  with  them,  to  be  appointit  be  his  Hienes, 
being  prefent  at  ilk  Generall  AlFemblie  befor  the  dilTolving  therof,  nominat 
and  appoint  a  tyme  and  place,  quhcn  and  quher  the  nixt  Generall  Affem- 
blie fould  be  :  And  in  cace  neither  his  Majefiie  nor  his  faids  Commillion- 
ers beis  prefent  for  the  tyme,  in  that  towne  quher  the  Generall  AlFemblie 
beis  haldin  ;  then  and  in  that  cace  it  liilbe  leifum  to  the  faid  Generall 
Allemblie  be  thenifelves  to  nominat  and  appoint  tyme  and  place,  [quhen 
and]  quher  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  beis  keipit  and  haldin, 
as  they  have  bein  in  vfe  thir  tymes  by  pall. 

'2.  If  his  Majeflie  fall  proceid  againil  Minifters,  according  to  his  Majefiies 
awin  declaratioun  made  and  inafilit  in  the  Generall  Allemblie  haldin  at 
Dundie  [1597.]  Sellioun  10.  the  defyre  of  the  fecond  article  is  fatiffied,  and 
no  vther  thing  meanit  therby 

3.  Thinks  it  expedient,  that  the  a6l  anent  the  applicationn  in  the  Exer- 
cife  be  interpret  not  to  be  extendit  to  forbid  the  vfing  of  the  Word  of 
God  in  applicatioun  to  the  general  ends  therof,  quhilk  is  laufull  to  exercife 
after  this  manner  :  this  heid  of  do6lrine  ferves  for  the  refiitalioun  of  iiich 
ane  crrour,  for  the  rebuik  of  fuch  a  vyce,  for  conforting  of  fuch  a  perfon  in 
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fucU  a  cafe.  And  as  for  particular  and  perfonall  applicatioun,  leaves  it 
to  be  advj'Iit,  whether  it  falbe  in  tyrae  comeing-  or  not,  and  how  farre  ; 
and  thinks  it  good,  that  this  be  reafonit  in  the  Prelbitries  ;  and  then  [that] 
Commillioners  [be]  lent  with  thair  reafons  to  the  nixt  Affemblie  theranent ; 
and,  in  the  nieane  tjnie,  no  innovatioun  to  be  vfit  anent  perfonall  appli- 
catioun. 

4.  Let  all  conimilliouus  be  givin  and  vfed  from  this  [tyme]  foorth,  ac- 
cording- to  the  a6ls  of  the  Generall  Airemblie. 

5.  Finds,  that  Do6lours  hes  had,  and  may  have,  vote  in  the  Generall 
AH'emblie,  they  haveand  a  laufull  commilTioun  for  that  effeft,  according  as 
it  hes  bein  found  be  the  General  Affemblie  haldin  at  Edinburgh  the  10  of 
May  [1586,]  and  at  1581,  quher  it  is  found  and  declarit  be 
the  a6l  of  the  Generall  AITemblie,  that  Do<Stours  fould  concurre  with  the 
Elders  as  brethren  in  all  Affemblies. 

6.  Let  the  caveats  be  looked  to,  and  preceiflie  keipit  in  tyme  comeing, 
vnder  the  paines  conteinit  in  the  a6ts  made  theranent. 

7.  Anfuerit  in  the  Affemblie. 

8.  [Nothing  to  be  done  and  concluded  in  Affemblies,  except  it  be  fuf- 
ficiently  reafoned  and  deliberated.  C] 

9.  Acquiefes  in  the  declaratioun  of  the  brethren  that  hes  fpokin  to  his 
Majellie  theranent;  and  defyres  Mr  Walter  Balcanqnell  to  fliew  the  lame 
to  the  Affemblie,  and  how  the  Prefbitrie  of  Edinburgh  is  fatiffied  in  this 
point. 

10.  Let  thair  names  be  given  vp,  that  his  Majeflie  may  take  ordour  with 
them  according  to  the  lawis  ;  and  in  fpeciall  with  Captaine  Halkerfloun, 
Patrick  Butter,  Mr  Alexander  Leflie,  Duncane  Law,  Thomas  Browne, 
William  Leflie  of  Concraig,  and  Patrick  JMortimer. 

11.  Anfuerit  in  the  Affemblie. 

12.  To  acquielce  in  his  Majellies  declaratioun  beiranent,  and  [to]  re- 
queift  his  Majeflie,  that  the  Preflbitries  be  acquaint  heirafter,  in  fuch  cafe 
quher  it  falbe  neidfuU. 

13.  Quher  ther  is  negligence  in  this  point,  let  it  be  amendit  heirafter, 
according  to  the  a6is  of  the  AHemblie. 

14.  Let  farther  diligence  be  vfit,  quher  negligence  hes  bein. 

Quhiflis  anfuers  the  Affemblie  allowes  of,  and  ordaines  the  liimein  to  be 
infert  in  the  Books  of  the  Affemblie. 
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The  quliilk  day,  the  Generall  Affeniblie  haveand  atlvyfedlie  conlidderit 
the  necellitie  of  appointing' Comminioners  from  this  prefent  Affeniblie,  not 
only  to  awaite  vpon  fuch  affaires  as  falbe  for  the  weill  and  vtilitie  of  the 
Kirk  [of  God,]  bot  alfo  to  give  advyfe  to  his  Majeflie  anent  the  balding- 
fnrth  [of  the  enemies]  of  the  fame,  quhen  they  falbe  reqiiyrit  be  his  Majef- 
tie  therto  :  Therfor  the  brethren  conveinit  in  this  prefent  Affemblie  hes 
givin  and  grantit,  lyke  as  they,  be  the  tenour  heirof,  gives  and  grants  thair 
full  power  and  commiffioun  to  the  brethren  vnderwrytin,  viz.  Mrs  Robert 
Pont,  David  Lindfay,  George  Glaidllanes,  David  Hoome,  Johne  Clapper- 
toiin,  Johne  Knox,  Johne  Spottifwood,  Alexander  LindAxy,  Robert  Howie, 
Johne  Hall,  Johne  Caldcleugh,  Johne  Strauchan,  Andro  Knox,  Gawin 
Hamiltoun,  James  Law,  Andro  Boyd,  Alexander  Dowglas,  Alexander 
Forbes,  Andro  Leich,  Robert  WilUie,  Patrick  Sharp,  Peter  Blackburne, 
Patrick  Simfone,  with  the  Kings  Minillers,  or  any  nyne  of  them  ;  Giveand, 
grantand,  and  committand  to  them  thair  full  power  to  plant  fuch  kirks  in 
Burrowrtounes  as  [is]  or  falbe  deftitute  of  Paffours  : 

Attour,  If  it  fall  happin  the  Kings  Majellie  to  be  greivit  at  any  of  the 
Minillers  for  quhatlumevir  enormitie  committit  be  them  againfthis  Hienes, 
with  power  to  them,  or  any  nyne  of  them,  as  faid  is,  to  try  and  cognofce 
thervnon,  and  to  take  fuch  ordour  theranent  as  they  fall  think  raeitt  to  the 
glorie  of  God  and  weill  of  his  Kirk. 

And  finallie.  With  power  to  them  to  prefent  the  greives  and  petitiouns 
of  this  preient  Affemblie  to  his  Majeliie  and  Secreit  Counfell,  and  generall 
Conventioun  of  Ellates  and  Parliament,  if  any  fall  happin  to  be  ;  and  to 
crave  redreffe  of  the  famein  :     Promittcn  de  rato. 

The  laid  day,  the  Affemblie,  confidering  that  the  conventiouns  of  the 
peiple,  efpccialiie  on  the  Sabboth  day,  are  verie  rare  in  many  places,  efpe- 
ciallie  be  di(tra6lioun  of  labour,  not  only  in  harveft  and  ieid  tyme,  bot 
alfo  every  Sabboth,  be  fifching  both  of  whyt  fifch  and  falmond  fifching,  and 
of  ganging  of  mylnes,  [the  Affembly  difchargeth,  and  inhibiteth  all  llich 
labour  of  fiffiing,  as  well  white  (ifli  as  lalmon  filb,  and  going  of  mylnes,] 
of  all  forts  vpon  the  Sabboth  day,  vnder  the  paine  of  incurreing  the  cen- 
fures  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  ordaines  the  Commiffioners  of  this  prefent  Affemblie 
to  meane  the  famein  to  his  Majeftie,  and  to  defyre  that  ane  pecuniall  paine 
might  be  injoynit  vpon  the  contraveiners  of  this  prefent  a6l. 
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Anent  the  overtures  g-ivin  in  be  the  Comminioners  of  the  conftant  plat, 
with  the  quhilk  the  brethren  were  ordainit  to  be  advylit:  After  mature 
deliberatioun  and  votein^-,  the  Aliemblie  thinks  the  fecond  overture  nioft 
expedient  to  be  acceptit,  bearing-  the  provifioun  of  Minillers  to  all  Prelacies, 
with  the  conditioiins  therin  conteinit,  as  is  above  expreft. 

Anent  the  phmting  of  the  kirks  within  the  bounds  of  Annandaill,  quhilk 
hes  bein  defolat  continuallie,  fen  the  refonuatioun  of  the  religioun  within 
this  countrey :  After  that  the  Kings  Majeftie  had  made  declaratioun  of  bis 
godlie  intent  theraneht,  how  that  his  Majeflie  was  myndit  to  caufe  the 
barrones  and  gentlemen  of  Annandaill,  at  their  compeiring  befor  his  Hienes, 
quhilk  wilbeihortlie,  find  fufficient  catioun  and  fovertie  for  provifioun  of  rea- 
fonable  and  competent  livings  to  every  ane  of  the  kirks  within  the  bounds 
of  Annandaill ;  and  therfor  delyreand  that  ane  number  of  qualified  men  may 
be  provydit  for  to  enter  in  the  Miniflrie  at  the  kirks  within  the  iaids  bounds  : 
The  Aliemblie  ordaines  every  ane  of  the  Commidioners  prefent  to  give 
vp  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  quho  are  vacand  within  thair  Prelbitries,  and 
willing  to  entir  in  the  Minillrie,  to  the  effe6l  they  may  be  exhortit  and 
earneftlie  dealt  with  be  the  Commidioners  of  the  Generall  AfTemblie,  quho 
fall  plant  them  in  places  they  think  moil  meit,  for  to  accept  vpon  them  the 
cure  of  the  faids  kirks,  how  foone  fufficient  provifioun  may  be  found  out 
for  them,  and  I'ecuritie  for  thcmfelves  :  And  in  cace  that  after  all  the  dif- 
cretioun  [be]  vfit  with  them,  they  then  refufe  to  accept  the  Aiids  callino-s 
vpi)n  them,  the  AlFemblie  declares  that  they  llilbe  countit  vncapable  of  the 
function  of  the  Minillrie,  ay  and  quhill  they  meine  themfelves  to  the  faid 
Commilfioners,  whofe  calling  and  dire6lioun  they  refufed,  and  be  content 
to  be  employed  in  any  part  they  [fall]  think  expedient ;  and  if  they  be 
already  afiluall  Minifters,  and  craves  tranfportatioun,  if  they  refufe  to  be 
tranfportit  to  any  of  the  faids  vackand  kirks,  the  Airemblie  finds,  that  the 
libertie  of  tranfportatioun  falbe  denyed  to  them,  fo  that  they  fall  remaine 
at  the  fuids  kirks,  fra  the  quhilk  they  craveit  to  be  tranfportit. 
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The  names  of  fiich  as  are  vacand. 

Brechin. 

Mr  Hendrie  Fullertoun.  Mr  Dowgall  Campbell. 

Mr  Thomas  Hog-ge. 

Aberbrothock. 

Mr  Thomas  Glover. 

DUNDIE. 

Mr  David  Lindfay.     ,  Mr  John  Scrymgeour. 

Sanct  Androes. 

Mr  William  Wedderburne.  Mr  Daniel  Wilkie. 

Mr  Peter  Bruce.  Mr  David  Kynneir. 

Perth. 

Mr  Thomas  Ros.  Mr  Alexander  Balnevis. 

Mr  James  Ros.  Mr  Patrick  M'Greigour. 

Mers. 

Mr  Johne  Spotifwood.  Mr  William  Struther. 

Mr  Johne  Gibfone. 

Irving. 

Mr  Robert  Boyd.  Mr  Malcolnie  Hamiltoun. 

Mr  James  Montgomerie.  Mr  Robert  Frenfch. 

.  Lanerick. 

Mr  George  Cliddifdaill.  Mr  David  Lindfay. 

Mr  David  Roger. 
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A6la  Sedione  G*-     Novembris  1602. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  Alexander  Stewart  of  Gairlies,  Pro- 
veil  of  Dnnifreis,  in  name  and  behalfe  of  the  Counfell  and  communtie  of 
the  faid  towne,  makand  mentioun,  that  quher  be  the  tranfportatioun  of 
Mr  Hew  Fullertoun,  fome  tyme  Minifter  at  thair  kirk,  the  ellate  of  thair 
congregatioim  is  altogether  defolate  in  lick  fort,  that  for  inlake  of  a  Paftor 
quho  fould  attend  vpon  the  flock,  and  to  care  the  weill  of  thair  foules,  they 
are  not  only  depryvit  of  the  fpirituall  food  and  confort  of  the  Word,  but 
alfo  thair  towne  is  become  a  receipt  of  excommunicat  Papills  and  Jefuites ; 
defyreand  therfor  the  Ailemblie  to  conlidder  thair  milerable  eftate,  and  to 
provyde  fome  qualified  man  to  be  thair  Paftour  ;  and  in  fpeciall,  ane  of 
the  leits  given  in  be  them,  viz.  [Mrs  David  Barclay,]  William  Airthur, 
Alexander  Scrymgeour,  William  Watfone,  Hew  FuUartoun  ;  promifing 
that  [not]  only  that  they  wold  be  reverent  hearers  of  the  Word,  but  alfo 
[that]  they  wold  concurre  with  him  and  alTift  him  that  falbe  nominat  to  be 
thair  Paftour,  in  the  executioun  of  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  to  the  vttermoft 
of  thair  power  j  as  at  raair  lenth  is  conteinit  in  thair  fupplicatioun  :  The 
Aflemblie,  after  voting,  lies  chofin  Mr  William  Airthur  to  be  Minifter  at 
Dumfreis,  quham  they  ordaiue  and  appoint  to  be  Miniiler  at  the  faid  kirk, 
after  incalling  on  the  name  of  God. 

The  faid  day  it  was  thoght  good  be  the  brethren,  to  be  meanit,  that 
notwithftanding  his  Majellies  good  niynd  and  intentioun  to  have  all  the 
kirks  within  this  realme  fufficientlie  plantit  with  Minillers  with  competent 
livings  appointit  for  them  ;  and  albeit  it  was  provydit  be  the  a6t  of  Februar, 
and  approvit  in  Parliament,  that  all  the  thrids  of  benefices  fould  be  applyed 
to  the  vfe  of  the  Miniftrie  ay  and  quhill  the  kirks  were  plantit,  and  that 
penfiouns  givin  [in  prejudice]  therof  fould  be  null  ;  get  be  importune 
futeing,  ane  great  part  of  the  {"aids  thrids  are  difponit  in  penliouns,  to  the 
great  hindcrance  not  only  of  the  prefent  provifioun  of  Minillers,  but  alfo 
of  the  conilant  platt,  quhilk  his  Majeftie  intends  :  Defyreing  therfor  that 
his  Majeftie  were  informit  therof,  and  take  luch  ordour,  that  the  faids  dif- 
pofitions  made  in  contrair  the  faid  a6l  of  Februar  Ibuld  be  retreatit,  and 
that  command  be  givin  to  the  modifiers  of  the  platt  of  this  inftant  goir,  to 
afligne  out  of  the  faids  penliouns  for  planting  of  kirks,  notwithftanding  of 
faids  difpolitiouns  :  The  quhilk  his  Majellie  moll  willinglie  grantit,  and 
promift  to  ftay  all  further  gifts  in  any  tyme  comoing. 
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Item,  The  Afiemblie  tliocht  expedient  to  adjoyne  and  nominat  vtliers 
out  of  the  number  of  the  brethren  to  be  adjoynit  to  thefe,  qnhilk  were  nomi- 
nat be  ComnjiflTioners  of  Provinces  conveinit  at  Halierudehous,  the  15  of 
OiSlobcr  1600  geirs,  out  of  the  quhilk  number  his  [Majeflie]  fould  make 
choife  of  fuch  as  he  fould  prefent  to  the  benefices  vacand.  The  names  of 
them  all  are,  as  foUowes,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Robert  Howie,  James  Nicol- 
fone,  Alexander  Scrymgeour,  Johne  Forbes,  Gawin  Hamiltoini,  George 
Monro,  James  Robertfone,  Johne  Howifone,  James  Melvill,  Andro  Knox, 
Patrik  Galloway,  Alexander  Dowglas,  Alexander  Lindfay,  Robert  Wilkie, 
Johne  Spottifwood,  VViiliani  Malcolme,  Alexander  Forbes,  Johne  Knox, 
Andro  Lamb,  Johne  Clappertoun,  George  Grahame,  Robert  Bruce,  John 
Carraichell,  Patrick  Lindfay. 

Anent  the  requeift  made  be  the  Moderatour,  in  name  of  the  liaill  Affeni- 
blie,  to  his  Majellie,  in  favours  of  Mr  Robert  Bruce  :  His  Majefiie  de- 
clairit  that  he  wald  doe  in  that  matter  be  the  advyce  of  the  Commiirioners 
of  the  Generall  AlTemblie,  and  [as]  Mr  Robert  be  his  awin  behaviour  fould 
give  him  occalioun.  And  becaufe  Mr  Robert  Bruce  had  be  his  midive 
direft  to  his  Majellie  befor  his  departure  aff  the  countrey,  as  alio  be  the 
ratificatioun  and  farther  examinatioun  and  explanatioun  thcrof,  in  wryte 
[at  San6l  Johnftoun]  the  26  of  Junij  1602,  declarit  his  refolutioun  of  his 
Majeflies  iunocencie,  and  guiltines  of  the  Erie  of  Gowrie  and  his  brother, 
and  proraifed  to  divert  the  peiple  fo  farre  as  in  him  lay,  from  their  leud 
opiniouns  and  vncharitable  conHruftiouns  anent  his  Majeilies  aftiouns, 
namelie,  in  this  turne  :  Therfor,  his  Majellie  defyrit  the  determinatioun  of 
the  Affemblie,  Whither  if  the  faid  Mr  Robert  fould  lykewayes  make  the 
fame  declaratioun  in  pulpitt,  according  as  it  is  at  length  lett  doune  in  the  faid 
milTive  and  explanatioun  therof,  at  Perth,  quherof  the  tenour  foUowes. 

Plcis  gour  Majellie  :  Hearing  that  gour  Majellie  was  nothing  relentit 
of  the  former  wrath  againft  me,  and  being  now  vpon  the  point  to  lliew  my 
obedience  to  your  Majeilies  lall  charge,  I  could  not  omitt  this  as  my  lall 
duetie,  to  intreat  gour  Hienes  clemencie,  and  to  mitigate  the  extremitie  of 
this  intendit  wrath.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  that  fpeich,  That  the  wrath  of 
the  Prince  is  the  meffinger  of  death  ;  fo  that  I  crave,  that  the  Lord  for 
Chrylls  fake  may  adde  his  bleffing,  and  worke  effecluailie  in  your  Grace, 
as  he  fall  lie  expedient  for  his  awin  glorie,  and  gour  Majeilies  perpetuall 
prefervatioun. 
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Then  to  be  fliort  :  To  fliew  my  conformitie  with  the  reft  of  my  breth- 
ren of  the  Miniftrie,  as  at  all  tymes,  fo  now  efpeciallie,  to  iliew  my  reve- 
rence to  gour  Majeftie,  and  to  cleir  my  fufpedl  afFe6liouns  heirin,  I  offer 
to  give  to  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefiis  Chryft,  in  him,  and  through  him, 
moft  heartlie  thanks  for  all  gour  Majefties  delyveries  from  gour  cradle  to 
this  prefent  houre  ;  but  namelie,  for  that  delyverie  quhilk  he  gave  to  gour 
Majeftie,  [at  San6l  Johnftoun,]  on  Tuefday  the  5  of  Auguft,  farre  above 
all  our  deferts,  and  gour  Majefties  expe6latioun. 

I  offer  alfo  to  ftirre  vp  the  peiple  to  that  [fame]  duetie,  and  alio  to  di- 
vert the  peiple  fo  farre  as  lyes  in  me,  from  thair  lewd  opiniouns,  and  vn- 
charitable  conftrudliouns  of  gour  Majefties  adliouns,  namelie  in  this  turne. 

Finallie,  Ther  is  no  duetie  that  gour  Majeftie  can  crave  of  me,  without 
the  [manifeft]  offence  of  God,  and  hurt  of  my  awin  confcience,  but  I  will 
doe  it  with  als  good  a  heart  as  ever  I  did  [any]  thing  in  this  earth  ;  that 
if  by  any  meanes  I  might  teftifie  my  good  affedlioun  to  gour  Majeftie  my 
Soveraigne,  and  to  enjoy  my  naturall  aire,  and  fuch  vther  comforts  as  the 
Lord  hes  given  me  vnder  gour  Majefties  reigne,  quhilk  I  moft  humblie 
crave  of  gour  Majeftie  ;  befeikand  the  Lord  to  move  gour  heart  heirvnto 
for  Chryfts  fake.  So  waiting  of  gour  Hienes  anfuer  in  all  humilitie,  I 
take  my  leave.  Sic  iubfcribitur, 

Mr  ROBERT  BRUCE. 
[And  upon  the  back  therof.   At  Perth  the  25  of  June  1600.  C] 

Farther,  Concerning  the  heids  within  conteinit,  I  am  refolvit  [of]  his 
Majefties  innocencie,  and  the  guiltines  of  the  Erie  of  Gowrie  and  his 
brother,  according  as  it  is  declairit  be  the  a6l  of  Parliament ;  and  therfor 
acknowledges  the  great  mercie  of  God  towards  his  Majeftie,  haill  Kirk, 
and  countrey,  in  his  Majefties  delyverance  ;  for  the  quhilk  I  thank  God 
from  my  heart.  Sic  fubfcribitur, 

Mr  ROBERT  BRUCE. 

The  quhilk  the  haill  Affemblie,  after  votting,  thocht  not  only  reafon- 
able,  bot  alfo  concludes,  that  the  faid  Mr  Robert  aucht  to  doe  the  fame. 

Anent  the  lupplicatioun  givin  in  be  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Minifter  at  San6l 
Cuthberts  Kirk,  defyreand,  in  refpe6b  of  his  great  age,  and  long  travells 
takin  in  the  Kirk   of  God,  and  continuall  feiknes  quhilk  followeth  age, 

6l 
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that  he  might  be  releivit  from  the  ordinarie  burdeiii  of  the  teaching,  vpon 
conditioun  that  he  fall  fubllitute  aiie  in  his  place  quhen  through  infirmitie 
he  fall  not  be  able  to  teach  himfelfe  :  The  Affemblie  thinks  his  fute  reafon- 
able,  and  therfor  condifcendit  to  the  fame. 

Item,  Becaufe  his  Majellie  declarit,  that  he  was  informit  that  fundrie  of 
the  Miniftrie  negledlit  that  part  of  thair  duetie  towards  his  Majeftie  in  not 
giving  thanks  to  God  for  the  wonderfuU  delyverie  of  his  Majeftie  from  the 
treafonabill  attempt  [at  Sanfil  Johnfton]  of  Johne  fometyme  Erie  of  Gow- 
rie,  and  his  brother,  vpon  every  fyft  day  of  Auguit :  Therfor  the  Affem- 
blie ftatutes  and  ordaines,  that  in  all  burrowllounes  within  this  realme  ther 
be  ordinar  preaching  and  teaching  every  Tuefday,  in  the  remembrance  of 
the  delyverie  of  his  Majeftie  that  day  of  the  weik  ;  and  that  every  fyft  day 
of  Auguft  ther  be  preaching  in  every  kirk  within  this  realme,  to  burgh  and 
to  land,  thankand  God  of  his  Majefties  delyverance  that  day  of  the 
moneth. 

And  becaufe  the  peiple  in  landwart  parochines  cannot  be  fo  eaiilie  con- 
veinit  as  in  burrowftounes,  therfor,  and  for  [their]  better  conveining,  it  is 
ordainit,  that  everie  Minifter  at  everie  landwart  kirk  fall,  vpon  the  Sonday 
preceiding  the  fyft  day  of  Auguft,  make  intimatioun  to  his  parochiners, 
that  they  conveine  the  faid  day  in  the  kirk  with  him,  to  thank  God  for  his 
Majefties  delyverance. 

And  to  the  effe6l  that  all  ryotoufnes,  drunkennes,  and  vther  filthie  ex- 
ercifes,  may  be  reftrainit,  his  Majeftie  promifed  to  caufe  all  infolencie  in 
behaviour  to  be  difchargit  and  forbidden  every  geir  be  [open]  proclama- 
tioun,  and  Magiftrats  to  take  ordour  with  the  contraveiners  therof. 

Item,  The  Affemblie  ordaines,  that  no  marriages  be  celebrate  airlie  in 
the  morning,  or  with  candle  light ;  and  finds  lykewayes,  that  it  is  leifum  to 
celebrate  the  faid  band  of  mariage  vpon  the  Sabboth  day,  or  any  vther 
preaching  day,  as  the  parties  fall  requyre  and  think  expedient ;  and  or- 
daines the  fame  to  be  indifferentlie  done ;  and  that  no  ryotoufnes  be  vfed 
at  the  fame  vpon  the  Sabboth  day. 

Item,  It  is  ftatute,  that  the  facrament  of  baptifme  be  not  refufed  to  any 
infants,  if  the  parent  crave  the  fame,  he  giveand  a  Chriftian  confeftioun  of 
his  faith,  vpon  any  vther  particular  pretence  ;  and  fpecially,  that  baptifme 
be  not  delayit  to  certaine  particular  dayis. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  Mr  Edward  Bruce,  Commendatour, 
Abbot  of  Kinlofs,   makand  mentioiin,  that  quher  he  haveand  ane  tack   and 
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afledatioun  of  the  Kirk  of  Tarbet,  fett  be  Mr  Johne  Monro,  and  Mr  David 
Lindfaj,  Bifchop  of  Ros,  the  geirlie  duetie  quherof,  albeit  it  extends  only  to 
the  fowme  of  twa.  hundreth  pounds,  nevertheles  [he,]  for  the  better  intcr- 
tainment  of  the  faid  Mr  Johne,  a6luall  Minilter  at  the  faid  kirk,  hes  con- 
difcendit  to  convert  the  faid  fowme  of  twa  hundreth  pounds  in  ten  (twa  ?) 
chalder  of  beir  as  for  ane  conilant  ftipend  to  the  faid  Mr  Johne  and  his 
fucceffours,  Minifters  at  the  faid  kirk  of  Tarbet,  vpon  conditioun  that  the 
Minifters  of  the  Prelbitrie  of  Ros,  quhilk  are  of  the  Chapter  of  the  faid 
Bifchoprick,  wald  ratifie  and  approve  this  tack  of  the  faid  kirk,  quhilk  they 
wald  willinglie  doe,  provyding  the  Affeinblies  [conl'ent]  were  obtainit  therto, 
as  at  niair  lenth  is  conteinit  in  the  faid  fupplicatioun  :  The  Generall  Af- 
I'emblie  ratifies  and  approves  the  faids  tack  and  afledatioun,  fett  to  the  faid 
Commendatour,  of  the  teinds  of  the  faid  Kirk  of  Tarbet,  as  weill  be  the  faid 
Mr  Johne  Monro  as  be  the  faid  Mr  David  Lindfay  ;  and  ordaines  the 
brethren  of  the  Prefbitrie  of  Ros,  quho  are  members  of  the  faid  Chapter,  to 
confent  to  the  fame  be  thair  fiibfcriptiouns  ;  becaufe  they  vnderlland  the 
laid  kirk  to  be  fuflficientlie  plantit  be  the  nioyen  forfaid. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  Mr  Patrick  Carmichaell,  Miniiler  at 
Aberdoure,  makand  mentioun,  that  quher  the  Affemblie  haldin  at  Mon- 
trois  in  Marche  iGOOgeirs,  it  was  concludit,  that  Mr  William  Patoun  fould 
ferve  the  cure  of  both  the  kirks  of  Aberdoure  and  Dalgatie,  and  for  his  ier- 
vice  fanld  uplift  the  auld  flipend  of  both  the  faids  kirks,  ay  and  quhill  fuf- 
ficient  provifioun  were  made  for  planting  of  both  the  laids  kirks ;  and  true 
it  is  that  the  faid  complainer  is  now  plantit  Minifter  at  Aberdoure  ;  de- 
fyreand,  therfor,  to  caufe  the  halfe  of  the  faid  ftipend  to  be  dimittit  to  him 
be  the  faid  Mr  William,  in  refpe6l  of  his  fervice  at  one  of  the  faids  kirks  : 
The  Affemblie  finds  [and  decerns]  the  haill  ftipend  contravertit  to  apper- 
taine  to  Mr  William  Patoun,  Minifter  at  Dalgatie,  conforme  to  his  alligna- 
tioun  of  the  crope  and  geir  of  God  iGOl  geirs,  except  the  Viccarrage  of 
Aberdoure,  quhilk  they  adjudgeit  to  pertaine  to  the  laid  Minifter  at  Aber- 
doure. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  the  north  Paroch  of  Leith,  makand 
mentioun,  that  quher  the  Prefljitrie  of  Edinburgh  hes  ere6lit  the  faid  north 
Paroch  of  Leith  in  ane  parochiu,  quhilk  is  alfo  approvin  be  the  Synodall  of 
Lawthiane  ;  defyreand,  therfor,  the  ratificatioun  of  the  Generall  AITemblie 
vnto  the  fame  :  The  Affemblie  ratifies  and  approves  the  eredlioun  forlaid 
in  all  points. 
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Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ferrie  of 
Scottifcraig-,  Garpat,  Shamvall  and  Muirtaine,  makand  mentioun,  That 
they  being  a  great  multitude,  and  farre  dillant  from  thair  paroch  kirk  of 
Leuchars,  they,  with  commoun  confent  of  the  haill  parochiners,  Prelbitrie 
of  San6t  Androes,  and  Synod  of  Fyife,  hath  eredlit  ane  paroch  kirk  in  the 
faid  Ferrie,  and  almoft  compleitit  the  fame,  for  the  commoditie  and  vfe  of 
the  peiple  moft  adjacent  therto  ;  del'yreand,  therfor,  the  Afferablies  autho- 
ritie  to  be  interponit  therto,  and  to  give  power  to  the  Prefbitrie  to  annexe 
fick  villages  as  are  moft  adjacent  to  the  faid  paroch  kirk  :  The  AflTemblie 
ratifies  the  ere6lioun  forfaid,  and  gives  power  to  the  faid  Prelbitrie  to  the 
effe6l  above  wrytin. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  ane  Noble  Lord,  Alexander  Erie  of 
Lynlithgow,  makand  mentioun.  That  quher  it  lies  plealit  the  brethren  of 
the  laft  AlTemblie  to  relaxe  Dame  Helenor  Hay,  his  fpoufe,  from  the  feii- 
tence  of  excommunicatioun,  and  to  injoyne  certaine  particular  conditiouns 
to  be  obferved  be  her,  quhilks  conditiouns,  albeit  Ihe,  of  the  ftubbornes  of 
her  heart,  wald  no  wayes  condifcend  to  obey,  to  his  great  greife  and  for- 
row  ;  nevertheles,  the  brethren  fould  have  confideratioun  of  his  hard  eftate, 
quho  cannot,  be  no  law,  feparate  himfelfe  from  her,  notwithftanding  that 
fho  refufes  to  heare  and  obey  the  wholefome  voyce  of  the  Kirk,  calling  her 
to  grace  in  Jefus  Chryft ;  and  the  rather  becaufe  he  himfelfe,  as  he  hes 
continuallie  and  conftantlie  profeft  the  trueth  and  religioun  prefentlie  pro- 
feft  within  this  realme,  fo  he  hes  vfed  all  meanes  poffible  for  bringing  his 
fpoufe  to  the  true  knowledge  of  the  fame  ;  lykeas  alfo  he  is  readie  to  doe 
quhat  lyes  in  his  power,  be  all  good  meanes,  to  draw  her  to  the  trueth  ; 
defyrand,  therfor,  ihe  Aflemblie  to  pitie  his  daylie  griefe,  and  fliew  him 
fome  favour  in  the  niitigatioun  of  her  punilliment,  and  ftaying  of  the  cen- 
fure  of  excommunicatioun  aganis  her,  that  he  be  not  compellit  to  remaine 
in  focietie  with  her  that  falbe  cult  off  from  the  focietie  of  the  Kirk  :  The 
Allemblie  having  conlidderit  the  fupplicatioun,  continues  the  pronouncing 
of  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  againft  her  vnto  the  nixt  Generall 
Airemblie,  provydeing  that  the  Kings  Majeftie  remove  his  Hienes  daughter 
out  of  her  companie  ;  and  lykewayes  that  his  Lordlliips  bairnes  be  catechilit 
in  the  trueth  ;  and  lykewayes  that  his  Majeftie  give  command  to  him  to 
debarre  all  Papifts  from  his  houfe  ;  and  that,  in  the  meanetyme,  his  Lord- 
fliip  caufe  deale  with  his  laid  fpous,  to  fie  if  by  any  meanes  flio  may  be 
drawin  to  the  acknowledging  of  the  trueth. 
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Sefllo  Vltima,  16  Novembris  1602. 

Anent  the  liipplicatioun  givin  in  be  the  brethren  of  the  Synod  of  Glaf- 
gow,  makand  mentioun,  That  quher  albeit  fundrie  tymes,  be  their  afilis, 
they  had  difcharged  Mr  George  Simple  to  have  any  meddling  with  the 
Miniftrie  of  the  Kirk  of  Killellane,  for  the  caul'es  and  coniideratiouns 
knowin  to  them,  and  fpeciallie  for  a  great  miflyking  that  fpecialls  of  the 
paroch  had  of  him  ;  nevertheles  he  had  not  only  infiftit  in  futeing  of  the 
faid  kirk,  but  alfo  he  had  obteinit,  be  privie  moyen,  the  confent  of  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  therto,  for  planting  of  him  at  the 
faid  kirk,  the  faids  brethren  not  being  heard,  nor  thair  reafons  in  the  con- 
trair  difcuffed ;  defyreing,  therfor,  that  thair  reafons  may  be  heard,  and, 
after  de\r  tryall,  that  the  Affemblie  wald  give  thair  finall  fentence  in  the 
faid  matter,  quhilk  they  wald  obey  : 

The  Affemblie,  after  due  tryall,  abfolves  the  faid  Mr  George  from  all 
evill  crynies  and  eylifts  quhilk  were  laid  to  his  charge,  either  be  the  breth- 
ren of  the  faid  province,  or  be  the  parochiners  of  Killellane,  and  gives  him, 
be  thir  prefentis,  a  teilimonie  of  his  honeft  behaviour  ;  bot  in  refpect  that 
he  was  nevir  plantit  fullie  Miniiter  at  the  faid  kirk,  and  of  the  great  mif- 
lyking that  is  betuixt  him  and  fundrie  of  the  faids  parochiners  of  Killellane, 
as  faid  is,  they  think  it  not  good  that  he  be  plantit  Miniller  at  the  faid  kirk  ; 
and,  therfor,  ordaines  him  to  deiifl  therfra,  and  to  dimitt  the  prefentatioun 
made  to  him  of  the  benefice  therof,  in  favours  of  Mr  Johne  Cunighame, 
quiiom  the  Prefbitrie  lies  thoght  good  to  be  Minifter  therat,  vpon  condi- 
tioun  that  the  faid  Mr  George  be  firft  fatiffied  be  the  faid  Mr  Johne,  for  his 
faid  dimillioun,  paines  and  lofe  fulleinit  be  him  in  pleying  of  the  fame  : 
Quhilk  fatiffafilioun  falbe  prefentlie  modified  be  Mr  Johne  Cowper,  arbiter 
chofen  for  the  faid  Mr  William  Cunnighame,  and  Mr  Robert  Pont,  arbiter 
chofen  for  Mr  George  Sempill  ;  and  in  cace  of  variance,  be  Mr  Patrick 
Galloway,  as  oddifman  and  ovirfman  chofen  be  both  thair  confents  :  With 
provilioun  lykewayes  that  the  faid  Mr  George  be  firll  [)lantit  at  the  Kirk 
of  Kirkbeane,  or  any  vther  place  quher  his  Majellie  fall  think  expedient  in 
the  fouth  weft  parts,  with  fufficieut  provifioun  for  bis  fuilentatioun  therat. 
The  faid  day,  the  AlTemblie  ordaines  Richart  Browne  to  be  tranfportit 
to  the  kirk  of  Haliewood,  and  that  the  brethren  deale  with  the  Abbot  for 
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a  fufficient  proviGoun  to  the  f;iiJ  kirk,  and  in  fpeciall  Mrs  David  Barklay, 
Robert  Hunter,  and  Hew  Fullertoun. 

Item,  The  Affemblie  ordaines,  that,  in  all  tyme  comeing-,  the  licence  to 
be  grantit  to  any  beneficit  Perfon  to  fett  tackis,  be  reftrainit  either  to  ane 
lyferent  tack,  or  to  ane  nynetein  geir  tak  allanerly. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  Mr  John  Nicolfone  of  Lailwad, 
beirand,  that  quher  he  \ras  kyndlie  takfman  of  the  teinds  of  his  awin  lands 
of  Leff\\'aid,  in  refpe6l  quherof  he  had  aggried  with  Mr  George  Ramfay, 
Deane  of  Reftalrig,  for  renewing  of  his  faids  tacks  for  paying  of  a  greater 
duetie  then  they  payed  of  before,  fo  that  the  kirk  was  fufficientlie  plantit ; 
to  the  quhilks  the  laid  Mr  George  condefcendit ;  defyreand,  therfor,  the 
Affemblie  to  ratifie  [and  approue]  the  faids  tackis,  and  declare  the  famein 
ala  fufficient  as  if  ane  fpeciall  licence  had  been  obtainit  to  fett  the  fame  : 
The  Affemblie  ratifies  and  approves  the  faids  taks  of  the  teinds  of  his  awin 
lands  of  Leffwaid,  and  declares  the  famein  als  fufficient,  as  if  a  fpeciall 
licence  had  bein  obteinit  therto. 

Item,  At  the  earneft  fute  of  the  Prefbitries  of  Cliddifdaill,  Walter, 
Pryour  of  Blantyre,  tackifman  of  the  Perfonage  of  Glafgow,  condifcendit 
to  give  15  chalders  vifiluall,  by  and  attour  the  duetie  of  his  tacks,  for  the 
better  provilioun  of  the  Miniftrie  at  the  laid  kirk  of  Glafgow,  vpon  condi- 
tioun  that  the  prefent  Perfon  fould  ratifie  and  approve  his  prefent  tack  that 
he  hes  to  runne  of  the  faids  teinds  :  The  Affemblie  thinks  the  conditioun 
reafonable,  and,  therfor,  ordaines  the  prefent  Perfon  to  ratifie  the  fame  ; 
and  declares  that  the  faid  Connnendatour  fall  not  be  farther  troublit  for 
any  greater  provifioun  to  the  faid  kirk  during  his  faids  tacks,  benane  of  the 
Miniftrie  ferving  that  cure. 

Anent  the  propofitioun  made  in  the  Airemblie  vpon  the  privat  motiouns 
of  fundrie  particular  brether,  from  diverfe  parts,  to  the  Moderatour,  de- 
fyreand that  a  certaine  number  of  the  brethren  of  beft  judgement  and  ex- 
perience fould  be  put  apart  to  confidder  of  the  chiefeft  dangers  appeirand 
to  religioun,  and  quyetnes  of  the  eftate  of  the  countrey,  and  of  the  princi- 
pall  caufes  therof,  and  how  the  famein  might  be  moil  effe6luouflie  pre- 
ventit ;  with  power  to  them  to  conclude,  and  communicat  thair  beft  ad- 
vyces  to  his  Majeftie  theranent,  and  to  the  Prefbitries,  fo  farre  as  flialbo 
found  expedient  :  The  Affemblie  finds  the  famein  moft  requifite,  and,  fur 
the  effedl  above  wrytin,  nominates,  kc.  with  power  as  laid  is. 

The  quhilk  brether  having  at  length  communicat  thair  informatioun,  to- 
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gether  with  thair  awin  knowledge,  anent  the  preiniffes,  Finds  that  ane  of 
the  cheifeft  caufes  of  danger  proceids  from  the  miCcontentment  of  fonie  out- 
ragious  and  malicious  Papills,  that  rages  and  leaves  nothing  vnaffnyit  to 
trouble  ;  for  being  out  of  all  efperance  to  have  his  Ma.jellies  indifferent 
affefilioun,  or  overfight  over  them  and  thair  religioun  during  his  reigne  ; 
and  of  vthers  that  be  the  executioun  of  juftice  finds  themfelves  or  thair 
friends  and  thair  houfes  to  have  fuftainit  any  lofe,  and  to  be  impairit  of  thair 
greatnefs  and  dependance,  and  to  be  reda6lit  to  live  vnder  the  obedience 
of  lawis  vtherwayes  nor  they  were  wont ;  and  from  the  malicious  bulTines 
of  certaine  craftie  and  feditious  perfons,  that  either  for  the  prefent  necelli- 
tie  of  thair  awin  eftate,  or  for  hope  of  advancement  and  gaine  to  be  had  in 
the  change  of  the  prefent  governement,  ceafes  not  be  all  meanes  to  inflame 
the  hearts  of  fuch  as  they  perceive  to  be  raifcontentit  in  any  eilate,  and 
making  every  man  to  fie  his  awin  defyre  in  the  trouble  of  the  countrey  ; 
dealing  in  the  meanetyme  lykewayes  with  fuch  as  are  of  the  moft  fincere 
affe6lioun  to  religioun  and  juflice,  that  things  is  not  done  in  that  integritie 
that  is  profeft  ;  preafing  hereby  to  make  the  godlie  and  good  fubiet*ls  the 
more  cold  adverfaries  to  I'uch  as  wold  intend  a  trouble  : 

For  remeid  quherof  it  is  thoght  good  and  concludit,  that  his  Majeflie 
falbe  informed  heiranent,  that,  be  his  awin  care  and  foirfight,  fuch  vngodly 
plats  and  counfells  may  be  fruilrate  ;  and  liclyke  that  every  Minifter  within 
this  realme  fall  deale  generally  with  thair  congregatiouns  and  auditors,  at 
all  occafiouns,  in  thair  publick  dodlrine  in  pulpitt,  and  with  all  noblemen, 
barrones,  gentlemen,  and  vthers  that  are  of  any  fpeciall  credit  or  power, 
particularlie  in  thair  privie  conferences,  perfwading  them  of  the  Kings  ho- 
neft  mynd  for  eftablifliing  of  the  true  religioun  prefentlie  profelt  within 
this  realme,  and  of  the  executioun  of  juftice,  and  of  his  ftedfaft  refolutioun 
to  hazard  his  eftate,  lyfe  and  crowne,  in  the  caufe  of  the  Gofpell,  with  the 
Handing  and  falling  quherof,  he  acknowledges  his  ftanding  and  falling  to 
be  inleparablie  conjoynit ;  and  that  the}'  mark  narrowlie  the  adliouns  of  all 
men,  Ipecially  of  lick  as  that  either  for  religioun,  or  executioun  of  juftice, 
or  for  the  neceffitie  of  thair  awin  eftate,  miflykes  the  prefent  governement, 
and  are  inclined  to  novatiouns,  and  quhom  they  fie  in  any  kynd  of  extra- 
ordinar  bulfines  by  thair  cuftome ;  and  that  they  make  his  Majefties  Minif- 
ters  acquaint  therwith,  not  ceafing  in  the  meane  tyme  to  bring  them  to  ane 
quyet  mynd  :  and  for  this  effe6l,  that  in  all  thair  ordinarie  meitings  in  Sef- 
jiouns,   Prefbitries,   and  Provinciall  Aflemblies,   ther  be   a  particular  and 
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privat  inquifitioun  in  thir  points  as  neid  beis,  that  his  Majefties  Minifters 
may  be  advertifed  with  all  expeditioun  :  And  lykewayes  it  is  thocht  expe- 
dient and  concludit,  that  his  Majefties  Minifters,  and  fick  vthers  of  the 
Miniftrie  as  fall  have  occafioun  to  be  in  any  charge  about  his  Majeftie,  in- 
forme  the  Preftjitries  of  the  eftate  of  things,  as  they  proceid,  fo  farre  as  it 
is  neidful  for  the  weill  of  the  caufe  ;  and  that  this  advyce  be  extra6lit  and 
lent  with  diligence  to  every  Prefljitrie  in  authentique  forme. 

The  nixt  Aflemblie  is  appointit  to  be  haldin  at  Aberdein,  the  laft  Tuei- 
day  of  Julij  1604. 

Thanks  beeand  givin  to  God  be  the  Moderatour,  for  the  confortable 
fucceffe  of  this  prefent  Affemblie,  the  brethren  were  difmifled. 
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[At  Aberdeen  the  laft  day  of  July  the  year  of  God  l604,  within  San6l 
Nicohis  parifh  kirk  of  the  Burgh  of  Aberdeen,  at  four  hours  after  noon,  or 
thereby,  before  thefe  witneiTes,  Mrs  Peter  Blackburne,  James  Rofs,  Archi- 
bald Bleckburne,  Minifters  at  Aberdeen,  John  Rough,  Minifler  at  Nig, 
Mr  Thomas  NicoU'on,  Commiflar  at  Aberdeen,  and  George  Nicolfon,  bur- 
gefs  of  the  faid  burgh. 

The  which  day,  in  prefence  of  the  witnefles  forefaids  and  of  us  Connotars 
Publick  under  fubfcribing,  compeared  perfonaly  within  the  liiid  parifl)  kirk 
Mrs  James  Melvill,  William  Arefkine,  and  William  Murrey,  Minifters  of 
the  Evangel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  prefented  a  Commiffion  given  unto  them 
be  their  brethren  of  the  Prelbytrie  of  Sandl  Andrews,  wherby  they  are 
coniiitut  Commiffioners  for  them  for  keeping  of  the  General  Affembly  at 
Aberdeen  the  month  of  July  inftant,  as  the  faid  Commiflion,  which  was 
read  in  audience  of  us,  and  the  faid  witnefTes,  in  itfelf  at  more  length  bears  ; 
whereof  the  tenor  followes. 

At  San6l  Andrews  the  26  of  July  1604  years,  the  which  day,  after  in 
calling  of  the  name  of  God,  the  Prelbytrie  conflituted  and  appointed  their 
brethren,  Mrs  James  Melvill,  William  Arefkine,  and  William  Murrey, 
their  Commiffioners  to  the  General  Affembly  appointed  to  be  holden  at 
Aberdeen  this  month,  giving  to  them  their  full  commiffion  and  exprefs  to 
pafs  to  Aberdeen ;  and  there,  for  the  faid  Prefbytrie,  and  in  their  name,  to 
reafon,  vote,  and  conclude  in  fuch  things  as  lliall  be  handled  in  the  faid 
Ailembly,  and  to  doe  whatfomever  other  things  belong  to  the  well  of  the 

6  M 
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Kirk  ;  promifing  to  ratifie  and  approve  whatfomever  their  Commiffioners 
fall  doe  therinto,  according  to  the  Word  of  God.  In  witnefs  whereof  they 
have  commanded  their  Clerk  to  fubfcribe  this  prefent  commiflion,  day, 
year,  and  place  forefaid. 

Sic  fubl'cribitur, 

Mr  Robert  Rough,  Clerk  of  the  Prefbytrie, 

at  command  of  the  fame. 

And  therewith  gave  in,  and  prefented  in  writ  their  protellation  fubfe- 
quent,  which  ficklyke  was  read  in  audience  of  us,  and  the  faid  witnelFes  ; 
and  was  (libfcribed  with  their  hands  in  our  prefence,  whereof  lykways  the 
tenor  foUoweth. 

For  as  uuich  as  albeit  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  ever  fince  the  reformation  of 
religion,  and  light  of  the  Gofpel,  rightly  informed  and  in{lru6led  thereby, 
have  thought  it  a  nioft  neceffiir  duty  aughtand  to  Chrift,  and  his  Kirk,  to 
conveen  in  their  General  AlFemblies  yearly,  for  keeping  of  the  puritie  of 
do6lrine,  exercifing  of  difcipline,  and  governing  of  the  whole  eflate  thereof 
with  uniform  confent  and  agreement,  lyke  as  they  have  been  in  continual 
cuftom,  ufe,  and  poffefl'ion,  to  keep  the  lame  inviolable,  as  a  chief  and  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  office  of  the  Minillrie  commanded  be  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  ;  as  alfo  God  has  moved  the  heart  of  the  King  our  Soveraign,  with 
confent  of  his  Majefties  Eftates  in  Parliament,  be  fpecial  a6l  and  law  to 
ratifie  and  approve  the  fame,  granting  liberty  and  freedom  to  the  Minillers 
of  the  Kirk  to  conveen  in  their  General  Aifemblies  once  in  the  year  at 
leaft,  and  oftner  pro  re  nata ;  and  the  Kings  Majefty,  of  his  fpecial  care 
and  affection  to  the  Kirk  of  Jefus  Chrift  within  his  Hienes  realme,  gave 
his  own  prefence  at  divers  General  Aflerablies,  as  at  the  laft  holden  at 
Halyrudhoufe  ;  where  certain  grieves  being  given  in,  and  amongft  the  reft, 
that  the  General  Aifemblies  were  not  ordinarly  keeped,  his  Majeftie  with 
the  faid  AiFembly  ordained  that  to  be  ammended  in  tyme  coming,  appoint- 
ing the  a6l  of  Parliament  made  thereanent  to  be  obferved,  inferting  the 
very  words  of  the  faid  a6l  of  Parliament  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Aflembly  ; 
and  according  thereto,  at  the  ending  of  the  fame  Aflembly,  appointed  the 
next  General  Ail'embly  to  be  holden  at  Aberdeen,  the  laft  Tuefday  of  July, 
in  the  prefent  year  iGOi.  Neverthelefs  that  day  being  now  come,  and  in- 
ftant  wee  found  no  appearance  of  keeping  of  the  faid  appointed  Afl"embly 
be  the  prefence  of  the  laft  Moderator,  nor  convention  and  meeting  together 
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of  brethren,  Commiinoners  diredled  from  Provinces  and  Prefbytries,  to  the 
great  difpleafure  and  grief  of  our  hearts,  namely,  in  fo  needfull  a  tyme, 
when  meffes  are  broken  furth  in  divers  parts  of  fome  of  the  chief  burghs  of 
the  realrae,  Perth  and  Linlithgow  ;  kirks  and  congregations  lye  pitifully 
implanted  ;  a  carelefs  coldnefs  in  all  eftates,  namely  of  the  Miniilry  itlelf, 
of  the  Gofpel  and  glory  of  the  Lord  Jefus  ;  and  Atheifm  with  all  kind  of 
vice  overflowing  the  face  of  the  land  :  Therefore  wee  Mrs  James  Melvill, 
William  Murrey,  and  Arefkine,  Miniilers,  Commiffioners  appointed  be  the 
Prelbytrie  of  San6l  Andrews  to  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  having 
precifely  keeped  the  forefaid  day  let  for  the  faid  AfTembly,  and  attended 
in  the  Kirk  of  Aberdeen  all  the  forenoon,  without  meeting  of  any  Com- 
miffioners from  other  Prefbytries,  iince  wee  could  doe  no  more,  haue 
thought  it  our  neceflar  duty,  before  God,  and  his  Angels,  and  yow  that  are 
prefent,  to  take  documents,  and  make  proteftation  :  Lyko  as  in  the  hands 
of  yow  Notars  Publick  wee  take  adls,  inflruments,  and  documents,  that 
wee  above  nominal  are  here  prefent,  direfiled  in  commiliion  from  our 
faid  Prelbytrie  of  San6l  Andrewes,  for  keeping  of  the  faid  appointed  Ge- 
neral Affembly,  on  this  day,  and  in  this  place,  fo  that  it  defert  not  lb  far  as 
lyeth  in  us,  but  may  hold  and  keep  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  confti- 
tutions,  and  continual  cuftome  of  our  Kirk,  the  laws  of  the  realme,  and 
appointment  of  the  lall  General  Affembly,  wherein  the  Kings  Majelly  was 
prefent.  And  wee  proteft  before  God,  as  faid  is,  that  whatfoever  fkaith, 
damnage,  or  hurt  the  intereft  of  the  Kirk  and  Kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrill 
within  this  realme,  in  the  priviledges,  liberties,  and  freedom,  or  otherwayes, 
in  the  general  or  particular  eftate  thereof,  Iball  happen  to  fuftain  or  incurre 
be  the  overfe^ing,  ncgledling,  and  flipping  of  the  faid  appointed  Affembly, 
it  be  not  imputed  to  us  nor  our  faid  Prefljytrie  of  JSanft  Andrewes  :  Pro- 
tefting  alfo  expreflly,  that  the  lame,  if  any  be,  maybe  amended  and  redreff- 
ed  be  remeed  of  the  Word  of  God,  laws  of  the  realme,  a6ls  and  conlHtutions 
of  our  Kirk,  and  old  liberty  and  freedom  thereof,  at  fuch  tyme  and  place 
as  God  Iball  think  convenient.  Thus  protefting,  and  procuring  moft  in- 
ftantly  and  folemnly  for  the  well,  priviledge,  and  liberty  of  the  faid  Kirk 
and  Kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  ellabliflied  within  this  realme,  moved  and 
flirred  up  thereto  for  no  other  caufe,  as  God  the  great  Judge  fliall  judge 
us,  but  that  wee  may  doe  and  difcharge  a  moft  neceffar  duty  for  the  glory 
of  Chrift,  fafety  of  this  Kirk,  and  the  eafe  and  relief  of  our  confciences,  in 
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that  great  day  of  his  glorious  appearance  to  call  us  to  account  of  our  Min- 
ifterie  and  difpen{ation.  Sic  fubfcribitur, 

Mr  James  Melville,  Mr  William  Arefkin,  Mr  William  Murrey. 

Which  Coramiflion  and  Proteftation  being  read,  and  prefented,  as  laid 
is,  Mrs  James  Melvill,  William  Arefkine,  and  William  Murrey  made  their 
proteftations  conforme  thereunto,  and  took  documents  and  inltruments 
thereupon,  in  the  hands  of  us  Connotars  Publick  under  fubfcribing,  day, 
month,  year,  and  place  forefaids,  and  before  the  witnelFes  above  mentioned, 
witneding  thele  our  fubfcriptions  manual. 

Ita  ell,  Magifter  Thomas  Molleibnus,  Scriba  communis  burgi  de  Aber- 
deen, Notarius  Publicus,  ac  teftis  ad  praemiffa  requifitus  et  rogatus  ; 
Teftante  hac  mea  fubfcriptione  manual!. 
Ita  eft,  Gualterus  Robertfone,  Scriba  lubftitutus  burgi  de  Aberdeen, 
Connotarius  Publicus  in  praemiffis  fpecialiter  requifitus ;  Teftanti- 
bus  his  meis  figno  et  fubfcriptione  manualibus. 
Ita  eft,  David  Marr,  Connotarius,  in  praemiftis  rogatus  et  requifitus  ; 
Teftante  hac  mea  fubfcriptione  manuali. 
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July  2.* 


The  which  day  divers  and  fundrie  brethren  from  divers  and  fundrie  places 
and  provinces  in  the  land,  inftru6led  with  fufficient  commiHions  from  their 
Prefbytries,  to  reafon,  vote,  and  conclude  in  the  General  Affembly  appoint- 
ed be  his  Majefties  Commiflioner,  and  CommilTioners  of  the  General  Ai- 
lembly,  with  continuation,  diredled  from  Perth  the  4  of  July,  the  year  of 
God  1604,  I'ubfcribed  be  his  Majefties  Commiflioner  the  Laird  of  Laurif- 
toun,  and  Mr  Patrick  Galloway  Moderator  of  the  laft  General  AiTembly 
holden  at  Halyrudhous,  and  Richard  Thomfon  Clerk  to  the  Conimiflioners, 
to  be  and  begin  at  Aberdeen  the  firft  Tuefday  of  July  ]605  years,  if  be 
i'ooner  advertifment  it  cannot,  being  lawfully  affembled  upon  the  faid  war- 
rant and  dire6lion,  according  to  the  warrant  of  the  Word  of  God,  laws  of 
the  countrey,  and  continual  cuftom  of  the  Kirk  of  God  therein.  After  in 
calling  of  the  name  of  God  be  Mr  David  Rait  in  ablence  of  the  laft  Mo- 
derator, Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mrs  Robert  Durie,  John  Monroe,  John 
Forbefs  being  put  on  leit,   Mr  John  Forbefs,   with  uniform  conl'ent  of  the 

*  The  great  Commissioner  Laurestoun  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  General  Assembly  had 
written  to  all  the  Presbytries,  for  keeping  of  a  General  Assembly  at  Aberdeen  the  second  of  July- 
The  missives  directed  to  the  Presbytries,  subscribed  be  Richard  Thomson  Clerk  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  General  Assembly,  differed  in  the  day  ;  in  the  missives  directed  to  the  North,  was 
appointed  the  second  day  of  July  ;  in  the  missives  directed  to  the  South  the  5th  day  :  .  .  . 
Therfore  some  came  the  2d  day,  and  some  the  fyft  day. 
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whole  brethren,  was  chofen  Moderator  ;  his  Majefties  Conimiinoner,  the 
Laird  of  Laureftoiin,  having'  firlt  nominated  the  laid  Mr  Forbefs  to  be 
mouth  of  the  rell.  And  Mr  John  Sharp,  in  abfence  of  Mr  Thomas  Nicol- 
fon,  with  confent  of  the  whole  brethren,  was  nominat  and  chofen  Clerk. 

The  fame  day  his  Majefties  Comniiirioner,  having-  firft  be  word  declared 
the  decree  of  his  Majefties  Secret  Counfell  touching  the  faid  meeting-,  did 
give  in  a  letter  dire6led  for  the  Loi'ds  of  his  Majefties  Secret  Counfell,  to 
the  brethren  of  the  faid  Miniftry  conveened  at  the  laid  Affembly  :  The 
tenor  and  contents  whereof  follows. 

Truilie  friends.  After  our  heartie  fulutations,  hearing  that  ye  have  ap- 
pointed an  Affembly  to  be  holden  and  keeped  there  at  Aberdeen  in  the 
month  of  July  next  to  come,  whereby  the  Kings  Majeftie  may  take  iome 
occalion  of  offence  againft  yow  ;  feeing  neither  has  his  Majeftie  been  made 
privie  to  your  refolution,  nor  yet  has  his  Hienes  confent  and  allowance 
bein  fought  and  obtained  to  that  effedl,  according  to  the  law  and  cuftome 
enviolablie  obferved  the  many  years  by  gane,  wee  have  thereupon  thought 
meet  hereby  to  advertife  you  to  conlider  this  matter  as  appertaineth,  and 
wifely  to  forfee  what  prejudice  fuch  raQi  and  unadvifed  proceedings  may 
draw  upon  your  eftate  :  For  wee  are  perfuaded,  if  ye  proceed  to  the  hold- 
ing of  this  Affembly  without  his  Majefties  approbation  and  allowance,  that 
his  Hienes  will  very  hardly  digeft  that  matter,  and  will  account  the  fame 
as  a  contempt  touching  his  Majeftie  in  a  high  degree  :  And  therefor  it  is 
our  will  and  pleafure,  and  wee  think  it  meet,  and  expedient  for  your  oun 
well,  and  the  peace  of  the  Kirk,  and  for  intertaining  aud  cherifliing  that 
chriflian  harmony  which  Ihould  be  betwixt  his  Majeftie  and  yow  ;  that  ye 
diffolve  yourfelves,  repair  every  one  to  Iiis  own  houfe  and  calling,  aud 
fuffer  this  meeting  to  defert.  And  before  ye  appoint  any  new  meeting, 
or  Affembly,  that  ye  acquaint  his  Majeftie  therewith  ;  whereby,  as  ye 
fliall  teftifie  your  obedience  and  conformity  to  his  Majefties  will  and  his 
lawes,  fo  we  doubt  not  but  his  Majeftie,  upon  your  oun  fuit  and  liipplica- 
tion,  will  in  reafon  give  you  contentment  and  fatilfaction  herein.  Wee  have 
at  greater  length  communicated  our  minds  in  this  matter  to  the  Laird  of 
Laureftoun,  one  of  his  Majefties  Privie  Counfell,  who  will  at  length  im- 
part the  lame  to  you.  And  fo  wee  commit  you  to  God. 
PVom  Edinburgh  the  20  of  June  1605.     Sic  fubfcribitur. 

Your    good    friends,    Montrofe  Commiffioner,     Alexander    Cancel- 
larius,  Blantyre  Secretar,   Preftoun,   Cockburne. 


1G05.  UNIVERSALL  XIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  1015 

Which  letters,  and  deiire  therein  contained,  with  the  fnit  and  defire  of 
his  Majeflies  Comminioner  agreeing  thereto,  being  rypely  confidered  be 
the  faid  Affembly,  and  having  weighed  the  weightinels  of  the  affaires  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  intreated,  and  rarenefs  of  their  own  number,  divers  of  the 
Commiilioners  being  flayed  be  the  tenipeft  of  weather,  and  willing  them, 
as  at  all  tymes,  to  witnefs  their  willingnefs  to  fatifiie  his  Majellie,  and  Lords 
of  the  Secret  Counfell,  in  all  their  realbnable  delires,  lb  far  forth  as  might 
(land  with  the  Word  of  God,  and  teftimonie  of  a  good  confcience,  thought 
meet  and  expedient  to  continue  the  treating  of  the  affairs  pertaining  to  the 
faid  Affembly  to  the  laft  Tuefday  of  September  following,  and  to  diffolve 
for  the  prefent  according  to  the  defire  and  I'uit  of  the  letter  forefaid  :  And 
ordaines  intimation  and  warning  to  be  made  to  all  the  Prelbytries  within  the 
land,  to  choofe  their  Commiinoners,  and  to  fend  them  authorized  with 
power  to  the  laid  Affembly  to  be  holden  at  Aberdeen  the  lall  Tuefday  of 
September  next  to  come  anno  l605. 

After  the  which  ordinance  his  Majeilies  Commiffioner  made  proteltation, 
that  from  the  beginning  he  did  not  acknowledge  the  prefent  meeting  for  a 
lawfuU  Allembly,  in  refpecSl  of  the  abfence  of  the  laft  Moderator,  and 
Clerk  ordinar. 

The  Moderator  in  name  of  the  brethren  proteiled  again,  that  the  faid 
meeting  was  and  behoved  to  be  a  lawful  Affembly,  in  reipefil  of  the  war- 
rant of  their  meeting  the  faid  day  before  Ipecified,  the  dire6lion  of  the  Word 
of  God,    the  lawes  of  the  land,  and  continual  cuflome  of  the  Kirk. 

Which  being  done,  the  faid  Commiffioner  cauled  charge  the  brethren 
there  affembled,  to  fuffer  the  faid  AQemblie  to  def'ert  under  the  paine  of 
horning  be  John  W^ifliart,  Meffenger,  who  delivered  a  fubfcribed  copie  of 
the  faid  charge  to  the  Moderator  in  name  of  the  whole  :  The  tenor  where- 
of followes. 

James  be  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  For  as  much  as  albeit  wee  have  lignified 
our  will  and  pleafure,  that  we  cannot  be  refolved  anent  the  General  Af- 
fembly before  the  approaching  Parliament,  and  the  Parliament  being  ended, 
that  wee  will  have  occalion  to  diredl  the  moil  expedient  in  that  matter  for 
the  well  of  the  Kirk  :  Neverthelefs  wee  and  the  Lords  of  our  Secret 
Counfell  are  informed,  that,  in  this  mean  tyme,  there  is  a  General  Conven- 
tion and  Affembly  of  the  Minilirie  appointed  to  be  holden  at  our  burgh  of 
Aberdeen  in  the  month  of  July  next  to  come  ;  whereat  a  number  of  the 
Miniftrie  in  this   our  realrae  intends  to  be  prefent,    wee  being  no  waves 
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acquainted,  nor  made  forefeen  tliereof,  nor  yet  our  confent  and  allowance 
being  had,  and  obtained  to  that  efFeft,  according  to  the  laws,  adls,  and  con- 
ftitutions  made  thereanent,  and  to  the  cullorae  obferved  herein,  thefe  many 
years  bygane,  whereby  our  dire6lions  and  commandements  in  this  matter 
will  be  violated  highlie,  to  the  offence  and  contempt  of  us,  our  authority, 
and  lawes  :  Our  will  is  herefor,  and  wee  charge  yow  ftraitly,  and  com- 
mand, that,  incontinent  thefe  our  letters  feen,  ye  pafs,  and  in  our  name  and 
authority  command  and  charge  the  whole  Miniftrie,  who  fliall  happen  to 
conveen  to  the  faid  Affemblie,  perfonally,  if  they  can  be  apprehended  ;  and 
failing  thereof,  be  open  proclamation  at  the  mercat  crofs  of  Aberdeen,  that 
they  fuffer  the  faid  Affembly  to  defert,  repaire  every  one  to  his  own  dwell- 
ing and  charge  ;  and  that  they  in  no  wife  prefume,  nor  take  upon  hand, 
to  conveen  and  affemble  themfelves  together  in  any  place,  for  keeping  of 
the  faid  Affembly,  under  the  pain  of  rebellion,  and  putting  of  them  to  the 
norne.  With  certification  to  them,  and  they  failgie,  they  falbe  denunced 
rebells,  and  put  to  the  horn.  As  aU'o  that  ye  command  and  charge  the 
Provell  and  Bailies  of  our  faid  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  that  they  fuffer  no  fuch 
AfTembly,  convention,  or  meeting  of  the  Miniftrie  to  be  keeped  within 
their  toun,  as  the  laid  Provofl;  and  Bailiffes  will  anfwer  to  us,  and  our  Se- 
cret Counfell,  upon  their  dutifull  difchai-ge  of  their  office.  The  which 
to  do,  &c. 

Which  being  read  and  confidered,  the  faid  Moderator,  at  the  command 
of  the  brethren,  took  document,  and  note,  in  the  hand  of  the  faid  John 
Wifhart  being  a  Notar  Publick,  that  they  were  ready  inftantly  to  obey  the 
tenor  of  the  faid  charge.  The  faid  John  refufing  the  benefit  of  his  office 
in  that  part,  the  Moderator,  with  the  reft  of  the  brethren,  after  in  calling 
of  the  name  of  God,  diflblved,  and  departed  out  of  the  Kirk,  for  obedience 
to  his  Majefties  charge  :  And  the  faid  Moderator  with  the  remnant  bre- 
thren paft  immediately  to  the  Common  Clerks  chamber  of  the  faid  burgh, 
and  there  took  documents  in  the  hands  of  James  Mollefon  Common  Clerk  : 
The  tenor  whereof  followeth. 

At  Aberdeen  the  fecond  day  of  July,  the  year  of  God  1605,  in  the  Com- 
mon Clerks  writing  chamber  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  at  half  hour  to  five 
in  the  after  noon,  or  thereby,  in  prefence  of  us  Connotars,  and  witnelTes 
underwritten,  compeared  perfonaly  the  Commilfioners  of  the  Minilirie  of 
this  realme,  after  following  ;  They  are  to  fay,  Hv  Robert  Durie,  Minifter 
at  Anilruther,  Mr  Andrew  Duncan,  Minifler  at  Carraill,  ftir  John  Sharp, 
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Minifter  at  Kilmenie,  Mr  Alexander  Strauchan,  Minifter  at  Creicli,  Mr 
John  Forbefs,  Miniller  at  Afurde,  Mr  William  Forbefs,  Minifter  at  Kin- 
bethock,  Mr  James  Irving,  Minifter  at  Tuiche,  Mr  Robert  Young-,  fome 
time  Minifter  at  Clatt,  Mr  Robert  Reid,  Minifter  at  Bancherie  Trinitie, 
Mr  Charles  Farholme,  Minifter  at  Frazerburgh,  Mr  William  Davidfon, 
Minifter  at  Rathen,  Mr  David  Robertfon,  Minifter  at  Rngley,  Mr  John 
Monro,  Minifter  at  Tane,  Mr  Archibald  Bleckburne,  Minifter  at  Aberdeen, 
Mr  James  Rofs,  Minifter  there,  and  John  Rough,  Minifter  at  Nige ;  and 
alledged,  that  they  being  conveened  in  the  Selfion  houfe  of  the  Kirk  of  this 
burgh  of  Aberdeen  this  day,  as  at  the  appointed  day  and  place,  for  hold- 
ing the  General  Affembly  of  the  Miniftrie  of  this  realme,  they  were  charged 
be  John  Wifliart  INIeffenger,  be  vertue  of  his  Majefties  letters,  given  be  aft 
of  his  Hiencs  Secret  Counfell,  of  the  date  at  Edinburgh  the  20  day  of  June 
laft  bypaft,  within  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  fince,  that  they  fhould 
fuff'er  their  Aflembly  to  defert,  repair  every  one  of  them  to  their  own  dwell- 
ing and  charge ;  and  that  they  are  no  wayes  to  prefume,  nor  take  upon 
hand  to  conveen,  nor  aflemble  themfelves  in  any  place,  for  keeping  of  the 
faid  Afl"embly,  under  the  pain  of  horning  ;  as  the  copie  of  the  faid  letters, 
which  they  Ihew  to  us  Connotars,  and  witnefles  underwritten,  fubfcribed, 
as  appeared,  be  the  faid  John  Wifliart  Meilenger,  proports ;  and  that  for 
obedience  to  the  command  and  charge  of  the  faid  letters,  they  inftantly, 
after  the  giving  of  the  faid  charge,  diflblved,  without  any  farther  aftion, 
and  came  immediatly  furth  of  the  laid  Seluon  houfe  and  Kirk,  to  the  faid 
Common  Clerks  chamber,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  Tolbuith  of  the  faid  burgh, 
as  to  the  moft  publick  place,  to  take  notes,  and  inftruments  of  their  obedi- 
ence to  the  command  and  charge  of  the  faid  letters,  and  dilfolving  of  the 
faid  AlFembly  in  the  hands  of  us  Connotars  under  fubfcribing.  And  here- 
upon they  craved  and  took  inftruments,  day,  month,  and  year  forefaids, 
before  thefe  witnelTes,  Alexander  Forbefs  of  Fingaik,  David  Ronaldfon, 
John  Tullidaf,  Mathew  Donaldfon,  John  Kemp  baker,  Alexander  Thom- 
fon  fkinner,  burgefles  of  Aberdeen,  Mr  George  Spence  fervitour  to  the 
faid  Mr  John  Forbefs,  and  Thomas  Forbefs  fon  to  Thomas  ForbclTe  elder, 
burgefs  of  Aberdeen.  Sic  lubfcribitur, 

Ita  eft,  Magifter  Thomas  Mollefonus,  Scriba  Communis  de  Aberdeen. 

Ita  eft,  Walterus  Robertfonus,  Scriba  Subftitutus  burgi  de  Aberdeen. 

Mr  John  Sharp,  Clerk  to  the  Aflembly. 


6  N 
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Proclamation  by  the  King  in  Council. 

James  &c.  For  as  much  as  wee,  be  a  fpecial  article  fignitied  with  our 
own  hand,  and  fent  liome  with  the  Laird  of  Laurelloun  our  Commillioner, 
iignified  our  will  and  pleafure,  that  wee  for  many  caufes  could  not  be  re- 
folved  anent  the  tynie  of  the  General  Affembly,  before  the  approaching 
Parliament;  and  that  in  virtue  of  the  faid  warrant,  the  CommiOioners  of 
the  General  Affembly,  according  to  our  pleafure,  acquainted  the  PrelLv- 
tries  of  our  realme,  with  our  commandement  in  that  matter ;  and  willed 
and  delired  them  to  forbear  all  conveening,  meeting,  or  keeping  of  the  faid 
AlTembly  ;  neverthelefs  a  very  few  number  of  the  Minillrie,  led  with  the 
fpirit  of  diffobedience,  and  contempt  of  all  lawful!  authority,  moft  unlaw- 
fully and  contemptuouQy  convened  themfelves  within  our  burgh  of  Aber- 
deen, upon  the  lecond  day  of  July  laft  ;  And  mifregarding  the  former  dif- 
charge  given  to  their  Prefbytries,  the  letters  of  horning  executed  againlt 
themfelves,  with  our  Counfels  miffive  letter  delivered  to  them  be  our  faid 
CoramifTioner,  they  proceeded  to  the  holding  of  an  Affembly  in  fuch  forme, 
as  neither  the  ablence  of  the  beft  of  the  Minillrie,  who  would  attempt  no- 
thing might  be  offenlive  to  us,  or  prejudicial  to  the  authoritj'  of  a  lawfull 
and  folemne  meeting- of  ane  Affembly,  nor  the  diffenting  of  our  Commif- 
fioner,  that  any  thing  fhould  be  done  therein,  could  make  them  diffolve, 
while  firft  they  had  made  eledlion  of  their  Moderator,  and  appointed  a 
new  day  to  their  next  Affembly  ;  and  they  knowing  that  their  iuordinat 
meeting,  which  was  aliifted  with  i'o  few  of  the  Minillrie,  and  that  of  the 
moft  ignorant  and  leail  accounted,  could  not  have  the  ground  and  warrant 
of  a  lawfull  Affembly  ;  and  that  there  could  not  be  any  law,  practick,  or 
cuftom  of  any  other  reformed  Kirk  in  Europ,  to  juftifie  and  approve  their 
doings  :  Lyke  as  the  whole  Commiffioners  of  the  General  Affembly  hav- 
ing affembled  themfelves  thereafter,  and  after  due  coniideration  of  their 
foolifli  proceeding,  having  found  the  fame  to  be  no  lawfull  Affembly,  and 
all  utterly  difallowed  the  fame,  the  faid  Minifters  thereof,  in  further  con- 
tempt and  difdain  of  us,  our  Counfel,  and  Commillioners,  have  continually 
fenfyne  buffied  themfelves  in  Ibliciting  and  procuring  the  approbation,  con- 
fent,  and  allowance  of  the  Mdiole  Prelbytries  of  our  realme,  to  their  info- 
lent  and  unlawful!  proceedings,  minding  thereby  to  make  their  privat 
and  fa6lious    proceedings   to  be  a  common  caufe  of  the  Kirk,  and  by  foli- 
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citing'   fuch  unlawful  approbation  of  the  Prefbytries  to  pervert  the  whole 
order  of  our  General  AiTeniblies  :  wherein  not  only  the  perfonal  prefence 
of  the  whole,  or  moil  part  of  the  CommifTioners  of  the   Prefbytries  of  our 
realnie,  is  alwife  neceflary  ;  and  without  the   which   there  cannot   be  an 
Affembly,  but  our  own  confent,  or  confent  of  our  Commiffioner  being  pre- 
fent,  which  is  altogether  requifit  :  and  fo  as  they  began   with  contempt  of 
us,  and  break  of  our  lawes,  even  fo  their  unlawful!  courfe  and  progrefs  of 
their  proceedings  tend  to  nothing,  but  to  heap  contempt  upon  contempt, 
and  will  produce  farther  inconveniences,    without   remeed   be   provided. 
Our  will  is  herefore,   and  wee  charge  yow  ftraitly  and  command,  that   in- 
continent thir  our  letters  leen,  ye   pafs,  and  in   our  name  and  authority 
command  and  charge  and  inhibit  all  and  fundrie  Synods,  Prefbytries,  and 
Seffions  of  kirks,  and  Miniilers  within  our  realme,  be  open  proclamation, 
at  the  Mercat  CrolFes  of  the  head  burrowes  of  our  realme,  and  other  places 
needful!,  that  none  of  them  preCume  nor  take  upon  hand  privatly  nor  pub- 
licklyin  their  Seffions,  or  meetings,  nor  in  Conference,  fermons.nor  no  other 
manner  of  way,  to  authorize,  approve,  juftifie,   or  allow  the  faid  unlawfull 
meeting,  and  Affembly  at  Aberdeen;  neither  yet  to  malce  any  a6l  thereupon, 
nor  doe  any  other  thing,  in  privat  or  publick,  which  may  feem  to  countenance 
the  faid  unlawful!  AfTemblie,  under  the  pain  to  be  reputed,  holden,  efleemed, 
and  purfued  as  guilty  of  this  unlawful!  meeting,  and  to  be  punifhed  therefor 
with  all  rigour.     And  liclyke,  that  ye  command  and  charge  all  and  fundrie 
Lords,  and  Barons,  and  gentlemen,  Magiftrats,  and  all  other  our  lieges, 
who  flial!  happen  to  be  prefent,  and   hear  any  Minifters  in  publick  or  in 
privat  conferences,  and  fpeeches,  or  in  their  fermons,  to  approve  and  al- 
low the   faid  unlawfull  AiTembly,  raile  and  utter  any  fpeeches  againfl  our 
royal  commandements,  or  proceedings  of  our  Counfel,  for   punifhing  and 
fuppreffing  fo   hainous   enormities,   that   they  make  relation   and  report 
thereof  to  our  Counfel,  and  furnifh  probation  ;  to  the  effefil  the  fame  may 
be  condignly  punifhed,  as  they  will    anf'wer  to   our  Counfell  thereupon  : 
certifying  them  who  fhall  hear  and  conceal  the  faid  fpeeches,  they  fball  be 
efleemed  allowers  of  the  fame,  and  fall  be  tane   order  with,  and  punillied 
therefore  without  favour.     The  which  to  doe,  &c. 

Given  at  Edinburgh  the  eight  day  of  Augufl  1605. 
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Copie  of  the  Kings  MilFive  feat  to  the  PreLbitrie  of  Duiiiferraline. 

Trullie  and  weel  beloved,  we  greet  you  heartily  well.  Our  knowledge  of 
the  jealoulies  and  dillra6lions  of  the  late  time,  arifeing  without  anie  necef- 
far  or  effential  caul'e  in  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  the  progrefs  whereof  might 
tend  to  open  diffenfion  among  the  Pallors,  to  their  own  trouble,  the  evil  ex- 
ample of  our  people,  and  our  mifcontentment,  having  moved  us  to  lend  for 
a  number  of  the  Minillrie,  whom  we  underiland  to  be  of  knowledge  and 
good  experience,  that  by  their  information  the  caufe  of  thefe  greeves  might 
be  truelie  known,  and  the  belt  means  devifed  for  removing  fuch  unnecef- 
larie  conventions,  and  reducing  their  proceedings  to  a  fettled  good  order 
for  their  own  quietnefs  and  our  obedience,  we  have  not  received  that  fatif- 
fafilion  of  them  which  we  expe6ted,  their  anfwers  tending  more  to  ignor- 
ance of  thefe  dillradlions  and  grudges,  (which  to  our  grief  are  verie  mani- 
feft  to  the  world,)  nor  to  anie  advice  of  the  remedies  therof ;  and  becaufe 
we  could  not  be  blamelefs  of  undutifull  negligence,  if  we  fliould  leave  any 
good  means  unaffayed,  which  might  bring  readied  remeed  unto  bypaft  dif- 
orders,  and  beft  alTurance  for  good  order  in  the  Kirk  and  obedience  to  our 
authoritie  in  time  comeing  :  Therefore  we  have  thought  it  neceffarie  to  ap- 
point fome  Noblemen  and  others  of  our  Counfell  to  conveene  with  a  good 
number  of  godlle,  wife  and  learned  Minifters  of  the  Prefliitrics  of  that  our 
Kingdom,  at  Linlithgow  the  10  day  of  December  next  to  come,  to  advife 
and  refolve  upon  the  remeeds  of  bypafl  diftra6lions,  preventing  of  immi- 
nent dangers  be  the  daylie  increafe  of  the  number  of  Papills  travelling  in 
all  corners  of  that  Kingdom,  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  Kirk  and  countrie, 
and  to  fubvert  our  royal  eftate,  and  for  fettling  of  good  order  and  quiet- 
nefs in  the  Kirk,  and  obedience  to  our  authoritie  :  For  which  purpofe 
our  will  is,  that  ye  dire6l  Mr  John  Fairfull,  Minifter  of  Dumfermline,  Mr 
Andrew  Forrefler,  Minifter  there,  and  Mr  James  Stewart,  Minifter  at 
Sauling,  of  your  Prefliitrie,  to  be  prefent  with  fuch  of  our  Nobilitie  and 
Counfell  as  we  have  commanded  to  meet  them  thefaid  day  and  place,  that 
be  them  they  may  know  our  godlie  and  juft  delires,  and  that  fuch  as  ye 
fend  may  give  their  information,  advice,  concurrence  and  judgement  for  the 
furtherance  of  good  order,  peace,  and  obedience  in  the  Kirk  and  countrie 
to  our  authoritie,  preventing  of  Papifls  courfes,  delating  of  the  names  of 
the   authors   therof,    and  fuch  as  receipt  Jefuits,  Priefts,  and   trafiquing 
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Papifts,  or  other  excommunicated  perfon;; ;  as  alfo  fuch  as  refort  not  to  the 
Kirk  and  communion  according  to  our  laws  and  a6ls  of  Parliament  made 
thereanent  ;  and  in  all  other  matters  of  the  like  nature,  tending  to  the 
peace  of  the  Kirk  and  our  obedience,  whereanent  our  conftant  affec- 
tion to  the  advancement  of  all  fuch  godlie  purpofes  will  be  more  largelie 
fignified  unto  them  att  the  faid  meeting,  be  fuch  of  our  Nobilitie  and  Coun- 
fell  as  have  our  exprefs  direction  in  thefe  matters.  So  refting  affured  of 
your  conformitie  and  dutifull  obedience  in  the  performance  of  this  our  com- 
mand tending  to  fo  godlie  and  neceffary  ends,  we  bid  you  heartilie  fair- 
weel. 

Att  Newmarket  the  20'i'  of  OiSlober  I6O6. 

To  our  truftie  and  well  beloved  the  Minifters  of  the 
Prelbitrie  of  Dumfermline. 
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1606. 


A.D.  M.DC.VI. 


In  the  AITerablie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  conveinit  be   his  Majeftie 
and  haldin  at  Linlithgow,  Anno  1606, 

Seffio  !»•    10  Decembris, 


Montrofe. 

Glencarne. 

Linlithgow. 

Orkney. 

Duinbar. 

Wigtown. 

Kinghorne. 

Abercorne. 


Were  prefent  the  Noblemen  following  : 

Lothian.  Cullrofs.  Clerk  Regitter. 

Mr  of  Montrofe.  Halyrudhoufe.  Bruntiland. 

Mrof  LothianL.Newbottle.Juftice  Clerk.    Kilfyth. 

Lindfay.  Privie  Seal. 

Wchiltrie.  Advocat. 

Skoone.  Colle6tor. 

Blantyre. 


Barons. 


Kinnaird. 

Sir  John  Hamilton. 

Montrofe. 

Blantyre. 

Torrie. 

Balmaine. 

Lindfay. 

Kilfyth. 

Balcolmnie. 

Waughton. 

CoUeaor. 

Innerweek. 

Balvaird. 

The  Minillers  out  of  the  Prelbitries  were  about  the  number  of  130,  out 
of  the  moft  S,  out  of  fome  5,  fome  6. 
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Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  as  Moderatour  of  the  Lift  Affembly,  was  defired 
to  have  preached  on  the  morne.  He  refufed,  alledging  he  knew  nothing 
of  that  meeting,  and  was  not  provided.  It  was  anfuered,  that  the  meeting 
fliould  be  prorogued  to  the  22  of  that  inftant,  and  fo  he  fliould  have  time  to 
be  provided  ;  but  he  continued  conllant  in  his  refufal.  In  end  he  was 
dealt  with  to  make  a  prayer  as  his  Majellies  Minifter,  and  not  as  Modera- 
tour att  the  meeting,  wherunto  he  yeilded.  So  the  Bifliop  of  Orkney, 
Mr  James  Law,  made  the  I'ermon  upon  thefe  words.  Pray  for  the  peace  of 
Jerufalem,  Therafter  Mr  Patrick  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  Moderatours 
place,  prayed,  and  made  a  difcourfe  upon  Math.  18,  20.  He  opened  the 
caufes  why  his  Majeilie  appointed  the  meeting,  namelie,  to  take  order  with 
Papills  ;  to  advife  what  way  Minifters  might  be  better  provided  with  cou- 
ftant  ftipends  ;  and  how  jarres  among  the  Pallors  might  be  removed. 

The  Erie  of  Montrofe  principal  in  the  CommiQion  followed  with  alhort 
harangue,  which  was  explained  by  Mr  Patrick,  becaufe  his  voice  was  weak. 
The  I'um  wherof  was,  that  we  had  all  caufe  to  praife  God  for  the  care  that 
his  Majeftie  had  for  the  peace  of  this  Kirk  and  raaintainauce  of  the  freedom 
therof ;  and  ended  with  ane  exhortation  to  the  brethren  conveened,  to 
judge  charitablie  of  his  Majefties  proceeding,  and  to  give  to  his  Hienes 
latiffaStion  in  the  matters  to  be  proponed. 

Mr  John  Preftown  feconded  him  with  a  large  difcourfe  of  the  pains  and 
travells  which  his  Majeftie  had  taen  in  the  affairs  of  the  Kirk,  the  manie 
good  laws  made  by  bis  Majeftie  for  maintainance  of  religion,  the  great  care 
his  Majeftie  had  to  have  all  the  Kirks  of  Scotland  planted,  and  how  in  all 
the  expeditions  made  in  the  South  and  North  againft  his  Hienes  rebells, 
his  Majeftie  employing  ever  fome  time  in  the  affairs  of  the  Kirk  :  And  fo 
ended  with  exhortation  to  give  his  Hienes  iatiffaclion. 

The  Clerk  of  Regifter  followed,  affirming  that  feeing  his  Majeftie  was  a 
Chryftian  and  religious  Prince,  and  fo  well  grounded  in  his  religion  to  the 
admiration  of  the  whole  world,  that  he  ought  to  be  obeyed  in  all  his  direc- 
tions, alledging  Paul  in  his  Epiftle  to  Timothy,  exhorting,  for  the  peace  of 
the  Kirk,  to  pray  for  all  Princes,  efpecialie  for  the  tyrant  Nero,  under  whom 
they  then  fuffered  perlecution.  He  remembred  fome  fpeeches  uttered  by 
fome  of  the  Princes  of  Germanie,  namelie  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  extolling  his 
Majefties  conftancie  in  his  religion  ;  and  fo  inferred,  that  feeing  ftrangers 
had  fo  reverent  regard  of  his  Majeftie,  his  own  fubje6ls  fliould  not  be  lead 
with  a  iiniftrous  conceit. 
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After  this,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway  faid  it  was  needfull  that  there  fould  be 
a  Moderator  chofeii,  and  produced  4  in  leit,  viz.  Mr  Patrick  Sharp,  Mr 
Robert  Howie,  Mr  Alexander  Lindfay,  Mr  James  Nicolfone  ;  and  the 
faid  Mr  James  was  cliofen  Moderator. 

When  he  entered  into  his  place,  he  affumed  Mr  Henry  Philip,  Minifter 
of  Arbroth,  to  be  Scribe  without  the  oath  of  fidelitie.  Therafter  a  number 
were  nominated  for  the  privie  conference,  which  was  appointed  to  be  that 
afternoon  ;  and  fo  the  AlTembly  dilFolved  for  that  day. 


Seffio  S"-   1 1  Decembris. 

The  Affcaibly  niett  at  eleven  hours,  and  after  prayer  the  Moderator  ex- 
amined the  whole  Bifliops  and  Commillioners  of  Prefbitries  upon  their 
diligence  in  feeking  the  execution  of  hisMajefties  laws  againfl,  the  Jefuits  and 
excommunicated  Papifts,  of  whom  there  were  fome  given  in  be  everie 
Prefbitrie  in  writte.  There  was  no  diligence  reported  but  excufe  ;  and 
the  chief  excufe  was  upon  the  overfight  granted  to  the  Marquefs  of  Huntlie 
and  his  Ladie.  After  a  fliarp  rebook  given  unto  the  Bifliops  and  the 
Comraiflioners  for  their  negligence,  and  overlight  in  that  point,  the  Affem- 
blie  diffolved  for  that  night,  and  the  Conference  appointed  to  meet  the 
morne  att  8  hours. 

There  were  handled  thefe  points  ;  1.  Anent  the  fupprefling  or  reforming 
of  Papifts  ;  2.  Anent  the  planting  of  all  the  kirks  in  this  land  ;  3.  Anent  the 
remeed  of  the  eyelifts  and  diftradlions  that  were  among  ourfelves  in  the 
Miniftrie  here. 

1.  For  the  fupprefling  and  reforming  of  Papifts. 

The  Papifts  were  ranked  thus.  Some  were  Jefuits,  Priefts,  fayers  and 
hearers  of  Mefle  ;  and  the  whole  number  of  Miniflers  were  pofed  in  con- 
fcience  to  delate  their  names.  Manie  ample  promifes  were  made  and 
conclufions  taken  for  profecuting  the  laws  with  all  rigour  againft  them  ; 
yea  his  Majefties  guarde  here  was  then  to  be  dii"e6led  to  take  and  appre- 
hend them. 

Some  were  recufants  or  not  comnuinicants,  who  were  ordeaned  to  be 
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proceffed  be  the  Kirk  with  all  expedition,  and  their  names  alfo  to  be  givin 
in  with  the  roll  to  the  Counfell,  who  promifed  to  exa6l  the  penaltie  in  the 
law  prefcribed  againft  them,  who  att  leaft  communicat  not  once  everie 
year,  and  no  exceptions  of  perlbns  to  be  j  and  this  to  be  the  civill  punifh- 
ment  without  prejudice  of  our  cenfures  ;  and  promife  made  that  no  letters 
fliall  be  dire6led  from  Counfell,  as  was  wont,  to  ftay  our  difcipline  againft 
anie  perfoun  whatfoever. 

Some  were  Noblemen  contrarie  minded  and  not  as  yett  refolved,  albeit 
they  have  fubfcribed,  fworne,  and  communicated  fome  time  with  us.  Thefe 
were  ordained  with  all  diligence  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  feveral  burghes  to 
hear  the  Word,  confer,  &c.  for  their  better  refolution  ;  and  yett  to  be 
proceffed,  except  they  wait  well  on  and  profited  &c. 

The  Noblemen  fufpe6led  of  Papiflrie  are  ordained  to  be  confined  in  the 
towns  following,  viz.  the  Erie  of  Sutherland,  his  wife,  and  mother,  in 
Innernefs  ;  the  Erie  of  Cathnefs  and  his  Lady  in  Elgine  ;  the  Marquifs  of 
Huntlie,  his  wife  and  bairns,  in  Aberdeen  ;  the  Erie  of  Angus,  his  wife 
and  bairns,  in  Glafgow  ;  the  Erie  of  Hume  and  Lord  Hereis  in  Edinburgh  ; 
the  Lord  Maxwel  in  Lyth  ;  the  Lord  Sample  in  Truing. 

And  that  thefe  things  might  take  effedl  according  to  the  mind  of  that 
meeting,  thefe  two  orders  were  devifed,  1 .  That  a  letter  of  requeft  (hould 
be  formed  and  fent  to  his  Majellie,  for  caufing  the  forefaid  Noblemen 
refort  with  diligence  to  their  feveral  appointed  cities.  2.  That  fome  brother 
be  appointed  ane  Agent  in  everie  Preibitrie,  to  informe  the  Counfell  of  all 
Papills,  Jefuits,  or  Excommunicants  within  their  bounds,  to  raife  Letters, 
to  keep  the  Counfells  dyets,  and  to  fee  the  Counfells  decreits  put  in  execu- 
tion, who  Ihould  be  a  conllant  Moderator  to  be  anfwerable  for  his  diligence 
in  thefe  points  ;  and  for  his  fervice  he  iliall  have  in  penfion  of  his  Majef- 
ties  patrimonie  ane  hundred  Scottilh  pounds,  if  he  be  not  a  Bifhop  in  that 
Prelbytrie  :  Otherwife,  where  the  Bifliop  is,  he  fhall  have  the  burthen 
and  receive  no  gain  therefor. 

The  A6ls  of  the  General  Aflemblie  anent  the  inftru6ling  of  Noblemens 
fons  at  home,  who  palTing  out  of  the  countrie  returne  Papifts,  are  promifed 
to  pafs  be  ftatute  in  the  next  Parliament. 

2.  For  planting  of  Kirks. 

1.  The  Lords  Modifiers  chofen  and  appointed  att  Parliament  promilTed 

6o 
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to  litt  down  att  Edinburgh  the  firft  of  January,  for  modification  of  llipends 
to  the  Abbey  Kirks  of  this  new  eredlion  ;  the  fame  to  be  done  in  Billiops 
Kirks,  and  that  be  reafon  the  adl  of  annexation  was  diffolved  in  their 
favours  in  this  laft  Parliament. 

2.  The  benefices  of  cure,  wherof  Noblemen  have  a  good  part  of  the  rent 
of,  the  Moderators,  Bifliops,  Commiffioners,  are  appointed  to  deale  with 
our  Lords  of  the  College  of  Juftice,  for  obteaning  decreitts  att  leaft  for 
fufBcient  provilion. 

3.  Where  they  are  fraall  benefices  and  fett  in  tacks,  to  deal  with  the 
tackfmen  for  obteaning  augmentation,  and  that  be  offering  unto  them  new 
tacks,  the  grelTome  or  entriffe  fdver  wherof  Oiall  acrefs  to  the  Itipend  in 
all  tyme  comeing,  and  not  be  employed  to  anie  mans  privat  ufe  ;  and  who 
refufeth  augmentation,  or  this  condition,  their  names  to  be  fent  to  his  Ma- 
jeftie,  who  Ihall  take  farther  order  with  them,  or  ellis  their  tacks  to  be  fett 
to  others. 

4.  Where  kirks  are  near  adjacent,  and  aither  mean  in  number  or  provi- 
fion,  then  the  Parliament  fhall  unite  two  in  one,  and  provide  for  them. 

S.   For  takeing  up  the  eyeleifis  among  the  brethren,  the  caufes 
therof  were  tryed  to  be  thefe. 

1.  The  warding  of  the  brethren  now  baniflied  and  fcattered,  wherof  the 
remeed  was  thought  to  be  this,  viz.  a  letter  of  fupplication  was  appointed 
to  be  written  to  his  Majeflie,  and  a  writte  of  information  to  be  formed  be 
fome  of  that  number  who  were  bell  acquainted  with  his  Majeilies  mind  and 
pleafure,  to  be  fent  to  the  brethren  to  acknowledge  their  overfight. 

2.  The  want  of  a  General  Affembly,  which,  with  advice  of  his  Majelties 
Commiffioner  at  that  meeting,  was  appointed  to  be  holden  at  Edinburgh 
on  the  laft  Tuelday  of  July  nixt. 

3.  A  heavie  fufpicion  and  fear  in  all  good  mens  hearts,  that  inbringing 
of  Bifhops  in  our  kirk  fliould  fpoil  us  of  our  difcipline,  &c. 

For  remeed  wherof,  the  Bilhops  protefted  there  was  no  fiich  thing  in 
their  mindes,  and  willinglie  fubmitted  themfelves  in  all  time  comeing  to 
the  judgement  of  the  General  AlFemblie ;  and  that  bis  Majefties  minde 
and  pleafure  was  never  otherwife,  but  that  the  moft  wife  and  grave  men 
might  be  Moderators  of  the  Prefbitries  ad  culpam,  who  lliould  be  fnbjecl 
to  the  judgement  of  the  Provincial  AfTemblies,  without  any  farther  pouei- 
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than  they  had  before,  except  that  his  Majeftie  would  have  them  members 
of  his  Parliament  for  the  Kirk.  Some  objedled  their  non  relidence  within 
their  Diocie,  and  not  preaching  there  where  their  benefice  lay.  They  an- 
fwered,  their  benefices  were  fpilt  and  wanted  prefent  provifion  ;  and  there- 
fore required  a  time  to  feek  the  benefite  of  the  law. 

That  meeting  ordeaned,  that  betuixt  that  time  and  July  nixt,  they  fhould 
either  make  relidence,  or  demitt  their  place  to  others  who  fliould  do  the 
fame. 

Then  came  in  his  Majefties  defire,  that  untill  the  time  that  Papifts  were 
repreffed,  and  jarres  removed  out  of  the  Kirk,  a  conftant  Moderatour 
might  be  appointed  for  everie  Prelbitrie,  becaufe  in  the  changing  of  the 
Moderator  the  diligence  of  executing  the  procels  failed,  becaufe  the  new 
Moderator  was  unacquainted  with  the  former  proceedings.  It  was  an- 
fuered  in  the  privie  conference,  that  all  the  prelbitries  and  everie  brother 
thereof  fhould  know  the  eftate  and  proceedings  of  matters,  and  fo  might  be 
able  to  put  matters  in  execution,  and  much  more  the  fitted  to  be  chofen  to 
the  purpofe,  according  to  the  nature  and  eftate  of  the  affaires  in  hand. 

Mr  Patrick  Galloway  proponed  3  difficulties.  1.  The  prejudging  of  the 
Prelbitries  in  their  free  ele6lion,  who  did  befl;  know  the  qualities  of  their 
members.  2.  The  tyrranizing  of  fuch  a  Moderatour  over  his  brethren,  and 
ufurpation  of  jurifdi6lion  and  authoritie  over  them,  3.  The  prejudice  of  the 
General  AlFembly  in  the  free  nomination  of  CommilTioners  for  everie  Prel- 
bitrie, feeing  by  all  appearance  there  was  no  other  thing  meant  but  to  make 
a  General  Aii'embly  confift  of  Bilhops  and  Moderatours  of  Prefbitries. 

For  removing  of  thefe  difficulties,  it  was  provided,  that  the  Moderator 
fhould  be  anfwerable  to  the  Synod  for  all  his  overfights  and  offences,  and 
removeable  be  them  after  a  lawfull  tryall ;  and  the  worthieil  of  the  Pref- 
bitrie  preferred  to  his  place. 

That  everie  Prefbitrie  flaould  have  free  election  of  two  or  three  Com- 
miffioners  to  everie  AlTembly  ;  and  that  it  fliould  be  in  their  option  to  make 
choife  of  the  Moderator  or  not ;  alwife  all  the  Moderators  are  appointed  to 
be  prefent  at  everie  Affembly. 

Thefe  cautions  being  fett  down,  and  the  articles  fullie  aggried  upon  in 
the  privie  conference,  it  paft  in  open  Affemblie,  and  agreed  upon,  that 
he  who  before  was  named  the  Agent,  Hiould  be  this  conftant  Moderator. 
Two  were  non  liquet ;  4>  refufed  to  vote  as  wanting  commillion ;  125 
Miniflers  agreed. 
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Laft,  There  was  an  admonition  and  exhortation  given  to  all  the  brethren, 
to  entertean  alwife  charity  and  love  among-  themfelves,  and  to  bewar  to 
fpeak  any  thing  unadvil'edly  againft  his  Majelly. 

The  great  CommilKoner  the  Erie  of  Dunbar  thanked  the  Convention 
in  his  Majefties  name,  defired  the  whole  brethren  to  thank  him,  feeing 
they  had  found  all  things  to  their  contentment,  and  pray  for  him  ;  and  to 
make  it  knoun  to  their  brethren  and  people,  I'o  loon  as  they  came  home, 
what  good  was  done  att  that  Convention. 

The  Erles  of  Caffils  and  Eglintown  thinking  all  things  well  done,  delired 
a  copie  of  all  things  concluded  before  their  departure.  It  was  alledged 
that  could  not  inftantlie  be  done.  They  promiled  with  all  diligence  to  go 
to  Edinburgh  and  there  caufe  putt  in  print  all  things  concluded  att  that 
meeting,  that  all  men  might  know  them.    C] 


Seffio  3»-    12  Decembris. 

In  lyke  maner  the  Conference  finding  that  nothing  mair  weakened  the 
credit  and  llrenth  of  the  Minillerie  and  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  againft  Pa- 
pifts,  nor  mair  emboldned  the  adverfai-es  to  goe  fordward  in  their  erronious 
courfe,  than  the  appearances  of  divifion  in  the  Miniftrie  amang  themfelves, 
and  the  alienation  quhilk  feeraeth  to  be  of  his  Majefties  mynd  from  fome 
of  them  :  Therefor,  the  removeing  of  all  eyelyfts  and  fliew  of  divifion 
and  alienation  of  mynds,  either  amang  the  Minifters  themfelves,  or  of  his 
Majefties  good  afifedlion  and  favour  from  any  of  them,  was  thocht  ane  fo- 
veraigne  remedie  for  the  effefilual  fuppreffing  of  Papiftrie.  And  having 
fearched  and  found  out  the  caufe  of  the  diftradlion  and  alienation  of  mynds 
forfaids  in  the  Miniftrie,  to  be  partlie  a  feare  that  Ibme  of  their  brether  was 
of  purpofe  and  vpon  courfe  to  fubvert  the  libertie  and  difcipline  of  the  Kirk 
of  Scotland,  by  removing  their  SelFiouns,  Preiby  tries.  Provincial!  and  Gene- 
rail  AiTemblies,  or  by  vfurping  in  thair  awin  perlbns  fome  fick  tyrranous 
and  vnlawfuU  jurifdielion  as  is  no  wayes  lawfull,  neither  to  be  tolerated  in 
a  truelie  Chriftian  reformed  Kirk,  and  to  fhake  off  that  obedience  to  all 
good  ordour  and  comelines,  eftabliflied  or  to  be  eftabliflied  by  the  laufull 
alTemblies  with  his  Majefties  confent  ;  and  partlie  a  greife  that  fome  of  the 
brether  were  baniflied  foorth  of  his  Majefties  dominions,  and  vthers  dileafed 
be  long  warding  and  relegation  from  their  habitations  and  charges  :     And 


1606.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  1029 

finding  lykewayes  be  the  declaration  of  his  Majefties  conimiffioners,  and 
lick  as  were  privie  to  his  Majeflies  nij  nd,  that  his  Hienes  was  no  lefs  grieved 
with  divers  formes  and  acSlions  of  fome  of  the  Minillrie,  for  not  haveand 
due  regard  and  care  to  vfe  fick  courfe  in  their  adlions  and  adminillratioun 
in  the  Kirk  affaires,  as  might  ferve  to  intertain  a  folid  peace  and  quyetnes 
betweene  his  Majeftie  and  them,  as  lykewayes  mutuallie  amang  themfelves  ; 
and  in  fpeciall,  that  the  charge  of  that  governement  was  oftentymes  and 
alraoft  ordinarlie  committed  to  fick  as,  for  lake  of  wifdome  and  experience, 
was  no  wayes  able  to  keip  their  eftate  in  any  good  frame  or  quyetnes, 
quhervnto  his  Majeftie  imputed  the  chiefeft  caufe  of  all  the  greifes  and 
troubles  quhilk  had  fallen  out  this  lang  tyme  amangft  the  JNIiniftrie  them- 
felves, or  any  offence  given  be  any  of  them  to  his  Majeftie  ;  and  that  his 
Majeftie  could  not  be  fatiffied  quhill  this  inconvenient  were  firft  removed, 
and  a  faithfull  remedie  provyded,  that  heirafter  the  lyke  fould  not  full  out, 
quhilk  his  Majeftie  fummarlie  comprehended  in  this,  if  the  affaires  of  the 
Kirk  fould  be  adminiftrat  be  the  wyfeft  and  uioft  godlie  ;  wheranent  alfo 
his  Majefties  fpeciall  overture  as  heirafter  followes,  was  proponed. 

It  is  his  Majefties  advyfe  to  this  Affemblie,  and  pleafure,  that  prefentlie 
ther  be  nominal  in  everie  Prelbyterie  ane  of  the  moll  godlie  and  moll  grave, 
of  greateft  authoritie  and  experience,  and  meiteft  for  governement,  to  haue 
the  moderation  of  his  Prelbyterie  quhere  he  remaines,  till  the  prefent 
llurres  and  fyre  of  dilTention  qwhilk  is  amangs  the  Minillrie,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  authoritie  and  credit  [of  the  fame,]  and  the  hinderance  of 
the  Gofpell,  and  his  Majefties  high  oft'ence,  be  quenflied  and  taken  away  ; 
and  the  noblemen  and  others  profefting  Papiftrie  within  this  kingdorae  [be 
either  reduced  to  the  true  profellion  and  obedience  of  the  Gofpell,  or  ellis] 
fo  repreft  by  juftice  and  execution  of  lawes,  or  be  the  labours  of  the  Mini- 
llrie and  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  that  they  be  not  able  to  hinder  the  courfe 
of  the  Gofpell,  or  ftrenthen  and  encourage  the  credit  and  power  [of  falfe 
religion,  and  that  the  chiefeft  burthen  of  delation  of  the  laid  Papills,  and 
folillation  for  juftice  and  execution]  of  laws  againfl  them  be  committed  unto 
the  faids  Moderators,  and  that  the  Bifliops  in  the  Prefbyteries  quher  they 
are  refident  in  ane  of  the  kirks  of  the  Bifliopric,  have  this  care  and  burden 
committed  vnto  them  ;  and  feeing  that  it  will  crediblie  fall  out  that  in  the 
Prelbytries,  through  the  greatnes  of  parties  and  the  langfumnes  and  diffi- 
cultie  of  procefTe,  the  faids  Moderators  will  fometymes  be  conftrained  to 
referre  the  doing  heirof  to  the  Provinciall  Affemblie  and  the  ^Moderators 
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therof :  It  is  therfor  his  Majefties  advyfe  and  pleafure  that  the  modera- 
tion of  the  Provinciall  Aflemblie,  and  perfewing  of  actions  of  greateft  diffi- 
cultie  be  committed  vnto  the  BiQiop  makand  lawful!  refidence  within  the 
faid  province,  or  to  the  worthielt  of  them  quhen  it  fall  happen  moe  than 
ane  to  be  in  ane  province,  in  refpedl  that  bis  Majeftie  hes  bellowed  vpon 
them  moyane  and  places,  quberby  they  may  be  able  to  beare  out  the  charges 
and  burdein  of  difficile  and  dangerous  afilions  quhilk  other  miniflers  were 
not  able  to  fullane,  and  lykewayes,  by  their  credit  and  place  in  counfell, 
are  able  in  fick  caufes,  to  procure  greater  celeritie  and  execution  of  juftice 
as  in  fick  cal'es  will  be  requifite,  than  vthers. 

The  Conference  having  advyled,  firtt,  anent  the  taking  away  of  the  for- 
faids  feirs  and  fufpitions,  and  latiI"fa6lion  of  the  griefes,  and  willing  to  vn- 
derftand  of  his  Majeflies  Commiffioners,  and  fick  as  latelie  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  his  Majefties  intentions,  and  willing  lykewife  to  heare  the 
declaration  of  the  Bifhops  heiranent  as  touching  their  awin  intentions  and 
purpofes  in  this  errand  :  It  was  declareit,  that  it  was  not  in  any  vvayes  his 
Majefties  purpofe  and  intention  to  fubvert  and  overthrow  the  prefent  dif- 
cipline  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  but  rather  to  augment  and  ftrenthen  the 
famen  fo  farre  as  it  could  ferve  for  the  well  of  the  Gofpell  and  the  reftraint 
of  vyce,  and  to  fie  fick  eyelills  and  offences  as  in  the  adminiftration  therof 
was  the  occafion  of  juft  mifcontentment  vnto  his  Majeftie,  and  a  hinderance 
to  the  credit  and  authoritie  of  the  miniftrie  [among  the  people,  and  amongft 
the  Miniftry]  themfelves,  removed  and  tane  away  be  fick  good  overtures 
as  is  above  expreffed. 

In  figne  quherof,  as  ther  is  nothing  done  in  derogation  of  the  balding 
of  the  Sefiions,  the  Preibytries  and  Provinciall  Affemblies,  fo  it  was  never 
his  Majefties  intention,  but  that  the  keiping  of  Generall  Affemblies  at  cer- 
taine  competent  tynies  was,  and  is  a  moft  necelFarie  mean  for  the  prefiirvation 
of  peace  and  vnion  in  the  Kirk,  and  extermination  of  all  herefie  and  fchifme 
in  the  fame  :  Therfor  his  Majeftie  doeth  graciouflie  declare,  that  as  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  doeth  ftill  ftand  in  full  force  and  effe6l  for  the  conveining 
of  AlTemblies  anes  everic  geir  by  liis  Majefties  diredlion,  fo  it  is  his  Majef- 
ties will  that  the  day  of  conveining  the  next  Aftembly  falbe  at  Edinburgh 
the  laft  Tuefday  of  July. 

Siclyke,  the  haill  Bifliops  declarit  that  it  was  not  their  intention  to  vfurpe 
and  exerce  any  tyrannous  and  vnlawfuU  jurifdi6lion  and  ])ower  over  the 
brethren,    nor  to   ingyre   themfelves   any  waves  vnlawfuUie   in  the  Kirks 
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g-overnment,  or  any  part  therof,  farder  nor  fall  be  committed  to  them  be 
the  Prelbytries,  Provincial!  or  General!  Affemblies  ;  and  if  it  fould  liappen 
to  fall  out  that  they,  or  any  of  them,  fould  be  found  to  doe  the  contrair, 
then,  and  in  that  cafe,  they  were  content  to  fubmitt  themfelves  vnto 
the  cenfure  of  the  Kirk  als  hinnblie  as  any  other  of  the  brether  of  the 
miniilrie. 

In  lykemaner,  it  was  declared  that  his  Majeftie,  according  to  his  accuf- 
tomed  longanimitie  and  patience  towards  iick  as  happened  to  ofifend  him  of 
the  miniftrie,  had  delayed  for  a  verie  lang  tyme  to  give  foorth  any  fentence 
againft  the  brether  now  baniflied,  flill  hopeing'  that  by  their  good  behaviour 
and  humble  fute  for  his  Hienes  pardon  and  favour,  his  Majeftie  might  have 
occafion  to  fliew  his  clemencie  towards  them  ;  and  albeit  his  Majeftie  beand 
juftlie  provocked,  was  moved  to  give  forth  his  will  anent  their  banifhment, 
get  imediatlie,  being  requeiiled  in  their  favours  be  the  Billiops  and  other 
brethren  there  prefent  with  them,  it  pleafed  his  Majeftie  to  declare,  that 
their  want  of  his  favour  proceidit  upon  their  awin  default,  quho  had  never 
humbled  themfelves  to  feek  his  pardon  as  became  them. 

In  refpedl  quherof  it  was  thought  meit  to  diredl  the  Biftiop  of  Aberdeen, 
Mrs  Patrick  Sharp,  Patrick  Gallaway,  Robert  Wilkie,  John  Struchane, 
John  Hall,  John  Hay,  with  the  Moderator  of  the  Affemblie,  to  write  a 
letter  to  the  faid  brether  in  their  name,  [givand  them  advyce  fo  to  frame  and 
fend  their  humble]  fute  to  his  Majeftie  for  his  pardon  and  favour  to  them  as 
may  give  his  Majeftie  greateft  fatiffafilion,  and  that  the  AiTemblie  earneftlie 
requeirted  his  Majefties  Commiftioners  and  vlhers  Noblemen  employed  be 
his  Majeftie  to  this  Afl'emblie,  fo  I'oone  as  their  faid  fupplication  fould  come 
from  them  of  the  tenor  forfaid,  to  concurre  be  their  credit  and  intercef- 
lion  with  his  Majeftie,  to  procure  them  to  be  partakers  of  that  gracious 
favour  quhilk  his  Majeftie  at  no  tyme  heirtofoir  refufed  to  any  of  that 
profeiTion  quhom  hefaiid  willing  to  acknowledge  and  amend  their  overfight, 
and  have  recourfe  to  his  clemencie ;  for  the  quhilk  declaration  the  Confer- 
ence praifed  God,  and  thoght  good  that  the  brethren  fould  be  written  to 
as  is  befoir  faid,  and  be  the  brethrin  befoir  named. 

Thereafter,  having  conlidered  the  overture  proponed  to  them  in  his 
Majefties  name,  and  finding  it  in  lliew,  to  carie  fome  appeirance  of  nova- 
tion in  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  and  fearing  that  it  might  bring  with  it 
fome  inconvenients  :  Therfor  the  Conference  wold  not  take  on  them  to 
determine  their  advyce  theranent,    quhill  firft  the    mater    were    exadllie 
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reafoned  in  their  prefence,  and  fufficient  remeid  provyded  for  preventing-  all 
inconvenients  [which]  might  [be  feared  to]  follow  thereupon  :  Whereupon 
a  good  number  of  the  mod  learned,  godlie,  and  wifeft  of  the  brethren  of 
the  Conference,  being-  appointed  to  reafon  and  heare  ane  after  another  ;  and 
having  exa6lly  and  at  good  length  reafoned  and  examined  quhatfumever 
inconvenients  might  follow  upon  the  eilabliihing  of  the  faid  overture,  it 
was  confidered  and  found  at  laft  be  ane  vniverfall  voyce  and  confent  of  the 
whole  Conference,  but  contradi6lion,  that  the  faid  overture  was  both  wife  and 
godlie,  and  tending  many  wayes  to  the  well  of  the  Kirk  :  Provydeing  that 
certaine  cautions  were  obferved  for  preventing  fuch  evils  as  might  happen 
to  fall  out  in  cafe  the  laid  Moderators,  or  any  of  them,  [ihould]  either 
arrogantlie  prefume  to  vl'urpe  any  farder  power  in  the  faids  Prefbyteries 
and  Ail'emblies  than  it  is  comelie  and  lawfull  for  Moderators  in  fick  caufes 
to  doe,  and  prefently  ufe,  without  innovating  and  altering  at  their  owne 
fantallies,  and  at  their  owne  hands,  the  cuflome  that  the  difcreit  Moderators 
have  vfed  and  aught  to  vfe  in  that  place,  or  utherwayes  be  found  remiffe 
in  proponeing  or  profecuting  any  good  purpofe  or  overtures  quhilk  fould  be 
given  in  be  the  brethren  or  any  of  them  to  the  faids  Prefbyteries  and  AlFem- 
blies  :  and  according  to  the  doubts  quhilk  in  reafoning  were  found  out  and 
feared,  the  cautions  following  were  aggried  upon  : 

1.  That  it  be  provyded  that  the  Moderators  of  Prelbytries  and  Provinciall 
AlTemblies  to  be  nominat  and  cholen  according  to  his  Majefties  overtures, 
fall  prefume  to  doe  nothing  in  the  Prelbytries  and  Provinciall  AfFemblies 
where  they  moderate,  without  the  fpeciall  advyfe  and  confent  of  thair 
brethren. 

2.  That  the  adls  of  the  General!  AfTemblies  and  caveats  therein  pre- 
fcrybed  anent  Bilhops  be  obferved. 

3.  That  they  fall  vfe  no  jurifdidlion  or  power  farder  than  the  Moderators 
of  Prefbytries  and  Provinciall  Affemblies  has  bein  in  ufe  of,  be  the  confti- 
tutions  of  the  Kirk  befoir. . 

4.  In  cafe  it  fall  happen  the  Moderators  of  Prefbyteries  or  Provinciall 
Affemblies  to  be  abfent  the  time  of  thair  convention,  then  it  fall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  faids  Provincialls  and  Prefbytries,  to  nominate  and  choofe  out 
the  wifell  and  graveft  of  their  brether,  to  moderate  their  meitings  in  abfence 
of  the  faids  Moderators. 

5.  Quhen  the  place  of  the  Moderator  in  any  Prefbyterie  fall  happen  to 
vaike,  the  eledlion  of  another  to  liicceed  in  his  rowme,  fall  be  made  be  the 
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whole  Provinciall  Affemblie,    with  confent  of  his  Majefties  Comniiinoners, 
if  any  happen  to  be  there  prefent  for  the  tyme. 

6.  And  quhen  any  of  the  I'aids  Moderators  I'all  happen  to  depart  this  life 
betuixt  Airemblies,  it  fall  be  lawfuU  to  the  Prelbyteries  to  nominal  ane  of 
the  graveft  and  worthiett  of  their  number  to  continue  in  the  Moderation 
of  the  Preibyterie  quhill  the  nixt  Provinciall  Affemblie. 

7.  The  Moderators  of  the  Prelbyteries  fall  be  fubieft  to  the  tryall  and 
cenlure  of  the  Provincialls  ;  and  in  cafe  it  fall  happen  that  they  be  found 
to  have  been  reiuifle  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duetie,  or  [to  have  prefumed] 
to  vfurpe  over  their  brethren  any  farder  power  than  is  given  them  be  the 
AlFemblie,  it  fall  be  ane  caufe  to  them  of  deprivation  from  their  office  of 
Moderation,  and  they  iall  be  depryved  therefra  be  the  faids  Provincialls. 

8.  In  lykemaner,  the  Moderator  of  the  Provinciall  Affemblie  fall  be 
tryed  and  cenfured  be  the  Generall  Affemblie ;  and  if  he  be  found  there, 
or  to  have  been  remiffe  from  his  office  of  Moderation,  or  to  have  vfurjjed 
any  liirder  power  nor  the  fimple  place  of  ane  Moderator,  he  fall  be  depryved 
fra  his  laid  office  of  Moderation  be  the  Generall  Affemblie. 

9.  That  the  Tvloderator  of  ilk  Preibyterie  and  Provinciall  Affemblie, 
with  their  Scrybes,  being  chofen,  faithfuU,  wife,  and  forraall  men,  be  ailriftit 
to  be  prefent  at  all  Generall  Aflemblies  as  members  therof,  and  to  have 
the  Kegifter  of  the  a6ls  and  proceiding  of  the  Prefbytries  and  Provincialls 
there  prefent  with  them,  that  their  fidolitic  and  diligence  may  be  fein  be 
the  Generall  Affemblie,  and  the  eftate  of  the  countrey  therby  knawen. 

10.  That  it  fall  be  leifum  to  ilk  Preibyterie  to  lend  Commillioners  to 
the  Generall  Affemblie,  by  and  attour  the  Moderator  and  Scrybe,  two  or 
thrie,  according  to  the  a6t  of  the  General  Affemblie  anent  the  Commil- 
lioners from  Prelbitrics  to  General  Affemblies,  if  they  fall  think  it  ex- 
pedient. 

11.  That  it  is  heirby  declared,  that  notwitbftanding  of  any  thing  done  at 
this  tyme,  the  Seffions,  Prelbyteries,  Provinciall  and  Generall  Affemblies, 
are  to  be  obferved,  keiped,  and  obeyed  as  they  have  bein  heirtofoir. 

12.  That  the  Moderator  of  the  Generall  Alfemblie  be  chofen  be  vote  of 
the  faid  Alfemblie,  certaine  leits  being  firll  nominal  and  proponed  frielie, 
as  vfe  hes  bein  in  tymes  bypaft, 

13.  That  in  everie  Provinciall  Affemblie  quher  there  is  no  Bifliop  mak- 
and  adluallie  lawfull  reiidence,   and  haveand  the  Moderation  of  ane  of  the 

6p 


1034  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1606. 

Prefbyteries,  the  Moderators  of  the  Frefbyteries  withia  the  faid  Province 
beand  proponed  on  leitt,  the  meitell  of  them  fall  be  chofen  be  the  faid  Ai- 
femblie  Moderator  thereof,  his  Majeflies  Commiifioners  confent  there  pre- 
fent  beand  had  therto. 

And  farder,  the  Conference  having  examined  the  rolls  of  ilk  Prefljyterie, 
to  lie  if  any  was  meiter  to  vie  the  office  of  moderation  than  thefe  quhilk 
befoir  hes  bein  norainat  to  have  the  care  of  the  delation  of  Papifls  and 
vncommunicants,  they  fand  in  their  judgement,  that  the  fame  perfons  was 
of  all  vthers,  in  everie  Prelbyterie,  meitell  alfweill  to  moderat  as  to  haiie 
care  of  delation  forlaid  ;  referveand  alwayes  vnto  the  Miniflers  of  ilk  Pref- 
byterie  here  conveinit,  their  awne  priviledge  and  power,  to  nominat  vnto 
the  Affemblie  a  meiter,  if  any  be  in  the  Prelbyterie,  for  the  moderation : 
And  therefore  the  faid  Conference  finds  it  expedient,  that  the  perfons  for- 
faids  accept  and  take  vpou  them  prefentlie  the  faid  office  of  moderation 
within  the  Prelbyteries  refpe6live,  and  that  the  Prelbyteries  embrace  and 
allow  of  them  ;  and  for  this  effe6t,  that  the  faids  Moderators  and  Prelby- 
teries be  requeifled  thervnto  earnelllie  be  this  Affemblie,  and  if  neid  beis, 
lykev/ayis  charged,  that  the  Kirk  of  God  be  not  long  frullrat  of  the  com- 
fortable effects  that  the  forfaid  ordour  is  able  fliortlie,  be  the  grace  of  God, 
to  produce. 

This  overture  beand  proponed  and  declared  at  lenth  in  prefence  of  the 
full  Affemblie,  everie  article  and  held  therof  was  with  ane  vniform  confent 
and  allowance  approved  of  all,  without  contradidlion,  except  only  fo  farre 
as  concerned  the  Moderators  in  moderating  of  Prelbyteries,  and  their  con- 
tinuance in  the  office  of  the  Moderation  begond  the  accullomed  tyme, 
fjuheranent  certaine  doubts  beand  proponit  and  latiffied,  and  the  Bifliops 
haveand  given  their  declaration  foorth  of  their  awne  mouthes  anent  their 
intentions  and  purpofe,  to  be  fubie6l  unto  the  a6ls  and  caveats  of  the 
Generall  Affemblie,  and  to  make  refidence  within  fuch  a  fpace  as  Ibuld  be 
limitated  to  everie  ane  of  them  be  this  prefent  Affemblie  ;  and  if  it  fould 
be  found  expedient  for  the  well  of  the  Kirk,  that  other  meiter  and  more 
worthie  than  they  to  poffeHe  and  occupie  their  places,  to  demitt  their  be- 
nefices at  the  pleafure  of  the  Airemblie  ;  his  Majefties  confent  [and  appro- 
batione]  beand  had  thereto,  wherein  they  promifed,  and  if  neid  were,  to 
be  earnell  fuiters  at  his  Majelties  hands.  Lykeas  fome  of  them  declared, 
that  they  had  alreadie  molt  humblie  craved  the  fame  of  his  Majellie  for  the 
refpecl  they  had  to  take  away  all   offence  from  their  brethren,  provj'ding 
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alwayes  if  aither,  vpon  his  Majefties  advyfe  or  ])ropo(ition  to  the  AffembUe, 
or  their  awne  fupplication,  the  Generall  Affeiiiblie  be  moved  heiraftcr,  to 
grant  tlieni  any  relaxation  of  any  of  the  caveats,  qnhilk  vpon  good  realbn 
might  appeare  to  the  faid  Affemblie  to  be  over  flrait,  tliat  this  their  promife 
iall  make  no  derogation  to  the  libertie  quhilk  the  Airemblie  heirafter  i'all 
be  moved  to  grant  them. 

It  was  voted,  and  be  plnralitie  of  votes  concluded,  to  witt,  his  Majefties 
Commifiioners,  whole  Nobilitie,  Erles,  and  Barrons,  to  the  number  of 
threttie-three,  together  with  ane  hundreth  twentie  and  faxe  of  the  Miniftrie 
votting  affirmative,  that  the  laid  overture  anent  the  continuance  of  the 
Moderators  quhill  the  prefent  diviiion  of  the  kirk  be  removed,  and  the 
whole  brethren  broght  to  that  unitie  of  raynd  and  affeelion  quhilk  is  agree- 
able to  their  calling,  and  may  ferve  bell  to  the  furtherance  of  the  caufe  of 
God,  and  overthrow  of  all  contrarie  caufe,  and  the  Papitts  als  fullie  repreft 
or  brocht  to  the  obedience  of  the  Gofpell,  fould  paffe  and  be  ena6led  as  ane 
of  the  conclufions  of  this  Affemblie ;  the  forfaids  caveats  beand  alwayes 
keiped  be  everie  ane  of  the  faids  Moderators,  and  the  contraveiners  cen- 
fured  and  punifhed  as  is  befor  expreffed  ;  foure  only  of  the  whole  Affemblie 
be  their  votes  difaffenting  therfra,  and  vther  foure  refuling  to  vote  for  want 
of  commiffion  fra  their  prefbyteries,  and  twa  beand  non  liquet. 

Extra6l  foorth  of  the  Book  of  the  A6ls  of  the  Affemblie  at  Lynlithgow, 
and  fubfcryvit  be  the  Moderator  and  Scrybe  thereof. 

Sic  Subfcribitur, 
James  Nicolfone,  Moderator. 
Mailer  Hendrie  Philp,  Scrybe. 


The  Names  of  the  Moderators  of  Presbyteries. 

Jetland.     Mr  James  Pitcairne. 

Orknay.     The  Bifliop  of  Orknay,  in  his  abfence  Thomas  Swin- 
tone,  vpon  his  expenfes. 

Caithnes.     The  Bifliop  of  Caithnes,   and  in  his  abfence  Mr  Sa- 
muel Bruce,  vpon  the  Bifhops  expenfes. 
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Taine.     Mr  Johne  Ros. 

Ardmannath.     Mr  George  Monro,   to  be  payed  by  the  Bifhop 
of  Ros  quhill  he  be  refident  ther  himfelfe. 

Innernes.     Mr  James  Bifchop, 

FoRiiES.     Mr  James  Dundas. 

Elgin.     The  Bifliop  of  Murray. 

DuMBENNAN.     Mr  Robert  Hay,  and  failseing  of  him  Mr  George 
Chalmers. 

CuLLEN.     Mr  George  Douglas. 

Bamff.     Mr  George  Hay. 

Deir.     Mr  Abraham  Sibbald. 

Ellone.     Mr  John  Reid. 

Garioch.     Mr  Robert  Burnett. 

Aufurd.     Mr  Alexander  Guthrie. 

KiNKARDiN  Oneill.     Mr  John  Strauchane. 

Aberdein,     The  BiQiop  of  Aberdein. 

Mernes.     Mr  Andro  Ramfay. 

Brechin.     Mr  Dugall  Campbell. 

Aberbrothok.     Mr  Arthur  Futhie. 

DuNDiE.     Mr  John  Ramfay. 
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Megle.     Mr  James  Nicolfone. 

Perth.     Mr  Alex.  Lindelay. 

DuNKELD.     Mr  William  Glafs. 

CouPER.     Mr  William  Scot,  and  till  his  return  Mr  Johne  Cald- 
cleuch. 

Sanct  Androis.     The   Bifliop  of  Sandl  Andrews,  and    in   his 
abfence  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  to  be  payit  be  the  Bifliop. 

KiRKADiE.     Mr  John  Michelfone. 

DuNFERMLiNG.     Mr  John  Fairfull. 

AucHTERARDOUR.     Mr  John  Davidfone. 

Striviling.     Mr  Patrick  Simfone. 

Lynlithgow.     Mr  Robert  Cornwall. 

Edinburgh.     Mr  John  Hall. 

Dalkeith.     Mr  George  Ramfay. 

Haddingtoun.     Mr  James  Carmichaell. 

Dunbar.     Mr  Edward  Hepburne. 

Chirnesyde.     Mr  John  Clappertoun. 

Dunce.     Mr  David  Hoome, 

Melros.     Mr  John  Knox. 

Kelso.     Mr  James  Knox. 
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Jedburt.     Mr  John  Abernethie. 

TwiDAiLL.     Mr  James  Logane. 

Lanerick.     Mr  William  Birnie. 

Hamiltoun.     Mr  Robert  Dalkeith. 

Glasgow.     The  Bilhop  of  Glafgow,    and  in  his  abfence  Mr  Pa- 
trick Sharp. 

Paislay.     Mr  John  Hay. 

Dumbarton.     Mr  John  Blackbiirne,   and   quhill   he   make  refi- 
dence,  Mr  William  Stewart. 

Air.     Mr  John  Inglis. 

Irwing.     Mr  Alexander  Scrimgeor. 

Dumfries.     Mr  Thomas  Ramfay. 

KiRKUDBRiGHT.     The  Bifliop  of  Galloway,   and  in  his  abfence, 
Mr  Robert  Glandynning. 

WiGTOUN.     Mr  James  Adamfone. 

Argyle.     The  Bifliop  of  Argyle. 

Isles.     Mr  Robert  Steuart  in  abfence  of  the  Bifhop,  and  on  his 
expenfes. 

Extract. 

James  Nicolfone,  Moderator. 
Matter  Hendrie  Philp,  Scrybe. 
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Followetli  the  tenour  of  Letters  of  Charge  to  Preibytries  to  accept 
conftant  Moderatours. 

James  by  the  grace  of  God  &c.  For  as  much  as  at  the  General  Af- 
feinblie  of  the  Kirk  keeped  at  our  Burgh  of  Linlithgow,  in  the  month  of 
December  lall,  and  alFifted  be  a  very  frequent  number  of  the  Nobility, 
Counfel,  and  Barons  of  the  Kingdorae,  it  was  thought  very  meet  and  ex- 
pedient, and  in  end  concluded,  and  aggreed  with  uniform  confent  of  the 
Affemblie,  that  for  the  well  of  the  Kirk,  and  flaying  of  the  grouth  and 
number  of  Papifls  in  this  our  Kingdome,  there  fliould  be  a  conflant  Mo- 
derator for  a  certain  fpace  nominated  in  every  Prelbytrie,  who  Ihould 
have  the  charge  to  inform  the  Lords  of  our  Secret  Counfell  of  all  Papifts 
and  recufants  in  their  bounds,  and  to  fute  the  execution  of  our  lawsagainll 
them,  as  in  that  Adl  made  thereupon  at  length  is  contained  :  Which 
being  feen,  and  confidered  be  lis,  we  have  not  only  allowed  and  approved 
the  fame,  and  interponed  our  authority  thereto;  but  have  recommended 
to  our  Counfell,  that  they  have  a  fpecial  care  and  reguard  to  fee  the  liime 

receive  due  obedience  and  execution  ;  likeas was  nominated 

and  appointed  Moderator  of  the  Prelbytrie  of And  albeit  it  was 

hoped  that  this  godlie  and  neceffar  conclulion,  importing  fo  highly  the 
well  of  the  Kirk,  Oiould  have  been  with  all  thankfullnefs  received  and 
embraced  be  the  I'relbytries  of  this  our  kingdome  :  neverthelefs  the  Mini- 

fters  of  the  Prefbytries  of for  what  caufe  we  know  not,  refufe, 

at  leaft  delay  to  receive  the  laid  Moderator,  and  conforme  themfelves  to 
the  ordinance  and  conclulion  forefaid,  the  continuance  whereof  will  al- 
together make  the  fame  ineffe6lua],  without  remeed  be  provided.  Our 
will  is  herefor,  and  we  charge  you  flraitly  and  command,  that  incontinent 
thei'e  our  Letters  feen,  ye  pals,  and  in  our  name  and  authority  command 

and  charge all  Miniilers  of  the  Prefliytrie  of  .  .  . 

.  .  .  and  their  Clerk  of  the  faid  Preil)ytrie,  to  conform  themfelves  to  the 
ordinance  and  conclufion  of  the  laid  Airembiie,  and  to  receive  their  laid 
Moderator,  and  to  acknowledge  him  in  all  things  dew  to  the  priviledge 
of  that  office,  without  excule  or  delay,  within  24  hours  next  after  they  be 
charged  be  you  thereto,  under  the  pain  of  rebellion,  and  putting  of  them 
to  our  horn  ;  and  if  they  fail  therein,  the  faid  fpace  being  bypalt,  that  ye 
incontinent  thereafter  denounce  the  diffobeyers  our  rebells,  and  put  them  to 
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our  horn,  and  elcheat  and  inbring  all  their  movable  goods  to  our  ule  for 
their  contemption.  The  which  to  doe  we  committ  to  you  conjuntSlly  and 
feverally  our  full  power  be  thefe  our  Letters,  delivering  them  be  you  dewly 
executed,  and  indorfed  again  to  the  bearer. 

Givin  under  our  Signet  at  Edinburgh  the  vi  day  of  January, 
and  of  our  reigne  the  44-  year  1607. 

Per  a6lum  Secreti  Confilij.    James  Primrofe. 


Proclamation  for  proroguing  the  General  Affembly  indicted  at  Linlithgow 
to  be  holden  at  Halyrudhous  the  lall  Tuefday  of  Julie. 

James  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  &c.  :  For 
as  much  as  the  increafe  of  the  adverfaries  of  the  trutli,  and  contraric  pro- 
feffours,  has  proceeded  of  nothing  fo  much  as  of  the  diffention  of  the  Mini- 
ftrie  of  our  kingdome  of  Scotland,  fome  of  them  by  natural  inclination  be- 
ing enemys  of  quietnefs,  and  turbulent  fpirits,  making  choice  rather  to 
drink  in  mudie  water,  than  to  talle  of  the  clear  fountain,  being  emboldened 
be  reafon  of  the  focietie  of  a  great  many  others  who  being  guiltie  of  them- 
felves,  of  their  own  unworthienefs,  and  I'mall  gifts  in  that  refpedl,  out  of 
all  hope  of  preferrment,  and  therupon  envayous,  and  uncharitable  toward 
their  brethren  of  the  bell  quality  ;  and  all  of  them  runne  and  concur  to- 
gether like  a  headflrong  faction  to  uphold  and  maintain  an  anarchic,  and 
thereby  to  induce  diforder  and  confulion  in  that  Church,  to  the  great  hin- 
drance of  the  progrefs  of  the  Gofpel,  and  diflionour  and  fcandal  of  the  pro- 
feflburs  thereof:  Whereupon  we  of  our  princely  care  and  fathei-ly  affe6lion 
to  the  peace  of  the  Kirk,  ueiiring  rather  in  them  to  extinguifli  the  fire  of  di- 
vilion,  than  to  fuffer  it  to  grow  to  any  confufion,  and  being  ever  willing  to  an 
uniformity  of  minds  and  afFedlions,  did  thereupon  appoint  a  moil  grave,  fre- 
quent and  ferious  Affemblie,  to  be  keeped  at  Linlithgow  in  December  laft  by- 
paft,  of  a  great  number  of  the  moll  godlie,  zealous  and  well  affefted  of  the 
Nobility,  Counfel,  and  fmall  Barons,  from  all  the  parts  of  that  our  kingdome, 
as  alfo  the  moll  learned  and  experienced,  wife,  godlie,  and  difcreet  of  the  Mi- 
niftrie,  from  all  the  Preibytries  in  great  number,  by  whofe  travels,  care,  and 
witdome,  every  occalion  and  pretext  of  griefe  was  in  fuch  moderation  and 
godlinefs  removed,  that  as  the  feme  did  yield  us  contentment,  fo  was  every 
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thing  done  in  that  AITemblie  with  a  great  and  general  applaufe  of  all,  giv- 
ing great  hopes,  that  from  that  fiirth  there  fliould  be  nothing  found  but 
unitie  and  concord  in  the  Kirk,  and  that  all  their  meetings  thereafter 
fhould  be  full  of  peace  and  love  ;  and  thereupon,  be  our  fpecial  warrant 
and  allowance,  it  was  fpecially  appointed,  that  the  nixt  General  Affemblie 
fliould  be  conveened  and  holden  at  Halyrudhous,  the  laft  Tuefday  of  July 
nixt  to  come  :  But  we  now  perceiving,  that,  by  the  means  of  thefe  evil 
difpofed,  turbulent,  and  contentious  fpirits,  all  the  proceedings  of  that  Af- 
femblie are  brought  in  queftion,  and  traduced  ;  and  by  fome  no  obedience 
given,  and  by  others  dire6l  oppolition  made  to  the  A6ls  concluded  at  that 
time,  and  therewith  among  the  brethren  fuch  dillra6lion  of  minds,  and 
bitter  exafpei'ations  one  againil  another  ;  and  howfoever  the  meeting  of  the 
brethren,  if  it  were  in  love  and  peace  and  unity,  no  doubt  would  be  good  in 
that  Kirk  j  fo  there  is  no  queftion,  but  their  conveening  with  a  preoccupyed 
mind  fraught  with  envy  and  malice,  would  give  the  enemys  too  much  advan- 
tage to  enter  by  that  breach  of  their  difcord  and  divifion,  to  make  themfelves 
ftrong,  and  weaken  them  :  Therefor,  we,  to  preveen  the  danger  that  is  im- 
minent to  the  eftate  of  the  Kirk  by  the  diftra6lion  of  mens  affedlions  there- 
in ;  and  that  the  General  AITemblie  may  be  keeped  with  the  greater  tran- 
quility and  peace,  have  thought  meet  and  expedient,  the  whole  Provincial 
AiTemblies,  within  that  our  kingdom,  fliall  be  keeped  and  holden  at  their 
ordinary  places  of  meeting  the  4>  of  Auguft  next  to  come  ;  and  that  in 
every  one  of  the  faids  AlFemblies  there  be  chofen  two  of  the  moft  godlie, 
peaceable,  wife,  and  grave,  of  the  beft  experience  of  their  number,  with 
power  and  comminion  to  conveen  at  Halyrudhous,  the  27  of  Auguft  next 
to  coa)e,  with  the  remanent  CommilTioners  of  the  Provinces,  and  with  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  General  Alfembly,  and  inch  of  our  Ceunfel  as  it 
fliall  pleafe  us  to  nominat  for  that  effedl,  there  to  confer,  reafon,  and  con- 
clude, by  common  advice,  upon  the  moft  convenient  remedys  againft  thefe 
evils,  which,  for  lake  of  fufficient  preparation,  might  fall  out  at  the  laid 
General  Affembly,  that  thereafter  the  fame  being  holden  and  keeped  in 
inch  a  quiet  and  peaceable  manner  as  might  bring  true  comfort  to  the 
godlie,  and  terrour  to  the  wicked  :  And,  in  the  mean  time,  we  have 
thought  expedient,  that  the  General  AITemblie,  which  was  to  be  holden, 
be  prorogued  to  the  24  of  November  nixt  to  come  ;  and  that  no  peribn 
prefume  to  keep  the  faid  Aflemblie  in  any  place  wliatfomever,  untill  the 
time  that  the  Commiffioners  from  the  Synods  firft  proceed  in  their  meet- 

6q 
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ing  ;  and  we  have  appointed  the  place  of  keeping  the  faid  General  AOTera- 
blie  to  be  in  Dundie  the  day  forefaid.  Our  will  is  herefor,  and  we  charge 
you  ftraitly  and  command,  that  incontinent  thir  our  letters  feen  ye  pafs, 
and,  in  our  name  and  authority,  make  publication  and  intimation  hereof 
be  open  Proclamation  &c.  Certifying  all  fuch  as  upon  any  pretext  what- 
fomever  fliall  prefume  to  conveen  and  alFemble  themfelves,  contrare  to  the 
tenor  and  intent  of  this  our  Proclamation,  they  fliall  be  puniflied  and  pro- 
ceeded againlt,  as  contemners  and  difobeyers  of  this  our  moll  royal  com- 
mandment. 

Given  under  our  Signet  at  our  Court  of  Greenwich  the  '24  of 
May,  and  of  our  Reigne  the  45  years. 


Proclamation  by  the  King,  for  proroguing  the  General  AITemblie. 

James  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ire- 
land, Defender  of  the  Faith,  To  our  Lovites,  &c.  For  as  much  as  the 
General  Aflemblie  being  appointed  to  be  keeped  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber nixt  to  come,  at  our  Burgh  of  Dundie  ;  and  upon  a  fpeciall  reguard  to 
the  well  of  that  Church,  for  the  preventing  of  all  diflTorder  and  confufion  in 
that  meeting,  which  ought  to  be  a  prelident,  and  Ihould  give  good  exam- 
ple to  all  others  of  good  order,  difcretion,  and  dutiful  carriage,  we  having 
ordained  a  meeting  of  ibme  Commiilioners  from  every  Synod  in  September 
liift,  to  the  effect  all  things  may  be  fo  duetifully  prepared  as  the  adverfaries 
of  the  Religion  Ihould  not  take  any  advantage  of  the  contentions  amongfl 
the  Brethren  at  their  meeting :  But  fo  perverfe  is  the  dilpofition  of  feme, 
who  doe  account  nothing  for  oracles,  but  the  invention  of  their  own  brain, 
that  difdaining  the  courfe  concluded  be  us,  and  by  all  appearent  diredlly 
oppohng  themfelves  to  the  peace  of  that  Church,  by  abfenting  themfelves, 
or  withftanding  the  fending  of  Commiflioners  to  the  forefaid  meeting, 
which  was  appointed  in  September  laft,  as  faid  is,  doe  clearlie  thereby  de- 
monllrat  their  unquiet  and  unrulie  inclination,  as  too  manifeftly  appears  in 
this  their  infolent  and  wilful!  mifreguarding  of  thefe  A€ts  of  the  AITemblie 
at  Linlithgow  made  with  fo  uniform  an  applaui'e  :  but  whereas  this  was 
more  than  fufficient  caufe  to  have  flayed  the  meeting  of  the  laid  AITemblie, 
which,  without  this  preceeding  preparation,  muft  needs  be  tumulteous  and 
diforderly  ;  fo  in  like  manner,  Gods  prefent  vifitation  of  our  faid  Burgh  of 
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Dundie  be  the  Plague,  iiiforceth  the  prorogation  of  the  faid  Afleniblie  to 
fome  other  time.  As  alfo  whereas  the  laft  Affemblie  keeped  in  our  pre- 
fence,  before  our  comeing  out  of  that  Kingdome,  fpecial  Commiffion  was 
given  for  vifitation,  the  reports  whereof  are  the  only  fpecial  things  to  be 
treated  on  in  this  Affemblie  ;  yet  fo  great  has  been  the  negle6l  of  them 
who  were  appointed  to  goe  every  one  in  Circuit  within  the  bounds  of  their 
vilitation  defigned,  that  hitherto  the  fame  hath  been  pretermitted.  To  the 
effe6l,  therefor,  that  in  this  point  the  conveening  of  the  faid  Affemblie 
fliould  not  be  ineffe6tual,  we  have,  by  our  fpecial  Letters,  willed  thefe  Com- 
miffioners  then  appointed  every  one  to  have  care  in  reporting  agaiiiil  the 
time  of  the  Affemblie  hereunder  mentioned,  their  feveral  reports  of  their 
travels  and  tryels  in  their  vifitation  ;  having  alfo  nominated  others  in  place 
of  fuch  of  the  faid  Commilfioners  as  lince  that  time  are  either  defeafed, 
exiled,  or  confined.  Our  will  is,  herefore,  ye  pafs,  and  in  our  name  and 
authority  make  publication  and  intimation  be  open  Proclamation,  at  the 
Mercat  Croffes  of  our  Burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  and  other 
places  needful,  that  the  General  Afleniblie  is  continued  and  prorogued  to  the 
laft  Tuefday  of  Aprile  nixt  to  come,  at  M'hich  time  it  is  to  be  keeped  within 
our  laid  Burgh  of  Dundie,  and  betwixt  and  then  it  may  be  hoped  that  it 
may  pleafe  God  of  his  mercie  to  remove  the  faid  plague  of  peftilence.  And 
in  this  mean  fpace  all  Clergiemen  whatfoever  of  whatfoevei-  rank  or  degree 
are  difcharged  heerbyj  like  as  that  ye  in  our  name  and  authority  difcharge 
them  of  all  conveening  in  anie  form  of  pretended  Affemblie  at  our  laid 
Burgh  of  Dundie,  or  any  part  ells,  the  faid  Si  day  of  November  nixt,  or 
any  day  thereafter  before  the  faid  laft  Tuefday  of  Aprile,  under  the  pain  of 
incurring  our  high  difpleafure  ;  and  the  contempt  of  the  fame  to  be  pun- 
illied  in  moft  fevere  manner  and  higheft  degree.  The  which  to  doe  kc. 
Be  thefe  our  Letters  given  at  our  Court  of  Royftoun,  the  18  day  of  Octo- 
ber, and  of  our  Reigne  the  &c.  Per  Ilegem. 


Proclamation  by  the  King  for  again  proroguing  the  General  Aflemblie. 

James  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ire- 
land, Defender  of  the  Faith,  To  our  Lovites,  &c.  our  Sheriffs  in  that  part 
conjun6lly  and  feverally,  fpecially  conftiluted,  Greeting. 

For  as  much  as  the  General  Affembly  of  the  Kirk  having,  upon  many 


1044  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  I607. 

neceffarj  confiderations,  received  fundrie  continuations  heretofore  be  our 
fpecial  command  and  diredlion,   we,  of  our  princely  care,  and  fatherly  fa- 
vour, and  afFedlion  to  the  peace  and  well  of  this  Kirk,  having  left  no  g-ood 
means  unaflayed  to  extinguilh  the  fire  of  divifion   ftanding-  amongft  the 
brethren,  and  to  bring  them  to  an  uniformity  of  minds,  and  harmonie,  and 
charity,   and  they  themfelves  made  the  more  able  and  llrong  to   oppofe 
themfelves  againft  the  adverfaries  of  the  truth,   and  contrarie  profeffours, 
whofe  increafing  number  and  pra6lifes  hath  proceeded  of  nothing  fo  much 
as  the  difTention  amongft  the  Miniftrie  :    and  the  laft  prorogation  and  con- 
tinuation having  proceeded  upon  a  godlie  courfe  and  refolution  intended 
by  us  be  dire6ling  of  the  Commiffioners  nominated  be  the  General  Affem- 
blie  with  our  confent,  to  have  vifited  the  whole  Prelbytries  and  particular 
congregations  within  this  our  kingdome  ;   the  faid  vilitations,  in  refpe6l  of 
the  long  and  great  ftorm,  and  imfeafonable  time  of  the  year,  have  received 
no  effe6l  nor  execution.     And  we  confidering  how  that  it  is  mofl;  necelTar 
and  expedient,   that  this  vifitation  fliould  yet  preceed  the  faid  AITemblie  ; 
and  we  being  minded,   if  the  neceflity  of  other  weightie  affairs  impefche 
us  not,  to  honour  this  our  native  country  with  our  own  prefence  this  year, 
and  to  be  prefent  ourfelf  at  the  f'aid  Afferablie,  and  be  our  royal  authority 
fettle  the  prefent  jarres  and  differences  in  the  Kirk,   and  eftablifli  the  lame 
in  a  perfe6l  unity,  love,  and  harmony  :     Therefor,  we  have  thought  meet 
yet  to  proroguat  and  continue  the  faid  Aflemblie  untill  the  laft  Tuefday  of 
July  nixt  to  come,  upon  which  day,  God  willing,  it  ihall  begin  and  hold  at 
our  Burgh  of  Dundie.     Our  will  is  herefor,   and  we   charge  you   llraitly 
and  command,  that  incontinent  thefe  our  Letters  feen  ye  pafs  to  the  Mer- 
cat  Croffe  of  our  Burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and  other  places  needful!,  and  there 
be  open  Proclamation  make  publication  hereof,   wherethrough  none  pre- 
tend ignorance  of  the  fame  ;   and  that  ye  in  our  name  and  authority  com- 
mand and  charge  all  and  fundrie  our  fubje6ls  of  the  Miniftrie,   that  none 
of  them  prefume  nor  take  in  hand  to  hold  or  keep  a  General  AITemblie  at 
any  time  or  place  before  the  faid  laft  Tuefday  of  July  nixt  to  come,  under 
all  higheft  pain  and  charge  that  they  may  committ,  and    ....    againft 
us  in  that  behalf.     The  which  to  doe  we  committ  to  you,  &c.  deuly  exe- 
cuted, and  indorfed  again  to  the  bearer. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  24  of  December,  and  of 
our  Reigne  the  5,  and  41  years  I6O7. 

Per  Reg-em. 


1608.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  1045 


Articles  agreed  upon  be  the  Brethren  conveened  at  Falkland  the  16 
of  June  1608,  and  be  way  of  advice  recommended  to  all  the  Pref- 
byteries  within  the  kingdom. 

1.  That  the  queftions  prefently  (landing  in  controverlie  among  the  Mi- 
nifters  anent  the  matters  of  government,  be  untouched  and  unhandled  on 
either  fide,  till  the  nixt  General  AQemblie,  and  no  occafion  given,  be  privat 
or  publidl  fpeeches,  of  any  farther  diftrafilion  of  minds ;  but  that  all  by 
good  countenance  and  otherwifi;  kythe  themfelves  to  others,  as  Brethren, 
and  Miniflers  of  Chrift,  fetting  themfelves  with  their  endeavours,  fpecialy 
in  do6trine,  againft  Papills,  their  fuperllitious  religion,  and  proud  perni- 
cious pradlifes, 

2.  That  the  General  Affemblie  hold  at  the  time  appointed,  which  is  the 
laft  Tuefday  of  July  ;  and  that  his  Majeftie  be  moll  humblie  intreated  for 
that  effea. 

8.  That  in  the  faid  Affemblie  the  commoun  affairs  of  the  Kirk  fliall  be 
handled,  and  an  account  of  the  Coramiffions  given  in  the  Affemblie  pre- 
ceeding  ;  and  fome  folid  courfe  advifed  upon,  for  difappointing  the  prac- 
tifes  of  the  enemys,  and  the  advancing  of  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

4.  That  nothing  which  is  in  controverfie  and  make  ftrife  in  the  Kirk, 
be  treated  in  the  faid  Affemblie  ;  but  the  fame  be  conferred  upon  in  a 
private  conference,  be  fuch  as  the  Ailemblie  fliall  appoint  to  prepare  a  way 
for  compofeing  thefe  differences  ;  and  the  Affemblie  to  appoint  a  meeting 
of  brethren  at  fuch  times,  place,  and  manner,  as  they  think  fit  for  that 
effea. 

5.  That  requeft  fhall  be  made  to  his  Majeftie,  for  relaxing  the  brethren 
that  are  confined ;  and  fpeciallie  fuch  of  them  as  have  been  prefent  at  the 
Conference,  that  they  may  keip  the  laid  Affemblie. 
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A.D.  M.DC.VIII. 


The  General  Affemblie  of  the  Coramiffioners  from  the  Prelbitries  of 
the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  haldin  at  Lynlithgou',  the  26  of  Jiilij  1608  : 
In  the  quhilk  were  prefent  the  Kings  CommiflTioner,  viz.  the  Earle 
of  Dumbar,  &c. 


Seffio  l^  26  Julij. 

Exhortatioun  being  made  be  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Moderatour  of  the 
laft  Aflemblie,  the  brethren,  after  the  accuftomed  maner,  proceidit  to  the 
ele6lioim  of  the  Moderatour  of  this  prefent  Affemblie.  The  leits  being 
nominal,  Mrs  Patrick  Sharp,  James  Law,  Bifchop  of  Orknay,  John  Michel- 
foune,  Patrick  Lindfay,  John  Hall,  and  Patrick  Simfone ;  be  pluralitie  of 
votis,  Mr  James  Law,  Bifchop  of  Orknay,  was  chofen  Moderatour  hac  vice. 

The  AffelTours  appointit  to  conveine  with  the  Moderatour  in  the  Privie 
Conference  for  treating  of  fuch  things  as  are  to  be  concludit  in  the  All'eni- 
blie,  are  thefe  :  The  Erles  of  Dumbar,  Wigtoun,  and  Lawthian,  with  the 
Colle6lour  Generall,  his  Majefties  Commiffioners,  the  Erles  of  Glencarne 
and  Kinghorne,  the  Lords  Grahame,  Lindfay,  Lowdoun,  Blantyre,  Halie- 
rudehous,  the  Lairds  of  Balmanie,  Kinnaird,  Kilfythe,  Carnell,  the  Bifchop 
of^'Caithnes,  Mr  William  Dowglas,  the  Bifchop  of  Aberdein,  Mr  George 
Hay,  the  Bifchop  of  Brechin,  Mr  Andro  Leich,  Mr  Patrick  Lindfay,  Bif- 
chop of  San6l  Androes,  Mr  John  Michelfone,  Mr  Patrick  Simfone,  Bifchop 
of  Dunkeld,  Bifchop  of  Dumblaine,  Mr  William  Cowper,  Mr  Patrick 
Galloway,  Mr  John  Hall,  Mr  David  Hume,  Mr  John  Knox,  Bifchop  of 
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Glafg-ow,  Mr  Patrick  Sharp,  Bifchop  of  Galloway,  Mr  Alexander  Scrym- 
geour,  Mr  William  Hamiltoun,  Mr  Thomas  Ramfay,  Bifchop  of  Argyle. 

The  hoiires  of  meiting-  are  appolntit  to  be,  for  the  Privie  Conference 
aught  houres  in  the  morning  and  twa  afternoone  ;  and  for  the  AlTemblie 
nyne  houres  in  the  morning  and  three  afternoone. 

The  brethren  appointit  for  reiding  and  anfwering  of  the  bills  are  Mrs 
Airthur  Futhie,  Henrie  Philp,  John  Clappertoun,  John  Reid,  Peter  Hewat, 
Edwart  Hepburne,  John  Hay. 


Seflio  2a-  27  Julij. 

Forfameikle  as  one  of  the  moft  fpeciall  caufes  of  the  conventioun  of  this 
prei'ent  Aflemblie  is  for  fuppreffing  of  Papillrie  and  idolatrie,  quhilk  daylie 
more  and  more  increafes  \yithin  this  realme,  and  repreffing  of  Jefiiites, 
Papifts,  Seminarie  Priefts,  whofe  number  flill  more  and  more  increafes 
within  the  fame,  to  the  great  difhonour  of  God  and  overthrow  of  true  reli- 
gioun  pi'ofeft  within  this  realme,  if  the  fame  be  not  with  feme  folid  remeid 
obviat  in  tyme  :  Therfor,  it  is  thoght  expedient  be  the  AiTemblie,  that 
befor  all  vther  things,  this  article  concerning  Papifts  and  Papillrie  be  firft 
advyfeit  vpon  and  concludit.  And  to  the  eSeSt  that  the  /iHemblie  may 
the  more  folidlie  and  with  the  greater  light  proceid  in  the  faid  matter, 
therfor  they  have  ordainit,  that  the  Commifiioners  of  every  Synod,  at  the 
ryiing  of  this  Seffioun,  conveine  themfelves  feverallie,  and  make  ane  roll 
containing  the  number  of  Papifts  and  the  names  of  them  within  the  bounds 
of  thair  Synod  :  Secondly,  The  caufes  why  Papiftrie,  idolatrie,  and  fuperfti- 
tioun  is  come  to  fo  great  ane  hight  within  this  realme  :  Thridlie,  The 
remeids  for  fupprelling  all  forts  of  Papifts  and  Idolaters  within  the  tame, 
viz.  Papifts  already  excommunicat,  Papifts  quho  hes  fworne  and  fubfcryvit 
to  the  trueth,  and  get  refufes  to  imbrace  the  famein  ;  and  Papifts  that  in 
word  profeffes  the  trueth,  but  in  adlioun  and  in  deid  contrair  the  fame  : 
Fourthlie,  Quhat  forme  of  proceiding  every  Synod  hes  vfit  againft  the 
Papifts  within  thair  bounds  :  Quhilks  articles  the  faid  Synods  fall  put  in 
wryte,  and  delyver  the  fame  to  the  Privie  Conference  at  thrie  afternoone. 

It  is  lykewayes  ordainit,  that  every  Synod  fall  make  a  particular  roll 
of  the  names  of  fuch  as  are  refetters  of  Jefuites,  trafiiqueing  Papifts,  and 
Seminarie  Preifts  within  thair  bounds,  and  delyver  the  fame  privilie  to  the 
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Erie  of  Dumbar  his  Maiefties  Commiirioner,  to  the  effedl  ordour  may  be 
takin  theranent. 

Item,  Becaufe  the  Marqueis  of  Huntlie  hes  bein  lang-  viider  proces  and 
cenfure  of  excommunicatioun  befor  the  Synods  of  Aberdein  and  Murray  ; 
and  in  refpedl  of  his  contumacie,  and  obdurat  fuperllitioun  of  Papiftrie  and 
Idolatrie,  they  have  ordourlie  led  and  deduceit  the  faid  proceffe  vnto  the 
finall  fentence,  the  giving  foorth  and  pronouncing  quherof  hes  bein  continuit 
be  them  from  tyme  to  tyme,  vpon  hope  of  his  Lordfliips  amendement,  and 
turning  from  Idolatrie  and  Papifticall  fuperllitioun  to  the  true  religioun 
prefentlie  profeft  within  this  realme  ;  and  becaufe  they  find  no  hope  of  the 
lame,  but,  be  the  contrair,  greater  obllinacie  :  Therfor  the  haill  Afferablie  in 
ane  voyce  decerns  and  ordaines  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  to  be 
pronuncit  againft  his  Lordfliip  with  all  poffible  diligence,  and  continues  the 
declaratioun  of  the  place  quher  the  fame  falbe  done,  and  be  quhom,  to  the 
nixt  AiTemblie. 


SetCo  3^-    Eodem  die. 

In  prefence  of  the  haill  Affemblie,  compeirit  Sir  Thomas  Ker  of  Hircha, 
Knight,  in  name  of  George  Marqueis  of  Huntlie,  and  prefentit  ane  fuppli- 
cation,  in  name  of  the  faid  noble  Lord,  bearand  as  foUowes :  Becaufe  that 
confcience  is  the  only  argument  that  nioveit  me  this  wayesto  jjrotradl  tyme 
till  I  have  perfytit  refolutioun,  and  being  farre  from  ane  opinator,  or  ane 
that  is  givin  over  to  felfe  will,  as  appeirit  be  my  geilding  to  conference,  and, 
laftlie,  be  my  going  to  the  Kirk,  I  firft  wold  have  craved,  if  poffiblie  it  might 
have  bein  done,  that  I  might  have  bein  heard  with  ray  awin  mouth,  that  I 
might  moll  heartlie  intreate  it,  that  ane  tyme  might  be  condifcendit  on  be 
gour  Wifdoms,  within  the  quhilk,  as  it  fall  pleafe  gou  to  conclude,  I  oflPer 
either  to  fatiffie  the  Kirk,  or  prefently  to  find  furetie  vnder  great  fowmes 
to  avoyd  the  countrey  befor  this  day  to  be  prefcryved  be  gour  Wifdomes. 
Et  fie  fubfcribitur,  Huntlie.  And  conforme  therto  defyrit  the  fame  to  be 
confidderit,  and  requeifts,  in  refpe6l  of  the  ofifers  therin  conteinit,  the  pro- 
nouncing of  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  agains  his  Lordlhip  might 
be  continewit. 

Wherewith  the  haill  Affemblie  being  rypelie  advyfit,  fand  the  offers  con- 
teinit in  the  faid  fupplicatioun  to  be  verie  frivolous,  and  nowayes  inclyning 
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to  obedience  and  fatilfadlioun ;  in  refpefil  quherof,  and  for  many  vther 
caufes  and  confideratiouns,  and  in  Ipeciall,  becaufe  bis  Lordfhip,  be  bis 
band,  fubfcryvit  with  his  band  the  laft  day  of  Junij  I6O8  geirs,  prefentlie 
produceit  in  face  of  the  Affemblie  be  the  Coiumiffioners  of  Aberdein,  band 
and  obleift  himfelfe  to  fatiffie  the  Kirk,  be  communicating-  betuixt  the  dait 
therof  and  the  I7  day  of  July  lafl  bypaft,  vtherwayes  the  Miniftrie  to  pro- 
ceid  with  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  againft  him,  as  at  mair  lenth 
in  the  faid  band  is  conteinit :  Therfor,  the  haill  Affemblie,  all  in  ane  voyce, 
ordaines  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  prefentlie  to  be  pronouncit 
againft  him  be  the  Moderatour  of  the  Affemblie,  in  face  of  the  haill  Affem- 
blie, but  any  delay. 

Conforme  to  the  quhilk  ordinance,  Mr  James  Law,  Bifchop  of  Orknay, 
Moderatour  of  this  prefent  Aflemblie,  in  face  therof,  in  moft  folemne  forme, 
pronouncit  the  fentence  of  excommunication  againft  George  Marques  of 
Huntlie. 

Quhilk  fentence  is  ordainit  to  be  intimat  in  all  the  kirks  within  this 
realme,  be  the  Miniftrie  the  nixt  Sonday  immediatlie  after  thair  returning 
from  this  Affemblie  ;  and  in  fpeciall,  they  command  and  ordaine  the  bre- 
thren of  the  Synod  of  Aberdein  and  Murray  to  intimate  the  faid  fentence 
in  the  iaids  kirks  immediatlie  after  thair  returning,  and  inhibites  and  moft 
ftraitlie  charges  them,  and  every  ane  of  them,  that  they  receive  no  offers  of 
latiffadbioun  from  the  faid  Marqueis,  but  the  fpeciall  [advyce]  of  his  Ma- 
jeftie  and  the  Kirk  had  therto. 

The  Commifrioners  appointit  in  the  former  SelTioun  for  giving  in  the 
names  of  Papifts,  and  [the  caufes  of]  thair  increafe,  and  remeid  to  obviat 
the  fame,  produceit  thair  particular  rolls,  containing  the  [faid  heads,  which 
the  Aflemblie  thought  good  fliould  be  reviled,]  abridgit,  and  put  in  order 
be  the  Bifchop  of  Glafgow,  Mr  Patrick  Symfone,  Mr  William  Cowper, 
Mr  John  Clappertoun,  Mr  John  Hall,  and  Mr  George  Hay,  to  the  effe6t 
the  fame  might  be  prefentit  be  them  to  the  Privie  Conference  the  nixt 
morning,  that  therafter  they  may  be  intreattit  in  face  of  the  Affemblie. 


Seflio  4.»-    28  Julij. 

Forfameikle  as  the  brethren  of  the  Prelbitrie  of  Glafgow  and  Synod  of 

6r 
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Cliddifdaill,  who  were  appointit  to  deale  and  conferre  with  William   Erie 
of  Angus,  Lord  Dowglas,  for  bringing-  of  hira  from  blindnefs  and  fuperfti- 
tioun  of  Papiftrie  and  Idolatrie  to  the  acknowledging  of  the   trueth  pre- 
fentlie  profeft  within  this  realme,   did  teflifie  in  prefence  of  the  Affemblie, 
that  they  could  fie  no  appearance  in  his  LordQiip  of  converfioun  from  his 
errours,  but  that  rather  by  all  evident  tokins  he  was  the  more  obftinat  and 
obdurit  in  herefie  of  Papiflrie,  quhilk  fometyme  he  abjurit  befor,  be  fubfcry- 
veing  of  the  true  religioun  prefentlie  profeft  within  this  realrae  :    Therfor, 
the  Generall  AfTemblie  decerns  and  ordaines  the  Prefljitrie  of  Glafgow  to 
proceid  againft  the  faid  William  Erie  of  Angus  with   the  cenfures   of  the 
Kirk  vnto  the  finall  pronouncing  of  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun 
aganis  him  inclufive,  with  all  poUible  diligence,  and  that  they  pronounce 
the  faid  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  againft  him,  betuixt  and  the  18   of 
September  nixt  to  come  ;  to  quhom  the  Affemblie  comitts  thair  haill  power 
to  that  effefil,  difchargeing  and  inhibiteing  any  of  them  to  receive  any  offers 
of  the  faid  Noble  Lord  for  abfolving  him  of  the  faid  fentence,  without  the 
advyfc  of  his  Majeftie  and  Commillioners  of  the  AQemblie  had  and  obteinit 
therto. 

Forfameikle  as  the  brethren  of  the  Preftitrie  of  Perth,  quho  were  ap- 
pointed to  deale  and  conferre  with  Francis  Erie  of  Erroll,  Lord  Hay,  for 
bringing  of  him  from  blindnefs  and  fuperftitioun  of  Papiftrie  and  Idolatrie 
to  the  acknowledging  of  the  trueth  prefently  profeft  within  this  realme,  did 
teftifie  in  prefence  of  the  Affemblie,  that  they  could  fie  no  appeirance  in 
liis  Lordfliip  of  converfioun  from  his  errours,  but  that  rather  be  all  evident 
tokins  he  was  the  more  obftinat  and  obdurit  in  his  erracie  of  Papiftrie, 
quhilk  he  fometyme  abjurit  before,  be  fubfcriving  to  the  true  religioun  pre- 
fentlie profeft  within  this  realme  :  Therfor,  the  Generall  Affemblie  decerns 
and  ordaines  the  Prefbitrie  of  Perth  to  proceid  againft  the  faid  Erie  with 
the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk,  vnto  the  final  pronouncing  of  the  fentance  of  ex- 
communicatioun againft  him  inclufive,  with  all  poifible  diligence,  and  that 
they  pronounce  the  faid  fentance  againft  him  betwixt  and  the  18  day  of 
September  next  to  come  ;  to  quhom  the  Affemblie  commits  tliair  full  power 
to  that  effe6l,  difchargeing  and  inhibiteing  any  of  them  to  receive  any 
offers  from  the  faid  Noble  Lord  for  abfolving  him  fra  the  faid  fentence, 
without  the  advyce  of  his  Majeftie  and  Commiffioners  of  the  Affemblie  had 
and  obteinit  therto. 
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Forfameikle  as  be  the  declaration  of  [the  brethren  of]  the  Prelbitrie  of 
Irwing,  it  was  made  known  to  the  Aflemblie,  that  after  long  dealing 
and  conference  had  be  them  with  the  Lord  Sempill  for  bringing  him  to  the 
acknowledging  of  the  trueth,  [and  embracing  the  true  and  fincere  religion] 
prefentlie  profeft  [within  this  realme,]  they  could  not  reape  any  good  fruit 
of  thair  labours  and  travells  takin  with  him,  but  be  the  contrair  he  Hill  con- 
tinues obttiuat  and  obdurit  in  his  detellabill  errour  of  Papillrie  and  Idolatrie, 
to  the  great  hurt  and  evill  example  of  the  reft  of  the  countrey  :  Therfor, 
the  Generall  AiFemblie  prefentlie  conveinit  charges  Itraitlie  [andcommands] 
Mr  Alexander  Scrymgeour,  Moderatour  of  the  Preflbitrie  of  Irwing,  vnder 
the  paine  of  infamie  and  deprivatioun  from  his  fundtioun,  to  pronounce 
the  fentence  of  excoramuncatioun  againll  the  faid  Lord  Sempill,  in  the 
Kirk  of  Irvine,  vpon  the  Sonday  the  14  day  of  Auguft  nixt  to  come, 
after  the  fermoun,  but  any  [delay  or]  impediment  quhatiumevir  :  And 
that  the  haill  brethren  of  the  Miniftrie  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of 
Kyle,  Carrick,  and  Cunighame,  intiraat  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun 
fo  pronouncit  againft  the  laid  Lord  Sempill,  every  ane  of  them  at  thair 
awin  Paroch  Kirks,  vpon  Sonday  nixt  and  imediatlie  following  therafter  ; 
difcharging  and  inhlbiteing  alfo  the  laid  Moderatour  and  remanent  brethren 
of  the  faid  Synod  to  receive  any  offez's  of  fatiffadlioun  from  the  faid  Lord 
Sempill,  but  advyfe  of  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  Commiilioners  of  the 
Generall  AiTemblie  had  and  obtainit  therto. 


Seffio  5»-     Eodem  die. 

The  brethren  appointit  of  befor  for  revifeing  and  putting  in  ordour  of 
the  caules  of  the  increai'e  of  Papillrie  within  this  realme,  and  of  the  over- 
tures for  remeiding  and  fupprelling  of  the  fame,  gave  in  the  faids  cauies 
and  remeid  therof ;  of  the  quhilk  the  tenour  followes  : 

The  caufes  of  the  growth  and  increafe  of  Papiftrie  within  this  realme  are 
thoght  either  to  arife  of  the  part  of  the  Miniftrie,  or  els  of  vther  caufes 
arifeing  from  the  Miniftrie. 

Firft,  Thair  negligence  to  lie  the  gouth  in  every  parochin  to  be  broght 
vp  in  the  knowledge  of  the  trueth  by  catechifmg ;  and  carelefhes  to  vrge 
provifioun  for  Schooles  within  thair  bounds. 

Secondlie,  The  rafch  and  fudden  admifiioun    of  men  to   the   Miniftrie 
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that  are  not  able  to  withftand  and  convince  the  adverfarie,  a  dangerous 
evill  in  the  dayes  of  apoftafie. 

Thirdlie,  The  laike  of  care  in  Minifters  to  marke  the  offences,  viz.  to 
confider  the  courfe  of  the  enemie,  and  to  difcover  and  dilate  Jefuites  and 
trafifiquers  againft  religioun,  and  vthers  pervertit  by  them. 

Fourthlie,  The  diftradlion  arifeing  among  the  Minillrie,  quhill  as  diver- 
iitie  of  judgements  hes  drawin  them  vnadvyfedlie  to  contrarietie  of  affec- 
tiouns,  breeding  carnall  contentiouns  among  themfelves. 

Overtures  for  remeiding  of  the  caufes  forfaids. 

Firft,  That  it  be  of  new  inadlit,  that  all  Minifters  examine  goung  chil- 
dren of  the  age  of  fixe  geirs,  and  try  that  they  have  the  Lords  Prayer,  the 
Articles  of  Beleife,  and  the  Comandements ;  in  the  quhilk  thair  parents 
ialbe  haldin  to  inftru6l  them  befor  the  faids  geirs,  together  with  fome 
fliort  forme  of  grace  befor  and  after  meate,  and  fome  fliort  morning  and 
evening  prayer :  and  agane,  that  thair  growth  in  knowledge  in  greater 
points  of  religioun  be  tryed,  that  afterward  it  may  pleafe  God  to  grant  in- 
creafe  of  knowledge  at  the  age  of  fyftein  or  faxetein  geirs,  they  may  be 
admittit  to  the  holie  Communioun. 

Secondlie,  That  the  Apoftles  precept  be  confidderit,  Lay  hands  fud- 
dainlie  on  no  man  :  And  according  to  it,  that  for  clofing  of  the  doore  vpon 
the  affe6liouns  of  men,  fome  longer  tyme  to  be  prefcryvit  for  admiffioun  of 
men  to  the  Miniftrie  ;  the  exceptioun  of  rare  gifts  being  refervit  to  the 
judgement  of  the  Generall  Affemblie. 

Thirdlie,  That  JVlinifters  quho  falbe  found  after  tryall  to  have  delayit 
the  executioun  of  dilcipline  againft  Papifts  vpon  negligence,  that  is,  either 
not  beginning  procelFe,  or,  if  it  be  begun,  not  ending  the  fame  within  halfe 
ane  geir,  fall  lofe  ane  geirs  flipend  ;  and  thofe  that  falbe  found  to  have 
done  it  vpon  fome  corrupt  favour,  falbe  fimplie  depofeit. 

Fourthlie,  That  ther  be  recomendit  to  the  Miniftrie  a  holie  care  mutu- 
allie  to  efchew  offences,  and  follow  peace  and  love  quhervnto  we  are  callit. 
The  meanes  for  removing  fuch  oft'ences  is  referrit  to  the  Generall  Affemblie. 

Caufes  of  the  growth  of  Papiftrie  as  they  are  conceivit  to  aryfe  of  vthers. 
Firft,  The  overfieing  of  Seminarie  Preifts  and  Jefuites  to  traffique  within 
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the  land,  for  perverting  of  fuch  as  hes  not  had  occafioun  to  goe  out  of  the 
countrey,  and  impunitie  of  fuch  as  hes  receivit  them  ;  as  alfo  the  libertie  of 
evill  difpofed  perfons  voyde  of  knowledge,  hes  takin  of  the  iniurie  of  tyme, 
to  bring  hame  the  books  of  apoftats  and  profeft  Papifts. 

Secondlie,  The  preferment  of  men  fufpe6l  of  religioun  to  publick  offices 
within  this  realme. 

Thridlie,  The  favour  fliewin  be  thefe  that  are  in  authoritie  to  traffiquers 
and  excommunicat  Papifts,  after  that  they  had  been  apprehendit  [and 
■wardit,]  fick  as  the  Abbot  of  Newabbay  and  vthers  Mefs  Preifts  diraittit 
out  of  ward,  as  it  is  thoght  not  without  reward,  and  without  all  warrand 
of  his  Majeftie,  and  prefentlie  tolerate  in  the  countrey  without  perfute, 
quhilk  hes  not  only  wroght  a  coldnes  in  religioun  in  the  hearts  of  many 
peiple,  hot  alfo  nourifchit  a  falfe  opinioun  of  his  Majeftie,  quhilks  oppinly 
burfts  out  in  the  niouthes  and  fpeaches  of  many. 

Fourthlie,  That  quher  Preft)itries  are  proceiding  in  the  tryall  of  Mefs 
fayers  and  mels  hearers,  impediment  is  made  by  the  Lords  of  his  Mujefties 
Counfell,  either  by  advocatioun  befor  the  Lords,  or  dilpenfatioun  to  fuch  as 
are  excommunicat,  or  by  contramanding  the  Prelbitries  to  delift  vnder  the 
paines  of  horning  ;  and  that  excommunicatioun  being  producit  againtt  any 
perfone  befor  the  Judges,  the  fame  is  not  regairdit,  but  proceffe  granted 
vnto  him  as  if  he  were  a  member  of  the  Kirk  and  not  excommunicat. 

Fyftlie,  The  great  libertie  grantit  to  the  fubie6ts  of  this  kingdome  to  re- 
paire  to  iiich  parts,  quherin  nothing  is  taught  but  defefctioun  from  religioun, 
and  treafon  againft  lawfuU  Princes,  and  no  fecuritie  takin  for  thair  conilan- 
cie  ;  and  in  fpeciall,  the  lending  of  Noblemens  fonnes  by  fuch  as  are  in 
authoritie,  foorth  of  the  land,  with  fuch  convoy  as  may  dely  ver  them  into 
the  hands  of  Papifts  to  be  pervertit  in  religioun,  quhervpon  many  of  them 
are  become  apoftats. 

Laft,  The  want  of  Preachers  in  many  congregatiouns  in  this  land,  fo  that 
in  ane  province  thretie  ane  Kirks  are  to  be  found  vakand,  and  in  vthers 
fome  17  as  in  Nithefdaill,  and  in  vthers  28  as  in  Annerdaill,  and  iicklyke 
throughout  many  vther  parts  of  this  land. 

Overtures  for  remeiding  of  the  caufes  forfaids, 

Firft,  That  a  commillioun  be  granted  be  his  Majeftie  to  the  Bifchop  of 
every  Synod,  with  fuch  weill  affedled  noblemen  and  gentlemen  as  the  Com- 
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milfioners  of  the  Generall  Affemblle  fall  nominat,  to  apprehend  traflSqueing 
Papifts,  Jefuites,  and  Seminarie  Preifls  that  does  haunt  within  thair  bounds, 
with  power  to  charge  the  receipters  to  make  patent  doores  and  delyver 
them  vp  vnder  the  paine  of  treaffoun. 

Secondlie,  That  his  Majeftie  be  humblie  intreatit,  that  no  Papifls  or 
fufpecl  of  Papiftrie  beare  charge  in  Counfell,  Seffioun,  Governcment  of 
Townes,  nor  vther  Publick  Offices  ;  and  if  ther  be  any  in  the  eilate  pre- 
fentlie  quhom  his  Hienes  knowis,  in  his  awin  wifdome,  to  be  men  evill 
affedlit  towards  religioun,  that  his  Majeftie  wald  be  pleafit  to  take  ordour 
therwith. 

Thridlie,  That  his  Majeftie  will  give  ordour  for  executioun  of  his  Hienes 
lawis  againft  Papifts  and  traffiquers  with  all  rigour,  and  that  no  favour  be 
grantit  be  any  officer  of  eftate  without  his  Majefties  privitie,  vnder  paine 
of  incurring  his  hie  difplealure  ;  as  alfo,  that  the  Counfell  make  no  impedi- 
ment by  thair  letters  of  horning  to  difcharge  the  proceiding  of  Preftjitries 
againil  the  perfons  forfaids. 

Fourthlie,  That  Papifts  quho  once  have  bein  knowin  profeffours  of  Pa- 
piftrie, and  for  efchewing  of  civill  paines,  or  hope  of  preferment,  will  abjure 
thair  religioun,  that  his  Majeftie  will  pleafe  to  caufe  ina6l,  that  it  fall  not 
be  laufull  to  fuch  to  enjoy  any  office  or  honour  in  the  Comounwealth,  not- 
withftanding  of  thair  aith  and  communicating,  vntill  fyve  geirs  probatioun 
have  bein  takin  of  thair  conftancie  and  llnceritie  in  the  profeflioun  of  the 
trueth. 

Fyftlie,  That  the  Acl  made  at  Bruntiland  concerning  the  fons  of  noble- 
men and  vthers  pafling  vnto  other  countries  be  confiddered  and  confirmed, 
quherof  the  tenour  foUowes  : 

Item,  For  efchewing  of  farther  ill  quhilk  might  come  to  the  eftate  of 
religioun,  be  the  evill  educatioun  of  the  gouth  foorth  of  the  countrey,  it 
wald  be  cravit  of  his  Majeftie  and  Secreit  Counfell,  that  fuch  noblemen  and 
vthers  as  diredls  a  paedagogue  with  thair  Ions  foorth  of  the  countrey,  that 
thair  paedagogue  be  knowin  godly  and  of  good  religioun,  learnit  and  in- 
ftru6lit  in  the  fame,  and  approvit  in  his  religioun  be  the  teftimoniall  of  his 
Prefljitrie  ;  that  thair  remaining  foorth  of  the  countrey  be  in  the  places 
quher  the  religioun  is  prefentlie  profeft,  or,  at  the  leift,  quher  ther  is  no 
reftraint  of  the  fame  be  the  crueltie  of  Inquifitioun ;  that  dureing  the 
tyme  of  thair  abfence  they  fall  not  have  any  idolatrous  exercil'e  of  religioun  ; 
and  fuch  as  hes  not  the  moyen  to  fuftaine  a  paedagogue  with  thair  fons 
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foorth  of  the  countrej,  that  they  fend  them  to  iick  parts  quher  ther  is  no 
reftraint  of  religioun  ;  and  in  cace  thair  fons,  after  thair  departure  out  of 
the  countrey,  haunt  thefe  parts  quher  the  [profefi'ioun  of  the]  true  reli- 
gioun is  reftrainit,  that  they  find  cautioun  not  to  intertaine  them.  And 
in  cace  any  that  patfes  foorth  of  the  countrey  imbrace  any  vther  religioun 
then  that  quhilk  is  prefentlie  profeft  within  this  realme,  and  this  to  be 
ane  exceptioun  againll  the  fervice  of  thair  breivos,  and  at  the  tyme  of 
the  admilfiouu  of  them  to  any  oflSce  or  honours  ;  and  in  cace  any  of  thair 
parents  contravene  any  of  thefe  premiffes,  that  they  incurre  fuch  paines  as 
his  Majeflie  and  Secret  Counfell  fall  modifie  ;  and  that  fuch  as  are  alreadie 
out  of  the  countrey  either  be  callit  back  againe  befor  ane  day  to  be  ap- 
pointit  be  his  Majeftie  and  Secret  Counfell,  or  els  that  thair  parents  be  fub- 
ie6l  to  the  lyke  conditiouns  as  is  befor  fett  downe,  with  fuch  vther  condi- 
tiouns  to  be  eikit  as  his  Majeftie  fall   think  expedient :     And  in  fpeciall, 

for  better  explanatioun  heirof,  that  at  every  fervice  of  any  man  as  heire  to 

his  father  or  any  of  his  predeceffours,  he  be  not  fervit  be  the  Shireff  or  any 

vther  ordinar  Judge  to  burgh  or  land,   but  the  teftimoniall  of  the  Bifchop 

and  Moderatour  of  the  Prelbitrie  quher  he  dwells,  beirand  the  confeffion 

of  his  faith  and  integritie  of  religioun  prefently  profeft  within  this  realme. 
Sextlie,  That  the  fonnes  of  fuch  noblemen  as  profelfes  Papiftrie  be  dely- 

verit  to  the  cuftodie  of  vthers  thair  noble  friends  that  are  of  religioun,  to 

be  brocht  vp  in  the  knowledge  of  the  trueth. 

Sevinthlie,  That  the  fearchers  of  merchandize  broght  hanie  from  begond 

feas,  be  comandit  to  feafe  vpon  all  bookes  broght  hame,  and  prefent  them 

to  be  tryit  be  the  Miniftrie  of  the  Prelbitrie  vnto  the  quhilk  they  arrive  ; 

and  that  all  bookefellers  lykewayes  doe  the  lame  befor  they  make  opin  feale 

therof,  vnder  the  paine  of  confifcatioun. 

Auchtlie,  That  excommunicat  Papifts,  fpeciallie  fuch  as  be  of  rank,  be 

apprehendit  and  put  in  clofe  ward,  and  none  have  accefle  vnto  them  but 

fuch  as  are  of  religioun  prefentlie  profelTit. 

Nyntlie,  That  his  Majeftie  give  ordour  for  the  downe  caftingof  the  Laird 

of  Gichts  chappell,  the  houfe  of  John  Chein  in  Eflilmonth,  quho  receipts 

all  Jefuits  and  Seminarie  Preifts. 

Telitlie,  That  ordour  be  takin  with  the  Pilgrimages,  viz.  the  Chappell 

callit  Ordiquhell  and  the  Chappell  of  Grace,  and  ane  Well  in  the  bounds 

of  Enzie,  on  the  fouth  fyde  of  Spey. 

Elevintlie,  That  lick  perfons  as  are  or  falbe  excommunicat  and  beares 
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publick  oflSce  within  this  realme,  and  therafter  put  to  the  home,  that  they 
nor  thair  deputs  fall  bruik  no  office  nor  authoritie  vnder  his  Majeftie  after 
thair  demmciatioun,  but  that  his  Majeftie  tail  appoint  vthers  in  thair  rowraes 
to  doe  and  miniftrat  juftice  to  his  Majefties  lieges. 

Laft,  That  his  Majeftie  wald  take  ordour  anent  the  planting  of  the  Kirks 
that  are  prefentlie  deftitute  of  Paftors,  and  in  fpeciall,  anent  the  Kirks  of 
the  Chappell  Royall. 

Quhilks  haill  caufes  of  increafe  of  Papiftrie  within  this  realme,  with  the 
overtures  for  remeiding  therof,  the  Aflemblie  hes  thoght  expedient  that 
the  fame  be  diredt  to  his  Majeftie,  with  ane  humble  fupplicatioun,  requeift- 
ing  his  Hienes  to  take  fuch  ordour  theranent,  as  his  Majeftie  fall  think 
moft  expedient  for  reprefling  of  Papiftrie,  and  increafe  of  the  trueth  and 
light  of  the  Gofpell  within  this  realme :  whervnto  the  Erie  of  Dumbar, 
his  Majefties  Commiffioner,  with  the  remanent  of  the  Nobilitie  prefentlie 
conveinit  in  this  Aflembly,  hes  promiiit  to  concurre  :  And  therfor  the 
Affemblie  hes  nominat,  and  be  thir  prefents  norainats  [George  Earle  of 
Dumbar,]  Erie  of  Wigtoun,  John  ArcbbiCchop  of  Glafgow,  Levingftoun  of 
Kilfyth,  Mr  William  Cowper,  Minifter  at  Perth,  James  Nilbit  burges  of 
Edinburgh,  and  Mr  William  Hart  of  Preftoun,  thair  verie  laufull  Com- 
niiffioners,  giving  them  their  full  power  to  prefent  the  humble  fupplicatiouns 
of  this  prefent  Afl"emblie  to  his  Majeftie,  together  with  the  caufes  of  increafe 
of  Papiftrie,  and  overtures  for  remeid  therof  above  rehearlit,  defireing  them 
that  they  wald  earneftlie  intreat  his  Majeftie  to  coniider  of  the  fame ;  and 
if  his  Hienes  thoght  expedient  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  put  to  executioun, 
and  that  the  rather  becaufe  that  after  the  laft  Conventioun  haldin  at  Lyn- 
lithgow,  quher  ther  was  many  good  a6lis  and  conftitutiouns  fett  downe  and 
concludit,  the  Papifts,  neverthelefl'e,  did  moft  proudlie  and  contemptuouflie 
vpbraid  diverfe  of  the  Miniftrie,  nianafllng  them  that  they  or  the  nobilitie 
conveinit  with  them  at  that  tyme,  durft  be  bold  to  conclude  any  thing  that 
might  protend  to  the  prejudice  of  Papifts  or  Papiftrie,  as  was  cleirly  vnder- 
ftood  be  the  brethren  conveinit  in  this  Afl"emblie. 


Seflio  6a-    29  Julij,  Ante  meridiem. 

The  quhilk  day  the  Affemblie  thoght  expedient,  that  the  Commillioners 
above  fpecified,  eledlit  and  chofm  to  prefent  the  fupplicatioun  of  this  prefent 
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AlTeniblio  to  his  Majeftie,  as  is  above  reliearlit,  lull  with  all  commodious 
diligence  repaire  to  his  Majellie,  and  with  all  huniilitie  prefent  the  faid 
fupplicatioun  to  hisMajeRie,  and  quhat  anfuerit  fall  pleafe  his  Hienes  to  give, 
that  they  report  the  lame  betiiixt  and  the  15  of  November  nixt  to  come  : 
And  to  that  efFe6l  the  Affemblie  hes  cholin  out  of  their  number  the  Noble- 
men, Barrens,  and  Brethren  vnderwrytin,  viz.  Erles  of  Craufurd,  Mortoun, 
Glencairne,  Lythgow,  Kinghorne,  Lords  Grahame,  Lindlay,  Saltoun, 
Lovat,  Torphichen,  Lowdoun,  Scone,  Balcleugh,  Bhiutyre,  Halierudehous, 
the  Conllable  of  Dundie,  the  Lairds  of  Kynnaird,  Balvaird,  Carnell,  Houf- 
toun,  Admilloune,  Broxniouth,  Polwart,  Sir  John  Hoome  of  Northber- 
wick.  The  Conimilfioners  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Sanel  Androes,  Glafgow, 
with  the  brethren  after  following,  viz.  Mrs  William  Dowglas,  Alexander 
Rawfone,  Abraham  Sibbald,  John  Reid,  Arthur  Futhie,  Andro  Ramfay, 
John  Kynneir,  David  Lindfay,  Adame  Ballantyne,  Patrick  Weimes,  Ed- 
ward Hepburne,  George  Ramlay,  William  Methven,  Patrick  Shaw,  W"illiam 
Birnie,  W'alter  Stewart,  Hew  Fullertoun,  John  M'Quhorne,  Thomas  Ram- 
fay, Robert  Glendinning,  together  with  the  Commillioners  of  this  General! 
Affemblie,  to  conveine  at  Edinburgh  the  laid  15  day  of  November  nixt  to 
come,  and  ther  to  receive  from  the  laid  Commiffioners  the  report  of  his 
Majeilies  moft  gracious  anfwer  to  the  fupplicatioun  forfiid,  in  name  of 
the  haill  Affemblie  :  And  in  the  meane  tyme,  the  Affemblie  commands 
find  ordaines  the  haill  Prelbitries  within  this  realme  to  proceid  againft 
Papifts  of  all  forts  within  thair  bounds  with  the  cenfures  of  excommuni- 
cation n. 

The  faid  day  the  Commiffioners  of  the  laft  Generall  Affemblie  being 
callit  to  give  count  of  thair  haill  proceidings  lince  the  lafl,  Affemblie,  com- 
peirit  and  offerit  themfelves  to  be  tryit  in  thair  proceidings  be  this  prefent 
Affemblie,  and  to  abyde  at  the  cenCure  of  the  fame ;  and  being  demaudit 
for  produ6lioun  of  thair  a<Sls  and  proceidings  in  wryt,  declarit  be  the  mouth 
of  Mr  John  Hall,  thair  Moderatour,  in  abfence  of  Mr  Patrick  Galloway, 
that  the  fame  could  not  be  found,  be  reafon  that  ibinetyme  vmquhile  Mr 
James  Nicollbne,  Miniller  at  Meagle,  and  in  his  ablence  vmquhile  Richard 
Thomefoune,  Miniller  at  Calliltoun,  were  ordinar  fcrybes  and  keipers  of 
the  rolls  of  all  thair  proceidings,  quho  are  both  deceillit  this  lyfe ;  and 
albeit  they  have  made  travells  at  their  executours  hands  for  obtaining  of  the 
faids  fcrowis,  get  they  could  in  no  wayes  attaine  vnto  the  fame ;  and  ther- 
for  they  and   everie  ane  of  them  did   offer  themfelves  to   be  particularlie 

6s 
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cenfurit  be  this  prefent  Affemblie  ;  [in  refpedl  whereof  the  AlTemblie] 
ordainit  them  all  to  remove  :  quhilk  being  done,  Mr  William  Couper, 
Moderatour,  appointit  to  this  effedl,  demandit  publicklie,  if  any  of  the 
AiFeniblio  had  ought  to  object  againft  the  faids  Commiffioners  proceidings 
why  the  fame  might  not  be  ratified  and  allowit  :  and  in  relpedt  of  the 
taciturnitie  of  the  haill  brethren,  and  that  nothing  worthie  of  cenfiire  was 
objedlit  to  any  of  them  for  thair  proceedings,  the  laids  Commiilioners  be- 
ing returnit  in  the  Affemblie,  tooke  inflruments  of  the  ratificatioun  and 
allowance  of  thair  Iliids  proceidings. 

The  laid  day,  the  brethren  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  prefentlie  conveinit 
having  advyledlie  confiderit  the  [neceffity  of]  eletSling  and  chooiing  of 
Commiffioners  from  tliis  prefent  Airemblie,  for  giving  advyce  to  his 
Majeftie  for  fuppreffing  of  Papiflicall  iuperilitioun  quhilk  increafes  more 
and  more  daylie  within  this  realme  :  Therfor  they  have  made,  conllitute,  and 
ordainit,  lykeas  they,  be  the  tenour  heirof,  maks,  conilitutes,  and  ordaines 
Mr  George  Glaidflanes,  Bifchop  of  San6l  Androes,  Mr  John  Spottifwood, 
Eifchop  of  Glafgow,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Bifchop  of  Ros,  Mr  Alexander 
Lindfay,  Bifchop  of  Dunkcld,  Mr  Peter  Blackburne,  Bifchop  of  Aberdein, 
Mr  James  Law,  Bifchop  of  Orknay,  Mr  Alexander  Dowglas,  Bifchop  of 
Murray,  Mr  Gawin  Hamiltoun,  Bifchop  of  Galloway,  Mr  Alexander 
Forbes,  Bifchop  of  Cathnes,  JSIr  Andro  Lamb,  Bifchop  of  Brechin,  Mr 
Andro  Knox,  Bifchop  of  the  YIes,  !Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  David 
Hoome,  Mr  John  Clappertoun,  Mr  John  Knox,  Mr  Robert  Howie,  Mr 
John  Hall,  Mr  John  Caiilcleugh,  Mr  John  Strauchane,  i\Ir  Andro  Boyd, 
Mr  Andro  Leich,  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  Mr  Patrick  Sharp,  Mr  Patrick 
Symfone,  Mr  George  Hay,  Mr  Patrick  Lindfay,  Mr  William  Scott,  Mr 
Adame  Ballantyne,  Mr  John  Hay,  Mr  William  Cowper,  or  any  elevin 
of  them,  thair  verie  lawfull  and  vndoubtit  Commiffioners  from  this  prefent 
AlTemblie  ;  giveand,  grantand,  and  committand  to  them,  or  any  elevin  of 
them,  as  faid  is,  thair  full  power  to  plant  fuch  kirks  in  the  fpeciall  Burrow- 
flounes  as  prefentlie  are  or  falbe  [found]  deftitute  of  Paflors,  befor  the  nixt 
Affemblie. 

Attour,  If  it  fall  happin  the  Kings  ilajellie  to  be  grelvit  at  any  of  the  Mi- 
niftrie  for  quhatfomevir  enormitie  committit  be  any  of  them  againd  his 
Hienes,  with  power  to  them,  or  any  elevin  of  them,  to  try  and  cognofce 
thervpon,  and  take  fuch  ordour  theranent  as  they  {all  think  expedient  to 
the  glorie  of  God  and  Weill  of  the  Kirk  ;  and,  finallie,  with  power  to  tlicm 
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tg  prefent  the  greives  and  petilioiins  of  the  Kirk  to  his  Majeftie,  his  Ilienes 
Secreit  Couiifoll,  [Genorall]  Conventiouns,  and  Parliaments  that  11x11  happin 
to  occurre  befor  the  nixt  AlFerablie,  and  to  crave  redreffe  of  the  fame  : 
ordaining-  them  to  give  compt  of  thair  proceidings  to  the  nixt  Affemblio 
quhen  it  fall  happin  to  conveine.    Promitten  de  rato,  &c. 

It  is  a] waves  Ipeciallie  provydit,  that  this  prefent  nominatioun  of  the 
fame  Comminioners,  quhilks  were  for  the  moll:  part  Commillioners  in  the 
lall  Affemblie,  falbe  no  wayes  prejudicial!  to  the  libertie  of  the  Aflemblie 
in  chooling-  and  elefting-  Commillioners  quhom  they  fall  think  moil  meitt 
and  expedient ;  neither  fall  this  eleftioun  induce  or  import  any  perpetuitie 
of  the  office  in  the  perfons  ele6lit. 

Item,  It  is  flatute,  that  the  haill  Comniiliioners  be  defyrit  and  warnit  to 
kcip  all  thair  conventiouns,  if  opportunelie  the  fame  may  be  done. 

Forfameikle  as  the  dillra6liouns  and  eyelills,  quhilk  are  fufpedlit  to  be 
in  the  hearts  of  the  brethren  among-  themfelves,  is  one  of  the  moll  fpeciall 
and  vrg-ent  caufes  of  the  increafe  of  Papills  and  Papiftrie  within  this  realme  : 
Therfor,  for  avoyding-  therof,  that  certaine  of  the  brethren,  viz.  the  Bifchops 
of  Sancl  Androos,  Glalgow,  Ros,  Orknay,  Mr  John  Hall,  Mr  Patrick 
Simfone,  Mr  William  Cowper,  and  Mr  John  Knox,  conveine  with  his 
Majeflies  CommilFioner  to  advyfe  vpon  tlie  moftlblid  and  fubilantious  over- 
ture for  removeing  of  the  eyelills  and  dillracliouns,  and  to  report  the  fame 
to  the  Affemblie  the  nixt  Sellioun. 


Seflio  7^-  26  Julij.     Poll  meridiem. 

The  faid  day,  the  brethren  appointit  for  advyfeing  vpon  the  bed  over- 
tures anent  the  diilra6liouns  and  eyelills  that  were  entrit  in  the  hearts  of 
the  Minillrie,  deciarit,  that  after  mature  deliberatioun  they  fand  the  faids 
eyelills  and  controverfies  to  arife  either  vpon  diflra6liouns  of  affe6liouns, 
or  vpon  diveriitie  of  opiniouns  ;  the  firft  quherof  being  carnal),  and  therfor 
more  dangerous,  becaufe  it  fufferit  not  the  brethrein  whofe  affe6liouns 
were  feparatit  to  vnite  themfelves  with  efauld  and  vniforrae  counfell  and 
advyce,  to  refill  the  fubtile  pra6lice  of  the  commoun  eneniie,  and  fo  give 
him  place  with  his  fubtile  crafts  and  fchifts  to  enter  in  the  Kirk  of  God, 
and  therby  to  fupplant  and  vndermyne  the  lame  :  Therfor,  thair  advyce 
was,  that  as  the  danger  increafes  be  the  nourilhirig  of  the  diftra6lit  affec- 
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tiouns  of  the  brethren,  even  fo  the  cure  was  the  more  neceffar,  and  the 
more  haftille  to  be  applyit,  to  wit,  that  the  haill  brethren  in  the  Miniftrie 
foiild  prefentlie,  in  the  feare  of  God,  lay  downe  all  rancour  and  diilra6liouns 
of  heart  and  affe6liouns,  quhilk  either  of  them  hes  borne  ag-ainll  vthers  in 
any  tyines  bypaft,  and  be  reunited  and  reconcileit  with  heartie  affe6lioun  in 
Chrift,  as  becomes  them  quho  are  Miniflers  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  Preach- 
ers of  peace  and  ChrilHan  love  and  charitie  to  his  people  ;  to  the  effect  that 
by  this  heartie  reconciliatioun,  thair  hearts  and  devyfe  may  be  conimunicat 
for  diffappointing  of  the  craftie  devyfe  of  the  commoun  enemie  :  Quhilk 
advyce  the  haill  brethren  of  the  Aflemblie  moft  loving-lie  and  heartilie  im- 
braceit,  and  ordainit  every  ane  of  them,  afweill  Comniinioners  prefent  as 
of  the  Miniftrie  that  were  abfent,  to  obey  the  fame  by  laying-  downe  all 
grudge  or  rancour  that  any  of  the  brethren  doe  beare  at  vthers  ;  in  tokin 
quherof,  and  of  the  effauld  vnioun  of  hearts  and  affefiliouns,  they  all  held 
vp  thair  hands  to  God,  teftifieing  to  his  Majeftie  the  truth  of  thair  hearts 
in  the  faid  matter :  And  lykewayes  they  ordainit  the  fame  to  be  intimat 
to  the  reft  of  thair  brethren  at  thair  returning  to  thair  Prefljitries,  to  the 
effe6l  that  the  famein  may  be  done  in  every  Prefljitrie  immediatlie  after  thair 
returning,  as  faid  is  ;  inhibiteing  alio  and  difcharging  any  fuch  dillrailiouns 
or  rancour  to  be  among  them,  either  in  affedlioun,  or  in  word,  deid,  or 
countenance,  but  that  they  concurre  in  ane  mutuall  friendfiiip  and  holie 
amitie  in  God,  as  becomes  the  Paftours  of  the  Kirk  of  Chrift  ;  and  quho- 
foevir  does  in  the  contrair,  that  he  be  cenfurit  in  his  awin  Prelbitrie  or 
Synod  ;  and  in  cace  of  thair  negligence,  be  the  Commillioners  of  the  Gene- 
rail  Aflemblie. 

As  for  the  fecond  caufe  of  eyleifls,  quhilk  is  faid  to  arife  vpon  diverfitie 
of  opiniouns,  becaufe  the  Aiid  diverfitie  of  opiniouns  refults  vpon  different 
judgements  amangs  the  brethren  concerning  the  externall  governement 
and  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  quhilk  cannot  be  lb  fhortlie  difcuffit  and  advyfeit 
vpon  as  the  brevitie  of  this  Affemblie  permitts  :  Therfor,  it  was  the  opi- 
nioun  of  the  brethren  forfaid,  that  the  fame  fould  be  delayit  to  ane  tyme 
more  convenient,  and  in  the  meanetyme  certaine  appointit  to  reafon,  treat, 
and  advyfe  vpon  the  fame  :  quhilk  lykewayes  the  Aflemblie  hes  thoght 
expedient,  and  therfor,  they  have  eleclit  and  chofm  the  brethren  after  fol- 
lowing, viz.  the  Bifehop  of  San6l  Androes,  Bifchop  of  Glafgow,  Bifchop  of 
Dunkeld,  Bifchop  of  Orknay,  Bifchop  of  Cathnes,  Mr  Patrick  Sharp,  Mr 
Robert  Howie,  Mr  John  Michellbne,  Mr  Henrie  Philp,  Mr  George  Hay, 
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Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  INIr  John  Hall,  Mr  Patrick  Simfone,  Mr  Vv'illiam 
Scott,  Mr  Archibald  Ofwell,  Mr  John  Knox,  Mr  John  Carmichaell,  Mr 
Adame  Ballantyne,  Mr  John  Weinies,  and  Mr  William  Cowper,  thair 
Commiilioners  in  that  pairt,  to  conveine  with  his  Majeflie,  or  lick  of  his 
Majellics  Counfell  as  be  his  Majellie  is  appointit,  [at  fuch  tyme  and  places 
as  they  lliall  be  requyrit  be  his  Majeflie]  and  to  treat,  reafon,  and  confult 
vpon  all  matters  ftanding-  prefentlie  in  controverfie  among-  the  brethren 
anent  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  quhatfoevir  they  aggrie  vpon  to  re- 
port to  the  nixt  Generall  AIFeinblie. 

And  in  the  raeanetyme,  quhill  the  nixt  Affemblie,  for  ane  interim,  the 
advyfe  of  the  brethren  conveiiiit  at  Falkland,  the  IG  of  Junij  laft,  be  ob- 
lervit  anent  the  conftant  Moderatour. 

Item,  It  is  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  as  vpon  every  fyft  day  of  Auguft, 
publick  thankfgiving-  is  given  to  God,  for  the  prefervationn  of  his  Majeflie 
from  the  treafon  of  fometyme  John  Iilrle  of  Gowrie,  throughont  all  the  parts 
of  Great  Britaine,  that  evin  fo  the  fame  be  intimat  at  every  paroch  Kirk 
with  all  pofTible  diligence,  ordaining  that  fiich  as  refufes  to  doe  the  fame, 
be  obfervit  and  delait  to  the  CommilTioners  of  the  Generall  AlTemblie. 

Item,  Becaiife  the  brethren  appointit  for  tryall  of  the  diligence  of  the 
CommilFioners  appointit  be  the  lafl  Generall  Affemblie  for  viiitatioun  of 
the  Prefljitries,  did  report,  that  it  was  ane  generall  greife  and  complaint 
givin  in  be  the  few  Commiilioners,  that  had  produceit  thair  diligence,  of  the 
great  delblatioun  of  the  want  of  Paflours,  and  in  fpeciall  of  the  fareflof  the 
South  and  North  parts  :  Therfor  the  brethren  ordaines  the  Coumiiflioners 
of  this  Affemblie  to  dire6l  ane  fupplicatioun  to  his  Majeflie  for  taking  ordour 
for  planting  of  the  haill  Kirks  within  this  realme. 

And  in  refpe6l  of  the  great  neceflitie  of  the  Kirks  of  Annerdaill,  Ewif- 
daill,  and  Elkdaile,  and  the  refl  of  the  Kirks  of  the  Daills  quhilk  are  alto- 
gether vnplantit,  as  lykewayes  of  the  Kirks  of  Cathnes  and  Kos,  in  the 
qubilks  it  is  regraitit  that  in  many  of  them  the  holie  communioun  was 
never  celebrate  :  Therfor,  the  AITemblie  has  givin  and  grantit,  lykeas  they, 
be  the  tenour  heirof,  gives  and  grants  thair  full  power  and  conmiifiioun  to 
the  brethren  vnderwrytin,  viz.  to  the  Bifchop  of  Glalgow,  [and  Mr  John 
Knox,]  for  viiitatioun  of  the  Kirks  of  Annerdaill,  Ewifdaill,  Efkdaile,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Daills  vnplantit,  as  faid  is ;  and  to  the  Bifchop  of  Cathnes, 
George  Dowglas,  and  Mr  William  Dowglas,  for  viiitatioun  of  the  Kirks 
of  Cathnes  and  Ros,    with  power  to  them  to  plant  Miniflers  at  the  Kirks 
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wiUiin  the  faids  bounds  refpeflive  ;  and  to  try  the  literature,  qualificatioun, 
and  converfatioun  of  fuch  as  are  already  plantit,  and  in  cace  of  vnfufficiency 
to  deprive  them  from  thair  funftiouns  ;  with  power  alfo  to  caufe  kirks  be 
reedified  quher  as  they  are  demoliflied  ;  and  if  neid  beis  to  vnite  kirks 
quher  neceifitie  requyers  ;  and  to  report  thair  diligence  to  the  nixt  Affem- 
blie  :    Promitten  de  rato  &c. 


SelFio  vltima.     Penultimo  die  Julij,  ante  meridiem. 

Item,  Becaufe  ane  gi-eat  part  of  the  defolatioun  of  Kirks  proceids  from 
the  abfence  of  certaine  of  the  I^Iinillrie  from  thair  flocks,  be  reafon  they 
are  fo  confynit :  Therfor,  the  Affemblie  hes  thoght  it  expedient,  that  thair 
CommifTioners  direft  ane  humble  fupplicatioun  to  his  Majeftie,  humblie 
defyrcand  his  Hienes  to  fett  at  libertie  I'uch  of  the  Miniflrie  as  are  confynit, 
to  the  effe6l  be  thair  prefence  and  waiting  on  thair  cure,  thair  flocks  may 
be  conforted,  quhilks  are  now  left  defolate. 

Item,  Becaufe  it  is  humblie  lamentit  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  towne  of 
Aberdein  ceafes  not  geirlie  to  eledl  and  choofe  fuch  perfons  to  be  Magil- 
trats  and  vpon  thair  Counfell  as  are  wilfuU  and  profell  Papills,  and  enemies 
to  the  trueth  profell  within  this  realme,  to  the  diihonouring  of  God,  dif- 
hearting  of  fuch  as  feares  his  name,  and  to  the  contempt  of  difcipline  within 
that  burgh  :  Therfor,  it  is  ordainit  [be  the  Affemblie,]  that  the  Prefbitrie 
of  Aberdein  inhibit  the  Counlell  and  inhabitants  of  the  iaid  burgh,  that 
they  ele6l  nor  cliool'e  no  Papifts  to  beare  office  of  ane  Magifl:rate  or  vpon 
any  Counfell  in  any  tyme  comeing,  and  if  they  doe  in  the  contrair,  that 
they  proceid  againft  them  with  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk  ;  ordaining  lyke- 
wayes  the  Commiirioners  appointed  for  his  A'lajellie  to  adjoyne  this  petitioun 
to  the  reft  of  thair  fupplicatiouns,  that  by  his  royall  authoritie  ane  civill 
paine  may  be  iniponit  vpon  the  contraveiners  of  the  laid  a6l. 

Item,  It  is  ordainit,  that  no  Minifter  in  any  tyme  comeing  fall  take  vpon 
him  to  folift  in  favours  of  Papiils,  or  fufpefil  of  Papiftric,  either  before  the 
civill  or  fpirituall  Judge,  or  vtherwayes,  either  be  word  or  wryte,  vnder 
the  paine  of  deprivatioun. 

Item,  Becaufe  ther  is  fundrie  fupplicatiouns  and  bills  givin  into  the 
Generall  AHemblie,  quhilk  for  the  fliortnes  of  tyme  cannot  be  decydit  and 
anfuerit:    Therfor,  the  Generall  Affemblie  remitts  the  fame  to  thair  Com- 
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milFioners  above  conflitute,  ordaining-  them  to  conveine  vpon  the  15  day 
of  November  nixt  to  come,  and  ther  to  decyde  and  anfuer  all  fnch  bills  and 
fupplicatiouns  as  falbe  direfilit  vnto  them  vpon  the  back,  from  this  prelent 
Aflemblie. 

Item,  Becaufe  it  lies  pleafed  God  of  his  raercio  to  grant  a  good  and 
happie  fuccefle  to  this  prefent  Conventioun,  to  the  confort  of  his  awin  Kirk, 
and  difcontentment  of  the  enemies,  therfor  the  AlFemblie  ordaines  the  fame 
to  be  intimat  be  every  Prefbitrie  at  thair  feverall  paroch  Kirks  immediately 
after  the  diffolving  of  this  Conventioun,  and  that  they  give  publick  thanks 
for  the  fame,  and  pray  God  for  a  profperous  and  long  reigne  to  his  Majef- 
tie  and  the  health  of  his  royall  poileritie. 

The  nixt  Generall  AlFemblie  is  ordainit  to  bald  at  Edinburgh  the  lall 
Tuefday  of  May  1609  geirs,  if  his  Majellie  fall  think  expedient. 

Thanks  being  givin  to  God  for  the  profperous  event  of  this  prefent  Af- 
femblie  be  prayer  and  finging  of  pfalraes,  the  fame  was  dimillit. 

[Extradt  furth  of  the  Regifters  of  the  Acls  of  the  General  Affemblie  by 
lae  Mr  Thomas  Nicolfone,  Clerk  Keeper  and  ExtraiSlor  therof.  C] 


[Proclamation  by  the  King  for  proroguing  the  meeting  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  appointed  be  the  laft  Aflembly,  from  the  15  of  November  till  the  G 
of  December. 

James  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  To  our  Lovites,  &c.  Meffengers,  our  Sheriffs  in  that 
part  conjunctly  and  feverally,  fpecialy  conilituted.  Greeting.  Forafmuch 
as  although  the  firft  advertifement  of  the  godly  forwardnefs  and  zeal  kythed 
be  thefe  of  our  Nobility,  Clergy,  and  the  other  Eilates  of  this  our  kingdom, 
conveened  lately  in  a  General  Alfemblie  at  our  Burgh  of  Linlithgow,  did 
give  unto  us  no  fmall  caufe  of  joy  and  contentment,  that  there  Hiould  be 
fo  great  a  number  of  well  affefiled  and  difpofed  people  in  religion  within 
our  faid  kingdome  in  thefe  dayes,  when  blindnefs  and  ignorance  have  taken 
fo  great  hold  in  forain  parts  ;  yet  fince  that  firft  advertifement,  we  are  fu 
much  the  more  fatiffied  and  contented  with  their  whole  proceedings,  being 
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certified  of  the  fame  at  length  by  our  oun  CommUrioner  who  was  prefent 
all  the  time  thereof,  and  be  repair  hither  of  fome  Commiirioners  fele(Sbed 
out  of  everie  Eilate,  and  directed  be  the  faid  Affemblie,  fuited  unto  us  for 
the  allowance  of  certain  matters  moved  among-ll  them  ;  upon  the  firll  hear- 
ing of  which  proportions,  we  having  clearly  difcovered  the  true  difference 
betuixt  the  lawfull  and  unlawfull  meetings,  and  the  good  fruits  that  well 
licenfed  and  lawfull  conveened  AiFemblies  will  produce,  concurring  toge- 
ther in  a  continued  harmonic  to  advert  the  common  enemy,  and  to  deliberat 
upon  fuch  matters,  whereby  his  grouth  and  increafe  may  be  flayed  ;  and 
that  fuch  in  whom  errours  are  fo  far  rooted  as  there  is  no  hope  of  reclaim- 
ing, may  be  either  utterly  ("upprelTed,  or  at  leaft  brought  to  that  cafe,  that 
they  need  not  to  be  feared  in  any  I'ort,  or  reguarded  ;  and  not  according 
to  fome  late  proofe  of  unlawfull  conventicles,  who  upon  a  hair  brained 
folic  do  prealTe  to  rais  a  fchelim  in  the  Church,  and  by  divilion  doe  give 
that  advantage  to  the  enemy,  that  their  untimous  concurring  afterward 
together  will  hardly  gett  remeeded  :  and  as  love  is  the  main  point  in  all 
religion,  fo  the  tokens  of  a  general  uniformity  amongft  the  Clergy  and 
other  Eflates  there  conveened,  uttered  be  them  before  the  difolving  of  their 
Affemblie,  did  teflifie  to  the  world,  with  what  true  lincerity  and  aff'etlion  of 
heart  that  whole  meeting  was ;  wherein  their  proceedings,  by  excommu- 
nication of  one  of  the  great  fubjedls  in  this  land,  did  therewith  fliew  the 
Anall  reguard  they  have  to  offend  any  that  are  of  contrarie  profeiiion;  which 
as  we  cannot  but  commend  very  much  in  them,  fo  fince  the  Almightie 
God  hath  been  pleated  to  committ  the  Patrocinie  of  this  Church  in  our 
dominions  to  our  care  and  protedlion  as  his  Lieutennant  here  on  earth, 
and  nurfe  Father  of  the  fame,  we  intend  no  way  to  be  defc6live  therein, 
but  to  adift  all  the  lawfull  proceedings  of  that  Church,  as  well  in  advanc- 
ing the  Gofpel  as  reprelling  contrarie  profeffours.  And  having  conlidered 
the  petitions  brought  unto  us  by  thefe  CommilFioners  fent  from  the  faid 
Affemblie,  as  we  doe  very  well  allow  of  the  lame,  fo  for  the  better  incour- 
aging  of  thefe  who  have  had  this  turn  in  hand,  of  whom  we  hold  everie  one  in 
their  oun  degree  to  have  deferved  our  fpi-cial  thanks,  and  to  affray  all  fuch 
who  dare  kyth  themfelves  of  a  contrarie  faith  ;  it  being  certified  unto  us, 
that,  at  the  diffolving  of  the  faid  Affemblie,  certain  of  everie  Eilate  were 
appointed  to  meet  at  Edinburgh,  the  15  of  November  nixt,  to  attend  the 
Commillioners  return,  and  to  underfland  from  them  our  acceptation  of  the 
propofitions  brought  hither  with  them  j  and  we  being  willing  not   only  to 
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declare  oui*  allowance  of  the  fame,  but  farther  to  authorize  and  counten- 
ance the  fame  with  our  royal  authority  and  pouer,  have  therefor  thought 
meet  to  appoint  a  Convention  of  our  Eftates  of  this  our  kingdom,  the  6th 
day  of  December  nixt,  againft  which  time  we  doe  intend  to  fend  doun  thither 
our  particular  pleafure  and  will  concerning  all  thefe  petitions  preferred  be 
the  faid  Commiffioners  to  us.  Our  will  is,  therefor,  and  we  charge  you 
ftraitly  and  command,  that  incontinent  thefe  our  Letters  feen  ye  pafs  to 
the  Mercat  Crofs  of  our  Burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Sterline,  Glafgow, 
Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Elgine,  Dumfries,  and  other  places  needfuU,  and  there, 
in  our  name  and  authority,  be  open  Proclamation,  make  intimation  to  all 
fuch  who  expe6l  for  the  return  of  our  anfwere  at  the  faid  15  day  of  No- 
vember, that  they  repair  to  our  faid  Burgh  of  Edinburgh,  the  faid  6  day  of 
December  nixt,  where  we  intend  not  only  a  good,  plaufable  and  acceptable 
anfwere  delivered  for  the  true  comfort  of  all  good  profeffours  ;  but  that 
fome  fuch  farther  courfes  alfo  fliall  be  concluded  upon  by  our  Eftates  to  be 

at  that  time  convened,  as  may  moft  avail  for  the  profecuting  of 

may  both  repreaffe  the  common  enemy  ;  and  that,  in  this  happie  union  of 
the  Church  of  that  our  Kingdome,  God  his  glory  may  be  advanced,  and 
true  religion  profeffed. 

Given  at  our  Mannour  of  Hamptoun  Court,  the  2d  day  of  Ofilober, 
and  of  our  reigne  the  6,  and  42  years,  1608. 

Per  Reaem. 


The  Convention  of  Eftates  appointed  by  the  Kings  Proclamation  to 
be  holden  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  6  day  December,  was  continued 
to  the  24-  of  Januar,  l609. 

On  which  day,  the  Kings  Commilfioner  the  Earle  of  Dumbar  being 
prefent,  there  was  holden  at  Edinburgh  a  General  Convention  of  the 
Eftates,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Kings  anfwere  to  the  Petitions  of  the 
laft  General  AITembly.  The  Bifliop  of  Glafgow,  Mr  John  Spotfwood, 
rehearfed  at  great  length  the  Kings  fpeeches  concerning  the  approbation 
of  all  that  was  done  at  the  laft  Afl'embly,  yea,  that  he  commended  the  fame 

6  T 
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fo  farre  that  he  confeffed,  that  if  he  had  been  there  in  his  oun  perfon  lie 
would  neither  have  done  more  nor  lefs  than  they  had  done.  What  con- 
cerned Papifts  and  Papiftrie,  that,  faid  he,  his  Majellie  has  granted  abfo- 
lutely,  yea,  hath  fent  the  Earle  of  Dumbar  armed  with  all  authority  needfull 
to  doe,  as  they  craved.  But  as  for  the  Brethren  that  are  under  the  Kings 
difpleafure,  who  were  baniflbed,  imprifoned  or  confined,  that  if  they  would 
make  an  humble  fupplication  for  their  libertie,  fo  gentle  and  clement  was 
his  Majellie,  that  he  would  be  readier  to  grant,  then  they  to  fuit.  Thefe 
things  reported  at  length  be  the  Bifliop  of  Glafgow  and  Mr  William  Couper, 
Mr  James  Law,  Bifliop  of  Orknay,  Moderator  of  the  laft  Airemblie,  alked 
at  the  Noblemen,  what  they  thought  of  the  Report.  They  all  in  one  voice 
anfwered,  they  thought  well  of  it,  and  praifed  God  from  their  hearts,  for 
giving  them  fuch  a  religious  and  gracious  Prince,  who  had  fuch  a  refpedl 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  good  ellate  of  the  Kirk,  and  hated  everie  thing 
that  was  prejudicial  to  the  lame. 

Then  were  paft  the  following  refolutions.  Firft,  That  the  Bifliops 
flionld  be  examiners  of  Pedagogues  that  paffed  with  Noblemen  and  Gen- 
tlemens  fons  out  of  the  countrie. 

Item,  That  none  fufpefited  of  Popery  that  are  young  Gentlemen,  be 
entred  to  their  lands,  except  they  have  the  Bifliops  recommendation  to 
the  inqueifts,  and  a  teftificat  of  their  foundnefs  in  religion. 

In  end,  mention  M'as  made  of  the  Conference  which  was  to  be  holden 
between  the  Bifliops  and  the  Minifters.  The  Bifliop  of  Glaigow  faid,  that 
a  day  was  appointed  already  be  the  Earle  of  Dumbar,  and  the  Commiflion- 
ers  of  the  Kirk,  in  Februar  nixt  to  come  ;  and  for  that  effedl  advertifment 
fliould  be  made  to  all  having  entrels. 


Follow  the  Memorials  penned  by  Mr  Spotfwood,  Bifliop  of  Glafgow, 
fent  to  his  Majeftie  by  the  Bifliop  of  Galloway,  Mr  Gawin  Hamiltoun. 

Memorials  to  be  propounded  to  his  moft  excellent  Majeftie. 

1.  Yow  fliall  relate  the  proceedings  of  the  late  Convention,  and  what 
affedlion  fome  that  were  prefent  kythed  therein,  that  his  Majeftie  may  be 
forfeen  with  mens  difpofitions,  for  the  better  choice  of  thefe  to  whom  the 
affairs  fliall  be  concredited. 

2.  Yow  fliall  remember  the  care  we  have  had  of  reclaiming  the  Mar- 
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quife  of  Huntlie,  and  the  Earle  of  ErroU,  from  their  errours,  and  the  fiuall 
profite  we  have  feen  thereof;  and  infifl  for  his  Majefties  favour  to  the  peti- 
tion of  our  Letter. 

3.  Anent  the  Minifters  that  are  confined,  your  Lordfliip  fhall  excufe  the 
requeft  made  be  us  in  fome  of  their  favours,  fhewing  how  it  proceeded  ; 
and  farther  declare,  that  of  late  they  have  taken  courfe  to  give  in  fupplica- 
tions  to  the  Counfel  for  their  enlargeing  to  a  certain  time,  for  doeing  their 
particular  buiineffes  at  Seffion,  and  otherwife  in  the  country  ;  and  that  fome 
of  them  have  purchafed  licence  be  the  votes  of  the  Counfel,  albeit  we  op- 
poned  :  Therefor  beleek  his  Majellie  to  remember  the  Counfel,  that  the 
confineing  of  thefe  Minifters  was  for  faults  done  be  them  to  his  Hienes  (elf, 
and  that  they  fliould  be  acknowledged  and  confeffed  to  his  Majeftie,  and 
his  Hienes  pleafure  underftood  therein,  before  the  grant  of  any  favour ; 
otherwife  they  fliall  undoe  all  that  has  been  hitherto  followed  for  the  peace 
of  the  Kirk. 

4.  Touching  the  Ere6lions,  it  is  our  humble  delire  to  his  Majeftie,  that 
the  Noblemen,  in  whofe  favours  the  iame  hath  been  paft,  may  take  order 
for  the  provifion  of  their  Kirks,  according  to  the  conditions  made  in  Par- 
liament, or  then  difcharge  their  Eredlions,  which  Teems  beft  to  be  done  be 
an  A61  in  this  infewing  Seffion  of  Parliament,  for  which  his  Majefties 
warrant  would  be  bad  :  And  ficklike,  ibme  courfe  would  be  taken  for  the 
Prelacies  eredled,  which  have  paft  alio  the  conftant  Piatt  ;  that  the  pre- 
fentation  of  Minifters  to  the  modified  ftipends,  at  the  vacancy  of  the  Church, 
ftiould  be  in  his  Majefties  hand,  whereunto,  although  his  Majefties  exprefs 
commandment  was  given  of  before,  no  head  was  taken  be  fuch  as  had  the 
charge  of  affairs. 

5.  Since  this  matter  of  the  Commiflariats  importeth  fo  much  to  the 
reformation  of  our  Church  government,  as  this  being  reftored,  in  a  little 
time  the  reft  may  be  fupplied  that  will  be  wanting,  it  Ihall  be  good  to  re- 
member it  be  a  ferious  letter  to  my  Lord  Dumbar,  that  we  may  know  in 
due  time  what  is  to  be  expedled.  And  fince  our  greateft  hindrance  is 
found  to  be  in  the  Seffion,  of  whom  the  moft  part  are  ever  in  heart  oppofite 
unto  us,  and  forbear  not  to  kyth  it  when  they  have  occalion,  yow  Ihall 
humbly  intreat  his  Majefty  to  remember  our  fuit  for  the  Kirkraens  place 
according  to  the  firft  inftitution,  and  that  it  may  take  at  this  time  fome 
beginning,  fince  the  place  vacant  was  even  from  the  beginning  in  the  hands 
of  the  Spiritual  fide,   with  fome  one  Kirkman   or   other  till   now  ;  which 
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might  it  be  obtained,  as  were  moft  eafie  be  his  Majeflies  diredlion  and  com- 
mandment, there  fliould  be  feen  a  Hidden  change  of  many  humours,  in  that 
State,  and  the  Commonvvell  would  find  the  profite  thereof. 

6.  Anent  our  Conference  with  the  Miniftrie,  your  Lordfliip  will  declare 
the  time  that  is  appointed,  and  the  realbns  of  the  continuation  of  the 
fame. 

7.  Becaufe  in  the  time  of  Parliament  chiefly  it  fliould  be  expedient  to 
have  the  Bifliops  teach  in  the  pulpits  of  Edinburgh,  his  Majeftie  would  be 
pleafed  to  commend  this  to  my  Lord  of  Dumbar  be  a  particular  letter  ; 
and  to  require  alfo  the  Minillers  of  Edinburgh  to  defire  their  help  at  that 
time,  if  it  were  for  no  other  end,  but  to  teftifie  their  unity  and  confent  of 
mind  to  the  Eftates. 

8.  Becaufe  the  Kirk  of  Leith  lyeth  dettitute  in  a  fort  through  the  Bifliop 
of  Rolfe  his  age,  and  the  imprifonment  of  Mr  John  Murray  ;  and  that  the 
faid  Mr  John  is  no  way  minded,  as  appeareth,  to  give  his  Majeftie  fatiffac- 
tion  ;  neither  were  it  meet,  in  refpe6l  of  his  carriage,  that  he  fliould  return 
to  that  Miniftrie  ;  and  to  inlift  in  his  deprivation  with  the  Conimiifioners, 
might  perhaps  breed  unto  us  a  new  difficulty  :  If  his  Majeftie  fhall  be 
pleafed,  we  do  hold  it  moft  convenient  for  this  errand,  that  the  faid  Mr 
John  be  conveened  before  the  Counfel  be  his  Majefties  command,  and  be 
them  be  charged  to  ward  in  the  Toun  of  Newabbay  and  fome  miles  about, 
having  libertie  to  teach  that  people,  amongft  whom  he  fliall  find  fome  other 
fubjedl  to  work  upon  than  the  State  of  Bifliops.  And  for  the  provilion  of 
Leith,  that  his  Majeftie  will  be  pleafed  to  command  the  Prefliytrie  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  reguard  of  the  Bifliop  of  Rofl"e  his  age,  and  the  faid  Mr  Johns 
tranfportation  be  his  Hienes  appointment,  to  have  care  that  the  faid  Kirk 
of  Leith  be  planted  with  all  convenient  diligence  be  Mr  David  Lindfay 
fometimes  Minifter  of  SanCt  Andrews,  for  whom  both  the  people  is  ear- 
neft,  and  we  may  have  fufficient  affurance  to  his  Majefties  fervice.  And 
in  cafe  the  faid  Preflaytrie  prove  wilfull,  that  another  letter  to  the  fame 
effedl  may  be  fent  to  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Generall  Aifembly,  who 
may  take  order  to  fee  that  matter  ended,  if  fuch  fliall  be  his  Majefties  plea- 
fure ;   and  this  would  be  done  with  all  diligence  convenient. 

We  cannot  but  remember  alfo  the  miforder  creeping  in  the  countrie, 
that  once  was  happily  reprefl'ed,  the  wearing  of  gunnes  and  piftolls  ;  and 
humbly  befeek  his  Majefty,  that  fome  new  courfe  may  be  eftabliflied  be 
fearchers  of  fuch  perfons,  and  delating  of  them  to  the  Counfel,   that  they 
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may  be  punillied  ;  and  that  the  Treafurer  may  have  commandment  to  make 
choice,  in  everie  country,  of  certain  that  fliall  be  thought  fitted  to  fearch, 
which  Ihall  be  known  only  to  his  Lordfliip  felf,  and  fatiffie  them  for  their 
pains,  to  the  end  this  infolence  may  be  reftrained.  Particularly  it  would 
be  forbidden  in  the  granting  of  Commillions,  that  this  liberty  be  not  per- 
mitted ;   for  this  is  one  of  the  caufes  of  their  fo  open  bearing,  as  laid  is. 

Thefe  particulars,  your  Lordfliip  will  have  care  to  propone  to  his  Majef- 
tie  at  fome  fit  time,  and  fee  the  anfwers  thereof  difpatched  accordingly. 

Your  Lordiliips  fliall  remember  my  Lord  of  Cathnefs  and  his  penlion. 

Glasgow,  be  warrant,  and  at  the  defire  of  the 
reft  of  my  Lords  the  Bifliops. 

My  Lord,  when  your  Lordfliip  fliall  fpeak  for  the  help  of  our  Kirks,  be 
the  fall  of  thefe  men  that  poffels  our  livings,  and  do  juftly  incurre  his  Ma- 
jellies  indignation  be  their  hainous  offences,  be  pleafed  to  remember  the 
cafe  of  Lanerk  ;  the  polTeffors  of  the  tithes  be  now  excommunicated,  and 
at  the  horn,  Defire  his  Majefl:ies  favour  for  the  grant  of  them  to  Mr  Wil- 
liam Birnie,  Miiiifter  there,  wliofe  difpofition  your  Lordfliip  knows  to  his 
Majefties  lervice  ;  and  his  [lienes  letter  for  that  effe6l  to  my  Lord  Trea- 
furer, that  he  may  be  poUelFed  in  the  fame  with  all  convenient  diligence. 
Likewife  remember  the  provifion  of  Cramond,  and  the  Billiop  of  Dun- 
keldens  intereft  to  thefe  tithes. 

Glasgow. 


Proceidings  of  the  Conference,  appointed  be  the  laft  Affembly,  holden 
at  Falkland,  the  4th  of  May,  1609. 

The  Earles  of  Dumbar  and  Wigtoun,  my  Lord  Skoone,  and  my  Lord 
Fentounbarns,  Colledlor,  Commiffioners  for  his  Majeftie  ;  Mrs  George 
Gledftains,  John  Spotfwood,  Alexander  Lindfay,  Alexander  Forbefle, 
Patrick  Sharp,  Robert  Howie,  John  Mitchelfon,  Henrie  Philip,  and  George 
Hay  for  the  Bilhops ;  Mrs  Patrick  Galloway,  John  Hall,  William  Scott, 
Archbald  Ofwald,  John  Knox,  John  Carmichaell,  Adam  Bannatyne,  John 
Wemes,  and  William  Cowper,  (Patrick  Simfon  being  abfent,)  mett  in  that 
chamber,  which  was  her  Majefties,   for  difcharging  a  Comniii!ion  direcled 
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from  the  lad  General  Afletnblie,  bolden  at  Linlithgow,  the  29  day  of  Julie 
l608  years.  In  the  which  meeting-  the  faid  Commiffioners  proceeded  as 
followeth  : 


Seffio  1»- 

After  prayer,  and  a  Ihort  fpeech  uttered  be  Mr  James  Law,  Moderator, 
the  Commiffion  of  the  General  Affembly  was  read  ;  whereof  the  tenour 
followeth  : 

At  Linlithgow,  the  29  of  Julie  I6u8,  poll  meridiem. 

As  for  the  fecond  caufe  of  the  eyelifls  which  are  faid  to  arife  upon  di- 
veriities  of  opinions,  becaufe  the  faid  diverfities  of  opinions  refult  upon  dif- 
ferent judgments  among  the  brethren,  concerning  the  external  government 
and  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  which  cannot  fo  thortly  be  difcuffed  and  advifed 
upon  as  the  brevity  of  this  Affemblie  permitts  :  Therefor,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  brethren  appointed  for  the  advifeing  of  the  belt  overtures 
anent  the  diflraftions  and  eyelifts  that  are  entred  in  the  hearts  of  the  Mi- 
niftrie,  that  the  famen  fliould  be  delayed  till  a  time  more  convenient  ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  certain  appointed  to  reafon,  treat,  and  advife  upon  the 
fame,  which  likewife  the  Allemblie  has  thoght  expedient ;  and,  therefor, 
they  have  eledled  and  chofen  the  brethren  after  following,  viz.  the  Bi- 
ihops  of  Sanfil  Andrews,  Glafgow,  Dunkelden,  Orkney,  Cathnefs  ;  Mrs 
Patrick  Sharp,  Robert  Howie,  John  Mitchelfon,  Henrie  Philip,  George 
Hay,  Patrick  Galloway,  John  Hall,  Patrick  Simfon,  William  Scot,  Arch- 
bald  Ofwald,  John  Knox,  John  Carmichael,  Adam  Bannatinc,  John 
Weemes,  and  William  Couper,  their  CommilTioners  in  that  part,  to  con- 
veen  with  his  Majellie,  or  fuch  of  his  Majeflies  Commiffioners  as  his  Hienes 
lliall  appoint,  at  fuch  time  and  places  as  they  fliall  be  required  be  his  Ma- 
jeftie  ;  and  to  treat,  reafon,  and  confult  upon  all  matters  ftanding  prefently 
in  controveriie  among  the  brethren,  anent  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  ;  and 
whatfomever  they  aggree  upon,  to  report  to  the  nixt  General  AlFemblie ; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  while  the  nixt  Affemblie,  the  advice  of  the  brethren 
conveened  at  Falkland,  the  16  of  June  lafl  bypaft,  be  obferved  anent  the 
conftant  Moderators. 

There  was  read  alfo  his  Majeflies  Miffive  Letter,  and  a  letter  of  excufe 
from  Mr  Patrick  Simfon.     And  thereafter  a  motion  was  made  be  his  Ma- 
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jefties  Commiffioner,  and  propouned  be  the  Moderator,  that  five  of  either 
fide  fhould  be  put  apart,  to  fett  down  the  order  of  proceeding. 

After  fonie  reafoning  upon  the  i'aid  propolition,  and  fome  objections 
againfl  the  fame,  it  was  admitted  and  followed  :  and  for  the  Blfliops  were 
named,  San6l  Andrews  and  Glalgow,  Patrick  Sharp,  Robert  Howie,  and 
Henrie  Philip;  for  the  Minifters,  Patrick  Galloway,  John  Hall,  William 
Couper,  John  Carmichael,  and  William  Scot. 

The  Earl  of  Dumbar,  my  Lord  Fentounbarns,  James  Law,  Moderator, 
and  the  ten  which  were  nominated  and  chofen,  removed  and  went  into  his 
Majeflies  Chamber,  where  the  Commiilion  was  read  again  ;  which  bein"- 
conlidered,  was  thought  very  general  be  fome  ;  and  for  limitation  thereof, 
the  particulars  after  following  were  proponed  be  the  Minifters  : 

Firft,  That  the  brethren,  among  whom  the  alledged  controverfies  were, 
lliould  be  particularly  named,  or  at  leift  fome  way  defigned,  whereby  the 
one  party  might  be  known  be  the  other. 

Sly,  It  was  required,  that  the  alledged  controverfies  fliould  be  denomi- 
nated and  condefcended  upon,  for  clearing  of  the  firft  point.  Thefe  of  the 
part  of  the  Miniftrie  declared,  that  they  were  one  in  judgment  with  the 
godlie  Fathers,  reformers  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  fuch  as  had  from 
time  to  time,  in  General  Affemblies,  appointed  the  difcipline,  and  obtained 
ratification  thereof;  as  alfo  that  they  efteemed  the  difcipline  appointed  be 
the  Kirk,  and  ratified  be  the  laws  of  the  countrie,  to  be  moft  godly  and 
meet  for  the  ruleing  of  Chrift  his  Kirk  within  this  Realme. 

Thefe  of  the  other  opinion  came  to  no  particular  nomination  nor  delig- 
nation,  whereby  their  difference  from  fuch  as  had  eftablifhed  the  difcipline, 
might  be  perceived. 

For  better  underftanding  of  the  fecond,  the  Minifters  dedred,  that  dif- 
tin6lion  be  made  betwixt  matters  ftanding  in  controverfy  among  the  bre- 
thren, [and  matters]  extra  controveriiam  in  the  Kirk,  in  which  cafe  they 
take  to  be  all  things  concluded  in  lawfull  General  Affemblies. 

Item,  That  clear  difference  might  be  made  betwixt  privat  brethrens 
opinions  and  conceits,  (put  cafe  their  numbers  be  great,)  and  matters  in 
controverfie  in  the  Kirk  ;  feeing  nothing  can  probably  be  called  a  contro- 
verfy of  the  Kirk,  but  that  which  has  been  received  as  a  doubt  before  in 
fome  General  AlTemblies,  and  depends  as  yet  undecided,  for  there  is  an 
order  concerning  cafes,  where  the  brethren  doubt  and  crave  reformation, 
viz.  that  fuch  matters  fliould  be  proponed  to  the  General  Affemblie,  ordine 
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decenter,  animo  aedificandi,  non  tentandi ;  in  refpedl  of  the  which  order, 
it  is  no  wayes  convenient,  that  the  faids  Minirters  fliould  participat  in  a 
Conference  with  their  brethrens  opinions,  different  from  the  judgment  of 
the  Kirk  ;  and  fyne  report  the  fame  to  a  General  Affemblie. 

Laftly,  Seeing  the  AlTemblie  at  Linlitiigow  has  diredled  Commiilion 
anent  matters  prelently  ftanding  in  controverfy  concerning  difcipline,  which 
claws  of  necellity  muft  be  referred,  either  to  matters  that  ftand  in  contro- 
verfy before  that  Affemblie,  and  in  the  time  of  it  ;  or  els  to  matters  called 
and  received  in  controverfy  before  the  fame  :  It  was  demanded  be  the 
faid  Minilters,  what  particular  matters  either  Hood  in  controverfy,  or 
were  called  or  received  into  controverfy. 

The  intention  of  this  their  dealing  was  to  ihew,  that  the  Commiffion 
above  written  bore  no  warrant  to  the  faid  Commidloners,  either  to  make 
particular  queftions  and  controverlies,  which  had  not  been  heard  in  General 
AlTemblies  of  before  ;  or  yet  to  call  in  controveriie  the  adls,  conclufions, 
allowed  pra6tices,  or  eftabliflied  order  of  the  Kirk.  This  purpofe  was 
taunted  among  the  Miniflers  themfelves  ;  and  it  was  alledged,  that  this 
form  of  dealing  would  be  accounted  a  fliifting  of  difputation  ;  and  fo  the 
blame  would  lye  upon  the  Minifters. 

It  was  anfwered,  it  was  better  to  bear  the  unjuft  blame,  than  to  break  a 
whole  caufe,  which,  if  it  were  broken,  could  not  efcape  to  be  hurt,  feeing 
the  one  partie  were  16  or  17>  and  the  other  but  9.  The  other  fort,  for 
the  party  of  the  Bifhops,  termed  that  form  of  proceeding  tergiverfation, 
policy,  quarelling  of  the  General  Affemblie,  fruflration  of  their  good  in- 
tention, &c.  Much  time  and  talk  were  fpent  hereabout,  and  flioring  and 
boafting ;  but  no  clear  iatiffa6lion  returned  to  this  demand,  and  propoli- 
tions  above  Ipecified.  And  fo  Ibmewhat  abruptly  it  was  faid,  they  mett 
either  for  fomething,  or  nothing ;  and  confufedly  was  call  in,  that  lome  of 
the  brethren  had  received  the  conftant  Moderators,  and  others  not  ;  fo  that 
was  a  controverfy  of  the  Kirk,  faid  they,  whether  the  Moderator  Ihould  be 
conftant,  or  circular  as  they  termed  it. 

Item,  Some  of  the  brethren  think  that  the  cautions  fliould  be  keeped, 
and  others  think  that  reafon  would  that  fome  of  them  fliould  be  aboliflied. 
It  is  a  queftion  then,  forfooth,  whether  the  cautions  fliall  be  keeped,  or  not. 

It  was  anfwered  to  the  firft,  that  the  forefaid  Aflemblie  at  Linlithgow, 
wherefra  this  Commiflion  was  dire6led,  had  expreflly  provided,  that  the 
advice,   given  in  their  Conference  at  Falkland,   fould  be  obferved  till  the 
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iiixt  General  AiTembl}' ;  and  true  it  is,  tiiat  in  that  Conference  at  Falkland, 
tbe  meeting  at  Linlithgon^,  wherein  the  intended  innovation  of  the  Mo- 
deratour  was  begun,  was  fpyed  ;  and  that  matter  to  be  further  treated  in 
the  enfueing  Aflembly  at  Linlithgow  ;  which  AlFembly,  when  it  conveened, 
acquiefced  in  the  advice  given  at  Falkland  ;  fo  that  there  is  no  warrand  in 
this  Commiflion  to  call  the  accuftomed  and  eftabliflied  order  of  Moderation 
in  doubt. 

Unto  the  I'econd  it  was  anfwered,  that  the  cautions,  after  long  reafoning 
and  advifement  had  in  Prelbytries,  Provincial  and  General  Affemblies, 
they  were  foleninly  concluded  in  two  Affemblies,  one  at  Dundie,  another 
at  Montrofe,  his  Majeftie  being  prefent  at  the  one  and  the  other,  and  as 
yet  Hand  in  full  force  unrepealled,  and  can  no  more  be  called  in  queftion 
be  vertue  of  this  prefent  Commiffion,  than  the  a6ls  anent  vote  in  Parlia- 
ment, or  any  other  a6ls  of  the  General  Affemblies. 

It  was  thought  meet  be  the  moll  part,  that  both  thefe  matters  of  the 
Moderation  and  Cautions  lliould  be  put  in  queftion  ;  and  fo  they,  that 
went  apart,  reentred  in  the  place  of  Conference ;  and  all  being  prelent, 
the  Moderator  demanded,  whither  if  the  faid  matters  fliould  pafs  in 
queftion,  or  not.  It  was  anfwered  be  the  moll  part  affirmative,  they 
fliould  ;   and  fo  the  queftion  was  conceaved,  as  followeth. 

1.  Whither  in  Synods  or  Prelbytries  the  Moderation  fhall  be  conftant, 
or  not. 

2.  Whither  the  cautions  fett  doun  in  the  Affemblies  holdin  at  Dundie 
and  Montrofe  for  reftraining  the  power  of  Bifliops,  lliould  be  obferved  and 
ivvorn  to,  or  not. 

Thereafter,  the  Moderator  defired,  that  one  of  either  fide  fhould  be 
named  to  reafon  thefe  two  queftions  ;  but  being  late,  no  nomination  was 
made  ;  but  thanks  given,  and  fo  that  Seflion  ended. 

After  the  diffolving  of  that  Selfion,  the  Miniflers  mett  be  themfelves, 
and  having  conferred  a  little  anent  the  dilTadvantage  and  danger,  be  fuffer- 
ing  themfelves  to  be  leparated  in  that  former  Sellion,  all  were  delired  to 
think  that  night  upon  the  meeteft  remedy,  and  tymoufly  meet  in  the  morn- 
ing, which  they  did. 

In  that  their  meeting  they  concluded,  1.  That  Mr  Patrick  Galloway 
fliould  be  Ipeachman,  and  fome  others  to  allift  him  as  need  required. 
2.  That  they  fliould  fuffer  themfelves  no  ways  to  be  divided  ;  but  what- 
fomever  fliould  be  proponed,   (although  of  lefs  importance,)   they  fliould 

Gu 


1074  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1609- 

take  it  to  be  adviled  be  the  whole,  before  that  any  anfwer  fliould  be  re- 
turned. 3.  That  in  refpedl  of  the  members  of  that  Conference,  and  of 
the  quality  of  matters  called  in  doubt,  that  they  would  no  ways  difpute 
but  be  write. 


Seffio  2*-    Maij  5,    hora  P,   ante  meridiem. 

The  aforefaid  Commiffioners  conveened  in  the  morning,  in  the  place 
before  named  ;  and  after  prayer,  the  Moderator  proponed,  that  one  of 
either  fide  fliould  be  named  and  appointed  to  reafon  the  firft  queftion. 
Mr  Patrick  Galloway  being  defired  to  fpeak,  anfwered,  that  it  was  moft 
.convenient  to  reafon  the  matter  be  writt,  for  the  reafons  following  :  1. 
For  efliewing  of  idle  and  hot  fpeaches,  fuperfluous  digrefllons,  and  imper- 
tinent difcourfes,  whereby  brethren  might  be  irritated,  and  time  unprofi- 
tably  fj)ent.  2.  For  avoiding  of  different  reports  to  be  made  be  the  brethren 
of  different  judgments,  after  the  Conference  ended.  And,  therefor,  he 
required  the  other  partie,  that  they  would  fliortly  and  clearly  fet  doun  their 
opinion  in  articles,  touching  that  matter,  and  reafons  whereby  they  would 
confirm  the  lame  ;  promifing  that  the  faid  opinion  and  reafons  fhould  be 
plainly  and  brotherly  anfwered,  in  fuch  iuccinft  forme  as  was  poilible  they 
could  conceive  and  exprefs  in  write. 

Many  things  were  obje6led  againft  that  anlwer  and  offer  ;  but  all  objec- 
tions were  anfwered.  And  fo,  the  Miniilers  ftanding  conftantly  to  their 
refolution,  the  other  party  defired  that  they  might  advife  among  themfelves 
anent  the  premifes ;  unto  which  delire  the  Miniilers  agreed,  and  removed 
themfelves;  and  the  other  partie  with  his  Majefties  Commilfioners  fat  Hill. 

After  their  reentry,  the  Moderator  objedled  four  reafons  againft  writting. 
1.  The  cullome  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland.  2.  The  cuftome  of  Conferences 
in  other  countries,  and  iome  Colloquies  were  named.  3.  His  Majefties 
prohibition  of  writt.  4.  Sundry  inconveniencies  that  might  follow  there- 
upon, as  namely,  that  the  copies  would  pafs  abroad,  and  would  come  in  the 
hand  of  enemies,  whereby  it  could  not  fail,  but  flander  and  fkaith  would 
come  to  the  caufe  of  religion. 

To  the  firft  it  was  anfwered,  that  while  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  had  adoe 
with  the  Counfel  thereof,  anent  the  treating  and  concluding  of  the  heads 
of  difcipline,  they  gave  and  received  write  one  from  another. 
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To  the  fecond,  that  the  Colloquies  named  be  them  had  very  evill  events; 
and  others  treated  be  write,  fpecified  be  the  JNIinifters,  had  better  fuccefs, 
and  made  more  for  the  advantage  of  religion. 

As  for  the  cuflora  of  countries  generally  alledged,  writt  was  more  ufuall 
than  word,  as  may  be  feen  by  [AmbalTadoris  deillings,]  learned  mens  Epif- 
tles,  printed  Colloquies,  and  Traities  of  all  ages. 

To  the  third,  It  is  evident  in  his  Majellies  letter,  that  his  Hienes  inten- 
tion is  to  fettle  all  matters  peaceably,  and  befide  the  lame  there  is  nothing 
produced  :  Therefor,  writting,  whereby  jangling  of  words,  hot  fpeaches, 
and  tedious  digreffions  fhall  be  avoided,  is  the  moft  fitt  and  fafe  way  to 
come  to  his  Majefties  purpofe. 

To  the  fourth,  In  cafe  of  agreement,  interchanged  papers  may  be  riven 
or  burnt  ;  and  the  concluiions  agreed  upon  only  put  in  write  to  remaine. 
If  they  can  no  wife  agree,  whatlbever  fliall  pafs  in  write  maybe,  with  con-* 
fent  of  all,  deftroyed. 

And  after  thefe  anfwers,  the  Minifters  concluded,  that  reafoning  by 
word,  without  a  Judge,  could  not  poffibly  be  had  without  tumult  in  the 
time  of  treaty,  and  different  and  contradidlorious  reports  after  breaking  up 
of  the  meeting  ;  whereby  the  prefent  diftra6lions  would  be  augmented, 
and  the  caufe  of  religion  farther  prejudged,  Papills  and  all  forts  of  enemies, 
wifliing,  working  and  watching  for  divifion  among  Minifters,  fo  far  as 
they  may. 

The  matter  being  thus  ftand  to  be  the  Minifters,  fome  Ipeaches  of  ter- 
vours  was  given  out ;  and  thereafter  the  Moderator  proponed,  that  a  fliort 
hiftory  might  be  fett  doun,  with  all  confents,  of  that  meeting,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings therein,  to  fome  fuch  effedlas  foUoweth  :  That  the  Commillioners 
mett,  the  Commiffion  was  read,  two  queftions  were  agreed  upon.  They 
for  the  part  of  the  Bifliops  offered  to  difput  thereupon  ;  and  the  Minifters 
retufed.  The  Minifters  defired  the  laft  point  to  be  mended  after  this  man- 
ner ;  that  they  for  the  Bifliops  offered  to  reafon  be  word,  and  refufed  writt ; 
and  the  Minifters  were  willing  to  reafon  be  writt :  but  when  they  fliould 
be  before  a  General  AlTembly,  Judge  ordinar  in  fuch  matters,  they  fliould 
be  ready  to  reafon  be  word  or  writt,  as  it  fliould  pleafe  the  Aflembly  to 
injoyne  ;  but  here  they  could  not  reafon  be  word,  becaufe  they  wanted  a 
Judge.  This  was  refufed,  and  fo  no  hiftory  was  agreed  on  :  But  the 
Moderator  delired  that  his  Majefties  letter,  and  the  Commiffion  being  laid 
alide,  either  of  the  parties  would  adviie  upon  fome  overtures  for  the  peace 
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of  the  Kirk  ;  and  for  reporting  thereof,  three   after  noon  was  appointed 
for  all  to  meet  again.     Thus,  after  thanks  giving,  the  Commillioners  rofe. 
Immediately  after  dinner,  the  Commiflloners  conveened  be  themfelves, 
and  after  confultation  agreed  npon  four  articles  as  follows : 

1.  That  a  declaration  fhould  pafs  from  this  Conference  to  be  publiihed 
in  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  proporting,  that  the  Kirks  within  this  realm  are 
well  conftituted  in  dodlrine  and  diicipline,  praifed  be  God ;  and  that  the 
difcords  and  differences  among  the  Minifters  anent  the  one  and  the  other, 
aggredged  and  given  out  be  Papifts,  Atheifts,  and  other  enemies,  are  but 
llanderous  calumnies  tending  to  ledition,  and  to  deceive  the  finiple. 

2.  That  the  handling  of  the  difcords  and  differences  among  the  Minifters 
be  laid  afide  and  fpaired  ;  and  the  faid  differences  covered  under  the  fkirts 
of  brotherly  patience  and  chriilian  wifdoiii,  while  firft  Papifts  and  Papiftrie 
be  proceeded  againft,  and  put  to  a  point. 

3.  Seeing  the  matter  of  Biflioprick  and  Hierarchic  cannot  be  handled  at 
this  time,  but  with  advantage  to  Papiftry  and  Papifts,  and  difadvantage  to 
the  eftablilhed  order  of  this  Kirk,  which  has  been  a  fpecial  mean,  whereby 
they  and  their  kingdom  have  been  diffipated  and  overcome  ;  that  purpofe 
would  be  iuperceded,  till  the  land  were  purged  of  them  and  their  leaven. 

4.  That  an  humble  llipplication  fliould  pafs  from  this  Conference  to  his 
Majeftie,  for  grace  and  favour  to  the  Minifters  that  have  been  fo  long 
baniflied,  keeped  in  prifon,  and  confined ;  namely,  that  they  may  be  relax- 
ed,  fett  at  liberty,  and  returned  to  their  places. 


SefliO  3*-   Eodem  die,  bora  tertia,  poft  meridiem. 

The  whole  Commiffioners  mett  in  the  place  above  fpecified  ;  and,  after 
prayer,  the  Moderator  required  the  Minifters  to  prefent  their  advice,  as 
was  appointed  before  noon.  And  Mr  Patrick  Galloway  prefented  the 
articles  above  written,  which  were  read  ;  and  after  the  reading  thereof, 
fome  freated,  and  preffed  to  fpeak  ;  but  authoritative  be  the  Moderator  and 
fome  others,  that  vehemency  was  keeped  at  under,  and  filence  was  com- 
manded. Thereafter  the  advice  of  the  other  party  was  read,  and  all  de- 
manded, what  they  thought  of  it.  Little  faid  for  it,  and  nothing  againft  it. 
The  Moderator  defired  the  Minifters  to  take  up  their  articles ;  which  being 
done,  the  concluiion  after  following  was  agreed  upon. 
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At  Falkland,  the  fift  of  May  I6O9. 

The  brethren  conveened,  having  read  the  Commiffion  givein  to  them  be 
the  General  Affembly,  and  confidering  the  generality  therof,  and  how  it 
is  needfull,  for  ending  of  all  controverlies  flanding  in  difcipline  among  the 
Minillry,  that  the  particular  points  in  queftion  be  condefcended  upon, 
have,  for  the  prefent,  agreed  upon  two,  viz.  Whither  in  Synods  or  Prefby- 
tries  the  Moderators  fhould  be  conllant,  or  not :  And  whither  the  Cau- 
tions fett  doun  in  the  Affemblies  holden  at  Dundee  and  Montrofe  for  re- 
Itraining  the  power  of  Bilhops,  Ihould  be  holden,  and  fworne  unto,  or  not. 
Which  two  queftions  being  proponed,  becaus  neither  the  brevity  of  time  . 
permitts,  nor  is  it,  for  divers  caufes,  thought  expedient  to  enter  in  realbning 
thereof  at  this  prefent,  the  brethren  continue  all  treating  of  the  fame  till 
the  firft  Tuefday  of  Auguft  nixt  to  come,  appointed  for  their  meeting  to 
that  effedl  in  Stirling  :  Willing  and  commanding  every  one  of  the  faid 
brethren  to  advife  and  confider  gravely  on  the  faid  queftions,  and  all  points 
thereof;  and  to  be  ready  at  their  faid  meeting  to  propone  their  mindes 
either  be  word  or  write,  as  they  lliall  think  fitteft  ;  and  farther  to  fett  doun 
in  write  all  the  differences,  which  they  conceive  in  the  matter  of  difcipline, 
that  fome  folid  courfe  may  be  taken  with  common  confent,  for  removing 
the  fame. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  thought  expedient,  be  the  confent  of  the  whole 
number,  that  the  General  Affembly  be  prorogued  till  the  firft  Tuefday  of 
May  nixt  to  come,  to  be  holden  at  San6l  Andrews,  if  it  iliall  pleafe  his 
Majeftie  ;  that  thefe  affaires  being  brought  to  fome  point,  report  may  be 
made,  according  as  is  ordained  in  the  faid  Commiffion. 

And  becaus  his  Majefties  moft  zealous  care  for  the  good  peace  of  the 
Kirk,  and  the  fuppreffing  of  Papifts  and  all  contrary  religions,  does  fb 
many  wayes  appear,  that  we  have  all  exceeding  great  matter  of  thanks  to 
be  given  to  the  Almighty  God,  for  the  blelling  beftowed  upon  this  Kirk  in 
his  Majefties  perfon  :  It  is  found  meet,  that  a  letter  of  humble  thanks  be 
written  from  this  Conference  to  his  Majeftie,  and  that,  in  all  congregations 
of  this  kingdom,  declaration  be  made  be  every  Minifter  of  his  Hienesgood 
affe6lion  and  refolved  mind  to  fettle  the  Kirk  in  peace  and  truth,  and  to 
free  the  fame  of  all  the  enemies,  and  their  pernitious   pradlices  ;  and   that 
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publick  thankes  be  given  to  God  for  bis  mercies,  and  prayers  conceived  for 
bappy  progrefs  of  bis  Majefties  purpofe. 

As  alfo,  tbe  bretbren  knowing  tbe  great  dangers,  tbat  tbe  Kirk  Itandeth 
in,  tbrougb  tbe  enemies  of  religion,  bave  thougbt  meet  to  recommend  to 
all  tbe  Minifters  and  Prelbytries  in  tbis  realme  a  carefnll  proceeding 
againft  Papills,  and  fuch  [as  remaine  fufpe6l  in  religioune  ;  and  tbat  tbey 
be  diligent  to  lairne]  of  tbe  ftrangers  tbat  refort  from  forrain  parts,  and 
to  make  intelligence  to  bis  Majellies  Commilfioner,  tbe  Earle  of  Dumbar, 
or  fuch  other  of  bis  Hienes  Counfel  as  they  are  beft  acquainted  with,  that 
they  know  zealous  of  Gods  truth,  and  faithfuU  to  bis  Majellie  :  And,  above 
all  things,  tbat  they  and  every  one  of  them  intertain  peace,  friendfliip  and 
brotherly  love  with  others  ;  laying  afide  all  jealoufies,  fufpitions  and  other 
prejudices ;  and  tbat  they  comniunicat  their  counfels  and  helps  to  the  ad- 
vancing of  religion,  and  eftablilhing  a  good  and  folid  agreement  in  the 
Kirk  ;  which  tbe  brethren  prefent  for  themfelves  bave  folemnly  promiled : 
and  likeways  to  labour  others  to  the  fame  as  far  as  tbey  can,  tbat  God  may 
have  tbe  glory,  and  his  mod  excellent  Majeftie  fatiffa6lion  and  contentment 
in  all  things. 

This  conclufion  and  his  Majefties  letter  being  written  and  fubfcribed, 
the  Moderator  gave  thanks  to  God  in  the  place  where  tbey  mett. 

Mr  William  Couper  being  requeefted  by  his  Majefties  Commiflioner  and 
fome  of  the  brethren,  went  to  the  Kirk  of  Falkland,  and  all  that  were  there 
with  him.  He  made  an  exhortation  and  thankfgiving  upon  the  laft  three 
verles  of  tbe  74  pfalme  ;  and  thereafter  the  133  pfalme  was  fung,  and  thus 
all  were  difmiffed. 


A  CommiflTion  given  under  the  great  feal  to  the  two  Archbifliops,  to 
hold  two  courts  of  High  CommiHion,  was  proclaimed  at  the  Crofs 
of  Edinburgh,  in  March,   I6IU:    The  tenor  whereof  followeth. 

James,  be  tbe  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Brittane,  France,  and  Ire- 
land, Defender  of  tbe  Faith,  To  our  lovites,  &c.  Mellangers  and  Shirefl's 
in  that  part,  conjun6lly  and  feverally,  fpecialy  conftituted,  greeting.  For 
as  much  as  complaint  being  made  to  us  in  behalf  of  the  Miniftry  of  tbis  our 
Kingdom,  tbat  the  frequent  advocations  purchafod  be  fuch  as  were  either 
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erroneous  in  religion  or  fcandalous  in  life,  not  only  difcouraged  the  Mi- 
niftry  from  cenfuring  of  vice  ;  but  emboldened  the  offenders  to  continue 
in  their  wickednefs,  ufeing  their  advocations  as  a  mean  to  delay  and  diffap- 
point  both  tryall  and  punifliment :  We,  for  efchewing  of  this  inconvenient, 
and  that  the  number  of  true  profeffors  may  be  known  to  increafe,  the  An- 
tichriftian  enemy  and  his  grouth  ("uppreffed,  and  all  forts  of  vice  and  fcan- 
dalous life  puniflied  ;  and  that  neither  iniquitie,  nor  delay  of  tryall  and 
punilliment,  be  left  be  this  fubterfuge  of  difcouraging  of  Ecclefiaftical  cen- 
fures  to  proceed  on  things  fo  meet  and  proper  for  them,  have,  out  of  our 
duty  to  God  and  love  to  his  Kirk,  being  the  nurfe  father  of  the  fame  on 
earth,  within  our  dominions,  given  power  and  commilfion  to  the  Reverend 
Father  in  God,  and  our  trufly  and  well  beloved  Counfellor,  George  Arch- 
bifhop  of  San6l  Andrews,  Primat  and  Metropolitan  of  our  kingdom  ;  and 
to  our  right  trufly  culine  and  counfellor,  Alexander  Erie  of  Dumfermling, 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  this  our  kingdom  ;  George  Erie  of  Dumbar, 
Treafurer  ;  George  Erie  of  Merfchall,  John  Erie  of  Marr,  John  Erie  of 
Montrofe,  Patrick  Erie  of  Kinghorn  ;  to  the  Reverend  Fathers  in  God, 
Alexander  Bifliop  of  Dunkelden,  Peter  Bifliop  of  Aberdeen,  Alexander 
Bifliop  of  Murrey,  Andrew  Bifliop  of  Brechin,  David  Bifliop  of  Rofs, 
George  Bifliop  of  Dumblain,  Alexander  Bifliop  of  Cathnefs,   and  James 

Bifliop  of  Orkney  ;  to  our  truily  Cufines  and  Counfellors 

Lord  Lindfay,  Simon  Lord  Frazer  of  Lovat,  David  Lord  of  Scoon  ;  an<l 
to  our  truftie  and  well  beloved  Counfellers,  Mr  John  Prefton  of  Penny- 
cook,  Prelident  of  our  College  of  Juftice  ;  Sir  David  Cockburn  of  Clerking- 
toun,  Knight,  Lord  Privie  Seal ;  Sir  Alexander  Hay,  Knight,  our  Secre- 
tar  ;  Sir  James  Hay  of  Kingafli,  Comptroller  ;  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton 
of  Binnie,  Knight,  our  Advocate  ;  and  to  our  Lovites,  Sir  David  Carnagie 
of  Kinnaird,  Knight,  .  .  .  Dundas  of  that  ilk,  Alexander  Irving  of 
Drum,  .  .  .  Ramfay  of  Balmany,  Mr  John  Arthur,  Mr  Thomas  Hen- 
derfon,  Mr  Adam  King,  and  Mr  James  Bannatyn,  Commiflarys  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  Mr  John  Weymes,  Commiflar  of  Sandl  Andrews;  Mr  James  Mar- 
tin, Re6lor  of  the  Univerfity  of  Sanfil  Andrews  ;  Mr  Robert  Howie, 
Principal  of  the  New  College  there  ;  Mr  David  Monipennie,  Dean  of 
Faculty  ;  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  John  Hall,  Mr  Peter  Hewat,  Mr  John 
Mitchelfon,  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  Mr  John  Strauchan,  JMr  Andrew  Leitch, 
Mr  Hendry  Philp,  Mr  Arthur  Futhie,  and  Mr  Patrick  LindHty,  Minifters  ; 
or  to  any  five  of  them  ;  the  faid  Archbifliop  being  always  one,  within  the 
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whole  bonnds  of  the  Province  of  Saridl  Andrews  :  And  to  the  Reverend 
Father  in  God,  and  our  trutty  and  well  beloved  Counfeller,  John  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Glafgow,  Alexander  Erie  of  Dunifermling,  George  Erie  of 
Dumbar,  John  Erie  of  Caflils,  James  Erie  of  Glencarne,  John  Erie  of 
Wigtoun,  James  Erie  of  Abercorn  :  And  to  the  Reverend  Fathers  in  God, 
Gawin  Bifliop  of  Galloway,  John  Bifliop  of  Argyle,  Andrew  Bifliop  of  the 
Illes ;  and  to  our  truily  couline  and  counfeller,  Walter  Lord  Blantyre  ; 
and  to  our  lovits,  Mr  John  Arthure,  Mr  Thomas  Henryfon,  Mr  Adam 
King,  Mr  James  Bannatyne,  CommilTars  of  Edinburgh  ;  David  Forfyth, 
Comraiffar  of  Glalgow  ;  Mr  James  Halyday,  Conimiffar  of  Dumfries;  Mr 
John  Hamilton,  Conimiffar  of  Hamilton  ;  Mr  James  Hamiltoun,  Com- 
niilFar  of  Lanerk  ;  Sir  George  Elphinfton  of  Eaflwood,  Knight  ;  Mr  Pa- 
trick Sharp,  Principal  of  the  College  of  Glafgow  ;  Mr  William  Birnie, 
Miniller  of  Lanerick  ;  Mr  John  Hay,  ParCon  of  Ranfrew  ;  Mr  James 
Hamiltoun,  Dean  of  Glafgow  ;  Mr  David  Sharp,  and  Patrick  Walkinlhaw, 
Subdean  of  Glafgow  ;  Mr  Thomas  Ramfay,  Miniller  at  Dumfries,  Mr 
John  Bell,  Miniller  at  Glafgow,  and  Mr  Walter  Steuart,  Minifter  at  .  .  ; 
or  any  five  of  them,  the  faid  Archbifbop  being  always  one  of  them,  within 
the  whole  bounds  of  the  Province  of  Glafgow  :  To  call  before  them,  at 
iiich  times  and  places  as  they  Ihall  think  meet,  any  perlbn  or  perfons  dwell- 
ing and  remaining  within  the  Provinces  refpeclive  above  writen  of  San6l 
Andrewes,  of  Glafgow,  or  within  any  Dioceis  of  the  fame,  being  offenders 
either  in  life  or  religion,  whom  they  hold  any  ways  to  be  Icandalous  ;  and 
that  they  take  tryal  of  the  lame  ;  and  if  they  find  them  guilty  and  impeni- 
tent, refuling  to  acknowledge  their  offence,  they  fliall  give  command  to  the 
Preacher  of  the  parifli  where  they  dwell,  to  proceed  with  fentence  of  ex- 
communication againft  them  ;  which  if  it  be  protracted  or  delayed,  and 
their  command  be  that  Miniller  be  not  prefently  obeyed,  they  Ihall  conveen 
any  fuch  Miniller  before  them,  and  proceed  in  cenfuring  of  him  for  his 
difobedience,  either  by  fufpenlion,  deprivation,  or  warding,  according  as 
in  their  difcretion  they  Ihall  hold  his  obftinacy  and  refufal  of  their  diredlion 
to  have  deferved  ;  and  farther,  to  fyne  at  their  dilcretions,  imprifon  or 
ward  any  liich  perfon,  who  being  conviiSed  before  them,  they  fliall  find 
upon  tryall  to  have  deferved  any  fuch  puniQiment ;  and  a  warrand  under 
the  hand  of  any  five  above  named,  of  every  Province  refpedlive  above 
written,  the  faid  Archbilhop  of  the  Province  being  one,  fhall  ferve  for  a 
lufficient  command  for  the   Captains  and   Conllables  of  our  wairds  and 
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caftles,  and  to  all  keepers  of  jayles  or  prifons,  either  to  burgh  or  land, 
within  any  part  of  the  Provinces  respe6tiue  above  written,  for  receiving 
and  detaining  fuch  perlbns  as  Ihall  be  unto  them  diredled  to  be  keeped 
be  them,  in  fuch  forme  as  be  the  faid  warrand  fliall  be  prefcribed,  as  they 
will  anfwer  upon  the  contrair  at  their  perrill :  and  of  all  inch  fynes  as 
fhall  be  impofed  on  any  offender,  the  one  half  to  pertain  unto  ourfelf,  and 
the  other  half  to  be  imployed  upon  fuch  necelTary  things  as  our  laid  Cora- 
niiffioners  fliall  be  forced  unto,  by  charging  of  parties  and  witnefTes  to 
compear  before  them ;  and  the  fuperplus  to  be  bellowed  at  the  fight  of 
the  faid  Commiffioners  be  diftribution  among  the  poor  :  Commanding 
the  Lords  of  our  Privie  Counfel,  upon  fight  of  any  certificat  fubfcribed  be 
any  fiue  of  the  faid  Commillioners  within  every  Province,  as  faid  is,  the 
faid  Archbifliop  of  the  Province  being  one,  either  of  any  fine  impofed  be 
them  upon  any  partie  compearing  and  found  guilty,  or  of  the  contumacy 
and  refufal  of  any  to  compear  before  them,  that  the  faid  Lords  of  our  Privie 
Counfel  diredl  a  fummar  charge  of  horning  upon  ten  dayes  only  ;  and  that 
no  fufpenfion  or  relaxation  be  granted,  without  firfl  a  teflificat  under  the 
hand  of  the  Archbifliop  of  the  Province,  containing  the  obedience  and  fa- 
tiffadlion  of  the  party  charged,  be  produced  ;  and  in  cafe  of  farther  diffo- 
bedience  or  rebellion  of  the  party  who  fhall  be  charged  for  his  fyne  or  not 
compearance,  the  faids  Lords  of  our  Counfel  are  then  to  profecute  the 
mofl  flrick  order,  as  isufual  againft  rebells,  for  any  other  caufe  whatfomever. 
With  power  to  our  faids  Commiflioners  to  proceed  herein,  as  alfo  to  take 
tryall  of  all  perfons  that  have  made  defedlion,  or  otherways  are  fufpefiled 
in  religion  ;  and  as  they  find  any  juft  caufe  againft  them,  to  proceed  in 
manner  forefaid  :  and  als  whenfoever  they  fhall  learn  or  underfland  of 
any  Minifler,  Preacher,  or  Teacher  of  Schools,  Colleges,  or  Univerfities, 
or  of  exhorting  or  le6luring  Readers,  within  thefe  bounds,  whofe  fpeeches 
in  publick  have  been  impertinent,  and  againft  the  eftabliflied  order  of  the 
Kirk,  or  againft  any  of  the  conclufions  of  the  bypaft  General  Affemblies, 
or  in  favour  of  any  of  thefe  who  are  baniflied,  warded,  or  confined  for 
their  contemptuous  offences  ;  all  fuch  being  no  matter  of  do6lrine,  and  fo 
much  idle  tyme  fpent  without  inftrudlion  of  their  auditory  in  their  falva- 
tion,  ought  fo  much  the  more  feverelyto  be  puniflied  ;  in  regard  that  they 
are  Miniflers,  who  of  all  others  fliould  fpend  leaft  idle  talk,  and  fpecially 
in  the  chair  of  verity  :  and,  therefor,  after  the  calling  of  them  before  faid 
Commiffioners,  they  are  to  be  queflioned  and  tryed  upon  the  points  of  that 
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which  is  to  be  laid  againll  them,  and  puniflied  according  to  the  quality  of 
their  offence  :  And  whereas  complaints  Iliall  be  made  unto  them 
be  any  party  that  iliall  be  conveened  before  any  Eccleiiafticall  Ju- 
dicatory for  any  fuch  crime  as  he  Ihail  be  then  fufpe^ed  of,  or  that 
the  partie  doeth  alledge  alwayes  the  matter  iti'elf  to  be  improper  to 
that  Judicature,  or  the  proceeding  to  have  been  informal,  or  that  the 
Judicature  itfelf  has  been  too  partial  5  and  when  the  Commiffioners  fliall 
fee  any  j ull  caufe,  they  are  then  to  take  tryal  and  cognition  thereof  unto 
theml'elves,  and  to  difcharge  the  faid  Judicature  of  all  farther  proceeding  : 
Giving  power  alfo  to  our  laid  Comraiiiioners  to  make  choife  of  a  Clerk, 
and  other  members  of  Court ;  and  to  direct  out  precepts  in  name  of  the 
faid  Archbifliop,  and  his  aflbciats  within  every  Province,  for  citation  of 
any  parties  before  them,  witliin  the  bounds  of  the  faid  Provinces,  in  any 
of  the  faid  caufes  above  mentioned  ;  which  precepts  are  to  be  fealed  with 
a  fpecial  feal,  containing  the  armes  of  the  faid  Billioprick  :  giving  alfo 
power  to  charge  witnelFes  to  compear  before  them,  under  the  pain  of  forty 
pounds  fcota  money  ;  and  upon  the  certificat  of  the  faid  CorarailTioners, 
that  any  of  the  laid  penalties  are  incurred  be  them,  the  laid  Lords  of  our 
Counfel  are  to  direfil  the  like  charges  for  payment  of  the  fame,  as  is  ap- 
pointed for  payment  of  the  fynes  in  the  faid  Commiflion  paft  our  Great  Seal, 
containing  diverfe  other  heads,  claufes,  articles,  and  conditions,  and  bearing 
date  at  our  Court  at  Royiloun,  the  20  of  Januar  laft,  at  length  is  contained  : 
wherof  neceffar  it  is  that  publication  be  made  to  all  our  lieges,  that  none 
pretend  ignorance  thereof.  Our  will  is  herefor,  and  we  charge  you  flrait- 
ly,  and  command,  that  incontinent  thefe  our  letters  feen,  ye  pafs  to  the 
faid  burghs  within  the  Provinces  above  written,  and  there  be  open  procla- 
mation, that  ye  make  publication  of  the  premiffes,  that  none  pretend  igno- 
rance :  And  als,  that  ye,  in  our  name  and  authority,  command  and  charge 
all  our  lieges  and  fubje^ls  to  reverence  and  obey  our  (aids  Commiffioners 
in  all  and  every  thing  tending  to  the  execution  of  this  our  Commiffion  ; 
and  to  doe  nothing  to  their  hinder  or  prejudice,  as  they  and  ilk  one  of 
them  will  anfwer  to  us  and  our  Counfell,  upon  their  obedience,  at  their 
higheft  paine,  charge,  and  perrill.     The  which  to  do,  &c. 

Given  under  our  Signet  at  Edinburgh,  the  15  day  of  Februar,  and 
of  our  reigne  the  47  year,  I6IO. 

Per  Aflum  Secreti  Confili|. 
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The  Kings  Missive. 

Truftie  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well.     Albeit  we  juttly  fearing 
the  diforders  that  might  arife  in  the   General  Affembly  appointed   to   be 
holden  at  San6l  Andrewes,  the        day  of  May  next,  be  reafon  of  the  dif- 
ferences now  in  the  Church  for  matters  of  difcipline,  did  be  our  Letters, 
publiflied  in  Februar  laft,  defert  the  faid  meeting ;   and  fpecialy  declared, 
that  it  was  not   our  mind  to  appoint  any  new  x^ffembly,    before  we  were 
well  aiiured  of  the  peacable  inclination  of  thefe  of  the  Miniftry,  whoihould 
meet  and  conveen  therat :    Yet  having  been  lately  advertifed  of  great  con- 
fufion  arifeing  in  the  Church,  by  reafon  of  the  lool'e  and  unfettled  govern- 
ment which  is  therein,  and  being  intreated  be  fundry  of  our  good  fubjedts, 
Billiops,   Minifters  And  others,  for  licence  to  fome  general  meeting  of  the 
Church,  wherein  hope  is  givin  us,  that  fome  good  courfe  by  common  con- 
fent  fliall  be  taken  for  redrefs   of  all  unorders,   and  the  divifion  of  minds, 
that  has  fo  long  continued  among  the  Miniflry,  to  the  great  fcandal  of  their 
profeffion,  fliould  ceafe  and  be  extinguiflied,  we  have  been  pleafed  to  yield 
to  their  requiells,  and  granted  liberty  for  a  General  AQembly  to  be  holden 
at  Glafgow,  the  8th  day  of  June   next  :    And,  therefor,  we  will  and  re- 
quire you  to  make  choife  of  the  moft  wife,  difcreet,  and  peaceably  difpofed 
Minilters  among  you,  to  meet  and  conveen  the  faid  day  and  place,  inftrufil- 
ed  with   fufficient  comminion  from   the  reft,  as  in  other  AfTemblies  you 
have  been  accuftomed  ;  and  to  advife   anent  the   excommunicated   Erles, 
what  order  fliall  be  taken  with  them  for  their  fatiffa6lion  of  the  Church  ; 
anent  the  late  ere6lions,  to  comnmnicat  to  our  Commidioners  the  eftate  of 
every  church  within  any  of  the  fame,  the  raaintainance  allowed  thereto  ; 
an  overture  for  Supplying  the  churches,  which  are  not  lufficiently  provyded  ; 
and  what  is  the  beft  courfe  to  be  taken  for  the  ready  payment  of  the  Mi- 
nifters, fo  as  they  be  not  diftradled  from  their  charge,  and  forced  to  attend 
the  Law  for  difcuffing  of  fufpenfions,  and  fuch  like  queftions  arifeing  there- 
upon :   in  which  point  we  have  had  many  grievous  complaints  from  diverfe 
of  the  Minifters  there,  and  underftood  our  good  purpofe   touching  them 
and  their  uiaintainance  to  have  been  wonderfully  crofled  ;  and  that   they 
be  ready  to  give  their  beft  opinion  in  all  the  former  points,  and  in  every  thing 
elfe  that  fhall  be  demanded  of  them  for  the  good  peace  of  the  Church. 
And  becaus  by  our  Letters  we  have  particularly  acquainted  the  Archbilhop 
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of  Sandl  Andrews  of  our  purpofe  herein,  and  fent  unto  him  a  fpecial  note 
of  the  names  of  fuch  as  we  delire  to  be  at  our  faid  meeting  ;  it  is  our  plea- 
fure,  that  you  conform  yourfelves  thereto,  and  make  choife  of  the  perfons 
that  we  take  to  be  fitteft  for  giving  advice  in  all  matters  :  wherein  ye  iliall 
doe  us  acceptable  fervice.      We  bid  you  farewell. 

From  our  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  firft  of  Aprile,  I6IO. 


The  Bilbop  of  Sandl  Andrews  Letter  to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Chirnelide. 

Grace  be  multiplied  unto  you. 

Beloved  Brethren,  after  my  heartie  commendations  in  the  Lord,  I  have 
received  a  Letter  from  the  Kings  Majeftie  anent  the  direction  of  Commil- 
lioners  to  the  approaching  General  Affembly.  And  to  the  efFe6l  ye  may 
underiiand  my  Commiflion  to  you  for  that  effefil,  and  the  Kings  Majeflies 
plealiire,  I  thought  good,  as  having  credit  of  his  Majeftie  in  thefe  matters, 
to  fliew  to  your  Moderator  the  authentick  Letter  that  has  proceeded  from 
his  Majellies  hand,  and  to  lend  to  you  the  note  of  the  perfons,  whom  his 
Majeftie  has  thought  fitteft  for  that  work.  This  I  befeech  you,  lince  our 
Preftjytries  in  Fife,  and,  as  I  hear,  the  Prelbytrie  of  Edinburgh  hath  agreed 
to  the  Kings  delire,  that  ye  will  not  fail  to  fend  a  free,  voluntary  Commif- 
lion with  thefe  brethren,  who  have  alfo  received  their  feveral  MilFives  from 
the  Kings  Majeftie,  that  ye  feem  not  to  be  lingular,  and  refra6lorie  to 
reafonable  petitions.  1  hope,  that  this  my  counfel  fliall  be  well  accepted 
of  you  :  and  fince  fuddane  and  willfull  conclufions  haue  wrought  fuch  bitter 
eflfeiSls,  I  hope,  ye  will  not  provock  the  Kings  Majeftie  to  wrath,  without 
any  neceffary  occafion.  Thus  I  beleek  God  to  blels  you  all  with  the  fpirit 
of  truth  and  love  to  the  end. 

Edinburgh,  the  28  of  May,  I6IO. 

Your  loving  and  affured  Brother, 
Sanct  Andrews. 
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A.D.  M.DC.X. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  halden  at  Glafgon^, 
the  8  of  Jimij  1610  years,  quher  was  prefent, 


[The  Kings  Commissioners. 


The  Earle  of  Dumbar. 

The  Archbifliop  of  San6l  Andrews. 


My  Lord  Prefident. 
My  Lord  Secretarie. 


Of  the  Nobility. 


Earles  Montrofe. 
Glencarne. 
Cathnefs. 
Wigtoun. 
Kinghorne. 
Abercorne. 
Lothian. 


Lords  Lindfey. 
Scoone. 
Blantyre. 
Kintail. 

Mr  of  Tillibartine. 
Comptroller. 
Kilfyth. 


Of  the  Ministery. 
Orknay. 


Bifhop  of  Orknay. 

Robert  Stewart. 

Mr  Patrick  Waterftoun. 


William  Hair. 

Mr  Andrew  Difliingftoun. 
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Cathness. 
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Bifliop  of  Cathnefs. 
Mr  William  Pope. 
Thomas  Paipe, 


Mr  George  Monro. 


Ross. 


James  Gray. 

Mr  Andrew  Osrlbwie. 


Mr  Robert  Rock. 


Bifliop  of  Murray. 
Mr  James  Dundas. 
Mr  Thomas  Dundas. 
Mr  Patrick  Dundas. 


Murray. 


Mr  William  Clogie. 
Mr  Alexander  Raufon. 
Mr  William  Reid. 


Aberdeen. 


Bifhop  of  Aberdeen. 

Mr  David  Rait. 

Mr  Archibald  Bleckburne. 

Mr  Robert  Burnet. 

Mr  John  Logie. 

Mr  John  Reid. 

Mr  John  Garein. 

Mr  Robert  Merfer. 


Mr  Abraham  Sibbald. 
Mr  George  Hay. 
Mr  James  Hay. 
Mr  Robert  Maitland. 
Mr  John  Strauchan. 
Mr  Robert  Rofs. 
Mr  Robert  Reid. 
Mr  Alexander  Guthrie. 


Mr  Andrew  Ramfay. 
Mr  James  Rait. 


Mernes. 


Mr  Adam  W^alker. 


Bifliop  of  Brechen. 
Mr  Dugul  Campbel. 
Mr  Andrew  Leitch, 


Brechen. 


Mr  Richard  Mercheftoun. 
Mr  James  Elliot. 
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Arbboth. 

Mr  Arthure  Futhie.  Mr  Henrie  Phillip. 

Mr  Patrick  Lindfey.  Mr  John  Guthrie. 

Mr  Andrew  Drumraond. 

DUNDIE. 

Mr  David  Kineir.  Mr  Robert  Rjnd. 

Meegle. 
Mr  Henrie  Guthrie.  Mr  David  Brown. 

Mr  Alexander  Kinninmouth. 

Perth. 
Mr  William  Couper.  Mr  Archibald  Moncreife. 

DUNKELDEN. 

Bifliop  of  Dunkelden.  Mr  James  Menzies. 

Mr  Silveller  Ratray.  Mr  Alexander  Ireland. 

AUCHTERARDER. 

Mr  James  Burdoun. 

Stirline. 

Bifliop  of  Dumblane.  Mr  William  Name. 

Mr  William  Stirline. 

Sanct  Andrews. 

ArchbiQiop  of  Sanft  Andrews.  Mr  William  Murray. 

Mr  David  Monipennie.  Mr  Simeon  Durie. 

Universitie. 
Mr  Robert  Howie. 
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COUPER. 

Mr  James  Martine.  Mr  John  Caldcleugh. 

Mr  Robert  Buchanan.  Mr  Thomas  Douglas. 

KiRKALDIE. 

Mr  John  Mitchelfon.  Mr  Alan  Lawmonth. 

Mr  William  Murray. 

DUMFERMLINE. 

Mr  James  Stewart.  Mr  William  Paton. 

Mr  Andrew  Forrefter. 


Edinburgh. 

Mr  John  Hall.  Mr  Michael  Cranftoun. 

Mr  Peter  Hewat. 

Linlithgow. 

Mr  Robert  Cornwal.  Mr  Robert  Gilmour. 

Mr  Alexander  Keith.  Mr  Thomas  Peebles. 

Dalkeith. 
Mr  Patrick  Tournour. 

Hadingtoun. 
Mr  James  Carmichael. 

DUMBAR. 

Mr  Edward  Hepburne.  Mr  Thomas  Hepburne. 

Mr  John  Lauder. 
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Peebles. 
Mr  James  Logan.  Mr  Robert  Levingftoun. 

Chirnside. 
Mr  John  Clappertoun. 

DUNSE. 


Kelso. 

Mr  James  Knox.  Mr  John  Balfour. 

Mr  Thomas  Storie. 

Glasgow. 

Archbifliop  of  Glafgow.  Mr  John  Bell  of  Glafgow. 

Mr  Patrick  Sharpe.  Mr  Andrew  Boyd. 

Paisley. 

Mr  John  Hay.  Mr  William  Birftoam. 

Mr  Archibald  Hamiltoun.  Mr  George  Maxwel. 

Dumbarton. 
Mr  Walter  Stewart. 

Hamiltoun. 

Mr  Thomas  Muirhead.  Mr  David  Sharp. 

Mr  James  Hamiltoun.  Mr  John  Howifon. 

6  Y 
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Lanerk. 

Mr  William  Birnie.  Mr  Robert  Wilkie. 

Mr  John  Lindfey. 

Air. 

Mr  Peter  Prymrofe.  Mr  William  Wallace. 

Mr  John  Makcorne. 

Irwing. 
Mr  Alexander  Scringeour.  Mr  Michael  Wallace. 

DUMFREIS. 

Mr  Thomas  Ramfay.  Mr  Robert  Henrilon. 

Mr  Robert  Huntar.  Mr  Simeon  Johnftoun. 

Kirkcudbright. 

Bifliop  of  Galloway.  Mr  Robert  Glendinning. 

Mr  John  Aikraan.  Mr  James  Donaldfon. 

Mr  William  Hamiltoun. 

WiGTOUN. 

Mr  James  Adamfon.  Mr  George  Kinnard. 

Mr  John  Watfon. 

Argile. 

Bifliop  of  Argyle.  Mr  Neil  Campbell. 

Mr  John  Cameron.  Mr  John  Makcallum. 

Mr  Donald  Makilrorie.  Mr  Nicol  Makcalman. 
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Isles. 


BiQiop  of  the  Ifles. 
Mr  Patrick  Stewart. 


Mr  Robert  Stewart. 


Of  Barones. 


Drumlanrig. 

Glenurquhie  younger. 

Wauchtoun. 

Bombie. 

Northberwick. 

Calderwood. 

Balnamoone.     * 


Minto. 
Balmaine. 
GairntuUie. 
Duntreitb. 

Mr  Samuel  Cockburne. 
Sir  George  Elpingftoun 
of  BIytfwoode. 


Of  Burrowks. 

Edinburgh. 
Edwart  Ker.  Mungo  IMakcal. 

DUNDIE. 

Mr  William  Fergufon. 

Sanct  Andrews. 
John  Knox. 


Perth. 
Gawin  Dalyel. 

Aberdeen. 
Alexander  Rutherfurde. 

Glasgow. 
James  Forfeil. 


SefTio  1^-    8  Junij. 

Exhortation  being  made  by  James  Bifliop  of  Orknay,  Moderator  of  the 
laft  Affembly,  the  CommiflTioners,  after  their  accuftomed  manner,  proceeded 
to  the  ele6lion  of  the  Moderator  of  this  prefent  Affembly.  The  leits  being 
nominat,    John  Archbifliop  of  Glafgow,    Mr  Patrick  Sharpe,   Mr  Patrick 
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Lindi'ey,  and  Mr  John  Mitchelfon  ;  by  plurality  of  votes  John  Archbifhop 
of  Glafgow  was  chofen  Moderator  hac  vice. 

Thereafter,  according  to  the  accuftomed  order,  AfTeflbrs  were  chofen  to 
conveen  with  the  Moderator  in  the  Privie  Conference,  for  treating  of  fuch 
things  as  are  to  be  concluded  in  the  Affembly  :  They  are  to  fay,  the  Kings 
Majefties  Commiffioners,  with  the  Bifliop  of  Orknay,  the  Bifliop  of  Cath- 
nefs,  Mr  William  Paip,  Mr  George  Monro,  the  Bifliop  of  Murray,  Mr 
James  Dundas,  Mr  Alexander  Raufon,  the  BiQiop  of  Aberdeen,  Mr  John 
Strauchan,  Mr  George  Hay,  the  Bifliop  of  Brechen,  Mr  Patrick  Lindfey, 
Mr  Andrew  Leitch,  Mr  Arthure  Futhie,  Mr  James  Martine,  Mr  David 
Monipennie,  Mr  Robert  Howie,  Mr  John  Mitchelfon,  Mr  William  Mur- 
ray Parfon  of  Dyfert,  the  Bifliop  of  Dunkelden,  Mr  Archibald  Moncreife, 
Mr  William  Couper,  Mr  Alexander  Ireland,  the  Bifliop  of  Dumblane,  Mr 
Peter  Hewat,  Mr  John  Hall,  Mr  Michael  Cranftoun,  Mr  Edward  Hep- 
burne,  Mr  Robert  Cornwall,  Mr  James  Carmichael,  Mr  John  Clapper- 
toun,  Mr  James  Knox,  Mr  Thomas  Storie,  Mr  William  Birnie,  Mr  Thomas 
Muirheed,  Mr  Patrick  Sharpe,  Mr  Andrew  Boyd,  Mr  John  Hay,  Mr 
Alexander  Scringeour,  Mr  Michael  Wallace,  the  Bifliop  of  Galloway,  Mr 
James  Adamfon,  Mr  Thomas  Ramfey,  the  Bifliop  of  Argile,  the  Bifliop  of 
the  Ifles,  and  Mr  Neil  Campbell. 

The  hours  appointed  for  meeting  of  the  Privie  Conference,  are  feven 
hours  in  the  morning,  and  two  hours  afternoon ;  and  for  the  AlTembly, 
nine  hours  in  the  morning,  and  three  hours  afternoon. 

CommilFioners  appointed  for  reading  and  anfwering  of  the  bills,  are 
Mr  Henrie  Phillip,  Mr  John  Reid,  Mr  Robert  Buchanan,  Mr  Thomas 
Hepburne,  Mr  Walter  Stewart,  Mr  Robert  Henrifone,  Mr  Silvefter 
Ratray. 


Seflio  2*-   Eodem  die. 

The  which  day  the  Earle  of  Dumbar,  one  of  his  Majefties  Commiflioners, 
after  he  had  made  open  declaration  of  his  Majefties  good  minde  and  zealous 
intention  towards  the  eftablifliing  of  a  good,  folid  and  perfe6l  order  in  the 
difcipline  of  the  Kirk  in  this  realme  ;  in  the  which  there  were  fundrie 
points,  which  his  Majeftie  would  have  reformed  ;  the  reformation  whereof 
doth  moft  properly  appertain  to  his  Highnefs,  in  refpe6t  of  his  royal  au- 
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thoritie  and  duty,  wherein  his  Majeftie  is  bound  to  God  Almighty  to  pro- 
vide, that  the  ellate  of  the  Kirk  within  his  dominions  fliould  be  fettled  as 
well  in  Defcipline,  as  in  Do6lrine,  according  to  the  Word  of  God  ;  to  the 
effedl  that,  the  fame  being  once  folidiy  fettled,  the  true  Word  of  God  may 
be  purely  and  lincerely  preached  to  his  Highnefs  fubje6ls  ;  and  the  difeipline 
of  the  Kirk,  once  wifely  and  difcreetly  fettled,  may  be  inviolably  obferved 
in  all  tymes  coming.  Thereafter  he  produced  his  Majeftys  Letter  dire6ted 
to  this  prefent  AIFembly,  whereof  the  tenor  followeth. 

Right  Reverend  Fathers  in  God,  Right  truftie  and  welbeloved  Coufins, 
Counfellours,  and  others  our  truftie  and  loving  fubje(Sls,  as  well  Minifters 
as  Laity,  prefently  met  and  conveened  In  this  Affembly,  We  greet  you  well. 
If  the  moft  fliarp  cenfure  were  taken  of  every  one  his  particular  affedlion 
to  the  religion  profeffed,  we  might  very  juftly  boail,  without  oftentation, 
of  our  ever  continued  conftancie,  praifed  be  God,  notwithftanding  of  both 
the  allurements,  as  alfo  the  threatnings  of  the  adverfarie,  and  of  the  milbe- 
haviour,  yea  the  pride,  and  often  treafonable  contempts  of  fome  of  our 
fubje6ls  of  the  lame  profeffion  ;  fo  that  none,  unto  whom  either  our  bv 
paft  life  hath  been  known,  or  to  whom  our  prefent  adlions  are  notour,  but 
they  without  doubt  will  reft  fully  perluaded  hereof;  lince  we  have  now 
openly  declared  ourlelves  to  be  the  Principal  Oppofits  on  earth  to  the 
Antichriftian  enemie,  againft  whom  to  our  laft  breath,  without  refpe6l 
of  hazard,  we  do  intend  to  maintain  and  defend  the  truth  profeffed. 
And  as  it  hath  pleafed  God  in  his  mercie  to  appoint  us  to  be  the  Nourifli 
Father  of  his  Church  here  on  earth,  within  our  dominions,  fo  do  we  in- 
tend ever  to  be  moft  careful  for  fetting  forward  all  fuch  things,  which  may 
advance  his  glory,  and  breed  quietnefs  and  peace  in  the  Church  ;  unto 
which  nothing  hath  been  fo  great  an  enemie  as  the  want  of  order  and 
government,  without  which  no  bodie  or  eftate,  either  eccleliattical  or  civil, 
can  fubfift.  And  howfoever  the  fingularitie  of  fome  did,  for  a  certain  fpace, 
maintain,  either  by  wilfulnefs  or  ignorance,  a  fort  of  headlefs  government ; 
yet  ere  long  it  did  kyth  what  inconvenience  and  harm  might  enfue  to  the 
Church,  and  advancement  of  the  Gofpel,  by  any  longer  continuance  there- 
of:  which  moved  us,  during  our  ftay  there  in  our  own  perfon,  to  take  fo 
great  pains  for  finding  remedie  to  this,  which  otherways  had  kithed  fo  in- 
curable a  canker,  being  permitted  to  have  had  any  farther  progreiFe  : 
And,  therefore,  at  that  time  willing  to  do  things  rather   by  confent,   than 
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abfolutely  out  of  our  royal  power  and  authoritie,  (which  alfo  is  very  law- 
ful, and  granted  to  us  by  God  himfelf,)  we  thereupon  not  only  adlfted  and 
countenanced  fundrie  Affemblies  of  that  Church  by  our  own  prefence  ;  but 
have  cauied  others  be  conveened  fince  our  departure  from  thence,   having 
to  our  great  coll  and  charges  procured  alfo  maintenance,  fufficient  in  fome 
reafonable  fort,  for  the  Fathers  of  the  Church  ;  and  have  diredled  order  to 
be  taken  for  the  plantation  of  Churches  void  :  as  likewife,  in  fo  far  as  the 
eccleliailick  jurifdi6lion  by  fecular  perfons  was  incroched  upon,  we   have 
put  alfo  remedie  thereto  :  So  as  we  did  fully  hope,   that  before  this   time, 
the  Church  thereupon,  apprehending  and  perceiving  errours  paft,  in  fuflPer- 
ing  that  anarchie  amongil  them  to  keep  fo  long  continuance,  fhould  have 
refolved  and  concluded,  and  therewith  have  become  fuiters  and  foliciters 
unto  us,  for  eftablifliing  of  that  government  and  rule,  which  is  moft  fit  and 
allowed  of,  in  former  times  in  the  Primitive  Church  :  fo  that  things  fliould 
not  be  left  Hill  in  uncertainty,  by  reafon  of  the  divifion  and  diftradlion  of 
minds  among  yourfelves,  by  which,  to  your  own  knowledge,  both  the  com- 
mon enemie  hath  increafed,  and  linne  and  wickednefs  remain  unpunilhed. 
But  whether  the  default  be  in  the  Fathers  of  the  Church,  their  un  willingnefs, 
or  unworthinefs,  to  do  and  perform  what  in  dutie  belongeth  unto   them  ; 
or  in  the  fadlious  fingularltie  of  others  of  the  meaner  rank,   (who  do  per- 
haps prefume  of  their  greater  credit  by  keeping  things  in  confulion  :)   and 
we  not  being  fully  acquainted  with  the  true  caule,   and  yet  in  our  dutie  to 
our  God,  as  being  his  Lieutenant  here,  holding  ourfelves  juilly  bound  not 
to  fuffer  this  fort  of  lingering,  in  a  matter  of  fuch  moment,  have  thereupon 
thought  expedient  to  call  this  prefent  Affembly,  not  fo  much  for  necelfitie 
as  that  any  thing  is  to  be  moved,  whereunto  your  conlent  is  much  requilit ; 
but  that  our  true  affedtion  to  Gods  glory,  and  advancement  thereof,  and  to 
the  peace  and  well  of  the  Church,  being  declared  and  manifelied,  you  may 
try  the  more  inexcufable,  for  not  urging  that  good  to  the  Church,  which 
we  do  intend  for  it  without  your  confents,   if  we  finde  a  flow  concurrence 
upon  your  part ;  and  yet   hoping,  that  your  forwardnefs  will  i-emove  all 
opinion,  which  may  be  conceived  either  of  unwillingnefs,  or  oppofitions  to 
our  fo  godly  intentions  :  and  having  referred  the  particular  imparting  of 
our  farther  pleafure  and  minde  herein,   to  our  right  truftie  and  right  wel- 
beloved  Confine  and  Counfellour,   the  Earle  of  Dumbar,  and  the  right 
reverend  Father  our  right  truflie  Counfellour,  the  Archbifhop  of  San<Sl 
Andrews,  (both  of  whom  we  have  directed  as  our  CommilTioners  to   this 
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prefent  Affembly,  and  whom  we  will  you  credit  and  truft,)  and  intending 
upon  their  reports  to  take  fpecial  notice  of  every  ones  affe6lion,  and  for- 
wardnefs  in  this  fervice,  and  thereupon  to  acknowledge  and  remember  them 
hereafter,  as  any  fit  occafion  for  their  good  Qiall  occurre  :  We  commit  you 
and  your  actions,  with  the  good  fucceffe  of  the  buGnefs,  to  Gods  good 
guiding  ;  and  bid  all  of  you  right  heartily  farewel. 

From  our  Court  at  Thetfurde,  the  eight  of  May,  IGIO. 

After  the  reading  of  which  his  Majefties  letter,  the  Affembly  thought  it 
mod  expedient,  that  the  brethren,  appointed  to  be  on  the  Privie  Confe- 
rence, fliould  conveen  the  next  day  in  the  morning,  and  privatly  among 
themfelves  after  reafoning  advife  upon  fuch  heads  of  the  Difcipline  of  the 
Kirk,  as  they  fliould  think  to  have  need  to  be  reformed,  for  giving  his  Ma- 
jefty  fatiffadlion  in  that  point. 


Seffio  3»-    9  Junij,  poll  meridiem. 

The  which  day,  the  whole  Aflembly  being  conveened,  the  brethren  ap- 
pointed for  the  Privie  Conference,  by  the  mouth  of  the  Moderator,  declared 
that  after  long  deliberation  they  had  agreed  upon  certain  heads  concerning 
the  fpecial  points  of  Difcipline,  within  the  Church  of  this  realme,  for  fatif- 
fadlion  of  his  Majefties  will,  contained  in  his  Highnefs  letter,  which  was 
thought  expedient  to  be  read  openly  to  the  whole  Affembly,  whereof  the 
tenor  foUoweth.  C] 

Followes  the  Heids  and  Articles  concerning  the  Difcipline  of  the 
Kirk,  to  be  obfervit  in  all  tyme  comeing. 

In  the  firft.  It  is  declairit  that  the  alledgit  Aflemblie  haldin  at  Aberdein, 
is  null  in  the  felfe,  fpeciallie  in  refpe6l  it  had  not  his  Majefties  allowance, 
and  was  dilchargit  be  his  Commiflioner. 

And  becaufe  the  neceflitie  of  the  Kirk  craves,  that  for  ordour  taking 
with  the  commoun  enemy,  and  vther  affaires  of  the  Kirk,  ther  falbe  geirlie 
Generall  Affemblies,  the  indidlioun  quherof  the  Affembly  acknowledges  to 
appertaine  to  his  Majeftie  be  the  prerogative  of  his  royall  crowne ;  and, 
therefore,  the  Generall  Aflemblie  moft  humblie  requeifts  his  Majeftie,  that 
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General  Aflemblies  be  haldin  once  in  the  geir  ;  or  at  leift,  in  refpe6l  of 
the  neceffities  forefaid,  that  his  Majeftie  wald  appoint  a  certaine  tynie,  at 
the  quhilk  the  famein  falbe  haldin  in  all  tyme  comeing. 

Item,  It  is  thought  expedient,  that  the  Bifchops  falbe  Moderatours  in 
every  Diocefian  Synod,  and  the  Synods  falbe  haldin  twyfe  in  the  geir  of 
the  Kirks  of  every  Dyocie,  viz.  in  Apryle  and  06tober.  And  quher  the 
Dyocies  are  large,  that  ther  be  two  or  thrie  Synods  in  convenient  places, 
for  the  eafe  of  the  Miniftrie. 

Item,  That  no  fentence  of  excommunicatioun,  or  abfolutioun  therfra,  be 
pronouncit  againft  or  in  favours  of  any  perfon,  without  the  knowledge  and 
approbation  of  the  Bifchop  of  the  Dyocie,  quho  rnufl,  be  anfuerable  to  his 
Majeftie  for  all  formall  and  vnpartial  proceidings  therin  ;  and  the  proces 
being  found  formall,  the  fentence  to  be  pronouncit  at  the  diredlioun  of  the 
Bifchop,  be  the  Minifter  of  the  paroch  quher  the  offender  dwells,  and  thair 
proces  began. 

And  in  cace  the  Bifchop  falbe  found  to  have  ftayit  the  pronouncing  of 
the  fentence  againft  any  perfon  that  hes  merit  the  fame,  and  againft  quhom 
the  proces  hes  bein  laufullie  deduceit,  the  famein  being  tryit,  and  he  con- 
vi6l  in  the  Generall  Affemblie  therfor,  that  advertifement  falbe  made  to 
his  Majeftie,  to  the  efFe6l  ane  vther  may  be  placit  in  his  rowme. 

Item,  That  all  prefentatiouns  be  direfil  heirafter  to  the  Bifchop  ;  and 
vpon  any  prefentatioun  givin,  or  vtherwayes  fute  made  be  any  to  be  ad- 
mittit  to  the  Miniftrie,  the  Bifchop  is  to  requyre  the  Minifters  of  thefc 
bounds  quher  he  is  to  ferve,  to  certifie  by  thair  teftificat  vnto  him  of  the 
partie  futer  his  converfatioun  paft,  and  abilitie,  and  qualificatioun  for  the 
fun6tioun  :  and  vpon  the  returne  of  thair  teftificat,  the  Bifchop  is  to  take 
farther  tryall ;  and  finding  him  qualified,  and  being  affifted  be  fuch  of  the 
Miniftrie  of  the  bounds  quher  he  is  to  ferve,  as  he  will  aflume  to  himfelfe, 
he  is  then  to  perfyte  the  haill  a6l  of  ordinatioun. 

Item,  In  depofitioun  of  Minifters,  the  Bifchop  aflbciating  to  himfelfe  the 
Miniftrie  of  thefe  bounds  quher  the  delinquent  ferved,  he  is  then  to  take 
tryall  of  his  fault,  and,  vpon  juft  caufe  found,  to  depryve  him. 

Item,  That  everie  Minifter,  in  his  admiffioun,  fall  fweare  obedience  to 
his  Majeftie,  and  his  Ordinar,  according  to  the  forme  fett  downe  in  the 
Conference  keipit  in  the  geir  of  God  1571  geirs,  quherof  the  tenour 
followis. 
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The  Forme  of  the  Oath  to  be  given  be  the  Perfon  provydit  to  any  benefice 
with  cure,  the  tyme  of  his  Admiffioun  be  the  Ordinar. 

I,  A.  B.  now  nominat  and  admittit  to  the  C.  of  D.  vtterlie  teilifies  and 
declares  on  my  confcience,  that  the  right  excellent,  right  high,  and  mightie 
Prince,  James  the  list,  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scotts,  is  the  only 
lawfull  fupreame  governour  of  this  realme,  afweill  in  things  temporall  as  in 
coiifervatioun  and  purgatioun  of  the  Religioun  ;  and  that  no  forraine  Prince, 
Prelate,  State,  nor  Potentat  hes  or  aught  to  have  any  jurifdi^lioun,  power, 
fuperioritie,  preheminence  or  authoritie,  ecclefiaflicall  and  Ipirituall,  within 
this  realme  :  And,  therfor,  I  vtterly  renunce  all  forraine  jurifdidliouns, 
powers,  fuperiorities,  and  authorities  ;  and  from  this  furth  promifes,  I  fliall 
and  will  beare  faith  and  true  alledgeance  to  his  Hienes,  his  aires,  and  lau- 
full  iucceffours  ;  and  to  my  power  fall  affifl  and  defend  all  jurifdicliouns, 
priveledges,  preheminencies,  and  authorities  granted  and  belongand  to  his 
Hienes,  his  aires,  and  laufuU  fuccelFours,  or  vnited  and  annexit  to  his 
Royall  Crown  :  And  farther,  I  acknowledge  and  confelFe  to  have  and 
bald  the  faids  poffelFiouns  of  the  famein,  vnder  God,  only  of  his  Majeftie 
and  Crowne  Royall  of  this  realme  :  and  for  the  faids  poffeffiouns  I  doe 
homage  prefentlie  to  his  Hienes  in  your  prefence ;  and  to  his  Majeftie,  his 
aires,  and  laufuU  Iucceffours,  falbe  faithfuU  and  trew.    Swa  help  me  God. 

Item,  The  vifitatioun  of  ilk  dyocie  is  to  be  done  be  the  Bifchop  himfelfe  : 
and  if  the  bounds  falbe  greater  then  he  can  overtake,  he  is  then  to  make 
Ipeciall  choife,  and  to  appoint  fome  worthie  man  to  be  vilitour  in  his  place  : 
And  quhatever  Minifter,  without  juft  caufe  and  laufull  excufe  made,  fall 
abfent  himfelfe  from  the  vilitation  of  the  Diocefan  Affembly,  he  falbe  fuf- 
pendit  from  his  office  and  benefice,  and,  if  he  amend  not,  he  falbe  deprivit. 

Item,  Exercife  of  dodlrine  is  to  be  continowit  weeklie  among  the  Min- 
ifters  at  the  times  of  thair  accuftomit  meetings,  and  to  be  moderatit  be  the 
Bifliop  if  he  be  prefent ;  or  then  be  any  vther  quhom  he  fall  appoint  at  the 
tyme  of  the  Synod. 

Item,  The  Bifliops  falbe  fubie6l,  in  all  things  concerning  thair  lyfe,  con- 
verfatioun,  office,  and  benefice,  to  the  cenfures  of  the  Generall  Affemblie ; 
and  being  found  culpable,  with  his  Majeflies  advyce  and  content,  to  be 
deprivit. 

6z 
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Item,  That  no  Bifchop  be  eleflit  but  quho  hes  pad  the  age  of  fourtie 
geirs  compleit,  and  quho  at  the  leift  hes  bein  ane  a6luall  teaching  Minifter 
for  the  fpace  of  ten  5eirs, 

Quhilks  haill  Articles  being  diverfe  tymes  red  publicklie  in  the  face  of 
the  haill  AlTemblie  conveinit,  after  votting,  the  famein  was  ratified,  ap- 
provin,  and  concludit  be  the  haill  Affemblie,  and  ordainit  to  be  oblervit  in 
all  time  comeing. 


[Sellio  4"-    11  Junij,  ante  meridiem. 

The  faid  day,  the  Earle  of  Dumbar,  one  of  his  Majeliies  Coramillioners, 
being  prefently  of  intention,  to  have  caufed  inilantly  difcharge  all  Prelby- 
teriall  meetings  by  open  Proclamation  at  Mercat  CrolTe  of  Glalgow  ;  and 
that  becaufe  he  had  received  a  fpecial  warrant  and  command  from  his  Ma- 
jeftie  to  that  efFedt,  which  he  on  no  wayes  would  nor  durll  difobey ;  the 
whole  Affembly  moft  earneftly  interceed  with  his  LordQiip,  that  it  might 
pleafe  his  Lordfliip  to  continue  the  making  of  the  faid  Proclamation,  and 
difcharge  of  the  Prefbyteries  contained  in  the  laid  Letter,  for  a  certain 
fpace  ;  that,  in  the  meane  time,  his  Majeftie  might  be  certiorat  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  prefent  AlTembly,  which  they  doubted  not  would  give  his 
Majeftie  full  fatiffaction  in  that  part ;  unto  the  which  requell,  tbofe  of  the 
Nobilitie,  being  prefently  conveened  by  his  Majeliies  direction  in  the  faid 
Alfembly,  did  concurre,  and  interpon  their  requell  to  that  fame  effeft  : 
whereunto  the  faid  Earle  of  Dumbar  having'  acquiefced  upon  fpeciall  oifer 
made  by  the  Noblemen  conveened,  that  they  would  interceed  at  his  Ma- 
jeliies hands,  that  he  fliould  be  blamelefs  for  the  faid  delay  ;  for  the  which 
the  Affembly  did  giue  his  Lordfliip  rnofl,  heartie  thanks  :  And,  therefore, 
ordained  a  Letter  to  be  dire6ted,  in  name  of  the  whole  Affembly,  contain- 
ing a  moft  humble  Supplication,  that  it  might  pleal'e  his  Majellie  of  his 
gracious  favour  to  accept  of  the  proceedings  of  this  prefent  Affembly,  in 
the  matter  of  the  Dilbipline  of  the  Kirk,  whereunto  they  had  condelcended 
for  fatiffafilion  of  his  Majeliies  good  will,  contained  in  his  Highnefs  Letter  ; 
and  in  relpe6l  thereof,  that  it  might  fland  with  his  Majeflies  good  pleafure 
and  will  to  fuperleed  all  further  difcharge  of  the  faid  Preibyteries. 

Anent  the  Supplication  given  in  name  of  George  Marquefs  of  Huntlie, 
&c.,  bearing  in  effedl,  that  after  long  conference  and  reafbning  had  in  the 
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controverted  heeds  of  Religion,  betwixt  his  Lordfliip  and  certain  of  the 
Miniftery  deputed  to  that  efFe6l,  he  was  fully  refolved  in  all  doubts  and 
difficulties  that  might  arife  therein,  or  trouble  him  in  any  fort ;  in  token 
whereof,  he  hath  fubfcribed  the  Heeds  and  Articles  of  the  Religion  pre- 
fently  profeffed  within  this  realrae  ;  which  were  prefented  with  the  laid 
Supplication  :  And,  therefore,  defiring  that  a  commilTion  may  be  directed 
from  this  prefent  Affembly,  giving  power  to  fuch  Commiffionersas  they 
Ihould  appoint,  to  abfolve  him  from  the  fentence  of  Excommunication,  in 
refpect  of  his  fatiffa6tion  forefaid  ;  as  at  more  length  is  contained  in  the 
faid  Supplication.  Therefore,  the  Earle  of  Dumbar,  his  Majefties  Com- 
miifioner,  having  declared,  in  his  Majefties  name,  his  Highnefs  minde 
anent  the  abfolution  of  the  Marquefs  of  Huntlie  from  the  fentence  of  Ex- 
communication ;  and  in  ipecial,  that  it  fliould  be  tried  if  his  Lordfliip  was 
fully,  in  heart  and  confcience,  refolved  and  fatiffied  in  the  heeds  of  Re- 
ligion, as  he  had  fubfcribed  the  fame  with  his  hand,  to  the  intent  that  there- 
after he  might  be  abfolved  from  the  faid  fentence  of  Excommunication. 

The  General  AlTembly,  being  ripely  advifed  with  the  faid  Supplication, 
and  his  Majefties  minde  declared  by  his  Highneis  Comminioner  thereanent, 
Giveth,  granteth,  and  committeth  their  full  CommifTion  to  the  perfons  after 
fpecified,  the  Archbifliops  of  Saudi  Andrews  and  Glafgow,  the  Bifhops  of 
Orknay,  Galloway,  Brechen,  Mr  John  Hall,  Mr  Prtrick  Simpfone,  Mr 
William  Couper,  Mr  Patrick  Sharpe,  and  Mr  Andrew  Leitch  ;  with  power 
to  them  to  pafle  with  his  Majefties  Commiflioners,  and  the  Earles  of  Mon- 
trofe,  Glencarne,  Cathnefs,  Linlithgow,  Kinghorne,  Wigtoun,  and  Lothian, 
to  the  Caftle  of  Stirline,  where  the  faid  Marquefs  is  prefently  confined,  and 
there  to  try  the  faid  Marquefs  his  intention  and  refolution,  in  the  Heeds 
and  Articles  of  the  Religion ;  and  if  he  be  fully  fatiffied  thereanent  in  his 
heart  and  confcience,  as  he  hath  outwardly  profeffed  the  fame,  fubfcribed 
with  his  hand ;  and  in  cafe  they  find  him  fully  refolved,  and  of  inward  in- 
tention to  give  full  fatiffa6lion  in  all  the  points  and  heeds  of  Religion  con- 
troverted ;  and  to  avow,  and  conftantly  to  confelfe  and  profelfe  the  true 
Religion,  that  is  prefently  profeffed  publickly  within  this  realme  :  In  that 
cafe,  they  give  full  power  and  commilfion  to  the  faid  brethren,  with  Mr 
John  Hay,  Mr  John  Mitchel,  Mr  Robert  Cornwall,  and  Mr  Patrick  Lind- 
fey,  or  any  nine  of  them,  (the  Archbifliops  of  Sandl  Andrews  and  Glafgow 
being  alwayes  two,)  to  abfolve  him  from  the  procefle  and  fentence  of  Ex- 
communication. 
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Item,  It  was  humbly  regrated  in  the  Affembly,  that  notwithftanding  of 
many  lovable  adls  and  conftitutions,  as  vFell  Ecclefiattical  as  Civil,  alreadie 
made  and  enadled  for  repreffing  the  diforder  and  infolence  of  profeffed  and 
excommunicat  Papifts  ;  yet  nevertheleffe  they  doe  ftill  remain  in  their  for- 
mer obflinacie  and  difobedience  ;  proceeding  doubtleffe  upon  the  impunitie 
which  they  do  enjoy,  and  overiight  whereby  they  are  fufFered  to  have  free 
paOTage  and  acceffe  in  all  parts  of  the  countrey,  as  if  they  were  not  excom- 
municat :  For  remedie  whereof,  it  is  ordained,  that  every  one  of  the 
Commiflioners  prefent  give  in  roll  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Affembly  all  the 
perfons  that  are  excommunicat  within  their  bounds  ;  that  the  fame  being 
prefented  by  him  to  my  Lord  Coramifljoner,  his  Lordfliip  may  caufe  the 
Secret  Councel  take  order  with  them,  according  to  the  lawes  of  the 
countrey. 

And  becaufe  it  is  not  unknown  to  the  Kings  Majeftie,  what  treafonable 
pradlices  and  attempts  are,  from  time  to  time,  devifed  againfl:  his  Majeftie 
and  his  Royal  Eftate  by  the  Papifls,  and  profeffed  enemies  to  the  truth  : 
Therefore,  the  Affembly  hath  thought  good,  that  a  Supplication  fliould  be 
diredled  to  his  Majeftie,  in  name  of  the  whole  Affembly,  to  put  his  Majeftie 
in  remembrance  of  his  own  eftate  and  danger,  whereunto  his  Majeftie  is 
fubjefil  through  the  cruel  and  craftie  treafon  daily  forged  and  contrived 
againft  his  ftate  and  perl'on,  by  the  Papifts,  Jefuits,  and  Seminarie  Priefts, 
enemies  to  God  and  the  true  Religion,  and  to  his  Majeftie,  becaufe  his 
Highnefs  is  a  fpecial  maintainer  of  the  fame  againft  their  falfe  and  errone- 
ous dofilrines  ;  that,  therefore,  it  would  pleafe  his  Majeftie  to  have  fuch 
regard  to  his  own  eftate,  and  prefervation  of  his  moft  facred  perfon  from 
their  bloudie  devices,  that  by  debarring  of  them  and  their  favourers  from 
his  Majefties  prefence,  his  Majeftie,  by  the  grace  and  protedlion  of  God 
Almighty,  may  be  preferved  in  fafety,  to  the  advancement  of  the  glory  of 
God,  eftablilliing  of  the  true  peace  of  the  Kirk  within  his  Majefties  do- 
minions, and  comfort  and  tranquilitie  of  his  Highnefs  fubjedls,  whofe 
wealth  and  profperitie  in  this  earth,  under  God,  they  acknowledge  to  con- 
fift  in  his  Majefties  prefervation. 


Seffio  5=^   11  Junij,  poft  meridiem.  C] 
Forfameikle  as  in  this  prefent  Affemblie  it  is  alreadie  ftatute,   that  the 
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Exerciles  falbe  moderatit  be  the  BiQiops  in  the  meltings  of  the  Miniitrie, 
if  they  be  prefent,  or  then  be  any  vther  quhom  they  fall  appoint  at  the  tyme 
of  the  Synod  :  and  becaufe  the  nixt  Synod  is  not  to  be  haldin  befor  the 
moneth  of  October  nixt  to  come  ;  therefor,  it  is  ordainit,  that  in  abfence  of 
the  Bifchop,  the  conftant  Moderatours  fall  remaine  in  thair  awin  places 
quhill  the  nixt  Synod  be  balden  in  Odlober. 

Item,  Becaufe  it  is  vncivill  that  laws  and  conftitutiouns,  either  Civill  or 
Ecclefiafticall,  being  anes  eltablifchit  and  in  force,  by  publick  and  opin  con- 
fent,  fould  be  controllit  and  callit  in  queftioun  by  any  perfon  :  therfor,  it 
is  ftatute  by  vniforme  confent  of  this  haill  Affemblie,  that  none  of  the 
Miniftrie  either  in  pulpitt  in  his  preaching,  or  in  the  publick  exercife,  fpeake 
and  reafon  againft  the  a6ls  of  this  prefent  AlTemblie,  nor  diffobey  the  fame, 
vnder  the  paine  of  deprivatioun,  being  tryit  and  convifil  therof ;  and  fpe- 
ciallie,  that  the  queftioun  of  equalitie  and  inequalitie  in  the  Kirk,  be  not 
treattit  in  pulpitt  vnder  the  faid  paine ;  and  that  every  ane  of  the  Com- 
niiftioners  prefent  intimat  this  a6t  in  the  firft  meeting  of  thair  exercifes. 

[Item,  It  is  ftatute  and  ordained  by  the  whole  Affemblie,  that  the  cele- 
bration and  folemnization  of  the  holy  band  of  matrimonie,  be  refufed  to  no 
Chriftians  within  this  realme,  neither  upon  Sunday,  nor  upon  any  other 
day,  when  the  famine  fliall  be  required  :  and  ordaineth  that  the  lame  be 
performed  with  all  chriftian  modeftie,  and  without  all  diforder. 

Item,  Becaufe  through  fundrie  parts  within  this  realme,  as  well  in  the 
highlands  and  borders,  as  in  the  mid  countrey  and  beft  inhabited  and 
peopled  land,  there  be  many  Kirks  lying  deftitute  of  a  Paftor  and  preach- 
ing of  the  Word,  to  the  great  difcomfort  of  the  people,  whofe  foules  are 
thereby  fruftrated  of  the  ordinarie  food  of  the  Word  of  God,  which  pro- 
ceeds for  the  moft  part  of  the  laick  patronages,  and  eredlion  of  fpiritual 
benefices  in  temporal  livings  ;  which  eredlions  are  either  not  accepted  by 
the  purchafers  thereof,  but  left  in  fufpenfe  at  the  feales,  without  any  provi- 
lion  made  to  the  Minifters  of  the  Kirks  of  the  benefice  :  or  if  they  be  ac- 
cepted, either  the  provifion,  appointed  for  the  Minifter,  is  fo  mean,  that  it 
is  altogether  unable  to  intertain  an  honeft  man  in  his  calling  ;  or  elfe  the 
Minifter  is  altogether  fecluded  from  uplifting  that  portion  allotted  to  him 
by  parifliioners,  addebted  in  payment  thereof,  and  is  compelled  to  await  for 
the  fame  from  the  ere6led  Lord  his  chamberlain,  or  his  garner,  and  fo  in  a 
manner  getteth  none,   or  at  the  leaft  fmall  payment  of  the  fame  :    For 
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remeed  whereof  it  is  thought  expedient,  that  the  brethren  after  fjiecified, 
viz.  the  Archbifliops  of  San6t  Andrews  and  Glafgow,  the  Bifliops  of  Orlv- 
nay,  Galloway,  and  Cathnefs,  with  John  Clappertoun,  Mr  John  Hall  and 
Mr  Robert  Buchanan,  fhall  conveen  at  Edinburgh,  the  20  day  of  June 
inftant,  and  form  a  Supplication  to  be  diredl  to  his  Majeftie  for  planting  of 
all  the  Kirks  that  are  unplanted  within  this  realme,  whatfoever  rank  or 
qualitie  the  iame  be  of,  and  that  the  fame  be  dire6l  to  his  Majeftie  by  the 

Archbifhop  of the  Bifliop  of  Brechen,  Mr  John  Hall  and 

Mr  William  Couper,  whom  the  AflTembly  hath  appointed  their  lawful 
CommilFioners,  to  prefent  in  all  reverence  to  his  Majeftie  the  humble 
petitions  and  fupplications  dire6l  to  his  Highnefs  from  this  prefent 
AlFembly.  C] 

Extra6lit  furth  of  the  Regifter  of  the  A(5ls  of  the  Generall  Airerablie 
be  Mr  Thomas  Nicolfone,  Commiffar  of  Aberdeen,  Clark,  Keiper, 
and  Extradter  therof. 


[Proclamation  be  the  King,  ratifying  the  AflTembly  at  Glafgow  1610. 

James,  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britane,  France,  and  Ire- 
land, Defender  of  the  Faith,  To  our  lovits,  &c.,  Meilingers,  our  Sheriffs  in 
that  part,  conjun6lly  and  feveraly,  fpecialy  conftitut,  greeting.  For  as  much 
as  there  be  none  who  are  ignorant  of  the  great  harmony  and  uniformity  of 
minds  among  the  Nobility,  the  Fathers  of  the  Church,  and  a  number  of  the 
moft  learned  and  beft  afi'edled  of  the  Miniftrie,  at  their  late  meeting  and 
General  Affembly  of  the  Church  of  this  our  kingdom,  conveened  in  our 
City  of  Glafgow,  and  lince  with  the  general  applaufe  of  all  them  who  were 
then  mett  together,  there  were  diverfe  and  fundry  moft  worthy  ordinances 
and  conftitutions  then  eftabliflied  and  concluded  for  the  weale  of  the  Church, 
and  prefervation  of  good  order,  rule,  peace  and  tranquillity  within  the 
fame  :  and  we,  by  our  fpeciall  Letter  diredled  to  the  Lords  of  the  Privy 
Confil,  having  expreffly  willed  and  commanded  them,  upon  the  ending  of 
the  faid  Affembly,  for  the  more  authorizing  of  the  conclufions  of  the  fame, 
to  command  all  our  fubje6ts  of  whatfomever  fort,  condition,  or  fundlion, 
that  they  doe  obtemper,  obey,  and  not  contradidl,  oppone  or  impugne  any 
article,  point  or  head  of  thefe  conclufions  :     And  in  regard  that,  by  fpecial 
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a6l  concluded  in  the  faid  Afferably,  all  Minillers  and  Preachers  whatfom- 
ever  are  exprellly  prohibited  and  forbiden,  either  in  privat  or  in  publick, 
to  fpeak  againft  or  impugne  any  of  the  conclufions  made  at  that  meeting, 
under  the  pain  of  deprivation  :  Therfor,  the  laid  Lords  of  the  Privy 
Counfel  have  ordained,  and  ordain  thir  our  Letters  to  be  dire6l  in  manner 
and  to  the  effedl  following,  as  an  a6l  made  thereupon  bears.  Our  will  is 
herefor,  and  we  charge  you  llraitly  and  command,  that  incontinent  thir  our 
Letters  feen  ye  pafs  to  the  Mercat  Crofs  of  our  Burgh  of  Edinburgh,  and 
all  other  places  needfull,  and  there  be  open  proclamation,  in  our  name  and 
authority,  that  ye  command  and  charge,  and  inhibit  all  our  fubjefts  what- 
fomever  ;  and  in  fpecial,  all  teaching  and  preaching  Minifters,  and  ledlur- 
ing  Readers,  within  this  our  kingdom,  that  none  of  them  prefume  or  take 
upon  hand,  either  in  their  fermons  publickly,  or  in  their  privat  conferences, 
to  impugn,  deprave,  contradict,  condemn,  or  utter  their  diffalowance  and 
diflyke  in  any  point  or  article  of  thefe  moil  grave  and  wife  conclufions  of 
that  Afl'embly  endit  with  fuch  harmonie,  as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  contrary 
at  their  higheft  perrill  and  charge  ;  and  that  you  command  all  our  Shireffs, 
Stewarts,  Bailiffes  and  their  Deputs,  all  Provetts  and  Bailies  of  our  bur- 
rowes,  and  all  other  our  officers  and  magiftrats  whatfomever  within 
our  faid  kingdom,  that  if  they  doe  hear  or  underttand  of  any  breach  of 
this  prefent  command,  by  any  Preacher,  Minilter,  or  ledluring  Reader,  or 
other  i"ubje6l  whatfomever,  that  they  faill  not  prefently  to  committ  the 
trefpaffer  in  this  kind  in  fome  prifon  or  ward,  untill  fuch  time  as  they  hav- 
ing advertifed  the  faids  Lords  of  our  Privy  Counfel  of  the  fame,  they  fhall 
have  their  anfwer  returned,  what  farther  fhall  be  done  by  them  :  and 
where  any  njagittrat  fliall  be  found  and  tryed  to  have  been  unwilling,  remifs 
or  ilouthfuU  in  the  execution  of  this  prefent  diredlion.  It  is  hereby  declared, 
that  their  negligence  and  connivence  at  any  fuch  fault  fliall  make  them  as 
culpable  hereof  as  the  principal  offender  ;  and  they  fhall  be  accordingly 
with  all  rigour  and  feverity  puniflied.  And  herewith  that  ye  command  all 
others  our  fubjedts  of  whatfomever  quality,  bearing  no  office  or  charge  of 
magiftracy,  and  fo  wanting  power  to  apprehend  and  committ  the  delinquent, 
that  upon  their  hearing  of  any  one  tranfgrefling  the  prefent  command  and 
proclamation,  that  they  doe  certify  the  next  magiflrat  or  fome  one  of  our 
Privy  Counfell  of  the  fame  ;  otherways  they  fliall  be  reputed,  holden  and 
accounted  guilty  of  the  fame  offence,  and  fliall  be  punifhed  as  principal 
tranfgreffors  in  this  kind.    The  which  to  doe,  we  committ  to  you,  conjundlly 


1104  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1612. 

and  feverally  our  full  power  be  thlr  our  Letters,  delivering  them  be  you 
duely  executed  and  indorfed  again  to  the  bearer. 

Given  under  our  Signet,  at  Edinburgh,  the  19  day  of  June,  and  of 
our  reign  the  eight,  and  fourty  thrie  years,  I6l0. 

Per  afilum  Secret!  Confilij,  &c.  C] 


A.D.  M.DCXII. 

A  Ratificatioun,  be  A&,  of  Parliament  haldin  at  Edinburgh,  l6l!2  geirs, 
of  the  A6ls  and  Conclufiouns  fett  down  and  aggreitt  vpon  in  the 
Generall  Aflerablie  haldin  at  Glafgow,  in  the  moneth  of  June  l6lO  : 
Together  with  ane  explanatioun  made  by  the  Eftates,  of  fome  of  the 
Articles  of  the  fame. 

Forfameikle  as  in  the  Parliament  haldin  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  jeir  of  God 
1597>  the  Eftates  of  this  kingdom  remittit  to  his  Majeftie  to  confult  and 
aggrie  with  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,  vpon  the  authoritie  and 
power  quhilk  the  Archbifchops  and  Bifchops  fould  have  in  the  policie  and 
difcipline  of  the  Kirk:  Wheranent  after  that  his  Majeftie  and  his  Com- 
milTioners  many  tymes  had  moft  feriouily  conferrit  and  advyfit  with  the 
Miniftrie  :  At  laft  conclulioun  was  takin  in  the  Generall  Aflerablie  haldin 
at  Glafgow,  in  the  moneth  of  Junij,  1610  geirs,  determining  all  the  doubt- 
full  and  contravertit  points  concerning  the  jurifdi6lioun,  policie,  and  difci- 
pline forfaid,  with  full  and  vniforme  confent  of  a  very  frequent  number 
of  godly  Minifters,  affiftit  be  the  counfell  and  concurrence  of  a  great  many 
of  the  beft  affe6lit  Nobilitie,  Barrones,  and  Commiflioners  of  Burrowes  of 
this  kingdom,  in  maner,  fubftance,  and  effedl  following  :  with  the  explana- 
tioun maid  be  the  Eftates  of  Parhament  prefentlie  conveinit,  of  fome  of 
thefe  articles  refolvit  vpon  in  the  foirfaid  Affemblie  of  Glafgow. 

In  the  firft,  the  forefaid  Affemblie  acknowledgeth  the  indi6lioun  of  the 
Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  to  appertaine  to  his  Majeftie,  by  the  pre- 
rogative of  his  Royal  Crowne. 

And  farther  ordaines,  that  the  Bifchops  falbe  Moderatours  in  every  Dio- 
cefian  Synod.  And  the  Synod  fall  bald  twyfe  in  the  geir  of  the  Kirks  of 
every  Dyocie,  viz.  in  Apryle  and   October  :  and  quher  the   Diocies  are 
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large,  that  ther  be  twa  or  thrie  Synods  in  convenient  places,  for  eafe  of  the 
Miniftrie  :  And  in  cace  the  Bifchop  of  the  Djocie  be  abfent  vpon  any 
neceffar  occaiioun,  in  that  cace  his  place  falbe  fupplied  be  fuch  ane  worthie 
Minifter,  bearing  charge  within  the  bounds,  as  the  Archbifchop  or  Bifchop 
fall  appoint. 

That  no  fentence  of  excomraunicatioun  or  abfolutioiin  thereof  be  pro- 
nouncit  againft  or  in  favours  of  any  perfon,  without  the  knowledge  and  ap- 
probatioun  of  the  Bifchop  of  the  Dyocie,  quho  muft  be  anfuerable  to  God 
and  to  his  Majeflie  for  all  formall  and  vnpartiall  proceiding  therein  :  And 
the  proces  being  found  formall,  the  fentence  to  be  pronouncit  at  the  direc- 
tioun  of  the  Bifchop,  be  the  Minifter  of  the  paroch  quher  the  ofifender 
dwells,  and  the  proces  began. 

That  all  prefentatiouns  to  benefices  be  dire6tit  heirafter  to  the  Arclibif- 
chop  or  Bifchop  of  the  Dyocie,  within  the  which  the  benefice  vacand  be 
dimilfioun,  deprivatioun,  deceis,  or  vtherwayes,  lyeth  :  with  power  elfe  to 
the  Archbifchop  or  Bifchop  to  difpone  and  conferre  fuch  benefices  as  falls  in 
his  Dyocie,  jure  devoluto  :  Pro vy ding alwayes,  in  caice  any  Archbifchop  or 
Bifhop  fould  refufe  to  admitt  any  qualified  Minifter,  (accepting  the  prefen- 
tatioun  grantit  to  him,  and  who  hath  bene  once  receivit  and  admitted  to  the 
fundlioun  of  the  miniftrie,  being  then  ftill  vndepryvit,)  prefentit  to  them  be 
the  patrone,  in  the  caice  of  any  fuch  refufe,  It  falbe  laufuU  to  the  patrone 
to  reteine  the  whole  fruites  of  the  faid  benefice  in  his  awin  handis.  And 
either  he,  or  the  paroch  wanting  a  Paftour,  be  reafon  of  the  not  planting  of 
the  Kirk,  (in  caice  the  refufall  therof  come  be  the  Bifchop,)  may  com- 
plaine  therof  to  his  Archbifchop  ;  and  if  either  the  Archbifchop  be  the 
refufer,  or  els  give  not  due  redreffe  being  complained  vnto  :  in  that  cafe  the 
Lords  of  his  Majefties  Privie  Counfell,  vpon  the  parties  complaint  of  the 
refufe,  and  no  fufEcient  reafon  being  givin  for  the  fame,  fall  diredl  letters 
of  horneing,  chargeing  the  Ordinarie  to  doe  his  duetie  in  the  receiving 
and  admitting  of  fuch  a  perfon  as  the  faid  patrone  hath  prelentit.  It  is  al- 
wayes declarit,  that  if  any  Archbifchop  or  Bifchop  fall  deprehend  any  fuch 
perfon  as  is  prefentit  to  him,  to  have  come  within  compafle  of  a  fimoniacall 
pa6lioun  with  the  patrone,  in  fo  farr  as  he  hath  either  alreadie  hurt,  or  pro- 
mifed  or  bound  himfelfe  to  prejudge  and  hurt  the  eftate  of  his  benefice  in 
not  referving  a  fufficient  mainteinance  for  him  and  his  luccelTours,  anfuer- 
able to  the  eftate  of  his  benefice  ;  and  that  the  Bifchop  or  Archbifchop  fall 
vnderftand  the  fame,  either  be  the  parties  oath,  or  vther  cleir  pruif  and 
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evidence  :  in  that  cace  they  may  laufuUie  refufe  any  fuch  perfon  prefentit 
to  thein.  But  if  the  partie  who  is  prefented,  hath  refervit  to  himfelfe  and 
his  fucceffours  a  fufficient  manteinance,  the  fetting-  of  tacks,  or  promife  to 
doe  the  fame,  or  doing  of  any  thing  els  to  his  patrone,  (being  not  preju- 
dicial! to  that  afoifaid  manteinance,)  fall  no  wayes  be  afcryvit  to  any 
limoniacall  padlioun,  nor  fall  not  ferve  for  any  reafon  to  the  Archbifchop 
or  Bifchop  to  refufe  him.  And  in  cace  any  fuch  contraverfie  or  queftion  fall 
occure  betuixt  the  patrone,  the  perfon  prefentit,  and  the  Archbifchop  or 
Bifchop,  It  is  declarit,  that  the  Lords  of  Counfell  and  Seffioun  falbe  Judges 
thervnto,  to  decyde  vpon  the  faid  fymoniacall  pa6lioun,  and  qualitie  of  the 
fame,  if  any  fuch  thing  falbe  obje6lit  againft  the  partie  prefentit. 

In  depofitioun  of  Minilters,  the  Bifchop  aflbciating  to  himfelfe  the  Mi- 
niftrie  of  thefe  bounds  quher  the  delinquent  ferved,  he  is  ther  to  take  tryall 
of  the  fa6l,  and  vpon  juft  caufes  found,  to  depryve  :  And  the  lyke  ordour 
to  be  obfervit  in  fufpenGoun  of  Minifters  from  the  exercife  of  the 
fundlioun. 

That  every  Minifter  in  his  adiniifioun  fall  fweare  obedience  to  his  Ma- 
jeftie,  and  to  his  Ordinar,  according  to  this  forme  following :  I  A.  B.  now 
nominat  and  admittit  to  the  kirk  of  D.  tellifie  and  declare  in  my  con- 
fcience,  that  the  right  excellent,  right  high  and  mightie  Prince,  James  the 
Sext,  bo  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scotland,  Ingland,  France,  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  is  the  onlie  laufull  fupreame  governor  of  this 
realme,  afweill  in  matters  fpirituall  and  ecclefiafticall  as  in  things  tem- 
porall :  And  that  no  foraine  Prince,  State,  nor  Potentate,  hes  nor  aught  to 
have  any  jurifdi<Stioun,  power,  fuperioritie,  preheminencie,  or  authoritie 
ecclefiafticall  or  fpirituall  within  this  realme.  And  therfor,  I  vtterlie  re- 
nounce and  forfake  all  forraine  jurifdi6lioun,  power,  fuperiorities,  and 
authorities  ;  and  promifes,  that  from  this  furth  I  fall  and  will  beare  faith 
and  true  alledgance  to  his  Hienes,  his  aires,  and  laufull  fuccelTours  ;  [and 
to  ray  power  fliall  aflift  and  defend  all  jurifdi6lions,  priviledges,  preemin- 
ences, and  authorities  granted  and  belonging  to  his  Highnefs,  his  heirs,  and 
lawfull  fuccefTors,]  or  vnited  and  annexit  to  his  Royall  Crovvne.  And 
further,  I  acknowledge  and  confeffe  to  have  and  to  hold  the  faid  D.  and 
poffeffioun  of  the  fame,  vnder  God,  of  his  Majeftie,  and  his  Crowne 
Royall  of  this  realme  :  and  for  the  faids  poffefliouns  I  doe  homage  pre- 
lentlie  to  his  Hienes  in  gour  prefence :  and  to  his  Majeftie,  his  aires,  and 
laufull  fuccelTours,  falbe  true.     So  help  me  God.     And  als  that  every 
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Miniller  in  his  admiffioun  fall  fweare  obedience  to  bis  Ordinar,  according 
to  this  forme  follomng- :  I  A.  B.  now  admittit  to  the  Kirk  of  C.  promifes 
and  fweares  to  E.  F.  Bifchop  of  that  Dyocie  obedience,  and  to  his  fuccef- 
fors  in  all  laufiill  things.     So  help  me  God. 

And  if  the  faid  benefice  be  at  the  prefentatioun  of  ane  laik  patrone,  the 
perfon  prefentit  fall  give  his  aith  as  foUowes  :  I  G.  H.  now  admittit  to  the 
forfaid  benefice,  tefl^ifie  and  declare  in  my  confcience,  that  the  right  excel- 
lent, right  high  and  mightie  Prince,  James  the  Sext,  be  the  grace  of  God, 
King  of  Scotland,  Ingland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
&c.  is  the  onlie  laufull  fupreme  Governor  of  this  realme,  as  weill  in  matters 
fpirituall  and  eccleliafticall  as  in  things  temporall  ;  and  that  no  forraine 
Prince,  State,  nor  Potentate,  hes  nor  aught  to  have  any  jurifdidlioun, 
power,  fuperioritie,  preheminence,  nor  authoritie  ecclefiaflicall  or  fpirituall 
within  this  realme.  And  therfor,  I  vtterlie  renounce  and  forfake  all  for- 
raine jurifdiaioun,  power,  fuperiorities,  and  authorities ;  and  promifes,  that 
from  this  furth  I  fall  and  will  beare  faith  and  true  alledgance  to  his  Hienes, 
his  aires,  and  laufull  fuccefl"ours  ;  and  to  my  power  fliall  aflill  and  defend 
all  jurifdi6lions,  privilidges,  preeminencies,  and  authorities  granted  and 
belonging  to  his  Hienes,  his  aires,  or  laufull  fucceflburs,  or  vnited  and  an- 
nexit  to  his  Royal  Crowne.  And  I  doe  acknowledge  and  confeffe  to  have 
and  hald  the  faid  benefice  and  poirefTiouns  of  the  fame,  vnder  God,  be  his 
Majellie,  of  E.  F.  laufull  patron  of  the  fame. 

That  the  vifitatioun  of  ilk  Dyocie  be  done  be  the  Bifchop  himfelfe  ;  and 
if  the  bounds  be  greater  than  he  can  overtake,  that  then  he  make  fpeciall 
choife  of  fome  worthie  man  of  the  Miniftrie  of  the  Dyocie,  to  villte  in  his 
place :  And  quhatever  Minifter,  without  juft  cauCe  and  laufull  excufe 
made,  fall  abfent  himfelfe  from  the  vifitatioun,  or  the  Diocefian  Aflemblie, 
he  falbe  fufpendit  from  his  office  and  benefice ;  and  if  he  amend  not,  he 
falbe  depryvit. 

That  the  Conventiouns  of  Minifters  for  Exerceife  falbe  moderatit  be  the 
Bifchop  being  prefent ;  and  in  his  abfence,  be  any  vther  Miniller  quhom 
he  fall  appoint  at  the  Synod. 

Quhilks  afils,  ordinances,  declaratiouns,  and  determinatioims  above 
wrytin,  his  Majeftie  finding  to  be  verie  aggrieable  to  the  true  religioun 
profeft  within  this  kingdome,  and  to  the  godly  and  decent  governement  of 
the  Kirk,  Miniftrie,  and  whole  members  therof:  Therfor  his  Hienes,  with 
advyce  and  confent  of  the  Eftates  of  Parliament,  ratifies,  approves,  and  con- 
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firmes  all  and  fundrie  the  premyffes  :  and  ordaines  them  and  every  ane  of 
them  to  be  obeyit  and  obfervit,  be  all  his  Hienes  fubie6bs,  as  inviolable 
lawes  in  all  tyme  comeing.  Annulling  and  refcinding  the  114  a6l  of  his 
Majefties  Parliament,  haldin  in  anno  1592,  and  all  and  quhatfomever  a6ls 
of  Parliament,  laws,  ordinances,  conftitutiouns,  lentences,  and  cuftomes,  in 
fo  farre  as  they  or  any  of  them,  or  any  part  of  the  lame,  are  contrair  or 
derogatorie  to  any  of  the  articles  above  wrytin,  als  effentially  and  effedlu- 
allie  in  all  refpe6ls  as  if  the  faids  a6ls  and  confuetudes  heirby  abrogat  were 
at  lenth  heirin  expreffit. 


A.D.  MD.CXV. 

[The  Courts  of  High  Commiffion  united  in  December,  in  forme  and 
manner  following. 

Our  Soveraigne  Lord  ordaineth  a  Letter  to  be  made  under  his  Highnefs 
great  Seal,  in  due  form,  making  mention,  that  forfameikle  as  it  hath  been 
heavily  complained  to  his  Majellie,  in  the  behalf  of  the  Miniflrie  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Scotland,  of  the  frequent  Advocations,  made  by  the  Lords  of 
Councel  of  the  fame  Kingdom,  againft  fuch  as  are  either  erroneous  in  re- 
ligion, or  Icandalous  in  life ;  whereby  they  are  not  only  difcouraged  from 
cenfuring  of  vice,  but  the  oflFenders  fo  much  the  more  emboldened  to  con- 
tinue in  their  wickednefs,  uiing  theirAdvocation  as  a  mean  and  delay, 
both  to  difappoint  trial  and  punifliment,  knowing  that  many  of  the  Mini- 
ftry,  in  regard  of  the  meannels  of  their  proviiion,  are  unable  to  attend,  and 
profecute  the  diet  of  fuch  proceffe  ;  the  matter  contraveened  being  alfo  im- 
proper to  the  Councel  to  cognofce  upon.  P^or  efchewing  of  the  which  incon- 
veniences, and  that  the  number  of  true  Profeffors  may  be  known  to  in- 
creaie,  the  Antichriftian  enemie  and  his  grouth  fuppreffed,  all  kind  of  vice 
and  Icandalous  life  puniflied,  and  that  no  cover  of  iniquitie,  nor  delay  of 
trial  and  punifliment  of  the  offender  be  left,  by  this  fubterfuge  of  difcharg- 
ing  the  Eccleliaftical  cenfure  to  proceed  in  things  fo  meer  proper  for  them, 
or  being  otherwil'e  of  a  mixt  nature,  in  regard  of  the  danger  and  fequel  of 
lawb  y  reafon  of  the  offence  committed  ;  which  in  this  cafe  can  no  wayes 
be  lb  well  fupplied,  as  by  the  particular  choife   of  fome  of  the   Nobilitie, 
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Clergie,  other  Laicks  and  Minifters,  being  well  affedled  in  religion,  zealous 
in  the  caufe  of  God,  and  defirous  to  have  all  vice  and  linne  punifhed,  and 
the  increafe  and  grouth  of  the  enemie  flayed  :  And  becauCe  the  citation  of 
the  forefaid  perfons  is  oftentimes  protra6led  or  delayed  by  abf'ence  of  any 
of  our  two  Archbifliops  of  Scotland,  either  by  ficknefs,  or  for  other  rea- 
fonable  caufes  ;  fo  that  by  the  abfence  of  our  Archbilliop  of  San6l  An- 
drews, the  fcandalous  perfons,  within  the  Province  and  Diocie  of  San(Sl 
Andrews,  cannot  be  cited  to  compear  before  our  Archbifliop  of  San6l  An- 
drews as  their  Ordinar  :  And  by  the  abfence  of  our  Archbilliop  of  Glaf- 
gow,  the  oflFenders,  within  the  Province  and  Diocie  of  Glafgow,  cannot  be 
cited  to  compear  before  our  Archbifbop  of  Glafgow  ;  fo  that  the  fcanda- 
lous perfons,  at  the  lead  the  moft  part,  efcape  punifliment :  Therefore,  for 
remedie  hereof,  out  of  his  dutie  towards  God,  and  love  to  bis  Kirk,  being 
the  Nurfe  Father  of  the  fame  upon  the  earth,  within  his  Majellies  domi- 
nions ;  and  grieving,  that  either  hereticks,  fchifraaticks,  or  fcandalous  liv- 
ers, fliould  finde  any  fubterfuge,  colour,  or  efcape  the  old  ordinarie  courfe 
from  the  Ecclefiaftical  punifliment,  appointed  by  his  Hienes  laws,  againll 
offenders  in  fuch  caufes,  hath  given,  granted,  and  committed,  and  by  the 
tenor  hereof,  gives,  grants,  and  committs  full  power  and  commilfion  to  the 
moll  reverend  Fathers  in  God,  and  his  Highnefs  right  trullee  and  welbe- 
loved  Connfellors,  John  Archbilliop  of  Sandl  Andrews,  Primat  and  Me- 
tropolitan of  Scotland,  and  James  Biihop  of  Glafgow,  conjun6lly  and  feve- 
rally,  and  Alexander  Earle  of  Dumfermline,  Chancellour  of  our  Kingdom 
of  Scotland,  John  Earle  of  Marr,  George  Earle  of  Merfchal,  John  Earle,of 
Montrofe,  Peter  Bifliop  of  Aberdeen,  Alexander  Bifliop  of  Murray,  Wil- 
liam Bifliop  of  Galloway,  Patrick  Bifliop  of  Rofs,  Andrew  Bifliop  of  Bre- 
chin, Alexander  Bifliop  of  Cathnefs,  Adam  Bifliop  of  Duniblane,  Andrew 
Bifliop  of  Argile,  and  George  Bifliop  of  Orknay,  the  Lord  Binning,  Secre- 

tar  of  our  realme  of  Scotland, Lord  Lindfay, 

William  Lord  Sanquhair Lord  Forbes, 

Walter  Lord  Blantire,  Sir  Richard  Cockburne  of  Clerkingtoun,  Lord  Pri- 
vie  Seal,  Sir  Alexander  Hay  of  Whitburgh,  Clerk  of  Regiller,  Sir  William 
Oliphant  Newtoun  Knight,  our  Advocate,  Sir  Gedeon  Murray  of  Elie- 
bank  Knight,  our  Treafurer  Depute,  Sir  David  Carnegie  of  Kinnaird 
Knight,  Sir  William  Levingftoun  of  Kiifyth  Knight  ;  Mrs  Patrick  Gallo- 
way, John  Hall,  Peter  Hewat,  Andrew  Ramfey,  Minifters  at   our   Burgh 
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of  Edinburgh,  Mr  John  Ramfey,  Minifter  at     ...     .     Mr  John  Hay, 
Parfon  at  Ranfrew,   Mr  William  Birnie,  Minifter  at  Air,  Mr  John  Aber- 
nethie,     Minifter    at    Jedburgh,     Mr    Ed  wart    Hepburn,     Minifter     at 
Preftoun,    Mr   John    Mitchellbne,    Minifter  at  Bruntiland,    Mr  Theodor 
Hay,  Parfon   of  Peebles,   Mr  Thomas  Henrifon  and  Mr  John  Arthure, 
Commiffars    of    Edinburgh,    Mr    John    Weemes,     Commiflar    of    San6l 
Andrews,    Mr    William    Hay,  Commiflar   of   Glafgow ;    or   any  five   of 
them,    the   faids  Archbifliops   of  San6l  Andrews  and   Glafgow,    or  any 
one  of  them,   being  of  the  number  of  the  forefaids,  to  fummon  or  call 
before  them,    at  fuch  time  and  places  as  they  fliall  think   moft   meet,   all 
perfon  or  perfons,  dwelling  within  our  Country  of  Scotland,  and  within  the 
Provinces  of  San6l  Andrews  and  Glafgow,  and  Diocies  of  the  famine,  being 
offenders  either  in  life  or  religion,  whom  they  finde  any  wayes  to  be  fcan- 
dalous  ;  and  fpecially,  refetters  and  intercommuners  with  Jei'uits,  Seminary 
and  Maffe  Priefts,   or  excommunicat  Papifts,  fayers  and  hearers  of  MaiTe, 
recufants,  and  not  communicants,  inceftuous  and  adulterous  perfons  ;  and 
that  they  take  trial  of  the  famine  :    And  if  they  finde  them  guiltie  and  im- 
penitent, refufing  to  acknowledge  their  offence,  they  iliall  give  diredlion 
and  command  to  the  Preacher  or  Minifter  of  that  parifh,  where  they  dwell, 
to  proceed  with   the   fentence   of  excommunication   againft  them  ;  which 
fentence,  if  it  be  protrafiled  or  delayed,  and  their  command  by  that  Minifter 
be  not  prefently  obeyed,  they  fhall  then  conveen  any  fuch  Minifter  before 
them,  and  proceed  in  cenfuring  him  for  his  difobedience,    either  by  fufpen- 
fion,  or  deprivation,  or  otherwife,  according  as  in  their  difcretion  they  fliall 
hold  his  obftinacie,   and  refufal  of  their  dire6lions,  to  have  deferved  :  And 
farther,  to  fine  at  their  difcretions,   imprifon,   or  ward  any  fuch  perfons, 
whom,  being  conveened  before  them,  they  fliall  find  upon  trial,  for  contu- 
macie,   or  their  non  compearance,   to  have   deferved   fuch   punifliments 
for  the  faid   crimes  :    And  a  warrant   under  the   hand   of  any  five  above 
named,  any  one  of  the  laid  Archbifliops  being  alwayes  one  of  them,  fhall 
ferve   for  a  fufficient  command  to  Captains   and  Conftables   of   his  High- 
nefs  Wards  and  Caftles,   and  to  all  keepers  and   Jaylors  of  all  Prifons  or 
Wards,  either  within  burgh  or  land,    within  any  part  of  the  faid  countrey, 
for  receiving  and  detaining  of  fuch  perfons,  as  fliall  be  directed  unto  them, 
to  be  keeped   by  them   in   fuch  form   as  by  the  faid  warrants  fhall  be  pre- 
fcribed,  as  the  faid  offenders  will  anfwer  to  the  contrarie  upon  their  peril. 
And  of  all  fuch  fines,  as  fliall  be  impofed  upon  any  offender,  the  one  half 
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to  appertain  to  his  Majeftie  and  his  Highnefs  Treafurer  ;  another  half  to 
be  imployed  upon  fuch  neceffary  charges,  as  the  faid  Commilfioners  fliall 
be  forced  unto,  by  charging  all  Papifls,  and  witneffes  to  compear  before 
them  ;  and  the  furplus  to  be  bellowed,  at  the  light  of  the  faid  Commil- 
lioners,  ad  pios  ufus  :  And  that  the  faid  Letters  be  extended  in  the  belt 
form  with  all  claufes  needful,  and  with  command  therein  to  the  Lord  of 
his  Highnefs  Privie  Council  of  Scotland,  upon  the  fight  of  any  certificat, 
fubl'cribed  by  any  five  of  the  faid  Commilfioners,  the  faid  Archbilhops  being 
alwayes  two  of  them,  either  of  fine  impofed  upon  any  partie  found  guiltie, 
or  of  the  conturaacie  or  refufal  of  any  partie  to  compear  before  them,  to 
diredl  a  fummar  charge  of  horning  upon  ten  dayes  only,  for  payment  of  the 
fines  to  be  impofed  upon  them,  and  to  diredl  his  Highnefs  Letters  and  war- 
rant for  prefent  denouncing  of  perfons  that  are  contumacious,  for  their  con- 
tumacie  and  refufal  to  compear,  being  lawfully  called  to  that  effe^l :  and  that 
no  fufpeufion  nor  relaxation  be  granted,  without  a  certificat  under  the  Bifli- 
ops  hands,  of  the  partie  charged  his  obedience  and  fatiffa6lion  :  And  in  cafe 
of  farther  difobedience  of  the  partie,  who  fhall  be  charged  for  his  fine  of 
non  compearance,  his  Majeftie  then  ordaineth  his  Lords  of  Council  to  pro- 
fecute  the  molt  ftrait  order,  as  is  ufed  againft  any  others  his  Highnefs  rebels, 
for  any  other  caufe  whatfoever  :  With  power  to  the  faid  Commidioners 
to  proceed  therein  ;  and  alfo  to  take  trial  of  all  perfons,  that  have  made 
defe6lion,  or  otherwife  are  fufpedled  in  religion  ;  and  as  they  finde  any 
juft  caufe  againft  them,  to  proceed  in  manner  forefaid  :  Commanding  alfo 
by  thir  prefents  the  Captains  and  Lieutenants  of  his  Majelties  guards,  Pro- 
vefts  and  BaillifFs  of  Burghes,  where  the  faid  Commilfioners  Ihall  lit. 
Sheriffs,  and  Bailiffs  of  Regalities,  and  all  others  his  Majefties  Officers,  and 
Minifters  of  the  lawes,  to  fearch,  feek,  take  and  apprehend  all  and  fundrie 
perfons  his  Majefties  lieges,  whom  the  faid  Commilfioners  fliall  think  meit 
to  be  prefented  to  their  judgement  and  trial,  upon  a  warrant  fubfcribed  by 
any  five  of  the  faid  Coinmiflioners,  any  of  the  faid  Archbilhops  being 
alwayes  one  of  them  :  And  alfo,  whenfoever  they  learn  or  underftand  of 
any  Minifter,  Preachers  or  Teachers  in  Schooles,  Colledges  or  Univerlities, 
or  of  exhorting  and  ledluring  Readers  within  thefe  bounds,  teaching  or 
fpeaking  againft  the  prefent  eftabliflied  order  of  the  Kirk  or  Eftate,  againft 
any  of  the  conclufions  of  the  by  paft  General  Affemblie  holden  atGlafgow, 
or  any  afits  of  Parliament,  and  fpecially,   the  adl  of  Parliament  holden  at 
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Edinburgh,  in  06lober  16I2  years:  and  therefore,  after  calling  before  the 
faid  Commiffioners,  they  fhall  be  queftioned  upon  the  points  of  that  which 
is  laid  againft  them,  and  puniflied  according  to  the  qualitie  of  their  offence. 
And  whereas  complaints  fliall  be  made  unto  them  by  any  partie,  that  fhall 
be  conveened  before  any  Eccleiiaflicall  Judicatorie,  for  any  fuch  crime  as 
he  fhall  be  fufpefiled  of,  and  the  partie  alledge  there,  that  the  matter  itlelf 
is  impertinent  to  that  Judicature,  and  the  proceedings  to  be,  and  to  have 
been  unformal  ;  or  that  the  Judicature  itfelf  hath  been  partial :    And  when 

the  faid  CommilTioners  fhall  fee  a  juft  caufe,    they  fhall  take . 

like  as  it  fliall  be  leefome  to  whatfomever  perfon  or 

perfons,  to  appeal  to  the  fiiid  Connnifiioners  from  any  inferior  Ecclefiafticall 
Judge,  upon  any  reafonable  caufe  :  then  and  in  that  cafe,  the  faid  Com- 
miffioners to  take  cognition  therein,  the  cafe  of  Appellation  being  found 
reafonable  :  With  power  alio  to  the  faid  Commiffioners,  to  make  choife 
of  the  Clerk,  Procurator  fifcal,  and  other  members  of  Court ;  and  to  direfil 
precepts  in  name  of  the  faid  Archbifhops  and  their  Affociats,  for  their  citation 
of  any  parties  before  them,  within  the  bounds  of  the  laid  countrey,  in  any 
of  the  caufes  or  cafes  above  named  :  which  precepts  fhall  be  f'ealed  with  a 
fpecial  Seal,  containing  the  Amies  of  the  faid  two  Archbifliops  ;  and 
thefe  prefents  fliall  be  a  fufficient  warrant,  both  for  making,  and  ufing  the 
faid  Seal  ;  and  to  charge  witneffes  to  compear  before  them,  under  the  pain 
of  fourtie  pounds  ufual  money  of  this  Realme  of  Scotland  :  And  upon  a 
certificat  from  the  faid  Commiffioners,  that  any  of  the  faid  penalties  are  in- 
curred by  their  contumacie,  the  faid  Lords  of  Councel  fhall  dire6l  the  like 
charges  for  payment  of  the  fame,  as  is  appointed  for  the  fines.  Attour, 
our  faid  Soveraign  Lord  by  the  tenor  hereof  difchargeth  the  Lords  of  his 
Highnefs  Council  and  Seffion  of  all  advocating  to  thenifelves,  from  our 
Ecclefiaflical  Judicatories,  any  of  the  matters  of  the  qualities  above  written  j 
but  that  they  referre  the  famine  to  the  decifion  of  the  faid  Commiffioners  : 
And  generally  to  do  all  and  vvhatfoever  things  the  faid  Commiffioners  fliall 
hold  fit  and  convenient  for  his  Highnefs  fervice  herein,  according  to  the 
intent  and  purpofes  of  his  Majeflies  Commiffion  :  Charging  likewife,  and 
commanding  all  and  fundrie  his  Highnefs  lieges  and  fubjecls,  whom  it 
effeirs,  to  anfwer  readily,  and  obey  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any  five  of 
them,  any  of  the  faid  Archbifliops  being  alwayes  one  of  them,  their  officers 
and  Miniflers,  in  all  and  fundrie  things  concerning  the  premifles,  under  all 
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higheft  pain  and  charge  that  after  may  follow  :  And  ordains  our  Great 
Seal  to  be  appended  to  the  fame  ;  whereunto  thefe  prefents  Ihall  be  a 
fiifficient  warrant. 

Given  at  Royftoun,  the  21  of  December,  the  year  of  God  1615  years, 
and  of  our  reigne  fourtie  nine,  and  thirteen  years. 

A.  Chanc.        Binning. 
Murray.  Alexander  Hay. 


A.D.  MD.CXVI, 

The  Kings  Letter  to  Mr  John  Spotfwood,  Bifliop  of  Sandl  Andrews. 

Right  reverend  Father  in  God,  right  trufty  and  well  beloved  Counfellor, 
We  greet  you  well.  We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13  of  this  in- 
ftant,  whereby  ye  and  the  remanent  Bifliops  doe  give  us  account  of  the 
High  Commilfions  proceedings,  and  the  caufes  moving  them  at  their  lall 
meeting,  to  committ  the  Marquefs  of  Huntlie  :  and  as  we  are  well  pleafed 
both  with  your  Affembly,  and  that  effefb  thereof,  efpecially  at  this  time  of 
fo  great  defection,  and  apoftacy  in  the  North  ;  fo  it  is  our  pleafure,  that  the 
faid  Marquefs  be  no  ways  relieved  of  his  commanded  reflraint,  but  that  he 
remain  therein,  notwithftanding  our  late  letter  fent  to  him,  which  being 
dire6led  and  difpatched  before  we  knew  of  his  rellraint,  is  not  to  be  inter- 
preted as  a  warrant  for  his  relief  thereof;  fo  as  notwithflanding  the  iaid 
letter,  ye  are  flill  to  detain  him,  if  he  be  in  prifon,  and  otherways  to  caufe 
him  reenter  the  fame. 

And  feeing  now  ye  haue  made  fo  fair  an  entry  and  way  to  curb  and 
corredl  Popery,  and  prevent  the  future  grouth  and  increafe  therein  ;  fo 
we  are  the  more  earneilly  to  perfuade  you  to  fett  fore  ward  in  fo  good  a 
caufe,  without  fainting  or  wearying;  becauie  at  this  time  of  the  Marquels 
his  imprifonment,  every  man  will  be  in  expefilation  of  fome  real  effefil  and 
work  of  reformation  :  Wherfor  you  and  all  the  reft  of  your  coUegues  are 
to  ufe  the  greater  care  and  diligence  in  your  proceedings  againft  the  Jefuits, 
Priefts  and  Papifts  in  thefe  parts  ;  and  chiefly  againft  thefe  of  tlie  faid  Mar- 
quefs his  name,  kind,  and  dependents,  by  citation,  or  fuch  other  courfe  as 
ye  fliall  think  meet  for  their   difcovery,   purfuit,   tryal,   and   punifliment, 

7b 
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wherein  as  we  doubt  not,  but  ye  will  perform  all  that  we  can  expedl  or 
require  of  you,  To  may  ye  be  confident  of  our  fpecial  approbation,  and  aid 
to  be  conferred  to  any  lawful!  courfe  that  ye  intend  or  take  for  the  fame. 

In  the  mean  time,  among  other  particulars  of  that  letter  fent  unto  us, 
wee  cannot  but  take  fpecial  notice  of  the  devilifli  difpolition  of  Cornelet 
Gordouns  wife,  in  railing  fo  wickedly  againft  a  Preacher,  and  uling  fuch 
fpeaches  to  divert  people  even  at  the  church  door  from  entering  to  hear 
the  Word  :  Wherfor,  our  pleafure  is,  that  ye  refolve  upon  the  moft  expe- 
dient courfe  to  bring  her  to  Edinburgh,  and  flie  to  be  committed  to  the 
Tolbuith  thereof:  for  if  thefe  fpeaches  expreffed  in  the  faid  letter  be  veri- 
fied againft  her,  we  will  repute  her  as  infamous,  odious,  and  punifliable  as 
any  witch  :  and  unlefs  be  her  punifliment,  we  be  confirmed  of  her  guilti- 
nefs,  we  muft  elleem  the  information  made  againft  her  to  be  but  an  inven- 
tion, and  yow  too  eafily  to  haue  believed  a  lye. 

According  to  your  defire,  we  have  required  our  Depute  Treafurer  to 
caule  difpatch  the  guard  to  purfue  Gight,  and  take  his  houfe.  And  for 
punifliing  the  reft  that  being  cited,  compeared  not  before  our  Hie  Com- 
miflion,  we  have  willed  him  to  proceed  againft  all  and  every  one  of  them, 
with  all  feverity  and  rigour  of  law. 

And  to  conclude,  whereas  ye  defire  the  declaration  of  our  pleafure  con- 
cerning Mr  John  Murrey :  Seing  be  his  conformity  he  has  given  you 
fatiffadlion,  we  are  well  pleafed,  that  ye  place  him  in  Dumfermling,  or 
elfesvhere  as  ye  fhall  think  moft  fitt.     And  fo  we  bid  yow  farewell. 

At  Wanfteade,  the  2*2  of  June,  I6I6. 


Proclamation  be  the  King,  for  holding  the  General  Affembly  at  Aberdeen, 
in  Auguft  JGI6. 

James,  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britane,  France,  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  To  our  Lovits,  &c.  Melfingers,  our  Shirefls  in  that 
part,  conjunctly  and  feverally,  fpecially  conftitut,  greeting.  For  as  much  as 
the  Prelats,  and  the  reverend  Fathers  of  the  Kirk,  forl'eeing  that  there  is  a 
great  decay  in  religion,  and  a  grouth  and  increafe  of  Poprie,  within  this 
our  kingdom  ;  and  that  the  lamen  is  like  to  produce  many  dangerous  effedls 
againft  the  Eflates,  both  in  Kirk  and  Policie  :     And  the  faid  Prelats  hav- 
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ing  gravely  devifed  upon  the  bed  and  readieft  means,  both  for  preventing 
and  fupprelTing  this  grouth  of  Popery  ;  and  for  reforming  of  the  diflbrders 
and  abufes  flowing  therefra,  they  haue  found,  that  nothing  is  more  expedi- 
ent for  effectuating  their  good  work  than  a  National  Aflembly,  and  meet- 
ing of  the  whole  Kirk  :  And  by  their  petitions  presented  to  us,  they  have 
humbly  craved  our  licence  for  the  holding  of  the  faid  AIFembly  :  Lykas 
we  allowing  of  their  good  advice  and  opinion  in  this  point,  and  being  will- 
ing to  hold  hand  to  them  in  all  and  every  thing  which  may  procure  the 
good  of  the  Kirk,  We  have  mofl:  willingly  and  freely  given  and  granted 
our  confent,  licence,  permidion  and  allowance  for  holding  of  the  faid  Af- 
fembly,  and  ordaining  the  fame  to  hold  at  our  Burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  to 
begin,  God  willing,  upon  the  13  day  of  Auguft  next  approaching,  in  this 
inftant  year  of  God,  I6l6  years.  Our  will  is  herefor,  and  we  charge  yow 
flraitly,  and  command,  that  incontinent  thefe  our  Letters  feen  ye  pafs,  and, 
in  our  name  and  authority,  make  publication  thereof  be  open  proclamation, 
at  the  Mercat  Crofs  of  the  head  burrowes  of  this  our  kingdom,  and  other 
places  needfull,  wherethrough  none  pretend  ignorance  of  the  fame  :  And 
that  ye  warn  all  and  fundry  Archbifliops,  Bifliops,  CommiHioners  from  the 
Kirks,  and  others  having  vote  in  the  faid  Aflembly,  that  they  repair  in  due 
and  lawfull  tyme  to  our  Burgh  of  Aberdeen,  againft  the  laid  13  day  of 
Augult  nixt,  and  allift  the  faid  Affembly  and  meeting  with  their  prefence 
and  votes,  and  doe  and  perform  that  which  to  their  charges  in  Inch  cafes 
appertaines,  as  they  will  anfwer  upon  the  contrair  at  their  perrill  :  The 
which  to  doe,  we  committ  to  you,  conjundlly  and  feverally,  our  full  pouer 
be  thefe  our  Letters,  delivering  tbem  be  yow  duely  execut  and  indorlit 
again  to  the  bearer. 

Given  under  our  Signet,  at  Edinburgh,   the  19  day  of  July,   and  of 
our  reignes  the  49  and  14  years,  I6l6. 

Per  A6lum  Secret!  Confilij.  C] 
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A.D.  MD.CXVI. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  halden  at  Aberdein 
the  13  day  of  Auguft  I6I6  :  Where  was  prefent  the  Erie  of  Mon- 
trois,  Commiffioner  for  his  Majeftie,  Lords  and  Barones,  together 
with  the  Archbifhops,  BiQiops,  and  Commiirioners  from  Prefbitries. 

[A  Fall  was  indi6led,  be  Proclamation  and  found  of  trumpet,  to  be 
keeped  this  day :  Patrick  Forbes,  Laird  of  Corle,  taught  in  the  morning  ; 
the  Bifliop  of  Sandl  Andrews  before  noon  ;   Mr  William  Forbes  after  noon. 

The  King  ordained  by  his  Letter,  the  Primat  to  rule  the  Clergie,  and 
his  CommiUioner,  the  Earle  of  Montrofe,  to  order  the  Laitie  ;  and  defired 
the  AiTembly  to  advife  upon  certain  overtures  for  the  rooting  out  of  Popery, 
which  he  promifed  to  authorize  be  his  lawes.  So  Mr  John  Spotfwood, 
Archbifhop  of  San6l  Androis,  ftepped  into  the  Moderators  place  without 
eledlion.  Secretar  Hamiltoun  and  the  Lord  Carnegie  were  appointed  by 
the  King  to  affift  the  Earle  of  Montrofe.  The  Catalogue  of  the  Prefby- 
tries  was  not  called,  nor  Commilfioners  coniidered,  whether  free  or  limited. 
A  number  of  Lords  and  Barones  decored  the  Affembly  with  filks  and  fat- 
tins,  but  without  lawful!  Commillion  to  vote.  Bifliops  had  no  Commiflions 
from  Prell)ytries.  The  Moderators  of  the  Prelbytries  came  according  to 
the  Bifliops  MifTives. 

The  whole  Bifliops  and  Lords  of  Councel,  that  wei-e  prefent,  together 
with  the  Kings  Commiffioner,  and  his  Affifters,  the  Secretary,  and  the  Lord 
Carnegy,  and  fifteen  other  Lords  and  Barones,  with  twenty  Minillers, 
or  thereby,  were  appointed  to  fit  upon  the  Privie  Conference.  The  firft 
four  dayes  were  fpent  in  preaching,  renewing  old  adls,  and  making  fome 
new  a6ls  againft  Papifts.  C] 
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Seffio  2»-    14  Augiifli. 

Forfameikle  as  the  nioft  vrgent  caufes  of  the  convocation  of  this  prefent 
Allemblie,  is  to  obviat  the  great  increafe  of  Papiftrie  within  this  reahne, 
and  to  try  out  the  juft  caufes  heirof,  to  the  effe6l  that  fufficient  remedies 
may  be  provided  for  redreffing  of  the  fame  in  all  tyme  coming ;  and  that 
it  is  found  be  the  whole  Affemblie,  that  ane  great  part  of  the  caufes  of  the 
faid  increafe  relyes  partlie  vpon  the  flacknefs  of  the  Minillrie  in  thair  holie 
profeflioun,  and  partlie  vpon  the  not  executing  of  the  laws,  alfweill  civil 
as  ecclefiafticall,  againft  fucli  perfons  as  either  were  excomniunicat  thcm- 
felves,  and  oppinly  contemnit  the  faid  cenfure  ;  or  quho  intertaines,  re- 
ceipts, and  maintaines  quho  were  excommunicat  ;  or  quho  were  traffi- 
quers  againft  the  true  religioun  prefentlie  profeft  within  this  realme  :  For 
remeid  quherof,  the  whole  Affemblie  in  ane  voyce  hes  ilatute  and  ordaint 
in  maner  after  following. 

In  the  firft,  For  the  better  tryall  and  difcovering  of  Apoftates,  it  is  ftat- 
ute  and  ordainit,  that  quhofoever  hes  confeffit  the  true  religioun  prefentlie 
profeffit  within  this  realme,  and  hes  fubfcryvit  the  famein,  and  hes  receiv- 
ed the  holy  facrament  of  the  Supper  of  the  Lord,  and  communicat  con- 
forme  to  the  ordour  obfervit  within  this  realme;  if  at  any  tyme  heirafter 
he  or  fche  be  found  any  tyme,  either  to  reafon  againft  the  faid  true  reli- 
gioun prefentlie  profeft  within  this  realme,  or  any  article  or  heid  therof,  or 
to  raile  againft  the  fame,  or  els  dire6llie  or  indire^llie  to  be  a  feducer  or 
perverter  of  vthers  from  the  faid  trueth  prefentlie  profeft,  as  laid  is  ;  or  if 
he  or  fche  be  found  to  receipt  or  intertaine  any  traffiqueing  Papifts,  Jefu- 
ites,  or  Seminarie  Priefts  :  Any  of  the  faid  fadls  or  deids  falbe  a  fufficient 
caufe  of  apoftafie,  and  thele  doers  falbfe  reput,  haldin  and  punifliit  as 
apoftates. 

And  becaufe  the  probatioun  in  the  faids  caufes  is  difficile  and  almoft  im- 
podible,  in  refpefil  that  the  faids  deids  are  committit  covertlie,  and  quher- 
in  probatioun  can  hardly  be  deducit :  Therfor  it  is  ftatute,  that  in  cace 
vther  probatioun  cannot  be  had,  that  it  fall  be  lawfuU  to  prove  the  famein 
be  the  aith  of  the  partie  alledgit  committer  of  the  faids  fadls  and  deids  ; 
and  that  it  fall  not  be  leifum  to  him  to  refufe  to  give  his  oath  in  the  faids 
matters,  vpon  quhatfoevir  colour  or  pretence  of  criminall  a6tioun,  or  vthers 
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following  tbervpon  :  and  to  this  effe6l  that  ane  fupplicatioun  be  diredlit  to 
his  Majellie,  that  it  might  pleafe  his  Hienes  to  fett  downe  ane  ordinance 
for  ratificatioun  of  the  former  Ilatute,  to  the  effe6l  it  may  be  receivit  in  all 
Judicatories. 

Item,  It  is  Ilatute,  if  any  perfon  or  perlons  quho  hes  conformit  himfelfe 
to  the  true  religioun  preientlie  profeft  within  this  realme,  and  hes  fubfcry- 
vit  the  Confeflioun  of  the  Faith,  and  receivit  the  Communioun,  if  at  any 
tyme  heirafter  he  or  they  doe  not  haunt  the  ordinar  exercifes  of  religioun, 
being  admonifchit  be  thair  ordinur  Paftour  trina  admonitione  [diredled 
from  tiie  SelFioun  of  the  Church,]  the  fame  being  proven  falbe  ane  luffi- 
cient  caufe  to  punifli  them  as  bald  and  repute  apoftates. 

Item,  It  is  Ilatute  and  ordainit,  that  quhatfumevir  perfon,  known  of  be- 
fore tyme  to  have  bein  a  Papift,  and  after  his  reconcileing  to  the  Kirk,  he 
falbe  tryed  and  found  to  weare  and  beare  vnder  perfon  Agnus  Dei,  beids, 
croces,  crucifixes,  or  to  have  in  their  houfes  idols  and  images,  or  in 
thair  bookes  fick  things  as  befor  they  have  fuperllitiouflie  vfed,  the  famein 
fall  inferre  jull  fufpitioun  of  apoftafie,  and  falling  back  in  the  faids  errours  ; 
and  they  being  convidl  thereof,  i'albe  haldin  and  repute  as  apoftates. 

Item,  It  is  ftatute  and  ordainit  in  all  tyme  heirafter,  quhenfoever  any 
Minifter  fall  receive  any  Papift  returning  from  his  errours  to  tlie  bofome 
of  the  Kirk,  that  at  the  tyme  of  his  receiving,  the  Minifter  fall  firft  take 
his  aith  folemnlie  fworne,  that  he  fall  declare  the  veritie  of  his  faith  and 
beliefe  in  every  particular  point  and  article,  contained  in  the  ConfelTioun 
of  the  Faith,  quhilk  falbe  fpeirit  at  him  ;  and  that  imraediatlie  therafter  the 
laid  Minifter  fall  examine  him  particularlie  vpon  everie  heid  conteinit  in 
the  Confeflion  of  Faith,  and  receive  his  particular  anfwer  tbervpon  affir- 
mative, conforme  to  the  famein  ;  vtherwayes  that  he  fall  not  be  receivit. 

Item,  It  is  ftatute  anent  the  wyves  of  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  and  others 
profelfing  Papiftry,  quho  refetts  traffiqueing  Papifts,  Jefuites,  and  Semina- 
rie  Preifts,  as  if  the  fame  were  done  againft  the  will  and  knowledge  of  thair 
hulbands,  that  all  fuch  wemin  falbe  callit  and  conveinit  for  the  laid  recept 
and  intertainraent ;  and  thair  being  convidl  therfor,  that  they  falbe  wardit 
ay  and  quhill  they  find  fufficient  cautioun  to  abftaine  from  the  lyke  receipt 
or  intertainraent,  in  any  tyme  comeing,  vnder  a  certaine  paine  ;  but  pre- 
judice of  any  a6lioun  that  may  be  competent  againft  thair  hufbands,  con- 
forme  to  the  laws  of  this  realme. 

Item,  Becaufe  the  fpeciall  caufe  of  increafe  of   Papiftrie  proceids  vpon 
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the  not  putting  to  execution  of  the  ftatutes  and  a6ls  of  Parliament  made 
ag-ainft  trafBqueing  Papifts,  Jel'uites,  and  Seminarie  Priefts  ;  that  therfor 
a  Iiipplicatioun  be  dire6lit  to  his  Majeftie,  that  it  will  pleafe  his  Hienes  to 
take  fuch  ordour,  that  the  loveable  lawis  and  a6ls  of  Parliament,  made  be 
his  Majeftie  in  tymes  bypaft  againft  traffiqueing-  Papifts,  Jefuites,  and  Se- 
minarie Priefts,  may  be  put  to  executioun,  in  all  tymes  comeing-,  with  all 
feveritie. 

Item,  It  is  ordainit,  that  the  haill  names  of  Papifts  recufants,  within  this 
realme,  be  givin  in  be  the  Commiflioners  of  this  prefent  AiFemblie,  to  the 
Clerk,  to  be  delyverit  be  him  to  the  Archbifchops  of  San6l  Androes  and 
Glafgow,  conforme  to  thair  feverall  Provinces,  to  the  effedl  they  may  be 
callit  and  conveinit  before  them  in  the  Hie  CommiiTioun,  and  puniflied  as 
accords  ;  but  prejudice  alwayes  of  vtlier  eccleliafticjill  cenfure,  and  difci- 
pline  of  the  Kirk,  ftatute  aganis  them  of  befor. 

Item,  It  is  ordainit,  that  every  ane  of  the  Miniftrie  give  up  the  names 
of  fuch  of  thair  paroch  as  hes  paft  furth  of  the  countrey,  and  not  found  ca- 
tioiin  for  thair  behaviour,  and  iincere  profellioun  of  the  religioun,  foorth  of 
the  famein,  conforme  to  the  a£b  of  Parliament,  to  the  effect  they  mav  be 
callit,  conveinit,  and  punifchit  conforme  to  the  faid  a&. 

Item,  It  is  ordainit,  that  the  whole  names  of  the  perfons  excommunicat 
within  this  realme,  qubilk  falbe  givin  vp  be  the  Commiflioners,  be  dely- 
verit to  the  Bifchop  of  every  Dyocie,  quho  fall  delyver  a  catalogue  of  the 
names  to  every  Minifter  within  his  Dyocie,  ordaining  every  Minifter  to 
make  publick  intimatioun  thereof,  at  every  ane  of  thair  paroch  kirks,  vpon 
Sonday,  in  tyme  of  divyne  fervice,  that  no  man  pretend  ignorance  of  the 
fame  ;  chargeing  and  inhibiteing  every  ane  of  thair  paroch,  that  they  neither 
receipt  the  faid  excommunicants,  nor  intercommune  with  them  :  certifieing 
them  and  they  doe  in  the  contrair,  they  falbe  callit  and  conveinit  as  re- 
ceiptors of  traffiqueing  Papifts  and  excommunicat  perions,  and  be  punifchit 
for  the  fame. 

Item,  The  Affemblie  recommends  to  the  care  of  Bif'chops  within  thair 
Dyocies,  and  Minifters  within  thair  congregatiouns,  to  travell  with  noble- 
men, gentlemen,  and  burgeffes,  that  ther  be  ordinar  exercile  of  reidingand 
prayer  within  thair  houfes,  as  alfo  ane  prayer  for  the  Kings  Majeftie  and 
his  children,  after  every  meale  :  [And  that  the  Minifter  of  every  parifh 
haunt  the  houfes  to  fee  the  fame  obferved.] 


1120  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1616. 


Seffio  3»-    15  Augufti  I6l6. 

Item,  Becaufe  ther  are  fome  pamphletts  and  bookes  full  of  calumnies, 
quyetlie  fett  foorth,  and  fpred  within  this  countrey  be  the  Papifts,  and  en- 
emies of  the  true  religioun  :  Therfor  the  AiTerablie  hes  ordainit,  that  Mr 
William  Scott,  Minifter  at  Couper,  and  Mr  William  Struthers,  Minifter 
at  Edinburgh,  [the  Laird  of  Corle,  and  the  Bifliop  of  Galloway,]  fall  make 
anfuers  to  the  faids  bookes  and  pamphletts,  to  the  effedl  that  therby  the 
peiple  may  be  inftru6lit  how  to  beware  of  the  famein,  and  the  faid  errours 
and  calumnies  may  be  refutit. 

Item,  Becaufe  it  is  certainely  informed,  that  certaine  wemen  taks  vpon 
them  to  bring  vp  the  jouth  in  reiding,  fewing,  and  vther  exercifes  in 
fchooles  ;  vnder  pretext  and  collour  quherof,  traffiqueing  Papills,  Jefuites, 
and  Seminarie  Preifls  hes  thair  appointit  tymes  of  meeting  :  at  quhilk 
tymes  they  catechife  and  pervert  the  gouth  in  their  goung  and  tender  age, 
in  fuch  fort  that  hardlie  therafter,  by  great  paines  and  travells,  can  they 
be  brocht  fra  their  errours  to  the  acknowledging  of  the  trueth  prefentlie 
profelTit  within  this  realme  :  It  is  therfor  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  it  fall 
not  be  leiliim  to  quhatfumevir  peri'on  or  perfons  to  hold  any  fchooles  for 
teaching  of  the  gouth,  or  to  teach  them  therin,  except  they  firft  have  the 
approbation  of  the  Bifliop  of  the  Diocie,  and  be  firfl  tryit  be  the  Minillers 
of  the  Prelbytrie,  quher  they  dwell,  and  have  thair  approbation  to  the 
efiFedl  forfaid. 

Item,  Becaule  ther  is  a  great  abufe  in  peiple  paffing  to  pilgrimages  to 
wells,  to  trees,  and  auld  chappells  ;  as  likewayes  in  putting  vp  of  bane- 
fyres  :  Therfor  it  is  ordainit,  that  the  brethren  of  the  Miniftrie  be  diligent 
in  teaching  of  the  peiple,  and  preaching  againft  fuch  abufes  and  fuperfti- 
tioun,  to  the  effedl  they  may  be  recallit  from  the  faids  errours:  as  lyke- 
wayes  that  the  Minilhie  take  diligent  tryall  of  the  names  of  thole  quho 
haunts  thefe  pilgrimages,  and  to  delate  the  fame  to  the  Archbifchops  of 
San6l  Androes  and  Glafgow,  every  ane  within  thair  awin  provinces,  to 
the  effedt  they  may  be  callit  befor  the  Hie  Commiffioun,  and  punifchit  for 
the  fame.  It  is  lykways  ordainit,  that  thair  names  be  delyverit  to  the 
Juftices  of  Peace,  with  the  places  of  thair  pilgrimages,  and  dayes  of  thair 
meetings ;  and  that  they  may  be  requiilit  and  defyrit  to  attend  vpon   the 
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faiils  dayes  of  thair  meetings,  and  to  difturb  and  divert  them   therfrom,  be 
apprehending  and  puniiliing  of  them. 

Item,  It  is  ordainit,  that  every  Miniller  give  vp  the  names  of  ydle  fong- 
llers  within  thair  parifhes  to  the  Juftices  of  Peace,  that  they  may  be  callit 
and  conveinit  befor  them,  and  punifchit  as  ydle  vagabounds,  conform  to 
the  A6ls  of  Parliament,  and  power  given  to  the  faids  Juftices  of  Peace 
theranent. 

Item,  Becaufe  it  is  found,  that  diverfe  of  the  faid  Jefuites,  traffiqueing 
Papifts,  and  Seminarie  Preifls  goes  about,  vnder  the  colour  and  pretext  of 
Dodlours  of  Phylick  and  Apothecaries,  deceiving  and  perverting  the  peiple 
from  the  true  religioun  profeft  within  this  countrie  :  Therfor  ane  fupplica- 
tioun  wald  be  diredl  to  his  Majeftie,  that  it  wald  pleafe  his  Hienes  to  fta- 
tute  and  ordaine,  that  none  heirafter  be  fuflferit  -to  vie  and  exercife  the  office 
of  ane  Dodlour  of  Phylick  or  Apothecar,  quhill  firll  he  have  ane  approba- 
tioun  from  the  Bifliop  of  the  Dyocies,  quher  he  maks  his  refidence,  of  his 
conformitie  in  religioun  ;  as  lykewayes  from  the  Vniverfitie,  quher  he 
learnit  and  lludied,  of  his  qualificatioun  and  fufficiencie  in  the  faid  art. 

The  quhilk  day  compeirit  in  prefence  of  the  haill  Affemblie  John  Gor- 
doun  of  Buckie,  in  name,  and  at  the  dire6lioun  of  ane  noble  and  potent 
Lord,  George  Marqueis  of  Huntlie,  and  prefentit  a  petitioun,  diredl  be  the 
laid  George  Marqueis  of  Huntlie,  to  the  faid  ACfemblie,  fubfcrivit  with  his 
hand,  craving  to  be  ablolved  orderly  from  the  fentence  of  excommunica- 
tion, and  defyring  ane  anfuer  of  the  fame  to  be  given  be  the  Affemblie  ; 
quherof  the  tenour  followes,  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  end  of  this  Affembly.* 

The  Bifliop  of  San6l  Androes  prefented  ane  letter  direct  from  the 
Archbifchop  of  Canterburie,  together  with  ane  vther  letter  from  the  Kings 
Majeftie,  concerning  the  ablolutioun  of  the  faid  Lord  Marqueis  from  the 
fentence  of  excommunicatioun  made  be  the  faid  Archbifchop  of  Canter- 
burie, quhilk  were  both  red  in  prefence  of  the  faid  Affemblie,  and  ordainit 
to  be  regiftrat  in  the  A(5ls  of  the  Generall  Affembly  ad  perpetuam  rei  me- 
moriam,  quherof  the  tenour  followis  : 

Heir  to  infert  the  two  letters  quhilk  is  to  be  found  afterward.* 
With  the  quhilk  the  Affemblie  being  rypelie  adviiit,  hes  thoght  it  moft 
expedient,  that  the  faid  Marquefe  compeir  in  the  prefence   of  the  haill  Af- 

*  The  documents  referred  to  are  not  contained  in  the  two  MS.  copies  of  B.  U.  K.  Advocates 
Library,  nor  in  the  MS.  or  printed  copies  of  C.  to  which  we  have  had  access. 
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femblie,  ther  to  teftifie  his  conformitie  in  the  points  of  religioun,  and 
refolutioun  to  abide  therat ;  and  fwa  to  be  abfolvit  from  the  fentence  of  ex- 
communicatioun  pronuncit  againft  him  :  And,  therfor,  ordains  the  faid 
John  Gordoun  of  Buckie  to  advertife  the  faid  Lord  Marqueis,  that  he  com- 
peir  befor  the  AlTemblie,  on  Wednefdaj  nixt  to  come,  the  xxj  day  of  Au- 
guft  inftant,  to  the  efFe6t  forfaid  :  And  for  the  better  furtherance  heirof, 
the  Aflemblie  hes  defyrit  the  Lord  Coramiffioner,  and  Lord  Archbifchop 
Moderator,  to  wryte  thir  letters  to  the  faid  Lord  Marqueis  for  the  caufes 
forfaids  :  and  the  whole  ADTembly  was  charged  to  ftay  while  that  time. 

[The  Bifliop  of  Canterburie  excufes  Huntlies  abfolution  in  England. 
The  reafons  moving  the  BiQiop  of  Canterburie.  1.  His  Majefties  fute,  af- 
furing  him  that  he  was  fully  refolved.  2.  The  Bilhop  of  San6l  Andrewes 
had  requeifted  him  divers  times  to  further  that  mans  converfion,  wlienfo- 
ever  occafion  was  offered.  3.  He  was  refolved  by  the  bell  learned  in 
England,  that  he  might  abfolve  him.  4.  That  he  did  it  of  brotherly  af- 
feftion,  and  not  as  claiming  any  fuperiority  over  the  Kirk  of  Scotland. 
5.  He  was  informed  be  the  Bilhop  of  Cathnefs  then  prefent  at  Court,  that 
it  would  be  acceptable  Cervice  to  the  Kirk  of  Scotland.  C] 


Decimo  fexto  Augulli,  I6I6. 

The  faid  day,  the  Lord  Commiffioner  for  his  Majeftie  produceit  certaine 
inftru6liouns,  dire6l  by  his  Majeftie  to  the  faid  Lord  CommilTioner,  to  be 
proponit  to  this  prefent  Affemblie,  anent  the  provifioun  of  the  remedie  for 
the  defefitioun  and  falling  away  of  many  from  the  tructh  :  quherof  the 
tenour  followeth  : 


Inftru6liouns  to  our  right  truftie  and  welbelovit  Cufigne  and 
Counfellour  the  Erie  of  Montrois. 

[1.  That  order  be  taken  with  the  delapidation  of  benefices,  and  the  pro- 
grefs  thereof  flayed,  and  fome  means  devyfed  to  recover  that  which  is  loft. 

The  Aflembly  thought  good,  that  the  determination  of  this  matter  fliould 
he  referred  to  fome  of  the  moft  wife  and  difcreet  of  the  Miniftry  to  confult 
and  advife  thereupon.     And,  in  the  meantime,  it  is  ftatute,  that  no  Bilhop, 
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Minifler,  or  beneficed  perfon,  fett  or  ratifie  any  tack   under   the   paine   of 
depofition,  till  order  be  taken  be  the  faid  Coramidioners  thereanent. 

2.  That  the  chief  burrow  touns  be  planted  with  fufficient,  wife,  learned, 
and  peaceable  men  ;  efpecially  fuch  places  as  are  now  vacant,  as  Aberdeen, 
Perth,  Edinburgh  and  Bamfe,  &c. 

3.  That  the  moft  learned,  difcreet  Minifters  be  appointed  and  tranfport- 
ed  to  places  where  Noblemen  has  their  reiidence,  Ipecialy  fufpedl  of  Pa- 
piftry  ;  and  if  the  means  of  the  provilion  be  Imall  where  they  are  tranfport- 
ed,  to  take  the  rents  and  llipend  which  they  had  before  with  them,  till  bet- 
ter order  be  taken :  and  to  this  effefil  the  Aflembly  ordaines,  that  ilk 
Bifliop  within  his  Diocy,  with  advice  of  the  Synod,  Iliall  tranfport  Mini- 
fters as  they  fliall  think  expedient. 

4.  That  fpecial  canon  be  made,  that  all  Archbifliops  and  Bifliops  in  their 
vilitation,  either  be  themfelves,  or  if  they  may  not  overtake  the  famen,  the 
Minifters  of  the  parifli  make  all  young  children  of  lix  years  old  be  prefented 
to  them,  to  give  confeflion  of  their  Faith,  that  they  may  appear  in  what 
religion  they  are  brought  up.  After  which  every  two  or  three  years  they 
fhall  be  examined,  till  they  come  to  14  years  of  age.  After  fufficient 
growth  of  knowledge  they  may  be  admitted  to  the  Communion  :  and  that 
punilliment  be  appointed  for  them  that  prefents  them  not,  or  are  negligent 
in  their  inflru6lion. 

5.  That  a  true  and  fimple  Confeflion  of  Faith  be  fet  doun,  to  the  which 
all  fliall  fweare  before  they  be  admitted  to  any  office  in  Kirk  or  Common- 
weale  ;  and  all  ftudents  in  Colledges. 

6.  That  a  fliort  and  compendious  Catechifm  be  made,  which  every  kirk 
and  familie  fliall  have  for  the  inftru6lion  of  their  children  and  fervants, 
whereof  they  fliall  give  account  before  the  Communion,  and  every  one  be 
examined  conforme  thereto. 

7.  That  all  children  and  fchools  fliall  have  and  learn  be  heart  the  Cate- 
chifm, intituled  God  and  the  King  ;  which  already,  be  A61  of  Confell,  is 
ordained  to  be  read  and  taught  in  all  fchooles. 

8.  That  a  Liturgie  be  made,  and  form  of  divine  fervice,  which  fliall  be 
read  in  every  church,  in  common  prayer,  and  before  preaching  every  Sab- 
bath, be  the  Reader  where  there  is  one  ;  and  where  there  is  none  be  the 
Minifler  befor  he  conceive  his  oun  prayer,  that  the  common  people  may 
learn  it,  and  by  cuilom  ferve  God  rightly. 
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9.  That  the  Communion  be  celebrat  four  times  ilk  year  in  the  burrow 
touns,  and  twice  in  iandwart ;  and  one  of  the  times  to  be  at  Eafter  yearly. 
And  if  any  communicat  not  once  in  the  year,  the  adl  of  Parliament  is  to 
flrike  upon  them  with  all  feverity. 

10.  That  there  be  an  uniformity  of  difcipline  ;  and  to  that  effedl  tlie 
Canons  of  the  former  Couniils  and  Affemblies  to  be  extrafiled  ;  and  where 
the  lame  are  defedlive,  to  be  fupplied  be  former  Canons  and  Ecclefiaflical 
meetings.  For  letting  doun  whereof,  the  Commiffioners  following  are 
ordained  to  conveen  with  the  Bifliops,  in  Edinburgh,  the  firit  day  of  De- 
cember next  to  come,  viz.  the  Laird  of  Corfe,  Mr  John  Reid,  Mr  George 
Hay,  Dofilor  Philip,  Mr  David  Lindfay  in  Dundie,  Mr  William  Scott, 
Do6lor  Howit,  Mr  John  Mitchelfon,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  John 
Hall,  Mr  Edward  Hephburn,  Doaor  Abernethy,  Mr  Robert  Scott,  Mr 
William  Birnie,  Mr  William  Arefkine,  or  the  moft  part  of  them. 

11.  For  the  help  of  the  pofterity,  and  furtherance  of  religion,  that  a 
ipecial  care  be  taken  of  the  Divinity  CoUedge  in  Sanfil  Andrews  ;  and  to 
that  effe6l,  that  every  Diocie  Ihall  funiilh  two  Students,  or  fo  many  as  may 
make  the  number  to  extend  to  twenty  lix  ;  and  the  half  thereof  to  be  chil- 
dren of  poor  Minifters,  to  be  preferred  be  the  Billiop  of  the  Diocie  :  pro- 
vyding  always,  that  thefe  who  are  furnilhed  within  the  Province  of  Glaf- 
gow,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Diocies  of  Glafgow,  Galloway,  Argile,  and  the 
Ifles,  fliall  be  brought  up  in  the  College  of  Glafgow ;  and  not  be  aflri6led 
to  San6t  Andrews,  but  when  they  pafs  Dodlours  only. 

12.  That  none  teach  in  pulpit  publi6lly  before  the  people,  but  thefe  that 
have  received  impolition  of  hands ;  and  whofoever  does  otherways  be  in- 
capable of  the  Miniftry. 

18.  That  every  Minifler  fliall  minifter  the  Sacrament  of  Baptifm  quhen- 
i'oever  it  fliall  be  required,  under  the  pain  of  depofition  ;  the  godfather 
promifing  to  inftrufil  the  infant  in  the  faith. 

14.  That  every  Miniiler  have  a  Regiller  of  baptilms,  mariages,  and  de- 
funfils,  within  the  parifli,  to  be  prelented  to  ilk  Synod  :  For  doing 
whereof,  it  is  fl;atute,  the  Minifters,  their  wives,  and  executors  fliall  have 
the  quotts  and  confirmation  of  their  teftaments  free.  C] 

Quhilk  being  red  in  audience  of  the  haill  AlTemblie,  they  give  moft 
humble  thanks  to  his  Majefl,ie  for  the  great  care  and  folicitude  his  Majeftie 
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alwayes  tooke  for  the  advancement  of  the  glorie  of  God,  and  profeffioun  of 
the  true  religioun  within  this  realme,  and  holding  downe  and  fuppreOing 
of  Papiflrie  and  fuperftitioun  within  the  fame  :  And  as  to  the  faids  inftruc- 
tiouns,  the  brethren  was  ordainit  to  advyfe  therwith  quhill  the  morne. 


Decinao  feptirao  Augufti,  ante  meridiem. 

Anent  the  faids  inItru6liouns  direiilit  from  the  Kings  Majeftie  to  this 
AlFemblie,  the  faid  AU'emblie  being  rypelie  advylit  therwith,  hes  ftatute 
and  ordainit,  as  foUoweth. 

In  the  firll,  Concerning  the  caufes  of  the  defeiSlioun  and  falling  away  of 
many  from  the  true  religioun  in  this  kingdome,  and  the  remedies  therof, 
the  Affemblie  hes  fett  them  downe  in  the  articles  made  befor  in  this  pre- 
fent  Conventioun  :  And  therfor  mod  humblie  defyres  his  Majeftie  to  con- 
firm and  allow  them,  and  make  them  receive  executioun. 

Item,  Becaufe  the  laik  of  competent  maintainance  to  Minifters  is  the 
cheefe  caufe  of  the  evill,  quhilk  lay  vpon  this  Kirk,  qnhilk  for  the  moll 
part  proceids  from  dilapidation  of  benefices  :  to  the  eff"e6l  therfor,  that  the 
progrelTe  of  that  raifcheife  may  be  ftayit,  and  fome  meanes  devylit  to  recover 
that  quhilk  by  iniquitie  of  tyme  hes  bein  lofit,  the  Affemblie  remitts  the 
tryall,  cognitioun,  and  whole  difpofitioun  of  this  matter  to  the  Commif- 
fioners  appointit  from  this  Affemblie,  for  the  caufes  underwrytin  :  And 
in  the  meantyme  inhibites  and  difcharges  all  Minifters  quho  are  beneficit 
perfons,  and  vthers  quho  are  members  of  any  Chapter,  to  fett  in  tack  or 
affedatloun  any  part  of  thair  benefices,  either  in  long  or  fliort  tackis,  to 
quhatfumevir  perfon  or  perfons  ;  or  as  members  of  Chapter  to  give  thair 
confents  to  any  tack  or  affedatioun  i'ett  be  vthers,  quhill  the  laids  Com- 
niilFioners  have  conveinit  and  takin  ordour  anent  delapidatioun  of  benefices, 
and  forme  and  maner  of  fetting  of  tacks,  vnder  the  paine  of  excommunica- 
tioun  of  the  perfons  fetters  of  the  faids  tacks  and  confenters  therto  ;  and 
deprivatioun  of  them  from  thair  benefices. 

Item,  Becaufe  the  provifioun  of  learnit,  wife  and  peaceable  men  to  be 
Minifters  at  cheifeBurrowftounes  in  vacant  places,  fick  asEdinburgh,  Perth, 
Aberdein,  Bamfi"e,  and  vther  places  vacant,  is  ane  moft  effe6luall  meane  to 
roote  out  Poperie,  and  perpetuat  the  profelfioun  of  the  true  religioun  :    It 
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is  tlierfor  ordainit,  that  the  Burrowtounes  be  provydit  with  the  raoftlearnit, 
wife  and  peaceable  men  that  maybe  had.  And  becaufe  the  CommiflTioners 
for  the  Towne  of  Edinburgh  hes  no  commillioun  from  the  faid  towne, 
anent  the  provilioun  of  Minifters  to  the  vacant  places  in  the  laid  Kirk : 
Therfor  the  care  thereof  is  remittit  to  the  I'aids  CoramifTioners,  to  quhom 
it  falbe  injoynit  in  thair  commiffioiin,  that  they  lie  the  fame  performit. 
And  as  to  Perth,  the  Affemblie  ordaines  my  Lord  Bifliop  of  Galloway  to 
deale  with  the  Conmiiflioners  of  the  Towne  of  Perth,  for  provifioun  of  that 
vacant  place.  And  ficklyke  ordaines  the  Proved  of  Aberdein  to  advyfe 
with  the  Counfell,  anent  the  planting  of  the  faid  Kirk  ;  to  the  efFe6l  fuf- 
ficient  and  qualified  men  may  be  nominat  and  provided  to  the  faid  places, 
befor  the  diffolving  of  this  Affemblie. 

Item,  Becaufe  a  fpecial  care  fliould  be  had  of  Noblemen  thair  relidence, 
cheiflie  of  fuch  as  were  thoght  to  inclyne  towards  Poperie  :  Therfor  the 
Affemblie  flatutes  and  ordaines,  that  the  Lords  Archbifchops  and  Bifchops, 
with  the  advyce  of  thair  Synods,  take  care  that  moft  learnit  and  difcreit 
perfons  of  the  Miniftrie  be  appointit  to  attend  the  I'aids  places,  and  be  tranf- 
portit  therto,  fick  as  to  the  Kirks  of  Dumbenen,  Bellie,  Northberwick, 
Cockburnefpath,  Peillay,  and  fuch  vther  places  quher  Noblemen  makes 
refldence,  cheifly  thofe  quho  are  thought  to  inclyne  towards  Poperie  ;  and 
that  they  have  a  care  of  thair  manteinance  and  fufficient  provilioun  :  And 
if  the  fame  be  fmall,  that  thef'e  that  are  appointit  to  attend  at  the  faids  Kirks, 
Carrie  thair  livings  and  rents  with  them,  quhill  farder  order  be  takin. 

Item,  Forfameikle  as  one  of  the  moll  fpeciall  meanes  for  flaying  of  the 
increaie  of  Poperie,  and  I'ettling  of  the  true  religioun  in  the  hearts  of  the 
peiple,  is,  that  a  fpeciall  care  may  be  takin  in  the  tryall  of  goung  children, 
thair  educatioun,  and  how  they  are  catechiiit ;  quhilk,  in  the  tyme  of  the 
primitive  Church,  was  moft  carefullie  attendit,  as  one  of  the  moil  effedluall 
meanes,  to  caufe  goung  childrein  in  thair  verie  tender  geirs  drink  in  the 
true  knowledge  of  God  and  his  religioun  ;  hot  is  now  altogether  neglefilit, 
in  rerpe6l  of  the  great  abufe  and  errours  quhilk  creip  in  in  the  Popilh 
Church,  vpon  the  faid  good  ground,  be  bigging  thervpon  ane  Sacrament  of 
Confirmatioun  :  Therfore  to  the  intent  that  all  errours  and  fuperflitioun 
quhilk  hes  bein  biggit  vpon  the  laid  ground,  may  be  refcindit  and  takin 
away,  and  that  the  matter  itfelfe  being  moft  neceffar  for  educatioun  of 
south,  may  be  reduceit  to  its  awin  integritie.  It  is  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that 
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the  Arclibifchops  and  Bifchops,  in  the  vlfitatioun  of  the  Kirks,  either  be 
theuil'elves,  or  quher  they  cannot  overtake  the  buIFines,  the  Miniller  of  the 
paroch,  make  all  goung  childrein  of  lix  geirs  of  age  be  prefentit  befor  them, 
and  to  give  the  Confellioim  of  Faith,  that  fo  it  may  appeare  in  quhat  reli- 
gioun  they  have  bein  brocht  vp  ;  and  that  they  be  commendit  to  God  by 
folenine  prayer  at  the  tyme,  for  the  increafe  of  thair  knowledge,  and  con- 
tinuance of  his  grace  with  them.  After  that  tryall,  that  the  Minifter  of 
the  paroch,  every  two  or  thrie  geir,  ance  at  the  leaft,  reexamine  them,  that 
after  fufficient  growth  in  knowledge  they  may  be  admittit  to  the  holie 
Communioun.  And  it  is  defyrit,  that  ane  fupplicatioun  be  diredlit  to  the 
Kings  Majetlie,  humblie  craveing  that  it  wald  pleafe  his  Hienes  to  injoyne 
ane  punifchment  vpon  fuch  parties,  as  either  doe  not  prefent  thair  childrein, 
or  falbe  found  negligent  in  thair  right  inilru6lioun  ;  and  that  they  be  callit 
and  conveint  therfor  befor  the  High  CommiHioun. 

Item,  It  is  ftatute,  that  the  fimple  ConfelEoun  of  Faith  vnderwrytin  be 
vniverfallie  receivit  throughout  this  whole  kingdome,  to  the  quhilk  all 
heirafter  falbe  bound  to  fweare  and  fett  thair  hands ;  and  in  Ipeciall  all 
perfons  that  beare  office  in  the  Church,  at  thair  acceptatioun  of  any  of  the 
faids  offices  ;  and  lykewayes  Students  and  Schollers  in  Colledges  :  Of 
the  quhilk  Confellion  the  tenour  followes. 

Heir  to  infert  the  Confeffioun  of  Faith.* 

Item,  It  is  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  a  Catechifme  be  made,  eafie,  flaort, 
and  compendious,  for  inllrufiling  the  commoun  fort  in  the  articles  of  reli- 
gioun,  quhilk  all  families  falbe  fubiecft  to  have,  for  the  better  informatioun 
of  thair  childrein  and  fervants,  quho  falbe  holdin  to  give  accompt  therof 
in  thair  examinatiouns  befor  the  Communioun.  And  for  the  better  effec- 
tuating heirof,  the  Affemblie  hes  ordainit  Mr  Patrick  Galloway  and  Mr 
John  Hall,  Minifters  at  Edinburgh,  and  Mr  John  Adamfone,  Minifler  at 
Libbertoun,  to  forme  the  faid  Catechifme,  and  to  have  the  fume  in  readines, 
befor  the  firft  day  of  October  nixt  to  come,  to  the  efifedl  the  fame  may  be 
allowit,  and  printit  with  the  Kings  Majellies  licence  :  The  quhilk  Cate- 
chifme being  fo  printed,  it  is  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  no  vther  heirafter 
be  printed  within  this  realme,  nor  vfed  in  families  for  inftru6lioun  and 
examinatioun  of  thair  bairnes,  fervants,  nor  the  peiple  in  all  tyme  coming. 

Item,  It  is  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  ane  vniforme  ordour  of  Liturgie  or 

*  Printed  at  the  end  of  this  Assembly. 
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Divyne  Service  be  fett  down  to  be  red  in  all  kirks,  on  the  ordinarie  dayes 
of  prayer,  and  every  Sabbath  day  befor  the  fermoun,  to  the  end  the  com- 
moun  peiple  may  be  acquaintit  therwith,  and  by  cuftome  may  learn  to  ferve 
God  rightlie.  And  to  this  intent,  the  Affeniblie  hes  appointit  the  faids 
Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  Peter  Ewat,  Mr  John  Adamfone,  and  Mr  Wil- 
liam Erlkine,   Minifter  at to  revife  the  Booke   of  Commoun 

Prayers  containit  in  the  Pfalme  Booke,  and  to  fett  downe  ane  commoun 
forme  of  ordinarie  fervice,  to  be  vfed  in  all  tyme  heirafter;  quhilk  falbe  vied 
in  all  tyme  of  commoun  prayers  [in  all  kirks  quher  there  is  exercife  of 
commoun  prayers  ;]  as  lykewayes  be  the  Miniller  before  the  fermoun, 
quher  ther  is  no  Reidar. 

Item,  It  is  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  in  all  tyme  heirafter,  the  holie  Com- 
munioun  be  celebrate  in  all  kirks  within  this  realme,  at  the  tymes  following, 
viz.  in  Burrowftounes,  the  Communioun  falbe  celebrate  foure  tymes  in  the 
geir,  and  twyfe  in  the  geir  in  landwart  Kirks  ;  fwa  that  ane  of  the  tymes, 
as  Weill  to  Burgh  as  to  Landwart,  falbe  at  the  terme  of  Eafter  geirlie  :  and 
if  any  perfon  fall  not  communicat  geirlie  ance  in  the  geir,  at  one  of  the 
forlaid  tymes,  that  it  be  humblie  requyrit  of  his  Majellie,  that  the  penaltie 
of  the  a6l  of  Parliament  may  be  exaftit  of  fuch  perfons  with  all  rigour. 

Item,  It  is  thoght  moft  neceffar  and  expedient,  that  ther  be  ane  vniforme 
ordour  of  Church  Difcipline  throughout  all  the  Kirks  of  this  kingdome  ; 
and  to  that  efFe6l  it  is  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  a  Booke  of  Canons  be 
made,  publifed  in  wryte,  drawin  foorth  of  the  bookis  of  former  Affemblies  ; 
and  quher  the  fame  is  defeftive,  that  it  be  fupplied  be  the  Canons  of  Coun- 
I'ells  and  Eccleiiafticall  Conventiouns,  in  former  tyme  :  The  care  quherof 
the  Affemblie  be  thir  prefents  committs  to  the  Right  Reverend  James  Arch- 
bifchop  of  Glafgow,  and  Mr  William  Struthers,  Minifter  at  Edinburgh, 
quho  fall  put  in  forme  the  faid  Ecelefiafticall  Canons,  and  prefent  them 
in  wryte  to  the  Commiflioners  appointit  be  this  Aftemblie,  to  quhom  power 
is  givin  to  try,  examine  [and  allow  the  lame  ;]  and  after  thai r  allowance 
and  approbatioun  thereof,  to  fupplicat  to  his  Majeftie,  that  the  lame  may 
be  ratified  and  approved  by  his  Royal  authoritie,  with  priviledge  to  put 
the  fame  in  print. 

Item,  It  is  ftatute  and  ordainit,  that  for  the  help  of  pofteritie,  and  to 
continue  the  light  of  the  Gofpell  with  ages  to  come,  the  Divinitie  Colledge 
foundit  at  Sandl  Androes,  quhilk  fould  be  the  leminarie  of  the  Kirk  within 
this  realme,  be  maintainit  and  vpholdin,  and  ane  fpeciall  care  takin  therof. 
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And  becaufe  the  rent  therof  is  meane  for  the  prefent,  it  is  ordainit,  that  for 
the  provilioun  of  fome  Undents  in  Divinitie,  every  Dyocie  fall  intertaine 
tw^o  ;  or  according  to  the  quantitie  of  the  Dyocie  fo  many,  as  the  number 
may  arife  to  tvventie  lixe  in  haill,  refpedl  being  had  to  the  meannes  of  fome 
Dyocies,  and  greatnefs  and  power  of  vthers  ;  fo  that  the  leall  Dyocies  in 
thair  contributioun  falbe  helped  and  eafit  be  the  greater :  In  the  quhilk 
number  it  is  ordainit,  that  the  halfe  at  leifl.  be  the  fonnes  of  pure  Minifters, 
and  be  prel'entit  be  the  BiQiops  of  the  Dyocies  to  the  place. 

Item,  The  AfTemblie  ratifies  and  approves  the  former  A61  made  in  the 
Affemblie  haldiu  at  Halierudehous,  the  tent  day  of  November  1602,  anent 
the  facrament  of  baptifme,  that  the  fame  be  not  refufeit,  if  the  parent  crave 
the  fame,  he  giving  a  Chritlian  confeffioun  of  his  faith,  vpon  any  vther  par- 
ticular pretence  of  delay  to  tyme  of  preaching  ;  with  this  extenfion  and 
additioun,  that  baptifme  lall  no  wayes  be  denyed  to  any  infant,  quhen  either 
the  parents  of  the  infant,  or  any  faitJifuU  Chriftian  in  place  of  the  parents, 
fall  requyre  the  fame  to  the  infant ;  and  that  the  lame  be  granted  any  time 
of  day,  but  any  refpefb  or  delay  till  the  houre  of  preaching. 

Item,  It  is  ordainit,  that  every  Minifter  have  a  perfyte  and  formal!  Re- 
gifter,  quherin  he  fall  have  regillrat  the  particular  of  the  baptifme  of  every 
infant  within  his  paroch,  and  quho  wer  witneDTes  therto  ;  the  tyme  of  the 
mariages  of  all  perfons  within  the  fame  ;  and  the  fpecial  tyme  of  the  buriall 
of  every  ane  deceifand  within  thair  parochin  ;  and  that  they  have  the  fame 
to  be  in  readines  to  be  prefentit  be  every  ane,  at  thair  nixt  Synod  All'em- 
blie,  vnder  the  paine  of  fufpenlioun  of  the  Minifter  not  fulfilling  the  fame, 
from  his  Miniftrie.  And  it  is  defyrit,  that  the  faids  Commiftioners,  in  thair 
fupplicatiouns  direfil  to  his  Majeftie,  wold  crave  humblie  that  his  Majeftie 
wald  ordaine  the  extradl  foorth  of  the  laids  Regifters  to  make  faith  in  all 
tyme  comeing :  and  quho  fo  obferves  this  A&,,  the  Archbifchops  and  Bill 
chops  fall  let  them  have  thair  quots  of  thair  tettaments  gratis. 


Adla  Seilione  ultima. 

The  quhilk  day,  in  prefence  of  the  whole  Affemblie,  compeirit  ane  noble 
and  potent  Lord,  George  Marqueis  of  Huntlie,  and  declarit,  that  be  had 
dire6lit  of  befor  John  Gordoun  of  Buckie  to  prefent  his  fupplicatioun  to 
this  prefent  Affemblie,  quherof  the  tenour  is  infert  before  j  lykeas  of  new 

7d 
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he  reiterat  the  faid  fupplicatioun,  declaring  the  forrow  and  greife  he  had 
conceivit,  in  that  he  had  lyin  fo  long  vnder  the  fearefuU  fentence  of  ex- 
communicatioun  ;  and,  therfor,  moft  hurablie  defyrit  to  be  abfolvit  from 
the  fame  ;  lykeas  he  faithfuUie  proraiied,  in  face  of  the  haill  AflTemblie,  to 
perform  and  fulfill  the  heids  and  conditiouns  vnder  fpecifeit,  viz.  : 

Firft,  The  faid  noble  Lord  faithfuUie  promifed  befor  God,  his  hand 
holdin  vp,  to  profeffe  and  abyde  be  the  true  religioun  prefentlie  profeflit 
within  this  realme,  and  allowit  be  the  laws  and  afils  of  Parliament  of  the 
fame. 

2.  He  faithfuUie  promifed  to  communicat  at  the  firft  occafioun  he  (hould 
be  requyrit,  and  fo  to  continue,  conforme  to  the  ordour  of  the  Kirk. 

3.  He  Ibuld  caul'e  his  childrein,  fervants,  and  haill  domefticks  be  obe- 
dient to  the  Kirk  and  difcipline  therof ;  and  fould  caufe  them  haunt  the 
kirk  at  ordinar  tyraes  of  preaching. 

4.  He  faU  not  receive  Papifts,  Jefuites,  nor  Serainarie  Preifts  in  his 
houfe,  nor  nana  of  his  lands  ;  but  put  them  out  of  his  bounds  with  all  dili- 
gence. 

5.  He  allows  the  Confeliioun  of  the  Faith  prefentlie  fett  downe  be  the 
faid  Affemblie ;  and  in  tokin  of  his  conftant  confeDioun  and  profeflioun 
therof,  he  hes  fubfcryvit  the  fame  in  prefence  of  the  haill  Affemblie, 

Quhilk  haill  promifes  above  fpecifiet,  the  faid  noble  Lord  protefls  and 
declares  that  he  hes  made  and  fubfcryvit  truelie  and  with  ane  honeft  heart, 
but  any  equivocatioun,  mentall  refervatioun,  or  fubterfuge  quhatfumevir, 
devyfit  be  the  Romifch  Kirk  and  thair  fuppofts. 

Attour,  The  laid  noble  Lord  faithfuUie  promifes  to  plant  his  whole 
kirks,  quherof  his  LordQiip  hes  the  teinds  in  tack,  poifeflioun,  or  vther- 
wayes,  at  the  fight  and  conclufioun  of  my  Lord  Archbifchop  of  San6l  An- 
droes,  the  Bifliop  of  Murray,  and  the  Laird  of  Corfe,  vnto  whofe  modifi- 
catioun  the  faid  noble  Lord  fubmitts  himfelfe,  be  the  tenour  of  thir  pre- 
fents,  giveand  them  power  to  modifie  compleit  flipends  to  the  faids  kirks  ; 
and  as  they  falbe  modified  be  them,  he  oblifches  him  to  make  payment  of 
the  fame  to  the  Minifters  provydit  or  to  be  provydit  to  the  faid  kirks. 

And  in  refpefil  of  the  premiffes,  the  AITemblie  ordainit  the  faid  noble 
Lord  to  be  abfolvit  from  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  led  and  de- 
duceit  aganis  him  befor  : 

Conforme  quherto,  the  Right  Reverend  Father  John  Archbifchop  of 
San6l  Androes,  Moderatour,  in  face  of  the   haill  Affemblie,   abfolvit  the 
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faid  noble  Lord,  George  Marqueis  of  Huntlie,  from  the  faid  fentence  of 
excommunicatioun,  led  and  deducit  againft  him,  and  receivit  him  againe 
into  the  bofome  of  the  Kirk. 

The  quhilk  day,  the  Generall  AJTemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  pre- 
lentlie  conveinit,  having  entrit  in  coniideratioun  of  the  caufes  of  the  de- 
fedlioun  and  falling  away  of  many  from  the  true  religioun,  and  having 
found  the  lack  of  the  competent  manteinance  to  Minifters  not  to  be  the 
leaft  caufe  of  the  evills,  quhilk  lyes  vpon  the  Kirk  prefentlie  ;  the  ground 
and  fundament  quherof,  for  the  moft  part,  hes  proceidit  from  the  dilapida- 
tioun  of  benefices,  with  the  quhilk  if  fome  folid  ordour  be  not  takin  in 
tyme,  the  fame  is  apparent  to  bring  foorth  greater  evill  and  defolatioun  in 
this  Kirk  :  And  feeing  that  the  Kings  Majeftie  hes  requirit,  that  ordour 
may  be  takin  with  the  faids  delapidatiouns,  Therfor,  in  refpedl  the  fame 
cannot  be  fuddenly  done,  but  will  requyre  ane  lang  tyme  and  mature  de- 
liberatioun,  the  Affemblie  hes  givin,  grantit  and  committit,  lykeas  they,  be 
the  tenour  heirof,  gives,  grants,  and  committs  thair  full  power  and  com- 
niiffioun  to  the  brethren  vnderwrytin  ;  they  are  to  fay,  the  Reverend  Fa- 
thers in  God,  John'Archbifchop  of  Sandl  Androes,  James  Archilchop  of 
Glafgow,  Alexander  Bifchop  of  Dunkeld, Alex- 
ander Bilbhop  of  Murray,  Patrick  Bifchop  of  Rofs,  William  Bifchop  of  Gal- 
loway, Andro  Bilchop  of  Brechin,  Andro  Bifchop  of  Orknay,  Alexander 
Bifchop  of  Cathnefs,  Adame  Bifchop  of  Dumblaine,  Andro  Bifchop  of  Ar- 
gyle,  Andro  Bifchop  of  the  Ifles,  Patrick  Forbes  of  Corfe,  George  Douglas, 
Minifter  at  Cullen,  Mr  John  Reid,  Minifler  at  Logie  Buchan,  Mr  George 
Hay,  Minifter  at  TurrefF,  Do6lour  Hendrie  Philip,  Minifter  at  Arbroth, 
MrDavidLindfay,  Minifter  at  Dundie,  Mr  William  Scott,  Minifter  atCouper, 
Dodlour  Robert  Howie,  Re6lor  of  San6l  Androes,  Mr  John  Mitchelfone, 
Minifter  at  Bruntiland,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  John  Hall,  Mr  William 
Struthers,  Minifters  at  Edinburgh,  Mr  Robert  Scott,  Minifter  at  Glafgow, 
Mr  Edwart  Hepburne,  Minifter  at  Haughe,  Do6lour  John  Abernethie,  Mi- 
nifter at  Jedburt,  Mr  William  Birnie,  Minifter  at  Air,  Mr  William  Erfliine, 
Minifter  at  ....  Giveand,  grantand,  and  committandto  them,  or  the 
moft  part  of  them,  thair  full  power  and  commiffioun  to  conveine  at  Edinburgh, 
the  firft  day  of  December  nixt  to  come,  in  this  inftant  geir  of  God  I6I6,  and 
ther  to  take  ordour  with  the  dilapidatioun  of  benefices,  and  to  fett  downe  folid 
grounds  how  the  progrelFe  of  that  mifcheife  might  be  ftayed,  and  to  devyfe 
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vpon  fome  meanes  to  recover  and  retlore  the  ellate  of  thefe  benefices, 
quhilk  be  iniquitie  of  tyme  hes  bein  lofit ;  and  if  neid  beis,  to  call  and  per- 
few  befor  them  thefe  quho  hes  made  the  faids  dilapidatiouns,  and  punifch 
them  therfor  ;  and  as  they  fall  conclude,  the  fame  to  be  ina6lit,  and  have 
the  force  of  this  prefent  Aflemblie  :  With  power  lykewajes  to  the  laids 
Commiifioners,  or  the  moll  part  of  them,  as  faid  is,  to  take  ordour  anent 
the  planting-  of  fufficient  and  qualified  Perlbns  in  burrowtounes  prefentlie 
vacand,  and  are  not  plantit  at  this  prefent  ACTemblie :  With  power  lyke- 
wayes  to  receive  from  the  right  Reverend  Father,  James  Archbifchop  of 
Glalgow,  and  Mr  William  Struthers,  Minifter  at  Edinburgh,  the  Canons 
of  Church  Difcipline  committit  to  thair  charge,  and  to  revife  the  faraein, 
allow  and  diOallow  therof ;  and  to  direfil  a  fupplicatioun  to  his  Majeftie, 
defyreing  that  it  wold  pleafe  his  Hienes  to  ratifie  and  approve  the  famein, 
and  to  warrant  the  printing  therof  be  his  authoritie  Royall. 

[Thefe  words  following  were  added  by  the  Archbilhop  : 
Item,  Power  to  receive  the  books  of  Liturgie  or  Divine  Service,  allow 
and  difallow  thereof,  as  they  Ihall  think  expedient ;  and  the  lame  being 
allowed,  to  caufe  publifli  the  famine  in  print  for  the  fervice,  within  the 
Kirks  of  all  the  kingdom  :  As  alfo  to  revife  the  Confeilion  of  Faith  pre- 
lented  to  this  AQemblie,  and  after  mature  deliberation  to  take  order,  that 
the  fame  may  be  publiflied  :  And  in  all  thefe  things  to  do  as  they  will  be 
anfwerable  to  God,  and  the  Kings  Majefty,  and  the  Church.  C] 


The  new  Confeilion  of  Faith. 

We  believe  with  our  hearts  and  confefs  with  our  mouths  thefe  Articles 
of  Religion  following. 

That  God  is  a  Spirit  immutable,  eternal,  infinit  in  power,  in  wifdom,  in 
goodnels  and  glory  ;  from  whom,  be  whom,  to  whom  are  all  things,  in 
whom  we  live,  in  whom  we  have  our  being ;  who  is  one  only  God,  and 
three  Perfons,  which  are  coeffential,  coeternal,  and  coequal.  The  firfl 
is  the  Father,  who  is  of  none.  The  fecond  is  the  Son,  who  from  all  eter- 
nity is  begotten  of  the  Father.  The  third  is  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  from 
all  eternity  proceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son.  This  glorious  God 
from  all  eternity,  out  of  his  wifdom  and  infinit  knowledge,  decreed  all 
things  that  were  after  to  be  done.     This  God,  before  the  foundation  of  the 
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world  was  laid,  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  for  the  praife  of 
the  glory  of  his  grace,  did  predeftinat  and  ele6l  in  Chrift  fome  men  and 
angels  unto  eternal  felicity  ;  and  others  he  did  appoint  for  eternal  condem- 
nation, according  to  the  counfel  of  his  mod  free,  mod  juft  and  holy  will, 
and  that  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  his  juftice. 

In  the  beginning  of  time,  when  God  created  of  nothing  all  things  in 
heaven  and  in  earth,  vilible  and  invilible,  he  made  them  very  good  ;  and 
above  all  things  he  made  man  and  angels  conform  to  his  own  image,  in 
righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs :  bnt  fome  of  the  angels  of  their  own  free 
motive  finned  againll  God,  left  their  original,  forfook  their  habitation,  and 
abode  not  in  the  truth,  and  thereby  became  damned  devils. 

Then  Satan  abufed  the  craftie  ferpent  for  his  inflrument,  feducing  our 
mother  Eva  ;  fhe  tempted  her  hufband  Adam  :  So  both  difobeyed  the 
commandment  of  God,  and  thereby  made  themfelves  and  their  whole  pof- 
teritie  the  bondmen  of  Satan,  Oaves  of  fin,  and  heirs  of  eternal  damnation. 
By  this  fall  of  Adam  all  his  pollerity  are  fo  corrupted,  from  their  con- 
ception and  nativity,  that  not  one  of  them  can  do,  or  will  any  thing  truelv 
acceptable  to  God,  till  they  be  renewed  by  the  will  and  Spirit  of  God,  and 
by  faith  ingrafted  in  Jefiis  Chrift. 

This  our  original  and  native  corruption  by  regeneration  in  part  is  weak- 
ened and  mortified  ;  yet  it  is  finne  indeed  i-emaining  in  us,  alwayes  lulling 
againll  the  Spirit,  and  tempting  us  to  fin  adlually,  as  long  as  we  live. 

Albeit  all  mankind  be  fallen  in  Adam  ;  yet  only  thefe  who  are  eledled 
before  all  time,  are  in  time  redeemed,  reftored,  raifed,  and  quickned  again, 
not  of  themfelves,  or  of  their  works,  left  any  man  fliould  glory  :  but  only 
of  the  mercy  of  God  through  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  who  of  God  is  made 
unto  us  wilUom  and  righteoufnefs,  fiin6lification  and  redemption  ;  that 
according  as  it  is  written.  He  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord. 

This  then  is  life  eternal  to  know  the  true  God,  and  whom  he  hath  fent 
Jefus  Chrift :  whereas  vengeance  Ihall  be  taken  on  all  them  that  know  not 
God,  and  do  not  iiibjedl  themfelves  to  the  Gofpel  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
by  the  obedience  of  faith. 

We  believe,  that  the  rule  of  this  knowledge,  faith,  and  obedience,  yea 
and  of  the  whole  worfliip  of  God,  and  of  all  chriftian  converfation,  is  not 
the  wit  nor  will  of  man,  nor  unwritten  traditions  whatfoever  ;  but  the 
wifdom  and  the  will  of  God,  which  is  fufficiently  revealed  in  the  Canonical 
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Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  Nevr  Teflament,  which  are  GeneGs,  Exodus,  &c. 
exclulis  Apocryphis. 

We  believe,  that  the  authority  of  the  holy  Scriptures  is  divine  ;  for  they 
are  all  of  divine  infpiration,  and  have  God  for  their  author  ;  their  autho- 
rity depends  upon  God,  and  not  upon  man  ;  they  have  power  over  all  flefli, 
and  no  creature  has  power  over  them.  We  are  abfolutely  bound  to  believe 
them  for  their  own  teftimony,  which  is  the  teftimony  of  God  himfelf  fpeak- 
ing  in  them  ;  and  our  faith  dependeth  not  upon  any  external  teftimony  of 
the  Kirk  witneffing  of  them.  All  things  neceffary  to  falvation  are  con- 
tained therein  ;  all  the  do6lrines  of  the  Kirk  muft  be  warranted  be  them  ; 
all  controverfies  of  the  Kirk  muft  be  decided  be  them,  as  the  lively  and 
plain  voice  of  God,  who  is  I'upreme  Judge  in  matters  of  faith  and  worfliip. 

We  believe,  that  all  points  of  faith  and  worfliip  are  fo  fet  doun  in  the 
Word  of  God,  that  what  is  obfcurely  proponed  in  one  place,  is  moft  clearly 
exponed  in  other  places  ;  neither  receive  we  any  interpretation  of  any 
Scriptures  in  thefe  matters,  which  is  not  warranted  be  other  Scriptures. 

Thefe  holy  writts  are  delivered  be  God  to  his  Kirk,  to  make  us  wife 
unto  falvation  by  faith  in  Jefus  Chrifl,  whofe  perfon,  office  and  benefits 
they  moft  clearly  and  fully  fett  furth  unto  us. 

The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  declared  in  Scripture  to  be  the  eternal  Son  of 
God,  begotten  from  all  eternity  of  the  Father,  by  whom  he  created  the 
world,  by  whom  alfo  he  does  fuftain  and  govern  all  things  that  he  has 
made  :  And  this  Eternal  Son  of  God,  when  the  fulnefs  of  time  came,  was 
made  man  of  the  woman,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  of  the  feed  of  David 
and  Abraham,  even  of  the  bleffed  virgin  Mary,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  coming 
upon  her,  and  the  power  of  the  moft  High  overfliadowing  her,  by  whofe 
marvellous  and  divine  operation,  the  Son  of  God  was  made  man  of  a  hu- 
man body  and  foul,  and  in  all  things  like  unto  us,  fin  only  excepted  ;  and 
yet  fo  he  was  made  man,  that  he  ceafed  not  to  be  God  ;  and  fo  is  God  that 
he  is  alfo  man,  having  both  the  natures,  divine  and  humane,  united  together 
in  a  perfonal  union ;  fo  that  in  ane  admirable  Perfon  the  two  natures  are 
diftin6l,  and  not  confounded  in  refpedl  of  their  elFence,  their  elTential  pro- 
perties, and  proper  operations. 

And  becaufe  of  the  union  of  the  nature  of  man  in  one  perfon  with  the 
Son  of  God,  Chrift,  God  and  Man,  is  to  be  adored  and  worfhipped  of  us : 
for  to  Chrift,  God  and  Man,   all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  is  given,   and 
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he  hath  gotten  a  name  above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every 
knee  fliould  how. 

The  purity  of  the  human  nature  of  Chrill  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  fuper- 
natural  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  ieparated  the  feed  of  the  woman 
from  the  natural  corruption,  and  not  to  the  purity  of  the  virgin  Mary  his 
Mother  :  for  flie  doubtlefs  was  conceived  and  born  in  fin,  and  had  need  of 
her  Son  to  be  her  Saviour,  as  well  as  other  women. 

The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  God  and  Man,  is  the  Saviour  of  his  Kirk, 
which  is  his  body  ;  and  the  fulnefs  of  him  filleth  all  things  ;  neither  is  there 
falvation  in  any  other  thing. 

This  blelFed  Lord  has  fulfilled  the  whole  law  for  us,  to  our  behove,  and 
in  our  place,  both  doing  all  that  the  Law  requireth  of  us,  and  fuffering  the 
punifliment  due  to  our  difibbedience,  even  the  curfe  of  the  Law,  and  death 
of  the  crofs,  whereby  the  fuUfilling  of  the  Law,  our  redemption  was  fealed 
and  confummated. 

We  believe,  that  as  he  died  for  our  fin,  and  rofe  for  our  righteoufnefs, 
fo  he  afcended  to  heaven,  to  prepare  a  place  for  us,  and  fitteth  at  the  right 
hand  of  God,  to  make  interceflion  for  us,  and  is  able  perfedlly  to  fave  them 
that  come  to  God  by  him  ;  who  albeit  in  his  manhood  he  be  fo  in  the  hea- 
ven, that  he  is  no  more  in  the  earth  ;  for  the  heavens  muft  contain  him, 
till  he  come  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  ;  yet  in  his  Godhead  he  is  fo 
prefent  every  where,  be  his  power  fullaining  all  things,  and  be  his  gracious 
Spirit  direfiling  and  governing  his  Kirk  militant  upon  earth. 

We  believe,  that  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrill  was  appointed  and  anointed  of 
the  Father  to  be  the  King,  and  High  Pried,  and  fupreme  Teacher  of  his 
Kirk. 

We  believe  concerning  his  Prophetical  Office,  that  he  is  the  only  mafl;er 
and  teacher  of  his  Kirk,  whom  God  be  his  own  voice  from  heaven  com- 
manded us  to  hear  ;  who  has  revealed  the  whole  will  of  the  Father  touch- 
ing our  falvation  ;  and  what  he  has  heard  of  the  Father,  he  hath  made 
known  to  us,  fpeaking  nothing  to  his  Kirk,  which  he  did  not  before  hear 
of  his  Father,  that  his  Kirk  might  learn  to  receive  nothing  in  faith  and 
worlhip,  which  Ihe  has  not  heard  of  him. 

As  concerning  his  Prieftly  Office,  we  believe,  that  he  is  our  only  media- 
tor both  of  redemption  and  interceflion  ;  and  that,  by  the  facrifice  of  him- 
felf  once  offered  on  the  crofs,  he  has  made  a  full  fatiffa6lion  for  all  our 
fins,  and  doth  continually  make  interceflion  for  us  to  God  :  And,  therefore, 
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we  abhorr  that  fuppofed  reiterating-  of  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  in  the  Maffe  ; 
and  we  renunce  all  kind  of  interceffion  of  Saints  and  Angels. 

As  concerning  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift,  befide  his  abfolute  impire, 
whereby  he  ruleth  all  things,  we  believe  him  to  be  our  eternal  King,  and 
only  Head  of  his  Kirk  Univerfal  :  Neither  lie  nor  his  Kirk  hath  any  need 
of  a  Lievtenant  Deput  in  his  place  ;  feeing  he  is  prefent  in  his  Kirk  alwayes 
be  his  Spirit,  powerfully  working  therein,  calling,  colledting,  quickning  and 
gracioufly  ruling  in  her,  be  the  Miniftry  of  the  Word  and  Sacraments,  to 
the  confummation  of  the  world. 

We  believe,  that  our  communion  with  Chrift  our  Head  is  fpiritual,  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  which  dwelleth  powerfully  both  in  the  body,  and  in  the 
Head,  making  the  members  conform  to  the  Head  ;  and  it  is  no  ways  cor- 
poral, or  by  any  fleflily  receiving  of  his  body. 

We  believe,  that,  be  vertue  of  this  communion,  Chrift  is  ours,  and  we 
are  Chrifts,  and  his  fufFering  is  our  fatiffaftion  ;  and  by  it  we  have  right, 
title  and  intereft  in  all  the  benefits,  which  he  did  promerit  and  purchafe 
to  us  by  his  fuffering. 

We  believe,  that  God  juftifies  finners  by  remitting  of  their  lins,  and  by 
imputing  to  them  the  righteoufnefs  and  obedience  of  Chrift,  whereby  he 
fulfilled  the  whole  Law  in  our  place,  both  in  doing  the  commandments 
thereof,  and  in  fuffering  the  curfe  thereof,  which  was  due  to  us  becaufe  of 
our  diffobedience. 

We  believe,  that  that  righteouliiers,  whereby  we  are  juftified  before  God, 
is  not  inherent  in  us,  but  in  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  that  it  is  freely  given  to  us 
of  Gods  free  grace,  through  our  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift. 

We  believe,  that  we  are  juftified  by  faith,  as  it  is  an  inftrument  appre- 
hending and  applying  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  to  us,  and  not  as  it  is  a 
quality  and  vertue  inherent  in  us  ;  fo  that  the  meritorious  caufe  of  our 
juftification  is  not  in  the  faith  which  apprehendeth,  but  in  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  Chrift  be  faith  apprehended. 

We  believe,  that  albeit  we  be  not  juftified  by  good  works  before  God, 
and  can  merit  nothing  at  Gods  hand  ;  yet  they  are  the  way  to  the  King- 
dom of  God,  and  are  of  neceflity  to  be  done  for  obedience  to  God,  for 
glorifying  of  his  name,  for  confirming  ourfelves  aneat  our  ele6lion,  and  for 
good  example  to  others  :  and  conftantly  we  affirm,  that  faith,  which  bring- 
eth  not  furth  good  works,  is  dead,  and  availeth  nothing  to  juftification  or 
falvation. 
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We  believe,  that  the  eledl  being  renewed,  are  fealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  proniife,  in  fuch  fort,  that  albeit  they  bear  about  in  their  flefli  the  rem- 
nants of  that  original  corruption,  and  albeit  they  offend  through  infirmity, 
and  through  the  intifements  thereof  fin  grievoufiy  to  the  great  offence  of 
God  :  yet  they  cannot  altogether  fall  from  grace,  but  are  railed  again 
through  the  mercy  of  God,  and  keeped  to  falvation. 

Concerning  the  certainty  of  our  falvation,  we  believe,  that  every  one  of 
us  in  particular  ought  to  be  fully  perfuaded  thereof,  giving  credit  both  to 
the  external  promife  of  the  Word,  and  internal  witnefs  of  the  Spirit.  And 
as  for  the  doubtings  thereof,  which  we  often  find  in  ourfelves,  we  doe  not 
allow  ;  but  contrariwife  damne  them,  as  the  fruits  of  the  flefii  fighting 
againft  our  faith. 

We  believe,  that  God  has  appointed  his  Word  and  Sacraments,  as  inftru- 
ments  of  the  Holy  Ghofl  to  work  and  confirm  faith  in  man. 

We  believe,  that  the  Word  of  God  ought  to  be  preached  and  the  Sacra- 
ments adminiflred,  and  all  divine  fervice,  as  praying  and  prailing,  in  all 
languages  known  and  underftood  by  the  people. 

We  believe,  that  the  Sacraments  are  certain  vifible  feals  of  Gods  eternal 
covenant,  ordained  be  God  to  reprefent  unto  us  Chrill  crucified,  and  to 
leal  up  our  fpiritual  communion  with  him. 

We  believe,  that  the  Sacraments  are  to  be  miniftred  only  be  them,  who 
are  lawfully  called  thereto  be  the  Kirk  of  God. 

We  believe,  that  the  Sacraments  have  power  to  confirm  faith,  and  con- 
ferr  grace,  not  of  themfelves,  or  ex  opere  operate,  or  force  of  the  external 
action  ;   but  only  by  tl.e  powerfuU  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

We  believe,  that  there  be  only  two  Sacraments,  appointed  by  Chrifl 
under  the  New  Teftament,  Baptifme,  and  the  Lords  Supper. 

We  believe,  that  Baptifm  is  neceffary  to  falvation,  if  it  can  be  orderly 
had  :  and  that,  therfor,  not  the  want  of  it,  but  the  contempt  of  it  doth 
damne. 

We  believe,  that  Baptifm  fealeth  up  unto  us  the  remiffion  of  all  our  fins, 
whereof  we  are  guilty,  either  before  or  after  our  baptifm. 

We  believe,  that  Baptifm  is  to  be  minifired  fimply  in  the  element  of 
water,  with  the  rite  of  dipping,  walking,  or  fprinkling,  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  according  to  Chrifts  inftitution,  without 
other  elements  or  facramenlal  rites  devifed  be  men. 

7   E 
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We  believe,  that  the  Lords  Supper  is  to  be  given  to  all  communicants, 
under  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine,  according  to  Chrills  inftitution. 

We  believe,  that  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine  in  the  Lords  Supper, 
are  not  tranfubflantiated,  or  changed  in  the  fubilance  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  Chriil ;  but  that  they  are  facraments  of  his  body  and  blood,  thus 
changing  their  ufe,  but  not  their  fubltauce. 

We  believe,  that  the  body  and  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  are  truely  prefent 
in  the  holy  Supper,  that  they  are  truely  exhibit  unto  us  ;  and  that  we  in 
very  truth  doe  participat  of  them,  albeit  only  fpiritually  and  by  faith,  not 
carnally  or  corporally. 

We  believe,  that  the  Lords  Supper  is  a  commemoration  of  the  facrifice 
of  Chrift,  which  once  offered  did  fully  expiat  our  iins.  With  his  one  facri- 
fice, once  offered,  we  are  all  fully  content,  neither  doe  we  leek  any  other 
expiatory  or  propitiatory  facrifice.  But  as  for  facrifices  of  praife  and 
thankfgivings,  the  facrifice  of  a  contrite  heart,  almes  and  charitable  deeds, 
thefe  we  ought  daily  to  offer,  as  acceptable  to  God  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

We  believe,  that  the  facrifice  and  merit  of  Chrift  is  not  applyed  to  us,  by 
the  work  of  a  facrificing  Maffe  Prieft  ;  but  by  that  faith,  which  is  wrought 
in  our  fouls  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  whereby  the  facrifice  and  merit  of  Chrift 
is  applyed  to  us  ;  and  being  applyed  to  us  becometh  our  fatiffafilion,  attono- 
ment  and  merit. 

We  believe,  that  I'ouls  of  Gods  children,  which  depart  out  of  this  life  in 
the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift,  after  the  feparating  from  their  bodies,  immediately 
pafs  into  heaven,  and  there  reft  from  their  labours  untill  the  day  of  judge- 
ment, at  which  time  they  ftiall  be  reunited  with  their  bodies,  and  enjoy 
life  everlafting  with  Chrift  :  Likeas  the  fouls  of  the  wicked  immediately 
pafs  to  hell,  there  to  remain  till  the  day  of  judgment,  which  day,  being 
conjoined  with  their  bodies,  they  fliall  fuftain  the  judgment  of  everlafting 
fire  :  and  befides  thefe  two,  a  third  place  for  fouls  we  doe  not  acknow- 
ledge. 

We  believe,  that  there  is  an  holy  catholick  or  univerfal  Kirk,  which  is 
the  holy  company  of  all  thefe,  who,  according  to  the  purpofe  of  Gods 
eternal  ele6lion,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  world,  were  called,  and,  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  Ihall  be  called  to  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  to  the 
communion  of  eternal  life  in  him. 

We  believe,  that  the  true  members  of  his  Kirk  are  only  the  faithfull, 
who  are  chofea  to  life  everlafting. 
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This  Kirk  xve  believe  to  be  but  one,  and  that  out  of  it  there  is  no  reniif- 
lion  of  fins  to  falvation. 

We  believe,  that  this  Kirk  is  partly  triumphant  in  heaven,  partly  mili- 
tant on  earth.  The  whole  militant  Kirk  on  earth  is  divided  in  many  and 
diverfe  and  particular  Kirks,  which  are  vifible  and  confpicuous  to  the  eyes 
of  men. 

We  believe  not,  that  all  thefe  particular  Kirks  on  earth  are  pure,  but 
thefe  only  which  continue  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Prophets  and  Apoliles, 
according  to  the  holy  canonical  Scripture,  worlhipping  God  purely,  and 
rainiftring  the  Sacraments  according  to  the  lame.  And  thefe  be  the  true 
marks,  whereby  a  true  vifible  Kirk  on  earth  may  be  dilberned  and  known. 

As  concerning  the  worlliip  of  God,  we  confefs  and  affirm,  that  all  reli- 
gious worQiip  and  fervice  is  only  to  be  given  to  God,  as  his  proper  due 
and  glory,  which  he  will  communicat  to  no  other;  believing  firmly,  that 
God  is  to  be  worlliipped  only  according  to  his  own  will,  revealed  in  his 
Word. 

And,  therfor,  we  abhorre  all  will  worlliip,  all  invocation  of  Saints  or 
Angels,  all  worfliipping  of  images,  crucifixes,  relidls,  and  all  other  things 
which  are  befide  the  true  God. 

We  believe  and  confefs,  that  God  hath  ordained  Kings,  Princes,  and 
Magiftrats,  for  the  good  of  Commonwealth,  for  the  better  governing  in  the 
Kirk,  and  to  be  nurfe  fathers  of  the  fame :  And,  therfor,  that  all  their  fub- 
je6ls  are  bound  in  duty  to  obey  them  in  all  things  they  command  lawfully, 
not  repugnant  to  the  will  of  God  ;  and  that  they  are  oblidged  to  pray  for 
them  daily,  that  under  them  they  may  lead  a  godly  and  peaceable  life. 

We  believe  and  conftantly  affirm,  that  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  through  the 
abundant  grace  of  our  Lord,  is  one  of  the  moil  pure  Kirks  under  heaven 
this  day,  both  in  refpeft  of  truth  in  do6lrine,  and  purity  in  worlbip  :  and, 
therfor,  with  all  our  hearts  we  adjoyn  ourfelves  thereto,  and  to  the  reli- 
gion publickly  profeffed  therein  by  the  Kings  Majelly,  and  all  his  true  fub- 
jedls,  and  authorized  by  his  Majellies  laws  ;  promifing  be  the  grace  of  God 
to  continue  therein  to  the  end  of  our  life,  according  to  all  the  articles 
which  are  here  fett  doun  :  Which  as  we  believe  with  our  hearts,  lb  we 
confeffe  with  our  mouthes,  and  fubfcribe  with  our  hands  ;  underflanding 
them  plainly  as  they  are  here  conceived,  without  equivocation  or  mental 
refervation  whatfomever.  So  may  God  help  us  in  the  great  day  of  Judg- 
ment. 
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[The  General  Affembly  was  indieled  by  open  proclamation,  and  found 
of  trumpet  at  the  Mercat  Crofs  of  Edinburgh,  upon  the  4th  of  No- 
vember 1617.  to  be  holden  at  Sandl  Andrewes  the  25th  day  of  that 
fame  month. 

The  Erie  of  Montrofe  was  appointed  be  the  King-  to  be  his  Commidioner  ; 
but  excufed  himlelf  with  licknefs  by  a  letter  fent  to  the  Counfell  four  or 
five  dayes  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  Airembly.  The  Counfell  lent 
the  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  Billiop  of  San6l  Andrewes.  The  Bifliop  re- 
turned anfwer,  that  the  Kings  fervice  mull  not  be  negle6led.  So  the  Lords 
of  the  Secret  Counfell  gave  commiflion  to  my  Lord  Binning  Secretar,  my 
Lord  Carnegie,  my  Lord  Killyth,  the  Lord  Advocat,  and  the  Treafurer 
Deputy,  conjun6lly,  or  to  any  three  of  them,  to  fupply  his  place. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Kings  letter,  wherein  he  willed  them  to  con- 
form to  his  delire,  otherways  declared  he  would  ufe  his  own  authority  ; 
the  brethren  of  the  Conference  were  chofen.  There  was  fome  reafoning  ; 
but  the  King  and  Biihops  purpole  was  withilood,  both  in  the  Privy  Con- 
ference and  in  the  publick  Affembly.  The  Billiop  deflred  that  fome 
brethren  might  be  appointed  to  confider  what  fhould  be  granted  to  give 
his  Majelly  fatiffadlion.  Mr  Patrick  Galloway  and  four  others  were 
appointed  for  this  purpofe.     They  devyfed  thefe  overtures  following. 

If  any  good  Chrillian,  vifited  with  long  licknefs,  and  known  to  the  Pallor, 
by  realbn  of  his  prefent   infirmitie,  unable  to  refort  to  the  Church,   for 
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receiving  of  the  holy  Conaniiinion  ;  or  being  fick  fliall  declare  to  the  Pallor 
upon  his  confcience,  that  he  thinks  his  ficknefs  to  be  deadly,  fliall  earneftly 
defire  to  receive  the  fame  in  his  houl'e,  the  Miniller  fliall  not  deny  the  fame; 
fo  as  lawful  warning  be  given  to  him,  at  the  leafl;twentie  hours  before,  and 
that  there  be  lix  perlbns  at  leaft  of  good  religion  and  converfation,  free  of 
lawful  impediment,  prefent  with  the  lick  perfon  to  receive  ;  who  muft  alio 
provide  a  convenient  place  in  his  houfe,  and  all  things  necelTare  for  the 
Miniflers  reverent  adminiftration  thereof,  according  to  the  order  prefcribed 
in  the  Church. 

To  remeed  the  irreverent  behaviour  of  the  vulgar  fort,  in  receiving  the 
holy  Communion,  it  is  found  meet  by  this  AlTembly,  that  the  minifler  him- 
felf  fliall  in  the  celebration  give  the  elements  out  of  his  own  hand  to  every 
one  of  the  Communicants,  faying,  when  he  giveth  the  bread,  Take,  eat, 
this  is  the  bodie  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  which  was  broken  for  you  ;  do 
this  in  remembrance  of  him  :  and  that  the  Minifter  exhort  them  to  be 
thankful.  And  when  he  giveth  the  cup.  Drink,  this  is  the  blood  of  Jel'us 
Chrift  fhed  for  you  ;  do  this  in  remembrance  of  him  :  and  that  the  Minifter 
exhort  them  to  be  thankful.  And  to  the  end  the  Minifter  may  give  the 
fame  the  more  commodioufly,  he  is  by  advife  of  the  Magiftrates,  and  honeft 
men  of  his  Sellion,  to  prepare  a  table,  at  the  which  the  fame  may  be  con- 
veniently niiniftred,  and  gravely  to  exhort  his  people,  that  they  comniuni- 
cat  reverently,  and  fhew  a  humble  and  religious  behaviour  in  the  receiving 
of  the  fame. 

Anent  the  remanent  of  the  Articles  proponed  to  the  AlTembly,  the  Af- 
fembly  after  long  reafoning,  in  fpecial  anent  preaching  upon  the  daycs  of 
the  Nativity,  Paftion,  Refurredlion,  Afcenlion  of  our  Lord,  and  delcending 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  having  confidered,  that  a  great  number  of  CommiiGoners 
from  Synods,  Burrowes,  and  Gentlemen,  in  relpedl  of  the  feafon  of  the 
year,  diftance  of  the  place,  and  fliortnefs  of  the  advertifement,  would  not 
be  prefent ;  and  that  the  nioft  part  of  thofe  who  were  alTembled,  are 
not  refolved  fully  in  fome  of  thele  points  proponed  ;  and  that  they  are  in 
all  loyaltie  and  obedience  moft  willing  to  give  his  Majefty  all  fatil'fadlion, 
and  have  agreed  and  promifed  to  inform  themfelves  anent  the  laid  Articles, 
wherof  they  prefently  ftand  in  doubt,  and  to  inftru6l  their  people,  elders 
and  pariflioners  by  all  means,  that  all  offence,  which  may  be  taken,  may  be 
removed,  have  thought  good,  that  (belide  the  two  points,    which  are  con- 
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eluded,  elpecially  to  g-ive  reraonftrance  to  his  Majefty  of  their  moll  willing 
affefilion)  the  reft  of  the  faid  Articles  fliall  be  continued  to  the  next  AlTem- 
bly  ;  and  to  that  efFefil,  that  a  nioft  humble  fupplication  may  be  direfited  by 
his  Majeftys  Commiflioners,  and  the  General  Airemblj',  that  it  may  pleale 
his  Majeftie  of  his  gracious  favour  to  grant  a  continuation,  and  to  convocat 
an  Affembly  for  deciiion  of  the  matters,  at  fuch  commodious  times  as  his 
Majefty  fliall  think  expedient. 
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The  General  Aflembly  holden  at  Perth  the  25  of  Auguft  IGlS  : 
Where,  for  obedience  to  His  Majellies  Proclamation,  and  parti- 
cular Miffiues,  the  following  perfons  conveeued.* 

His  Majellies  CommiflTioners,  My  Lord  Binning  Secretary,  Lord  Scoone, 
Lord  Carnegie  ;  their  ACTeffors,  Sir  Gideon  Murray,  Treafurer  Deput, 
Sir  Andrew  Kerr  of  Fernihiril,  Caj)tain  of  the  Guard,  Sir  William  Oli- 
phant,  the  Kings  Advocat,  and  Sir  William  Livingftoun  of  Kilfyth  :  Noble- 
men, the  Erie  of  Lothian,  Lord  Vchiltrie,  Lord  Sanquhar,  Lord  Boyd  : 
Barones,  Wauchtoun,  Lutquharn,  Glenurquhart  younger,  Clunie-Gordoun, 
Bonytoun-Wood,  Weemes,  Balvaird,  Balconie,  Balcarras,  Balmanno,  Bom- 
bie,  Blackbarronrie,  Lagg  :  BurgefTes,  for  Edinburgh,  David  Aikenhead, 
George  Foules  ;  for  Perth,  James  Aedie,  Conllant  Malice ;  for  Dundie, 
Mr  Alexander  Wedderburn  younger,  Robert  Ciayhills ;  for  Aberdeen, 
Mr  John  Mortimer  ;  for  Stirline,  Chrittopher  Alexander ;  for  San6l  An- 
drewes,  John  Knox,  Thomas  Lentron ;  for  the  Univerlitie  of  Sanfil  An- 
drewes,  Dodlor  Bruce  ;  Bilhops,  all  except  Argile  and  Illes  ;  Minillers, 
Commilfioners  from  Prefbytries. 

In  the  morrting,  Patrick  Bifliop  of  Aberdeen  preached  a  fermon  upon 
Ezra  vii.  23.  Whatfoever  is  commanded  by  the  God  of  heaven,  let  it  be 
diligently  done  for  the  houfe  of  the  God  of  heaven :  for  why  fliould  there 
be  wrath  againit  the  realm  of  the  king  and  his  fons.     The  other  lermon  at 

*  The  proceedings  of  this  Assemblj'  have  been  taken  from  Bishop  Lindsay's  "  True  Narra- 
tion," &c. ;  and  from  Calderwood's  "  Perth  Assemblj-,"  and  his  printed  and  manuscript  Histories. 
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ten  hours  was  preached  be  John  Archbifliop  of  San6l  Andrewes,  in  the 
Little  Church,  on  i  Cor.  xi.  16.  But  if  any  man  feeni  to  be  contentious, 
we  have  no  fuch  cuftom,  neither  the  churches  of  God. 

The  Sermon  ended,  the  Archbifliop  of  Sandl  Andrewes  came  to  the 
Table,  at  which  his  Majefties  CommilTioners,  Noblemen,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Affembly,  were  fitting-,  and  placed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
table,  in  the  Moderators  chair  befide  his  Majefties  Commidioner. 

After  prayer,  the  Archbilbop  calling  for  the  ordinarie  Clerke  of  the 
Affembly,  was  anfwered.  That  Matter  Thomas  Nicholfon,  who  formerly 
I'erved  the  Church  in  that  place,  had  demitted  his  office  in  favour  of  Matter 
James  Sandelands  Aduocate :  This  he  notified  to  the  Afl'embly,  as  that 
which  he  had  vnderllood  before,  and  ttiewed  that  the  faid  Matter  James 
was  a  man  iufficiently  qualified  for  the  place,  of  good  report,  and  one  that 
by  his  education  and  pleading  might  further  the  particular  bufinelFe  of 
Minifters  before  the  Seilion.  He  dofired  the  Affembly  to  confider  what 
was  fitteft  to  bee  done,  and  aduife  whether  they  would  receiue  the  faid 
Matter  James  in  the  others  place  or  not :  The  voyces  of  his  Maiefties  Com- 
miflioners,  the  Noblemen,  BiQiops,  and  diuers  of  the  Minittcrs  being  alked, 
they  all  without  exception  agreed  to  his  receiving.  And  the  faid  Matter 
James  being  recalled  (for  while  the  voyces  were  alked,  he  was  remoued) 
had  an  oath  minittred  vnto  him,  for  his  diligent  and  faithful  difcharge  of 
that  feruice. 

The  faid  Matter  James  Sandelands  being  admitted,  command  was  giuen 
to  all  that  had  interelTe  in  the  faid  Affembly,  to  giue  in  their  commiffions 
to  him  before  the  next  fitting ;  and  nomination  was  made  of  certayn  for 
the  Conference,  according  to  the  order  kept  in  other  AlTemblies  ;  in  which 
befides  the  Bilhops,  Noblemen,  Barons,  and  Commiflioners  of  Burrowes, 
the  mott  wife  and  learned  of  the  Miniftrie  were  named  indifi'erentiy,  with- 
out any  refpeft  had  of  their  opinions  and  priuate  inclinations. 

At  this  time  it  was  moued  by  Mr  George  Grier,  Minitter  at  Hading- 
toun.  That  the  libertie  of  the  Church  might  bee  kept  in  the  choofing  of  a 
Moderator  ;  which  the  Archbifiiop  of  Sandl  Andrewes  repreffed,  faying  to 
the  proponer.  That  he  did  not  expe6l  him  to  be  a  trowbler  of  the  Church, 
and  the  bufinelTe  thereof;  and  that  the  Afl'embly  was  met  within  the 
bounds  of  his  charge,  wherein  fo  long  as  he  ferued,  he  trutted  none  would 
ufurp  ;  at  which  he  kept  filence  :  and  ttreight  wayes  arofe  another,  who 
aflced  whether  all  the  Noblemen  and  Barons  prelent  fliould  have  voyce,  or 
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not,  and  if  the  whole  Minifters  that  were  met  there,  fliould  haue  voyces 
alfo  :  The  Archbifliop  of  SanCl  Andrewes  anfwered,  that  the  order  ob- 
ferued  in  former  Afferablies  fhould  here  be  kept,  and  no  Minifters  have 
voyce  that  lacked  a  commidion  :  But  as  for  Noblemen,  and  Barons  who 
were  come  thither  vpon  his  Majefties  miffiues,  he  trufted  none  there  would 
denie  them  voyce,  fpecially  fince  in  the  Aflembly  that  proceeded  at  San6l 
Andrewes,  it  was  one  of  the  reafons  they  made  for  difFerring  the  conclu- 
fions  of  matters,  That  none  of  the  Noblemen,  or  Barons  were  then  prefent 
to  alTift  the  proceedings  of  the  Church. 

It  was  deiired  alfo,  that  the  Articles  to  bee  entreated,  might  bee  extend- 
ed in  fuch  forme,  as  his  Maieftie  defired  them  to  paffe,  andthatfome  might 
be  fet  apart  to  colle6l  the  reafons  that  lliould  be  proponed,  for,  or  againfl  the 
Articles,  that  the  whole  Affembly  might  have  the  cleerer  information.  To 
this  it  was  anfwered,  that  the  Conference  was  to  confider  of  thefe  things, 
and  what  might  ferue  befl;  to  prepare  matters  for  the  whole  Affembly. 

The  Archbifliop  commanded  his  Majefties  letter  which  was  prefented  by 
Dodlor  Young  Deane  of  Winchefter,  and  diredled  to  the  Affembly,  to  be 
publickely  read  :    The  Tenor  whereof  followeth. 

.Tames  Rex, 
Right  reuerend  Fathers  in  God,  Right  truftie  Coulins,  and  Counfellors, 
and  others  our  truftie  and  welbeloued  fubie6ls,  We  greet  you  well  :  Wee 
were  once  fully  refolued,  neuer  in  our  time,  to  haue  called  any  moe  Af- 
lemblies  there,  for  ordering  things  concerning  the  policie  of  the  Church, 
by  reafon  of  the  difgrace  ofi'ered  vnto  Us  in  that  late  meeting  at  Sandl  An- 
drewes, wherein  Our  juft  and  godly  defires  were  not  onely  neglefiled,  but 
fome  of  the  Articles  concluded  in  that  fcornfull  and  ridiculous  forme,  as 
we  wifh  they  had  been  refufed  rather  with  the  reft  :  Although  at  this  time 
We  fuffered  ourfelfe  to  be  intreated  by  you  our  Bifliops,  for  a  new  Conuo- 
cation,  and  have  called  you  together,  who  are  now  conuened  for  the  felfe 
fame  bufineffe  which  then  was  vrged  ;  hoping  alluredly,  that  you  will  haue 
fome  better  regard  of  our  defires,  and  not  permit  the  unruly  and  ignorant 
multitude,  after  their  wonted  cullome,  to  ouerfway  the  better  and  more  ju- 
dicious fort ;  an  euill  which  we  have  gone  about  with  much  paines  to  haue 
amended  in  thefe  Affemblies,  and  for  which  purpofe  according  to  Gods 
ordinance,  and  the  conftant  prafilife  of  all  well  gouerned  Churches  in  all 
ages,  Wee  have  placed  you  that  are  Bifliops  and  ouerl'eers  of  the  reft  in  the 

7  F 
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chiefeft  roomes.    You  plead  much,  Wee  perceiue,  to  haue  matters  done  by 
confent  of  the  Minifters,  and  tell  Us  often,  that  what  concernes  the  Church 
in  generall,  fhould  be  concluded  by  the  aduife  of  the  whole,  neither  doe  Wee 
altogether  diflike  your  purpofe  :  for  the  greater  confent  there  is  amongft 
your  f'elues,  the  greater  is  Our  contentment.     But  Wee  will  not  have  you 
to  thinke,  that  matters  proponed  by  Us  of  that  nature,  whereof  thefe  Ar- 
ticles are,  may  not  without  fuch  a  generall  confent  be  enjoyned  by  Our 
authoritie  :  This  were  a  mifknowing  of  your  places,  and  withall  a  difclaym- 
ing  of  that  innate  power,  which  We  haue  by  our  calling  from  God,  by  the 
which  Wee  haue  place  to  difpofe  of  things  externall  in  the  Church,  as  Wee 
iball  thinke  them  to  be  conuenient,  and  profitable  for  aduancing  true  lle- 
ligion  amongft  our  Subiedls.     Therefore  let  it  be  your  care  by  all  manner 
of  wife  and  difcreete   perfwalions  to  induce  them  to  an  obedient  yeelding 
vnto  thel'e  things,  as  in  dutie  both  to  God,  and  Vs,  they  are  bound :    And 
doe  not  thinke,  that  We  will  be  fatil'fied  with  refufes,  or  delayes,  or  miti- 
gations ;  and  We  know  not  what  other  Iliifts  have  beene  proponed  :  for 
Wee  will  content  Ourfelues  with  nothing,  but  with  a  llmple  and  direct  ac- 
ceptation of  thefe  Articles  in  the  forme  by  Vs  fent  vnto  you,  now  a  long 
time  paft ;  conlidering  both   the  lawfulneffe,  and  vndeniable  conueniencie 
of  them  for  the  better  furthering  of  pietie  and  religion  amongft  you.    And  it 
fliould  have  rather  becommed  you,  to  have  begged  the  eftabliOiment  of  fuch 
things  of  Vs,  then  that  Wee  lliould  thus  neede  to  be  put  to  vrge  the  prac- 
tife  of  them  vpon  you.     Thefe  matters  indeede  concerneth  you  of  the  Ec- 
clefiafticall   charge  chiefly.     Neyther  would  Wee  haue  called  Noblemen, 
Barons,  and  others  of  our  good  Subiedls,  to  the  determining  of  them,  but 
that  Wee  vnderfland,  the  offence  of  our  people  hath  beene  fo  much  obie6l- 
ed ;  wherein  you  muft  beare  with  Vs  to  fay,   That  no   Kingdome  doth 
breed,  or  hath  at  this  time,  more  louing,  dutifull,  and  obedient  fubiefits, 
then  Wee  haue  in  that  our  native  Kingdome  of  Scotland ;  and  lb  if  any 
difpofition  hath  appeared  to  the  contrarie,  in  any  of  them,  the  fame  We 
hold  to  have  proceeded  from  amongft  you  :    Albeit  of  all  forts  of  men,  yee 
are  they,  that  both  of  duetie  were  bound,  and  by  particular  benefits  obliged, 
to  have  continued  yourfelues,  and  by  your  found  do6lrine  and  exemplarie 
life,  kept  others  in  a  reuerend  obedience  to  our  commandements.     What, 
and  how  many  abufes  were  offered  Vs  by  many  of  the  Miniftrie  there,  be- 
fore our  happie  comming  to  this  Crowne,  though  we  can  hardly  quite  for- 
get, yet  We  little  like  to  remember.     Neither  thinke  We,  that  any  Prince 


1C18.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  1147 

liuing-  could  liaue  kept  him  felfe  from  falling  in  vtter  dillike  with  the  Pro- 
feffion  it  felfe,  confidering-  the  many  prouocatious  that  were  giuen  vnto  Vs  ; 
but  the  loue  of  God  and  his  truth  ftill  vpheld  Vs ;  and  will  by  his  grace 
fo  doe  vnto  the  end  of  our  life  :  Our  patience  alwayes  in  forgetting,  and 
forgiuing  many  faults  of  that  fort,  and  conftant  maintaining  of  true  Religion 
againft  the  adverfaries  (by  whole  hateful!  pradlifes  We  line  in  greater  per- 
rill  then  you  all,  or  any  one  of  you,)  fliould  haue  produced  better  effe6ls 
amongft  you,  then  continual!  reliftance  of  our  bell  purpofes.  Wee  wifli 
Wee  be  not  further  prouoked,  and  Gods  truth,  which  you  profeiTe,  of 
obedience  vnto  Principalities  and  Powers,  bee  no  longer  negle6led,  and 
llandered  by  luch  as,  vnder  the  cloake  of  feeming  holineife,  walk  vnruly 
amongft  you,  fliaking  hands  as  it  were,  and  ioyning  in  this  their  difobe- 
dience  vnto  Magiftracie,  with  the  vpholders  of  Poperie.  Wherefore,  our 
heartie  deiire  is,  that  at  this  time  you  make  the  V/orld  fee  by  your  pro- 
ceedings, what  a  dutiefuU  refpect  and  obedience  you  owe  to  Vs,  your  So- 
uereigne  Prince,  and  natural!  King  and  Lord  ;  that  as  Wee  in  loue  and 
care  are  neuer  wanting  vnto  you,  lb  you  in  an  humble  fubmilFion  vnto  our 
fo  juft  demands,  be  not  found  inferiour  to  others  our  fubiefils  in  any  of  our 
Kingdomes  ;  and  that  the  care  and  zeale  of  the  good  of  Gods  Church,  and 
of  the  advancing  of  Piety,  and  Truth,  doth  chiefly  incite  Vs  to  the  follow- 
ing of  thefe  matters  ;  God  is  our  Witneffe  :  The  which,  that  it  may  be 
before  your  eyes,  and  that  according  to  your  callings  you  may  llriue  in 
your  particular  places,  and  in  this  General!  Meeting,  to  do  thefe  things 
which  may  beft  ferue  to  the  promouing  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  euen  our 
prayers  are  earneft  vnto  God  for  you  :  Requiring  you  in  this  and  other 
things  to  credit  the  bearer  hereof,  our  truftie  Seruant  and  Chaplaine,  the 
Deane  of  Winchefter,  wliom  We  have  expreflly  fent  thither,  that  he  may 
bring  vnto  Vs  a  true  relation  of  the  particular  carriages  of  all  matters,  and 
of  the  happie  euent  of  your  Meeting,  which  by  Gods  bleffing  (who  is  the 
God  of  Order,  Peace  and  Truth)  Woe  doe  certainly  expedl ;  vnto  whofe 
gracious  dire6lion  Wee  commend  you  now  and  for  euer. 
Giuen  at  Theobalds,  the  10  Julij  I6I8. 

This  Letter  being  once  read,  and  again  :  The  Archbilliop  protefted  that 
neither  he,  nor  the  Kirk  of  England  had  craved  thefe  novations,  nor  given 
counl'e!  thereanent,  and  it  was  againft  liis  will  that  ever  they  were  men- 
tioned ;  yet  that  now  he  is  perfwaded,  that  his  Majeftie  will  be  more  glade 
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of  the  confent  of  this  AnTembly  to  the  five  Articles,  than  of  all  the  gold  of 
India. 

The  Archbifhop  then  defired  Do6lor  Young  to  fpeake,  if  fo  bee  had  anj 
thing  to  fay  for  feconding  the  Letter,  whereof  he  was  Meffenger.  And 
his  words  were  thefe  that  followes. 

Moll  Honorable,  mofl  Reverend,  right  Worlliipfull,  and  dearly  beloued  : 
It  might  well  become  me,  accoi'ding  to  the  example  of  Elihu  in  the  Hiflo- 
rieofjob,  in  prefence  of  fo  wife,  fo  graue,  fo  religious,  and  learned  an 
Affembly,  to  wait  in  filence  till  the  more  ancient  in  years  had  fpoken  :  but 
that  I  know  that  the  SouereigneMaieftie  of  our  gracious  Lord  and  Mafter  the 
King,  who  hath  regarded  fo  much  the  lowlineiTe  of  his  feruant,  as  to  fend 
me  vnto  you  at  tliis  time,  to  be  the  meffenger  of  his  will  and  pleafure,  now 
openly  read  in  your  ears,  will  procure  attention  vnto  a  few  words,  which 
Ihall  be  vttered  witfi  the  vprightneffe  and  finceritie  of  a  heart  wholy  de- 
noted, as  vnto  the  glory  of  God,  and  honour  of  our  great  Mafter  tiie  King  ; 
fo  to  the  happy,  free,  and  fiourifhing  eftate  of  this  Church  and  Kingdome, 
vnto  which  I  am  tyed  by  fo  many  ftrong  bands ;  that  Mofes  the  friend  of 
God,  and  Paul  that  chofen  veffell  of  Chrift,  who  are  recorded  in  the  holy 
Scriptures  to  haue  exceeded  in  their  affedlion  to  the  people  of  Jfrael,  their 
deare  countreymen,  did  not  in  that  owe  more  vnto  them,  then  that  which 
you  all  wel  know  I  owe  vnto  you ;  and  would  to  God  I  were  as  able  to 
pay  fo  iuft  a  debt,  as  I  am,  and  euer  fliall  be  moft  ready  and  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge it ;  Hie  amor  mens  pondus  mevun  :  for  from  this  loue  and  du- 
tie  I  owe  vnto  this  place  of  my  firft  and  fecond  birth,  (God  hee  beft  knowes) 
how  the  forrowes  of  my  heart  haue  bin  inlarged,  lince  the  time  of  the  lalt 
Generall  Affembly  at  Saint  Andrewes,  to  hear  fuch  words  of  indignation 
and  juft  difpleafure,  fo  often  to  proceed  out  of  the  mouth  of  fo  good  and  fo 
gracious  a  Prince,  like  Mofes  the  meekeft  man  vpon  the  face  of  the  earth  : 
Sed  verendum  etiam  atque  etiam  quo  exeat  patientia  tam  faepe  laefa : 
Words  fpoken  againft  thefe  that  are  called  to  be  Minifters,  Embaffadors  of 
peace,  and  patternes  of  pietie  and  obedience  ;  vttered  in  the  ears  of  them, 
who  labour  indeed,  as  it  becommeth  fo  loyall  and  louing  fubiecSls,  by  their 
humble  and  dutifull  obedience  vnto  his  facred  Maieftie,  to  outftrip  thofe 
that  went  before  them  ;  and  albeit  they  haue  the  laft,  yet  not  to  haue  the 
leaft  portion  in  our  Davids  loue.  But  as  then  with  all  good  and  well  af- 
fefted  men  I  much  grieued,  fo  now  I  heartily  rejoyce  and  praife  God,  that 
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notvrithftanding'  of  all  that  is  paft,  I  liaiie  liued  to  fee  this  day  a  Generall 
Synod  oiice  more  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  called  by  the  authority  and 
expreffe  command  and  pleafure  of  our  Souereigne  Lord  the  King,  which  is 
the  only  true  and  belt  meanes  indeed,  vied  in  all  ages  for  extir|)ating  of  all 
Se(5ls,  Errors,  and  Heredes,  and  for  the  planting  of  truth,  and  good  order 
in  the  Church  of  Chrift.  And  I  pray  God,  that  all  things  at  this  meeting 
may,  by  the  dire6lion  of  Gods  good  Spirit,  and  by  your  Wifdomes,  be  lb 
carryed,  that  you  abridge  not  your  felues  and  pofterity  of  fo  great  a  blefling, 
and  procure  that  not  only  thefe  things  which  are  now  required,  but  that 
other  things  more  difficult  bee  injoyned  and  enforced  vpon  you,  vpon  ftrifil 
penaltie  by  Supreme  Authority.  And  therefore  I  defire  (as  I  am  fent  to 
that  purpofe)  with  the  Apoftle  Titus  3.  to  put  you  in  remembrance,  that 
you  bee  fubiedl  to  Principalities  and  Powers,  and  that  you  bee  obedient, 
and  ready  to  euery  good  worke  :  to  put  you  in  remembrance,  that,  by  the 
great  blefling  of  Almightie  God,  you  haue  to  doe  with  fo  wife,  lb  potent,  fo 
religious,  fo  learned  a  Prince,  the  matchleffe  mirror  of  all  Kings,  the  nurling 
Father  of  his  Church  ;  that  he  whofe  wifdome  and  aiithoritie  is,  in  the  coni- 
poling  of  all  differences  both  Eccleliaftical  and  Ciuili,  fomuch  required,  re- 
fpedled,  and  admired,  not  only  by  his  own  people  of  his  other  Kingdoms,  but 
by  all  good  Chriftians  of  forrein  Nations  throughout  the  Chriftian  world,  may 
not  feeme  to  be  neglefiled  by  you  his  native  fubie6ls  at  home  ;  and  you  efpe- 
cially  of  the  Minillerie,  who  ought  to  be  examples  and  patternes  of  obedience 
vnto  others,  you  whom  he  hath  fo  infinitely  obliged  by  his  fo  great  bountie  and 
conllant  loue :  To  put  you  in  remembrance,  that  as  with  no  fmalldifreputation 
vnto  his  Maieftie,  and  diminution  as  it  were  of  his  princely  authoritie,  in  the 
iudgment  and  light  of  the  world,  whofe  eyes  are  bent  vpon  thefe  proceedings, 
he  hath  granted  you  fo  long  time,  by  yourChriftian  and  godly endeuours  with 
your  feverall  flockes  (whomyou  are  toleade,  and  not  to  be  led  by  them)  to  re- 
moue(as  you  promif'ed  both  to  his  Majeflybeing  here  amongil  you,  andagaine 
confirmed  at  your  lailGenerall  Synod, )allthofe  fcandals,whichmightbe  taken 
by  the  more  ignorant  and  vnaduifed  fort  of  your  people,  to  whom  all  innoua- 
tions,  though  to  the  better,  may  leeme  at  the  firil  fomewhat  (Irange :  fo 
that  now  you  would  bee  careful  1,  as  much  as  in  you  lyeth,  to  take  away 
that  more  dangerous  and  open  offence  and  fcandal,  which  by  your  delay, 
and  refufall  of  obedience,  you  fhall  call  vpon  the  liicred  perfon  of  our 
Soueraigne  Lord  the  King,  the  moft  conftant  and  zealous  Proteftour  and 
Defender  of  that  Faith  and  Ti-uth,  which  wee  all  profeffe,  and  for  the  which 
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he  hatli  luffered  fuch  open  gainefaying  of  the  aduerfaries  thereof,  the  limbes 
of  Antichrift  ;  as  if  bee,  who  hath  laboured  fo  much  to  exalt  the  glorie  of 
this  Nation  farre  aboue  all  his  predecelTours  in  the  eyes  of  the  World,  now 
going  about  moft  of  all  to  humble  vs  vnto  our  God,  and  in  the  performance 
of  the  Acl  of  greatefl.  deuotion,  according  to  his  owne  example,  to  bring 
vs  vnto  our  knees,  did  in  fo  doing  any  way  vrge  his  llibiedls  to  any  thing, 
which  might  faiiour  of  Superflition  or  Idolatrie  :  To  remoue  the  fcandall 
from  thofe  who  are  in  authority  amongfl  you,  and  are  fet  ouer  you  in  the 
Lord,  who  by  their  dutifull  obedience  vnto  God,  and  their  Soueraigne,  haue 
alreadie,   both  by  their  doctrine   and  pradlice,   commended  thofe   things, 
which  now  are  required  of  you,   to  be  both  lawful!  and  expedient :     To 
take  away  that  fcandall  and  afperiion,  which  by  the  feeming  reafons  of  your 
former  refufall,    or  delay,   you  haue  call  vpon  others  fo  glorious  reformed 
Churches,  as  if  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  Spirit  of  reformation  had  beene  giuen 
onely  to,  and  folely  relied  vpon  you  :   To  remoue  that  notorious  and  pub- 
lique  fcandall,  which  by  the  fierie  and  turbulent  fpirits  of  fome  few  priuate 
men,  lyeth  heavie  vpon  the  feruent  and  zealous  Profeffours  of  the  glorious 
Gofpel  of  Chrifl,   as  if  they  alio  were  difobedient  vnto  Magiftracie,  and  in 
this  did  feeme  to  ioyne  hands  with  the  maine  vpholders  and  pillars  of  Po- 
perie.     It  hath  wounded  the  fpirits  of  good  men  to  hear  it  often  fpoken. 
Nee  dicatur  (utinam  araplius)   Gathi,  et  in  plateis  Afkelonis ;  nay  to  fee 
it  in  print,  that  Herod  and  Pilate  were  now  reconciled  again,  if  not  contra 
Chriftum  Dominum,  yet  contra  ChriKum  Domini  :    Lallly,  to  preuent  that 
lamentable  raiferie  and  calamitie,  which  God  in  his  juftice  might  bring  vpon 
this  Church,  in  that  you  regarded  not  the  bleffed  time  of  your  vilitation, 
and  defpifed  the  long  fuffering  and  great  goodneffe  of  God,  and  of  fo  boun- 
tifuU  and  gracious  a  Soueraigne.     And  fo  to  conclude,   (for  to  ftand  now 
upon  particulars  were  but  a6lum  agere,  and  you  need  no  gleanings  after  fo 
plentifull  an  harveft,  or  the  light  of  a  candle  being  inlightned  by  the  cleare 
beames  of  the  funne,)  with  that  of  Naamans  feruants,  2  Kings  5.  vnto  their 
Lord  and  Mailer  :   Father,   if  the  Prophet  had  commanded  thee  a  greater 
matter,  fliouldeft  thou  not  haue  done  it  ?  &c.     So,  right  reuerend  Fathers 
and  Brethren  in  Chrift,  if  our  molt  gracious  Soueraigne  Lord,  who  hath  done 
fo  much  for  you,  had  commanded  you  greater  things,  fo  long  as  they  might 
ftand  with  the  will  of  God,   and  in  no  waies  be  repugnant  vnto  the  fame, 
(for  in  that  cafe  indeed,  the  Apoflles  rule  holds  inuiolably  true,  cei  77ei0apx<^i>' 
0€u,  fiaWov  7j  arOpwTTOi-^,  that  We  muft  rather  obey  God,  then  men)  fliould  you 
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not  Iiaue  beene  readie  yourfelues,  and  by  your  do6lrine  and  pra6life  bane 
induced  otbers  to  obedience  ?  much  more  then,  when  he  requireth  of  you 
but  thefe  few  necefllxrie  things,  necellliry  and  expedient  for  the  gloi'ie  of 
God,  for  the  aduancing  of  pietie  amongll  you  ;  for  the  honour  and  due 
fatiffa6lion  vnto  our  Soueraigne  Lord  the  King ;  for  the  happy  eftablifliing 
of  order,  peace,  vnion,  and  loue  amongfl  your  felues,  and  in  thefe  vnited 
Kingdomes.  Therefore  let  me  beieech  you  in  the  bowels  of  Chrift  to  giue 
all  their  due,  Qued  Csefaris,  Qefari,  quae  Dei,  Deo.  And  as  Conflantine 
the  Great  (as  Eufebius  hath  it)  wrote  vnto  his  Churchmen,  that  troubled 
his  peace  and  other  weightie  affaires,  with  their  contentious  humours ;  fo 
let  me  intreat  you  in  the  behalfe  of  our  Conflantine,  Qui  dum  rogat,  jubet : 
Date  illi  dies  tranquillos,  et  nodles  curae  et  molefliarum  expertes  ;  that  fo 
he  mny  with  much  ioy  and  contentment  of  heart,  yet  once  more,  as  he 
propofeth,  if  not  often,  viflt  your  coafls,  and  thofe  places  which  his  foule 
loueth  ;  and  that  this  poore  Church,  and  his  natiue  Kingdome,  may  be 
made  euer  more  and  more  happie  by  his  comming,  and  long,  peaceable, 
and  profperous  reigne  :  And  God  and  men  fay  Amen  vnto  it.  Amen  : 
Amen. 

The  Minifters  defenders  of  the  eilabliflied  order,  required  four  things. 
1.  That  none  be  admitted  to  vote,  but  fuch  as  were  authorized  by  lawful 
CommilTion.  The  Archbifhop  anfwered,  his  Majefly  had  written  to  Noble- 
men and  Barrones,  willing  them  to  be  prefent  at  this  AlFembly  :  If  any 
man  had  any  exception  againft  them,  they  fhould  be  heard.  It  was  replied, 
that  they  were  not  to  except  againft  their  honorable  perfons  or  prefence  ; 
but  earnellly  to  crave,  that  the  order  of  the  Church  might  be  obferved, 
whereby  it  is  provided,  that  without  Commilfion  none  have  place  to  vote 
in  General  Afi'emblies. 

2,  That  the  libertie  of  the  Church  be  not  broken  in  the  ele6tion  of  the 
Moderator,  and  that  a  lawful  leet  be  made  to  that  effedl.  It  was  anfwered 
by  the  Archbifhop,  that  this  AlTerably  is  convocat  within  the  bounds  of  his 
Diocie  ;  he  would  underfland,  who  would  take  his  place  over  his  head. 

3.  That  the  Articles,  proponed  in  fliort  and  general  fummes,  might  be 
put  in  forme,  and  amply  extended,  as  his  Majefty  would  have  them  ena6led, 
that  they  be  the  better  advifed  on  and  confidei'ed.  The  Archbifhop  an- 
fwered, let  alone  thefe  toyes,  trouble  us  not  Avith  needlels  queftions  ;  we 
fliall  fpeak  of  thei'e  things  in  the  Privie  Conference. 
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4.  That  fome  of  either  opinion  may  be  fet  apart  to  coUedl,  and  put  in 
order  the  reafons  of  either  fide,  for  the  more  fure  and  eafie  information  of 
the  Affemblie.     The  Archbifliop  rejefted  this  alfo,  as  impertinent. 

The  Archbifhop  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  the  Privie  Conference, 
before  that  the  Clerk  had  received  the  CommiDGons. 

There  was  chofen  to  be  upon  the  Privie  Conference,  the  Kings  Con)- 
millioners,  and  Affeffors,  the  Erie  of  Lothian,  the  Lord  Ochiltry,  the  Lord 
Sanchar,  the  Lord  Boyd :  Barons  Waughton,  Weymes,  Balcolmie,  Bogie, 
Clunie,  Glenvrquhart,  Balcarras,  Lagge,  Balmanno,  Bonintoun  :  Minifters, 
Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  Henry  Blyth,  Mr  John  Weymes,  Mr  George 
Grier,  Mr  John  Carmichael,  Mr  William  Scott,  ]\Ir  Alexander  Gladellanes 
Archdean  of  San6l  Andrewes,  Do6lor  Philip,  Do6lor  Strang,  Dodlor 
Bruce,  Mr  John  Hay  Parfon  of  Ranfrew,  Mr  Thomas  Muirhead,  Mr 
Michael  Wallace,  Mr  Thomas  Ramlay,  Mr  James  Knox,  Mr  Robert  Hen- 
rifon,  Mr  John  Guthrie,  Mr  John  Malcolm,  DocSlor  Forbefs,  Mr  George 
Dowglafs,  Mr  Patrick  Dumbar,  Mr  James  Billiop,  Mr  George  Chalmers, 
Mr  James  Simfon,  Mr  Robert  Sommer,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  David 
Monro,  Mr  Archbald  MoncriefF,  Mr  James  Burdoun,  Mr  John  Mackenzie, 
Mr  John  Mitchelfon,  Mr  Patrick  Shaw,  Mr  James  Hammilton  Dean  of 
Glafgow,  Do6lor  Hammilton  :  The  CommiQioners  of  Edinburgh,  Perth, 
Duudie,  Aberdeen,  Glafgow  :     And  all  the  Bifliops. 

After  the  faid  nomination,  the  Conference  was  appointed  to  conveen  at 
three  afternoon  ;  and  the  Aflembly  at  eight  hours  to-morrow  morning. 


[Tuefday  at  afternoone.] 

The  Conference  conveened  at  three  afternoon.  After  Prayer,  the  Kings 
Letter  was  read  againe.  Then  the  Archbilhop  requeiled  them  to  confider, 
by  what  means  matters  might  moft  eafily  be  brought  vnto  a  point.  He  faid 
that  there  appeared  but  two  wayes  :  One  whereof  was  by  difputing  the 
Articles,  which  was  likely  to  confume  a  long  time,  and  breed  irritation, 
rather  than  any  contentment  elfe  :  The  other  was  by  a  calme  and  wife 
confultation  to  conlider  how  the  faid  Articles  might  be  receiued  in  all  the 
Churches  with  leaft  offence,  and  conclude  the  fame  ;  fpecially  fince  they 
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had  promifed  in  the  lall  AlTembly  to  refolue  themfeliies  and  others,  of  the 
equitie  of  the  points  required  ;  and  which  they  like  befl,  he  defires  them 
to  choofe. 

He  affirmed,  that  four  Articles  were  already  concluded  in  the  AlTemblies 
holden  lad  at  Aberdeen,  and  San6l  Andrewes,  howbeit  not  in  forme  as 
his  Majefty  required  ;  and  that  kneeling  only  relied  to  be  confented  to. 
To  prove  his  allegeance,  a  minute  was  read,  containing  the  points  conferred 
on  at  the  places  forefaid,  and  no  farther  evidence  was  produced.  He  added 
that  his  Highnefs  altogether  refufed  the  cautions  and  conditions  added  by 
the  faid  Affemblies,  as  fruftrations  of  his  intention.  He  affirmed  his  Ma- 
jefty was  ftill  offended  at  the  Afferably  holden  at  Sanfil  Andrewes  :  for 
removing  of  that  offence,  he  would  have  had  the  Article  of  kneeling  put 
to  voting  in  the  Conference  without  reafoning. 

The  greater  part  efteeming,  that  fuch  as  were  contrary  minded,  would 
never  receiue  iatiffa6lion,  vnleffe  matters  were  firft  reaioned  ;  and  that  it 
fhould  bring  a  fore  imputation  vpon  the  Aflembly  to  conclude  any  thing, 
which  had  not  been  firfl  debated  by  arguments,  vrged  the  difputing  of  the 
Articles,  which  was  of  the  reft  condefcended  vnto.  Then  it  being  pro- 
poned, if  they  would  take  the  faid  Articles  in  order,  or  beginne  with  the 
nioft  controverted,  they  agreed  vniformly  to  treat  of  kneeling  at  the  receiu- 
ing  of  the  holy  Sacrament  in  the  firft  place,  hoping  that  liitiffadlion  being 
giuen  in  that  Article,  the  lefTe  fcruple  fliould  be  made  to  the  reft. 

So  according  to  the  order,  two  were  named  to  difpute  that  Article,  to 
wit,  Do6lor  Henrie  Philip  and  Doctor  William  Forbes  for  the  one  fide  ; 
and  Mafter  William  Scot  and  Mafter  John  Carmichael  for  the  other  :  Thefe 
two  laft  named,  after  a  graue  proteftation  made  of  their  unwiliingnelFe  to 
be  heard  oppoling  to  any  matter,  for  the  which  his  Maieftie  feemed  fo  ear- 
neft,  excufed  themfelues  by  the  necelfity  of  the  commandment,  and  their 
ovvne  refolutions,  which  they  held  to  bee  well  grounded,  wifliing  that  no 
offence  might  be  taken  at  their  fpeeches,  which  they  fhould  be  carefuU  of, 
and  fay  nothing  but  with  that  reuerence  which  become  them  in  fo  hon- 
ourable an  hearing.  And  then  adding,  that  the  contrary  order  had  beene 
long  kept  in  this  Church  with  great  profit,  and  the  comfort  of  many  good 
Chriftians  :  if  now  any  would  preaffe  to  abolith  that  which  had  been  in 
force,  and  draw  in  things  not  yet  receiued,  they  bee  holden  to  prooue, 
eyther  that  the  things  vrged  were  neceftary  and  expedient  for  our  Church ; 
or  the  order  hitherto  kept,  not  meet  to  be  retained.     And  for  this  purpofe 
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they  alleadged  a  paCfage  of  Mailer  Hooker,  in  his  Preface  before  the  Bookes 
of  Eccleliafticall  Policie,  wherein  hee  craues,  that  lUch  as  feeke  the  refor- 
mation of  Orders  Ecclefiaflicall  in  the  Church  of  England,  fliould  content 
themfelues  with  the  opponents  part,  and  be  fubie6l  to  prooue  thefe  two 
things  mentioned.  It  was  replyed,  that  the  difference  of  their  cafe  and 
ours  was  great :  for  there  a  few  priuate  men  defired  the  Laws  puhlickely 
eftablilhed  to  bee  inuerted,  and  it  was  good  reafon,  that  fuch  fliould  bee 
put  to  their  confirmation  of  what  they  proponed  :  but  heere  the  Prince, 
that  by  himfelfe  had  power  to  reforme  fuch  things  as  were  amilTe  in  the 
outward  policie,  required  to  haue  the  change  made  :  and  therefore  it  con- 
cerned them  to  bring  reafons,  why  his  Maiellies  propofitions  ought  not  to 
bee  granted.  This  they  declined  for  a  great  while,  ilill  protelling  the 
reuerence  they  beare  to  his  Maiellies  commandments  ;  and  without  men- 
tioning that  which  they  would  not  oppofe  in  Theli,  they  wiHied  this  quef- 
tion  to  be  real'oned  :  Whether  kneeling,  or  fitting  at  the  Communion  were 
the  fitter  gefture. 

It  was  anfwered,  that  the  quellion  could  bee  no  other  wayes  proponed 
then  thus :  His  Maiellie  deilres  our  gefture  of  fitting  at  the  Communion 
to  be  changed  into  kneeling :  Whj^  ought  not  the  fame  to  be  done  ?  If 
it  could  bee  fliewed  by  the  Word,  or  by  any  necelTary  confequent  deduced 
out  of  the  lame,  that  his  alteration  craued,  ought  not  to  bee  granted,  be- 
caufe  impious  or  vnlawfuU,  that  fhould  be  enough  humbly  to  decline  the 
delire  :  and  if  otherwayes  they  could  bring  no  argument  to  the  contrary, 
a  neceflitie  lay  vpon  vs  to  obey. 

An  houre  or  more  was  fpent  in  fuch  ipeeches,  they  declining  flill  to  giue 
any  argument,  and  offering  themfelues  to  anfwer  fuch  reafons,  as  any  man 
would  propone  for  the  alteration  delired  :  whereupon  the  Archbifliop  of 
Saint  Andrewes  faid,  that  if  none  would  reafon,  he  would  put  the  Articles 
to  voyces. 

Then  they  proponed,  that  reafoning  Ihould  bee  publicke,  and  in  face  of 
the  whole  Affembly  :  It  was  replyed,  that  nothing  (hould  be  in  Conference 
concluded  to  the  preiudice  of  the  Affembly  ;  alwayes  matters  muft  firfl  be 
brought  to  fome  point  in  the  Conference,  and  thereafter  proponed  to  tlie 
whole  number,  who  fliould  be  heard  to  reafon  of  new,  if  he  lifted. 

Hereupon  they  refolued  to  fall  into  difpute,  and  firft,  Mafter  John  Car- 
michael  brouglit  an  argument  from  the  cuftome  and  pradlice  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  which  had  beene  long  obferued,  and  ought  not  to  be  altered, 
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except  the  inconuenience  of  the  prefent  order  were  flievved,  and  the  defired 
geilure  qualified  to  bee  better.  It  was  anfwered,  that  howeuer  the  arg-u- 
ment  held  good  againft  the  motions  of  priuat  men,  yet  his  Maieftie  requir- 
ing the  pra6lice  to  be  changed,  matters  behoued  to  admit  a  new  confidera- 
tion  ;  and  that  becaufe  it  was  the  Prince  his  priuiledge,  that  had  the  con- 
feruation  and  cuilodie,  as  well  of  the  Church,  as  of  the  Commonwealth, 
to  call  in  queftion  Cuftomes  and  Statutes  which  he  perceiued  to  breed  any 
inconuenience  in  the  ftate,  euen  by  himfelfe,  it  could  not  bee  denyed,  that 
in  a  Church  AlFembly,  fuch  as  that  was,  his  Maieftie  might  lawfully  craue 
an  innouation  of  any  Church  Rite,  which  hee  efteemed  not  to  be  conue- 
nient  for  the  time. 

From  this  argument,  they  went  to  another  of  Chrift  and  the  Difciples 
fitting  at  the  tirft  inftitution  ;  in  difcuffing  whereof,  they  were  brought  to 
acknowledge  the  gefture  not  to  bee  of  the  eflence  of  the  Sacrament,  but 
alterable  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Church  :  Only  they  held  the  cullome  for- 
merly receiued  to  bee  the  better. 

This  was  the  proceeding  of  the  firft,  Conference,  wherein  becaufe  matters 
could  not  be  brought  to  any  point,  continuation  was  made  to  the  morrow 
after,  and  they  warned  to  meete  again  at  eight  of  the  cloke  in  the 
morning. 


Wednefday  the  26  of  Auguft. 

The  Conference  being  met  as  was  appointed,  after  inuocation  of  the 
Name  of  God,  the  Reafoners  were  defired  to  proceed  where  they  had  left 
the  night  before,  and  not  to  triffle  time  with  Ipeeches  of  fmall  confequence. 
The  reafoning  continued  from  eight  vnto  eleuen  of  the  cloke.  And  when 
the  whole  reafons  proponed  by  the  two  forenamed,  were  in  the  iudgement 
of  all  men  fatiffied  ;  others  were  required,  and  had  place  giuen  them  to 
propone  their  arguments  alfo,  which  was  done  in  good  order,  and  with 
luch  modeftie  as  could  be  wifhed. 

The  Archbifliop  defired  thefe  of  the  Conference,  to  giue  their  iudgement 
in  the  matter  reafoned.  They  opponed,  that  the  cuftome  was  not  to  vote 
in  Conference  any  matter,  before  it  were  brought  to  the  full  Affembly  ; 
but  it  was  proued  otherwife  by  thefe  who  had  frequented  the  AfTemblies, 
both  of  old  and  in  the  latter  times  ;  as  likewife  it  was  told  them,  that  thefe 
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Conferences  refembled  the  meeting  of  the  Lords  of  Articles  in  Parliament, 
where  matters  are  accuftoraeJ  to  bee  2)repared  and  put  in  order,  before 
they  bee  proponed  to  the  whole  State  :  and  that  the  voting  in  Conference 
was  by  way  of  aduice  onely,  and  not  to  determine  ;  the  power  whereof  be- 
longed onely  to  the  Affembly.  This  being  acknowledged  by  the  whole 
number  to  bee  fo,  they  offered  that  were  prefent,  to  giue  their  owne  iudge- 
ment  without  preiudging  the  Affembly  ;  as  accordingly  they  did  :  The 
whole  number,  fome  ten  or  eleuen  excepted,  declaring  that  by  the  reafons 
proponed,  or  any  thing  elfe  they  conceiued,  they  could  not  deny,  but  a 
change  might  bee  made  of  the  geflure  in  receiuing  the  holy  Sacrament ; 
and  that  it  Teemed  conuenient  for  the  Church  to  embrace  the  Article  pro- 
poned by  his  Maieftie  about  kneeling,  in  regard  of  his  defire  and  refolution 
to  haue  the  fame  forme  here  eftabliflied. 

After  the  aduice  concluded  to  bee  giuen  to  the  Affembly  in  this  point,  it 
Avas  thought  meet,  that  the  Article  prefently  reafoned,  with  the  other  Arti- 
cles proponed  by  his  Maieilie,  Iliould  all  of  them  be  formed  in  the  bell  and 
moll  agreeable  words  that  could  be  deuifed,  for  remouing  all  offence  that 
might  bee  taken  at  the  fame,  and  no  aduantage  giuen  to  the  aduerfaries  of 
the  Truth  :  and  to  this  effefil  were  named  fome  graue  and  wife  Brethren, 
who  were  defired  to  haue  the  fame  in  readineffe  at  four  of  the  clocke  in  the 
afternoone  ;  it  being  thought  meit,  that  the  full  AlFembly  Qiould  not  meet 
before  Thurfday  again,   at  which  time  all  might  be  prepared. 


Wednefday  at  afternoone. 

Albeit  the  meeting  of  the  full  Affembly  was  defferred  to  the  next  daj', 
yet  that  afternoone,  the  whole  number  thronging  in,  whether  that  they 
were  not  aduertifed  of  the  delay,  or  that  they  delired  to  bee  prefent  with 
the  Conference,  came  thither  ;  which  the  Archbifliop  perceiuing,  he  tooke 
occafion  to  excufe  the  delay  of  meeting  with  them,  declaring  how  farre  they 
had  proceeded,  and  that  the  Conference  had  committed  the  Articles  to  bee 
formed  vnto  certayne  Brethren,  who  were  at  that  time  to  prefent  them  ; 
and  therefore  defn-ed  they  iliould  haue  patience  till  the  morrow,  and  leaue 
the  Conference  for  that  time  by  themfelues,  which  they  did. 

How  foone  they  were  remoued,  thefe  who  were  appointed  to  forme  the 
Articles,  being  inquired  what  they  had   done,   anfwered,   That  they  had 
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formed  the  Article  about  kneeling,  but  had  no  leifure  to  confider  of  the 
reft :  This  being  read,  which  they  had  put  in  forme,  was  well  liked  of,  and 
they  required  to  haue  the  reft  in  readineffe  at  the  time  of  the  Afferablies 
meeting  the  next  day. 

The  I'eft  of  that  afternoone  was  fpent  in  the  deuifing  of  fome  overture 
for  the  reftraining  of  Simony,  to  bee  proponed  to  the  whole  Affembly, 
which  the  next  day  after  was  by  vniuerfall  confent  allowed  :  As  likewife, 
the  Commiffion  for  the  planting  of  the  Church  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  the 
forming  of  the  Booke  of  Common  Prayers  ;  and  extra6ling  of  the  Canons 
of  the  Church.     And  thus  ended  this  Conference. 


Thurfday  the  27  of  Auguft. 

That  day  being  an  ordinary  day  of  preaching,  a  Sermon  was  made  by 
the  reuerend  Father  in  God  William  late  Bifbop  of  Galloway. 

The  Aflembly  being  met  in  full  number,  to  take  fome  conclufion  in  the 
bufinefle,  for  which  they  were  conuened,  after  inuocation  of  the  Name  of 
God,  it  was  declared  vnto  them,  that  by  the  labours  of  the  Conference  in 
their  private  meetings,  the  Articles  proponed  by  his  Majeftie  were  brought 
and  reduced  into  that  forme,  as  it  refted  for  the  Affembly  to  confider, 
whether  or  not  the  fame  Qiould  be  receiued  in  our  Church  ;  and  to  moue 
them  the  rather  to  condefcend,  his  Maiefties  refolution  to  haue  the  Articles 
receiued,  was  declared,  and  how  no  other  anfwere  could  latiffie,  but 
granting  of  the  faid  Articles.  They  were  likewife  remembered  of  their 
promifes  made  to  his  Maiefties  felfe  at  Saint  Andrewes,  and  in  the  laft 
Generall  Affembly,  and  had  the  lawfulneffe,  and  indifferencie  of  Ihefe  mat- 
ters at  length  of  new  expounded  vnto  them  ;  neither  was  any  of  their  com- 
mon pretexts  left  vnanfwered,  place  being  giuen  to  all  that  would  reafon 
againtt  any  one  of  the  Articles,  to  doe  the  fame.  And  while  fome  of  them 
infifted  by  long  fpeeches  to  haue  a  continuation  made  of  matters  to  another 
Affembly,  and  a  fupplication  fent  to  his  Majeftie  for  fome  longer  delay,  his 
Highneffe  Commiffioners  hauing  vrged  a  prefent  anfwere,  they  were  defired 
to  ceafe,  and  not  to  triffle  time  with  vnneceffary  fpeeches,  feeing  matters 
fliould  receiue  decifion  before  they  went  foorth  of  doores. 

Do6lor  Lindfey  his  anfwere,  being  pofed  on  confcience  to  declare   his 
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iudgemsnt  touching  kneeling  at  the  Sacrament,  was  this,  On  my  confcience 
I  neither  know  Scripture,  reafon,  nor  antiquitie,  that  enforceth  kneeling, 
fitting.  Handing,  or  paffing,  as  neceffary ;  but  thinke  them  all  indifferent  : 
and  therefore,  that  any  of  them  may  bee  lawfully  vfed,  when  it  is  found 
expedient.  And  confidering  nothing  to  be  more  expedient  for  the  weaie 
of  our  Church,  then  to  keepe  peace  with  our  gracious  Soueraigne,  and  not 
to  contend  for  fuch  matters,  I  iudge,  yeelding  to  his  HighneflTe  deiire  to 
bee  the  onely  beft. 

The  Minirters  with  modeft  importunity  infilled,  that  the  matters  depend- 
ing might  be  better  cleared  by  farther  realbning  and  advifement,  fo  much 
the  rather  becaufe  thefe  matters  had  not  been  reafoned  in  full  AlTembly, 
for  the  information  of  all  thefe  that  had  intereft.  And  fuppofe  all  this  had 
been  done  in  the  Conference  ;  yet  all  was  new  to  the  full  Affembly,  and 
ought  to  be  repeated  and  fully  difcuffed  for  information  of  all  voters. 
Many  Minlllers  had  not  fo  much  as  accefs  to  hear  or  propone  one  argu- 
ment. They  had  no  feats  provided  for  them  as  the  other  party  had.  After 
much  dealing,  and  many  carneft  fpeaches  and  defires  to  be  heard,  liberty 
was  granted  to  a  few,  but  with  fiich  checks  and  limitations  to  the  party 
that  preffed  to  propone  and  reaion,  that  quickly  they  were  cut  off,  and 
fourly  rebuked  ;  rather  borne  down  with  authority,  than  i'atiffied  with  rea- 
fon. His  Majefties  chief  Commilfioner,  Secretary  Hamiltoun,  and  the 
Archbifhop  flraitly  enjoyned  them,  either  to  propone  a  new  realbn,  or  elfe 
to  hold  their  peace,  when  as  the  argument  had  either  not  been  proponed 
in  Conference,  or  if  proponed  not  anfwered  ;  or  if  anfwered,  not  fuffered 
to  be  replyed  to.  In  a  word,  the  Archbilhop  profefled  plainly,  that  neither 
their  reafons  nor  their  number  fhould  carry  away  the  matter.  Thefe  Ar- 
ticles muft  be  concluded,  and  fhould  be  concluded  ;  although  there  were 
none  but  the  eleven  BiQiops,  with  the  authority  of  his  Majefties  Com- 
mifiioners,  they  fliall  impofe  them.  Some  velitation  there  was  about  holy 
dayes  ;  but  nothing  fpoken  of  the  three  other  Articles.  The  Kings  chief 
Commilfioner  and  the  Billiops  refolved  to  end  all  at  this  Selfion. 

The  Minifters  not  being  permitted  to  realbn,  and  piufue  their  arguments 
verbally  with  fuch  liberty  as  was  requifit,  and  fearing  preiudice  in  voting, 
gave  in  fome  Articles  in  writt,  to  be  confidered  before  the  five  Articles 
were  put  to  voting,  profelfing  they  were  ready  to  prefent  in  writt  particu- 
lar reafons  againit  every  one  of  the  faid  Articles.  The  prefenter  Mr  John 
Scringeour  Minifl,er  at  Kinghorne  was  commanded  to  fubfcribe  them,  and 
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was  rebuked  as  not  having  Commiinon.  They  fufpefiled  he  was  toprefent 
a  Proteftation  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  AiFembly ;  for  preventing 
whereof  they  had  declaimed  before  againft  the  Proteftation,  fubfcribed  at 
the  laft  Parliament,  as  treafonable  and  feditious.  But  when  he  was  per- 
ceived to  leek  a  pen  to  fubfcribe,  the  Archbilliop  receiued  them  out  of  his 
hands,  and  defired  the  Clerk  of  the  Affembly  to  read  the  fame.  Two  of 
them  were  read,  and  when  they  were  perceiued  to  contain  no  matter  of 
moment,  or  any  new  thing,  which  had  not  been  before  talked  of,  they  were 
call  by,  as  not  deferuing  any  conlideration. 


The  Articles  prefented  to  the  AfTembly,  Auguft  27.    With  fome 
quotations,  added  for  confirmation. 

For  as  much  as  we  haue  been  debarred  of  accefTe,  and  from  hearing  the 
proceedings  of  the  Conference,  their  reafonings,  conliiltations  and  aduife- 
nients,  anent  the  Articles  proponed  to  this  General  Affembly  ;  whereof  all, 
and  euery  one  of  them  fo  nearly  touches  vs,  in  our  Chriftian  refolution, 
and  offices  of  our  Miniilry  :  in  moft  humble  manner  wee  prefent  to  your 
conlideration  the  particulars  hereafter  fpecified,  in  the  feare  of  God,  intreat- 
ing  your  favourable  anfwcre  to  the  fame. 

1.  The  articles  proponed,  if  they  be  concluded,  tliey  doe  innouate,  and 
bring  vnder  the  flander  of  change  the  eftate  of  this  Church,  fo  aduifedly 
eftabliflied  by  Eccleliaflicall  Conftitutions,  A6ls  of  Parliament,  approbation 
of  other  Kirks,  and  good  liking  of  the  beft  reformed  Kirks  without  and 
within  this  Kingdome,  and  fo  euidently  bleffed  with  happy  fuccelle,  and 
fenfible  experience  of  Gods  greateft  benefits,  by  the  fpace  of  fiftie  eight 
yeares  and  aboue  ;  fo  that  wee  may  boldly  fay  to  the  praife  of  God,  That 
no  Church  hath  enioyed  the  truth  and  puritie  of  Religion  in  larger  libertie. 
And  vpon  fonie  liicli  confiderations,  it  pleafed  his  gracious  Maieftie  to 
continue  the  Church  of  England  in  her  eftablilhed  eftate,  as  may  bee  feene 
in  the  Conference  at  Hampton  Court,  and  Thomas  Sparke  his  booke  writ- 
ten thereupon.  Ipfa  quippe  mutatio,  etiam  quae  adiuuat  vtilitate,  nouitate 
perturbat :  quapropter  quae  utilis  non  eft,  perturbatione  infru6tuofa  confe- 
quenter  noxia  eft,  faith  Auguftine,  Epift.  118.  that  is,  Euen  a  change  that 
is  helpefull  for  vtilitie,  perturbeth  with  the  noueltie :  Wherefore,  confe- 
quently,  a  change  that  is  not  profitable,   is  noyfonie  through  fruitlefle  per- 
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turbation.     Rather  a  Church  with  fome  fault  then  ftill  a  change,   it  is  faid 
in  the  Conference  at  Hampton  Court. 

2.  The  receiuing  againe  of  thefe  Articles  fo  iuilly  reiedled,  and  fo  care- 
fully and  long  kept  forth  of  this  Kirk,  grieueth  the  reformed  Profeflburs 
tenderly  aflPedled  to  our  reformation,  and  giueth  occafion  to  our  aduerfa- 
ries  to  reproue  our  feparation  from  them,  of  ralhneffe,  leuitie  and  incon- 
ftancie ;  and  not  only  hindereth  their  conuerllon,  but  ftrengthneth  their 
hope  of  our  further  conformitie  with  them.  Quoties  non  mutarunt  fuam 
quifque  fententiam  ?  Quod  aedificant  hodie,  eras  deftruunt ;  hodie  lapv- 
dem  locant  in  fundamentum,  caementoque  confirmant,  quem  poftero  die 
eruunt  et  conterunt.  Ubique  revocationes,  emendationes,  novi  foetus,  aliae 
atque  aliae,  quoties  nova  fententia  placet,  affertiones  :  alius  deturbat  alium, 
confufio  confufioni  permifcetur ;  atque  interim  fcitiditur  incertum  ftudia  in 
contraria  vulgus.  Nee  adhuc  cernimus  aliud  ;  et  quis  ni(i  mente  captus 
dicat,  iftiufmodi  artifices  reaedificare  Ecclefiam  Dei  ;  quibus  omnia  incerta, 
fluxa,  inllabilia,  contraria ;  quibus  nulla  dogmatura  conftantia,  nulla  ani- 
morum  confenlio  ?  Antididagraa  Coloniens.  Pag.  4.  That  is.  How  oft 
have  they  not  changed  every  one  their  opinion  ?  That  which  they  build  to 
day,  they  demolifli  to  morrow  :  They  place  this  day  a  Hone  for  a  founda- 
tion, and  make  it  fure  with  mortar,  which  they  pull  up  the  day  following, 
and  bruife  in  pieces.  Every  where  there  is  revocations,  correfilions,  new 
births,  diverfe  affertions,  as  oft  as  a  new  opinion  pleafeth  any  of  them  ; 
one  throweth  doun  another  ;  confufion  is  mingled  with  confufion  ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  the  doubtful  vulgar  are  levered  in  contrary  fa6lions.  Nei- 
ther yet  doe  we  perceive  any  other  thing  :  And  who  will  lay,  except  fuch 
an  one  is  beiide  himfelf,  that  fuch  artifans  reedifie  the  Kirk  of  God,  to  whom 
all  things  are  uncertain,  flowing,  unliable,  contrarious,  who  have  no  con- 
llancy  in  the  heads  of  Do6lrine,  no  confent  of  minds  ? 

3.  They  cannot  ftand  in  one  profelFion  with  brothei'ly  kindnefs,  peace, 
and  loue,  which  muft  bee  tenderly  kept  amongft  the  members  of  Chrifts 
body,  as  the  fame  coniifteth  of  ftronger  and  more  infirme  ;  as  may  appeare 
in  the  Apoftolicall  Rules  following.  1.  All  things  are  lawfull  to  me,  but 
all  things  are  not  profitable.  I  may  doe  all  things,  but  I  will  not  be 
brought  vnder  the  power  of  any  thing.  2.  Let  every  man  be  fully  per- 
fwaded  in  his  own  minde.  3.  Whatfoeuer  is  not  of  faith  is  fin.  4.  Let  euerr 
one  vnderftand  according  to  fobriety,  as  God  hath  dealt  to  euery  man  the 
meafure  of  faith.     5.  Take  heed,  left  by  any  means  this  power  of  yours  be 
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an  occalion  of  falling  to  them  that  are  weak.  6.  Through  thy  knowledge 
fhall  thy  weak  brother  fall,  for  whom  Chrift  died.  7-  When  ye  fin  againft 
the  brethren,  and  wound  their  weak  confciences,  ye  lin  againft  Chrift. 
8.  Whatfoeuer  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.  9.  Giue  no  offence, 
neither  to  the  Jew,  nor  to  the  Grecian,  nor  to  the  Kirk  of  God.  10. 
Pleafe  all  men  in  all  things,  not  feeking  your  own  profit,  but  the  profit  of 
many,  that  they  maybe  laved.  11.  Caufe  not  your  commodity  to  be  evil 
fpoken  of.  1'2.  Let  all  things  be  done  honeftly,  and  in  order.  Things 
indifferent  (put  the  cafe  mans  inventions  were  of  that  nature)  in  the 
cafe  of  fcandal,  ceafe  to  be  indifferent,  and  are  as  things  moral.  Perkins 
Gal.  2.  S. 

4.  They  giue  way  to  humane  inuentions,  and  bring  the  wrong  key 
there,  of  mans  wit  and  will,  within  the  houfe  of  God,  whereby  toyes  and 
trifBing  ceremonies  in  number  and  force  are  multiplyed,  as  mens  wits  are 
variable  to  inuent.     Who  requireth  thefe  things  at  your  hands? 

5.  The  admitting  of  fome  openeth  the  doore  to  the  reft,  and  the  multi- 
tude of  fuch  make  vs  inferiour  to  the  Jewes  in  two  refpedls.  1.  Their 
ceremonies  were  all  divine.  2.  In  number  fewer  then  rituall  Chriftians  do 
obferue  betwixt  the  Pafche  and  the  Pentecoft.  Gerfon  complayneth, 
Quod  multitudine  leuiflimarum  ceremoniarum  vis  omnis  Spiritus  San6ti, 
quem  in  nobis  vigere  oportuit,  et  vera  pietas  fit  extin6la :  That  with  the 
multitude  of  friuolous  ceremonies,  true  pietie  was  extinguiflied,  and  the 
force  of  the  Spirit,  which  ought  to  be  epowerfuU  in  vs.  Jewel.  Apollog. 
p.  116.  Sed  quamvis  hoc  neque  inveniri  pofTit,  quomodo  contra  fidem  funt, 
ipfam  tamen  Religionem  fervilibus  oneribus  premunt,  ut  tolerabilior  fit  con- 
ditio Judaeorum,  qui,  etiamfi  tempus  libertatis  non  agnoverint,  legalibus 
tamen  iarcinis,  non  humanis  praefumptionibus  fubjiciuntur.  Auguft.  Epift. 
119.  Howbeit  it  cannot  bee  found,  how  they  are  contrary  to  the  faith  ; 
yet  they  preffe  downe  Religion  it  felfe  with  feruile  burthens,  fo  that  the 
eftate  of  the  Jewes  is  more  tolerable,  who,  howbeit  they  did  not  acknow- 
ledge the  time  of  their  liberty,  are  fubie6t  notwithftanding  to  the  burthens 
of  the  Law,  not  to  the  prefumptions  of  man.  Quanto  magis  accedit  cumulo 
rituum  in  Ecclelia,  tanto  magis  detrahitur  non  tantum  libertati  Chriftianae, 
fed  et  Chrifto,  et  ejus  fidei.  Confefs.  Orthod.  Cap.  27.  that  is.  The  more  that 
the  heape  of  rites  and  ceremonies  in  the  Kirk  increafeth,  the  more  is  dero- 
gated, not  onely  from  Chriflian  libertie,  but  alfo  from  Chrift,  and  his  faith. 
Learned  and  graue  men  may  like  better  of  the  fingle  forme  of  Policie  in 

7h 
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our  Kirk,  then  of  the  many  ceremonies  of  the   Kirk  of  England.     Epilt. 
before  Bafilicon  Doron. 

6.  They  hinder  edification  ;  for  how  much  time  and  zeale  Ihall  bee 
fpent  vpoii  the  inbringing  and  eflablifliing  of  thefe,  as  much  leilure  and  op- 
portunity fliall  Satan  get  to  fow  and  water  the  tares  of  atheifm,  fchifme, 
popery,  and  diffention.  Confider  the  fentences  following.  1.  Let  us  proceed 
by  one  rule,  that  we  may  mind  one  thing.  Phil.  3.  16.  2.  Let  us  follow 
the  truth  in  lone,  and  in  all  things  grow  up  in  him,  who  is  the  head,  that 
is,  Chrill.  Ephes.  4.  15.  3.  Give  no  place  to  the  Devil.  4.  If  ye  be 
otherwife  minded,  God  fliall  reveal  the  fame  to  you.  5.  Feed  my  flieep. 
G.  Take  heed  unto  yourfelves,  and  unto  the  flock.  J.  Let  no  root  of 
bitternefs  fpring  up  to  trouble  you.  8.  Fulfill  my  joy,  that  ye  may  be  like 
minded,  having  the  fame  loue,  being  of  one  accord,  and  of  one  judgement, 
that  nothing  be  done  through  contention  and  vain  glory  ;  but  that  in  meek- 
nefs  of  mind  every  man  elleem  other  better  than  himfelf.  9.  Do  all  things 
Ni'ithout  murmuring  and  reafoning.  10.  It  was  needfull  for  me  to  write 
unto  you,  that  ye  fliould  earneftly  contend  for  the  faith  which  was  once 
delivered  to  the  Saints.  1 1.  While  men  fleept  the  enemy  came,  and  lowed 
his  tares  among  the  wheat,  and  went  his  way. 

7.  Matters  of  that  nature  bring  ineuitably  with  them  difputations,  divi- 
iions,  contentions,  as  may  be  feen  in  all  Kirks,  where  fuch  coals  of  conten- 
tion get  entrie.  The  Pafcha  of  the  Primitive  Kirk,  the  Interim  of  Ger- 
many, the  rent  of  the  Kirk  of  England,  our  oun  experience  lince  the  ftrife 
of  the  External  Gubernation  began  among  us,  &c. 

8.  They  bring  a  fenfible  blot,  either  vpon  the  happie  memory  of  our 
godly  and  wife  predecelTors,  in  fo  farre  as  wee  depart  from  that  reforma- 
tion, fo  wifely  brought  in,  appointed  and  eftabliflied  by  them  ;  or  elfe  vpon 
our  i'elues,  by  refuming  againe  of  dangerous  fuperfluities,  without  reafon, 
reiefiled  by  them  for  weighty  and  neceffary  caufes.  Magnum  eft  hoc  Dei 
munus,  quod  una  et  Religionera  puram,  et  eutaxian,  Do6lrinae  videlicet 
retinendae  vinculum,  in  Scotiam  intuliftis  :  Sic  obfecro  et  obteftor,  hacc 
duo  limul  retinete,  iit,  luio  amiffo,  alterum  non  diu  permanere  polTe  femper 
memineritis.  Beza  Epift.  to  Mr  Knox.  This  is  a  great  benefit  of  God, 
that  ye  haue  brought  into  Scotland  true  Religion,  and  good  order,  the 
band  that  retaineth  Dodlrine,  at  one  time  :  So  I  befeech  you  and  obtefl, 
that  you  retaine  thefe  two  together  ;  fo  that  ye  remember,  that  if  the  one 
be  loft,  the  other  cannot  long  endure.     And  again  he  faith,   Quam   re6te 


161S.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  1163 

illud,  quod  difciplinam  fimul  cum  do6lrina  conjungitis  :  Obl'ecro  et  obteflor 
ut  ita  pergatis,  ne  vobis  idem,  quod  tam  multis,  eveniat,  ut  qui  in  limine 
impegerunt,  progredi  non  poffint ;  imo  etiani  interdum  ne  velint  quidem, 
quod  longe  miferrimum  eft.  How  well  was  that  done,  that  yee  conioyned 
do6lrine  and  difcipline  together.  I  befeech  you,  and  obteft,  that  yee  goe 
forward,  left  it  happen  to  you,  which  has  befallen  to  many  that  could  not 
make  a  progrefl'e,  having  ftumbled  in  the  very  entry  ;  yea  fometime  were 
not  willing,  which  is  moft  lamentable. 

9.  They  fet  loofe  the  filthy  raindes  and  mouthes  of  fleflily  liuers,  to  tri- 
umph againft  the  moft  found  and  heft  reformed  ProfefTors,  and  to  rejoyce 
in  their  rotten  opinions,  and  reftored  opportunities  of  fenfual  obferuations 
of  gulfing,  gluttony,  carrells,  &c. 

10.  They  are  declared  by  this  Church  to  bee  contrary  do6lrinc,  as  may 
bee  feene  in  the  firft,  fecond,  and  third  Chapters  of  the  firft  booko  of  Dif- 
cipline, in  thefe  words :  We  iudge  that  all  do6lrine  repugnant  to  the 
Euangell,  fliould  bee  vtterly  fuppreifed,  as  damnable  to  mans  faluation. 
In  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  we  affirm  that  all  things,  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  inftru6lion  of  the  Kirk,  and  to  make  the  man  of  God  per- 
fedl,  are  contained  and  fufficiently  exprefted.  By  contrary  do6lrine,  wee 
vnderftand  whatfoeuer  men  by  Lawes,  Councells,  or  Conflitutions,  haue 
impofed  on  the  confciences  of  men,  without  the  expreiie  commandement  of 
Gods  Word,  as  keeping  of  holy  dayes  commanded  by  man,  the  feaft  of 
Chriftmafs,  and  other  feafts,  &c. 

11.  The  Commiftioners  of  Prefljytries  here  afferabled,  fufficiently  under- 
ftand,  that  neither  the  Preft)ytries,  from  whom  they  have  their  Commiffions, 
nor  the  particular  Churches  of  this  Realme,  either  require,  are  willing,  or 
confent  to  admit  thefe  novations.  Confitentur  Theologi,  nil  effe  per 
Synodos  Ecclefiis  invitis  obtrudendum.  The  Diuines  confeffe,  that  no- 
thing fliould  be  obtruded  vpon  Churches  by  Synods,  againft  their  will. 

12.  The  Commiftioners  of  Prelbytries  here  afl'embled,  vnderftanding  the 
alienation  of  them,  from  whom  they  receiued  their  CommiOion,  from  thefe 
Articles,  can  by  no  warrant  bind  nor  oblige  their  vnwilling  Prefljytries  and 
Congregations  to  their  votes.  Ecclefiam  difl'entientem  et  inuitam  obligare 
quis  poteft  ?  Who  can  binde  a  Kirk  difaffenting  and  vnwilling  ? 

13.  There  ftand  in  force  diuerfe  A6ls  of  Parliament  in  fauours  of  our 
prefent  order,  Jacob.  6.  Pari.  1.  cap.  S.  Ja.  6.  Pari.  6.  cap.  68.  and  cap.  69. 
Item,  the  firft  A61  of  the  Parliament  1592. 
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14.  The  Minifters  of  this  Clmrch,  by  order  of  the  fume  printed  and  in- 
ferted  before  the  Pfalme  Booke,  at  their  admiffions  refpe6liue,  promife  in  the 
prefence  of  God,  and  of  the  Congregation  affembled,  to  abhorre  and  vtterly 
refufe  all  Do6trine  alledged  neceffary  to  faluation,  that  is  not  ekpreffly  con- 
tained in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament ;  and  according  to  the  graces  and 
utterances  that  God  fliall  grant  to  them,  to  profefs,  inftrn6l,  and  maintain 
the  purity  of  the  Do6lrine  contained  in  the  facred  Word  of  God  ;  and  to 
the  uttermofl  of  their  power  to  gainftand  and  convince  the  gainfayers,  and 
teachers  of  mens  inventions.  Item,  To  fubmitt  themfelves  moft  willingly 
to  the  wholfonie  Difcipline  of  this  Kirk,  by  the  which  they  were  then 
called  to  their  office  and  charge,  promilfing  in  Gods  prefence  obedience  to 
all  admonitions,  fecretly  or  piiblickly  given,  &c. 

15.  The  Subfcribers  of  the  Confeflion  of  Faith  be  their  oath  therein 
contained,  promife  and  fwcare  to  continue  in  the  obedience  of  the  do6lrine 
and  difcipline  of  this  Church,  and  to  defend  the  fame  according  to  their 
vocation  and  power  all  the  days  of  their  Hues,  under  the  pains  contained 
in  the  Law,  and  danger  both  of  body  and  foul  in  the  day  of  Gods  fearful! 
judgment :  and  to  abhorre  and  deteft  all  contrary  religions  ;  but  chiefly  all 
kind  of  Papiflry  in  general,  even  as  they  are  now  damned  and  confuted 
by  the  Word  of  God,  and  Kirk  of  Scotland  :  but  in  fpecial  the  Popes  five 
baftard  Sacraments,  whereof  Confirmation  is  one  ;  with  all  rites,  ceremo- 
nies, and  falfe  do6lrines,  added  to  the  true  Sacraments  Avithout  the  Word 
of  God  ;  his  aljiblute  necelFity  of  Baptifm,  &c.  Which  ConfelRon,  and 
pra6tice  following  thereupon,  is  come  to  the  eyes  of  the  World  in  print, 
and  foleninly  renewed  in  the  Covenant  celebrated  in  the  General  and 
Provincial  AHemhlies,  Prefbytries,  and  Kirk  Senions,  in  the  year  of  God 
1596.  And  how  Iball  any  man  be  heard  to  fpeak  againft  that  whereunto 
he  hath  formerly  fworn  and  fubfcribed  ? 

The  Minifters  moft  humbly  and  earneftly  requiefted  the  Kings  Com- 
miftioners,  that  the  concluding  of  the  Articles  might  be  continued,  till 
their  reafons  were  fent  in  writt  to  his  Majefty,  and  his  anfwer  returned. 
But  their  humble  requieft  was  refufed. 

Before  the  roll  was  called,  his  Majefties  Letter  was  read  againe  in  oj)en 
audience  of  the  Afl"embly  ;  to  the  end  they  might  lee  his  earneftnefs  about 
the  fame  matters,  and  the  latl  impreflion  might  incline  the  voters  to 
confent. 
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The  Miniilers,  defenders  of  the  eltabliflied  order,  required  again,  that 
none  might  have  place  to  vote,  but  fucli  as  were  authorized  with  lawfull 
Commiffion.  But  this  order  was  not  admitted :  Yea,  the  Archbifliop  an- 
fwered,  thatif  all  Scotland  were  prefent  there,  they  fliould  vote. 

It  was  defired  by  fome,  That  the  Articles  might  be  feuerally  voted,  as 
many  would  agree  to  fome  of  them,  who  would  not  accept  of  all :  But  it 
was  thought  meetefl,  to  vote  them  in  cumulo,  becaufe  the  denying  of  one 
would  be  to  his  Maieftie,  as  the  denying  of  all. 

The  ArchbiQiop  took  the  roll  of  the  names  in  his  own  h;ind  from  the 
Clerk.  Firfl,  were  called  the  Kings  Commiffioners  and  the  AIFelFors  ;  then 
the  Noblemen,  Bifliops,  and  Barons  ;  then  the  Dodtors  and  Miniflers  ;  and 
laft  of  all  the  Burgeffes. 

In  end,  by  plurality  of  votes  the  fiue  Articles  were  concluded. 

1.  Seing  we  are  commanded  by  God  himfelf,  that  when  wee  come  to 
worlliip  him,  we  fall  doun  and  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker  ;  and  con- 
liddering  withall,  that  there  is  no  part  of  divine  worQiip  more  heavenly 
and  fpiritual,  then  is  the  holy  receiving  of  the  bleffed  body  and  blood  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrill ;  like  as  the  mod  humble  and  reverend 
gefture  of  the  body,  in  our  meditation  and  lifting  up  of  our  hearts,  bed  be- 
cometh  fo  divine  and  facred  an  a6lion  :  Therefor,  notwithftanding  that  our 
Kirk  hath  ufed,  fince  the  Reformation  of  Religion,  to  celebrate  the  holy 
Communion  to  the  people  lilting,  by  reafon  of  the  great  ab.ufe  of  kneeling 
ufed  in  the  idolatrous  worflaip  of  the  Sacrament  by  the  Papifls  :  yet  now 
feeing  all  memory  of  by  pall  fuperilition  is  pall ;  in  reverence  of  God,  and 
in  due  regard  of  fo  divine  a  myiiery,  and  in  remembrance  of  fo  myllical 
an  union  as  we  are  made  partakers  of,  the  Affembly  thinketh  good,  that 
that  blelTed  Sacrament  be  celebrat  hereafter  meekly  and  reverently  upon 
their  knees. 

2.  Item,  If  any  good  Chriliian  vilited  with  long  licknel's,  and  known  to 
the  Paflor,  by  reafon  of  his  prefent  infirmity,  unable  to  refort  to  the  Kirk 
for  receiving  of  the  holy  Communion  ;  or  being  lick  fliall  declare  to  the 
Pallor  upon  his  confcience,  that  he  thinks  his  ficknefs  to  be  deadly,  and 
fliall  earneftly  delire  to  receive  the  lame  in  his  lioufe,  the  Minilter  fliall 
not  deny  to  him  fo  great  a  comfort,  lawfull  warning  being  given  to  him  the 
night  before  ;  and  that  there  be  three  or  four  of  good  religion  and  conver- 
fation,  free  of  lawfull  impediments,  prefent  with  the   fuk  perfon,  to  com- 
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municat  with  bim  ;  who  mull  alfo  provide  a  convenient  place  in  his  houfe, 
and  all  tl)ings  neceflary  for  the  reverend  adminillration  thereof,  according 
to  the  order  prefcribed  in  the  Kirk. 

3.  Item  the  Miniiler  fliall  often  admonifli  the  people,  that  they  deferr 
not  the  baptizing  of  infants  any  longer  then  the  next  Lords  day  after  the 
child  be  borne,  iinlefs  upon  a  great  and  reafonable  caufe  declared  to  the 
Minilter,  and  by  hiin  approved  :  As  alfo  they  fliall  warn  them,  that  with- 
out great  caufe  they  procure  not  their  children  to  be  baptized  at  home  in 
their  houles.  But  when  great  need  fliall  compell  them  to  baptize  in  privat 
houfes,  (in  which  cafe  the  Minifter  fliall  not  refufe  to  doe  it,  upon  the 
knowledge  of  the  great  need,  and  being  timely  required  thereto,)  the  bap- 
tifni  fliall  be  miniflred  after  the  fame  forme,  as  it  fliould  have  been  in  the 
congregation  :  and  the  Minifter  fliall  the  next  Lords  day  after  any  fuch 
privat  baptiiin,  declare  in  the  Kirk,  that  the  infant  was  baptized,  and  there- 
for ought  to  be  received  as  one  of  the  true  flock  of  Chrifts  fold. 

4.  Item,  For  as  much  as  one  of  the  mofl;  i'pecial  means  for  flaying  the 
increafe  of  Popery,  and  fettling  of  true  Religion  in  the  hearts  of  the  people 
is,  that  a  fpecial  care  be  taken  of  the  trial  of  young  children  their  educa- 
tion, and  how  they  are  catechized  ;  which  in  time  of  the  Primitive  Kirk 
was  moil  carefully  attended,  as  being  moil  profitable  to  caui'e  young  chil- 
dren, in  their  tender  years,  drink  in  the  knowledge  of  God  and  his  reli- 
gion ;  but  is  now  altogether  negledled,  in  reipedl  of  the  great  abufe  and 
errours  which  creept  into  the  Popifli  Kirk,  by  making  thereof  a  Sacrament 
of  Confirmation  :  Therefor,  that  all  luperflitions  builded  thereupon  may 
be  refcinded,  and  that  the  matter  itfelf  being  moft  necelFary  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  youth,  may  be  reduced  to  the  primitive  integrity,  it  is  thought 
good,  that  the  Minifter  in  every  paroch  fliall  catechize  all  young  children 
of  eight  years  of  age,  and  fee  that  they  have  the  knowledge,  and  be  able  to 
make  rehearfal  of  the  Lords  Prayer,  the  Belief,  and  ten  Commandments, 
with  anfwers  to  the  queftions  of  the  fmall  Catechifm  ufed  in  our  Kirk  : 
And  that  every  Bifliop  in  his  vifitation  fliall  cenfure  the  Minifter,  who  fliall 
be  found  reniifs  therein  ;  and  the  laid  Bifliops  fliall  caufe  the  laid  children 
to  be  prefented  before  them,  and  blels  them  with  prayer  for  increafe  of 
their  knowledge,  and  continuance  of  Gods  heavenly  graces  with  every  one 
of  them. 

5.  Item,   As  we  abhor  the  fuperftitious  obfervation  of  Feftivall  dayes  by 
the  Papifts,  and  deteft  all  licentious  and  profane  abufe  thereof  by  the  com- 
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mon  fort  of  profelFors  ;  fo  we  think,  that  the  ineftimable  benefits,  receivit 
from  God  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  his  Birth,  PalFion,  Refurredlion,  Af- 
cenfion,  and  Sending  down  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  were  commendably  and 
godly  remembered  at  certain  particular  dayes  and  times,  by  the  whole  Kirk 
of  the  world,  and  may  be  alio  now  :  Therefor  the  AlFembly  ordains,  that 
every  Minifter  Iliall  upon  thefe  dayes  have  the  commemoration  of  the  fore- 
faid  ineftimable  benefits  ;  and  make  choife  of  I'everal  and  pertinent  texts 
of  Scripture,  and  frame  their  do6trine  and  exhortation  thereto  ;  and  rebuke 
all  fiiperftitious  obfervation  and  licentious  profanation  thereof. 

The  Bifliop  proponed  an  A&,  to  be  made,  that  all  Minillers  at  their 
admiffion  fliould  fwear,  that  they  have  made  no  privat  pa6lion  for  diminu- 
tion of  the  ftipends,  modified  be  the  Comminioners  appointed  be  the  Par- 
liament. 

Item,  A  ratification  of  the  Catechilm  allowed  at  Aberdeen,  and  printed 
lince  with  Priviledge. 

Item,  That  every  Minifter  have  care,  that  the  A61  againft  beggers  be 
obferved  in  their  pariflies. 

Item,  That  Mr  William  Scot  and  Mr  Alexander  Henderfon  be  tranf- 
ported  to  Edinburgh. 
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Aikenhead,  David,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  1 143, 
1152. 

.\ikin,  William,  802. 

Aikman,  John,  minister  in  Kirkcudbright  Pres- 
bytery, 849,  850,  1090. 

Aikman,  Steven,  608-9- 

Air,  V,  Ayr. 

Aird,  Wilhani,  976. 

Airth,  (Bruce)  Laird  of,  763. 

Airth,  Laird  of  Leslie's  house,  71 6. 

Airthur,  Arthur,  William,  minister  in  Nithis. 
dadl,  970,  986,  999. 

Aittoun,  V.  Aytoun. 

Aittoun,  Robert,  of  Inchebemj-,  (Inchdarny,) 
551. 

Aldhamstocks,  minister  of,  150,  4S6,  v.  Hep- 
bume,  Hume. 

Aldjo,  Robert,  burgess  of  Paisley,  722. 

Alexander,  Christopher,  burgess  of  Stirling,  1 143. 

Alford,  Minister  of,  1017,  ».  Forbes. 

Allan,  Andrew,  vicar  of  Leuchars,  705,  719- 

Allan,  Robert,  minister,  649. 

Alloa,  Alloway,  chapel  of,  957,  958. 

Altrie,  Robert  Keith,  Lord,  754. 

Alves,  kirk  of,  63,  67I. 

Ancrum,  Ankrom,  minister  of,  364  ; — pai'son- 
age  of,  404,  420,  424,  425,  v.  Douglas, 
Johnston. 

Andersone,  Alexander,  Principall  in  College  of 
Old  Aberdem,  141-143. 

Anderson,  Andrew,  minister,  666. 
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Anderson,  James,  Minister  of  Beduchie,  (Ben- 
dochy,)  and  Kettins,  204,  256,  288, 355,  359, 
416,  435,  468,  470,  487,  526,  531,  539, 
618,  628,  637,  647-8,  656,  664,  700,  729, 
730,  737,  763,  975,  983. 

Anderson,  James,  810. 

Anderson,  John,  minister  of  Kirkpatrick,  302, 
394,  572-3. 

Angus,  (Forfarshire,)  kirks  of,  39,  416,  435, 
470. 

Angus,  ministry  of,  898  ; — papists  in,  718. 

Angus,  Presbyteries  of,  524,  549,  783,  789. 

Angus,  Superintendent  of,  13,  v.  Erskine. 

Angus,  Synod  of,  770,  803,  815. 

Angus,  Archibald,  Earl  of,  530,  704,  741. 

Angus,  Master  of,  784. 

Angus,  William,  Earl  of,  754,  755,  769,  773, 
774,822,  829,  830,  898,  900,  917,  921, 
964,  967,  981,  984,  985,  1025,  1050;— his 
childi'en,  1025  ; — his  lady,  v.  Oliphant. 

Ankrom,  v.  Ancrum. 

Ann,  the,  258,  259,  554. 

Annan,  Alexander,  826. 

Annand,  James,  minister  in  Orkney,  134,  I90, 
.358,  410,  435,  470. 

Annandale,  Commissioner  of,  416,  ».  Watson. 

Annandale,  kirks  of,  862,  997,  1053,  IO61. 

Annandale,  Sheriffdome  of,  756,  758. 

Anne  of  Denmark,  Queen,  v.  James  VI. 

Annexation,  Act  of,  v.  Parliament. 

Anstruther,  minister  of,  204,  223,  101 6,  v. 
Clark,  Davie. 

Anstruther,  Captaui  Robert,  458,  514. 

Anstruther,  John,  of  that  Ilk,  203. 

Answers  to  Articles,  v.  Articles,  Greivanoes. 

Apostate,  (Apostacy),  72,  197,  430,  432,  4£8, 
466,  469,  489,  602,  631,  803,  1117. 

Apostate  Lords,  820-42,  851,  853,  873-7, 
896-900,  917,  923,  928,  934,  952,  980-6, 
1048-51,  1067,  1130,  V.  Angus,  Errol, 
Hume,  Huntly  ; — their  Ladies,  9*8. 

Appellation  to  superior  court,  32,  158,  615,  66I, 
662;— to  civil  court,  192,  193,  351,  557-9. 

Arbrothe,  Aberbroth,  v.  Aberbrothock. 

Arbuthnet,  Robert,  feir  of  that  Ilk,  825. 


Arbuthnet,  Robert,  minister  of  Arbuthnot,   800. 

Arbuthnot,  Alexander,  Principal  of  King's  Col- 
lege, Aberdeen,  4,  113,  126,  238,  239,  245, 
262,  269,  281,  288-9,  290,  293,  296-304, 
307,  326,  332,  337,  346,  352,  355-62,  383, 
391-409,  430,  436,475,  522,  525,  53\,536, 
540.  544,  549,  566,  570,  578,  587,  6l2-l6, 
625,  634,  644. 

Arbuthnot,  Alexander,  bui'gess  of  Edinburgh, 
327-9,  443,  462. 

Arbuthnot,  Alexander,  minister  in  Sherriffdome 
of  Kincardine,  757. 

Ardmannath,  Presbytery  of,  1036. 

Ardrossan,  vicai'age  of,  153. 

Ardrosse,  Lady,  c.  Scott. 

Areskine,  v.  Erskine. 

Argyle,  Archibald,  Eai-1  of,  38,  40,  48,  77,  95, 
100,  101,  114,  148,  178,262,  27O;— Lord 
Chancellor,  291. 

Argyle,  Cohn,  Eail  of,  SOO,  314,  315,  332,  340, 
350,  S:,6; — Lord  Chancellor,  518,  519. 

Argyle,  Archibald,  Earl  of,  minor,  756. 

Argyle,  Lad)',  11 7,  262. 

Argyle,  bishop  of,  v.  Boyd,  Campbell. 

Argyle,  Diocie  of,  19,  470,  480,  1124; — Exer- 
cise (presbytery)  in,  661,  1038  ; — Sheriff- 
dome  of,  756,  758; — Superintendent  of,  13, 
V.  Carsewell ; — Synod  of,  66 1 ; — visitor  of, 
468. 

Aristotle,  opinions  of,  638-41. 

Amgask,  parochin  of,  972. 

Amot,  Andro,  Minister  of  Scotlandwell,  Q35-6. 

Arnot,  Sir  John,  798. 

Amot,  Robert,  73. 

Arran,  En-on,  Isle  of,  96 1. 

Arran,  James  Hamilton,  Earl  of,  462,  478,  604, 
619,  620. 

Arran,  Countess  and  Earl  of,  v.  Stewart. 

Arth,  [Firth  .?]  kirk  of,  597- 

Arthur,  John,  commissary  of  Edinburgh,  1079, 
1080,  1110. 

Articles  of  Faith,  of  Rehgion,  212,  281,  411, 
589,  693,  788,  V.  Confession. 

Articles  anent  printing  the  Bible,  327-330,  v. 
Bible. 
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Articles  presented  by  Knox,  2i7-9  ; — by  Sy- 
nod of  Fife,  94.5,  989;— of  Lothian,  535-8, 
635-6. 

Articles  proposed  by  State,  154; — at  Falkland, 
1045,  1095-S;— at  Leith,  207-36,  238, 
244-7,  264,  265,  288,  290,  (mutual  protes- 
tations,) 245,  246,  264  ; — at  Aberdeen, 
1 1 22  ;— -of  Perth,  1140,  1145-67,  v.  Confer- 
ences, Questions. 

Articles  proposed  by  the  Kirk  to  the  State,  5-11, 
14,  34,  43,  47,  53,  58-60,  66-69,  100,  IO6- 
10,  127-9,  139,  145,  147,  154,  ]  68-70, 
173,  187,  252-4,  304-7,  338-42,  387,388, 
404-8,  437,  460-2,  476-87,  586,  6OO-6, 
620,  625,  629-34,  641-4,  658,  684,  713, 
740,  796-9,  876,  V.  Grievances. 

Askirk,  person  of,  572,  v.  Cranston  ; — Personage 
of,  224  ; — Vicar  of,  720,  v.  Scot. 

Aslowan,  Laird  of,  v.  Caddell,  Calder. 

Assembly,  (General)  Universal  Kirk,   35,  36. 

Assembly,  appointed  its  own  Meetings,  7,  24,  64, 
133,  391,  411,  417,  807,  9i^,  et  passim  ; — 
called /fro  re  nata  by  Edinburgh  ministers,  38, 
64,  313,  570,  584,  606,  785  ; — called  or  pro- 
rogued by  the  King,  703,  948,  et passim. 

Assembly,  authority  (validity)  of,  204,  779, 
890,  924  ; — Clerk  of,  v.  Gray,  Nicolson, 
Philip,  Ritchie  ;— Liberty  of,  807,  1144, 
1151  ;— Prorogation  of,  948,  962,  973, 
1040-3; — Translation  of,  182,  269. 

Assembly,  meetings  of,  3,  8,  11,  13,  25,  31, 
38,  46,  52,  57,  65,  77,  82,  93,  100,  111, 
112,  123,  132,  134,  141,  156,  157,  175, 
184,  198,  203,  237,  243,  255,  269,  286, 
^Q9,  314,  331,  348,  364,  383,  392,  403, 
412,  418,  427,  449,  463,  473,  522,  548, 
576,  585,  612,  626,  645,  685,  703,  729, 
740,  745,  747,  762,  779,  786,  795,  8I9, 
846,  857,  889,  912,  913,  934,  949,  963, 
974,  1009,  1013,  1022,  1046,  1085,  III6, 
1140,  1143;— members  of,  7,  13,  124,  203, 
204,  292,  478,  480,  762-7,  947,  974-9,  989, 
1009,  1022,  1085-91,  V.  meetings  of; — mo- 
derators of,  38,  V.  meetings  of; — order,  vote 
in,  52,  124,  153,  157,  243,   263,  265,  331, 


406,  650,  819,947,  990,  1144,  1145,  1151, 
1165;— registers  of,  309,  311,379,  428,465, 
647,  686,  687,  692,  697,  mutilated,  465, 
474,  697;— yearly,  649,  801,  1095. 
Assembly,  Acts  of,  to  be  collected  and  revised 
for  publication,  149,  155,  177,  178,  262, 
265,  325,  566,  594-6,  614,  624,  627,  628, 
773,  815-7,  856,  913-4,  1025,  1054,  style 
of  enactment,  8 16,  817; — Addi-ess  of,  to  the 
King,  441  ; — Covenant  I'enewed  with  fasting 
in,  8C2,  869,  870,  V.  Commission,  Commis- 
sioner, Conference,  Jurisdiction,  Kirk,  Letters, 
Supplications,  Trial. 

Assembly,  provincial,  v.  Synod. 

Assessors,  383,  v.  Moderator,  Privy  Conference. 

Assignations  to  ministers,  82,  103-5,  125,  127, 
145, 147,  149,  183,  277-9,  306,  339,  553-6, 
643,  726,  V.  Stipends,  Thirds. 

Association,  with  England,  254,  6l3,  6l4; — 
with  Papists,  602. 

Atholl,  Eari  of,  270,  287,  300,  309,  314-7, 
331,  341 ; — Lord  Chancellor,  407,  411,  419, 
421,  43). 

Atholl,  Countess  of,  287,  317,  421,  551,  58S. 

Atholl,  Earl  of,  754,  824. 

Auchinleck,  Fleck,  Laird  of,  53 1 . 

Auehmleck,  George,  396. 

Auchinleck,  Patrick,  burgess  of  St.  Andrews, 
351,  416,  421,  435,  450,  459,  570. 

Auchinmoutie,  Auchmoutie,  Robert,  18. 

Auchinmoutie,  William,  minister  in  Teviotdaill, 
532,  539,  757,  766. 

Auchinpryour,  the  goodman  of,  721. 

Auchterarder,  625  ; — Presbytery  of,  814,  1037, 
1087. 

Auchtergaven,  625. 

Auchterlure,  land  of,  950. 

Auchtermoonsie,  kirk  of,  936. 

Auchtermowtie,  minister  of,  v.  Leslie. 

Auchtertule,  reader  at,  695,  f.  Chillane. 

Auchtertule,  thrids  of,  233. 

Auld  Roxburgh,  pei-son  of,  572,  v.  Betoun. 

Auld  Roxburgh,  personage  of,  224. 

Austin,  Owstein,  regent  in  King's  College,  Aber- 
deen, 141-3. 
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AjT,  Air,  minister  of,  225,  532,  539,  «■  Bimie, 

Porterfield  ; — personage  of,  224. 
Ayr,  Presbytery  of,  485,  6l8,  950,  1038. 
Ayr,  sheriff  of,  96  ; — sheriffdome  of,  397- 
Ayton,  Aittoun,  Laird  of,  836,  v.  Hume. 


[Baillie,  William,]  Lord  Provand,  president  of 
the  Session,  58,  224,  781. 

Balcanquall,  Ballingall,  Walter,  minister  of 
Edinburgh,  266,  333,  337,  513,  527-532, 
540-3,  594,  623-4,  637,  667-8,  685,  700, 
710,  730,  798,  838,  856,  859,  971-2,  976, 
980,  983,  995. 

BalcaiTas,  v.  Lindsay. 

Balcleugh,  Lord,  1057. 

Balcome,  David,  minister,  804. 

Balcomie,  Balcolmie,  Laird  of,  1022,  1143,  1152. 

Balfour,  Henry,  minister  of  Collessie,  970. 

Balfour,  Henry,  Prolocutor,  381. 

Balfour,  Sir  James,  Clerk  Register,  83  ; — presi- 
dent of  the  Session,  1 1 0. 

Balfour,  James,  minister  of  Guthrie,  260,  275, 
293,  459,  526,  539,  545,  552,  598,  605, 
620,  646,  648,  655,  666,  72.9,  730;— of 
Edinburgh,  765,  779,  786,  795,  849,  854-7, 
863,  872,  913,  971-2,  976,  979,  980. 

Balfour,  Sir  John,  of  Pettindroich,  77. 

Balfour,  John,  at  Cultis,  31. 

Balfour,  John,  minister,  1089- 

Balfour,  Patrick,  minister  in  Murray,  198,  349, 
355. 

Balfour,  Walter,  minister,  4. 

Balfom-,  William,  of  Burley,  855. 

Balfour,  William,  Leith,  203. 

Balfour,  William,  minister  in  Teviotdaill,  667, 
757. 

Balgay,  house  of,  830. 

Ballandyne,  Ballantyne,  v.  Bellenden. 

Ballingall,  v.  Balcanquall. 

Balmaine,  Balmany,  Laird  of,  v.  Ramsay. 

Balmanno,  Laird  of,  1143. 

Balmerinoch,  Abbot  of,  128. 

Balmerinoch,  Lord,  v.  Elphinstone. 

Balmerino,  minister  of,  28,  v.  Keith. 


Balnamoone,  Laird  of,  IO9I. 

Balnavis,  Alexander,  minister  of  Tippermure,998. 

Balnaves,  Henry,  41,  129- 

Balthyock,  Bathyock,  Laird  of,  v.  Blair. 

Balvaird,  Laird  of  (Murray,)  71,  182,  532, 
1022,  1057. 

Balwerie,  Laird  of,  v.  Scot. 

Banchorie  Temane,  Banquhar  Temitie,  minister 
of,  V.  Mercer,  Reid. 

Band  proposed,  254. 

Band  at  Aberdeen,  u.  Aberdeen. 

Band,  General,  (1589-90,)  748,  759-61  ;— 
Council's  Act  anent  it,  750,  752,  758. 

Band  in  New  Confession,  1139. 

Bands,  banns,  v.  Man-iage. 

Banff,  Bamff,  shire  of,  34,  754,  757; — commis- 
sioner of,  40,  44,  V.  Aberdeen ; — ministers  of, 
1123,  1125  ;— Presbytery  of,  1036. 

Bannerman,  George,  of  Waterton,  825. 

Bannatyne,  James,  Commissary  of  Edinburgh, 
1079,  1080. 

Bannatyne,  Richard,  4,  110,  259. 

Bannatyne,  Robert,  978. 

Bannatyne,  v.  Bellenden. 

Baptism,  17O,  621,  1002,  1 124;— by  papists,  75. 

Baptism,  private,  465,  524,  525,  722,  1002, 
I'.  Articles  of  Perth; — Register  of,  1124,  1 129. 

Barclay  of  Towie,  873,  877. 

Barclay,  David,  796,  800,  849,  892,  936,  959, 
961,  972-3,  979,  980,  999,  1006. 

Barclay,  George,  of  Mathers,  110. 

Barclay,  Hew,  Laird  of  Ladieland,  722,  80S. 

Barclay,  John,  975. 

Bai'gany,  Laird  of,  v.  Kennedy'. 

Bambarrauch,  Lord  of  Session,  v.  Vans. 

Baro,  Laird  of,  1 1 0. 

Ban-as,  house  of,  921. 

Barr,  Barre,  Laird  of,  v.  Lockhart. 

Barron,  James,  elder,  Edinburgh,  3,  1 3,  Go,  1 45. 

Barron,  Johne,  minister  of  Galstone,  42. 

Bartill,  John,  720. 

Barton,  John,  minister  of  Clunnie,  Kilmavenock, 
336. 

Baeilicon  Doron,  11 62. 

Bassandine,  Thomas,  printer,  125-6,  328-9. 
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Bathgate,  reader  at,  82. 

Beggars,  715,  724,  874; — Act  against,  ll67. 

Bell,  John,minister  ofCalder,  722  ; — of  Glasgow, 
1080,  1089. 

BellaiTnine,  Cardinal,  987. 

Bellenden,  Ballantyne,  Bannatyne,  Adam,  mi- 
nister of  Falkirk,  849,975,  1057, 1058,  106l, 
3  069,  1070;— Bishop  of  Dunhlane,  1109, 
1131,  1143,  1152. 

Bellenden,  Sir  John,  Justice  Clerk,  19,  30,  33, 
35,  38,  40,  41,  66,  90,  91,  115,  135,  140, 
181,  207,  236,  340. 

Bellenden,  (Sir  Lewis,)  Justice  Clerk,  415,  472, 
519,  571,  6lO,  645,  647,  663,  731;— King's 
Commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly,  686, 
691,  701. 

Bellie,  Minister  of,  1126. 

Bendochie,  Beduchie,  256,  v.  Anderson. 

Beneficed  persons,  91.  126,  134,  135,  139,  146, 
479,  774. 

Benefices,  53,  68,  70,  127,  155,  I62,  211,  268, 
273,  288,  409,  413,  439,  476,  479-  603, 
630,  632-5,  644,  702,  739,  783,  78.5,  1026, 
1123,  1125 ;— chopping  or  couping  of,  139, 
388  ; — demission  of,  285  ; — dilapidation  of, 
139,  146,  148,  331-6,  350-2,  409,  413,  802, 
848,  939,  1131,  1167; — uiquisition  anent, 
851. 

Bennet,  James,  minister,  765. 

Bennett,  Sir  John,  720. 

Bennett,  John,  minister,  765. 

Berwick,  Sheriffdome  of,  755,  757,  «-'.  Merse. 

Betoun,  James,  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  35, 
41. 

Betoun,  James,  minister  of  Auld  Eoxburgh,  393, 
572. 

Betoun,  John,  of  Balfour,  203. 

Beza,  Theodore,  999,  11 62. 

Bible,  The,  printing  of,  327-9,  346,  430,  443, 
460,  462  ; — translation  of,  970. 

Biggar,  Thomas,  minister  of  Kinghom,  222,  337, 
406. 

Bills,  Committee  of,  125,  158,  245,  260,  300, 
307,  324,  337,  358,  372,  411,  [473,  620, 
651,  656,  781,  798,  S06,  1047,  IO62. 


Binning,  Lord,  Advocate,  1022,  Secretary,  IIO9, 
1113,  1116,  1140,  1143,  1152,  1158. 

BLmes,  house  of,  830. 

Bimie,  William,  minister  of  Lanark,  978,  1038, 
1057,  1069,  1080;— of  A3T,  1090,  1092, 
1110,  1124,  1131. 

Birse,  kirk  of,  802. 

Birstoam,  William,  minister,  IO89. 

Bischop,  James,  minister,  1036,  1152. 

Bishoprics,  kirks  of,  59. 

Bishops,  91,  209-32,  248,  280,  306,  325,  331, 
348-51,  404,  453-5,  459,  464,  467,  479, 
513,  546,  589,  593,  613,  614,  623,  628, 
634,  637,  647,  650,  652-5,  781,  875, 
1065-84,  1096-8. 

Bishops,  age  of,  209,  1098. 

Bishops,  Moderators  in  SjTiods,  &c.  IO96,  1104. 

Bishops,  names  of,  650. 

Bishops,  office  of,  331,  340-3,  352,  353,  408, 
413,  425,  474. 

Bishops  responsible  to  Assembly,  1097- 

Bishops,  titles  of,  I60. 

Bishops,  trial  of,  666,  667- 

Bishops  of  England,  85. 

Bisset,  Thomas,  minister,  666. 

Blacader,  Laird  of,  40. 

Black,  David,  minister  of  St.  Andrews,  8 16, 
836,  855,  901,  940. 

Black  Acts,  v.  Parliament. 

Blackbaronie,  Laird  of,  v.  Murray. 

Blackbume,  Archibald,  minister  of  Aberdeen, 
975,  1009,  1017,  1086. 

Blackbume,  John,  minister,  1038. 

Blackbume,  Patrick,  (Peter  ?)  706,  736,  863. 

Blackbm-n,  Peter,  minister  and  Bishop  of  Aber- 
deen, 581,  587,  594,  612,  614,  626-629, 
639,  646,  648,  664,  685,  688,  692,  696, 
703-4,  707,  709,  712-13,  717,  724-5,  729, 
737,  757,  763,  767,  780,  795,  799,  804, 
811,  828,  846,  849,  850,  856,  859,  86I, 
892,  934,  943,  947,  949,  971,  975,  980, 
986,  996,  1009,  1031,  1036,  1046,  1058, 
1079,  1086,  1092,  1109,  1152. 

Blackbume,  Thomas,  minister,  651. 

Blackball,  Adam,  v.  QAndiew,]  320. 
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Blackhall,  Alexander,  of  that  Ilk,  824. 
Blackhall,    Alexander,    minister    of    Cranston, 

204. 
Blackhall,   Andrew,  minister  of  Ormistoun  and 

of  Inveresk,  135,  320,  43C,  464,  470,  475, 

525,  532,  537,  567,  634,  648,  667,  849. 
Blackwood,  James,   parson  of  Sanquhar,    386, 

397,  424,  465,  572. 
Blackwood,  Peter,  78,  532. 
Blackwood,  Sir  WiUiam,  Dumblane,  803. 
Blackwood,  William,  123. 
Blair,  Agnes,  775. 

Blair,  Alexander,  of  Balthiock,  531,  754. 
Blair,  David,  of  Munckton,  272,  294. 
Blair,  John,  of  that  ILk,  755. 
Blaii-,  Thomas,  in  Boctay,  802. 
Blair,  Wilham,  775. 

Blantyre,  Coramendator  (Prior)  of,  v.  Stewart. 
Blasphemy,    19,    746,    873,    874,    v.   Crimes, 

Scandalls. 
Bleckburn,  v.  Blackburn. 
Blyth,  David,  minister,  758,  766. 
Blyth,  Henry,  minister  of  the  Canongate,  969, 

984,  1152. 
Blythe,  Richard,  Dundee,  46l. 
Bogie,  Laird  of,   1152. 
Boile,  Boyle,  William,  minister,  351. 
Boltoun,  vicar  of,  v.  Sinclair. 
Bombie,  Laird  of,  v,  M'LeUan. 
Boncle,  Cuthbert,  minister,   757. 
Boncle,  Patrick,  minister  of  Pallady  Kirk,  [For- 

doun,]  222,  531,  549. 
Bondronne,  John,  («.  WjTirhame  ?)  803. 
Bonkle,  Michael,  minister,  266. 
Bonkle,  William,  vicar  of  Haddington,  336. 
Bonkle,  William,   commissioner  from  Dunbar,  4. 
Bonkle  and  Preston,  318. 
Bonytoun,  Laird  of,  v.  Wood. 
Books  of  Diligence  (minutes,)  of  bishops,  com- 
missioners of  provinces,   visitors,   288,    308, 

313,  337,  366,  812,  986. 
Books,  heretical,  279,  289,  306. 
Books,  licensing  of,  v.  Press. 
Books,  V.  Discipline,  Excommunication,  Geneva, 

Ministers. 


Borthwick,  Alex.,  minister  of  Livingstone,  541. 

Borthwicke,  David,  Advocate,  35,  50,  113. 

Borth^vick,  Sir  John,  5,  41. 

Borthwick,  S.,  518. 

Boswell,  George,  minister,  406. 

Bothemock,  personage  of,  224. 

Bothuell,  house  of,  830. 

Bothuell,  Sir  Francis,  112. 

Bothwell,  Adam,  Bishop  of  Orkney,  32,  38, 
41,  60,  77,  90,  112,  114,  131,  162-3,  165, 
207,  380,  454-5,  468,  589,  592,  597,  6l4, 
802. 

Bothwell,  Francis,  Earl  of,  518,  597,  637-8, 
747,  755,  837,  845. 

Bothwell,  James,  Earl  of,  112-116,  131,  144. 

Bowis,  (Bowes,  English  Resident  ?)  466. 

Boyd,  Andi'o,  minister  of  Eaglesham,  813,  977, 
986,  996,  1058,  1092  ;— bishop  of  Argyle, 
1109,  1131,  1143. 

Boyd,  George,  reader.  Dairy,  276. 

Boyd,  James,  collector,  235. 

Boyd,  James,  Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  and  Com- 
missioner of  Kylo,  &o.,  280,  286,  288,  29O, 
293-5,  300,  305,  314-7,  320,  328,  331, 
336-8,  342,  348,  351,  352,  355,  359-64, 
380-3,  386,  404,  416,  420,  423,  425,  434, 
436,  453,  460,  464,  468,  471,  487,  571. 

Boyd,  Robert,  Lord,  96,  102,  178,  589,  755, 
1143,  1152. 

Boyd,  Robert,  minister  in  Kyle,  394,  998. 

Boyd,  Thomas,  4,  719- 

Boyll,  John,  preacher,  953. 

Boyman,  Patrick,  3. 

Boyne,  district  of,  4 16,  435,  716'. 

Braid,  Laird  of,  v.  Fairlie. 

Braid,  John,  113,  26l,  v.  Brand. 

Braidalbane,  visitation  of,  237. 

Braidfute,  WiUiam,  minister  of  Lathrisk,  222. 

Brand,  John,  minister  of  Halyi-udhouse,  113,  204, 
255,  261-2,  281-3,  309-12,  319,  324, 
325,  354,  358,  359,  385,  393,  395,  398, 
416,  418,  422,  431,  455,  460,  472,  475, 
513,  532,  537-9,  545,  546,  565,  567,  581, 
587,  592,  612,  623,  624,  628,  642,  648, 
656,  664,  667,  668,  686,  700,  749,  765. 
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Brechin,  Bishop  of,  v.  Campbell,  Lamb. 

Brechin,  Castle  of,  830; — Diocie  of,  1086; — 
Ministers  in,  998,  1086 ;— Eldership  (Pres- 
bytery) of,  549,  770,  778  ;— Ministers  of,  34, 
V.  Hepburn. 

Brodie,  Broadie,  David,  of  that  Ilk,  825. 

Browne,  Charles,  98 1 . 

Browne,  David,  minister,  975,  1087. 

Brown,  Gilbert,  abbot  of  New  Abbey,  429,  431, 
722,  751,  832,  876,  877,  1053. 

Brown,  Johne,  4,  13. 

Brown,  John,  minister,  978. 

Brown,  Sir  Jolin,  (spouse  of,)  396. 

Brown,  Lyon,  354. 

Browne,  Richard,  minister  of  Holiewood,  978, 
1005. 

Browne,  Thomas,  995. 

Broxmouth,  Laird  of,  1057. 

Bruce,  Arthur,  biu'gess  of  Stirling,  767. 

Bruce,  Edward,  Commendator  of  Kinloss,  859, 
861,  867,  902,  1002. 

Bruce,  John,  merchant,  71 6. 

Bruce,  Dr  Peter,  St.  Andrews,  998,  1143,  1 152. 

Bruce,  Eobert,  of  KLnnaird,  minister  of  Edin- 
burgh, 685,  696,  699,  700,  703,  707,  710, 
712,  725-7,  729,  730,  733-5,  737,  741-2, 
757,  765,  767,  771,  780,  784-6,  795-6,  798, 
800,  804,  838,  849,  853,  856,  863,  872, 
940,  949,  959,  960,  1000-1. 

Bruce,  Robert,  of  Clackmannan,  755. 

Bruce,  Robert,  Jesuit,  722. 

Bruce,  Samuel,  minister  in  Caithness,  1035. 

Bryson,  James,  person  of  DuiTisdeir,  224,  532, 
537,  567,  569,  572 ; — subchantour  of  Glas- 
gow, 646,  664,  685,  758,  766,  849,  850, 
892  ;— Thomas,  896. 

Buchan,  district  of,  71 6. 

Buchan,  minister  in,  29,  416,  435,  v.  Keith. 

Buchan,  Alexander,  of  Auchmacoy,  825. 

Buchanan,  Buchquharmane,  George,  of  that  Ilk, 

755. 
Buchanan,  George,  41,  49,  50,  58,  60,  62,  77  ; 
— Principal  of  St.  Leonard's  College,  93, 113; 
— Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  310. 
Buchannan,  Robert,  provost  of  Kirkheugh,  and 


minister  of  Ceres,  960,  976,  1088,  IO92, 
1102. 

Buchanan,  Thomas,  provost  of  Kirkheugh,  and 
minister  of  Ceres,  4,  435,  450-2,  455,  460, 
463,  467,  470,  475,  487,  526,  531,  537, 
541,  545,  548,  576,  581,  594,  596,  605, 
606,  624,  625,  628,  629,  637,  646,  648, 
651,  662,  685,  688,  700,  703,  706,  708, 
725,  727,  729,  737,  741,  757,  764,  774, 
780,  787,  796,  799,  811,  848,  850,  856, 
892,  896,  913,  928,  930,  942,  943. 

Buchanan,  Walter,  721. 

Buckie,  Lau'd  of,  v.  Gordon. 

BuUinger,  Henrie,  90. 

Burdoun,  James,  minister  in  Strathern,  1087, 
1152. 

Burial,  43 ; — in  kirks,  272,  280,  372,  378,  388, 
390,  603,  733,  937 ;— register  of,  63,  310, 
372,  1124,  1129; — superstitions  at,  431, 
539,  566,  939. 

Bume,  John,  minister  of  Musselburgh,  13,  204, 
559. 

Bume,  Nicol,  464,  472. 

Burnet  of  Gask,  826. 

Burnet,  J.  of  Leyis,  825. 

Burnett,  Robert,  minister  in  Garioch,  1036. 
1086. 

Burnet,  Thomas,  of  Craigmyle,  826. 

Burnet,  William,  of  Campbell,  824. 

Burntisland,  Lord,  v.  Melville. 

BmTitisland,  Assembly  at,  963 ; — bui'gh  of,  979 ; 
— minister  of,  96I,  962; — new  kirk  of,  834, 
835 ; — parishioners  of,  835. 

Burrows,  burghs,  ministers  of,  26,  305,  539, 
659,  749,  892,  894,  896,  925,  928,  943, 
959,  996,  1058,  1123,  1125. 

Bursars,  212,  213,  226-8,  1124,  1129. 

Burtoun,  James,  minister  in  Peebles,  803. 

Butter,  Patrick,  917,  952,  982,  995. 


Cabroch,  kirk  of,  717. 
Caddell,  v.  Calder. 
Cairleill,  Lord,  6. 
Cairns,  John,  Reader,  81. 
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Caithness,    Cathnes,     Katlmes,    Bishop    of,    v. 

Forbes,  Gladstanes,  Stewart. 
Caithness,  .Bishoprick  of,   10-t,  688,  696,  C.QT, 

854  ; — chancellor  of,  336  ; — chanter  of,  330. 
Caithness,  Commissioners  of,   v.  Grahame,  Hay, 

Robertson  ;—Diocie  of,   189,252,  287,  337, 

416,  470,  724,  725,  974;— kirks  of,  ]06l  ; 

— Presbyteries  in,  550,  586,  587,  6l3,  627, 

1035. 
Caithness,  Countess  of,  948,  1025. 
Caithness,  Earl  of,  407,  411,754,  76?,  1025, 

1085,  1099  ; — his  daughter,  333. 
Caldcleuch,  John,  minister,  667,  856,  S96,  959, 

972,  979,  986,  996,  1036,  1058,  1038. 
Caldor,  Laird  of,  (Sandilands  .'')  42. 
Calder,  Alexander,  of  Aslovvan,  826. 
Calder,  John,  of  Aslowan,  201,  205,  234. 
Calder,  (Cadder.?)  minister  of,  722,  v.  Bell. 
Calder  in  Lothiane,  4,  42  ; — minister  of,  223 ; — 

personage  of,  224 ; — presbytery  at,  523. 
Calderwood,  Laird  of,  v.  Maxwell. 
Cambo,  Cammo,  Laird  of,  v.  Jlyrtone. 
Cambuskenneth,  Cambusk}Tinoth,  Abbey  of,  1 05 ; 

— Commendator  of,  Erskine,  571,  6 10,  957. 
Cambuslang,  minister  of,   572,  987,  v.  Howie- 
son  ; — parsonage  of,  224. 
Cambusmichael,  kirk  of,  416. 
Cameron,  John,  minister,  IO90. 
Cammonell,  v.  Colnionell. 
[^Campbell,  Alexander,]  Bishop  of  Brechin,  315, 

331,  348,  454,  467,  593,  611. 
Campbell,  Colin,  of  Glenurquhy,  207. 
Campbell,  Colin,  burgess  of  Glasgow,  598-COO, 

604  ;— John,  (Colin  ?)  599. 
Campbell,  Charles,  of  Skeldoun,  3. 
Campbell,  Dowgall,  minister  of  Femewell,  917, 

99s,  1036,  1086. 
Campbell,  Duncan,  of  Glenurquhy,  754,  1091. 
Campbell,  George,  355. 
Campbell,  Hew,  of  Teirinyeane,  755. 
Campbell,  John,of  Caddell,  Shireff  of  Name,  754. 
Campbell,  John,  470 ; — (Bishop  of  Argyle,)  1080, 

1090,  1092. 
Campbell,  Neill,  (Bishop  of  Argyle,)  454,  758, 

762,  767,  1038,  1047. 


Campbell,  Robert,  4,  110. 

Campbell,  Robert,  of  Kin3'eancleugh,  54,  182. 

Campvere,  Camphere,  in  Zealand,  minister  of, 
551. 

Campsy,  minister  of.  22.5,  522,  v.  Shtphard. 

Campsy,  personage  of,  224. 

Cannisbie,  Camusbic,  minister  of,  v.  Webster. 

Canongate,  Cannogate,  minister  of,  v.  Blytli. 

Canons  of  Discipline,  1124,  1128,  1132,  1157. 

Cant,  Walter,  Leith,  203. 

Canterbury,  Archbishop  of,  42,  1121,  1122. 

Caprington,  Laird  of,  v.  Cunningham. 

Car,  V,  Ker. 

Carbarrie,  Good-man  of,  598,  765. 

Garden,  (Stirling,)  Laird  of,   83,  182,  526. 

Cardi'ois,  parsonage  of,  224. 

Cargill,  Minister  of,  204,  v.  Edmistonc. 

Carkettle,  Johne,  6. 

Carletoun,  Carrlington,  Laird  of,  v.  Cathcart. 

Carmichael,  Laird  of,  783. 

Carmichael,  James,  St.  Andrews,  179- 

Carmichael,  James,  minister  of  Haddington, 
204,  238,  245,  266,  293,  308,  32.5,  329, 
337,  372,  395,  398,  475,  487,  526,  545, 
552,  621,  757,  765,  768,  777,  780,  800, 
815,  856,  863,  987,  1037,  10S8,  IO92. 

Carmichael,  John,  Captain  of  Craufurd,  295. 

Cai-michael,  John,  of  Medowflatt,  380. 

Caimichael,  John,  his  spouse,  381. 

Carmichael,  John,  Minister  of  Kinneuchar,  940, 
961,  967,  976,  979,  980,  984,  986,  989, 
1000,  1061,  1069,  1070,  1152-4. 

Carmichael,  Patrick,  Minister  of  Aberdoure,  1003. 

CaiTnichaell,  William,  3. 

Carmichael,  personage  of,  773. 

Cambie,  kirk  of,  4. 

Camcroce,  Nicol,  532. 

Carnegie  of  Colluthie,  David,  King's  Commis- 
sioner, 452,  459,  460,  471,  526,  531,  539, 
546,  563,  594,  61 8-9,  703,  707-8,  730, 
735,  750,  755,  764,  783. 

Carnegie,  Lord,  III6,  1140,  1143,  1152. 

Carnegie,  Sir  David,  of  Kinnaird,  531,  539, 
1022,  1046,  1057,  1079,   1109. 

Camell,  Camvall,  Laird  of,  v.  Wallace. 
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Games,  v.  Cairns. 

Camwath,  market  of,  769  ; — personage  of,   221. 

Cairail,  v.  Crail. 

Carrlck,  Bailliarie  of,  C,  756,  758,  ».  Kyle. 

Carrick,  Commissioner  of,  v.  Boyd,  Lindsay  ; — 

minister  for,  29  ; — presbyteries  in,  550. 
Carrlingtoun,  v.  Carleton. 
Carstaires,  personage  ofj  224,  336  ; — persons  vl- 

car  of,  S?,Q,  V.  Halden,  Kinnaird,  Stirling. 
Carswell,  Johne,  Superintendent  of  Argyle,   Bi- 
shop of  tire  Isles,  13,  114,  144,  145. 
Cashekejohne,  Laird  of,  765. 
Cassills,  Earl  of,  6,  m,  95,  178,  1028,  1080. 
Cassiltoun,  Minister  of,  1057,  v.  Thomesoun. 
Catechising,  947,  992,  1051,  1052. 
Catechism,  Craig's,  774,  784,  788. 
Catechism,   Little,  788  ;— Short,   1123,    1127, 

1167. 
Catechism,  "  God  and  the  King,"  1123,  1x67. 
Cathcart,  Lord,  and  Allan,  Master  of,  9G,  518. 
Cathcart,   Johne,   of  Cailetoun,    13,   110,   436, 

460,  526,  532,  541,  545,  756. 
Cathness,  v.  Caithnes. 
Cauden,  v.  Colden. 
Caustean,  v.  Adamson. 

Cautions,  Caveats,  QiG,  955,  956,  989,  1072-7- 
Censui-es,  Church,  effects  of,  388. 
Ceremonies,  409. 
Ceres,  Cyres,  Seres,  minister  of,   v.  Conston  or 

Couston,  alias  Adamson,  Buchanan. 
Cesfurd,  Laird  of,  v.  Ker. 
Chapel  of  Grace,  1055. 
Chapel,  Magdalen,  325,  403. 
Chapel  Royal,  91,  117,  1056. 
Chalmer,  Andrew,  4. 
Chalmer  or  Chamber,  David,  [^of  Ormond,]  616, 

6'20,  633,  642. 
Chalmers,    George,    minister   in  Moray,    1036, 

1152. 
Chalmer,  James,  of  Gaitgirth,  110,  353. 
Chalmer,  John,  4. 
Chalmer,  John,  of  Bobithen,  825. 
Chalmer,  Samuel,  812. 
Chalmer,  William,  of  Achorthie,  826. 
Chamber,  Alexander,  of  Balnacraig,  825. 


Chancellor,  Lord  High,  v.  Argyle,  Athol,  Dun- 
fermline, Glammls,  Huntly,  Maltland,  Mon- 
trose, Blorton. 

Channons,  Canons,  280. 

Chaplainvies,  129,  153,  155,  212,  215. 

Chapter,  209,  210,  217-28,  325-7,  366,  408, 
409,  414,  417,  571,  573,  634,  883. 

Charters,  Hendrie,  burgess  in  Edinburgh,  742. 

Chastelherault,  Duke  of,  (Hamilton,  James)  38- 
40,  136,  138. 

Checker,  v.  Exchequer. 

Chein,  Che3m,  James,  minister,  717. 

Chein,  John,  in  Essilmonth,  1055. 

Cheptoure,  v.  Chapter. 

Cheyne,  Patiick,  of  Eslmone,  825. 

Cheyne,  Walter,  of  Amege,  825. 

Children,  Examination  of,  75,  I76,  1 123,  v.  Op- 
pression ; — illegitimate,  344,  345. 

Chillane,  William,  reader  at  Auchtertole,  695. 

Chirnesyde,  William,  of  Eistnisbet,  110. 

Chimside,  William,  parson  of  Luss,  336,  572. 

Chirnside,  Minister  of,  336,  835,  840,  v.  Ramsay. 

Chimside,  Presbytery  of,  486,  636,  1037,  IO89. 

Chishle}',  (Chieslie  ?)  J.,  518. 

Chishohne,  Alexander,  minister,  764. 

Chisholroe,  Alexander,  of  Comer,  718. 

Chisholme  of  Cromlix,  Sir  James,  543. 

Chlsholme,  Sir  James,  ofDundame,  822,  851, 
853. 

Chisholme,  John,  738. 

Chisholme,  William,  Bishop  of  Durablane,  721. 

Christeson,  Gilbert,  6O8-9. 

Christiesone,  William,  minister  of  Dundee,  3, 
36,  38,  66,  16,  79,  88,  90,  97,  124,  125, 
131,  141,  145,  157,  191,  205,  238,  240, 
244,  260,  271,  288,  300,  337,  341,  355, 
359-62,  373,  389,  392-6,  409,  416,  427, 
432,  435,  450,  470-3,  487,  530,  531, 
536-9,  545,  546,  549,  581,  585,  588,  594, 
605,  628,  646,  648,  666,  691,  703,  737, 
757,  763,  796,  948. 

Christmas,  v.  Yule.' 

Citde,  [Sevile  .''^  in  Spain,  692. 

Civil  matters  remitted  to  the  Magistrate,  74, 
170,334. 
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Civil  places  and  power  of  Kirkmen,  52,  lC2,  lC4, 
206,  210,  26 i,  267,  409,  425,  459,  lOG?, 
V.  Vote  in  parliament. 

Clackmanan,  SherrlfFJome  ofi  755,  757- 

Clapperton,  John,  exhorter,  156  ; — minister  of 
Coldstream,  204,  266,  288,  359,  385,  41 6, 
429,  470,  475,  487,  526,  532,  537,  637, 
656,  667,  729,  737,  757,  800,  850,  928, 
943,  959,  977,  980,  996,  1000,  1037,  1047, 
1049,  105S,  1089,  1092,  1102. 

Clark,  Captaine,  9I. 

Clark,  Alexander,  baillie,  110. 

Clark,  Andro,  719,  720. 

Clark,  Robert,  803. 

Clark,  William,  minister  of  Anstruther,  238, 
239,  256,  260,  331,  977. 

ClayhiUs,  Andrew,  minister  of  Jedburgh,  318, 
320,  337,  354,  358-9,  364,  4l6,  537,  605, 
628,  664,  700,  729,  757,  892,  896,  975. 

Clayhills,  Archibald,  796. 

Clayhills,  Robert,  burgess,  Dundee,  1143,  1152. 

Cleish,  (ColviUe  ?)  Laird  of,  764. 

Cleish,  Minister  of,  260,  v.  Ramsay. 

Clephan,  Cleppan,  George,  of  Carslogie,  29 1. 

Clerk,  V.  Clark. 

ClerkofthoKirk,  O.Gray,  Nicolson,  Philip,Ritchic. 

Clerk  Playes,  322,  375,  388. 

Clerk-Register,  Lord,  «.  Register. 

Clerkingtoun,  Laird  of,  765,  v.  Cockbum. 

Cliddisdaill,  5,  4l6,  470,  917; — commissioner 
of,  416,  V.  Hay  ; — kirks  of,  54  ; — over  ward 
of,  391,  470; — Presbyteries  in,  IOO6; — Synod 
of,  1049,  1050. 

Cliddisdaill,  George,  998. 

Clogie,  William,  minister,  1086. 

Closeburn,  Laird  of,  318,  766. 

Cluny,  V.  Gordon. 

Clunie  Kilmavenock,  minister  of,  336,  v.  Barton. 

Cochran,  William,  388. 

Cock,  V.  Cooke. 

Cockbunie,  James,  Haddington,  203. 

Cockbum  of  Ormestoun,  Sir  John,  707,  765  ; — 
Justice-Clerk,  824,  86I,  902,  1022. 

Cockbunie,  Patrick,  minister  of  Haddingtoun, 
13,  IS,  28,  51,  57. 


Cockbume,  Patrick,  tutor  of  Langtoun,  755. 
Cockbum,  Sir  Richard,  of  Clerkington,  Secretary, 

765 ;— Privy  Seal,  1014,   1022,  1079,  IIO9. 
Cockbume,  Samuel,  109I. 
Cockbumespath,  minister  of,  1 1 26. 
Colden,    Cauden,    Cowden,   John,     minister    of 

Kinross,  976,  9S9. 
Coldenknowis,  Laird  of,  ».  Hume. 
Coldingham,  Priorie  of,  105,  840. 
Coldingham,  minister  of,  v.  Hume. 
Coldstream,  minister  of,  204,  v.  Clapperton. 
CoUace,  Collasse,  Colles,  David,  4  ; — John,  110. 
Collation  of  benefices,  187,  403,  404,  413,  430, 

431,  459,  659,  704. 
Collector,  general,    339,   405,  969,   974,   982, 

1022,  1046,  1069. 
Collectory,  201,  408;— clerk  of,  I69,  v.  Nicolson. 
Collector's Compts,  146, 158,  I6I,  174,  178,  263. 
Collectors,   117-19,  127,  134,  136,  139,  158, 

161,  162,  164,  174,  175,  178,  200-2,  234, 

235,  260,  339,  405,  408. 
Colleges,  593,  811,  856,  v.  Universit}-. 
Colleges,  kirks  of,  35,  213-5,  554,  556,  603, 

659;— rents  of,   811  . 
Collision  of  jm-isdictions,  I92,  I93,  527-30,  540 

-543,  559,  564,   566,  580-4,  644,  652,  782, 

784,  970,   1009-19,    1053,    V.  Jurisdiction, 

Montgomery. 
CoUessie,  minister  of,  970,  r.  Balfour. 
CoUington,  Laird  of,  765. 
CoUuthie,  Killuthie,  Laird,  of,  v.  Carnegie. 
Colmonell,  kirk  of,  58  ; — minister  of,  225,  26o, 

572,  V.  Greg. 
Culquhoun,  Colhoun,  Umphra,  of  Luss,  755. 
Colt,  Adam,  minister,  892,  973,  976. 
Colville,  Alexander,  abbot,    or  commendator  of 

Culross,    49,   110,    235,380,519,571,610, 

647,  750,  781  ; — his  successor,  1022. 
Colville,  Hai'ry,  minister,  756. 
Colville,  James,  of  East  Wemyss,  518. 
Colvile,  John,  minister  of  Kilbryde,  and  (arche- 

dene  of  Teviotdale,)  chanter  of  Glasgow,  225, 

226,  336,  351,  385,  421,  430,  451. 
Colville,  Robert,  757. 
Commendators,  210,  226-8,  513. 
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Commissariat,  1 0()7- 

Commissaries,  o.  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  St.  An- 
drews. 

Commission  (general)  of  Assembly,  to  advise  the 
king,  871,  872,  927,  930,  Q-iS,  Q59,  972, 
979,  980,  982,  983,  9Q6,  1041,  1050-4, 
1057-9,  1064,  1068,  1069;— their  clerk, 
1013,  V.  Thomson  ; — their  meeting  prorogued, 
1063  ;— their  trial,  936,  941,  971,  982,  983, 
989,  1057. 

Commission,  High,  1078-82,  1108,  1119- 

Commissioner,  Royal,  to  General  Assembly,  re- 
quested, 46,  48,  52,  292,  SG5,  392,  404-7, 
413; — granted,  449,  452,  473,  475,  55J, 
585-7,  613,  614,  618,  619,  645-55,  685-6, 
708,  709,  742,  762,  836,  867,  890,  974, 
1013-15,  1018,  1022,  1023,1028-31,  1135, 
1046,  1065,  1069,  1085,  1092,  1098-1100, 
1116,  1122,  1140,  1142-4,  1154,  1157, 
1158,  1165. 

Commissioners  of  Countries,  Provinces,  to  visit 
and  plant,  32-6,  f)6,  113,  117,  134,  150, 
183,  257,  258,  261-3,  271-3,  280-3,  294, 
311,  321-3,  357,  367-9,  416,  434-6,  460, 
461,  479,  654-6,  660-8,  701,  733,  743, 
972,  978,,  1041,  1061  ; — change  of,  337, 
655,  745  ; — restricted,  666 ; — nomination  of, 
663,  664,  1043-5. 

Commissioners  to  the  State,  to  present  Articles 
or  confer,  7,  113,  127,  182,  185,  186,  20O, 
204,  208,  257,  264,  265,  271,  281,  311, 
436,  437,  460,  464,  700,  857,  1057. 

Commissions,  copies  of,  96,  182,  185,  186,  204 
-8,  304,  311,  700,  928,  1070  ; — with  full  or 
limited  power,  619,  623,  811,  814. 

Commissions  for  calling  the  Assembly,  38,  64, 
V.  Edinburgh  ministers. 

Committees  on  Bills,  Complaints,  Grievances, 
Overtures,  Questions,  passim,  v.  Bills,  Over- 
tures, Questions. 

Communion,  58,  (on  Sabbath,  309),  992,  1124; 
—  elements^  30,  241; — private,  525,  1140, 
V.  Pasch,  Articles  of  Perth. 

Complaints,   182,  v.  Articles,  Bills,  Grievances. 

Composition,  v.  Teinds, 


Comptroller,  the  Lord,  571,  61O.  v.  Hay,  Nicol- 

son,  Tullibardine,  Wishart. 
Conference,   privy,   646,  750,  755,  855,    862, 

979,980,  1046,  1047,  1019,  1092,  II 16, 

1152,  1157,  V.  Assessors. 
Conference  with  State,  538,  552,  686,  688. 
Conference  with  State  on  Policy,  295,  313,  409, 

414,  415,  428,  431,  438,  478. 
Conference  at  Leith,  207-36,  309,  571,  IO96. 
Conference  at  Falkland,  (July  1598,)  958  ; — 

(June    I6O8,)    1045,    IO6I,    1072 ;— (May 

1609,)  1609-78. 
Conference  at  Hampton-court,  1 1 5Q. 
Confession  of  Faith,  large,  212,  281,   v.  Articles 

of  Faith. 
Confession  of  Faith,  (negative)  or  National  Cove- 
nant, 512,  515-8,  526,  589,  651,  724,  725, 

732,  735,  742,  777,  789,  813,  838,  840,  t-. 

Covenant. 
Confessionof  Faith,  short,  (1616)    1118,  1123, 

1127,  1129,  1130,  1132-9. 
Confession  of  sins,  858,  8C9,  S70. 
Confinnation,  Rite  of,  1123,  1126. 
Conn,  Patrick,  873,  876-7. 
Constan,  Couston,  v.  Adanison. 
Contempt  of  Ordinances,  47,  51,  53,  66,  139. 
Contested  Settlement,  1005. 
Contribution  for  the  French  exiles,  380,  391. 
Contribution  for  the  king's  guard,  810. 
Convention,   clerical,   958  ;— at  HoljToodhouse, 

1041. 
Convention  ofEstates,  145-9,155, 182,251,581, 

605,  606,  796,  822,  953,  961^  1065,  1066. 
Convention,  mixed,  821. 
Conveth,  kirk  of,  921. 

Cooke,  Cock,  David,  burgess,  St.  Andrews,   271. 
Cooke,  William,  Commissioner  of  St.  Andrews, 

36,  320,  817. 
Cornwall,  Nicol,  of  Ballinhard,  755,  764. 
Comewall,  Robert,  765,  976,  1037,  1088,  IO92, 

1099. 
Conie,  George,  of  Kelwood,  110. 
Corruptions  in  the   estate    of  Bishops,    423-5, 

432-4. 
Corruptions  in  Ministers,  v.  OiTences. 
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Coi'se,  Laird  of,  811,  v.  Forbes. 

Corsraguell,  abbey  of,  105  ; — abbot  of,  v.  Ken- 
nedj'. 

Corston,  Laird  of,  336. 

Corstorphine,  Laird  of,  765. 

Corstorpliin,  Euphanie,  73. 

Corsvvell,  Laird  of,  6. 

Council  at  Magdeburgh,  SQi,  395. 

Council  of  Trent,  v.  Trent. 

Council,  Secret,  5-12,  15-24,  29-34,  40,  44- 
53,  115,  206-36,  238,  245-251,  559,  571-5, 
894,  9.01,  IOG7  ;— Acts  of,  100,  105-7,  141, 
147,  149,  250,  519,  571,  579,  583,  750, 
821,  826,  830,  1014; — addressed  by  Assem- 
bly for  their  advice,  countenance,  and  concur- 
rence, 15,  29,  30,  32,  38,  44,  46,  52,  88,  93, 
113,  141-4,  146,  148;— clerk  of,  758,  v. 
Hay. 

Countries,  Provinces,  v.  Visitors,  41 6,  435,  353 
-6,  et  passim. 

Couper,  Minister  of,  223,  v.  Montgomery. 

Couper,  Presbytery  of,  970,  976,  1037- 

Couper,  Schoolmaster  of,  46. 

Court  of  Session,  v.  Session. 

Couston,  V.  Adamson. 

Couts,  Robert,  825. 

Covenant,  or  Confession  of  Faith,  512,  515-8, 
526,  V.  Confession. 

Covenant  renewed  with  Bond,  (1589-90,)  748, 
759-61 ;— (1596,)  862,  S69,  870. 

Cowbairdie,  Laird  of,  873,  877. 

Cowden,  v.  Golden. 

Cowhill,  Laird  of,  526. 

Cowie,  836. 

Cowper,  John,  minister  of  Edinburgh,  560,  686, 
688,  690,  699,  702,  710,  711  ;— of  Glasgow, 
725,  796,  896,  986,  1005. 

Cowper,  William,  minister  of  Perth,  763,  892, 
896,  928,  960,  967,  972,  979,  981,  1046, 
1049,  1056-1061,  1066,  1069-71,  1078, 
1087,  1089,  1099,  1102;— Bishop  of  Gallo- 
way, 1109,  1120,  1126,  1131,  1143,  1152, 
1157. 

Cragrayller,  Laird  of,  (Preston  ?)  797. 

Craig,  Laird  of,  355  ; — younger,  873,  877. 


Craig,  James,  minister,  539- 

Craig,  John,  appeirand  of  Ramuscraig,  540. 

Craig,  Crag,  John,  minister  of  Holyrood-house, 
13;— of  Edinburgh,  17,  18,  42,  50,  51,  60, 
62,  66,  76-82,  88,  93,  95,  97,  100,  112-6, 
124,  131,  144,  155-8,  I68,  175,  177,  182, 
191,  205,  208,  238,  239,  244,  262,  272  ; — 
of  Aberdeen,  288-9,  301,  304,  307,  3l6,  332, 
337,  340,  352,  355,  358-64,  373,  381-95, 
398,  404,  407-9,  413,  414,  4l6,  418,  421, 
424,  4S2,  436  ; — King's  minister,  452,  4()0, 
467-70,  513,  518,  522,  530,  544-5,  548, 
550,  563-6,  576,  581,  613, 623-8,  635,  637, 
651,  664,  685,  691,  699,  730,  735,  737, 
765,  774,  777-8,  784,  788,  805,  838,  S48, 
852,  969. 

Craig,  Thomas,  Advocate,  476,  544,  741,  854. 

Craig,  Thomas,  minister,  765,  v.  Graig. 

Craig,  WiUiam,  of  Craigffentrie,  826. 

Craig,  William,  518. 

Craigh,  v.  Creich,  Patrick. 

Craigie,  Laird  of,  QRos  ?]  354. 

Craigings,  William  of,  1 10. 

Crail,  Carrail,  kirk  of,  1 6,  397  ; — ministur  of, 
16,  73,  223,  237,  396,  397,  1016,  V.  Duncan, 
Kinneir,  Melvill. 

Cramond,  IO69,  minister  of,  770,  v.  Simpson. 

Cranston,  mass  in,  40. 

Cranstoun,  John,  of  that  ilk,  755. 

Cranstoun,  Michael,  minister  near  Edinburgh, 
539,  757,  1088,  1092. 

Cranstoun,  Thomas,  minister  of  Tranent,  1 3,  7S. 

Cranston,  Thomas,  minister  of  Peebles,  201. 

Cranston,  Thomas,  minister  of  Libertoun,  429. 

Cranstoun,  Thomas,  minister  of  Askirk,  464, 
572. 

Cranstoun,  Thomas,  of  Moreistoun,  755. 

Cranstoun,  William,  764.,  930,  936,  943,  976. 

Craufurd,  Captain,  295,  374. 

Craufurd,  Earl  of,  95,  178,  539,  571,  633,  770, 
930,  1057. 

Craufurd,  Hugh,  of  Quhithill,  825. 

Craufurd,  Master  of,  256,  262. 

Craufurd,  Tlomas,  of  Jordanehill,  755. 

Craufurd,  William,  of  Leifhoreis,  755. 
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Creich,  Laird  of,  (Betoun,)  532. 

Creich,   minister  of,   35,   1017,   e.  Drummond, 

Straclian. 
Creich,  Patrick,  minister  of  Ratho,  57,  66,  72, 

73,  114,  126,  SiS. 
Creichtoun,  Alexander,  of  Karko,  110. 
Creichton,  James,  of  Coulen,  826. 
Creichton,  James,  of  Frendraucht,  754. 
Creichtoun,  WiUiam,  Jesuit,  713,  719,  751. 
Creichtoun,  Alexander,  of  Newhall,  802. 
Crichton,  James,  of  Garko,  318,  766  ? 
Crichton,  teinds  of,  638. 
Crimen  ambitus,  989. 

Crimes,  60,  111,  124,  159-61,  252,  295,  405, 
447,  724,  776; — capital,  discipline  anent,  145. 
Cromarty,  Sherrifdome  of,  754,  75G. 
Crombie,  Crumble,  Andro,  Minister  of  Rosemar- 

kie,  800,  847-50,  961,  973. 
Cruickshank,  John,  of  Tillimorgin,  Si6. 
Cullane,  Alexander,  Aberdeen,  811. 
Cullen,  minister  of,  1131,  ».  Douglas. 
CuUen,  presbj'tery  of,  1036. 
Culross,  abbey  of,  234,  235  ; — commendator  of, 

V.  Colville  ; — minister  of,  v.  Dykes. 
Culsamond,  minister  of,  S36,  v.  Forgue. 
Cultis,  minister  of,   31,    184,   204,   d.  Ealfour, 

Rutherford. 
Cumine,  Cuming,  Alexander,  of  Ailter,  824. 
Cumine,  John,  younger  of  Earnslde,  824. 
Cumine,  Alexander,  824. 
Cumraine,  Alexander,  apparent  of  Abber,  Alter  ? 

825. 
Cumming,  Robert,  schoolmaster  of  Arbroath,  25. 
Cumnock,  minister  of,  v.  Hamilton ; — personage 

of,  224  : — vicar  of,  v.  Rjnid. 
Cunninghams,   baillerie  of,    755,   758,   8I6,   ?'. 

Kyle  ; — commissioner  of,  v.  Boyd,  Lindsay. 
Cunninghame,  Andrew,  minister,  358. 
Cunninghame,  Alexander,  110,  850. 
Cunninghanae,  David,  minister  of  Lanark,  13 ; — 
of  Monkland,  271,  281,  293,  308,  315,  317, 
355,  359,  362,  373  ; — bishop   of  Aberdeen, 
394,  416,  475,  650,  689,  699,  811,  819- 
Cunninghame,  Captain  James,  185. 
Cunninghame,  John,  minister,  766,  1005. 


Cuninghame,  John,  of  Drumquhassill,  110,  182. 

Cunninghame,  Samuel,  668. 

Cunninghame,  William,  of  Caprington,  473-6, 

513,  532,  589,  703,  707- 
Cunninghame,    William,   of  Cunninghameheid, 

38,  60,  200. 
Currie,  curate  of,  6 ; — kirk  of,  53. 
Cushny,  vicarage  of,  194. 
Custick,  Edward,  minister  of  Dumbaiion,  572. 


Daill,  Thomas,  in  Lothian,  266. 
Daills,  Dales,  in  the  south,  53. 
Daily,  Dalay,  6  ; — parson  of,  336,  v.  Preston. 
Dairsie,  Dersie,  810 ; — minister  of,  222,  v.  Ram- 
say. 
Dais,  Dels,  James,  minister  at  Essiltoun,  849, 977- 
Dalbuiff,  D'Elboeuf,  marquis,  11. 
Dalgatie,  kirk  of,  487  ;— minister  of,  962,  1003, 

V.  Paton. 
Dalgleish,  Nicol,  minister  of  Pittenweem,  475, 
537,  552,  574,  594,  624-8,  638,  639,   64-6, 
651,  655,    664,   667,   668,   685,   688,   696, 
700,   703,    706,    709,  712,    724,    729,  741, 
747-9,  764,  767,  768,  779,  786,  788,   796, 
798,  800,  856,  859,  913. 
Dalhousie,  laird  of,  (Ramsay,)  802. 
Dalkeith,  Robert,  1038. 

Dalkeith,   district  of,   757  ;— kirk   of,   48 1  ; — 
presbytery  of,  481,  546,  564,  574,  575,  636, 
720,  797,  976,  1037,  1088. 
Dalmahoy,  Damahoy,  Laird  of,  526,  765. 
Dalmeny,  Dummanie,  kirk  of,  72  ; — minister  of, 

13,  57,  V.  Fuird. 
Dairy,  kirk  lands  of,  58. 
Dalrymple,  James,  Air,  4,  203,  244. 
Dalyel,  Gawin,  Perth,  IO9I. 
Dalyel,  Ninian,  429,  4-31,  432,  435. 
Dangers  of  kirk  or  state,  remedies  and  answers, 

829-33,  857,  IOO6-8. 
Danskine,  (Dantzic,)  minister  in,  699. 
Damley,  Henry,  Lord,  v.  Henry. 
Damock,  Locky,  kirk  of,  Logie  Dumo  .•'  717- 
Darroche,  Robert,  minister  of  Drume,  Drymen  ? 
545,  766,  936. 
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Darroche,  William,  Stirling,  3. 

Davidson,  Adam,  in  Caithness,  356. 

Davidson,  Duncan,  minister,  666,  717, 849,  936. 

Davidson,  John,  minister  of  Hamilton,  97,  5~2, 
579,  667,  757,  764,  1037. 

Davidson,  John,  regent  in  St.  Leonard's  Colledge, 
St.  Andrews,  and  minister  of  Libberton  and 
Saltpreston,  289-93,  298,  311,  388,  468, 
513,  623-6,  637,  747,  748,  765-8,  777-80, 
836,  838,  849,  857-9,  862,  863,  869,  914, 
916,  947,  1037. 

Davidson,  Patrick,  coUectoi",  234,  667. 

Davidson,  Ranken,  in  Kyle,  4. 

Davidson,  William,  minister  of  Rathen,  IOI7. 

Deacons,  5,  14,  I6,  43,  311,  389,  406,  501, 
650,  V.  Discipline. 

Deanrie,  59,  v.  Benefice. 

Dee,  Die,  bridge  of,  772,  777,  829. 

Deer,  Deere,  Deir,  abbey  of,  104  ; — abbot,  com- 
mendator  of,  Robert,  153,  155,  v.  Keith  ; — 
kirks  of,  717  ; — minister  of,  29,  v.  Name ; — 
presbytery  of,  1036. 

Defence  of  the  Kingdom,  857-61. 

Deis,  V.  Dais. 

Demission  of  charge,  296,  297,  302. 

Denino,  minister  of,  v.  Erskine. 

Dersie,  v.  Dairsie. 

Desertion,  42,  v.  Ministers. 

Dickson,  Alexander,  788,  789. 

Dillivaird,  Tullivaird,  laird  of,  4,  v.  Strachan. 

Dingwell,  Andro  Keith,  Lord,  750,  754. 

Dingwell,  kirk  of,  670 ; — presbytery  of,  48 1 . 

Dinmure,  Alexander,  531,  537  ; — Dynneu-,  470. 

Diocie,  16,  64,  209,  214,  215,  480-2,  1124. 

Dischington,  of  Ardross,  288. 

Dischington,  Andrew,  minister,  1085. 

Dischingtoun,  Thomas,  1 1 0. 

Discipline,  14,  159,  I60,  188,  432,  808,  96O. 

Discipline,  Book  (First)  of,  8,  25,  26,  41,  179, 
266,  372. 

Discipline,  Book  (Second)  of,  365,  373,  383-5, 
389,  391-8,  404-9,  414,  419,  434,  445, 
462,  487-512,  545,  547,  573,  500. 

Discipline  not  dispensed  with  for  rank  or  money, 
284. 


Disdeir,  (Durrisdeir,)  minister  of,  393,  v.  Be- 
toun ; — personage  of,  572,  v.  Glasgow,  sub- 
chanter  of. 

Disobedience,  65,  158,  l62,  l63,  287. 

Divorce,  19,  30,  31,  35,  54,  146,  148,  262,  267, 
270,  306,  333,  344,  345,  389,  524,  874. 

Doctors  (professors)  in  colleges,  305,  466,  469, 
475,  495,  959. 

Doctors  of  medicine,  1121. 

Doctrine,  miity  of,  14  ; — soundness  of,  249,  528, 
578  ; — unsound,  374-6. 

Doddis,  James,  minister,  532,  567,  667. 

Dodilstoun,  v.  Eddilstoun. 

Donaldson,  James,  minister,  1090. 

Donaldson,  Matthew,  1017- 

Donaldson,  Thomas,  802. 

Dornock,  kirk  of,  67O,  696,  697 ; — minister  of, 
V.  Pont ; — presbytery  of,  48 1 . 

Douglas,  769,  774; — personage  of,  224; — per- 
son of,  572,  V.  Loverance. 

Douglas,  Lord,  1050. 

Douglas,  Adam,  766. 

Douglas,  Alexander,  minister  of  Elgin,  666,  736, 
795,  800,  849-51,  863,  892,  919,  928,  943, 
948,  959,  961,  971,  973,  979,  996,  1000  ; 
—bishop  of  Mun-ay,  1036,  1058,  1079,  1086, 
1092,  1102,  1109,  1130,  1131,  1143,  1152. 

Douglas,  Archibald,  person  and  aixhdean  ol'  Glas- 
gow, 181,  192,  193,  235,  532,  567,  572. 

Douglas,  Archibald,  minister  of  Peebles,  649, 
667,  757,  765. 

Douglas,  Archibald,  of  Pendreich,  825. 

Douglas,  George,  bishop  of  Mun-ay,  2S0,  286", 
288,  295,  297,  300-3,  308,  315,  317,  321, 
323,  326,  333,  348,  349,  358,  36l,  366, 
450,  453,  464,  467,  593,  6 18,  736. 

Douglas,  George,  of  Bonjedburgh,  755. 

Douglas,  George,  minister  of  CuUen,  518,  1036, 
1061,  1131,  1152. 

Douglas,  Hector,  minister  of  Ancrum,  364,  404, 
420,  424,  425,  572. 

Douglas,  James,  of  Spott,  765. 

Douglas,  James,  of  Drumlanrig,  110,  318,  532, 
567,  756,  766,  1091. 

Douglas,  James,  minister,  763. 
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Douglas,  James,  of  Torthorwald,  4,  756. 
Douglas,  John,  rector  of  the  University,  29,  36, 

55,  62,  63,  73,  76,  77,  79,  95,  97  ;— bishop  of 

St.    Andrews,   237-44,    255,    257,    261-64, 

269,  281,  286,  291,  298,  305,  320,  334. 
Douglas,  Johne,  of  Pumfrestun,  13,  18. 
Douglas,  John,  in  Howden,  13. 
Douglass,    Patrick,    treasurer    of  Blmray,    336, 

342,  421. 
Douglas,  Robert,  of  Glenbervie,   110,594,718, 

825. 
Douglas,  of  Glenbervie,  younger,  698,  713,  7 1 6. 
Douglas,  Robert,  person  of  Mordington,  286,  336 
Douglass,  Thomas,  minister  of  Logie  and  Bal- 

merino,  719,  770,  973,  976,  1088. 
Douglass,  William,  minister  of  Elgin,  [^Kined- 

wart,]   666,   718,   756,   936,    1046,   1057, 

1061. 
Douglas,  William,  of  Whittingham,    110,   113, 

145,  289,  585,  703,  707. 
Doune,  James,  Lord,  571. 
Doune,  Laird  of,  younger,  811. 
Dow,  Donald,  301. 
Dreghorne,  Laird  of,  v.  FuUarton. 
Drum,  Laird  of,  v.  Irving. 
Drumblait,  minister  of,  336,  v.  Spence. 
Drume,  Drymen  ?  minister  of,  545,  v.  Darrochc. 
Drumlangi'ick,  Laird  of,  v.  Douglas. 
Drummond,  Lord,  96,  764 ; — his  daughter,  256, 

262. 
Drummond,  Andro,  minister,  1087. 
Drummond,  Charles,  provest  of  Linlithgow,  3. 
Drummond,  Hary,  Aberdeen,  813. 
Drummond,  Helen,  8 1 6. 
Drummond,  James,  Perth,  820. 
Drummond,  John,  reader,  287. 
Drummond,  Robert,  275,  277. 
Drummond,  Thomas,  minister  of  Creich,  35,40, 

50. 
Drumquhasil,  laird  of,  v.  Cunningham. 
Drumrusch,  gudman  of,  716. 
Drummynoure,  house  of,  336. 
Drunkenness,  284,  v.  Crimes,  Scandalls. 
Dryburgh,  Abbey  of,  105. 
Drymen,  v.  Drume. 


Duff,  James,  666,  757. 

Duffus,  person  of,  239)  v.  Keith. 

Dumbar,  v.  Dunbar. 

Dumbamie,  prebend  of,  I29. 

Dumbarton,  castle  of,  234; — minister  of,  132, 
225,  572,  V.  Custick  ; — presbytery  of,  917, 
977,  1088,  IO89. 

Dumbennan,  minister  of,  1126. 

Dumbennan,  presbytery  of,  1036. 

Dumblane,  Bishop  of,  v.  Bellenden,  Chisholme, 
Grahames  ; — bishopric  of,  234,  306,  41 6, 
435,  754,  757  ; — chapter  of,  325  ; — diocie 
of,  18,  531,  754,  757;— kirk  (fabrick)  of, 
706  ; — minister  of,  814,  v.  Young  ; — presby- 
tery of,  524,  738,  797,  803,  814;— provost 
of,  V.  Stewart ; — synod  of,  451. 

Dumbreck,  Willianr,  825. 

Dumfries,  commissary  clerk  of,  r.  JI'Gie  ; — 
commissioner  of,  318,  354  ; — kirks  of,  943, 
V.  Nithsdaill ; — minister  of,  532,  567,  667, 
.099,  K.  Bryson,  Ramsay  ; — presbytery  of,  978, 
1038; — provost  of,  999,  ^.  Stewart; — school- 
master of,  431-3,  V.  Dalyell  ; — sheriffdom  of, 
756,  758,  V.  Nithsdaill ;— toun  of,  334,  429, 
716,  964,  966. 

Dummanie,  v.  Dalmeny. 

Dun,  Laird  of,  v.  Erskine. 

Dunbar,  district  of,  4,  v.  Haddington  ; — exercise 
of,  270  ; — minister  of,  49,  204,  223,  647, 
V.  Hume,  Simpson  ; — presbytery  of,  484,  6S6, 
840,  977,  1088. 

Dunbar,  Sir  George  Home,  Earl  of,  treasurer, 
1022,  1028,  1046,  1048,  1056,  1065-71, 
1078-80,  1085,  1092,  1094,  1098,  IO99. 

Dunbar,  Alexander,  apparent  of  Tarbet,  825. 

Dunbar,  David,  collector,  234. 

Dunbar,  David,  of  Grangehill,  754. 

Dunbar,  George,  978. 

Dunbar,  James,  of  Tarbat,  754. 

Dunbar,  John,  of  Barr,  272,  294. 

Dunbar,  John,  of  Maynes,  825. 

Dunbar,  Mark,  of  Dullus,  825. 

Dunbar,  Patrick,  sheriff-wardatair  of  Elgin  and 
PoiTes,  754. 

Dunbar,  Patrick,  minister,  1 1 52. 
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Dunbar,  Robert,  ministei',  jSfi,  77*. 
Dunbar,  William,  of  Tarbolton,  272,  294. 
Dunbar,  William,  minister,  736. 
Duncan,  Andrew,  minister  of  Craill,  7(54,  1 0 1 C. 
Duncan,  Henry,  757- 

Duncansone,   John,   minister  of  Stirling  and  of 
the  King's  house,  35,  40,  124,  156,  186,  200, 
204,  222,  244,  288,   289,  293,    295,   299, 
325,  (commissioner  of  Galloway,  337,  passim 
to  737,)  343,  353,  358,  359,  362,  S65,  S72, 
373,  387,  391,  392,  395,  398,  404,  407-9, 
412,  416,  427,  428,  436,   438,  449,    460, 
470,  47.'5,  487,  51.S,  518,  522,    5.33,    532, 
.537,  538,  545-7,  567,  569,  576,  578,  581, 
584,  585,  59h  596,  605,  613-6,  624,  628, 
635,  646,  649,  655,  664,  6S7,  692,  697, 
700,  730,  735,  737,  757,  767,  785,   848, 
852,  896,  910,  928,  938,  942,  969. 
Duncansone,  Thomas,  reader  at  Stirling,  44. 
Duncansone,  Thomas,  minister  at  Bowden,  288. 
Dundas,  David,  of  Preistisinche,  755. 
Dundas,   George,  of  that  Ilk,    735,    755,  755, 

1079- 
Dundas,  James,  minister,  666,  936,  1036,  10S6, 
1092; — Patrick  and  Thomas,  ministers,  1086. 
Dundee,  35,  81,  449,  456,  749,  770,  810,  978. 
Dundee,  Assemblies  at,  474,  476,  479, 1 042-4, 
1073;— Act  of,  836,  842,  845,  86I  ;— elder- 
ship of,  52.5,  549,  551  ;— kbk  of,  6S8  ;— mi- 
nister of,    3,  638,  928,   936,  V.  Christieson, 
(Howie,)  948  ; — preachers  in,  998  ; — presby- 
tery of,  593,  776,  948,  975,  1036,  1087. 
Dundee,  constable  of,   v.  Scrimgeour ; — provost 

of,  ».  Halyburton. 
Dundonald,  kirk  of,  61. 

DunfeiTnline,  Sir  Alexander  Seatoun,  Earl  of, 
prior  of  Pluscardin,  759  ; — Lord  Chancellor  of 
Scotland,  1014,  1079,  1080,  1109,  1113. 
Dunfermline,  Abbacy  of,  233,  719; — abbot, 
commendator  of,  v.  Pitcaim  / — baillie  of,  375 ; 
— exercise  of,  406 ; — kirk  of,  388,  390,  706 ; 
— minister  of,  32,  200,  223,  962,  1020,  v. 
Fairfoul,  Ferguson,  1114,  Murra}^ — presby- 
tery of,  487,  961,  976,  1020,  1037,  1088. 
Dunkeld,  bishop  of,  v.  Lindsay,  Paton,  Rollock. 


Dunkeld,  bishoprick  of,  232,  264,  270,  350 ; — 
cathedral  of,  287  ; — commissioner  of,  454,   v. 
Row; — diocie  of,   282,  332,   416,   435,470, 
754,  757  ; — mass  in,  254 ; — minister  of,  28, 
29,   V.   Pont,    Foullis ; — presbytery  of,   549, 
803,  1037,  1087. 
Dunkirk,  732. 
Dunmme,  v.  Dinmui'e. 
Dunrod,  Laird  of,  473. 
Dunnet  Abbey,  104. 

Dunnibirsle,  house  of,  823,  875,  893,  898. 
Dunnone,  John,  756. 
Dunse,  810; — minister  of,  223; — presbytery  of, 

1037,  1089. 
Duntreath,  Laird  of,  v.  Edmonstone. 
Duplin,  kirk  of,  closed,  53. 
Durem,  (Durham)  Alexander,  518. 
Durham,  William,  of  Grange,  3,  60,  110. 
Durie,  John,   minister  of  Edinburgh,  204,  271, 
309,  331,  365,  388,   396,    418,   431,   470, 
513,  523,    525,   529,  538,   544,  547,    565, 
576-8O,  583,  604,  616,  623,  626,  637,  666, 
686,  691,  729,  730,  763,  796,  800,  849. 
Durie,  John,  Jesuit,  71 6. 
Durie,  John,  preacher,  804. 
Durie,  Josua,  minister  of  Inverkeilor,  975. 
Durie,  Robert,  minister  of  Anstruther,  940,  973, 

976,  983,  989,  1013,  1016. 
Durie,  Simeon,  1087. 
Dykes,   John,   minister  of  Culrose,    I98,    204, 

256,  300,  388,  547,  667,  757- 
Dynneir,  Dirmiure .''  Alexander,  470. 
Dysart,   minister  of,    223,   707,   91 6,   929,    v. 
Jlun-ay  ; — personage  of,  929,  .930. 


Eddleston,  Edelstoun,  (Dodilstoun,  572,)  mi- 
nister of,  13,  V.  Hay,  Geoi'ge  ; — personage  ofj 
131,  224,  450  ; — reader  of,  430. 

Edinburgh,  12,  102,  251,  749,  798,  821,  849, 
850,  948,  978,  1025. 

Edinburgh,  Castle  of,  2:}3,  642,  984,  (Captain 
of,)  731 ; — College  of,  723  ; — commissaries  of, 
63,  540,  5i3,  855,  970,  1079,  1080; — 
divisions  in,  586,  598. 
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Edinburgl),  magistrates  and  council  of,  .577, 
725,  731,  732,  789,  836,  86l ;— Sabbath- 
mercats  in,  776,  777 ; — sheriffdome  of,  755, 
757. 
Edinburgh,  kirk  of,  old  (St  Giles,)  277,  282, 
456,  861,  (new,)  857,  862,  869,  (Queen's 
College,)  St.  Cuthbert's,  277,  282,  (Trinity 
College,)  323 ;— kirk-session,  (eldership,)  con- 
sistory of,  29,  31,  35,  41,  42,  60,  72,  79-83, 
135,  260,  261,  273,  323,  411,  577,  710, 
748,833; — ministers  of,  3,  163,  208,  222, 
256,  258,  271,  281,  289,  330,  337,  363, 
376,  545,  546,  580,  586,  642,  696,  699, 
710,  734,  737,  855,  892,  901,  902,  909, 
911,  928,  936,  942,  959,  965,  971,  972, 
989,991,  1068,  1123,  1125,  1157,1167; 
— presbytery  (eldership,  exercise,)  of,  465-8, 
482,  564-74,  584,  587,  589,  593-7,  606, 
61 8,  623,  636,  720,  725,  735,  738,  746-9. 
777,  785,  797,  802,  835,  839,  909,  972, 
976,  984,  995,  1003,  1037,  1068,  1088. 

Edmonstone,  Admistoun,  Edmistoun,   Laird  of, 
720,  797,  1057. 

Edmonstone,  John,  minister,  975. 

Edmonstone,  William,  of  Duntreath,    110,  526, 
531,  755,  1091. 

Edmonstone,  William,  minister  of  Cargill,  204, 
4V  667,  690,  763,  796. 

Education,  33,  v.  Schools. 

Education,  foreign,  425,  426,  437,   965,  967, 
968,  990,  1025,  1054. 

Education  of  royal  family,  965,  968. 

Eglintoun,  mass  in,  254. 

Eglintoun,  Earl  of,  6,  178,  532,  1028. 

Eglintoun,  Master  of,  755,  813. 

Eglintoun,  Archibald,  579. 

Eglisgi-eg,  (St.  Cyrus,)  minister  of,  222. 

Eglishame,  parochiners  of,  797,  812,  813,  814; 
— personage  of,  224. 

Egyptians,  (Gypsies,)  780. 

Elders,   14,  43,  311,  496,  549,  650 ;— election 
of,  5,  568,  V.  Policy ; — number  of,  567. 

Elderships,  425,  477,  487,  497,  537,  546,  549- 
52,  V.  Kirk-Sessions,  Presbyteries. 

Election  of  ministers,  v.  Ministers. 


Elgin,  270,  453,  467,  1025; — kirk-session  of, 
178; — presbytery  of,  481,  1036; — minister 
of,  319,  421,  W.Douglas,  Garden,  Winchester  ; 
— sheriffdome  of,  754,  757. 

Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,  275,  394,  613, 
642. 

Elliot,  James,  minister,  804,  1086. 

Ellon,  kirk  of,  717; — presbytery  of,  952,  1036. 

Elphingstoun,  Laird  of,  v.  Johnston. 

Elphingstoun,  Sir  George,  of  Blythswood,    1091. 

Elphingstoun,  George,  of  Eastwood,  46l,  1080. 

Elphingstoun,  James,  parson  of  Invemoughtie, 
(Lord  Balmerino,)  518  ?  764  ; — secretary, 
969,  974,  1014? 

Elphingstoun,  Michael,  518. 

ElphinstouR,  NicoU,  396. 

Endirchariite,  v.  Inneraritie. 

England,  ambassador  to,  6l3  ; — ambassador 
from,  642; — association  with,  254,  6l3  ; — 
bishops  of,  85  ; — Queen  of,  v.  Elizabeth. 

Ennernesse,  v.  Inverness. 

Enzie,  well  in,  1055,  Ell}-,  71 6. 

Erection,  Lords  of,  1067. 

Errol,  bailzie  of,  539  ;— kirk  of,  4l6. 

Errol,  Francis  Hay,  Earl  of,  770,  822,  829, 
830,  89s,  900,  917,  919,  9'--i9,  934,  964, 
967,  981,  984,  98.5,  1050,  1067  ;— his  lady, 
770,  873,  876. 

En'on,  V.  Arran,  isle  of. 

Erskine,  minister  of,  (w.  Hill ;)— personage  of, 
224. 

Erskine,  Areskine,  Lord,  17,  29,  41. 

Erskine  of  Dun,  elder  and  younger,  255. 

Erskine,  John,  of  Dun,  superintendent  of  Angus 
and  Hemes,  3,  4,  13,  19,  25,  29,  35,  38-40, 
49-52,  54,  57-59,  62,  65,  73,  77,  82,  88, 
92-5,  110,  113,  120,  131,  133,  135,  141, 
143,145,  178,  182,  185,  186,190,200,203, 
204,  208,  235,  242-4,  250,  256,  257,  26l, 
264,  271,  288, "290-8,  304,  307,  309,  314, 
3l6,  318,  320,  322,  331,  332,  338,  341, 
348,  352,  359-62,  366,  373,  383,  384, 
391,  398,  409,  416,  427,  435,  436,  469, 
470,  487,  531,  581,  624,  646,  648,  664, 
688,  700,  737,  745. 
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Erskino,  J.,  of  PIttodrie,  825. 

Erskine,  John,  minister,  975. 

Erskine,  Robert,  518. 

Erskine,  William,  [[minister  of  Denino,]  1009- 

1012,  112+,  1128,  1131. 
Eskdale,  kirks  of,  106l. 
Essie,  parochine  of,  96\. 

Estate,  Third,  210,  369,  479,  v.  Vote  in  Parlia- 
ment. 
Etterick  Forest,  mass  in,  6,  v.  Selkirk. 
Ettlestone,  exhorter  of,  464. 
Ewat,  Ewart,  v.  Hewat. 
Ewisdalo,  kirks  of,  106l. 
Examination  before  the  Communion,  774,   784, 

788,  V.  Catechising. 
Excambion  of  parishes,  953. 
Exchequer,  Lords  of,  158,  l6l,  174,  263,  736, 

880,  882  ;— Acts,  Articles  of,  707,  726,  783, 

785,  876,  878,  886,  999- 
Excommunication,  77, 139,  1  77,  28S,  284,  309, 

358,  588,  852,  853,  1004,  1048,  1049,  1098, 

1105;— Book  of,  37,93,  131,  155,  176,272; 

— summary,  776,  852,  853,  947. 
Excommunicats,  144,  267,  272,  27.9,  583,  590, 

748,  749,  768,  802,  952,   982,  990 ;— reset 

of,  and  converse  with,  279,  580,  583,  590. 
Execution  of  justice,   58,   59,  111,   124,   128, 

339,  *>.  Grievances,  Justice. 
Exercise,  58,  265,  270,  321,  331,  358,  366, 

406,  430,  439,   535,  692,  947,  989,  1097, 

V.  Presbytery,  1101,  1105. 
Exhorters,  63,  65,  81,  158,  252,  464. 
Expectants,  persons  able  to  teach,  &c.,  4,  290, 

V.  Preachers. 
Extension  kirks,  v.  Kirks,  (Parishes). 


Failfubd,  minister  of,  105. 

Fairfull,  John,  minister  of  Dumfermline,  764, 
930,  962,  969,  973,  976,  989,  1020,  1037. 

Fairlie,  Femelay,  Robert,  of  Braid,  3,  110,  145, 
164,  203,  256,  257,  271,  290,  304,  307, 
352,  354,  418,  436,  450,  460,  464,  470, 
473,  526,  544,  546,  548,  585,  626,  638, 
755,  765. 


Falconer,  Robert,  824. 

Faldonside,  Fawdonsj'de,  Laird  of,  v.  Ker. 

Falkirk,  kirk  of,  l63; — minister  of,  v.  Bellen- 
den,  Forrester  ; — vicarage  of,  234. 

Falkland,  conferences  at,  v.  Conference ; — minis- 
ter ofj  V.  Mure  ; — palace  of,  452,  829  ; — pres- 
bytery of,  482,  549. 

Families  of  the  Nobihty,  964,  966,  990. 

Family  of  the  King,  484,  964-6,  969. 

Family  of  the  Prince,  964,  966,  969,  991. 

Family  of  the  Queen,  964,  969. 

Family  religion,  873,  964. 

Famine,  405. 

Farholme,  v.  Ferholme. 

Farnell,  Fernewell,  minister  of,  v.  Campbell. 

Farquhar,  Hugh,  in  Crapton,  272,  294. 

Farquharson,  Ferquharson,  Donald,  of  Tilligar- 
month,  824. 

Farquharson,  William,  of  Kelleyis,  826. 

Fast,  Fasting,  76,  78,  99,  138,  194,  252,  312, 
390,  407-11,  422,  451,  569,  747,  854, 
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Gudman,  v.  Goodman. 
Guidland,  Agnes,  396. 
Guise,  Duke  of,  633  ;— House  of,  843,  844. 
Guthrie,  Alexander,  of  Halkertoun,  3,  54. 
Guthrie,  Alexander,  minister,  1036,  1086. 
Guthrie,  Henry,  minister,  757,  764,  815,  1087. 
Guthrie,  John,  minister  of  Perth,  1087,  1152. 
Guthrie,  Laird  of,  110. 
Gypsies,  v.  Beggars,  Egyptians. 


Habits,  clerical,  613-14,  i'.  Ministers. 

Haddington,  Thomas  Hamilton,  of  Binning,  Earl 
of,  1079,  "•  Binning. 

Haddington,  695; — Abbay  of,  105; — constabu- 
lary of,  755,  757;— minister  of,  51,  204,  223; 
— vicar  of,  336,  v.  Bonkle,  Caimichael,  Cock- 
bui-n,  Greir  ; — presbytery  of,  485,  589,  635, 
695,  797,  857,  977,  1037,  1088  ;— thirds  of, 
634. 

Haddon,  Walter,  Carstairs,  336. 

Hair,  William,  minister,  1085. 

Halcro,  Haleio,  Magnus,  35,  270,  286-7. 

Halden,  John,  of  Glennegeis,  754,  764,  9 16, 
930. 

Halhill,  Laird  of,  v.  Melville. 

Haliewood,  Halywood,  v.  Holywood. 

Halkerstoun,  Captain,  995. 

Haliburton,  v.  Halyburton. 

Hall,  John,  minister  of  Leith,  667,  765,  936, 
943,  948  ;— of  Edinburgh,  959,  963,  967, 
972,  979,  980,  981,  983,  988,  996,  1031, 
1037,    1046,   1049,    1057-9,    IO61,    IO69, 


1070,  1071,  1079,  1088,  1092,  1099,  1102, 

1109,  1124,  1127,  1131. 
Hall,  Sir  Thomas,  720. 
Hall,  Thomas,  in  Rouors,  720. 
Hall,  William,  Perth,  820. 
Haltoun,  Hawton,  Laird  of,  v.  Lawder. 
Halyday,  James,  commissary  of  Dumfries,  1 080. 
Halyburton,  George,  of  Pitcur,  754. 
Halyburton,  James,  tutor  of  Pitcur,   and  provost 

of  Dundee,  47,  182,  203,  233,  396,  518,  531, 

544 ; — King's  Commissioner  to  the  Assembl}', 

585-9,  610,  61 8,  619,  703,  704,  729. 
Halyroodhouse,  Halirudhous,  v.  Holyroodhouse. 
Halzeards,  Lord  of  Session,  v.  Graham. 
Hamilton,  minister  of,  I6,  29,  225,  572,  f.  Da- 
vidson, Hamilton  ; — personage  of,  224,  572  ; 

—presbytery  of,  797,  977,  1038,  IO89. 
Hamilton,   James,   Marquis  of,   38-40,   136-8, 

178,  578-80,  605,  634,  747- 
Hamilton,  Lord  John,  754-6. 
Hamilton,   Dr   Archibald,   minister  of  Paisle}-, 

1089,  1152. 
Hamilton,  Archibald,  4. 
Hamilton,  Claud,  abbot  of  Paisley,  and  his  lad}', 

804. 
Hamilton,  David,  exhorter  at  Monkland,  1 58. 
Hamilton,  Gavin,  minister,  721,  849,  850,  892, 

936,  943,  959,  972,  973,  979,  996,  1000; 

— bishop   of  Galloway,    1038,    1047,    1058,. 

1066,  1080,  1090,  1092,  1099,  1102. 
[Hamilton,  Gavin,]  commendator  of  Kilwinning, 

96,  102. 
Hamilton,  Sir  James,  96. 
Hamilton,  James,  minister  of  Dairy  ?   758,  766, 

768,  854. 
Hamilton,  James,  of  Libberton,  755,  800. 
Hamilton,  James,    dean  of  Glasgow,   (person   of 

Hamilton,)  1080,  1089,  1152. 
Hamilton,  James,  commissary  of  Lanark,  1080. 
Hamilton,    James,  of  Kincavell,  36,  532,  539, 

567. 
Hamilton,  James,  of  Rochbank,  765. 
Hamilton,  Sir  John,  1022. 
Hamilton,  John,  minister  of  Schotts,  225,   533, 

579,  667,  766. 
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Hamilton,  John,  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  88, 

89. 
Hamilton,  Malcolm,  998. 
Hamilton,  Patrick,  668. 

Hamilton,  Patrick,  of  Lynnerhauch,  272,  294. 
Hamilton,  Robert,  minister  of  St.  Andrews,  4, 

27,  97,  124,   145,  179,  189,  194,  237,  260, 

262,  290,  293,  297,  312,   33i,    351,   358, 

373,  375,  422,  433. 
Hamilton,   Robert,    minister   of  Mauchlin   and 

Ochiltree,  17,  28. 
Hamilton,  Robert,  minister  of  Irvine,  97. 
Hamilton,  Robert,  minister  of  Hamilton,  16,  29. 
Hamilton,   Robert,   minister,    38,   40,   50,    77, 

191,  244,  272. 
Hamilton,  Samuel,   son  of  Himilton  of  Preston, 

802. 
Hamilton,  Sir  Thomas,  of  Priestfield,  765. 
Hamilton,  Thomas,  518  ? 
Hamilton,  Thomas,  v.  Binning. 
Hamilton,  William,  minister  in  Galloway,  IO9O. 
Hamilton,  William,  minister  of  Cumnock,  572, 

800,  978,  980. 
Hamilton,  William,  of  Cambuskeith,  6,  1047- 
Hamilton,  Sir  William,  of  Sanquhar,  98,  272, 

294. 
Hannay,  John,  of  Wigtoun,  767- 
Harden,  Harne,  Laird  of,  v.  Scott. 
Hardie,  Patrick,  54,  55. 
Harlaw,  William,  minister  of  St.  Cuthbort's,  3, 

13,  78,  204,  266. 
Hart,  John,  13. 

Hart,  William,  of  Prestoun,  1056. 
Hart-Gray,  Laird  of,  598. 
Harvie,  Andrew,  of  Elrick,  824. 
Harvie,  James,  155. 

Hauch,   minister  of,    I6,   639,  (1131,  v.  Hep- 
bum.) 
Hault,  Holt,  Mr.,  Jesuite,  616,  620,  642. 
Hawtone,  Hatton,  Laird  of,  v.  Lawder. 
Hawick,  telnds  of,  638. 
Hay,  William,  Lord,  v.  Tester. 
Hay,  Alexander,  of  Dalgetie,  825. 
Hay,  Alexander,  826. 
Hay,  Alexander,  of  Auchraathen,  873,  877. 


Hay,  Alexander,  minister,  975. 

Hay,  Alexander,  of  Easter  Kennet,  scribe  to  the 
Secret  Council,  IO6,  148,  236,  277,  288,  299, 
329,  337,  368  ;— Clerk-Register,  469,  519. 
537,  571,  610,  649,  656,  66s,  708,  731, 
741,  742,  750. 

Hay,  Sir  Alexander,  (son  of  the  preceding,) 
Clerk-register,  1109,  1113. 

Hay,  Sir  Alexander,  of  Newton,  Secretary,  1079, 
1085. 

Hay,  Andrew,  minister  of  Renfrew,  1 32,  1 45, 
150  ; — commissioner  of  Cliddisdaill,  Renfrew, 
and  Lennox,  158,  178,  183,  186,  190,  192, 
200,  203,  204,  208,  225,  226,  235,  238- 
40,  244,  245,  257,  263,  281,  282,  286,  299, 
.302,  311,  315-18,  322,  325,  337,  338,  355, 
359-62,  365,  368,  373,  374,  381-4,  390, 
392,  398,  404,  406,  409,  413-18,  427,  432, 
434,  436,  449,  451,  459,  460,  463,  464, 
468-75,  487,  513,  522,  526,  537,  538, 
545-8,  572,  573,  577,  581,  585,  591,  596, 
605,  612,  616,  624,  625,  637,  640,  646, 
649,  655,  606,  664,  685,  700,  729,  733, 
737,  741,  757,  766,  768. 

Hay,  Edmund,  Jesuite,  71 6,  751. 

Hay,  George,  minister  of  Eddilstoun,  13,  17, 
27  ;— of  the  Privy  Council,  42,  51,  54  ; — of 
Ruthven,  63,  77,  79,  113,  125,  131,  135, 
165,  184; — commissioner  of  Aberdeen,  186, 
190,  200,  205,  225,  256,  257,  263,  270, 
271,  280,  282,  288-90,  295-8,  301-4,  307, 
308,  314-17,  321,  322,  332,  336; — of  Caith- 
ness, 337,  340,  358-62,  365,  366,  313,  374, 
385,  391,  394-8,  416,  435,  450,  451,  460, 
463,  470,  471,  530-2,  537,  539,  545,  566- 
72,  585-8,  594,  605,  606,  6 1 3-1 6,  62  5,  62  7, 
637,  646,  647,  664,  736,  763,  961,  973, 
1036,  1046,  1049,  1058,  1060,  1069,  1070, 
1086,  1092,  1124. 

Hay,  George,  minister  of  TmTeff,  1131. 

Hay,  Helenor,  Lady  Livingston,  Countess  of  Lin- 
lithgow, 721,  965,  968,  982,  1004. 

Hay,  Sir  James,  of  Kingask,  comptroller,  1079- 

Hay,  James,  minister,  1086. 

Hay,  James,  bishop  of  Ross,  35,  36. 
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Hay,  John,  minister  of  Renfrew,  972,  977,  980, 

986,  1031,  1038,  1047,  1058,  1080,  1089, 

1092,  1099,  1110,  1152. 
Hay,  John,  of  Lochloy,  754,  825. 
Hay,  John,  papist,  434. 
Hay,  Nicol,  Haddington,  695. 
Hay,  Robert,  minister,  1036. 
Hay,  Thomas,  minister,  533. 
Hay,  Dr  Theodore,  person  of  Peebles,  1110. 
Hay,  Walter,  minister,  560,  849. 
Hay,  William,  commissary  of  Glasgow,  1110. 
Hazlehead,  Hesilhead,  Laird  of,  v.  Montgomerj'. 
Head  of  the  Kirk,  125,  582,  584,  6OO,  601. 
Heads,  v.  Articles. 
Hegate,  Hegget,  Archibald,  590,  599,  60O,  604, 

722,  803. 
Hegate,  William,  599,  604. 
Helvetia,  Confession  of,  90,  ».  Zurick. 
Henderson,    Alexander,    minister   of   Leuchars, 

1167. 
Hem-ison,  Robert,  minister,  IO90,  1092,  1152. 
Henrison,   Thomas,   commissary   of  Edinburgh, 

1079,  1080,  1110. 
Henry,  King,  (Damley,)   108,   109,  115,  137, 

144. 
Hemy,  Prince  of  Wales,  852,  943,  964,  969, 991. 
Hepbume,  Alexander,  bishop  of  Ross,  280,  321, 

326,  348,  349,  355,  358,  420. 
Hepbume,  Edward,  minister  at  Prestoun,  977, 

1037,  1047,  1057,  1088,  1092,  1110,  1124, 

(Hauche,  1131.) 
Hepbume,  George,  4,  parson  of  Hauch,  16. 
Hepbume,  James,  minister,  320. 
Hepburne,  John,  minister  of  Brechin,  4,  27,  34, 

39,  44,  455,  467,  531,  648,  763. 
Hepburne,  Patrick,  bishop  of  Munay,  178. 
Hepbume,  Robert,  in  Teviotdale,  720. 
Hepburne,  Robert,  minister,  709,  724,  729,  777, 

796,  799,  800. 
Hepburne,  Thomas,  minister  in  Dunbar  presby- 
tery, 1088,  1092. 
Hepbume,   Thomas,   minister  of  Aldhamstocks, 

4,  18,  115,  150,  374-6. 
Hepbume,  William,  646. 
Herald,  Lyon,  290. 


Hei'ing,  Archibald,  in  Stratherne,  355. 

Hering,James,provostofMethven,  336,351,  775. 

Herlinges,  Catharine,  71 6. 

Heriot,  Adam,  minister  of  Aberdeen,  27,  79, 
103,  136. 

Heriot,  George,  commissioner  from  Edinburgh, 
971,  978,  991. 

Heriot,  John,  of  Trabroun,  304,  307. 

Heriot,  Matthew,  802. 

Heriot,  Richai'd,  518. 

Heriot,  William,  reader,  58. 

Herries,  Lady,  elder  and  younger,  7 '  6. 

Herries,  Lord,  9Q,  318,  380,  405,  406,  532, 
567,  698,  716,  964,  967,  981,  984,  1025. 

Herries,  John,  396  ; — in  Dalkeith  presbytery, 
757,  765. 

Hesilhead,  v.  Montgomery. 

Heterodox  opinions,  v.  Doctrine. 

Hetlie,  George,  minister  of  Abernyte,  719. 

Hewat,  Peter,  minister  of  Edinburgh,  969,  1047, 
1079,  10S8,  1092,  1109,  1127. 

Hewie,  Robert,  896,  v.  Plowie. 

Hewisone,  Hewsone,  v.  Howiesone. 

Hill,  James,  minister  of  Erskin,  572. 

Hislop,  Robert,  minister  at  Whitsome,  766. 

Hogg,  Thomas,  minister  at  Dysart,  998. 

Hobdays,  180,  332,  334,  389,  v-  Gowrie's  Con- 
spiracy. 

Holt,  V.  Hault. 

Holyroodhouse,  Lord,  1022,  1046,  1057,  v. 
Bothwell,  Stewart. 

Holyroodhouse,  277,  282,  518,  605,  645;— 
Abbacieof,  l62,  I66,  I67,  349,634,645, 
655  ;— Assembly  at,  974,,  1040,  1041;— 
canons  of,  1 67  ; — chapel  of,  645,  646  ; — 
chapter  of,  634 ; — commendator  of,  77,  96, 
134,  190,  V.  Stewart,  Robert ; — conference  at, 
652-4,  1000;— kirk  (fabric)  of,  131,  l63, 
167  ;— minister  of,  13,  206,  262,  v.  Craig, 
Brand  ; — parishioners  of,  274. 

Holywood,  abbot  of,  616,  620,  1005  ;— kirk  of, 
1005  ; — minister  of,  v.  Browne. 

Home,  Hoome,  v.  Hume. 

Home,  Alexander,  Earl  of,  110,  698,  706,  71.9, 
720,  821,  833-42,  964,  96/,  981,984,  1025. 
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Home,  Lady,  6. 

Home,  Alexander,  minister  of  (Dunbaa,)  539, 

613,  647,  836. 
Home,  Alexander,  of  North-Berwick,  755,  836, 

1091. 
Home,  George,  of  Spott,   3,  60,  110,  164,  182, 

-289,  354. 
Home,  Sir  James,  of  Coldenknowis,   182,  436, 

526,  532,  704,  755. 
Home,  Sir  John,  of  North-Berwick,  1057. 
Home,  John,  minister  in  Merse,  766. 
Homicide,  v.  Slaughter. 
Hood,  Robin,  play,  388,  407,  410,  784. 
Hooker's  Ecclesiastical  Policy,  1 1 54. 
Hope,  Edward,  commissioner  for  Edinburgh,  3, 

13. 
Hope,  Thomas,  solicitor  for  the  kirk,  96O. 
Hospital,  (Poor,)  44,  46,  60,  291,  339,  415. 
Houston,  Howston,  Laird  of,  182,  1057. 
Houyson,  v.  Howieson. 
Howbume,  William,  110. 
Hovirie,   Doctor   Robert,   principal  of  Marischal 

College,   Aberdeen,   and   New  College  of  St. 

Andrews,  936,  946,  948,  959,  973,  975,  977, 

983,  986-9,  996,   1000,  1024,    1058,  IO6O, 

1069-71,  1079,  1087,  1092,  (1124  Howit,) 

1131. 
Howieson,   David,  435,   470,   531,   566,  587, 

666. 
Howieson,  John,   minister  of  Cambuslang,  545, 

572,  579,  583,  590-1,  598,  600,  604,   618, 

691,  737,  850,  851,  901,   977,  987,  1000, 

1089. 
Howieson,   Thomas,  minister  of  Inverness,  333, 

569,  666,  756. 
Howit,  w.  Howie. 
Howston,  V.  Houston. 
Hoy,  eiT.  Hay  of  Lochloy,  825. 
Hume,  Hwme,  v.  Home. 
Hume,  Alexander,  824. 
Hume,  Alexander,  of  Huttonhall,  755. 
Hume,  Alexander,  minister  of  Logie,   589,  637, 

646,  975. 
Hume,  David,   minister  of  Aldhamstocks,    150, 

266,  271,  354,  403,  578,  996. 


Hume,  David,  minister  of  Coldingham,  646-8, 
757,  840,  1037,  1046,  1058. 

Hume,  Sir  George,  824. 

Hume,  George,  of  Wedderbuni,  755,  824. 

Hume,  Patrick,  apparent  of  Aytoun,  755. 

Hume,  William,  of  Hutton,  29O,  354. 

Hundelee,  Laird  of,  5.32. 

Hunter,  Andro,  minister  of  Cambee,  662  ; — of 
Newbum,  837,  842,  845. 

Hunter,  James,  I60. 

Hunter,  Janet,  in  Ormeston,  135. 

Hunter,  Robert,  in  Dumfries  presbytery,  978, 
1006,  1090. 

Huntly,  Countess  of,  873,  876,  877,  948,  965, 
1024. 

Huntly,  George  Earl  of,  (the  father,)  (Chancellor, 
77,)  95,  134,  136,  139,  153,  155,  200,  275. 

Huntly,  George,  Earl  of,  (the  son,)  633,  698, 
706,  717-19,  731,  735,  738,  746,  751,  789, 
822,  827-30,  892,  896-900,  909,  917-9, 
922,  929,  934,  952,  964,  967,  930,  984, 
1024,  1048  ; — Marquis  of,  IO67,  1098,  IO99, 
1113,  1121,  1129-31  ;— his  children,  1025. 

Hutton,  minister  of,  «.  Hume. 


Idolatry,  5,  6,  8,  19,  25,  39,  47,  59,  688, 
704,  787,  V.  Mass. 

Idolatry,  monuments  of,  5,  IO9,  312,  v.  Papists. 

Imposition  of  hands,  925,  1124. 

Inauguration  of  ministers,  155,  173,  176,  I96, 
323,  386. 

Incest,  154-6,  I96,  305,  803,  v.  Crimes. 

Inchaffray,  abbay  of,  112. 

Inchaw,  Robert,  minister  of  Kilmanie,  9S6,  970. 

Inchbrakie,  (Graham,)  Laird  of,  182. 

Inchbrayock  and  Marytoun,  minister  of,  v.  Mel- 
ville. 

Inche,  parochin  of,  950. 

Inchmahomo,  abbey  of,  105. 

Inchsture,  minister  of,  v.  Jarden. 

Inglis,  George,  in  Linlithgow  presb3'tery,  976. 

Inglis,  Gilbert,  802. 

Inghs,  John,  minister  of  Ochiltrie,  159,  204, 
238,  572,  667,  758,  766,  1038. 
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Inglis,  Nathan,  Nathaniel,  minister  of  Craigie, 
961,  973,  978,  980. 

Inhibition  by  the  Kirk,  732,  733. 

Inhibition  by  Secret  Council,  559,  632,  634., 
1053. 

Injunctions  to  attend  worship,  267 ; — to  com- 
missioners, 96,  188,  281,  V.  Instructions. 

Inneraritie,  (Endercharitie,)  parishoners  of,  770; 
— personage  of,  770,  930. 

Innerlethin,  minister  of,  v.  Sanderson. 

Innei-meath,  (Stewart,)  Lord,  110,  824.. 

Innermeath,  Master  of,  96. 

Innemess,  v.  Inverness. 

Innertowchie,  Laird  otj  355. 

Innerwick,  Laird  of,  1022. 

Innes,  Innies,  Laird  of,  333. 

Innes,  Alexander,  apparent  of ,  826. 

Innes,  James,  825. 

Innes,  John,  minister  in  Moray,  475,  666,  763, 
768. 

Innes,  John,  of  Auchlunkart,  825. 

Innes,  John,  apparent  of  Cockstoun,  826. 

Innes,  Robert,  of  that  ilk,  754,  824. 

Innes,  Robert,  of  Elreck,  826. 

Innes,  Robert,  minister,  666,  V25,  736,  756. 

Innes,  Thomas,  apparent  of  Edingeicht,  826. 

Inquisition,  Spanish,  817- 

Inshaw,  v.  Inchaw. 

Instructions,  633,  701,  9O8,  909. 

Intrinsic  power  of  the  Kirk,  6OI. 

Intruders,  27,  44. 

Intrusion,  482. 

Inverness,  John,  Lord,  824. 

Inverness,  44,  1025  ; — commissioner  of,  34, 
139  ; — kirk  of,  270;— minister  01,  531,  566, 
«.  Howieson; — presbytery  of,  481,  847,  1036; 
— sherrifdome  of,  754,  756. 

Inverury,  Innerug,  kirk  of,  717,  minister  of, 
V.  Mylne; — presbytery  of,  481. 

Ireland,  Alexander,  minister,  1087,  IO92. 

Irish  tongue,  40,  44,  47,  175,  692. 

Irvine,  Irving,  Irwing,  1025  ; — kirk  of,  61, 
1051; — minister  of,  225,  260.  572,  P.Ha- 
milton,  Young; — presbytery  of,    485,    549, 


797,   950,   961,   978,   984,    1038,  1051;— 

preachers  in,  998. 
Irwing,  Agnes,  540. 

Irwing,  Alexander,  of  Drum,  754,  824,  1079- 
Irwing,  James,  minister  of  Tuiche,  1017. 
Irwing,  John,  of  Petmurchie,  826. 
Irwing,  William,  of  Beltie,  825. 
Isles,  Bishop  of,  331,  468,  590,  6 1 4,  623,  628, 

V.  Carsewell,  Knox. 
Isles,   diocie  of,   470,    480,    756,  v.  Argyle ; — 

exercise   (presbytery)  in,  661,  1038  ; — synod 

of,  661. 


Jack,  Jak,  Thomas,  minister  of  Rutherglen,  572, 
573,  579,  757,  766. 

James  III.  King,  8O9. 

James  (VI.)  Prince,  104,  108,  109. 

James  VI.  King,  117,  125,  129,  138-40,  151, 
220,  227,  235,  246,  250,  279,  281,  310, 
347,  360,  374,  378,  404-10,  413-15,  419- 
23,  434-8,  441-52,  456-9,  461-6,  471-5, 
512-30,  534,  535,  538-47,  550-4,  560-2, 
565,  571-88,  591-6,  601-14,  618-20,  624, 
625,  62S-34,  6S9,  641-68,  685-91,  696- 
715,  730-47,  750-3,  756,  758-61,  770-2, 
778-80,  784,  785,  788,  796-9,  804-10, 
818,  820-39,  854,  859-62,  867-9,  872- 
97,  900-10,  914,  918-28,  930-4,  937-46, 
948-54,  959-74,  982-91,  .994-1035,  1039- 
65,  1078,  1102,  1108,  e;  jwassiTO  ;— his  am- 
bassador, 612,  613  ; — his  articles,  566,  6I8, 
699-702,  804-7,  836,  842-5,  852,  853 ; — 
his  associates,  569,  631,  633,  643,  715,  965; 
—his  authority,  177,  182,  192,  193,  207, 
208,  247,  273-6,  295  ; — his  commission  to 
attend  the  Assembly,  587, — instructions  to 
his  commissioner,  476,867,  1122; — a  cove- 
nanter, 518,  742  ?  748  ? — his  house,  offences 
in  it,  464,  964,  966,— support  of  it,  173, 
183-6,  188,  207,  232; — his  letters,  428, 
524-6,  552,  558,  889,  1020,  1082,  IO92, 
1113,  1145,  1164; — his  ministers,  438,460, 
545,  546,  570,  578,  581,  584,  605,    616, 


INDEX. 


29 


635,  64,6,  656,  745,  785,  805,  806,  828, 
848,  851-3,  964,  969,  991,  et  passim,  v. 
Craig,  Diuicansone,  Galloway,  Lowson  ; — his 
petition,  476,  513; — his  pleasure,  645; — 
prayer  for,  177,  181,  201,  273  ; — his  queen, 
872,  873,  962,  964,  969; — and  children, 
965,  968,  1004  ; — his  questions,  (printed,) 
890-6,  903-8,  924-6. 

Jarden,  Jordan,  Alexander,  minister  of  Inchsture, 
Kilspindie  and  Rait,  45,  50,  245  ; — of  IMoni- 
maill,  433. 

Jedburgh,  821  ; — abbacie  of,  234  ; — eldership  of, 
549,  1038  ; — kirk  of,  26l  ; — minister  of,  532, 
ti.  Abemethie,  Boyle,  Clayhill,  Methven  ; — 
presbytery  of,  482  ; — superintendentship  of, 
28,  30. 

Jesuits,  434,  437,  559,  688,  704-6,  727,  748, 
771,  796,  821-4,  826,  829,  876,  877,  901, 
918,952,  1052,  1054,  1117-21,  1130. 

Johnstone,  Adam,  minister  of  Creichtoun,  266, 
300,436,  471,  475,  487,  513,  523,  537, 
545,  552,  578,  589,  614,  621,  646,  655, 
667,  668,  689-91,  700,  706,  709,  724-7, 
736,  737,  757,  765,  777,  800,  859. 

Johnstone,  Andrew,  41,  56. 

Johnstone,  George,  minister  of  Ancrura,  404, 
475,  537,  649,  757. 

Johnstone,  George,  of  that  Ilk,  825. 

Johnstone,  James,  of  Dunskelly,  756. 

Johnstone,  James,  of  Elphinstoun,  50,  113,  186, 
200,  203,  271,  289,  436,  548,  729,  731,  765. 

Johnstone,  John,  of  Elphinstoun,  725,  729,  730, 
731,  741,  742,  799- 

Johnstone,  John,  minister,  513,  811,  856,  859, 
863,  94:6. 

Johnstone,  John,  Scribe  of  the  Secret  Council, 
10; — commissioner  from  Edinburgh,  257,  450, 
452,  459,  460,  544,  548,  703,  730,  971. 

Johnstone,  John,  475,  552,  621,  6 10,  707,  780. 

Johnstone,  Robert,  of  Nevvby,  756. 

Johnstone,  Simeon,  I090. 

Johnston,  William,  41,  56. 

Judges,  5,  34. 

Jure  devoluto,  de,  869,  871  ; — Patronatus  de, 
389,  ^-  Patronage,  Presentations. 


Jurisdiction,  claimed  and  discussed  in  committees 
and  conferences,  29,  50,  128,  139,  148,  185 
-8,  247,  249,  275,  280,  293,  295,  325,327, 
343,  344,  362,  540-3,  564,  566,  6OO,  6OI, 
647,  661,  662,  772,  891,  896,  903-11, 
930-2. 

Jurisdiction,  distinguished,  74-6,  179-82,  275, 
352,  488-90,  497  ;— conceded  by  the  State 
in  first  instance,  153,  154,  v.  prima  instantia; 
—concurrence  of,  19,  139,  141-4,  181,  182, 
647,  663,  686,  691,  783,  853. 

Jurisdiction,  enacted  and  exercised,  29,  425,  564, 
703,  704,  807,  811,  846,  847,  .926,  1003, 
lOOX  V.  Censures,  Discipline,  Trial,  Visita- 
tion, passim. 

Jurisdiction,  threatened,  discharged,  suspended, 
disannulled,  380-2,  573,  583,  1039,  1094, 
1140. 

Jurisdiction,  v.  Black  Acts,  Discipline,  Excom- 
munication, Kirks,  Manses,  Ministers,  Pa- 
tronages, Revocation,  Slanderous  Proclamation, 
&c.  passim. 

Justice,  Chief,  of  Scotland,  12. 

Justice-Clerk,  v.  Bellenden,  Cockburn. 

Justice,  College  of,  53,  235,  240,  241,  262, 
264,  271,  703,  782,  861,  1026,  V.  Session. 

Justice,  execution  of,  128,  140,  146,  188,  252, 
305,405,  632,  644,  659,  715,  731,  787, 
875,  877,  1002,  1053,  1054. 

Justice,  Patrick,  820. 


Kairnes,  Henrie,  in  St.  Andrews,  194. 
Kars,  V.  Kerse. 

Kasinden,  (Casinden,)  vicar  at,  720,  v.  Neulot. 
Kathnes,  v.  Caithness. 
Keir,  Hendrie,  457,  466. 
Keir,  Laird  of,  ».  Stirling. 
Keith,  minister  of,  336,  v.  Gordon. 
Keith,  Alexander,  271,  531,  795,  826. 
Keith,  Alexander,  minister,  1088. 
Keith,  Andro,  800. 

Keith,  Archibald,  minister  of  Peterhead,  I98, 256. 
Keith,  Archibald,  minister  of  Logie  and  Balmer- 
inoch,  28,  271,  288. 
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Keith,  Barbara,  540,  543. 
Keith,  John,  minister  of  Duffus,  dean  of  Mora}', 
29,  239,  271,  300-3,  308,  355,   452,   537, 
587,  664,  699,  729,  736,  756. 
Keith,  John,  of  Northfield,  825. 
Keith,  John,  of  Rewinscraig,  825. 
Keith,  Robert,  commendator  of  Deir,  29O,   405, 

406,  531,  570,  624. 
Keith,  William,  apparent  of  Pittarey,  825. 
Keith,  William,  of  Ludquhame,  754,  824,  1 143. 
Kellow,  Johne,  minister  of  Spott,  4. 
Kelso,  abbey  of,  105  ; — presbytery  of,  482,  638, 

1037,  1089. 
Kelvvood,  Laird  of,  38,  289. 
Kemp,  John,  baker,  Aberdeen,  101 7. 
Kenlochy,  v.  Kinlochj'. 

Kenned}',  Gilbert,  monk  of  Corsragwell,  6,  722. 
Kennedy,  Gilbert,  of  Dalquharrane,  110. 
Kennedy,  John,  of  Brochloch,  722. 
Kennedy,  Thomas,  ofBargany,  93,   110,   145, 

200,  203,  291,  434,  532,  756. 
Kennedy,  Thomas,  of  Blairquhan,  755. 
Kennedy,  Thomas,  tutor  of  Cassils,  722. 
Kennoway,   Kennoquhy,  minister  of,   984,   v. 

Scott. 
Ker    of  Femihirst,    10,     589 ; — his    wife   and 

daughter,  589,  720. 
Ker,  of  Femihirst,  Sir  Andrew,  (captain  of  the 

guard,)  1143,  1152. 
Ker,  Andrew,  of  Faldonside,  52,  110,  l65,  182, 
203,  290,   354,   418,    470,   526,    532,   544, 
545,  560,  755. 
Ker,  Clement,  798. 
Ker,  Edward,  IO91. 
Ker,  George,  797,  832. 

Ker,  John,  minister  in  Peebles  presbytery,  977. 
Ker,  John,  in  Haddington,  695. 
Ker,  JIark,   Lord  of  Requests,   552,  558,  560, 

561,  565,  643. 
Ker,  Mark,  751. 
Ker,  Robert,  Edinburgh,   751. 
Ker,  Robert,  minister  at  Morbattle,  archdean  of 

Tiviotdale,  572. 
Ker,  Sir  Thomas,   of  Hercha,    (Hirsell?)   720, 
1048. 


Ker,  William,  of  Cesfurd,  436,  532,  755. 
Kerse,  Laird  of,  49,  50,  729,  763,  (Keyris?)  460. 
Kersewell,  v.  Carsewell. 

Kettins,  minister  of,  204,  v.  Anderson  ; — pres- 
bytery of,  481. 
Keyris,  Laird  of,  460,  Kerse  ? 
Kilbride,  minister  of,  ».  Colville  ; — personage  of, 

224. 
Kilconquhar,  Lady,  66. 
Kilconquhar,  minister  of,  ».  Carmichael,  Lesley, 

Spence  ; — parochiners  of,  58. 
Kildi-ymmy,  717  ; — presbytery  of,  481. 
Kilgour,  V.  Falkland. 

Killellan,  kirk,  minister,  parochiners  of,  1005. 
Killeme,  personage  of,  224. 
Killuthie,  V.  Colluthie. 
Kilmacolme,  vicarage  of,  234. 
Kilmanie,   62,    16O; — minister  of,   970,   101 6, 
1017,  V.  Inshaw,  Ramsay,  Shaip  ; — vicarage 
of,  237,  239,  240. 
Kilquhonnatie,  Laird  of,  716. 
Kilspindie,  4l6  ; — minister  of,  v.  Jarden,  Row. 
Kilsyth,  Laird  of,  v.  Livingston. 
Kilwinning,  commendator  of,  v.  Hamilton. 
Kinbethock,  minister  of,  v.  Forbes. 
Kincaid,  John,  4. 
Kincaid,  Thomas,  802. 
Kincardine,   sherifdome  of,    104,   754,   757,   r. 

Memes. 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  presbytery  of,  481,  1036. 
Kinclevin,  kirk  of,  625. 
Kinfawns,  visitation  of,  41 6. 
King,  V.  Henry,  James. 
King,  Adam,   commissary  of  Edinburgh,    1079, 

1080. 
Kingask,  Laird  of,  v.  Hay. 
Kingdom,  defence  of  the,  857-61. 
Kingdom,  entering  or  leaving  the,  8O6,  807. 
Kinghonf,  Earl  ot^    1022,  1046,  1057,   1079, 

1085,  1099. 
Kinghom,    minister  of,    222,    223,    v.  Biggar, 

Scrimgeour. 
Kinghom,  Wester,  (Burntisland,)  thirds  of,  '233. 
Kinghom,    Wester,   minister  of,   v.  Mitchelson, 
Simpson. 
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Kinhilt,  Laird  of,  (Adair,)  950. 

Kinken,  person  of,  718,  v.  Leslie. 

Kinkarth,  vicar  of,  v.  M'Quirrie. 

Kinlochy,  Patrick,  minister  of  Linlithgow,   2:22, 

757. 
Kinloss,   abbey  of,   232  ; — commenJator   of,    t\ 

Bruce. 
Kinmonth,  kirk  of,  -ilG. 
Kinnadie,  Laird  of,  764. 
Kinnaird,  Alexander,  apparent  of,  825. 
Kinnaird,  George,  IO9O. 
Kinnaird,  John,  vicar  of  Carstairs,  3o6,  351. 
Kinneff,  parochin  of,  921. 
Kinnaird,  Labd  of,  v.  Carnegie. 
Kiimeir,  Kynneir,  Laird  of,  764,  970. 
Kinneir,  David,  minister,  998,  1087- 
Kinneir,  John,  minister  of  Leuchars,  SH,  1057. 
Kinneir,  Thomas,  minister  of  Craill,  237,  396-7. 
Kinninmonth,  Kynninmonth,  James,  of  that  Ilk, 

548,  956. 
Kinninmonth,  David,  minister,   IO87. 
Kinninmonth,  Patrick,   4,  110,  20.9,  238,  241, 

257,  272,  i36,  531,  598. 
Kinross,  Henry,  advocate,  372. 
Kinross,  minister  of,  v.  Golden  ; — sherift'dome  of, 

755,  757,  ».  Clackmannan. 
Kintail,  Laird  of,  v.  Mackenzie. 
Kintore,  kirk  of,  717. 
Kirk,  universal,  v.  Assembly. 
Kirk,  History  of  the,  (Knox's,)  259,  260. 
Kirk,  liberty  of  the,  44g,  450,  463,  548,  6l2, 

631,634,  650,  771,  989,  1009-19,  1059,1'. 

Pulpit. 
Kirk,   offices  in  the,   490,  650,    v.   Discipline, 

Books  of. 
Kirk,  procm-ator  of  the,  0.  Little,  Syni,  Strang. 
Kirk,  solicitor  of  the,  v.  Hope,  M'Kaitney,  Mac. 

kison,  Movvat,  v.  Patrimony,  Jurisdiction. 
Kirkcaldy,    Kirkaldie,    exercise   of,    406,    976, 

1037; — minister  of,    204,    223,   v.  Scot  ;— 

presbytery  of,  482. 
Kirkcaldy,  Andre,  66. 
Kirkcald}',  James,  4. 
Kirkcaldy,   Sir  William,  of  Grange,   110,233, 

531,  695. 


Kirkcudbright,  friars  kirk  of,  51  ; — minister  of, 
i\  Doddis; — presbytery  of,  482,  969,  978, 
!  038,  1088  ;— stewai-trie  of,  32,  756,  758  ,-— 
thrids  of,  105. 

Kirkheuch,  provost  of,  96O,  v.  Buchanan. 

Kirklistoun,  4  ; — minister  of,  v.  Law,  Strang. 

Kirkmaho,  parsonage  of,  224. 

Kirkmichael,  Kirmicbael,  Laird  of,  6. 

Kirkoswald,  6,  v.  Oswald. 

Kirkpatrick,  minister  of,  225,  v.  Anderson. 

Kirkpatrick,  Roger,  of  Closebume,  756. 

Kirks,  (fabrics,)  burial  in,  v.  Burial; — cathe- 
dral, 280,  312  ; — civil  courts  held  in,  193  ; — 
division  of,  86I  ; — reparation  of,  17,  34,  53, 
60,  146,  147,  163,  168,  175,  266,  358,  429, 
802  ; — shut,  53. 

Kirks,  (parishes,)  disjunction  ofj  801,  950,  956, 
957  ; — division  of,  86I,  1003  ; — excambion 
of,  953  ;— extension  of,  801,  950,  1003, 
1004; — list  of,  482-7,  668-84; — union  oi; 
33,  34,  296,  337,  439,  801,  957,  96l,  962, 
972,  1026; — vacant,  126,  147,  305,  803, 
804,  876,  1053,  1061. 

Kirkwall,  649;  —  kirk  of,  669;  —  grammar 
school  of,  801,  802  ; — minister  of,  i'.  Foulsie  ; 
— presbytery  of,  481. 

Kirriemure,  presbytery  of,  481. 

Knockdolian,  Laird  of,  v.  Graham. 

Knockis,  Andrew,  of  that  ilk,  826. 

Knowis,  James,  873,  877. 

Knox,  Andrew,  minister  of  Paisley,  579.  757, 
800,  81,3,  943,  959,  973,  9S7,  996,  1000; 
— bishop  of  the  Isles,  1038,  1058,  1080, 
1091,  1092,  1131,  1143. 

Knox,  James,  minister,  1037,  1087,  IO92, 
1152. 

Knox,  James,  reader  in  Bathgate,  82. 

Knox,  John,  the  Reformer,  minister  of  Edin- 
burgh, 3,  13,  17,  25,  28-31,  37-9,  42,  46", 
50-4,  57,  64,  65,  72,  73,  76,  84,  85,  93, 
95,  112,  123,  130-2,  145,  155,  157,  165, 
168,  182-5,  191,  199,  238,  245,  247,  249, 
1162; — his  children,  258; — his  relict,  v. 
Stewart. 

Knox,  John,  burgess,  St.  Andrews,  1143. 
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Knox,  John,  minister  of  Lauder,  532,  539,  605, 
64^6,  64.9,  666,  691,  730,  757,  850,  851, 
859,  863,  892,  936,  94.3,  959,  972-3,  977, 
980,  986,  996,  1000,  1037,  1046,  1058, 
1059,  1061,  1069,  1070,  1091. 

Knox,  William,  minister  of  Cockpen,  266. 

Kyer,  (Keir,)  Walter,  518. 

Kyle,  John,  767- 

Kyle,  baillerie  of,  3-6,  30,  470,  755,  758,  v. 
commissioners  of,  Boyd,  Lindsay  ; — feads  in, 
420  ;— kirks  of,  3,  54,  73  ; — sjmod  of,  1051  ; 
— visitation  of,  73,  113,  238,  436,  passi/yi. 

Kynninmonth,  v.  Kinnlnmonth. 

Kynpont,  v.  Pont. 


Labourers,  (tenants,)  40,  47,  48,  49,  60,  108, 
146,  507,  511. 

Ladyland,  Laird  of,  v.  Barclay. 

Lagg,  Laird  of,  v.  Grierson. 

Lamb,  Andrew,  in  Leith,  3. 

Lamb,  Andrew,  minister  of  Arbroath,  800,  853, 
856,  892,  896,  929,  936,  959,  96o,  969, 
980,  987,  989  ;— of  the  King's  house,  991, 
1000; — Bishop  of  Brechin,  1046,  1058,  1079, 
1086,  1092,1099,  nog,  1131,  1143,  1152. 

Lamb,  Gilbert,  692. 

Lamb,  William,  4,  266. 

Lammermuir,  kirks  in,  41 6. 

Lanark,  minister  of,  13,  225,  572,  IO69,  f. 
Bimie,  Cunningham,  Leverance,  Lindsay ; — 
presbytery  of,  182,  771,978,  1038  ;— sheriff- 
dome  of,  470,  755,  757 ; — vicarage  of,  721. 

Landells,  Adam,  4. 

Lands  of  Abbacies,  &c.,  601. 

Lands,  Hendrie,  14. 

Jjanders,  Captain,  104. 

Langforgound,  v.  Longforgan. 

Langtoun,  reader  of,  385. 

Larg,  Laird  of,  318. 

Largo,  kirk  of,  46. 

Las  wade,  Lesswaid,  teinds  of,  IOO6. 

Lathrisk,   Laird  of,    6. 

Lathrisk,  minister  of,  v.  Braidfute,  222. 

Laud,  Robert,  873. 


Lauder,  burgh  of,  636. 

Lauthian,  v.  Lothian. 

Law,  Duncan,  995. 

Law,  James,  minister  of  Kirkliston,  757,  777, 
859,  {959,  Lawson,  [Law,])  967,  969,  972, 
979-81,  984,  986,  996  ;— bishop  of  Orkney, 
1023,  103.5,  1046,  1049,  1058-60,  IO66, 
1070-9,  1091,  1092,  1099,  1102;— arch- 
bishop of  Glasgow,  1109,  1110,  1119,  1120, 
1128,  1131,  1132,  1143,  1152. 

Lawder,  Alexander,  minister  at  Lawder,  766. 

Lawder,  George,  269,  270. 

Lawder,  John,  minister,  1088. 

Lawder,  William,  of  Hautone,  l64,  203,  470. 

Lawmont,  Alan,  minister,  1088. 

Lawriestoun,  Laird  of,  v.  Straiton. 

Lawson,  Alexander,  810. 

Lawson,  James,  r.  Lowson. 

League  with  England,  254,  v.  England. 

Learraonth,  Elizabeth,  695. 

Learmonth,  James,  j'ounger,  of  Dairsy,  956. 

Learmonth,  Sir  Patrick,  of  Dairsy,  Provost  of 
St.  Andrews,  233. 

Learmonth,  William,  bailie  of  St  Andrews,  616, 
621. 

Leask,  Lesk,  Thomas,  of  that  ilk,  6l6-2!. 

Leask,  William,  minister,  757- 

Lee,  Lie,  Lye,  laird  of,  [Lockhart,]  13,  475. 

Leing,  WiUiam,  7l6,  v.  Durie,  John,  Jesuit. 

Leitch,  Andro,  minister,  763, 896,  929,  971,975, 
996,  1046,  1058,  1079,  1086,  1092,  1099. 

Leith,  Lyth,  3,  5,  526,  636,  795,  979,  1025. 

Leith,  assembly  or  convention  at,  203-236,238, 
306; — Report  of  their  proceedings  and  pro- 
testation, 245-7  ; — minuted,  309. 

Leith,  ministers  of,  13,  222,  330,  948,  959, 
1068,  V.  Lindsay,  Murray. 

Leith,  North,  parochin  of,  1003. 

Lennox,  the,  755,  757,  v.  Dumbarton,  sherriff- 
dome  of; — commissioners  of,  200,  416; — 
kirks  of,  722,  v.  Cllddisdaill,  Hay. 

Lennox,  Esme  Stuart,  Earl  of,  456-7  ; — Duke 
of,  452,  518,  527,  542-3,  571,  580,  584, 
750,  S24,  981. 

Lennox,  Ludowick,  Duke  of,  750,  754,  824,981. 
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Lennox,  llatthew,  Earl  of,    Regent,   165,   173, 

174,  184-8,  193,  199,  200,  274. 
Lent,  Lentron,  389. 

Lentron,  Thomas,  burgess,  St  Andrews,  1143.' 
Lermonth,  v.  Learmonth. 
Leslie,  Laird  of,  (his  chappell)  717; — (his  house) 

7l6,  ».  Airth. 
Leslie,  Alexander,  Person  of  Kinken,  718,  832, 

952,  995. 
Leslie,  Alexander,  of  Peill,  873,  876-7- 
Leslie,  Andrew,  of  Newleslie,  825. 
Leslie,  Andro  of  the  Peill,  71 6. 
Leslie,  Duncan,  of  Pitcaiple,  825. 
Leslie,    George,    minister   of  Strathmiglow  and 

Auchtermuchtie,  13,  36,  90,  238. 
Leslie,   George,   minister  of  Kilconquhar,    158, 

204,  238  ? 
Leslie,  John,  of  Dandaleith,  825. 
Leslie,  John,  bishop  of  Ross,  717. 
Leslie,  Petrie,  of  that  ilk,  825. 
Leslie,  Petrie,  of  Kincraigie,  825. 
Leslie,  William,  of  Wardes,  824. 
Leslie,  William,  of  Warthill,  825. 
Leslie,  William,  of  Concraig,  995. 
Letham,  Adam,  minister  of  (^^un-ie,  266. 
Letham,  goodman  of,  49. 
Letter,  slanderous,  615-18,  v.  Russell,  David. 
Letters,  from  the  Assembly,  73,  140,  450  ; — in- 
serted, 84,  85,  93-5,98,  120,  133,  I90,  441, 

449,  561,  688,  697,  930. 
Letters  to  the  Assembly,  132,    198,    450,  456, 

524-30,914; — inserted,   101-3,   136,    150, 

185,    199,   247,  258,   259,   277,  428,  441, 

452,  914,  1093. 
Leuchars,  kirk  of,  811,  1004; — minister  of,  47, 

222,  V.   Kinneir,  Ure ; — reader  of,    123,   v. 

Flecher ; — vicar  of,    v.   Allan  ; — vicarage  of, 

705,  719,  811. 
Leverance,    John,    minister    of  Lanark,   97,    >-■■ 

Loverance. 
Levingstoun,  v.  Livingstoun. 
Libberton,  kirk  of,  l63,  168  ; — minister  of,   13, 

429,  V.  Cranston,  Davidson,  Forrester. 
Liberty  of  the  Kirk,  v.  Kirk. 
Liberty  of  the  pulpit,  v.  Pulpit. 


Licence  to  travel,  51. 

Lichtoun,  Robert,  Montrose,  544. 

Lichton,  Thomas,  Dunglass,  266. 

Liddell,  Matthew,  Tyningham,  266. 

Lidderdale,  James,  of  St  Mary's  Isle,  756,  766. 

Lie,  V.  Lee. 

Likprevick,  Robert,  printer,  76,  l64,  178. 

Linclowden,  commendator  of,  783. 

Lindoires,  John,  commendator  of,  77- 

Lindsay,  Lindesay,  Lord,  38,  41,  49,  71,  HO, 
419,  750,  755,  764,  824,  960,  1022,  1046, 
1057,  1079,  1085,  1109. 

Lindsay,  Master  of,  10,  703,  729- 

Lindsay,  Alexander,  minister  of  St  Madoes,  849, 
850,  892,  936,  943,  959,  960,  967,  972, 
979-81,  984-7,  996,  1000,  1024,  1037;— 
Bishop  of  Dunkeld,  1046,  1058,  IO60,  IO69, 
1070,  1079,  10S7,  1092,  1131,  1143,  1152. 

Lindsay,  David,  minister  of  Dundee,  1124,  1131. 

Lindsay,  David,  minister  of  St  Andrews,  804, 
998  ;— of  Leith,  1068. 

Lindsay,  Dr  ?   1157. 

Lindsa}',  David,  minister  of  Leith,  3,  13,  18,  66, 
76,  88,  90,  113,  125,  131,  134,  145,  155, 
161,  165,  168,  177,  178,  182;— commis- 
sioner of  Kyle,  Can-ick  and  Cuninghame,  186, 
190,  200,  203,  204,  208,  ^35,  238-40,  244, 
250,  256,  257,  262,  263,  266,  271,  273,  276, 
281,  282,  289-91,  295,  299,  303,  310-1.'J, 
317,  329,  337-40,  351,  356,  359,  36l,  362, 
365,  367,  373,  374,  383-7,  391-4,  398,  403, 
406-9,  414-7,  422,  430,  436,  452,  459, 
460,  463,  464,  469-73,  476,  513,  522,  525, 
526,  532,  537-48,  563-6,  576,  581,  585, 
586,  589,  592-5,  605,  612,  624,  625,  6-2\), 
637-9,  646,  647,  650,  655-7,  664,  667, 
668,  685,  688,  697,  700,  703,  704,  707-9, 
712,  713,  724-31,  734^7,  741,  742,  749, 
765,  767,  771,  780,  784-7,  795,  800,  811, 
8I9,  836,  838,  841,  849,  850,  854,  857, 
863,  872,  896,  910,  913,  928,  940,  94.2, 
943,  959,  960 ;— bishop  of  Ross,  967,  969, 
972,  973,  979-83,  986,  996,  1003,  1036, 
1057-9,  1068,  1079,  1152. 

Lindsay,  David,  of  Edzell,  754, 
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Lindsay,  [David]  of  Balcan-as,  1152. 

Lindsay,  J.  of  Broadland,  824. 

Lindsay,  James,  114. 

Lindsay,  Jerome,  979- 

Lindsay,  John,  minister  in  Lanark  presbytery, 

1000. 
Lindsay,   John,   parson  of  Menmuir,  secretar}', 

703,  831,  842,  940. 
Lindsay,  Margaret,  36G-7. 
Lindsay,  Patrick,  minister  of  St.  Vigeans,   763, 

975,   1000,  1046,  1058,  1079,  1087,   ioy2, 

1099;— Bishop  of  Ross,    1109,    1131,1143, 

1152. 
Lindsay,  Laird  of  Vaine,  719- 
Lindsay,  Patrick,  his  brother,  719- 
Lindsay,  Robert,  minister  of  Lanark,  436,  470, 

572,  757,  766. 
Lindsay,  Thomas,  collector,  234,  649. 
Lindsay,  Walter,  of  Balgay,  524,  797,  830,  832. 
Linlithgow,  3,  523,  822,  865,  1011. 
Linlithgow,   Assembly  at,    1020,   1022,    1035, 

1039,  1040,  1046,  1056,  1070,  1072,  1073; 

— exercise  of,  57  ; — minister  of,  222,  v.  Kin- 

lochy; — presbytery  of,  486,  523,  549,  564, 

574,  575,  637,  738,  976,  982,  1037,  1088; 

— sheriff  otj  36,  41 ; — sheriffdome  of,  755,  757- 
Linhthgow,   Alexander,   Earl  of,    1004,    1022, 

1057,  1099. 
Linlithgow,  Countess  of,  v.  Hay. 
Lists,  V.  Kirks,  Preachers,  Presbyteries. 
Littill,  Clement,  procurator  of  the  Kirk,  So,  40, 

50,  110,  11.3,  118,262,  271,  289,  299,  310, 

352,  362,  365. 
Little,  Janet,  6 1,  66,  72,  74. 
Little,  William,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  5^26,  577, 

578,  725,  730-2,  742,  751,  767,  798,    836, 

873. 
Litui-gy,  1127,  1132. 
Livingston,  exliorter  of,   156,  w.  Clapperton  ; — 

minister  of,  v.  Borthwick. 
Livingston,  Alexander,  minister  in  Stirlingshire, 

757. 
Livingston,  Beatrix,  54,  55. 
Livingston,  Harie,  minister,  763,  800,  849,  936, 
943,  959,  973. 


Livingston,  John,  of  Duiiypace,  younger,  755. 

Livingston,  Lady,  v.  Hay,  Helenor. 

Livingston,  Lord,  96,  755. 

Livingston,  Robert,  minister,  IO89. 

Livingston,  Sir  William,  of  Kilsyth,  1022,  1046, 
1056,  1085,  1109,  1140,  1143,  1152. 

Livingston,  William,  minister  of  Covington,  38  J, 
977. 

Loathein,  eiT.  v.  Letham. 

Lochinvar,  Laird  of,  v.  Gordon. 

Lochlevin,  QDouglas,]  Laird  of,  352,  703,  704, 
729,  741. 

Lochmaben,  presbyterj'  of,  482. 

Lockhart,  Andro,  4. 

Lockhart,  John,  Ayr,  722. 

Locky,  Domock,  v.  Logiedumo. 

Logan,  James,  minister,  1038,  IO89. 

Logan,  John,  764. 

Logan,  John,  monk  of  Kewabbey,  770. 

Logie,  John,  minister,  1086. 

Logie  and  Balmerino,  minister  of,  i\  Douglas. 

Logiealmond,  house  of,  830. 

Logiebryd,  kirk  of,  625. 

Logie-Buchan,  Logilichan,  kirk  of,  717  ; — minis- 
ter of,  V.  Reid  ; — vicarage  of,  1  p4. 

Logiedumo,  Locky  Domock,  717. 

Logie-mar,  kirk  of,  717. 

Logierait,  Logieret,  i-eader  of,  v.  Robeson. 

Longforgan,  minister  of,  v.  Spittell. 

Lothian,  Earl  of,  1022,  1046,  1085,  1099,  1143, 
1152. 

Lothian,  Master  of,  1022. 

Lothian,  archdeane  of,  223  ; — bishop  (suffragan,) 
in,  280; — commissioner  of,  664,  6gi,  695,  r. 
Lindsay ;— kirks  of,  6,  54,  l63,  300,  41 6, 
4/36,  470  ; — superintendent  of,  13,  v.  Spottis- 
wood; — synod  of,  438,  439,  525,  535,  538, 
,547.  587,  588,  635-7,  647,  692,  S65,  912, 
936,  941,  1003. 

Lothian  and  Tweeddaill,  Synod  of,  588,  982. 

Lots  used  in  arranging  business,  1 4. 
Lovell,  George,  Dundee,  3,  10. 

Loverance,  John,  minister  of  Douglas,  572,  766, 

774,  v.  Leverance. 
Lovat,  Lord  Eraser  of,  1057,  IO79. 
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Lovvdoun,  Lord,  1046,  10.'57- 

Lowson,  [[Law  ?]  James,  959. 

Lowson,  (Lawson,)  James,  sub-principcil  of  King's 
College,  Aberdeen,  177.  198  ,• — minister  of 
Edinburgh,  igi,  261-2,  281,  289,  290-1, 
293,  295,  298-9,  310,  313-8,  322,  329, 
334,  337,  340,  352,  356,  359-62,  365,  373- 
4,  379>  383-5,  391-4,  398,  403,  406-9, 
413,  418,  420,  427,  436,  449,  4.51,  457, 
459,  460,  463,  466-7,  469,  471,  473,  522-5, 
530,  532,  536,  539,  543-6,  548,  550-63, 
565-6,  574,  576,  581,  585-6,  589,  592, 
594-5,  605,  612,  614,  623-7,  639,  696,  699. 

Lucheris,  v.  Leuchars. 

Ludquham,  Lutquham,  v.  Keith. 

Lumsdane,  John,  of  Cuschnie,  824. 

Lumsden,  Robert,  of  Clowayeth,  194. 

Lundie,  Laird  of,  46-50,  145,  182,  289,  29O, 
365,  413,  414,  432,  436,  449,  452,  460, 
469-71,  531,  546,  548,  585,  594,  elder,  764. 

Lundie  of  that  Ilk,  Walter,  60 ; — William,  1 10, 
186,  200-4,  207,  208,  235,  244,  755. 

Lundie,  George,  minister  of  Cramond,  331,  648. 

Luss,  parson  of,  336,  572,  v.  Chimsyde ; — per- 
sonage of,  224. 

Lyall,  James,  824. 

Lye,  V.  Lee. 

Lynd,  John,  minister  of  Irving,  61. 

Lynlithgow,  v.  Linlithgow. 

Lynton,  kirk  of,  4. 

Lyon,  Elizabeth,  695. 

Lyth,  V.  Leith. 


M'AuLA,  Duncan,  359,  470,  475. 

M'Birnie,  John,  minister  at  FeiTv-port-on-craig, 

970. 
M'Call,  Mungo,  Edinburgh,  IO9I. 
M 'Galium,  John,  minister,  Argile,  IO9O. 
IM 'Galium,  Nicoll,  minister,  Argile,  lOgO. 
M'Galzeane,  Thomas,  advocate,  35,  50,  76,  ll,"?, 

177,  182,  310,  323,  324. 
M'Clayne,  v.  M'Lean. 
M'Clellane,  v.  M'Lellan. 
M'Clennoquhan,  Ninian,  667,  758,  766. 


M'Cloid,  V.  M'Leod. 

M'Golme,  v.  Malcolm. 

M'Coneill,  Angus,  of  Dunnyveg  and  Glennis,  758. 

M'Com,  M'Grone,   M'Kem,  M'Quherne,  John, 

minister  of  Straiton,    487,    532,    572,   649, 

656,  667,  758,  766,  850,  859,  1057,  IO90. 
M'CuUoch,  Golfride,  31. 
M'Douell,  Vthrid,  of  Garthland,  756,  950. 
M'Gavin,    M'Gown,    William,    commissary  of 

Wigton,  person  of  Minto,  336,  351. 
M'Gie,  John,  commissary  clerk,  Dumfries,  716. 
M'Gie,  Thomas,  minister  in  Edinburgh  presby- 
tery, 266,  539,  559,  648,  691,  757,  765,  777. 
I^I'Gill,   David,   of  Nisbet,   464,  467,  471  ;— 

Lord  Advocate,  590,  596,  599,  6OO,  605,  v. 

Pi'oclamation,  Slanderous. 
]\I'GiIl,  James,  of  Rankeillour,  Clerk-Register,  30, 

33,  35,  41,  49,  66,  103,  110,  129,  I6I,  I68, 

181,  182,  207,  236,  388,  390. 
M'Gown,  V.  M'Gavin. 
M'Grigour,  Patrick,  preacher,  998. 
Jl'Ilrorie,  Donald,  minister  in  Argyle,  IO9O. 
M'Intosh,  Angus  Williamsone,  in  Termet,  754. 
M'Kaitney,  James,  sohcitor  for  the  kirk,  50. 
M'Kenzie,  Colin,  of  Kintail,  754,  1085. 
M'Kenzie,  John,  minister  in  Ardmanach,  795, 

847,  1152. 
M'Kenzie,  Kenneth,  110  j — of  Kintail,  824. 
M'Lean,  M'Clayne,  Lachlane  of  Dowart,  756. 
M'Lellan,  M'Clellan,   Thomas,  of  Bombie,  756, 

1091,  1143. 
M'Leod,  M'Cloid,  Donald,  of  Harris,  756. 
M'Millane,  Gilbert,  Air,  110. 
M'Quherne,  v.  M'Gorn. 
M'Quliiny,  Alexander,  Jesuit,    71 6,  720,  751, 

836,  841,  876,  877- 
M'Quhyn,  Makquhyn,  188. 
M'Quin-tie,  James,  vicar  of  Kingarth,  803. 
M'Verit,  in  Bute,  James,  19- 
Jlagistrates,  5,  489,  939,  502. 
Magdalene  Chapel,  325. 
Magdeburgh,  Assembly  at,  394,  395. 
Maitland,  Sir  John,  Chancellor,  645,  685,  704, 

708-11,  721,  731,  733,  750,  755,  762,  783, 

824  ;— Secretary,  647,  649,  656,  686,  697. 
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Maitland,  Robert,  dean  of  Aberdeen,  76,  289, 
293,  298,  299,  317,  325,  1086. 

Maitland,  William,  of  Lethington,  secretary,  38, 
41,  48,  49,  110. 

Makeson,  George,  solicitor  of  the  kirk,  113,  299, 
300,  309,  313,  667. 

Malcolm,  John,  minister  of  Perth,  788,  1152. 

Malcolm,  William,  minister,  1000. 

Malice,  Constant,  bmgess,  Perth,  1143,  1152. 

I\Ianer,  personage  of,  224  ; — minister  of,  v.  Dou- 
glas. 

Manse  and  Glebe,  17,  23,  30,  33,  40,  49,  53, 
6Q,  145,  147,  164,268,  280,  281,  358,  535, 
568,  636,  659,  772,  785,  810-12,  939. 

Manson,  Finlay,  minister,  666. 

Mar,  district  of,  4l6,  435,  7l6  ; — presbytery  of, 
775. 

Mar,  John,  Earl  of,  110; — Regent,  205-8,  217- 
21,  231-4,  238,  244-8,  250-4,  378. 

Mar,  John,  Earl  of,  519,  571,  704,755,  763, 
824,  958,  1079,  1109. 

Mar,  Countess  of,  722. 

Marbottle,  v.  Morbattle. 

Marche,  Earl  of,  v.  Stewart,  Robert. 

Marche,  William,  minister  of  Forgan,  764. 

Blarchinstoun,  Merchinstoun,  v.  Naper. 

Marischall  College,  v.  Aberdeen. 

Marischall,  George,  Earl  of,  531,  570,  624,  625, 
704,  717,  741,  754,  799,  802,  811,  813, 
821,  824,  1079,  1109. 

Marischall,  William,  Earl  of,  38,  40,  41,  104. 

Maritoun,  minister  of,  v.  Melville. 

Marjoribanks,  John,  Edinburgh,  76. 

Markill,  mass  in,  6. 

Marr,  David,  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  271,  1012. 

Marriage,  45,  80,  114,  I7I,  173,  180,  197, 
345,  346,  846 ; — age  requisite  to,  953. 

Marriage,  banns  of,  66,  72,  114,  441,  939,970. 

Marriage,  impediments  of,  9I3  172,  323,  775; 
—adultery,  9I,  366,  367,  524,  539,  746, 
937,  953; — affinity,  72,  I96; — consanguini- 
ty,  5,  62,  91. 

Marriage,  minister  officiating,  63,  72,  192,  323, 
343,  441,  855. 

Marriage,  promise  of,  32,  54,  66,  171,  I96.  343. 


Man-iage,  register  of,  1124,  11 29. 

Marriage,  solemnization  of,  30,  195,  I96,  970  ; 

—place  ot;  91,  J  92,  393,  524,  525,  695;— 

time  of,  114,  439-41,  1002,  1101. 
]\Iarriage,  unlawful,  null,  197,  855. 
Marshall,  v.  Marischall. 
Marshall,  Merschall,  John,  975. 
Martin,  James,  minister  of  Kemback,  master  in 

Salvator's  College,  433,  570,  629,  638,  6S9, 

654,  667,  707,  708,  764,  946,  976,  986  ;— 

rector,  1079,  1088,  1092. 
Mary  of  Guise,  queen-regent,  8O9. 
Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  11,    )6-24,  30,  33,  34, 

47,  48,  51,  53,  58-71,  82,  85,  88,  89,  102- 

8,  112-15,  131,  137,  144,  I66. 
Mason,  v.  Meason. 

Massacre  of  Protestants  at  Paris,  250  ; — procla- 
mation by  Regent,  250; — ministers' proposals, 

».  Articles. 
Masse,  Messe,  6,    19,   40,  47,  53,  67-9,  109, 

123,  254,  589,  830,  990,  1053,  et passim. 
Matlane,  v.  Maitland. 
Mauchlin,  kirk  of,  99,  272,  294  ; — minister  of, 

1 7,  98,  99,  225,  V.  Hamilton,  Primrose. 
Maxwell,  Lord,  318,  380,  532,  567,  651,  652, 

984,  985,  1025. 
Maxwell,  Sir  George,  IO89. 
Maxwell,  Homer,  71 6. 
Maxwell,  James,  of  Calderwood,  755,  IO91. 
Maxwell,  Sir  John,  of  Terregles,  49. 
IMaybole,  Mayboill,   kirk  of,  6  ; — presbytery  of, 

482. 
IMay-plays,  388,  440  ;— king  of,  407,  410. 
Meason,  Mason,  Steven,  minister  of  Culsamond, 

531,  566,  587. 
Megiiiche,  guderaan  of,  751. 
Jleigle,  ]\Ieagle,  minister  of,    f.  Nicolson ; — pa- 

rochin   of,   983,    991  ;— presbytery  of,    96I, 

975,  1037,  1087- 
Mcinyies,  Menyies,  v.  Menzies. 
IMeldrum,  Alexander,  Jesuit,  7l6. 

jMeldrum,  Andrew,  apparent  of ,  826. 

Meldrum,  Andrew,  of  Auchorthie,  826. 
Meldrum,  George,  of  Dumbreck,  825. 
Meldrum,  James,  272. 
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Meldrum,  William,  of  Mancofer,  82-1. 
Melrose,   abbay  of,    105; — minister  of,    18,    v. 
Pont ;— eldership  of,    482,    546,   636,    1037, 
moderator  of,  569. 

Melville,  Melvin,  Andrew,  principal  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Glasgow,  310,  315,  317,  321,  325, 
337,  340,  352,  356,  358,  362,  365,  373, 
374,  383,  385,  391-8,  403,  406-9,  412, 
413,  418,  427,  432,  434,  436,  450,  459, 
460,  463,  466,  469  ;— of  the  New  College  of 
St.  Andrews,  471,  522,  525,  526,  531,  536, 
542-8,  559,  562,  567,  568,  576-0,  585, 
586,  590,  597,  598,  605,  6l2,  6l4,  623- 
629,  637-9.  651,  655,  662,  685-6,  688, 
690,  693,  696-700,  703,  706-7,  713,  725, 
729,  733,  735,  740-1,  747-8,  764,  767, 
774,780,  784,  795,  796,  800,  S04,  811, 
813,  8 19,  834-5,  838,  844,  846,  848,  853, 
859,  861,  863,  O'i'G,  988. 

JMelville,  Archibald,  (Andrew  })  796. 

Melville,  James,  senior,  minister  of  Menmur(>, 
&c.  4,  88,  97,  19s,  204,  245,  271,  277  ;— 
of  Arbroath,  290,297-300,320,  324,  372, 
373,  487,  581,  656,  666,  699,  757,  763. 

Melville,  James,  junior,  minister  of  Kilrenny, 
637,  66s,  696,  712,  725,  740,  745,  757, 
764,  767,  804,  834,  838,  839,  848,  849, 
853,  856,  863,  872,  892,  896,  913,  914, 
928,  930,  949,  959,  960,  976,  980,  984, 
986,  989,  1000,  1009,  1011,  1012. 

Melville,  James,  senior  or  junior?  452,  459,  526, 
539,  552,  579,  741,  787,  796-800. 

Jlelville,  James,  of  the  bed-chamber,  527,  529, 
542,  543. 

Melville,  Sir  James,  of  Halhill,  764,  804. 

Melville,  ofRaith,  John,  110; — senior  and  ju- 
nior, 764. 

Melville,  John,  minister  of  Crail,  16,  73. 

Melville,  Patrick,  regent,  St.  Andrews,  764. 

Melville,  Sir  Robert,  of  Murdocaimie,  treasurer- 
depute,  705,  712,  731,  750,  783,  824,  836. 

Melville,  Sir  Robert,  of  Burntisland,  (son  of  the 
preceding,)  1022. 

Melville,  Richard,  minister  of  Inchbrayock  and 
Maritoun,  4,  13,  290. 


Melville,  Thomas,  minister  in  diocie  of  Aberdeen, 

717. 
Memorialls  bj'  the  Bishops  to  the  King,  IO66. 
Menmure,  Lord,  940,  v.  Lindsay. 
Menmure,  minister  of,  v.  Melville. 
Menteith,  Erie  of,  47,  49,  95. 
Menteith,  William,  of  Kers,  755. 
Menteith,  stewartrie  of,   54,  237    754,  757  ; — 

planting  of,  35,  47- 
Menzies,  Gilbert,  of  Petfoddels,  825. 
Menzies,  James,  minister,  1087. 
Menzies,  Thomas,  provest  of  Aberdeen,  10,  103, 

811,  813,  1016. 
Menzies,  WilUam,  110; — minister,  703,  707. 
Mercer,  Merser,  Andrew,  355. 
Mercer,  Robert,  minister  of  Banchorie,  332,  1086. 
Merchinstoun,  Laird  of,  0.  Naper. 
Merchistoun,  Richard,  minister,  1086. 
Merkinch,  minister  of,  222. 
Memes,  (».  Angus,)   kirks  of,   4,  416; — mini- 
sters in,    1086; — presbytery   in,    531,    549, 
593,  917,  975,  1036. 
Merschell,  o.  Marischall. 

Merse,  Merce,  commissioner  of,   385  ; — kirks  of, 
18,  53,    54,   416,  436,  470 ;— preachers  in, 
998  ; — presbyteries  in,  588  ; — sjTiod  of,  636, 
803,  977. 
Mertin,  v.  Martin. 
Methlick,  excambion  ot^  953. 
Methven,    provestrie    of,    233,     336  ; — provest 

(minister)  of,  223,  336,  v.  Hering. 
Methven,  Lord,  248  ; — master  of,  96. 
Methven,  Paul,  minister  of  Jedburgh,  13,  29-32, 

55,  79-81,  125. 
Methven,   William,    minister  at  Langton,    796, 

800,  810,  977,  1057. 
Metland,  v.  Maitland. 
Michell,  M.  Mitchell. 
Middleton,  John,  of  Kilhill,  824. 
Mill,  Milne,  p.  Mylne. 
Ministers,  admission  of,    187,  188,  I99,  553-5, 

746  ; — age  oij  559. 
Ministers,  aged,  340,  602,  746. 
Ministers,  apparel  of,  322,  334,  335,  441,  692, 
r.  Habits. 
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Ministers,   banished  or  confined,    1026,    1031, 

104.5,  1062,  1066,  1067,  1076,  1077. 
Ministers,  books   (libraries,)  of,   15,   266,    865, 

992. 
Ministers,  collectors,  302,  i'.  Civil  Places. 
Ministers,  conversation  of,  453-5,  460,  470. 
Ministers,   deposition  of,    150,   424,  462,    465, 

476,  790,  1096,-  grounds  of  it,    499,  IO96, 

1106. 
Ministers,  deprivation  of,   142,  187,  556,  638, 

662,  687,  749. 
Ministers,  desertion  of  flock  or  ministry,  42,  50, 

61,  63,  74,  172,  268,  421,429. 
Ministers,      distractions,     eyelists      (alledged,) 

among,  1020,  1028,  1040,  1052,  1059,  IO61. 
Ministers,   election  of,   187,  357,  649,  650,   v. 

Discipline. 
Ministers,   examination  of,    15,    1 6,    187,   252, 

312,  379,  535,  570. 
Ministers,  incapacities  of,  45,  738,  953. 
Ministers,  insufficiency  of,  61,  1051,  1052. 
Ministers,   maintenance  of,    I6,  26,  47-S,  53, 

57-9,  82,  83,  117-19,  207,   247,  253,  735, 

V.  Stipends. 
Ministers,  negligence  of,  1052. 
Ministers,  nomination  of,  I6. 
Ministers,  ordination,  ordinars,   386,   v.  Imposi- 
tion of  hands,    1124; — inauguration,    IO96, 

1105. 
Ministers,  planting  of,  34,  v.  Planting. 
Ministers,  pleas  between,  815,  86I,  1005. 
Ministers,  removal  of,  148,  244,  344,  345,  358  ; 

— restoration  of,  50. 
Ministers,  sons  of,  (bursaries  for,)  II29. 
Ministers,  taxation  of,  66O,  785,  937- 
Ministers,  translation  of,  468,  622,  939,  968. 
Ministers,  unworthy,  455,  474,  512,  66O. 
Ministers,  vacant,  unemployed,  998,  v.  Preachers. 
Ministers,  violence  done  to,  71,  339,  343,  394, 

461,  476,    578,    579,   583,   590,    597-600, 

604,  716,  719,  772,  786,  901. 
Ministers,  young,  weak,  694. 
Ministere,  for  the  King,  &c.  v.  Burrows,   King, 

Nobility,  Prince,  Queen. 
Minto,  person  of,  v.  M'Gavin. 


Minto,  Mynto,  v.  Stewart. 

Mitchell,  Adam,  minister,  667,  708,  757. 

Mitchell,  John,  minister,  IO99. 

Mitchelson,    Dr  John,   minister  of  Burntisland, 

976,  1037,  1046,  1060,  1069,   1070,   1079. 

1088,  1092,  1110,  1124,  1131,  1152. 
Moderator,  v.  Assembly,  Presbytery,  Synod  ; — 

constant,    1025,    1027-40,    1070,    1072-7, 

1144. 
Moffat,  personage  of,  224. 
MoUeson,  James,  (Thomas.')  IOI6. 
MoUesonus,  Thomas,  notary,  1012,  1017- 
Moncrieff,  Andrew,  minister  of  Crail,  757,  800, 

848,  863. 
Moncrieff,    Archibald,    minister    of  Abemethie, 

757,  764,  936,  975,  983,  1087,  1092,  1152. 
Moncrieff,  William,  of  that  ilk,  110,  754. 
Monifieth,  minister  of,  76,  «.  Garden. 
Monigaff,  minister  of,  336,  v.  Walker. 
IMonimaill,  minister  of,  433,  «.  Jarden. 
IMonivaird,  reader  of  58,  v.  Heriot. 
Monkland,  exhorter  of,  158,  v.  Hamilton  ; — mi- 
nister of,  271,  281,  ».  Cunningham,  Pol  wart; 

— personage  of,  subdeanrie  of  Glasgow,  224. 
Monks,  280,  v.  Friars. 
Monro,  Andrew,  of  Dawachartie,  754. 
Monro,  David,  minister,  1152. 
Monro,   Donald,   commissioner  of  Ross,  34,  40, 

51,  63,  175,  257,  263,  281,  282. 
Monro,   George,   senior,  minister  of  Chanonrie, 

336,  342,  530,  531,  566,  666,  6Q9,   724, 

725,  756,  800,  847,   863,   936,   948,   971, 

979,  1000,  1036,  1086,  IO92. 
Monro,  Hector,  of  FouUis,  824. 
Monro,  John,  minister  of  Tain,  96I,  101 7. 
Monro,  John,  minister  of  Tarbet,  356,  847,  892, 

961,  1003,  1013. 
Monro,  Robert,  minister,  666. 
Monro,  Robert,  of  Foullis,  1 10. 
Monteath,  Robert,  minister,  288. 
Monteath,  William,  in  Leith,  767. 
Montgomery,  Earl  of,  407,  411. 
Montgomery,  Captain,  620. 
Montgomery,  Hugh,  of  Hazlehead,  204. 
Montgomery,  James,  in  Irvine  presbyter}',  99S. 
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Montgomery,  Robert,  minister  of  Coupar,  4,  4(3, 
56;— of  Dumblane,  204,  238,  239;— (of  Stir- 
ling, or  bishop  of  Glasgow,  244,  324,  455, 
487,  524,  525,  529,  533,  538,  541-7,  557- 
66,  569,  571-4,  578,  580-3,  590,  599,  ('04, 
607-90  691,  700,  701,  709. 

Jlontgomer}',  William,  procurator,  545,  5o3. 

Montrose,  3,  526,  830,  833,  842 ; — Assemblies 
at,  893,  948,  1073,  V.  Eldership  of,  549. 

Montrose,  John,  Earl  of,  419,  519,  531,  747, 
750,  768  ; — (chancellor,  969,)  1014,  1022, 
1023,  1079,  1085,  1099,  1116,  11^22,  1140. 

Montrose,  Master  of,  1022. 

IMonypenny,  David,  396 ; — Dean  of  Faculty, 
1079,  1087,  1092. 

Monypenny,  Patrick,  of  Pilrig,  473,  546,  548, 
626,  755. 

IMonj'penny,  of  Pitmilly,  764. 

i\[oray,  WilUam,  518. 

Morbattle,  minister  of,  572,  v.  Ker  ; — personage 
of,  224. 

Mordington,  Morvington,  personage  of,  286,  287, 
336,  V.  Douglas. 

Murdo,  John,  518. 

More,  Alexander,  exhorter,  63. 

More,  James,  in  Calder,  4. 

]\Iorieson,  William,  minister  in  Angus,  64(), 
666. 

Morisone,  Thomas,  minister  of  Inverkeillour,  271. 

Morphie,  Laird  of,  v.  Gnihami'. 

Mortimer,  George,  of  Auchinkeadie,  825. 

Mortimer,  James,  Feir  of  Craigivarr,  825. 

Mortimer,  John,  Aberdeen,  1143,  1152. 

Mortimer,  Patrick,  982,  995. 

Morton,  James,  Earl  of;  38,  118; — Chancellor, 
207 ; — Regent  of  Scotland,  257,  259,  262, 
263,  271, 272,  277-81,  287-97,  303-7,  31  ], 
313,  316-19,  325,  326,  329,  334,  338-42, 
347-52,  356,  365,  367,  368,  374,  376,  380, 
382,  387-9,  392-8,  404,  518,  571,  602. 

Morton,  William,  Earl  of,  652,  750,  754,  764, 
1057. 

Morton,  Andro,  preacher,  804. 

Morton,  Patrick,  priest,  717. 

Morton,  Lady,  716. 


Morvington,  286,  287,  «■  Mordington. 

]\Ioulin,  Muleine,  Monsieur,  657- 

Mowat,  James,  solicitor,  667,  96O. 

Mowat,  Magnus,  apparent  of  Bucholy,  826. 

Moj',  person  of,  51,  v.  Sutherland. 

Moygude,  Laird  of,  531. 

Muir,  Sir  John,  of  Kilmarnock,  722. 

Muirhead,  Thomas,  minister,  Camnethan,  797, 
1089,  1092,  1152. 

Muleine,  v.  Moulin. 

Muncrief,  v.  Moncrieff. 

Munro,  p.  Monro. 

Murder,  (murderers,)  345,  772,  847,  874,  875, 
937;— of  the  King  (Darnley),  108,  181, 
633,  642;— of  the  Regent,  156,  157,  181,  v. 
Crimes. 

Murdocaim}',  v.  IMelville  of 

Mure,  Alexander,  minister  of  Falkland  alias 
Kilgoure,  222,  524. 

Mure,  John,  Glasgow,  599. 

Jlure,  William,  Aberdeen,  923. 

Murquhowsone,  John,  Kintail,  63. 

Murray,  bishop  of,  v.  Douglas  (Alexander  and 
George),  Hepburne; — bishoprick  of,  232,  303; 
— chancellor  of,  336,  v.  Gordon ; — chapter  of, 
301,  303,  308,  321,  366; — commissioner 
of,  V.  Pont;— deane  of,  300,  301,  303,  308, 
W.Keith; — diocie  of,  4l6,  435,  470,  531, 
974  ;— ministers  in,  899,  1086  ;— presby- 
teries of,  549,  587,  627,  917  ;— synod  of, 
333,  1048,  1049. 

Jlurray,  Andrev/,  of  Blackbarony,  131,  532,  567, 
1143. 

Jlurray,  Charles,  of  Cockpale,  756. 

i\Iuri-ay,  David,  brother  of  Balvaird,  7 1  ; — col- 
lector of  Perth,  234,  518  ;— Lord  Scone, 
1022,  1057,  1069,  1079,  1085,  1143, 
1 1 52. 

Murray,  Sir  Gideon,  of  Elibank,  treasurer-depute, 
1109,  1114,  1140,  1143,  1152. 

Murra}',  James,  (Stewart,)  Earl  of,  38,  40,  48- 
50; — Regent  of  Scotland,  113,  124,  127-9, 
134-57,  170,  181,  188,  I92,  240. 

Murray,  James,  Earl  of,  754,  789,  823,  897, 
898,  919,  922,  1113. 
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Murray,  John,  of  TuUibardine,  (comptroller,  83, 

104.,  no,)  754. 
Murray,  John,   minister  of  Leith  and  Dunfenn- 

line,  1068,  1114. 
Murra\',  IVIargaret,  31. 
Murray,  Patrick,  in  Perth,  145,  182. 
Murray,  Patrick,  of  Fawlahill,  755. 
Murray,  Patrick,  of  Geanies,  969,  974. 
Murray,  Robert,  110. 
Murray,  William,   minister  of  Crail,   1009-12, 

1087. 
Murray,  William,  minister  of  Dj'sart,  91 6,  929, 

1088,  1092. 
Murthly,  Laird  of,  Stewart  ?   827. 
Musselburgh,  26; — minister  of,  13. 
Muthill,  reader  of,  451. 
Myles,  Edmond,  minister  of  Cleish,  764,  976. 
Mylne,  Andrew,  minister  of  Strickathrow,  3  ? 

299,  309,    337,   355,   372,   475,  531,  594, 

605,  648,   656,  666,  729,  737,  741,  757, 

849,  850,  896,  929,  936,  943,  959. 
Mylne,  David,  minister  of  Dundonald,  667. 
Mylne,  James,  minister  of  Inverury,  975. 
Mynto,  Laird  of,  v.  Stewart ; — Lad}-,  720. 
Myi-tone,  Thomas,    of  Cambo,   396,  391,   764, 

795,  804  ;— his  brother,  616,  620. 


Nairn,  Name,  sheriff  of,  v.  Campbell. 
Nairn,  Robert,  minister  of  Deer,  29. 
Nairn,  WiUiam,  in  Stirling  presbytery,  1087. 
Naper,  Archibald,  of  Merchinstoun,  548,   638, 

731,  755,  765,  798. 
Neilson,  John,  of  Craigaffie,  204,  766. 
Nesmith,  Sir  Andrew,  priest,  722. 
Neulott,  Thomas,  vicar  at  Kasinden,  720. 
Neve,  Nevay,  kirk  of,  96I,  v.  Essie. 
Newabbey,  IO68  ; — abbot  of,  v.  Broun  ; — kirks 

of,  943. 
Newbottill,  Newbottle,  abbacy  of,  634  ; — abbot, 

commendator  of,  96,  380,  634, ; — his  son,  634, 

720,  750,  765,  783,  1022,  ».  Ker. 
Newton,  Laird  of,  v.  Gordon. 
NicoU,  Robert,  physician,  732. 
Nicokon,  George,  minister,  Gartlie,  757. 


Nicolson,  George,  burgess,  Aberdeen,  lOOg. 

Nicolson,  James,  comptroller,  113; — collector- 
clerk,  161,  336,  396,  475,  697 ;— minister  of 
Meigle,  729,  757,  763,  768,  786,  796,  798, 
800,  804,  834,  838,  839,  846,  850,  853, 
856,  857,  861,  863,  872,  892,  896,  914, 
928,  936,  942,  943,  959,  960,  969,  971, 
973,  979.  980,  983-91,  1000,  1024,  1031, 
1035-8,  1057. 

Nicolson,  John,  of  Laswade,  IOO6. 

Nicolson,  John,  Advocate,  708,  731,  741,  742, 
795,  969- 

Nicolson,  Thomas,  Advocate,  Clerk  of  the  As- 
sembly, 889,  913,  947,  1014,  1015,  1063, 
1102,  1144. 

Nicolson,  Thomas,  commissary  of  Aberdeen, 
1009. 

Nigg,  minister  of,  1017,  v.  Roughe. 

Nisbet,  James,  in  Edinburgh,  1056. 

Nithsdaill,  commissioner  of,  200,  318,  v.  Row, 
Watson;— kirk  of,  4,  6,  41 6,  436,  470,  S62, 
869,  1053;— over-part  of,  756,  758  ;— su- 
perintendentship  of,  28,  v.  Dumfries  ; — visita- 
tion of,  32,  54,  !.'.  Commissioner  of. 

Nobility,  the,  40,  41,  58,  l65,  182,  252,  265, 
269,  418,  419;— ministers  for,  982-6,  1123, 
1 125  ;  instructions  to  them,  985. 

Nomination  of  ministers  by  the  people,  v.  Mi- 
nisters. 

Non-communicants,  440,  638,  950,  99O. 

Non-compearance,  1 45. 

Non-intrusion,  15,  132,  509,  1005. 

Norie,  Duncan,  regent  in  King's  College  Aber- 
deen, 141-3. 

North,  visitation  of  the,  37,  51,  7l6,  724. 

Northberwick,  Laird  of,  v.  Home. 

Northberwick,  105,  127; — minister  of,  1126. 

Norvell,  James,  in  Edinburgh,  329. 

Norvell,  William,  in  Stirling,  3. 

Nunries,  210;— kirks  of,  127. 


Oaths,  IO9,  212,  226,  230,  254,  262,  821, 
1097; — conflicting,  180, 181; — under  bishops, 
230,  1097,  1123. 
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Obstructing  of  Discipline,  951. 
Ochiltree,  Ucliiltrie,  Wchiltrie,  Andro,  Lord,  49, 
110,  128,   164,  703,  704,  755,  1022,   1143, 
1152. 
Ochiltrie,   kirk  of,   238  ; — minister  of,   225,  a. 

Hamilton,  Inglis. 
Offences  in  court  and  judgment-seat,  875. 
Offences  in  all  estates,  875,  v.  Crimes  and  Scan- 
dals. 

Offences  in  the  King's  house,  464,  872,  964-6. 

Offences  in  the  Queen's  house,  964,  969. 

Offences  in  the  Prince's,  964,  966,  969,  991. 

Offences  in  ministers,  858,  862-7,  964. 

Offences  in  nobilit}-,  964,  g66,  99O. 

Offices  of  State,  capacity  for  them,  405,  407. 

Ogill,  Richard,  minister,  977. 

Ogilvy,  Ogilbie,  v.  Pourie. 

Ogilvy,  Lord,  96,  178,  407,  411. 

Ogilvy,  Master  of,  518. 

Ogilvy,  Laird  of,  79  5i  v.  Pourie. 

Ogilvy,  Alexander,  of  Boyne,  825. 

Ogilvy,  George,  of  Banff,  824. 

Ogilvy,  George,  of  CuUen,  825. 

OgQvy,  Gilbert,  826. 

Ogilvy,  Gilbert,  of  that  ilk,  110. 

Ogilvy,  James,  of  Blerock,  826. 

Ogilvy,  John,  826. 

Ogilvy,  John,  of  Innerquharity,  200. 

Ogilvy,  John,  minister,  804. 

Ogilvy,  Patrick,  of  Inchemartine,  754. 

Ogilvy,  Walter,  of  Findlater,  754,  824. 

Ogilvy,  William,  Jesuit,  822. 

Ogilvy,  William,  apparent  of ,  826. 

Ogsbvvie,  [^Ogilvie .']  Andi'ew,  minister  in  Caith- 
ness, 1086. 

Ogstoun  of  Fettercaime,  Alexander,  4,   110; — 
Walter,  824. 

Oliphant,  Elizabeth,   Countess  of  Angus,   898, 
1025. 

Oliphant,  Master  of,  96,  539. 

Oliphant,   Sir  William,  of  Newton,    lord  advo- 
cate, 1109,  1140,  1143,  1152. 

Oh'ick,  person  of,  a.  Urquhart. 

Oppression,  874; — of  children,  6,  75,  125. 

Order,  Book  of  Common,   54,  j;.  Geneva ; — in 


Assembly,  v.  Assembly; — of  Edinburgh,  (kirk- 
session,)  568. 

Ordinances,  Acts,  style  of,  81 6,  817. 

Ordiquhill,  chapel  of,  1055. 

Orkney,  fevvar  of,  347  ;— Earl  of,  66I,  754, 
1022. 

Orknej',  (and  Zetland,)  bishop  of,  v.  Bothwell, 
Graham,  Law ; — bishopric  of,  1 62,  1 65-7 ; — 
commissioner  of,  v.  Annan,  Foulsie,  Pont ; — 
kirks  of,  l65,  801  ;— ministers  of,  762,  948; 
— patronage  of,  66 1  ; — presbyteries  of,  799> 
974,  1035  ;— visitation  of,  41 6,  435,  470, 
725,  812. 

Ormestoun,  Laird  of,  707,  765,  v.  Cockburn. 

Ormestoun,  minister  of,  135,  v.  Blackball; — 
prebend  of,  129. 

Orrok,  David,  Leith,  979- 

Oswald,  Kirkoswald,  420. 

Oswald,  Oswell,  Archibald,  minister,  840,  106I, 
1069,  1070. 

Oswald,  Sir  Henry,  in  Strageith,  803. 

Oswald,  William,  from  Holyroodhouse,  13. 

Overtures,  Committee  of,  100,  111,  v.  Piatt, 
Question. 


PACiFicAitON,  act  of,  275,  276,  319- 

Paip,  Pap,  Pope,  Thomas,  minister  in  Caithness, 

1086. 
Paip,  William,  minister  in  Caithness,  756,  800, 

948,  1086,  1092. 
Paisley,    abbey    of,    703,    799 ; — abbot    (com- 

mendator)  of,   v.  Hamilton ; — kirk  of,  closed, 

53  ;— minister  of  324,   336,  342,  396,  411, 

449,  1 1 26,  V.  Adarason,  Smeaton,  Polwart ; 

—presbytery  of,    815,  884,  917,  977,  978, 

1038,  1089- 
Pallady-kirk,   (Fordoun,)   minister  of,  222,   v. 

Boncle. 
Panton,  Arthur,  Jesuit,  716. 
Panton,  James,  minister,  204. 
Panton,  John,  of  Pitmedden,  825. 
Papists,  126,  250-4,  262,  273,  341,  429,  457, 

464,  472,  550-2,  651,  652,   750-61,  803- 

6,  964-8,  990,  1075-1082,  1113-26. 
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Papists,  their  books,  1053,  1055. 

Papists,  their  cautioners,  651,  877,  982. 

Papists,  children  of,  1055. 

Papists,  committee  on  their  increase,  lO-ig,  1051, 

1056. 
Papists,  court  favour  to,  630,   631,  698; — ma- 
gistrates, 1062. 
Papists,  order  with,  1023,  1025,  104-7-6^. 
Papists,  resetters  of,  69S,  750,  952. 
Papists,  soliciting  for,   821,    1062  ; — suspected, 

407,  589,  63S,  651,  873,  9G5. 
Papists,  their  subscription,  589,  638,  651. 
Papists,  traffiquing,  1117-21. 
Papists,  V.  Apostates,  Apostate  lords,  Excommu- 
nicats,  Jesuits,  Non-communicants,  Seniinarie 
priests. 
Parbroth,  Laird  of  (Seton,)  comptroller,  783. 
Paris,  massacre  of  Px'otestants  at,   250-2,   459, 

V.  Trent. 
Paris,  University  of,  437. 
Parishes,  list  of,  668-684,  v.  Kirks. 
Parishioners,  consent  of,  811. 
Parliament,  5,  6,  41,   (of  1560,    1077,)  329, 
362,  802,  810,  814,  1025,   1026,  v.  Pacifi- 
cation. 
Parliament,  Acts  of,  relating  to  manses,  49 ; — 
stipends,  623;— (1592,)  807;  (1597,)  932. 
Parliament,  black  acts  of,  (1584,)  of  annexation, 
784-7,  8O9,  1026; — depriving  beneficed  per- 
sons, ipso  facto,  796. 
Parliament,  acts  in  favour  of  popery,  8O9  ; —  in 

favour  of  prelacy,  810,  1104. 
Pasch,  (Easter,)    180,    346,    465,   8O9,    1124, 

1126. 
Pastors,  493,  650,  698,  748,  v.  Ministers. 
Paterson,  George,  minister,  435,  470,  531,  539, 

566,  569,  587,656,  666,  717- 
Paterson,  Robert,  4. 
Paterson,  Robert,  priest,  40. 
Paterson,  Robert,  61,  66,  74. 
Paterson,  William,  writer,  299. 
Paton,   Patton,  Patoun,   James,  bishop  of  Dun- 
keld,   270,  281,  283,  286,  287,  295,  300, 
309,  311,  314,  318,  331-41,   348-52,  424, 
454,  592,  BQS,  623,  628,  635. 


Paton,  William,  minister  of  Aberdour  and  Dal- 
gatie,  962,  1003,  1088. 

Patrimony  of  the  Kirk,  7,  83,  107,  199,  252, 
360,  417,  453-5,  501,  512,  569,  603,  730, 
737,  776. 

Patronages,  68-70,  155,  211,  239,  285,  312, 
481 ; — Laic,  212,  733,  746,  784,  869,  937, 
new,  733,  746  ; — laws  respecting,  to  be  re- 
formed, 564,  565,  568. 

Patron  days,  332. 

Peace  of  the  kirk,  1023,  1024,  1026. 

Pecunial  pains,  284,  v.  Discipline. 

Pedagogues,  1054,  IO66. 

Peebles,  Peibles,  Halirud  of,  462  ; — minister  of, 
225,  V.  Cranston,  Douglas ; — personage  of, 
224 ;— presbytery  of,  482,  636,  977,  1089; 
— slieriffdome  of,  755,  757- 

Peibles,  Oliver,  622,  707. 

Peil,  716  ; — Laird  of,  v.  Leslie. 

Pencaitland,  minister  of,  727,  v.  Gibson. 

Pendreigh,  William,  of  that  ilk,  826. 

Penitents,  158,  17  6,  636. 

Pennycuick,  person  of,  634. 

Pensions,  248,  v.  Benefices,  thrids. 

Pentland,  provostrie  of,  635. 

Penpont,  presbytery  of,  48 1 . 

Perth,  St  Johnstoun,  3,  335,  526,  961,  1011  ; — 
magistrates  of,  775,  820  ; — sheriffdome  of, 
104,  754,  757. 

Perth,  Assemblies  at,  31,243,  889,  1143;— 
kirk-session  of,  262  ; — minister  of,  29,  475, 
531,  1123,  1125,  1126; — preachers  in,  998; 
—presbytery  of,  483,  549,  593,  6l4,  621, 
625,  776,  8 16,  820,  1037,  1050;— synod  of, 
621,  738,  843,  912,  975. 

Peterhead,  minister  of,  256,  v.  Keith. 

Petition,  «.  Supplication. 

Phamihirst,  Femlhii'st,  v.  Ker. 

Philip,  Dr  Henry,  minister  of  Arbroath,  975  ; — 
scribe  to  Assembly,  1024,  1035,  1038,  1047, 
1060,  1069,  1071,  1079,  1087,  1092,  1124^ 
1131,  1152,  1153. 

Philip,  John,  minister  of  Dumbennan,  666. 

Philorth,  (Eraser,)  Laird  of,  824,  958. 

Philorth,  abbey  of,  184. 
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Pierson,  Alison,  witch,  640. 

Pilgiimages,  280,  4G2,  535,  638,  721,  874, 
1055,  1120. 

Pillor,  Johne,  priest,  40. 

Pilrig,  Laird  of,  v.  Monypenny. 

Pitcaime,  Elizabeth,  970. 

Pitcaime,  James,  minister  in  Zetland,  1035. 

Pitcaime,  John,  reader,  R.yne,  Eynd  ?  334. 

Pitcaime,  Robert,  coramendator  of  Dunfermline, 
96,  706 ;— Secretary,  207,  235,  236,346, 
380,  396,  397,  518,  519,  571,  610. 

Pitcan-o,  129,  v.  Pittarro. 

Pitcols,  benefice  of,  269- 

Pitcur,  ».  Halyburton. 

Pitfin-an,  Laird  of,  532,  v.  Halket. 

Pitlm-g,  Laird  of,  v.  Gordon. 

Pitmedden,  Laird  of,  v.  Panton. 

Pitmilly,  Laird  of,  v.  Monypenny. 

Pitsligo,  Laird  of,  824,  v.  Forbes. 

PittaiTO,  Laird  of,  ».  Wisheart. 

Pittencrieff,  Laird  of,  v.  Wemyss. 

Pittenweem,  prior  of,  452,  540,  543,  v.  Haly- 
burton, Stewart. 

Planting  of  Kirks,  34,  338,  708,  714,  772,  848- 
51,  877,  964-6,  969,  982,  997,  1023-6, 
1061,  V.  Commissioners  for  visiting. 

Piatt,  464,  465,  470,  475,  524,  535,  635,  656, 
726,  745,  778,  849-51,  (interim,)  59,  71, 
77,  78-88,  928,  932,  940,  9*3,  969,  982, 
988,  997,  999,  1067. 

Plays,  profane,  312,  375,  407,  410,  440,  784. 

Pluralities,  42,  139,  146,  153,  172,  249,  286, 
351,  375,  386,  422,  441,  448,  467,  471, 
802. 

Pluscarden,  (Seton,)  prior  of,  0.  Dunfemiline. 

Pohcy  of  the  Kirk,  207,  295,  325,  326,  362, 
365,  385,  389,  404-9,  419,  431,  488,  646- 
48,  V.  Discipline. 

Pollock,  Robert,  minister,  768. 

Polwart,  Andrew,  minister  of  Paisle}',  329,  336, 
342,  354,  358,  387,  396 ;— of  Monkland, 
subdene  of  Glasgow,  475,  487,  522,  526,  533, 
538,  545,  548,  572,  573,  581,  586,  605, 
612,  625-8,  637,  649,  651,  655,  667. 

Polwart,  James,  Torphichen,  4. 


Polwart,  Laird  of,  1057,  v.  Hume. 

Pont,  James,  minister,  Melrose,  1 8 ; — to  Lord 
Erskine,  29,  531,  849. 

Pont,  Kynpont,  Robert,  minister  of  Dunkeld  and 
afterwards  of  St  Cutlibert's,  and  commissioner 
of  Murray,  3,  4,  13,  18,  28,  34,  40,  44,  49- 
51,  60-3,  77,  88,  90,  129,  131,  13.5,  139, 
150,  153,  175,  178,  183,  185,  I9I,  203-8, 
235,  244,  247,  250,  257,  262-4,  270,  271, 
281,  282,  289,  29O,  293,  295-8,  310,  323, 
325,  329,  331,  352,  355,  360-2,  365,  373, 
374,  383-5,  391-4,  398,  403,  406,  409, 
413,  414,  418,  422,  427,  430,  434,  436, 
449,  450,  459,  460,  463,  469,  471,  473, 
476,  487,  513,  522,  525,  540,  543,  545, 
548,  550,  563,  565,  574,  577,  581,  585-6, 
592,  594,  605,  612-14,  620,  624-6,  629, 
637,  645,  646,  651,  654-6,  664,  667,  668, 
685,  688,  696-700,  703,  704,  707-9,  712, 
713,  724-30,  736,  737,  741,  742,  765, 
767,  771,  774,  780,  784-7,  795,  799,  800, 
804,811-13,  819,  846,  849,850,  856-9, 
863,  870,  912,  913,  928,  942,  943,  959, 
961,  969-74,  980,  986-8,  996,  1000,  1001, 
1005. 

Poor,  5,  17,  30,  44,  146,  252,  306,  339,  417, 
425,  603,  715,  731  ;— collection  for,  257,  v- 
Beggars,  Gypsies. 

Pope,  the,  8,  18,  8O9. 

Popish  baptism,  75; — clergy,  5,  78,  181,  255, 
287,  V.  Jesuits,  Seminarie  priests  j — schools, 
4, 25,26, 37; — sentences  for  heresy,  36, 41,  56. 

Porteous,  Robert,  in  Dalkeith  presbytery,  765. 

Porterfield,  John,  minister  of  Kilmaronock  and  of 
Ayr,  132,  153,  154,  300,  354,  475,  487, 
526,  532,  539,  545,  572,  573,  579,  581, 
594,  618,  649,  664,  688,  690,  700,  729, 
737,  758,  766,  800,  813,  913,  928. 

Portmook,  prior  of,  v.  Winram. 

Pot,  Elizabeth,  66. 

Pourie-Pothringhame,  Laird  of,  531,  930. 

Pourie-Ogilvie,  Laird  of,  531,  795. 

Praetor,  [Proctor?]  Andrew,  717- 

Prayer,  54,  970,  1 128,  1157  ; — for  the  King,  v. 
James  VI. 
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Preachers,  ministers  unemployed,  325,  668,  969, 

998,  1053. 
Preaching,  manner  of,  513. 
Prehendaries,    18,    129,    214,   215,   481,   536, 

880-2. 
Prelacies,  209,  514,  784. 

Prelatic  offices  and  titles,  492,  504-7,  »•  Bishops. 
Presbyteries,  432,  439,  501,  513,  514,  710, 
738,  745,  V.  Elderships  ; — acts  of,  641  ; — 
books  of,  S14;— erection  of,  469,  475-80, 
523,  524,  530-3,  537,  549,  550,  566-9, 
586,  625,  627,  637,  639,  648,  649,  661  ,— 
jurisdiction  of,  425,  601,  665,  666,  698,  80S, 
946;— list  of,  481-7,  648,  799,  1035-9, 
1085-92  J — members  of,  6OI  ; — moderators 
of,  487,  667 ;— constant,  1025-40,  1101, 
1116;— order  in,  567,  656,  773,  775;— 
threatened  to  be  discharged,  IO98  ; — visitation 
of,  637,  800,  949. 
Presentations,  II7,  192,  197,  248,  264,357, 
419,  514,  554,  773,  864,  871,  IO67,  IO96, 
1105; — absolute,  {plena  jure  principis,)  34, 
59,  68-70,  135,  187,  188,  462,479,559, 
564,  566,  602,  609 ; — acts  of  Council  respect- 
ing, 571-5,  C04. 
Presentees,  trial  of,  864. 

President  of  Session,  v.  Baillie,  Balfour,  Preston. 
Press,  the,  35,  90,  125,  l64,  289,  291,  297, 
298,   310,  320,  361,  625,  706,  725,  777, 
780,  988. 
Preston  and  Bonkle,  minister  of,  318. 
Prestoun,  Laird  of,  v.  Hamilton. 
Prestoun,  James,  minister  of  Daily,  336. 
Prestoun,  John,  of  Fentonbams,  Lord  President, 
110,    186,  203,   (James,   867,)  902,   1014, 
1023,  1069,  1071,  1079- 
Prestoun,  John,  elder,  Edinburgh,  471. 
Prima   instantia,  jurisdiction  in,    153-4,    838, 

843-5,  951,  952,  989,  994,  996,  1058. 
Primrose,  James,  clerk  of  Privy  (^Jouncil,  1040. 
Primrose,  Peter,  minister  of  Mauchlin,  204,  271, 

320,  572,  667,  758,  766,  768,  1090. 
Prince  of  Wales,  v.  Henry. 
Printing,  306,  327,  462,  513. 
Priories,  59,  210,  268,  514,  u.  Abbacies. 


Priors,  91,  210,  226-8,  875. 

Private  celebration  of  baptism,  465,  524,  525; — 

of  the  communion,  525; — of  marriage,  525. 
Privy  Council,  v.  Council. 
Privy  Conference,  v.  Conference. 
Privy  Seal,  Lord,  o.  Buchanan,  Cockbum,  Ste- 
wart of  Blantyre. 
Proclamation  1 572,  occasioned  by  the  massacre 

of  Pi-otestants  in  Prance,  251. 
Proclamation  enjoining  subscription  of  the   Con- 
fession of  Faith,  526,  589. 
Proclamation,  slanderous,  July  12th-13th  1582, 
607,  D.  583,   584,  590,  596,  599,603-11, 
and  M'Gill,  David. 
Proclamation  for  liberty  of  the  Assembly,  4-21 
September  1582,   explaining  the  proceeding, 
604,  610. 
Proclamation   condemning  the  Assembly   1605, 

1018. 
Proclamation   convoking   the    Assembly,    1114, 

1140,  1143. 
Proclamation  proroguing  Assemblies,  948,  973, 

1063,  1065,  1040,  1042,  1043. 
Proclamation  ratifying  the  Assembly  I6IO,  1 102. 
Procurator  for  the  Ku'k,  v.  Little,  Sime,  Strang. 
Profanation,  v.  Blasphemj',  Sabbath,  Sacrament. 
Prophesying,  513,  v.  Exercise. 
Protection  of  judges  and  ministers,  602. 
Protestants,  foreign,  854,  v.  Massacre. 
Protestations  for  the  liberty  of  the  Kirk,    245, 
246,   374,  554,  573-5,  894,  912,  1009-12, 
1013-15. 
Protestations  against  the  Kirk's  proceedings,  193, 

331,  654,  662,947,  971- 
Provand,  Lord,  president  of  the  Session,  t'.  Baillie. 
Provinces  of  Glasgow  and  St  Andrews,  1080. 
Provinces,  (Sj-nods,)  668-84. 
Provostries,   59,   213-5,    233,    536,    637  ;— of 

New  College,  375,  522. 
Prymerose,  v.  Primrose. 
Psalm-book,  54,  125, — metre,  970,  1128. 
Pulpit,  liberty  of  the,   805,  8O6,   837,   842-5, 

891,  893,  896,  969,  989. 
Puritans,  6l3,  614,  749,  854. 
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Qualifications  for  the  ministry,  322. 

Queen,  v.  Anne,  Elizabeth,  Mary. 

Queen's  Advocate,  v.  Spence. 

Queen's  College  kirk,  277,  282. 

Queen's  household,  ».  Family. 

Queen's  College,  provost  of,  223,  277- 

Questions,  (Overtures,)  52,  60-2,  72-7,  80,  83, 
91,  93,  98,  130,  154,  158,  164,  170-3, 
177,  179-81,  191,  194-7,  239-41,  245, 
249,  260,  267,  268,  272,  283,  293,  300, 
313,  343-6,  361,  377,  378,  440,  475,  656, 
690. 

Questions  by  the  State,  288,  368-72,  printed, 
903. 

Questions  by  Synods,  438-40. 

Quhitteme,  v.  Whithorn. 

Quhittingham,  ».  Whittingham. 

Quilt,  V.  Cultis. 


Rae,  David,  minister  of  Forres,  42. 

Raid  of  Ruthven,  591-6. 

Rait,    kirk   of,    4l6; — minister  of,    45,  50,  v. 

Jarden,  Kilspindie. 
Rait,  David,  minister  near  Aberdeen,  975,  98O, 

1013,  1086. 
Rait,  James,  minister  in  the  Blemes,  1086. 
Rait,  Robert,  minister  in  Nairnshire  ?   756. 
Rait,  Robert,  minister  in  Fothrick,  757. 
Raith,  Laird  of,  v.  Melville. 
Raith,  James,  minister  in  Murray,  763. 
Ramsay,  Adam,  802. 
Ramsay,  Alexander,  brother  of  Dalhousie,  802, 

876,  877. 
Ramsay,  Andrew,  minister  of  Arbutlmot,  1036, 

1057,  1086;— of  Edinburgh,  IIO9. 
Ramsay,  Cuthbert,  Edinburgh,  1 1 . 
Ramsay,  David,  potter,  802. 
Ramsay,  David,  of  Bowman,  826. 
Ramsay,  David,  minister  of  Cleish,  260. 
Ramsay,  David,  burgess,  Dundee,  145,  182. 
Ramsay,  George,  minister  ofFoulden  and  Chim- 

side,  266,  336,  574,  589,  777,  976,  IOO6, 

1037,  1057. 


Ramsay,  James,  minister  of  Closebum,  640. 

Ramsay,  John,  minister  of  Aberdour  and  Tyrie, 
(in  Buchan,)  5. 

Ramsay,  John,  minister  in  Dundee  presbytery, 
896,  929,  943,  1036,  1110. 

Ramsay,  John,  of  Balmane,  754,  1022,  1046, 
1079,  1091- 

Ramsay,  Peter,  minister  of  Dairsy,  222. 

Ramsay,  Robert,  notary,  6O8,  609. 

Ramsay,  Robert,  minister  in  Angus,  44,  763. 

Ramsay,  Thomas,  minister  of  Dumfries,  1038, 
1047,  1057,  1080,  1090,  1092,  1152. 

Ramsay,  Thomas,  minister  of  Idvie,  396,  397, 
757. 

Ramsay,  Tobias,  minister  in  the  Mersc,  977- 

Ramsay,  William,  regent  in  St.  Salvator's  Col- 
lege, and  minister  of  KUmany,  4,  58,  62,  90. 

Ransom  from  slavery,  44. 

Rape,  346. 

Rassyth,  v.  Rossyth. 

Rathin,  kirk  of,  717; — minister  of,  ».  Davidson. 

Ratho,  4  ; — minister  of,  1 3,  v.  Weymis. 

Rattray,  Silvester,  minister,  sub-chanter  of  Dun- 
keld,  97.5,  1087,  1092. 

Rawsone,  Alexander,  minister  of  Spynie,  646, 
648,  &Q(S,  697,  700,  736,  763,  849,  973, 
974,  980,  986,  1057,  IO92. 

Ray,  Thomas,  minister,  763. 

Readers,  4,  82,  124,  252,  280,  340,  345,  372, 
388,  430,  438,  439,  455-7,  460,  465,  479, 
535,  927. 

Rebels,  English,  1  72  ; — Scottish,  (the  Queen's 
faction,)  admission  otj  284. 

Reference  to  the  Kirk  from  Exchequer  or  Session, 
158,  161  ;— from  tlie  Regent,  153,  154. 

Reference  by  the  Kirk  to  the  commissaries,  1 70 ; 
— to  parliament,  35,  36,  62,  111  ; — to  Re- 
gent, 334  ; — to  Session,  I68,  240,  241. 

Regent  of  Scotland,  v.  Lennox,  MaiT,  Morton, 
BIuiTay. 

Register,  Lord  Clerk,  v.  Balfour,  Hay,  M'Gill, 
Skene. 

Registers,  of  baptisms  and  maniages,  1124, 
1129;— of  burials,  63,  310,  372,  389,  1124, 
c.  Assembly,  Presbyteries,  Session,  Synod. 
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Reid,  Andrew,  of  Collestoun,  825. 

Reid,  James,   531,  537,  566,  587,  648,  666, 

757,  Sig. 
Reid,  John,  Perth,  820. 
Reid,  John,  minister  of  Logiebuchan,  1036,  1047, 

1057,  1086,  1092,  1124,  1131. 
Reid,  Matthew,  in  Galloway,  978. 
Reid,  Patrick,  in  Garsoll,  272,  294. 
Reid,  Paul,  110. 
Reid,  Robert,  Dundee,  271. 
Reid,    Robert,    minister    of  Banchorie    Ternan, 

1017,  1086. 
Reid,  William,  in  Mun-ay,  1086. 
Reid,  William,  in  Garsoll,  272,  667. 
Relapse  in  scandal,  267,  327,  378. 
Religion,  articles  of,  v.  Articles; — decay  of,  963, 

its  causes,  964,  and  remedies,  965. 
Remedies  of  grievances,  876,  v.  Articles. 
Renfrew,  v.  Cliddisdaill ; — commissioner  of,  200, 
V.  Hay;— kirks  of,   51,  4l6,  430,   470;— 
sheriffdome  of,  755,  757,  8I6,  917. 
Renfrew,  burgh,    minister  of,    145,   225,   572, 

972,  V.  Hay  ; — personage  of,  224. 
Rentals,  clerk  of,  30,  v.  Nicolson,  James. 
Repentance,  public,  signs  of,  41,  43,  117,   125, 

159,  160,  180,  284,  346,  378,  710. 
Report  to  Assembly  from  State,  277- 
Report  to  Assembly  from  committees,  104,  105. 
Report  of  diligence  required,  768,  et  passim. 
Request,  to  the  Queen,  51. 
Requests,  Lord  of,  v.  Ker. 
Resetters  of  Jesuits  or  priests,   253,  277,  715, 

749,768,  771,  952,  1117. 
Residence  of  ministers,  43,  181,  258,  331,  336, 
351,  415,  430,  621,  635,  636,  66O,  687, 
692,  749,  811. 
Restalrig,  dean  of,  IOO6 ; — kirk  of,  5  ; — minister 

of,  204 ; — parochin  of,  5,  636. 
Restennet,  thrid  of,  234. 
Rests,  arrears,  305,  v.  Stipends. 
Revocation,    104,   183; — Assembly's  power  of, 

557  ;_act  of,  783. 
Rhind,  Rind,  Rynd,  John,   person  and  vicar  of 

Cumnock,  336,  35). 
Rhind,  Robert,  minister  in  Angus,  1087. 


Rhind,  William,   minister  near  Perth,  4,  362, 
463,487,  526,  531,  539,    690,    757,   764, 
767,  796,  936. 
Riccartoun  in  Kyle,  kirk  of,  6I. 
Richardson,  Gualter,  717- 
Richardsone,  Robert,  ti'easurer  ?  41. 
Richesoun,  James,  of  Smetoun,  765. 
Riddell,  Lady,  720. 
Rig,  John,  notary,  71 6,  763. 
Rig,  James,  of  Carbarrie,  203. 
Ritchie,  James,  clerk  of  the  General  Assembly, 
299,302,  307,  311,   312,   340,    398,   450, 
568,  577,  592,  629,  636,  648,  656-7,  705, 
727,  782-856,  889,  913. 
Robertson,  Bartile,  preacher,  804. 
Robertson,  David,  minister  of  Rossy,  222. 
Robertson,  David,  minister  of  Rugley,  101 7. 
Robertson,  James,  minister  in  Ross,   729,  730, 

762,  838,  934,  936,  963,  972,  988,  1000. 
Robertson,  John,  thesaurer  of  Rosse,   and  Com- 
missioner of  Caithness,    63,   175,  311,   373, 
416,  420,  450,  470,  530,  531,  537,  586-7, 
037,  646,  648,  664,  700,  729,  736,  756, 
800,  978. 
Robertson,  John,  Edinburgh,  991. 
Robertson,    Walter,    notary,    Aberdeen,    101  ?, 

1017. 
Robesone,  Simon,  720. 
Kobesone,  Sir  Walter,  at  Logierait,  287. 
Robesone,  George,  of  Dundee,  155. 
Robin  Hood  play,  407,  410. 
Rock,  V.  Rollock. 

Roger,  David,  unemployed,  in  Lanark,  998. 
[Rollock,]  Peter,  bishop  of  Dunkeld,  648.  667, 

690. 
Rollock,  Robert,  minister  in  Edinburgh,  princi- 
pal of  the  College,  706,  780,  834,  838,  856, 
863,  896,  913,  928,  932,  934,  940,   942. 
943,  9-^6,  959- 
Rollock,  Robert,  minister  in  Ross,  1086. 
Ronaldson,  David,  burgess,  Aberdeen,  101 7. 
Ros,  Rose,  Rosse,  v.  Ross. 
Rosling,  Laird  of,  797. 
Ross,  Alexander,  of  Balnagoun.  718, 
Ross,  Andrew.  802. 
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Ross,  George^  of  Ballingoun,  824. 

Ross,  Hucheoun,  of  Kilravock,  754. 

Ross,  James,  minister  of  Mucliersy,  975,  998. 

Ross,  James,  minister,  Aberdeen,  1009,  1017. 

Ross,  John,  (James?)  in  diocle  of  Aberdeen,  975. 

Ross,  John,  of  Auchlossin,  825. 

Ross,  John,  minister  in  Tajiie  presbytery,  475, 
666,  1036. 

Ross,  John,  minister  in  synod  of  Perth,  838, 
842-5. 

Ross,  Richard,  minister  in  sj'nod  of  Aberdeen, 
975. 

Ross,  Robert,  minister  there,  1086. 

Ross,  Thomas,  in  Presbytery  of  Perth,  998. 

Ross,  William,  apparent  of ,  825. 

Ross,  William,  in  Ross,  C3. 

Rosse,  archdeacon  of,  311,  v.  Grahame; — bishop 
of,  V.  Hay,  Hepburn,  Leslie,  Lindsay  j — 
bishopric  of,  248,  306,  717,  1003  ;— chapter 
of,  1003  ; — commissioner  of,  34,  321  ; — dio- 
cie  of,  420,  849,  1086;— kirks  of,  106l  ;— 
minister  in,  420,  1086; — presbyteries  in, 
531,  550,  586,  587,  6I3,  627,  1003  ;— shire 
of,  470,  717,  974  ;— treasurer  of,  311,  v.  Ro- 
bertson. 

Rossie,  minister  of,  222,  v.  Robertson. 

Rossyth,  Laird  of,  110,  388,  390. 

Rothesse,  Earl  of,  41,  95,  532,  711,  755. 

Rough,  John,  minister  of  Nig,  1009,  1017- 

Rough,  Robert,  presbytery  clerk,  St.  Andrews, 
afterwards  minister  of  Inverkei thing,  1010. 

Row,  James,  minister  of  Kilspindie,  435,  816. 

Row,  John,  the  Reformer,  minister  of  Perth, 
commissioner  of  Gallowa}',  Nithsdaill,  &c.  3, 
9,  27,  38,  40,  50,  56,  59,  60,  62,  66,  73, 
79,  88,  90,  95,97,  100,112,  113,  124,  131, 
138,  145,  157,  l6l,  165,  177,  185,  1S6, 
190,  191,  200,  238-40,  244,  250,  256,  257, 
261-3,  271,  273,  281,  282,  289,  290,  293, 
295,  316,  325,  336,-8,  340,  341,  348,  S55, 
356,  359-62,  365,  367,  373,  374,  384, 
391-4,  403,  406-9,  412-14,  416,  418,421, 
427,  431,  434,  454,  46S. 

Row,  William,  minister  of  Forgandennie,  757, 
795. 


Rowsone,  v.  Rawsone. 

Roxburgh,  V.  Teviotdaill. 

Roye,  Elargaret,  6O8,  609. 

Rugley,  minister  of,  v.  Robertson. 

Rule,  Ninian,  621. 

Russell,  David,  bailie  of  St.  Andrews,  59*, 
615-8. 

Russell,  William,  minister,  979. 

Russell,  RuflTell  ?  prebendry  of,  18. 

Rutherford,  Rutherfuird,  Alexander,  544,  811, 
1091. 

Rutherford,John,  minister  of  Quilt,  (Cults?)  204. 

Rutherford,  John,  principal  of  St.  Salvator's  Col- 
lege, minister  of  Cultis,  4,  31,  32,  50,  58,  62, 
180,  184,  204,  238,  239,  244,  289,  297, 
526,  598,  900,  928,  940. 

Rutherford,  Katherine,  54. 

Rutherford,  William,  minister  of  (SaUing?)  204. 

Rutherford,  William,  collector,  234. 

Rutherglen,  minister  of,  225,  572,  v.  Jack. 

Ruthven,  Lord,    Patrick,  41. 

Ruthven,  William,  thesaurer,  207,  256,  279, 
415,518,  519,  531. 

Ruthven,  William,  of  Bellindane,  518. 

Ruthven,  Raid  of,  591-6. 

Ruthven,  minister  of,  63,  v.  Hay. 

Rynd,  v.  Rhind. 

Ryne,  kirk  of,  334. 


Sabbath,  communion  on,  309  ; — profanation  of, 
by  fishing,  harvesting,  markets,  milns,  playes, 
salt-pans,  19,  30,  309,  312,  339,  375,  377, 
746-49,  772,  776,  874,  996 ;— statutes  not 
executed,  253,  284,  536,  769,  784. 

Sacraments,  54,  124,  v.  Baptism,  Communion  ; 
— abusers  or  contemners  of,  8,  19,  159,  715, 
770,  772. 

Sacrilege,  780,  804,  874,  875. 

St.  Andrews,  453,  456,  627,  629,  749,  817, 
849,  979  ; — baiUie  of,  v.  Russel ; — commis- 
sioner of,  V.  Cooke,  Sibbald ; — magistrates  and 
council  of,  817 ; — provost  cf,  v.  Learmont. 

St.  Andrews,  Archbishop  of,  v.  Adamson,  Dou- 
glas,  Hamilton,   Gladstanes,  Spottiswood. 
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St.  Andrews,  archbishopric  of,  223,  232,  233, 
242,  264,  367,  376,  385 ;— archdean  of,  223  ; 
— chancellor  of,  223  ; — chapter  of,  222,  223, 
367,  376,  386  ;— deane  of,  222,  223  ;— diocie 
of,  243,  264,  416,  1080  ;— prior  of,  222,  223, 
V.  Caithnes,  bishop  of,  546; — province  of, 
1080. 

St.  Andrews,  Assembhes  at,  237,  548,  9O8,  909, 
912,  962,  973  ;— exercise  of,  270,  v.  presb}'- 
tery  of; — kirk  (fabric)  of,  255; — kirk  (parish) 
of,  3,  801,  956 ;— kirk-session  of,  265,  312, 
321,  323,  957 ;— ministers  of,  13,  36,  72, 
97,  124,  145,  179,  237,261,3)2,  351,  596, 
644,  8I6,  817,  855,  928,  936,  940,  980  ;— 
preachers  in,  998  ; — presbytery  of,  459,  483, 
549,615-18,621,  640,  811,  8I6,  817,  855, 
900,  928,  940,  976,  1004,  1009-11,  1037, 
1087;— Synod  of,  v.  Fife. 

St.  Andrews,  University  of,  270,  334,  360, 
434-7,  466,  471,  594,  614,  625,  628,  788, 
8I7,  976,  1087  ; — persons  in  it  apt  to  teach, 
4;— rector  of,  29,  73,  297,  320,  365,  81 1,  ». 
Douglas,  Melville,Wilkie ; — College  (New)  of, 
58,  63,  241,  466,  469,  471,  596,  723,  871, 
1124,  1128,  provost  of,  375,  421 ;— College 
(St.  Leonard's)  of,  93,  113,  289,  334;— 
College  (St.  Salvator's)  of,  34,  57,  62,  90, 
160,  433,  provost  of,  239,  240,  570. 

St.  Colme's  Inch,  commendator  of,  QQ,  519,  f. 
Doune,  Inchcolme,  Stewart. 

St.  Cuthbert's,  kirk,  3,  1 63,  1 68  ; — minister  of, 
3j  970  ; — session  of,  273. 

St.  Johnstoun,  v.  Perth. 

St.  Ninians,  minister  of,  156,  v.  Gillespie. 

Saline,  Sauling,  minister  of,  204,  424,  1020,  v. 
Blackwood,  Stewart ; — vicarage  of,  386. 

Salsett,  parochln  of,  9''50. 

Saltoun,  Lord,  754,  1057  ; — master  of,  96. 

Saltprestoun,  minister  of,  857,  v.  Davidson. 

Sandelands,  James,  clerk  of  Assembly,  1144. 

Sanderson,  William,  minister  of  Whittingham, 
204,  266,  308,  436,  589,  648,  765,  777. 

Sanderson,  William,  minister  of  Innerlethin,  757. 

Sanquhar,  Lord,  96,  110;— Robert,  756,  766;— 
WiDiam,  1109,  1143,  1152. 


Sanquhar,  Tutor  of,  3S7. 

Sanquhar,  person  of,  337,  572,  v.  Blackwood, 
FuUertoun  ; — personage  of,  224,  386. 

Saxony,  Duke  of,  1023. 

Sayfield,  Seafield,  40,  48. 

ScandaUs,  74,  344,  556,  691,  724,  v.  Crimes. 

Schaw,  John,  of  Greenock,  110,  200,  594,  755, 
802. 

Schaw,  Patrick,  minister,  973,  986,  1057,  1 152. 

Schaw,  William,  518,  738. 

Scholars,  Poor,  34,  ».  Bursars. 

School  masters,  34,  44,  46,  311,  535. 

School  mistresses,  1120. 

Schools,  17,  33,  60,  108,  212,  213,  252,  279, 
311,  415,  425,  432,  693,  723,  737. 

Scone,  416;— abbay  of,  233. 

Scone,Skoone,SirDavid  Murray,  Lord,c.Murray 

Scoonie,  Skoonie,  kirk  of,  123. 

Scotlandwell,  minister  of,  v.  Amot. 

Scott,  relict  of  Dishington  of  Ardi-oss,  288,  295, 
333. 

Scott,  Agnes,  234-5. 

Scott,  Elizabeth,  (spouse  of  John  Carmichael,) 
381. 

Scott,  Elspet,  803. 

Scott,  George,  minister  of  Kirkaldie,  204,  238, 
245,  256,  261,  272  ;— of  Dysart,  319,  532, 
625. 

Scott,  James,  vicar  of  Askirk,  720. 

Scott,  John,  Jedburgh,  720. 

Scott,  John,  Jesuite,  71 6,  720. 

Scott,  Robert,  minister  of  Glasgow,  1124,  1131. 

Scott,  Robert,  264. 

Scott,  Simon,  of  Thirlstoune,  532. 

Scott,  Thomas,  of  Thirlstoun,  110. 

Scott,  Thomas,  of  Abottishall,  50,  203,  271,  v. 
Abbottishall. 

Scott,  Thomas,  of  Hayning,  13. 

Scott,  Thomas,  of  Hame,  Harden,  110. 

Scott,  Walter,  of  Branxholme,  755. 

Scott,  William,  minister  of  Kennoquhy,  856, 
863,  96O-I,  972,  976,  984,  986-7,  989, 
1037,  1058,  1061,  1069,  1070,  1071 ;— mi- 
nister of  Cupar,  1120,  1124,  1131,  1152, 
1153,  1167. 
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Scott,  William,  4,  36. 

Scott,  William,  of  Balweiy,  6,  19,  76-i. 

Scottish  tongue,  175. 

Scrimgeour,  Scrymgeour,  Alexander,  commis- 
sioner from  Dundee,  544,  703,  704,  707,  757, 
892,  961,  972,  973,  979,  999,  1000,  1038, 
1047,  1051,  1090,  1092. 

Scrymgeour,  Sir  James,  of  Dudhope,  constable  of 
Dundee,  703,  704,  754,  1057. 

Scrymgeour,  John,  preacher  in  Dundee,  QQS  ; — 
minister  of  Kinghome  ?   1158. 

Scr3'mgeour,  John,  younger  of  Glaswell,  518. 

Scrymgeour,  John,  in  Fife,  his  wife,  6. 

Seagie,  Seggie,  [^Meldrum,]  Laird  of,  471,  526, 
634,  643. 

Seatoun,  v.  Seton,  Seytoun. 

Seatoun,  Lord,  281,  419,  518,  738  ; — his  sons, 
281,  616,  620. 

Seatoun,  James,  Jesuit,  720. 

Seatoun,  William,  of  Blair,  825. 

Secretary,  Lord,  ».  Binning,  Elphinston,  Hay, 
Maitland,  Pitcaim. 

Secret  Council,  v.  Council. 

Secret  Council,  minister  to,  ».  Hay,  George. 

Seinzeur,  Archibald,  burgess,  Edinburgh,  329- 

Seiris,  kirk  of,  96O,  v.  Ceres. 

Selkirk,  minister  of,  757,  »•  Welshe. 

Selkirk,  Shenifdome  of,  53,  283,  755,  757,  "• 
Etterick. 

Seminarie  priests,  705,  714,  715,  748,  771, 
1117,  1121,  o.  Jesuits,  Papists. 

Sempill,  Semple,  Lord,  128,  755,  813,  815, 
984,  1025,  1051. 

Semple,  Simple,  George,  797,  1005. 

Sentences  of  the  Kirk,  disannulled,  583 ; — sus- 
pended, 374,  380-2. 

Sermons,  afternoon,  460. 

Session,  Court  of,  8,  77,  l67-9,  183,  S72,  661, 
662,  667,  715,  719,  876,  878,  1028  ;— Lords 
of,  166,  181,  240,  341,  602,  875,  v.  Justice, 
College  of. 
Session,  kirk-,  39,  411,  666,  69^,  746,  808, 
865; — book  of,  993,  v.  Edinburgh,  Ses- 
sion of. 

Seton,  David,  v.  Parbroth. 


Seton,  provostry  of,  635. 

Seytoun,  Alexander,  518,  v.  Dunfermline. 

Seytoun,  Alexander,  of  Meldrum,  754. 

Seytoun,  James,  of  Tullibody,  755. 

Sheriffdomes,  commissions  in,  754-8. 

Sharpe,  David,  minister  of  East  Kilbride,  1080, 
1089. 

Sharpe,  John,  minister  of  Kilmanie,  17,  18,731, 
741,  742,  1014-17. 

Sharpe,  Patrick,  principal  of  the  College  of  Glas- 
gow, 579,  667,  706,  779,  788,  863,  892, 
913,  928,  946,  947,  949,  963,  977,  979, 
980,986,989,996,  1024,  1031,  1038,  1046, 
1047,  1058,  1060,  1069-71,  1080,  1089, 
1091,  1092,  1099. 

Shaw,  V.  Schaw. 

^Shepherd],  ».  Spehard. 

Sibbald,  Sibbet,  Abraham,  minister  in  sheriff- 
dome  of  Aberdeen,  757,  975,  986,  1036, 
1057,  1086. 

Sibbald,  Alexander,  commissioner  from  St.  An- 
drews, 297. 

Sibbald,  James,  349. 

Sibbald,  James,  minister  in  the  Mernes,  975. 

Silence  enjoined  on  those  dissatisfied,  664,  959, 

1045,  1101. 

Sime,  Syme,  Alexander,  procurator  to  the  Kirk, 

113,  362. 
Simonie,  l62,  I96,  270,  310,  314,  745,  1157- 
Simson,  Symson,  Andrew,   minister  of  Dunbar, 

49,  204,  205,  266,  277,  293,  468,  574. 
Simson,  Andi-ew,  in  Edinburgh  Presbytery,  46S, 

574. 
Simson,  Andrew,  minister  of  Onniston,  720. 
Simson,  Archibald,  minister  of  Dalkeith,  720, 

976. 
Simson,  Sir  Donald,  priest,  718. 
Simson,  James,  minister,  1152. 
Simson,  Patrick,  minister  of  Cramond,  667,  685, 

730,  757,  765 ;— of  Stirling,  770,  781,  788, 

795-7,  800,   8I9,  828,  834,  849,  913,  934, 

936,  949,  953,  972,  973,  979,  996,  1037, 

1046,  1049,  1058,  1059-61,  1970,  1999. 
Simson,  William,  minister  of  Bruntisland,  80 i, 

961,  962,  977. 
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Sinclair,  Sinklai',  Archibald,  person  of  Zuddick, 

336,  483,  532,  567. 
Sinclair,  George,  chancellor  of  Caithness,  336. 
Sinclair,  John,  vicar  of  Bolton,  430,  433,  636. 
Sinclair,  Lord,  704,  86l. 
Sinclair,  Master  of,  96,  764. 
Sinclair,  Margaret,  35,  286. 
Skeldoun,  (Campbell?)  Laird  of,  58. 
Skeen,  Skene,  Alexander,  824. 
Skeen,  Alexander,  of  that  ilk,  826. 
Skeen,  James,  of  Westercorse,  825. 
Skeen,    Skene,   Sir  John,  476,    742 ;— Clerk- 
Register,  902,  1022,  1023. 
Skeen,  William,  commissioner  of  St.  Andrews, 

4,  375. 
Skirline,  (Cockburn?)  Laird  of,  532,  567. 
Skrymgeour,  v.  Scrymgeour. 
Slaines,  house  of,  830. 
Slanderous  proclamation,  v.  Proclamation. 
Slaughter,  124,  125,  194,  802;— of  the  Regent, 
J  56,  157,  ».  Murray  ; — of  the  (bonnie)  Earl 
of  Murray,  897,  898,  900,  922,  v.  Dunibirsle. 
Smeton,  Thomas,  minister  of  Paisley,  411,  418, 
424,  427,  435, 436,  449,  450,  459,  460,  463, 
464,  468 ;— Principal  of  the  College  of  Glas- 
gow, 471,  473,  487,  513,  522-5,  529,  533, 
536,   539,   540,  544,  546,  548,  572,  573, 
577,  578,   581,  585,  586,  590,  592,  597, 
598,  605,  612,  619,  620,  625-30,  637-9- 
Smith,  James,  minister  near  Stirling,  763. 
Smith,  John,  minister  of  Maxton,  Selkirk,   541, 

766,  977,  986. 
Smith,  Michael,  at  Strabroke,  15. 
Smith,  Thomas,  in  Ochiltrie,  159. 
Smyth,  Hary,  collector,  235. 
Solicitor  for  the  Kirk,  v.  Hope,  M'Kaitney,  Ma- 

kison,  Mowat. 
Somerville,  James,  Lord,  755,  769. 
Somervllle,  Master  of,  96. 
Sommer,  Symers,  Robert,  minister  of  Kjimaird, 

1152. 
Sorbie,  Laird  of,  950. 
Sornbeg,  Laird  of,  61. 
South  of  Scotland  visited,  51,  7l6,  722. 
Spain,  King  of,  817,  818. 


Spain,  traffiquers  with,  948,  v.  Apostate  Lords. 
Spalding,  James,  minister,  804. 
Spehard,  [^Shepherd  ?]  minister  of  Campsy,  572. 
Spence,    Alexander,    minister    of   Kilconquhar, 

4,  58. 
Spence,  Alexander,  of  Boddum,  826. 
Spence,  Spens,  Andrew,  minister  of  Culsamond, 

Drumblait  and  Forgue,  336,  351. 
Spence,  David,  3,  4,  18  ; — minister  in  Fife,  123, 

244,  689,  690,  719,  800,  936,  976. 
Spence,  George,  servitor,  101 7. 
Spence,  Sir  John,  ofCondie,  Lord  Advocate,  35, 

49. 
Spence,  William,  minister,  238. 
Spittell,  Spittle,  Archibald,  minister,  766. 
Spittell,  Nicol,  minister  of  Longforgan,  88,  222. 
Spott,  Laird  of,  t>.  Home. 

Spottiswood,  John,  person  of  Calder,  and  Super- 
intendent of  Lothian,  13,  15,  18,  25-31,  35, 
38-42,  46,  50-4,  57,  65,  66,  72,  79,  81, 
83,   88,  95,   113,   117,  131,  135,  138,  144, 
145,    155,   156,   159,   163,   165,   167,    182, 
186,  200, 203,  223,  242-5,  250,  255,  26I-6, 
273,   275,  281,  289,  296,  300,  302,  310, 
313,  314,   320,  326,  327,  331,  337,  338, 
348,  349,  354,  359,  385,  389,  416,  4S6, 
464,  470,  635. 
Spottiswood,  John,  (son  of  the  preceding,)  per- 
son of  Calder,  648,  765,  777,  796,  811,  863, 
892,  936,  959,  960,  967,  969,  972,  97s, 
979-83,  986,  flS9,  996,  1000; — Archbishop 
of  Glasgow,  1038,  1058-61,  1065-71,  1078- 
60,  1089,  1092;— ofSt.  Andiews,  1109-16, 
1119-22,  1130-32,  1140,  1143-67. 
Spottiswood,  John,  preacher,  998. 
Spottiswood,  John,  of  FouUar,  98,  99. 
Spreul,  John,  599. 
Spy  from  Dunkirk,  732. 
Spynie,  minister  of,  v.  Gordon,  Rawson. 
State  disannulling  Spiritual  sentences,  583. 
State  suspending  Spiritual  sentences,  374,  380-2. 
Statistics,  850,  941. 
Stentoun,  minister  of,  ».  Daill,  Young. 
Stephanus,  Henricus,  printer,  306. 
Stevin,  Alexander,  deposed,  465. 
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Stevinstoun,  minister  of,  13,  153,  235,  572,  v. 
Porterfield,  Walker,  Walkinshaw  ; — vicarage 
of,  153. 

Stewart  of  Gairlies,  younger,  4,  31,  39,  393. 

Stewart,  Alexander,  of  Garlics,  provost  of  Dum- 
fries, 9<J,  756,  766,  999- 

Stewart,  Sir  Alexander,  767. 

Stewart,  Andro,  110. 

Stewart  of  Traquair,  354,  456,  532,  567,  John, 
755. 

Stewart,  Elizabeth,  (lesabell,)  Countess  of  Arran, 
709,  712. 

Stewai't,  Esme,  Lord  d'Auhigny,  «.  Lennox. 

Stewart,  Henry,  of  Ocliiltrie,  824. 

Stewart,  Hector,  599,  600. 

Stewart,  James,  parson  of  Glenwhinie,  (Glen- 
quhom  ?)  336,  351,  598. 

Stewart,  James,  518. 

Stewart,  James,  minister  of  Saline,  764  1020, 
1088. 

Stewart,  James,  of  Ryland,  825. 

Stewai't,  James,  Earl  of  Arran,  566,  571,  709, 
712. 

Stewart,  James,  Lord  Doune,  commendator  of 
Inchcolm,  96,  519. 

Stewart,  Jean,  v.  Argyle,  Countess  of. 

Stewart,  John,  of  Minto,  110 ;— provost  of  Glas- 
gow, 578,  580,  590,  591,  598,  755,  IO91  ;— 
Lady  Minto,  720. 

Stewart,  IMalcolm,  6OO,  (Walter  ?) 

Stewart,  Margaret,  relict  of  John  Knox,  258. 

Stewart,  Patrick,  minister,  1091. 

Stewart,  Robert,  Earl  of  Blarche,  Bishop  of  Caith- 
ness, 32,  34,  129,  136,  190 ;— commendator 
of  the  priory  of  St.  Andrews,  222,  250,  286, 
454,  467,  615,  697,  854. 

Stewart,  Robert,  commendator  of  Holyroodliouse, 
134,  165-7,  190,  518. 

Stewart,  Robert,  of  Fowbar,  599. 

Stewart,  Robert,  of  Todiaw,  634. 

Stewart,  Robert,  minister  in  the  Isles,  1038, 
1091. 

Stewart,  Thomas,  of  Garntully,  754. 

Stewart,  Walter,  prior  of  Blantyre,  518,  Privy- 
Seal,  645-8,  651,  685,  689,  709,  710,  712, 


750,  762,  783,  824 ;— (Treasurer,  902,) 
1006,  Lord  BlantjTe,  Secretary,  1014,  1022, 
1046,  1057,  1080,  1085,  IIO9. 

Stewart,  Walter,  minister  in  the  Lennox,  766, 
849,  1057,  1080,  1089. 

Stewart,  Walter,  (Malcolm  ?)  6OO. 

Stewart,  Walter,  minister  in  Aberdeenshire,  666. 

Stewart,  William,  brother  of  Traquair,  456". 

Stewart,  Colonel  William,  prior  of  Pittenweem, 
585-9,  591,  595,  738. 

Stewart,  William,  of  Ochiltrie,  brother  of  An'an, 
709,  712. 

Stewart,William,  in  Dumbarton  presbytery,  1038. 

Stipends,  40,  71,  128,  l64,  168,  I69,  174,  266, 
277-9,  289,  306,  535,  553-6,  6OI,  628, 
635,  659,  726,  727,  771,  1167;— voluntary, 
61,  114; — inequahty  of,  1 79 ;— rnodlfication 
of,  554,  555,  660,  661,  773 ;— modifiers  of, 
.1025. 

Stirling,  Stirline,  Strivellng,  526,  650,  721,  849 ; 
—Castle  of,  411,  429,  1099  ,'— commissioner 
of,  541 ; — murder  in,  405 ; — provost  of,  526  ; 
— sheriffdome  of,  26,  755,  757. 

Stirling,  Assembly  at,  156,  198,  412,930; — 
Chapel-royall  of,  117,  560 ; — conference  at, 
431,  438  ;— kirk  of,  3,  421,  456  ;— minister 
of,  35,  524,  541,  542,  547,  569,  604,  770, 
V.  Duncansone,  Montgomery,  Simson ; — pres- 
bytery of,  484,  523,  546,  557,  560,  563, 
573-5,  593,  618,  623,  625,  635,  650,  689, 
797,  812-4,  957,  958,  1037,  1087,— reader 
at,  44,  V.  Duncansone ;— session  of,  41 1,  563  ; 
—synod  of,  838,  912. 

Stirling,  Andrew,  homicide,  802. 

Stirling,  James,  minister,  Carstairs,  225,  S36, 
351. 

Stirling,  John,  of  Keir,  83,  145,  526,  631,  594, 
754,  764. 

Stirling,  Luke,  in  Cadder,  802. 

Stirling,  William,  minister,  354,  451,  667,  699, 
727,  764. 

Stobo,  personage  of,  224. 

Stoddart,  John,  minister  of  Campsy,  579- 

Storie,  Thomas,  minister  at  Poulden,  667,  766, 
892,  1089. 
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Stormont,  Stermont,  (district,)  754-7. 

Strabogie,  v.  Strathbogie. 

Strachan,  Strathauchin,  Strauchan,  Alexander, 

minister  of  Creich,  1017. 
Strachan   of  Thornton,    Alexander,    182,  290, 

291,  825. 
Strachan  of  Thornton,  John,  754. 
Strachan,  John,  minister  at  KincardineQO'Neill], 

359,  416,  531,  566,  666,  757,  892,  959, 

971,   975,    980,    996,    1031,    1036,    1058, 

1079,  1086,  1092. 
Strachan,  John,  minister  of  Clatt,  666. 
Strachan,  Robert,  of  Dillevaird,  825. 
Strachan,  William,  of  Glenkindie,  824. 
Strachan,  William,  in  Banffshire,  757- 
Straiton,  Straton,  Laird  of,  110. 
Straiten,  Alexander,  of  Lauristoun,  754, 1013-5, 

1018. 
Straiton,  Alexander,  of  Craigie,  826. 
Straitoun,  minister  of,  225,  572,  v.  M'Crone  ; — 

personage  of,  224. 
Stramiglo,  minister  of,  13,  36,  264,  v.  Leslie  ; — 

vicarage  of,  264. 
Strang,  Dr  John,  minister  of  EitoI,  1152. 
Strang,  Richard,  procurator  for  the  Kirli,  35,  50, 

110,   113,   118; 

Strang,  William,  minister  of  Kirklistoun,  26C, 
667,  689. 

Stranraer,  Laird  of,  950. 

Stranraer,  new  kirk  of,  950. 

Strathardaill,  reader  in,  58. 

Strathauchin,  Strauchan,  v.  Strachan. 

Strathbogie,  Strabogie,  (district,)  44,  71 6,  981  ; 
— house  of,  830. 

Strathbrock,  Strabroke,  minister  of,  15,  r. 
Smith. 

Sti-atheme,  Stewartrie  of,  237,  754,  757. 

Stratheme,  collector  of,  245  ; — kirks  of,  54,  41 6, 
625; — presbyteries  in,  531,  549; — superin- 
tendent of,  203,  237,  ».  Winrham. 

Strathurer,  Laird  of,  354. 

Stravithie,  (Wood,)  goodman  of,  764. 

Striveling,  v.  Stirling. 

Strogeith,  kirk  of,  625. 

Strouan,  kirk  of,  625. 


Struthers,  William,  minister  of  Edinburgh,  99^^, 
1120,  1128,  1131,  1132. 

Stuart,  V.  Stewart. 

Students,  to  subscribe  the  true  religion  presently 
professed,  693. 

Subscription,  to  large  Confession,  v.  Articles  of 
Faith  ; — to  the  Band,  (1567,)  110  ;— to  the 
(negative)  Confession,  (1580-1,)  518; — to  the 
new  Confession,  (I616,)  1130,  d.  Confession 
of  Faith,  Students. 

Suddick,  Zuddick,  person  of,  v.  Sinclair. 

Superintendents,  8,  13-20,  23,  25,  46,  49,  60, 
64-6,  70,  74,  77,  82-5,  91,  92,  96,  106, 
109,  113,  124,  126,  128,  146,  148,  158, 
193,  242,  243,  252,  263,  278,  294,  383, 
385,  389  ; — demissions  of,  296,  v.  Cai-sewell, 
Erskine,  Spotswood,  Willock,  Winrham. 

Superstition,  (Devil's  croft,)  832,  874,  v.  Burials. 

Supplications  by  the  Kirk,  9,  11,  19,34,  51, 
88,  182,  291,  307,  414,  546,  658,  740, 
744,  784,  810,  900,  1056,  V.  Articles,  Grie- 
vances. 

Supplications  to  the  Kirk,  259,  346,  619,  802. 

Suspension  by  the  Kirk,  42,  44,  45,  114,  343, 
370,  691,  698  ;— by  the  State,  374,  380-2. 

Sutherland,  Earl  of,  698,  718,  984,  1025. 

Sutherland,  Countess  of,  718,  948,  1025. 

Sutherland,  Sudderland,  Elizabeth,  650,  689. 

Sutherland,  Nicol,  152,  154. 

Sutherland,  William,  of  Duffus,  824. 

Sutherland,  William,  person  of  Moy,  51. 

Sutherland,  ministry  of,  762  ; — presbyteries  in, 
550,  586,  587,  613,  627. 

Swintoun,  minister  of,  840. 

Swintoun,  Thomas,  minister  in  Orkney,  736, 
756,  800,  1035. 

Syme,  v.  Sime. 

Symsor,  v.  Simson. 

Synods,  29,  131,  158,  l62,  178,  188,  I91,  193, 
265,  266,  272,  366,  390,  452,  453,  458,  460, 
477,  480-2,  527,  583,  60 1,  649,  665,  710, 
749,808,  1041  ;— divided,  IO96,  1104;— 
moderators  of,  IO96,  1104; — order  and  vote 
in,  650; — ratified,  808; — registers  of,  814, 
815,  935; — time  and  place  of  meeting,  649. 


INDEX. 


53 


Tacks  of  Benefices,   105,  373,  413,  417,  451, 

603,  634,  635,  638,  639,  722,  734,  770, 

783,  790,  811,  861,  871,  9l6,  928-30,  940, 

948,  973,  1002,  1006,  1026. 
Tannadice,  minister  of,  v.  Melville. 
Tarbet,  (in  Ross,)  kirk  of,  1003  ; — minister  of, 

V.  Monro. 
Tarbet,  (in  Fife,)  Tarvet?  Laird  of,  123. 
Tarbolton,  personage  of,  224. 
Tarves,  kirk  of,  717,  953. 
Taverns,  ministers  or  readers  not  to  keep,  378. 
Tayne,  minister  of,  v.  Monro  j— presbytery  of, 

1036. 
Teinds,  8,  40,  49,  60,  70,  83,  146,  770,  799, 

p.  Benefices,  Patrimony,  Stipends. 
Terregles,  v.  Maxwell. 
Testaments,  referred  to  Parliament,  6. 
Testimonials,  to  presentees,  192,  193,  198,212, 

327. 
Teviotdaill,  53,  54 ;— ^archdeane  of,  v.  Colville, 

Ker  ; — presbytery  of,  588  ; — sheriffdome  of, 

755,   757 ;— visitation   of,   283,    318,   416, 

436,  470. 
Thanksgiving,  1001,  1002. 
Thesaurer,  v.  Treasurer. 
Thirds,  34,  107,  127,  139,  151,  l6l,  168,  169, 

174,  232-6,  249,  457,  602,  603,  632,  634, 

707,  722,  730. 
Thirds,  collectors  of,  appointed,  117,  234,  235; 

—caution for,  118; — injunctions  to,  119,  their 

bounds,  234,  235. 
TibbeiTOuir,  Tippermure,  minister  of,  341,  531, 

V.  Balnaves. 
Tillidaffe,  Andrew,  of  Rannestoun,  825. 
Tingwall,  kirk  of,  668  ; — presbytery  of,  481. 
Titles,  prelatic,  l62,  166,  246. 
Thomson,  Alexander,  skinner,  Aberdeen,  1017. 
Thomson,  George,  266. 
Thomson,  Patrick,  Flisk,  711. 
Thomeson,  Paul,  71 6. 
Thomson,  Richard,  minister  at  Cassiltoun,  1013, 

1057. 
Thomson,  William,  719,  758. 
Thornton,  Laird  of,  v.  Strachan. 
Thornton,  Jeanie,  (Spouse  of  Oliver  Peibles,)  622. 


-,  in  Glenquhome,  302. 


Tod,. 

Toleration,  67,  68. 

Tongue,  Language,  v.  Irish,  Scottish. 

Toi"phichen,  commissioners  of,  4. 

Torphichen,  Lord,  1057. 

Torrie,  Laird  of,  1022. 

Touch,  Laird  of,  (Seyton  ?)  763. 

Touch,  Tuich,  minister  of,  v.  Irving. 

Toumer,  v.  Turner. 

Traill,  John,  of  Blebo,  956. 

Tranent,  minister  of,  v.  Cranston,  Forrester. 

Translation,  v.  Ministers. 

Traquaii-,  Laird  of,  v.  Stewart. 

Travel,  licence  to,  51. 

Travellers,  v.  Apostates. 

Treasurer,  Thesaurer,  110,  liiS,  v.  Blantyre, 
Dunbar,  Glammis,  Melville  (Depute),  Rich- 
ardson, Ruthven. 

Treasurer.Depute,  v.  Melville,  Murray. 

Tremellius,  his  Bible,  992. 

Trent,  Council  of,  94,  250,  251,  569,  613,  727, 
854  ;— acts  of,  992. 

Trewquhy,  Frewchy,  v.  Grant. 

Trilapse  in  scandal,  56. 

Tryal,  of  congregations,  993; — elders,  14;— 
ministers,  14,  26,  745,  992; — presbyteries, 
748,  991-4; — superintendents,  14,  26,  31, 
39,  184,  V.  passim,  the  first  business  in  As- 
semblies. 

Tuedy,  William,  of  Drummelzeair,  755. 

Tullibardin,  Laird  of,  v.  Murray. 

Tullibardin,  Master  of,  1085. 

TuUidafFj  John,  burgess,  Aberdeen,  1017. 

TuUiealane,  Laird  of,  388. 

TuDiebodie,  kirk  of,  parochiners  of,  957,  958. 

Tullievaird,  DiDivaird,  Laird  of,  v.  Strachan. 

Tulloch,  James,  286. 

TuUoch,  Robert,  of  Tannacheis,  825. 

Turing,  William,  of  Poveme,  754. 

Turner,  Patrick,  minister,  1088. 

Turreff,  err.  Torrie?  31 6,  649. 

Tweddaill,  283,  318,  4l6,  436,  470;— presby- 
tery of,  549,  587,  588,  1038,  v.  Merse,  Visi- 
tation. 

Tweddell,  Lad)-,  71 6. 
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Tyningham,  minister  of,  c.  Liddell,  Sanderson  ; 

•^parochiners  of,  58,  63. 
Tyrie,  James,  289,  36 1. 
Tyrie,  John,  835. 
Tyrie,  Thomas,  832-3,  835. 
Tyrie,  in  Buchan,  minister  of,  5,  v.  Ramsay. 


UcHiLTREE,  V.  Ochiltree. 

Udney,  WiUiam,  of  that  ilk,  825. 

Udward,  Alexander,  commissioner  of  Aberdeen, 
289. 

Uduart,  Archibald,  802. 

Union  of  Kirks,  v.  Kirks. 

Unity,  V.  Doctrine,  Subscription. 

Universities,  33,35,60,  108,  127,  212,  21S, 
245,  305,  311,  339,  415,  466,  593,  602, 
605,  613,  693,  737,  811,  856,  v.  Aberdeen, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  St.  Andrews  j— gradua- 
tion in,  140  ; — visitation  of,  593. 

Urchart,  v.  Urquhart. 

Ure,  John,  minister  of  Leuchars  and  Mcnteith, 
47,  222,  239,  368,  379,  667,  708. 

Urie,  Laird  of,  813. 

Urquhart,  in  Ross,  minister  of,  63,  ©.  Robertson. 

Urquhart,  Alexander,  minister  of  Olrick,  336, 
570. 

Urquhart,  John,  of  Culbo,  tutor  of  Cromarty, 
754,  824. 


Vacancies,  v.  Benefices,  Kirks. 

Vagrants,  874,  1121,  v.  Beggars,  Egyptians. 

Vaine,  Laird  of,  v.  Lindsay. 

Vans,  Sir  Patrick,of  Bambarrauch,  750,  756, 7  8 1 . 

Vautrolier,  Thomas,  printer,  462. 

Victuals,  V.  Fiars. 

Violence  (pti-sonal)  to  ministers,  v.  Ministers. 

Vischard,  «.  "Wischart. 

Visitation,  35,  39,51,  54,  57,  63,  65,  112, 
113,  117,  130,  131,  190,  239,  305,  318, 
S27,  353-60,  425,  429,  434,  435,  46l-6, 
724,  736,  949,  961,  986,  987,  991-4,  1043, 
1044,  1061,  1097, 1107,  V.  Countries,  Kirks, 
Presbyteries,  Tryal. 


Visitors,  358-61,  367,  385,  416,  452,  468- 
70,  668-84,  725,  778 ;— instructions,  357, 
361,  409,  413,  422,  431,  459,  »•  Commis- 
sioners, Superintendents. 

Vote  in  Assembly,  v.  Assembly. 

Vote  in  Pariiament,  414,  419,  425,  526,  527, 
606,  787,  875,  931-3,  944-6,  954-6,  958, 
959,  1000. 

Voters,  cautions  anent  them,  946,  955,  956, 
959  ; — their  election  and  nomination,  946, 
954;— leetof,  1000;— their  name,  956;— 
their  number,  946 ; — their  rent,  954  ;— period 
of  their  office,  956,  958,  959- 


Wachtoun,  v.  Waughtoun. 

Walker,  Adam,  minister,  804,  1086. 

Walker,  Duncan,  minister  at  Bassenden,  766. 

Walker,  James,  minister  of  Steinstoun,  1 3. 

Walker,  John,  minister  of  Minigafe,  336. 

Walkinschaw,  Patrick,  minister  of  Stevinstoun, 
572,  579.  649;— at  Cadder  or  Monkland, 
757,  977,  983  ;— subdean  of  Glasgow,  1080. 

Wallace,  Adam,  baiUie  of  Glasgow,  594. 

Wallace,  Alexander,  minister,  757. 

Wallace,  Hew,  4. 

Wallace,  Hew,  of  CamaU,  3,  50,  61,  182,  186, 
200,  204,  235,  290,  436,  598,  1046,  1057- 

Wallace,  John,  of  Cragy,  755. 

Wallace,  Michael,  mmister  of  Kilmamoek,  IO90, 
1092,  1152. 

Wallace,  Robert,  minister  of  St.  Andrews  and 
North  Berwick?  817,  940,  961,  978,  984. 

Wallace,  Thomas,  Tranent?  145. 

Wallace,  William,  of  CamaU,  52. 

Wallace,  William,  minister,  IO90. 

Walwod,  Charles,  minister,  804. 

Waterstoun,  Patrick,  minister,  1085. 

Watson,  Jolm,  v.  Webster. 

Watson,  Johne,  minister  of  Alves,  63. 

Watson,  John,  minister,  J^Dundonald,]  1090. 

Watson,  Peter,  minister,  Merkinch,  222 ; — min- 
ister, Dumfries,  271  ?  300  ? — Commissioner 
of  Nithsdale,  318,  334,  337,  354,  359,  365, 
393,  416,  429,  436,  470,  537,  605. 
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Watson,  William,  minister  of  Edinburgh,  699, 

737,  971,  972,  999. 
Watt,  Walter,  825. 
Waughton,  Wachton,  Laird  of,  916,  9^0,  1022, 

1091,  1143,  1152. 
Wchiltrie,  Lord,  1022,  v.  Ochiltree. 
Wdney,  v.  Udney. 
Webster,  John,  (alias  Watson,)  parson  of  Can- 

nisbie,  336. 
Wedderbum,  Laird  of,  352,  707,  798,  873,  v. 

Hume. 
Wedderbum,  Alexander,  younger,  Dundee,  1 143, 

1152. 

Wedderbum,  William,  Bishop  of  Dunblane,  998. 

Weemes,  Weymes,  David,  minister  of  Glasgow, 

4,  97,   145,   198,  204,  220,  235,  236,   288, 

293,  434,  545,  563,  565,  572-3,  6OO,  604, 

667,  766. 

Weemes,   John,   minister,    IO6I,    IO69,    1070, 

1152. 
Weemes,   John,    commissary  of  St,    Andrews, 

1079. 
Weems,  Patrick,  354,  667,  69O,  1057- 
Welsche,  John,  minister  of  Selkirk,  757; — min- 
ister of  Ayr,  863,  901,  936,  96I,  978,  986. 
Welstoun,  kirk  and  vicarage  of,  234. 
West,  Superintendent  of  the,  v.  Willock. 
Weymis,  David,  110. 
Weymis  of  Pittencrieff,  110,  532. 
Weymis,  David,  minister  of  Ratho,  4,  13. 
Weymis,  Johne,  66,  269. 
Weymis,  Laird  of,  younger,  764,  1143,  1152. 
Whithorn,  Whitteme,  Quhitteme,  cathedi-al  of, 
282  ; — minister  of,   v.  Gordon  ; — prior  of,  6 ; 
— presbytery  of,  482. 
Whitsome,  minister  of,  ».  Hislop. 
Whittingham,  Laird  of,  v.  Douglas. 
Whittingham,  minister  of,  204,  v.  Sanderson. 
Whytekirk,  vacant,  l63. 
Wicht,  Richard,  763. 
Wick,  kirk  of,  presbytery  of,  481,  669. 
Wigtoun,   commissary  of,   336,  v.  M'Gawin  ; — 
minister  of,   v.  Young ; — presbytery  of,  950, 
978,  1038;— sherifdomeof,  32,  756,  758  ; — 
thrids  of,  105. 


Wigtoun,    John,    Earl  of,    1022,   1046,    1056, 

1069,  1080,  1085,  1099. 
Wilkie,  Daniel,  998. 

Wilkie,  James,  rector  of  St  Andrews,  4,  27,  29, 

73,  203,  238,  320,  354,  356,  365,  667,  707- 

Wilkie,   Robert,   minister  of  Kilmamock,  649, 

667,  758,  800,  1090. 
Wilkie,  Robert,  Pi-incipal  of  St  Leonard's  College, 
300,  628-9,  639,  707,  799,  811,  848,   896, 
930,  934,  936,  91'6,  9i9,  959,  9Co,  963, 
972,  973,  979,  980,  986,  996,  1000,  1031, 
1037,  1058. 
Williamson,  Sir  James,  priest.'  770. 
Williamson,  John,  writer,  913. 
Williamson,  Robert,  minister,  Cromartie,  756. 
Willock,  John,  superintendent  of  Glasgow  or  the 
West,    \3,  16,   17,  28-31,  38,  39,  46,  49, 
50,  54,  57,  59,  64,  120,  123,  131,  393. 
Wilson,  Janet,  717- 

Wilson,  Robert,  minister,  (Dalkeith),  18. 
Wilson,  Thomas,  advocate  ?   732,  736. 
Winchester,  Dean  of,  v.  Young. 
Winchester,  Alexander,  minister  of  Elgin,  301, 

421. 
Winrhame,  John,  prior  of  Portmoak,   superin- 
tendent of  Fife  and  Stratherne,    13,  18,   19, 
25,  29,  31,  35-9,  43-5,  49,  50,   53-8,  62, 
65,  66,  73,  77,  79,  88,  112,  113,  123,  125, 
131,   133,   138,   144,   145,   148,    158,    I6I, 
175,   182,   185,   186,  200,   203,   204,    208, 
222,  223,  228,  235-9,  242,  244,   247,  250, 
257,  261,  264,  271,  289,  290,   293,   295, 
297,  314,  318,  320-3,  326,  334,  337,  341, 
359,  362,  (Bondronne,)  803. 
Winrhame,  Robert,  collector  of  Fife,  194,  234. 
Winrhame,  Robert,  of  Ratho,  4. 
Wischart,  George,  minister,  804. 
Wischart  of  Pittarrow,  Sir  John,  (the  father,) 
comptroller,  26,  33-5,  38,  41  ;— (the  son,) 
110,  129,  754,  825. 
Wischart,  John,  messenger,  1015-17- 
Witches,  44,  53,  283,  725,  937-9- 
Witherspoone,  James,  Linlithgow,  3- 
Wood,  Andro,  of  Largo,  110,  755. 
Wood,  Archibald,  110. 
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Wood,  James,  appeirand  of  Bonytoun,  830,  832, 

837,  876,  877,  .906,  929- 
Wood,  John,   (of  Tillidavy  ?)  4,   40,  97,   110, 

145,  150,  152,  154. 
Wood,  Laird  of  Bonytoun,  96,  929,  965,  1143, 

1152  ; — his  sister  Margaret,  965. 
Wright,  Richard,  545,  579- 
Wratoun,  Writtoun,  Alexander,  757,  766,  796, 

800. 
Wrwing,  v.  Irving. 
Wyllie,  Andro,  SCO. 

Wyllie,  Matho,  minister  of  Dalrymple,  796. 
Wvnrhame,  v.  Winrliame. 


Young,  James,  minister  at  Stentoun,   13,  691, 

692,  765. 
Young,  John,  preacher,  804. 
Young,  John,  minister,  Wigtoun,  567,  758. 
Young,  John,  minister  of  Irvine,  203,  260,  29O, 

293,    355,   436,  450,   460,  464,  470,  475, 

487,  532,  537,  539,  5.50,  572,  605,  800. 
Young,  Dr  John,  Dean  of  Winchester,   1 145-8. 
Young,  Oliver,  Perth,  820. 
Young,  Peter,  225,  310,   329,  518,  6i5,   647, 

663  ;— Patrick,  783. 
iToung,  Youngson,  Robert,  minister  of  Clatt,  1017. 
Young,  William,  minister,  758. 
Yule,  Christmas,  334,  339,  SO9,  874. 


Yesteb,  Lord,  Q6,  755. 

Yles,  V.  Isles. 

Yorke,  Archbishop  of,  42. 

Young,  Yong,  Alexander,  271,  757. 

Young,    Andrew,   minister  of  Dumblane,   342, 

648,  667,  729,  757,  764,  814,  8 19. 
Young,  George,  329,  346,  524,  663,  697,  969- 


Zetland,  v.  Orkney  ; — commissioner  of,  537,  ». 
Foulsie  ; — crimes  in,  l62  ; — kirks  in,  165, 
416,  435,  801,  812  ;— ministry  of,  762  ;— 
patronages  of,  66 1  ; — presbytery  of,  1035. 

Zuddick,  1).  Suddick. 

Zurich,  Confession  of  Faith  of  the  kirk  of,  90. 
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Aberbrothock,  preachers  in, /or  990,  read  998. 

Aberchirder,  kirk  of,  6'72. 

Abercrombie,  John,  insert  of  Scone. 

Abercrombie,  (St  Monance,)  minister  of,  v.  For- 
syth. 

Abercrombie,  Wm., /or  S26,  read  825. 

Aberdalgie,  dele  672. 

Aberdeen,  dele  Mass  in,  902. 

Aberdeen,  Friars  of,  dele  3. 

Aberdoure,  dele  5,  Ramsay. 

Aberdoure  and  Tyrie,  (in  Buchan,)  minister  of, 
c.  Ramsay. 

Abemethie,  minister  of,  v.  Moncrieff. 

Aberaethie,  Alex.,  Jor  Tashindrum,  read  I^es- 
sendrum. 

Adair,  v.  Kinhilt. 

Adamson,  Pat.,  /or  458,  464-  read  453,  464. 

Adultery,/or  766,  825,  read  746,  937. 

Aird,  William,  insert  minister  of  St  Cuthberts. 

Alford,  minister  of,  add  Guthrie. 

Allan,  Robert,  minister,  add  Newlands. 

Alves,  add  minister  of,  v.  Balfour. 

Anderson,  Andrew,  College  of  Aberdeen,  141-43. 

Anderson,  John,  394  transposed. 

Annand,  Alexander,  insert  of  Auchterellan. 

Annand,  James, /or  410,  read  416. 

Anstruther,  minister  of,/)r  Davie,  read  Durie. 

Apostates,  for  430,  i-ead  431, —  dele  489, — 
transpose  fi'om  Apostate  Lords,  851,  853. 

Apostate  Lords,  for  917,  923,  928,  read  917- 
923,  929. 

Arbuthnot,  Alex.,  Principal,  for  391-109,  read 
391,  398,  409. 

Arbuthnot,  minister  of,  v.  Ramsay. 


Argyle,  Archibald  Earl,  add  300,  314. 
Articles,  by  Synod  of  Fife,  fm-  945,  read  994, 

995. 
Articles  proposed  by  the  Kirk,  dele  684. 
Assembly,  translation  of,/or  182,  read  184. 
Assembly,  meetings  of,  insert  744. 
Assembly,  yearly,yor  801,  read  8O7. 
Assignations, /or  125,  read  126. 
Auchinmoutie,  William,  minister  in  Teviotdaill, 

read  of  Hawick. 
Auchterderran,  minister  of,  v.  Boswell. 
Auchtermowtie,  read  Auchtermuchtie. 
Ayr,  sheriflfdome  of,  648,  724,  de/e  397. 


Balfour,  James,  minister  of  Guthrie,  insert  and 

Id  vie. 
Balfour,  Patrick, /or  in  Murra}',  read  of  Alves. 
Balfour,  William,  minister  of  Kelso. 
BaUandane,  v.  Ruthen. 
Balhngown,  Balnagown,  v.  Ross. 
Balmaine,  Balmany,  add  Bowmaine,  v.  Ramsay. 
Balmerino,  minister  of,  inse?-t  Douglas. 
Balnaves,  Alexander, /ir  Tipperraure,  read  Tib- 

bermure. 
Balquhidder,  minister  of,  i\  Burdoun. 
Bassanden,  minister  of,  v.  Walker. 
Benefices,   transpose  155,  to  demission  of, — dele 

2-13,— for  739,  read  733. 
Bennet,  James,  minister,  insert  Ormistoun. 
Beza, /or  999,  read  992. 
Bible, /or  970,  read  992. 
Bills, /or  806,  read  896. 
Birnie,  William,  read  1090,  1092; — of  Ayr. 
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Birse,  read  Birsa. 

Bishops,  deprivation  of,  559  ; — responsible,  413. 

Bishops,  titles  of,  l62,  49 1,  492. 

Bisset,  Thomas,  minister,  insert  Drummelzier. 

Blackwood,  Peter,  insert  minister.  Saline. 

Bolton,  add  minister  of,  v.  Duncansone. 

Boswell,  George,  insert  of  Auchterderran. 

Bo\-d,  Lord,  after  589,  insert  Thomas. 

Branxholme,  v.  Scott. 

Brechin,  Diocie  of,  ministers  in,  998,  1086,  dele 

778. 
Burdoun,    James,  for  in  Strathem,  read  Bal- 

quhidder. 
Bume,  John,  messenger,  559. 
Bume,  John,  minister,  dele  559- 
Bume,  Nicol,  insert  professor,  St  Andrews. 
Burntisland,  (Wester  Kinghorn,)  minister  of,  v. 

Mitchelsone. 
Burntisland,  dele  834,  v.  Kinghorn. 
Bursars, /o>-  226-8,  read  228-230. 


CAiTHNEss,_/br  Earl  of,  read  ministry  of,  762. 
Caldcleuche,  John,  minister,    insert  of  Abdie, — 

for  1036,  read  1037. 
Campbell,  Colin  and  Duncan,  o.  Glenurquhy. 
Czv\^s,y ,  for  522,  read  572. 
Carmichael,  Jameses,  are  one,  transfer  863,  to 
Carmichael,  John,  of  Kinneuchar. 
Carnbee,  minister  of,  add  o.  Hunter. 
Camell,  Camwall,  insert  Karnall. 
Cassills,  Tutor  of,  v,  Kennedy. 
Cautions,  Caveats,  insert  against  Bishops. 
Channons,  Canons,  add  Monks  and  Friars. 
Chein,  James,  insert  Kildrymmie. 
Cheyne,  Walter,/o)-  825,  read  824. 
Chisholme,  Alexander,  minister,  Muthill. 
Christieson,  William,  yb?-  646,  read  649. 
Clark,  William, /oj-  331,  read  531. 
Clayhills,  Archibald,  err.  for  Andrew,  796. 
Cleish,  minister  of,  insert  Myles. 
Cliddisdaill,  dele  5, — over  ward,yor391,  reaof  390. 
Cliddisdaill,  George,  insert  minister  in  Clydes- 
dale. 
Closebum,  add  minister  of,  v.  Ramsay. 


Collation,  704,  read  702. 

Collectory,  insert  118. 

Colville,  Alexander,  dele  Abbot  or, — also  49. 

Colville,  Harry,  minister,  insert  in  Orkney. 

Colville,    Robert,    insert     minister     in     West 

Lothian. 
Commission  by  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  909  ', 

— St.  Andrews,  1009; — bySynod  of  Fyfe,  908. 
Commission,  general, /'or  972,  read  971. 
Commissions,  copies  of,  insert  908,  909,  1009, 
Conference,  privy,  dele  750,  755. 
Conference  at  Falkland,  for  l(i09,)   1609-78, 

read  1609,)  IO69-IO7S. 
Confession  of  Zurich,  v.  Zurich. 
Contribution  for  the  French  exiles,  insert  379. 
Cornwall,  Nicoll,/«/-  764,  read  765. 
Cornwall,  Robert,  insert  minister  of  Linlithgow. 
Council,  Secret,  insert  755, — for  146,  read  147, 

—add  Johnston. 
Couper,  minister  of,  add  Scott. 
Cowper,  William,/o)-  1089,  read  1092. 
Craig,  John,  minister,  Edinbui'gh,  for  576,  read 

577. 
Craig,  John,   appearand  of  Ramuscraig,   read  of 

Ravinscraig. 
Craig,  Thomas,  err.  for  Greig. 
Craigie,  insert  in  Stratheme. 
Craigie,  in  Kyle,  minister  of,  v.  Inglis. 
Craigings,  insert  Craigence,  Craigends. 
Cramond,  minister  of,  insert  Lundie. 
Cranstoun,  William,  insert  minister  of  Lathrisk. 
Crawfurd,  _/br  Captain,  read  Captain  of 
Crichton,  teinds  of,  add  minister  of,  v.  Johnston. 
Crimen  Ambitus,  864,  989. 
Culross,  Abbot  of,  (William),  49. 
Culsamond,  add  Mason,  Spens. 
Cunningham,  Samuel,  insert  minister  of  South 

Ferry. 
Cunningham,  William,  read  John,  1 005. 
Cupar,  V.  Couper. 
Cushny,  add  Laird  of,  v.  Lumsden, 


T)A.i\A^,for  in  Lothian,  read  Steutoun. 
Dairsie,  Laird  of,  v.  Learmonth. 
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Dalgleish,  Nicol,  minister  of  Pittenweem,  add 
and  St  Cuthberts. 

Dalkeith,  Robert,  insert  minister,  Hamilton. 

Dalyel,  Ninian,  insert  in  Nithsdaill. 

Davidson,  John,  in  Auchterarder  Presbj'tery, 
764,  1037. 

Davidson,  John,  minister,  Hamilton,  dele  76i, 
1037. 

Davidson,  John,  Regent,  &c.,  dele  1037. 

Davidson,  Patrick,  collector,  dele  667. 

Davidson,  Patrick,  minister,  667. 

Dioc'ie,  for  16,  read  14.. 

Discipline,  First  Book  of,  insert  15. 

Disobedience, ybr  l62,  read  142. 

Doctors,  (professors,)  /or  959,  read  958. 

Doddis,  James,  minister,  insert  Kirkcudbright. 

Douglas  of  Lochlevin,  v.  Lochlevin. 

Douglas,  Alexander,  dele  1102. 

Douglas,  Archibald,  person,  dele  567. 

Douglas,  Archibald,  minister,  insert  567. 

Douglas,  James,  minister,  insert  in  Angus, 
763. 

Douglas,  James,  4,  of  Torthorvvald,  756. 

Douglas,  James,  minister,  insert  in  Angus. 

Douglas,  John,  Rector,  Sic.,for  55,  read  58. 

Douglas,  Patrick, /o>-  42  T,  read  Chaxitom,  421. 

Dowart,  laird  of,  c.  M'Lean. 

Drummelzier,  minister  of,  v.  Bisset. 

Drummond,  Robert,  insert  minister. 

Duft^  James,  insert  minister  in  Banffshire. 

Dumbennan,  minister  of,  insert  v.  Philp. 

Dumbennan,  presbytery,  itisei-t  moderator  of,  add 
V.  Chalmers,  Kay. 

Dumblane,  Bishopric  of,  dele  754,  757  ; — min- 
ister oij  insert  Montgomery. 

Dumbreck,  insert  of  Wrtoun,  Urtane. 

Dumfries,  minister  of,  add  Watson. 

Dunbar,  Presbyterj'  of,Jor  484,  read  486. 

Duncan,  Henrj',  insert  minister,  Muirhous. 

Duncansone,  John,  dele  646. 

Duncansone,  Thomas,  Jbr  Bowden,  read  Bol- 
ton.? 

Dundas,  James,  minister,  insert  Forres. 

Dundas,  Patrick  and  Thomas,  ministers,  insert  in 
Moraj'. 


Dundee — preachers,  are  under  the  clause  Presby- 
tery. 
Dundonald,  add  minister  of,  t\  Mylne. 
Dunfermline,  Earl  of,  for  759,  read  750. 
Dunkeld,  Diocie  of,  for  282,  read  283. 
Dunnone,  insert  in  Orkney. 
Dunnyveg,  laird  of,  v.  M'Conneill. 
Dunse,  (and  Edrom,)  after  223,  insert  v.  Gates. 
Dunskelly,  laird  of,  v.  Johnstone. 
Durie,  Simeon,  insert  minister,  Porgan. 
Dysart,/or  Slun-ay,  read  Hogg,  Murray,  Scott. 


EccLES,  minister  of,  v.  Frenshe. 

Edinburgh  Magistrates,  Sic,  for  731,  read  720. 

Edinburgh,   I\Iinisters  of,  for  256,  read  259, — 

add  V.  Balcanquall,   Balfour,  Bruce,  Cowper, 

Craig,  Durie,  Galloway,  Hall,  Hewat,  Knox, 

Lawson,  RoUock,  Watson. 
Edinburgh,    Presbyter}',  for  593-7,   read  593, 

597,— for  720,  read  731. 
Edmonstone,  John,  minister,  insert  Tillieboill. 
Edmonstone,  William,  transpose  531,  from  Dun- 

treath,  to  William,  minister. 
Edrom,  Edrem,  minister  of,  o.  Gates. 
Eglisgreg,  minister  of,  insert  v.  Gudefallow. 
Elibank,  v.  Murray. 
Elliot,  James,  minister,   >7isert  of  Forfar,   before 

1086. 
Erskine  of  Dun,_/b?-  255,  read  355. 
Essie,  read  Essie  and  Nevay. 
Essilton,  minister  of,  «.  Daes. 
Exercise, ybr  50,  read  57, — for  1 105,  read  1 107, 

— transpose  6g2,  after  Presbyter}'. 


Falkland,  alias  Kilgour. 

Family  of  the  King,  for  484,  read  464. 

Fife,  for  61 5-,  i-ead  615,— for  655,  656,  read 

655-657- 
Fingask,  dele  Kingask,— ^r  Hay,  read  Forbes. 
Forbes,  Auchanachie,_/br  826,  read  825. 
Forbes  of  Pitsligo,  824. 
Forbes,    Thomas,    father    and   son,    Aberdeen, 

1017. 
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Forbes,  William,  of  Barnes,  dele  828. 

Forbes,  William,  of  Corsindea,  825. 

Pordoun,  add  minister  of,  ».  Pallady  kirk. 

Forfar,  insert  minister  of,  v.  Elliot,  Fullerton. 

Forfest,  insert  Forsyth. 

Forgan,  minister  of,  v.  Dury,  Lindsay,  Marche. 

Forgundie,  minister  of,  v.  Ross. 

Forres,  minister  of,  insert  Dundas. 

Foulden,  add  Storie. 

Poulis,  minister  of,  v.  Galloway. 

Foulis,  laird  of,  v.  Munro. 

Foulis,  James,  insert  Dunkeld. 

Eraser,  Alexander,  insert  of  Dorris. 

Eraser,  Andrew,  in  Tyry,  825. 

Eraser,  v.  Phillorth. 

Eraser,  Paul,  minister  of  Strathcatbro,  Jor  345, 
read  545. 

Eraser,  Thomas,  824,  dele  minister  of  Strath- 
catbro. 

Fullerton,  John,  of  Sanquhar,  dele  757,  763. 

Fullerton,  John,  minister  in  Angus,  757,  763. 


Gallowav,  Patrick,  minister,  insert  of  Foullis. 

Galloway,  Bishopric  of,  223,  dele  (Glasgow  ?) 

Garden,  Gilbert,  insert  355. 

Gartly,  minister  of,  v.  Nicolson. 

Gates,  Patrick,  for  Edrom,  read  Dunse  and  Ed- 

rom, — dele  7. 
Gilmour,  insert  in  West  Lothian. 
Gladstanes,  Dr  Alexander,  insert  Archdean,  St 

Andrews. 
Glasgow,    Aicbbisbop    of,  for   690,    603,    read 

William  Erskine,  69O,  693. 
Glasgow,  Presbytery  oi,for  523,  771,  «a«/ 524, 

773. 
Glenurquhair,/OT-  1093,  read  IO91. 
Gordon,  Alexander,  for  30,  read  301. 
Gowrie,  William,   Earl,  for  570,  read  571, — 

add  V.  Paithven. 
Graham,  David,  of  Fintr}-,/o;-  529,  read  526. 
Graham,  John,  advocate,  insert  one  of  the  Lords 

of  Session. 
Guthrie,  Alexander,  minister,  insert  Alford. 


Halket  of  Pitferran,  532. 

Hamilton,  Lord  John,  add  747- 

Hamilton,  James,  in  Dairy,  add  532,  539.  567, 

800. 
Hamilton,  James,  of  Libberton,  dele  800. 
Hamilton,  James,  of  Kincavell,  insert  Sheriff  of 

Linlithgow,  and  dele  532,  539,  567- 
Hamilton,  John,  of  Sanquhar,  292,  294. 
Hamilton,  Patrick,  the  Martyr,  36. 
Hamilton,  William,  in  Galloway,  add  1047. 
Hamilton,  William,  of  Cambuskeith,  dele  1047. 
Harris,  «.  M'Leod. 
Harwie,  for  Elricke,  read  Elke. 
Hawick,  insert  minister  of,  v.  Aucliinmouty. 
Haj',    Robert,   minister,    insert  in   Dumbennan 

presbytery. 
Hayning,  v.  Scott. 

Hepbume,  Robert,  minister,  insert  Prestonklrk. 
Hewat,  Peter, /a/-  1127,  read  1128. 
Holyroodhouse,  minister  of,  for  206,  read  204. 
Home   of  North  Berwick,  transpose  IO9I  from 

Alexander  to  Sir  John. 
Home,  Hume,  George,  %>.  Wedderburn. 


Idolatry, /or  25,  read  23. 

Idvie,  minister  of,  v.  Balfour,  Ramsay. 

Incest, ybr  154-6,  read  152-4. 

Innes,  Alexander,  i,isert  Peathnick. 

Innes,  Robert,/or  Elreck,  826',  read  Elrick,  825. 

Intrusion, /or  482,  read  492,  509. 

Inveresk,  v.  Musselbui'gh. 

Irvine,  Presbytery  oi',fcr  549,  read  550. 

Isles,  Bishop  of,  for  590,  read  IO91. 

Jesuits,/)?'  559,  read  550. 

Jure  devoluto,/or  869,  read  SGS. 


Kelso — 105,  insert  minister  of,  v.  Balfour. 
Kemback,  minister  of,  f.  Monypenny. 
Kennedy,  Gilbert,  monk,  dele  6. 
Kennedy,  Quintin,  Abbot  of  Corsraguell,  6. 
Kilbride,  minister  of,  insert  Sharpe. 
Kildrymmy,  insert  minister  of,  i'.  Clie3aie. 
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Kilravock,  v.  Rose,  Ross. 
Kinkarth,  insert  Kingarth. 
Kinnaird,  Alexander,  insert  Cubin. 
Kinninmonth,  Patrick,  i>2se?-t  of  Callenge. 
Kirkcaldy,  minister  of,  insert  Mitchelson. 
Knox,  John,  minister  of  Lauder,  insert  or  Melrose. 


Labourers,  for  47,  48,  read  22, — add  874,  v. 

Oppression,  Poor,  Teinds. 
Langton,  add  minister  of,  v.  Methven. 
Lasswade,  add  v.  Nicolson. 
Lathrisk,  minister  of,  insert  Cranston. 
Laud,  Robert,  ceac?  Robertland,  QCunningham  of.] 
Lauder,  burgh,  add  minister  of,  v.  Knox,  Lawder. 
Leask,  Lesk,  Thomas,  add  825. 
Lethington,  v.  Jlaitland. 
Lindsay,  David,  Lyon  herald,  290. 
Lindsay,  David,  minister,  Dundee,  add  998- 
Linlithgow,  minister  of,  insert  Cornwall. 
Livingston,  Harie,  minister,  insert  near  Stirling. 
Logie,  (near  StirUng,)  minister  of,  v.  Hume. 
Lundie,  George,  minister,  insert  Dalmeny. 


Mayboill,  Presbytery  of,  add  0'48. 

Melrose,  minister  of,  insert  Knox. 

J'lerkinch,  minister  of,  v.  Watson. 

MuiTay,  Charles,  of  Cockpale,  read  of  Cockpule, 

756. 
^Musselburgh,   insert  Inveresk, — add  Blackball, 

Burne. 


Newlands,  minister  of,  v.  Allan. 
Newton,  Laird  of,  add  Oliphant. 
Nithisdaillj/br  kirk,  read  kirks. 


Oaths,  add  11  sg. 

Oppression,  v.  Labourers,  Poor,  Teinds. 
Ormistoun,  minister  of,  add  Bennet. 
Oswald — minister,  insert  in  the  Merse. 


Petfoddels,  v.  Jlenzies. 

Poor,  add  v.  Labourers,  Oppression,  Teinds. 

Prestonkirk,  minister  of,  o.  Hepburne. 


RAMSAy,_/br  Bowman,  read  Bomaine. 
Robertland,  [[Cunningham  of,]  873. 
Rig,  James,  add  v.  Carbarric. 
Ruthen,  v.  Rutbven,  William,  of  Bellindane. 
Ruthven,  for  William,  read  William   Lord, — 
add  V.  Govrae,  Earl  of. 


St  Cuthberts,  minister  of,   v.   Aird,   Harlaw, 

Pont. 
St  Marie's  Isle,  v.  Lidderdale. 
Sanderson,   insert  Tyningham  before  Whitting- 

ham. 
Scott,  William,  transpose  minister  of  Cupar,  be- 
fore 1037. 
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